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PREFACE. 


The  present  Volume  of  the  Asiatic  Register  has  been 
somewhat  retarded  by  an  unforeseen  and  uncontrollable 
event;  but  the  same  circumstance  has  enabled  the 
Editor  to  bring  down  the  detail  of  Indian  Occurrences 
to  a  later  period,  and  to  make  some  valuable  additions  to 
the  series  of  State  Papers,  forming  a  second  interesting 
department  of  his  Work, ,  which  an  earlier  publication 
would  have  precluded:  so  that  the  delay  of  a  few  weeks 
will  be  compensated,  it  is  hoped,  by  the  accumulated 
materials  which  it  has  furnished. 

The  head  allotted  to  official  papers  is  more  than 
ordinarily  comprehensive.  The  reader  will  find  in  it 
many  important  documents,  calculated  to  explain   tlic 
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VI  PREFACE. 

interesting  events  recorded  in  thepreceding  volume  of  the 
Register,  as  vs^ell  as  to  inform  his  mind  on  a  question, 
vrhich  is  about  to  arise  for  discussion  in  the  national 
council,  and  likely  to  give  rise  to  much  diversity  of 
opinion,  as  to  the  propriety  of  extending  or  limiting 
the  duration  of  the  exclusive  Charter  of  the  East 
India  Company.  From  the  length  of  the  reports 
already  presented  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  state  of  the  Company's  finances, 
on  which  the  decision  of  the  question  must  mainly 
depend,  the  Editor  has  been  obliged  to  omit  some 
tables  of  accounts,  which  have  been  referred  to  in  such 
reports,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  authority  to  the  results 
stated :  but  the  latter,  it  is  supposed,  may  be  fairly 
taken  on  credit,  looking  to  the  respectability  of  the 
source  whence  the  results  proceed,  and  the  notoriety  of 
the  data  on  which  they  are  founded.  Other  papers  have 
been  excluded  from  the  present  selection,  that  are  added 
to  the  reports,  as  affording  evidence  of  certain  facts  also 
stated  in  them,  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and 
which,  if  admitted,  would  have  swelled  the  volume  to  a 
most  unreasonable  and  inconvenient  bulk.  But  the 
most  material  of  these>  consisting  of  treaties  recently- 
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concluded  with  several  native  states  of  Hindustan^  will 
be  inserted  in  the  next  volame^  if  the  peculiar  depart- 
ment of  the  Work,  from  the  ui^ency  of  matters  con- 
necting themselves  with  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  will 
admit  of  so  early  an  insertion  of  them. 

With  this  explanation  the  Editor  submits  the  present 
volume  to  the  indulgent  reception  of  his  readers. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Introductory  obfierratioa*— reuonft  for  commtaefng  the  historical  sketch  of  the  pre- 
sent volume  with  aa  account  of  the  operations  against  the  French  islands—^ 
slender  resources  of  France  in  the  Indian  seas,  compared  with  her  socccssei  ■ 
short  notice  of  the  first  expedition  of  colonel  Keating  against  Bourbon — the  force 
posted  at  Rodriguez  augmented  to  3650  men — proceeds  a  second  time  to  Bourbon  in  July, 
1810— appears  off  the  island  on  the  7th  of  that  month— difficulties  attendant  oif  the 
disembarkation — parlies  landed,  separated  from  the  main  force  by  the  violence  of  the 
surf— lieutenant-colonel  Macleod  forced  to  uke  post  at  St.  Marie  for  the  night — the 
Baa^eea  sent  to  leeward,  to  attempt  a  landing  in  support  of  the  Ist  brigade, 
destiued  to  that  side  of  the  island,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fraser— 
critical  situation  of  that  officer— overcome  by  a  prompt  and  steady  courage— >taket 
possession  of  the  heights  in  hii  front  —  advances  and  takes  post  on  the  height 
above  St.  /)/mx— descends  towards  the  fortress,  falls  back  at  sun-set,  to  his  first  position, 
-^again  gallantly  moves  forward  on  the  next  morning,  under  the  gallmg  fire  of  the 
enemy— whom  be  drives  frem  their  lines  with  great  slaughter — and  possesses  himself  of 
their  guns  and  batteries— unsuccessful  attempt  to  retake  the  principal  redoubt  by  the 
Frencli — flag  of  truce  sent  out  by  the  enemy —arrival  of  col.  Keating  at  this  juncture— sur- 
render  of  the  island  adjusted  on  the  9th — Mr.  Farquhar,  governor  of  Bourbon>  issues  a 
proclamation,  ii<vitiug  the  inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of  France  to  surrender — takes  posses- 
sion of  the  Isle  de  Pas»e  —return  of  commodore  Duptrr<^  with  his  division,  to  the  French 
island,  accompanied  by  two  captured  lodiameu — the  Windham  cut  off  by  captain  Pjm^ 
of  the  Slr'uu — unfortunate  result  of  an  attack  of  that  officer  on  the  enemy's  division  at 
their  auichorage — with  the  loss  of  the  &ir\m,  NereUe,  and  il/agvdism^— further  loss  of  the 
IpUginia^  and  surrender  of  the  British  garrison  at  the  Isle  de  Passe — the  enemy  V  naval 
force  becomes  the  ascendant— blockades  the  ports  of  Bourbon — the  ^fricmm  arrivee 
from  England,  is  joined  by  the  Boaditea,  which  togjbther  sail  to  raise  the  blockade — the 
engagement  of  the  former  with  two  French  frigates— is  captured— retaken  by  the 
JBoadUea — Bourbon  again  blockaded  by  thefTmi/.and  Victor  corvette — encounter,  and  after 
a  smart  engagcsient  capture  H.  M.*s  frigate  Ceylon,  having  general  Abercrombie  on 
board— the  Fmau  captured,  and  the  dyUn  recaptured  by  commodore  ^•w%— ^Admiral 
Bertie  arrives  froa  the  Cape— titraordioary  activity  of  the  Admiral  to  equip  th»>fiiri- 
tith  ships  for  sea — sails  with  a  division  fmm  Bourbon— blockades  Port  Louis— sails  for 
Rodrignes— is  joined  at  sea  by  admiral  I>rury— proceeds  to  Rodrigues— the  division  of 
troops  arrive  from  Madias— intelligence  received  of  the  approach  of  the  Bengal  diTmoa 
Vol.  12.  *  B 
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—the  admiral  puts  to  Ma«— andprcx:«ed8  directly  to  Grande  Baye— where  it  itdttermincd 
the  armament  ihall  land — army  disembarked  in  the  bay  x>f  Mapon— instantly  march 
into  the  interior-rencounter  the  enemy  about  five  miles  from  the  landing  place— halt 
— loss  on  the  march— the  admiral  moves  forward  to  keep  up  a  communication  with  the 
shore— the  army  march^  on  the  next  morning  and  take  up  a  position  at  the  Moulin  a 
i*«<d5r/— rest  there  for  the  day—the  enemy  shew  themselves  and  retire— the  army- 
advance  to  the  bridge  of  the  Tombeau— which  is  defended,  but  carried  with  a  slight 
loss— Major  O'Kecfe  killed— the  road  enfiladed  by  the  French:  lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell  advances  with  the  fiank  battalion,  dislodges  the  enemy,  but  receives  a  cannoa 
shot  in  the  head — the  enemy  driven  from  the  remaining  battery— enemy  pressed  to  the 
works  of  Port  Louis— general  Abcrcrombie  takes  up  a  position  in  front  of  that  garrison 
—flag  of  truce  sent  out — capitulation  signed  and  ratified  for  the  surrender  of  the  island 
—importance  of  the  capture  and  general  reflections. 


The  events,  that  the  present  histo- 
lical  sketoh  embraces,  are  of  a  difife- 
rent  order  and  character  from  those 
which  are  the  objects  of  its  ordinary 
detail.  They  relate,  not  merely  to 
military  operations  against  the  restless 
adventurers  of  a  soil,  ever  fruitful  oV 
such  produce,  not  against  the  weak 
and  timid  neighbourhood  of  native 
princes,  often  invaded  without  cause 
and  always  with  success,  but  to  har- 
dier and  nobler  enterprizes,  directed 
in  open  hostility  against  a  declared 
foe,  invidious  of  the  British  pre-emi- 
nence in  the  East,  and  a  rival,  not 
only  in  temper,  but  in  power  and  re- 
sources ;  and,  therefore,  an  enemy 
provoking  and  justifying  assault,  and 
worthy  of  our  contention.  This,  the 
higher  and  more  legitimate  exercise  of 
the  right  of  war,  naturally  demands 
the  first  attention,  and  engrosses  our 
earliest  notice. 

Although  France,  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  has  not  been  permitted  to  un- 
furl her  flag  on  the  waters  that  wash 
three  quarters  of  the  civilized  world  5 
she  has  yet  engaged,  and  in  many  in- 
stances mocked,  through  her  insular 
possessions  in  the  Indian  ocean,  our 
naval  superioriiy;  has  arrested  and 
intercepted  our  commerce  5  and  has 
borne  it,  in  spile  of  all  our  counter- 
vailing efforts,  as  a  rich  prize,  inlo  the 
bosom  of  her  ports.  With  two  islands, 
incapable  of  maititaining  their  own 
population,  and  with  scarcely  a  fri^dly 
h^boar  of  resort,  this  active  and  en- 
terprising power  has  committed  de- 
predations OB  t^e  direct   British  a&d 


coasting  trade  of  India,  to  the  amount 
of  some  millions  sterling. 

It  is  not  easy  to  account  for  national 
supineness  here,  when  everywhere  else 
it  has  been  the  struggle  and  the  tri- 
umph of  our  policy  to  frustrate  anj 
destroy  the  maritime  eflforts  and  re- 
sources of  the  enemy.  It  would  ap- 
pear, even,  that  France  would  not 
now  have  to  experience  and  lament  the 
loss  of  het*  last  transmarine  dependen- 
cies, if  it  had  required  any  direct  ex- 
ertion of  the  council,  or  vigour  of  the 
British  ministry.  It  has  been  left  to 
the*  governor-general  of  India,  proba- 
bly under  the  forcible  impression  of 
immediate  commercial  suffering,  or 
its  consequences,  at  so  late  a  date  as 
the  year  J  810,  to  plan  and  execute  a 
serious  attack,  on  the  French  islands  ; 
ibr  the  surprize  and  temporary  posses- 
sion of  the  Isle  of  fiourbon,  as  men- 
tioned in  our  preceding  volume,  doe« 
not  range  under  this  description.  'The 
original  destination  of  the  force  frona 
Bombay,  under  lieutenant-col.  Keat- 
ing, in  1 8O9,  was  principally  directed 
with  a  view  to  afford  protection  to  hit 
majesty's  ships,  while  seeking  ocpa- 
sicnal  refreshment  or  equipment  on 
the  circumjacent  coast ;  and  to  ascer- 
tain by  the  means  which  a  local  sta- 
tion might  be  expected  to  furnish,  the 
accessible  points  to  the  islands.  For 
this  purpose  Rodriguez  was  selected 
and  occupied  by  the  coobmander  of  the 
British  land  forces,  and  thence,  an  op- 
portunity was  seized  fot  annoying  the 
enemy  by  a  sudden  descent  on  Bourbon, 
which  was  attended  by  those  (tiikiiig 
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and  sdvsBtageons  oiicwflgtances  de- 
tailed in  the  las^  volooie  of  the  re- 
.gister. 

In  the  spring  of  1810>  a  conside- 
rable reinforcement  was  ordered,  by 
lord  Minto,  to  the  troops  nnder  the 
command  of  lieatenant-colonel  Keat- 
ing;- angmen  ling  them  from  the  dif- 
ferent Indinn  presidencies,  to  3650  rank 
and  file,  of  Whom  one  half  nearly  were 
JSiuropeans.  To  the  attempt,  proposed 
to  be  enforced  by  snch  numbers,  aided 
also  by  his  Majesty *s  navy  on  the  sta- 
tion, it  was  supposed,  that  little  re- 
sistance wonid  be  offered  by  the  enemy. 
So  confident  did  the  governor-general 
teem  of  success,  that,  in  anticipation 
of  the  capture,  he  had  nominated  a 
civilian,  (Mr.  Farquhar)  who  accom- 
panied the  expedition,  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  island.  The  transports, 
OD  which  the  reinforcement  was  em- 
Imrk^,  arrived  off  Rodriguez  on  the 
20th  of  June ;  but  it  was  not  until  the 
third  of  July,  from  the  i^nfavourable 
atate  of  the  weather,  that  the  expedi- 
tion could  proceed. 

Before  the  troops  sailed  from  Rodri- 
guez, lieutenant' colonel  Keating,  ez- 
l^ined  to  the  commandants  of  the  va- 
rious brigades,  the  private  information 
be  had  received  of  the  enemy's  strength 
and  position,  and  the  nature  of  the  at- 
tack, he  had  in  consequence,  resolved 
opoo.  This  communication  was  se- 
cretly, and  confidentially,  made  to  the 
brigadiers  on  the  1st  of  July,  by  which 
it  was  shewn,  that  it  was  the  gallant 
determination  of  the  British  command- 
ant, to  use  his  own  words ;  "  to  strike 
the  first  blow,  at  the  very  heart  of  the 
enemy,"  leaving  further  operations  to 
be  guided  hy  contingencies.  Instead 
of  knding  the  British  force  in  the 
south,  or  south-east  of  the  island,  as 
expected  by  the  French,  and  making 
regular  advances,  against  St.  Denis  and 
Sc.  Paul's,  colonel  Keating  directed  an 
immediate  assault  of  the  capital,  by 
several  attacks  of  tha  different  brigades, 
appointed  to  act  in  concert,  at  the 
same  moment  -,  conceiving,  as  it  often 
happetis,  that  the  fortune  of  the  is* 
land  would  depend  on  the  fate  of  the 
•capital. 

The  British  f<Hce,  orcterad  to  give 


effect  to  this  bold  design^  was  divided 
into  four  brigades;  the  first  of 
which  was  commanded  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Fraser,  the  second  by  iieute* 
nant-colonel  Drummond,  the  third  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Macleod,  and  the 
fourth,  by  lieutenant-colonel  Camp- 
bell. The  last  brigade  was  appointed 
to  the  honourable,  post  of  the  advance, 
the  third,  to  act  as  a  body  of  reserve  ; 
while  the  second  brigade,  was  to  oc- 
cupy the  batteries  at  Possessiw,  to  be 
leinforced  by  the  third  brigade,  forming 
the  rear  column,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Fraser. 

Shortly  after  the  communication  of 
the  plan  of  the  intended  operations  to 
the  officers  commanding  brigades,  H. 
M.'s  ship  La  iVerfi^e  arrired  at  Hodri-^ 
guez,  bringing  some  important  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  distribution  of  the 
enemy's  force  j  which  rendered  it  ne-* 
cessary  for  colonel  Keating  to  issoe 
additional  instructions,  and  to  alter  the 
order  of  attack.  By  the  new  disposi- 
tion, the  first  brigade  was  converted 
from  a  rear,  or  passive  corps,  to  take 
advantage  of  adventitious  circumstan- 
ces, into  an  active  and  assailing  force  ; 
and  subsequent  unforeseen,  and  un- 
controllable events,  produced  a  most 
essential  alteration  in  the  actual  opera- 
tions of  the  troops,  as  well  as  in  the' 
original  disposal  of  them ;  which 
will  be  noticed  in  the  proper  place. 

On  the  6th  in  the  afternoon,  the 
whole  of  the  transports,  having  the 
British  force  on  board,  came  to  the 
point  of  rendezvous,  about  ^fij  miles 
to  the  windward  of  the  island  ;  when 
the  troops  were  removed  from  the  pri- 
vate ships  on  board  bis  majesty's  squa- 
dron, consisting  of  the  Boadicea,  Si"  ' 
riiis,  Ipkigenia,  Magicienne,  and  Ne* 
reide,  under  the  command  of  commo« 
dore  Rowley,  which  stood  immedi- 
ately for  the  different  points  of  debark- 
ation. * 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  7th,  most  of  the  ships  had  arrived 
at  their  destined  stations,  off  the  ishind, 
and  made  immedihte  preparations  for 
the  landing  of  the  troops. 

The  beach  to  the  northward  of  tha 
capital  from  St.   Marije,    to  within 
gun-shot  of  the  imperial  battery,  was 
B  2 
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reconnoitred  by  lieateoant-ool.  Ctanp^^ 
bell,  oi  H.  M.'s  3Sci  regimeati.  com-* 
manding  the  4tb  or  advasce  brigade, 
and  by  capUnn  WiUougkby^  oiF  the* 
royal  navy ;.  who,  from  the  favourable 
state  of  the  weather,  and  tbe-apparent 
want  of  strength  of  the  enemy  at  this 
point,  recommended  an  immedbte  de- 
barkation. About  150  light  troops  of 
the  4th  brigade,  with  Ueuienanl-colo* 
nel  Campbell  at  their  head,  and  a  party 
of  seamen,  under  co/^/ain  WUlovghhy, 
were  accordingly  landed,  without  loss 
of  time,  and  reached  the  shore  about 
four  o'clock. 

About  the  san^e  time,  and  with  a 
like  number  of  troops,  lieutenant- c(A, 
Maclead  of  H.  M.^  69th  regiment, 
€K>mmanding  the  third  brigade,  effeeted 
a  landing  somewhat  to  the  right  of  the 
troops,  previously  disembarked  usder 
the  orders  of  colonel  Campbell. 

Scarcely  had  this  comparatively  smaU 
body  of  men  obtained  a  footing  on  the 
beach,  when  the  wind,  which  is  very 
uncertain  in  these  latitudes,  suddenly 
sod  violently  Increased,  staving  some  of 
the  boats  in  the  act  of  debarking  the 
ttien,  and  rendering  the  landing  of  fur« 
ther  numbers  not  only  dangerous, 
but,  as  the  event  proved,  impracticable. 
Every  measure,  which  the  skill  of  the 
commodore  could  devise,  or  the  intrepi- 
dity <rftl>enavy  execute,  were  resorted 
to,  but  in  vain,  for  the  purpose  of  assist- 
ing this  part  of  the  eatpedition,  cut  off 
and  separated  from  tbe  main  body, 
from  the  imminent  perilous  situation 
to  which  k  was  accidentally  exposed^ 
After  having  exhausted  all  the  ordinary 
means  for  effecting  the  desh'cd  pur- 
pose, a  new  experiment  was  made,  by 
running  the  XJdney,  a  small  transport, 
upon  the  beach,  in  the  hope  that  the 
troops  might  be  epabled  to  land  over 
her  stern,  or  perhaps,  under  her  lee, 
but  this  ingenious  cootrivance  was 
utterly  frustrated  by  the  fury  of  th« 
eletnents,  thoagh  the  vessel  was  con- 
ducted to  the  appointed  spot  on  ibe 
beach,  by  Ueutenanf  Lloyd^  the  se- 
oondof  ihm  Boadicea,  wittk  the  same 
daring  and  generally  successful- spirit^ 
thouirh  here  anavailiog,  which  usually 
diEanf'ii^besjthe  operations  of  theBri^ 
tiai:  '^.\\y.  This  la$t  attempt  failiug,  ail 


eipectafeioa  waa  cot  effof  wooemxxiag 
the  troops-  00  shore^  either  by  addM 
ttonal  numbers  or  supplies,   for  tbal 
evenings  and  there  •  aeeiaed  hardly  a 
possibUity  of  coflnmimicatiDg,  till  that 
was  no«r  left  to  be  achieved,  tbe  in* 
structions,    necessary   in   this  critical 
state  of  things,  of  the  commaadant  of 
the  expedition    to   the    coaamandipg 
officer    on  shore.      But  what  enter* 
prize  is  above  the  acconiplishnient  of 
genuine  British  courage  ?     Lieateoaat 
Foulstone,  without  awaiting  solicitatioB 
or  orders,  bravely  and  generously  vo* 
luoteered  to  carry    his    cofsmandex's 
orders  to  ihe  shore,  and  succeeded  in 
a  heavy  and 'overwhelming  surf,    ia 
effecting  this  wished«*for  object.    Lien* 
tenant-colonel  Macleod;  the  command-* 
ing  officer  on  the  spot,  in  consequenco 
of  the  orders  thus  conveyed,  dictated 
by    the  unexpected  turn    of  a&irs^ 
took  possession  and  occupied  Si.  Maru 
for  the  night,  awaiting  reinforcmenta 
and  further  instructions  in  the  morniog. 
In  this  unpropitious  mantier,  dki  thia 
tlie  first  operation  of  the  expeditioa 
proceed.    The  commaoding  officer  t)f 
the  troops,  and  the  commandant  of  tbo 
naval  forces,  alike  experienced,  in  tbe 
approaching  night,  the  same  appreben- 
^ons  for  the  safsty  of  those  brave  and 
gallant  men,  who  had  commenced  ao 
inauspiciotisly   their  joint  labours  for 
the  redtiction  of  the  «nemy.     Not» 
however,    sinking  under  misfbrtonea^ 
nor  discouraged  by  this  unfortunate  be* 
ginning,  the  naval  and  military  com* 
mandttits  embraced  the  first  opportn* 
nity,    and    the   only    expedient  that 
o^red  itself,  for  sending,  by  a  circui* 
tous  route,  since  it  could  not  be  di* 
rectly  accomplished,  the  succour  and 
stores,  so  immediately  required  by  tb« 
force  lately  landed,    for  the  maiute« 
nance  of  its  position*     Seeing  the  im- 
practicability of  disembarking  any  moi^ 
troops  to  thew^indward,  during  tbe  ex- 
isting state  of  the  weather,  whidi  had 
not  abated  in  its  violence,  the  Magid^ 
tnne,  shaving  on  board  the  2d^  brigade^ 
was  dispatched  about  ten  o*cbck  at 
nigbt  to  Grande  Chaloupe>  to  leeward  ^ 
whither  it  was  also  determined  that 
the  BoatRcea,    the  commodore's  shipy 
-wit))  4ucb  traasporti  as  bad  military 
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•tons  4ya  board,  tfaould  follow  on  thQ 
SQCceediog  morniog.  Captain  Laip- 
Wrt,  io  the  Ipbigeoia,  was  ordered  to 
wait  in  his  situdtk^n  towindward,  to 
take  advantage  of  a  favourable  change 
of  the  weather^  if  any  should  occur,  to 
debark  a  part  of  the  3d  brigade,  yet 
remaining  on  board  his  ship,  on  the 
beach  near  St.  Marie. 

At  day  light  on  the  8th,  the  Boadi' 
€€a,  according  to  this  arrangeraent' 
with  the  transports,  having  on  board 
the  remainder  of  the  third  and  fourth 
brigades,  proceeded  to  and  effected  a 
landing  ai  Grande  ChaJoupe,  about  11 
p'clock,  A.  M.  on  the  same  moming. 
^  To  this  point|  also,  it  is  now  neces- 
aary  to^ accompany  the  first  brigade*  of 
which  we  have  for  some  time  lost  sight ; 
which  having  embarked  on  the  Sirius, 
captain  Pifm,  and  two  fast  sailing 
transports,  parted  company  from  the 
squadron,  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  in- 
ataat,  when  the  men  of  war  and  trans- 
ports, having  the  other  three  brigades 
4>n  boaixl,  under  the  immediate  coounand 
of  commodore  Rowley,  as  immediately 
described,  sailed  to  their  respective  des- 
.tinations.  » 

Captain  Pym,  with  his  wonted  ala- 
crity and  address,  availing  himself  of 
every  advantageous  circumstance, 
which  be  could  force  to  his  favour, 
conducted  this  part  of  the  expedition 
to  its  position  about  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 
on  the  7th  instant,  and  had  landed  nearly 
the  whole  t)efore  two  o'clock  the  same 
•afternoon. 

This  brigade,  gallantly  conunanded 
by  Mbtenant-colonel  Fraser,  intended 
originally  as  the  rear  of  the  assailing 
force,  had  by  the  change  of  the  plan  of 
attack i  but  more  by  the  mode  of  de- 
fence adopted  by  the  enemy,  to  perform 
the  office,  and  ordinary  duty  of  the 
adfonce ;  and  was  by  its  demonstrations 
add  attacks,  happily  the  means  of 
occupying,  from  the  moment  of  its 
hinding,  the  whole,  attention  of  the 
French,  and  thereby  diverting  it  from 
theforl<xti,  and  helpless  condition  of 
our  troops  landed  in  the  opposite  di- 

TbQ/French  commandant,  on  per- 
^Kvlng  the  frigate  and  transports  ap- 
,proaching  the  shore,  dispatched  a  par^ 
'of  riflemen,  to  harass  the  troops  m 


landing  i  shewing,  by  the  nature  of  th« 
deception,  that  it  was  intended  to  dis* 
pate  every  inch  of  ground.  Lieutenant^ 
coloneUFraser  was  among  the  first 
that  jumped  on  shore,  and  so  soon  as 
the  light  company  of  H.  M.'s  86th  regi- 
ment; commanded  by  lieutenant 
Mc  Lecm,  supported  by  the  grena- 
diers of  the  same  corps,  under  captain 
Lamphier,  could  be  formed  on  the 
beach,  they  were  pushed  on,  Ueute* 
nant'Colonel  Fraser  leading  the  way> 
against  the  small  portion  of  the  enemy*« 
rifiemen,  keeping  up  a  continual  and 
galling  Jire,  whom  they  every  where 
dislodged  and  dispersed,  and  forced 
their  way  to,  and  took  secure  possession 
of  the  heights.  This  service  was  as  suc- 
cessfully, as  promptly  and  bravely  ex- 
ecuted :  in  which  major  ilfa//Aefc;j,  of 
H.  M.'s  19th  regiment,  ha  1  the  honour 
to  participate  as  a  volunteer. 

Feelinghimself  confident  in  his  foot- 
ing, colonel  Fraser  halted  here,  until 
he  was  joined  bjr  the  body  of  his  regi- 
ment, when  he*again  moved  forward, 
without  waiting  for  the  artillery,  sepoys 
or  pioneers,  and  reaching,  with  little 
obstruction,  the  height  above  Si,  Z>«- 
nis,  he  coolly  descended  towards  the 
fortress,  with  about  350  bayonets,  to 
watch  the  enemy's  batteries. 

At  sun -set,  which  was  now  fast  ap- 
proaching, having  not  sufficient  .light 
for  reconnoitring  the  ground,  nor  any 
hope,  firom  the  extreme  violence  of  the 
surf,  of  immediate  co-operation  from 
the  troops  landed  at  another  point,  co* 
lonel  Fraser  prudently  determin^  to 
postpone  his  attack  on  the  batteries, 
until  the  ensuing  morning.  He  did 
not,  however,  discover  his  designed 
retreat  to  the  enemy,  until  it  was  too 
dark  for  him  to  benefit  any  thing  from 
the  retrograde  movement.  Colonel 
Fraser  then  repossessed  himself  of  the 
height,  which  he  had  last  quitted ; 
where  he  took  up  his  position  for  the 
night  J  a  post,  completely  cutting  o^" 
all  communication  between  the  last 
mentioned  garrison  and  St.  Paul's.  In 
the  course  ot"  the  night  he  was  joined 
by  the  sepoys,  pioneers,  and  artillery, 
with  a  43-inch  howitzer,  and  soose 
spare  ammunition. 

At  four  o'clock,  A.  M.  on  the  ^''* 
leaving  the  sepoys  posted  on  the 
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mit  of  the  height  to  protect  hi«  rear, 
from  a  possible  attack  from  the  garri- 
son of  St.  PauPs,  colonel  Fraser,  with 
his  small  band,  began  to  descend  the 
mountain,  and  before  his  advanced 
guard  had  reached  the  work  which 
the  British  party  had  occupied  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  he  was  challenged  by 
theenemy*s  sentries  who  had  been  plant- 
ed to  watch  his  motions.  The  column, 
nevertheless,  advanced  and  possessed 
itself  of  the  position,  judiciously  se- 
lected for  that  purpose  by  its  com- 
mandant on  the  night  before. 

At  daylight,  the  enemy  was  col- 
lected in  fall  force,  and  opened  a  heavy 
'fire  of  ordnance  and  musquetry,  on  the 

«  'British  column  ;  while  his  sharp-shoot- 
ers were  detached  to  harass  its  flank, 
on  the  march.  The  French  force  was 
drawn  up  on  the  plain,  in  two  columns, 
each  with  a  field  piece  at  its  head,  sup- 
ported by  a  number  of  pieces  of  heavy 
cannon,  mounted,  in  dreadful  array, 
on  the  redoubt.  Under  a  mixed  show- 
er of  balls,  issuing  all  at  once  from 
the  many  and  deep-toned  mouths  of 
the  ordnante  and  musquetry,  was  the 
truly  heroic  British  party,  (so  soon  as 
the  sun  beamed  upon  ir,  and  discover- 

'^'it  to  its  anxious  countrj'men,  gazing 
with  adnriiration  from  the  shipping,) 
seen  winding  its  slow,  steady,  and  un- 
broken way  adown  the  mountain, 
under  the  cool  and  determined  gui- 
dance of  its  brave  leader,  until  it  reached 
the  level  of  the  plain,  when  instantly  the 
order  was  given  for  the  charge  ;  and 
the  British  grenadiers  and  light  infan- 
try, taking  the  post  of  honour,  as  they 
are  wont,  rushed  impetuous  on  the 
foe,  followed  closely  by  their  emulous 
companions  in  the  ranks,  and  bore 
every  thing  down  before  them. 

Tlie  enemy,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  onset,  remained  at  his  guns  ; 
but  when  he  sa;*r  that  their  thunder 
was  to  be  returned  by  the  still,  but 
deaidly  push  of  the  bayonet,  he  would 
not  wait  the  a«:sault,  bat  retiring  to  the 
contiguous  fortified  holds,  he  endea- 
voured to  jscreen  himself  behind  the 
parapets;  whence  he  was  driven  by 
the  sight  of  the  dreaded  weapon  in  the 
hands  of  the  grenadiers.  The  French 
officer    second     in    command    was 


wounded,  and  taken  prisoner  by  cap- 
tain Lamphier,  of  the  grenadiers,  and 
Mr.  De  Lu^anne,  the  French  Com- 
mandant, being  closely  pursued,  escaped 
with  great  difficulty.  The  neighbour- 
ing redoubts,  with  the  artillery  upon 
them,  fell  one  by  one  in  succession,  such 
was  the  impression  made  by  the  intre- 
pidity and  success  of  the  charge,  al- 
most without  opposition,  and  were  im- 
mediately converted,  by  the  activity 
and  prudence  of  the  British  command- 
ant, from  adverse  instruments  into 
means  of  annoyance. 

A  solitary  attempt,  after  the  confu- 
sion had  subsided,  was  naade  by  a  party 
of  the  enemy  to  retake  the  principal 
redoubt,  on  which  the  British  colours 
were  displayed,  but  was  gallantly  re- 
pulsed, with  the  loss  of  its  command- 
ing officer.  Thus  was  the  main  force 
of  the  island  repelled  and  absolutely 
defeated,  it  is  scarcely  credible  in  nar- 
ration, by  a  body  of  troops,  but  British 
troops  !  not  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  six  hundred  men  :  and  these,  it 
must  be  the  ever  proud  recollection  of 
colonel  Fraser,  and  the  grateful  s6nse 
of  his  country,  that  he  had  the  honor 
to  command. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  same  afternoon 
the  enemy  sent  our  a  flag  of  truce  to 
lieutenant-colonel  Fraser,  asking  term's 
for  the  garrison,  which  were  promptly 
and  peremptorily  refused  by  the  bri- 
gadier, unless  the  surrender  of  the 
island  was  included  in  the  conditions. 
Major  Edwards  of  H.  M.'s  86th  re^ 
giment  was  dispatched  to  the  French 
head-quarters  to  bring  the  capitulation 
to  a  short  issue.  Soon  after,  or  about 
this  time,  colonel  Drummond's  brigade, 
the  2d,  had  been  ordered  to  assist,  and 
had  formed  a  junction  with  the  first ; 
and  colonel  Keating,  having  on  the 
same  morning  arrived  off  Grande  Cha^ 
loupe,  with  Commodore  Rowley,  on 
the  Bodicea,  and  having  landed  his 
force,  prepared  to  move  for  the  heights, 
which  he  attained  at  two  o'clock  P.  M. 
and  at  four  o'clock,  having  given  all  the 
necessary  «nd  well-adapted  instruction's 
to  the  different  bodies  of  men,  now 
landed  from  the  ships,  and  in  readiness 
to  proceed  to  their  destined  points,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  simultaneous 
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^attack  on  the  gtoison,  was  on  the  Very 
>  instant  of  giving  the  word  ''  advance/' 
when  a  message  was  forwarded  to  him 
by  colonel  Eraser,  with  the  grateful 
intelligence,  that  he  had  received  a 
trompet  from  the  enemy,  with  an 
officer,  demanding  a  suspension  of 
arms,  on  the  honourable  basis  of  the 
sarrender  of  the  whole  island. 

The  formal  capitulation,  was  not 
signed  by  the  French  commander,  and 
the  British  naval  and  military  com- 
mandant, until  the  evening  of  the  pth^ 
which  stipulated  for  the  immediate 
evacuation  of  all  the  military  posts  on 
the  island  and  the  surrender  of  all 
public  stores  ;  the  troops  to  be  held  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  to  be  embarked 
at  a  convenient  season^  for  the  Cape, 
or  England-—  but  in  consideration  of 
.the  distinguished  character  of  colonel 
iMsanne,  and  his  otiicers,  and  of  their 
gallant  defence  of  the  place,  the  officers 
of  all  ranks  were  allowed  to  preserve 
their  swords  and  military  decorations. 

The  ordnance  found  at  St.  Denis  and 
St.  Paul's  alone,  amounted  to  145  pie- 
ces of  heavy  artillery,  with  suitable 
stores. 

Thus  in  a  few  boors,  and  by  the 
actual  operation  of  but  a  handful  of 
men,  was  the  very  extensive  and  valua- 
ble colony  of  Bourbon,  or>  as  recently 
denominated,  the  Isle  of  Buonaparie, 
with  a  population  exceeding  100,000 
sools,  aidded  to  the  British  dominions. 
Injustice,  however,  to  the  very  able 
arrangements  of  the  British  naval  and 
military  commandants,  as  well  as  to 
the  spirit  shewn  by  the.  enemy,  it  roust 
be  admitted,  that  the  event  was  expe- 
dited by  the  appearances  and  demon- 
strations made  in  every  quarter,  for 
more  general  operations,  and  which 
only  had  been  retarded  by  the  unfa- 
voiablenets  of  the  weather,  and  after- 
wards rendered  unnecessary,  by  the 
striking  and  itnmediately  felt  impres- 
aion  made  by  the  British  grenadiers. 

This  very  brilliant  service  was  ef- 
fected   by  the  <;oqaparativjBly    trifling 


loss,  on  the  part  of  the  British,  of  18 
killed  and  Jg  wounded,  and  those  prin- 
cipally of  the  flank  companies  of  his 
majesty.  86th  regiment.  Of  the  former 
number  was  lieutenant  John  Graham 
Munro,  And  among  the  latter,  majoi: 
Jf^.  J,  Edwards,  lieutenant  M.  Creagh, 
lieutenant  yi,  Mc.  Lean,  lieutenant  A* 
K.  Blackwali,  lieutenant  /.  Jf^ebi, 
lieutenant  JV.  R.  JVhite,  lieutenant 
Spinks,  and  lieutenant  Wdnnell, 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
very  considerable,  is  not  ascertained.* 

The  thanks  due  to  the  perseverance 
and  bravery  of  the  troops,  was  paid 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Keating \'\n  a 
general  order,  on  the  gth  of  July,  in 
which  the  eminent  services  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Fraser,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  McLeod,  and  the  forces  serv- 
ing under  their  res>pective  orders,  were 
distinguihhingly  mentioned  j  and  re- 
peated afterwards  in  an  otiicial  cor- 
respondence with  the  secretary  of 
state,  and  the  supreme  ga\'ernment  of 
India,  in  which  also  the  cheerful  co- 
operative services  of  the  different 
officers  commanding  brigades  wera 
noticed  in  becoming  terms. 

Commodore  Rowley,  captains  Pyra, 
Lambert,  Curtis,  and  Willoughby,  and 
other  officers  of  the  naval  department, 
who  had  opportunities  of  signalizing 
themselves  in  the  coiuiucc  of  this  suc- 
cessful enterprise,  were  spoken  of  in 
these  dispatches,  with  the  glowing  ex^ 
pressions,  which  military  feeling  oa 
these  occasions  is  ever  happy  to  us« 
and  which  naval  merit,  free  from  pro- 
fessional jealousy,  is  always  sure  |o 
demand. 

As  the  capture  of  this  island  formed 
but  a  preliminary  of  the  design  of  th# 
governor-general  of  India,  which  had 
an  aspect  to  the  entire  reduction  of 
the  enemy's  power  in  these  seas,  pre- 
parations  were  speeding  at  all  the  In- 
dian presidences  in  the  interval  of  ihe 
operations,  for  the  pursuit  of  the  ul- 
terior part  of  the  expedition;  and 
means  seem  to  have  been  employed  by 


*  For  the  particBlar  detail  of  the  operations  of  the  expedition^see  the  official  cor- 
fctpondence  of  colonel  Keating,  froio  page  S5  to  57  inclusive,  in  the  Bengal  Occurrciicet, 
and  the  report  of  lieotenant-colonel  Fraser,  of  the  9th  of  July,  from  page  117  to  119 
IfaditM  Occorrcnces. 
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bU  lordship  to  obtain  the  counteoance 
of  the  British  ministry,  and  the  co-ope- 
ration of  a  force  from  the  mother 
coantry,  for  efTecting  the  last  grand 
objects-^the  reduction  of  the  Isle  of 
France. 

•  Intelligence  of  the  early  success  of 
his  majesty's  and  Vhe  honourable  the 
East  India  company's  arms  was  re- 
ceived at  Madras  on  the  Idih,  and  at 
Calcutta  on  the  24th  of  August,  which 
gave  new  energy  to  the  military  pre- 
))aration8  then  urged  at  those  places. 

In  anticipation  of  the  coming  armies, 
and  the  expected  success  from  their 
presence,  and  elated  probably  by  the 
recent  advantages  attendant  on  the 
British  arms,  Mr  Farquhar,  the  gover- 
nor of  Bourbon,  devised,  a  Tew  days 
ftubsequent  to  the  capture,  an  address, 
,  in  the  form  of  a  proclamation,  to  the 
inhabiUnts  of  the  Isle  of  Fratice, 
vhidi  he  found  the  means  of  distri- 
buting on  the  island,  from  the  surprise 
and  capture  of  the  Isle  de  la  Passe,  in 
the  night  of  the  13th  of  Angust,  by 
250  men,  landed  from  his  roajesty^s 
frigates.  This  is  a  stnall  isle,  situate 
at  the  entrance  of  the  mouth  of  Port 
Imperial,  commanding  an  easy  com- 
munication with,  and  being  only  three 
miles  distant  fi'om,  the  main  land. 
This  official  paper,*  after  contrasting 
the  good  faith  aixi  works  of  the  Eng- 
ibh,  with  the  perfidy  and  evil  deeds  of 
the  French — after  calling  the  present 
guiferings  of  tl^e  inhabitants  before 
their  eyes,  and  the  future  favours  they 
might  expect  to  enjoy  from  British 
connection,  after  holding  out  alternate 
promises  and  threats,  seeks  to  seduce 
them  from  iheir  allegiance  to  PratKe, 
atxi  concludes  by  telling  (hem,  that  all 
resistance'  will  t>e  useless  .md  ruinous 
to  themselves  and  to  their  prbperty,  it 
being  the  positive  orders,  and  deter- 
mined reiiolution  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, to  SKitjugate  all  quarters  and 
jiiarts  of  the  island  by  force  of  arms. 

It  doeg  not  appear  that  this  address 
to  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  islanders. 


bad  any  oiher  effwt,  than  of  pradiKSng 
a  tort  of  coanter-prodaoMitkm,  ad* 
dressed  to  the  loyaKy  of  the  Freoob 
inhabitants  by  their  lawful  governor. 
Bbt  our  attention  is  called  from  these 
circumstances,  arisiog  out  of  the  flat- 
tery, the  pride,  and  flush  of  conquest, 
to  the  contempladon  of  events,  cal- 
culated to  excite  far  less  agreeable  sen- 
sations. We  are  required,  in  this 
place,  to  recount,  however  uousual  and 
painful  the  taA,  the  temporary  dia- 
comficure  of  oar  naval  superiority,  in 
this  very  vital  part,  where  iu  existence 
seemed  essentially  necessary  to  the 
security  of  the  acqcrishion  made,  as  well 
as  a  means.  Sf  not  the  only,  the  almost 
indispensable  means  of  future  con- 
quest. 

Oor  frigates,  comnaaiKled  by  the 
most  enterprising  officers,  which  had, 
for  a  longtime,  sealed  up  in  bis  own 
ports,  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy's 
naval  fWrce,  while  omr  expeditions  were 
employed  in  the  captut«  of  hta  most 
valuable  possessions,  were  now,  sad 
reverse,  compelled,  ^om  the  chance  df 
fortune,  and  of  war,  both  unfavourMy 
combining,  to  abandon  their  cobb^ 
manditig  situations,  and  for  a  while  to 
refirain,  not  an  ordinary  incident,  from 
Gourting)md  jR>rcing  comest. 

The  sailing  of  the  French  squadron, 
the  Betkma,  Minerva,  and  Victor  cor* 
vette,  on  a  cruite,  under  the  French 
commodore,  Duperre,  in  the  neioatb  of 
March  preceding,  had  principally  oo- 
casioned  the  temporary  ascendancy  of 
the  British  naval  force  off  the  inlands  $ 
but  the  time  now  approached  fbr  the 
return  of  this  squadron,  with  accessional 
strength,  which  was  t6  give  a  decided 
turn  to  the  balance  of  naval  power,  on 
the  side  of  the  French. 

On  the  20Ch  of  July  fhe  French 
coniAHxIore  appeared  off  fhe  souths 
east  of  the  Isie  of  France,  in  the  Bd- 
lona,  in  company  with  the  Minerva 
frigate,  Victor,  sloop  of  War,  and  the 
IfrndhamBod  Ceyhnflndmoen,  cap- 
tared,  with  several  country  ships.  In 


•  See  p.  46,  Befigal  Occurrenoes. 

t  The«e  s^iips,  with  the  Asteli,  another  compaoy*:!  sHp,  then  sailhif  unfler  the  orders 

vf.commodatv  Meiiton,  eommander  of  Um  Ceylon,  were  atUM^ked,  on  ttie    dd  of 

July,  by  the  French  division,  just  described,  in  their  vovage  from  tlie  CSape  of  6ood 

Hope  to  Madras,  io  the  inner  passage,  near  the  island  of  Johaoaa,  aad  sostaiaed  a  very 
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Captato  Pym,  haviAg  dTspatelfed  his 
prise  to  Bourbon,  set  all  sail  and 
sbaped  a  feigned  coune  to  the  south- 
ward^ not  to  alarm  the  enemy  in 
Port  Lonis^  in  order  to  mask  his  in- 
tended operations.  Although  he  had 
by  this  stratagem  to  traverse Inore  way^ 
in  very  rough  weather,  be  yet  had 
the  good  fortune  to  join  the  Nereide  off 
the  isle  de  Passe  at  noon  on  the  22d^ 
in  order  to  concert  measures  with  the 
commander  of  the  latter  vessel,  for 
the  annoyance  of  the  enemy.  After  re- 
connoitring the  position  chosen  by  the 
French  force,  which  was  verj*  advan- 
tageously taken,  admitting  of  a  con- 
stant communication  with  the  shoro^ 
captain  Pym,  notwithstanding  this  mm* 
nifest  superiority  cf  the  enemy's  titiia« 
tion  and  force,  determined  on  an  iflN 
mediate  attack.  The  Nereide,  fatvin|| 
made  the  signal  of  her  being  ready« 
and  a  pilot  having  been  sent  from  this 
ship  on  board  the  Sirius,  they  bolli 
proceeded,  with  undaunted  courage  aid 
in  gallant  bearing,  to  encounter  tlie 
enemy ;  and  had  arrived  within  a  mile 
of  his  line,  when,  from  the  force  df 
the  corpent,  or  error  in  the  pilot,  tn 
tracing  the  course  of  the  channel,  or 
some  inevitable,  unknown  cause,  the 
Sirius  suddenly  ran  aground  on  the 
sheal  of  the  Petite  P<use ;  and  indespitb 
of  all  remedial  efforts,  could  not  be 
liberated  from  that  distressing  mtoa^ 
tion,  until  eight  o'clock  the  next  mom- 
-ing. 

The  enemy,  apprised  by  the  mow- 
ment  just  made,  and  so  unhappily  dis- 
appointed, of  the  design  of  the  British 
cruisers,  sen:  on  board  the  French  coHi- 
modore  immediate  ivinforcements  of 
Kamen,  who  had  been  marched  for 
thtti  purpose  overhiod  from  a  port  oti 
the  opposite  side  of  the  island.  Gsm»- 
rel  Becaen,  the  governor  of  (he  istend, 
dispatched  also  a  strong  naval  aid,  ill 
the  frigates,  Mtrea,  J^nus^  and  La 
Monche  ^  nnder  the  command  of  cap- 
tain //aimn^/in,  from  pot  Napoleon,  to 

^jBUaait  andliirdiftnigtit  actioa  with  this  vary  superior  force  for  several  koiiTs,wheB  tfl% 
ef  them,  having  soffmd  innostserioiis  loss  id  kilM  aod  woimdedy'  and  much  lojary  in 
tteir  bull,  masts,  and  ri{:ging,  were  compelled  to  strike  to  the  enemy.  TLc  A^UV  wss 
fiNtiuale  cjlDKHigh  to  effect  ber  escape,  under  cover  of  the  pigbt.  For  tiie  particulars  of  this 
^lalusl&ir,see  the  letters  of  captain  Stein^iirt,  of  tlie  Vinlhaui,  p. ol  ot  the  Bengal 


^km  eonrtie  of  the  crai».  Oo  netfrieg 
the  isle  deRrase^  the  commodore  dis- 
-covered  the  French  NaOonal  flag  %ing, 
with  a  signal  advising  him,  "  that  the 
enemy  was  cniizing  at  the  Coin  de 
Mhe."  A  ship  with  three  masts,  was 
discerned  lying  atanch<)r,  tinder  the 
l^ons  of  the  fort,  also  bearing  the  like 
JKationel  flag.  Not  saspectiog  that  the 
Island  was  in  the  possession  of  the  En- 
"gliBh,  the  commodore  gave  the  tieces- 
sary  orders,  for  his  division  to  make 
the  best  of  their  way  to  port  Imperial, 
;nid  directed  the  Corvette,  and  the  jlii- 
-nerva,  to  take  the  lead,  and  communi- 
cate, in  passing,  with  the  ship  off  the 
•isle^.  The  Corvette  in  doubling  the 
•fort,  received  a  broadside  from  the 
vtrange  ship,  and  from  the  battery  on 
ahore  ;  both  hoisting  at  the  same  mo- 
ment English  colours.  Thb  unlooked- 
^or  reception,  occasioned  considerable 
•^onibston  m  the  enemy's  division  ;  but 
pn^ttng  by  the  first  return  of  order^ 
-she  French  commodore,  made  signal  to 
*lhe  "shiiis  tmder  hh  command,  to 
keep  close  to  windward  ;  but  the  Mi- 
nerva and  Ceylon,  being  by  this  time 
near  the  islede  Ptsse,  had  no  means  of 
•avoiding,  in  their  passage  to  the  bar- 
-bonr,  the  fire  of  the  English  frigate  and 
battery,  but  yet  ganged  their  anchorage 
without  any  material  injury,  Allowed 
•t  a  Httie  distance,  by  the  commodore 
in  liie  BeUonai  who  venturing  noit 
trithtn  the  range  of  the  British  guns, 
iNcchanged  a  eomplimeirtary,  rather 
Ifaan  an  host^e  broadside,  with  the 
■bore.  The ^ni^m,  being  in  the  rear, 
end  shewing  some  indecision,  as  to  her 
future  course,  horered  about  the 
taesHh  of  the  passage,  sailing  on  and 
«ff,  and  v^s,  in  that  uncertain  state^ 
cut  t>ff  from  the  division,  and  recap- 
lored  l>y  the  Sirius,  captain  Pym,  who 
tad  received  Intel  Hgence  of  the  enemy  *s 
>eMfti,  and  had  watched  an  opportu- 
^H/tf  for  practising  this  sQctessfurma- 
iiosuvre. 


Occdrrenccsy  and  of  captain  Hay,  p. 
pages  107-8. 


&i  of  the  same  Occurreuced,  and  ;>ub8equetotly,  at 
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port  Itnptria],  bat  not  with  so  certain 
a  conviction,  as  in  the  force  forwarded 
by  land,  that, it  would  prove  a  season- 
able assistance. 

These  efforts,  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  were  at  the  instant  more  than 
countervaHed  by  a  direct  and  imme- 
diate reinforcement  of  the  British  force, 
in  the  arrival  of  the  Iphigenia  and 
MagicieTme,  on  the  23d  at  noon* 

Though  captain  Pi/m  had  thought 
himself  fully  competent  before,  with 
the  sole  aid  of  the  Nereide,  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  French  division,  at  its 
anchorage,  by  a  sudden  and  unexpect- 
ed ,  attack ;  he  did  not  feel  himself 
Justified,  since  his  intention  had  been 
discovered,  and  the  enemy  had  ob- 
tained considerable  reinforcements, 
aod  had  strengthened  his  position,  by 
mo? iog^  further  in  shore,  in  declining 
any  part  of  the  advantage  now  in  his 
power,  for  the  purpose  of  converting, 
vhat  be  might  consider  a  rational  and 
promising  attempt,  into  a  teeming  cer- 
Uinty. 

Still,  however,  his  altered  and  bet- 
tered means  did  not  induce  him  to 
overlook  the  common  dictates  of  cao- 
jtioo,  and  the  possible  obstacles  to  be 
opposed  to  him.  He  assembled  on 
board  the  Sirius,  and  consulted  with, 
the  captains  and  pilots  of  the  respective 
frigates,  who  had  any  knowledge  of 
the  local  waters  and  coast ;  when  the 
judgment  of  all  present  concurred  in 
declaring  that  the  British  division 
might  be  safely  brought  in  contact 
with  the  French  i  and  as  to  the  result, 
it  appeared  not  to  admit  of  question  or 
Rebate. 

Being  confirmed  in  his  own  first 
jfiouncijj  by  the  concurrent  opinions  of 
his  brave  companions,  captain  Pym 
ioudediatey  gave  orders  for  the  attack 
of  the  enemy,  having  assigned  to  each 
ship  its  particular  place,  the  Sirius 
aboard  the  -Bellona,  the  Nereide  be- 
tween the  Sinus  and  Ficlor,  the  Iphi- 
genia on  board  the  Minerva,  and  the 
Magicienne  between  the  Minerva,  and 
the  company's  ship,  Ceylon. 

With  hearts  glowing  with  genuine 


native  courage,  and  grateftU  for  the 
opportunity  of  displaying  it ;  withspiritt 
suited  to  victory,  and  with  minds  anti- 
cipating it ;  each  gallant  commander, 
rivalling  one  another  in  friendly  con- 
test, was  seen  immediately  in  motion 
on  the  wave,  directing  his  obedient 
ship,  with  a  steady  nerve  and  hand, 
to  the  honourable  post  allotted  to  it.  The 
French  batteries,  lining  the  shore,  and 
the  guns  on  their  decks,  all  at  once 
opened  their  heavy  and  consuming  fire, 
and  the  shot,  spread'mg  like  hail, 
scattered  far  and  wide,  aiming,  and 
threatening  destruction  to  the  slow  ap- 
proaching, and  as  yet  non-avenging  foo. 
In  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  hottest  as- 
sault, the  British  frigates  were  observ- 
ed,  with  grand  and  terrific  emotions 
from  the  shore,  sailing,  as  it  wer^ 
through  flames,  and  resolutely  holding 
their  way  in  the  fiery  tempest,  wiih 
an  unalteced  pace,  by  the  mere  un- 
aided impulse  of  the  wind.  Reaching 
at  length  the  welcomed  and  well- 
measured  spot,  the  British  frigates,  at 
if  by  preconceived  concert,  poured 
their  irresistible  broadsides  at  once  on 
the  astonished  enemy. 

The  Iphigenia  first  came  to  her  sta- 
tion, and  let  loose  her  fire  on  the  Mi^ 
nerva,  In  so  impetuous  a  shower,  that 
the  enemy,  unable  to  sustain  its  fury, 
cut  his  cable,  and  dropped  helpless  ob 
the  shore.  The  Magtcienne,  bearing 
up  lat  the  instant,  to  aid  her  consort, 
and  to  level  her  destructive  fira 
against  the  Ceylon,  (Indiaman,)  was 
in  the  act  of  opening  her  guns,  when 
she  struck  on  a  hidden  rock,  and  lay 
motionless  in  the  water. 

in  the  meanwhile  the  Sirius,  mteot 
on  the  honor  of  engaging  the  ship 
bearing  the  French  commander's  flag> 
urged  onwards  for  the  purpose,  closely 
accompanied  by  the  brave  captain  oif 
the  Nereide,  who,  availing  himself  of 
an  accidental  and  partial  breeze,  shot 
somewhat  ahead  of  his  gallant  leader^ 
and  came  near  astern  of  the  Bellona: 
The  Iphigenia  directed  her  fire  alter- 
nately at  the  Fictor  and  the  Minerva^ 
while  the  Nereide  threw  her  whole  and 


*  The  SiriuM  and  Nereidif  were  at  anchor  not  far  from  the  enemv's  line,  and  in  ad- 
vance of  the  place,  where  the  foimer  ship  had  stmck,  when  the  la^t-mentioned  fri- 
gates   appeared,  and  prepared  to  get  under  wsigh^  as  they  gradaally  approached* 
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fireqaent  broad«ide  into  the  PVench 
Commodore,  and  the  Sirius  in  her  way 
to  close  the  enemy,  brought  every  assail- 
ble  gan  to  bear,  in  the  same  direction. 
The  battle  now  raged,  and  the  roar  of 
cannon  reverberated  from  side  to  side, 
when  the  French  commander,  like  his 
coUeagoe  of  the  Minerva,  perceiving 
the  danger  of  contact  with  the  British 
force,  removed  distantly  from  its  touch 
by  seeking  safety  on  the  strand.  At 
this  not  to  be  mistaken  symptom  of 
the  panic-struck  enemy,  the  Sirius 
msfaed  forward  to  give  the  blow,  that 
seemed  alone  requisite  to  complete 
the  nearly-accomplished  purpose,  and 
stretching  onward  to  inflict  it,  and 
iseize  the  earnest  of  victory,  was  in  that 
proad,  but  deceitful  moment,  dashed 
violently  on  a  shoal,  leaving  the  Nereide, 
exposed  to  the  gallmg  and. incessant 
fire  of  the  enemy.  The  Sirius  took 
the  ground  so  unfortunately,  that,  in- 
stead of  being  able  in  her  situation  to 
render  assistance,  she  served  only  to 
draw  a  part  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
intended  for  herself,  on  her  brave  knd 
suffering  companion. 

The  fpfugenia  apprised,  by  the  sad 
fete  of  two  of  her  comrades,  of  the 
bearing  of  the  shoal,  could  not  attempt 
«  nearer  approach,  but  continued,  (all 
that  she  was  able  to  eflect,)  a  distant 
bat  well-directed  fire  ;  the  Sirius  and 
Magidenne,  as  occasion  offered,  brinjj- 
hig  now  and  then  a  solitary  gun  to  the 
service  of  the  oppressed^  and  overpow* 
ered  Nerbidb. 

This  single  vessel,  deprived  of  all 
active  co-operation  from  her  friends, 
fought  with  a  courage,  worthy  of  her 
cause  and  country,  and  maintained  an 
Qoequal  contest  for  the  almost  incredi- 
ble space  of  ten  hours,  and  did  not 
stay  her  fire  until  her  s^allant  com- 
jnaiKler, captain  Willovghhy,  and  every 
man  on  board,  had  been  swept  from 
off  her  deck,  not  one  of  her  intrepid 
crew  but  who  was  wounded  or  kil- 
led. 

The  action  commenced  at  5  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d>  and  on 
the  24th  at  day  break,  the  enemy  sent 
a  boat's  crew  to  take  possession  of  the 
wreck  of  the  Nereide,  and  to  remove 
the  dying  and  th«  dead.     Daring  this 


latter  and  painful  interval,  exciting 
how  many  various  and  conflicting  pas- 
sions, the  British  leader  of  the  entfer- 
prize,  and  the  commander  of  the  Ma^ 
gicienne,  exhausted  every  effort,  that 
skill  or  bravery  could  suggest,  to  in- 
terpose in  the  raging  and  unequal  con- 
flict, but  these  effort"?  were  rendered 
ineffectual  by  causes,  out  of  human 
wisdom  and  human  exertion  to  con- 
troul.  But  though  victory  deluded 
the  grasp  of  the  British  commander  j 
the  triumph  of  courage,  and  of  pru- 
dence, that  accommodates  itself  to  cir- 
cumstances, and  makes  advantage  of 
all  beyond  the  power  of  capricious 
fortune,  was  conspicuously  his.  See- 
ing that  every  attempt  was  vain  to  re- 
lieve the  Sirius  and  the  Magidenne 
from  the  shoal ;  and  that  the  enemy 
had  for  the  whole  of  the  day  kept  up 
a  constant  fire  on  the  latter  frigate,  ef- 
fecting occasional  mischief  to  the  ship 
and  crew,  captain  Pym,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  a  council  of  oflficers,  resolved 
to  set  fire  to  that  vessel,  that  it  might 
not  be  converted,  by  th&  enemy's  more 
available  and  convenient  means,  into 
a  future  instrument  of  war.  This  ne- 
cessary, and  afflicting  service  was  ex- 
ecuted at  eleven  o'clock  the  same 
night. 

On  the  next  morning  (the  2Ath) 
having  no  hope  of  relief,  nor  any  pros- 
pect of  a  successful  resistance,  the 
Sirius,  being  prevented  from  her  si- 
tuation of  returning  the  enemy's  fire 
with  more  than  two  guns,  her  patient 
and  brave  commander  was  obliged 
to  abandon  her,  not  to  the  enemy,  but 
her  fate.  Having  first  dispatched  the 
whole  of  the  ship's  company  to  the 
Isle  de  Passe,  or  transferred  them  to 
the  Iphigenia,  he  prepared  himself  for 
the  last,  the  severest  office  of  his  com- 
mand, and,  assisted  only  by  his  lieute- 
nant, applied  with  his  own  hand  the 
lighted  match,  to  ^e  heart  of  the  gal- 
lant vessel,  that  had  so  lately  constitu- 
ted his  hope  and  his  pride.  ,  What 
roust  have  been  the  tender  sentiment 
of  such  a  moment  ? 

The  Iphigeniaj  the  only  reroainiog 
British  frigate,  was  now  otdered  to  the 
Isle  de  Passe  to  co-operate  in  defence 
•f  the  place,  with  the  land  force  aail 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1(* 


asia^k;  annual  begister,  16I011: 


(theieaoien  latel7  disembarked  from 
the  ships!  With  some  difficulty  she 
was  warped  to  her  station  off  the  is- 
land, none  of  the  enemy*s  vessels  ma- 
king  any  shew,  or  being  capable  of  any 
real  cfFortto  intercept  her  course.  In 
this  situation,  and  without  the  power, 
from  the  state  of  the  wind,  of  remov- 
ing from  it,  the  Ipkigenia  lay  until  the 
rooming  of  the.  27th  ;  when  captain 
HammeHn,  who,  had  been  dispatched 
as  before  noticed,  from  Port  Napoleon^ 
on  the  23d,  ^ith  the Astrea,  Venus  and 
La  Manche  appeared  off  Port  Impe- 
rial ;  and  summoned  captain  Lam- 
beri,  and  the  small  garrison  on  shore 
to  surrender  at  discretion.  On  the 
same  evening  a  second  summons  was 
tent  by  general  Decaen,  addressed  from 
on  board  the  French  frigate  Minerva, 
setting  forth  the  helpless  and  insolated 
situation  of  the  British  party,  and  the 
utter  impossibility  of  its  receiving  any 
succour,  and  concluding  with  aT  repe- 
tion  of  the  first  demand.  An  official 
correspondence*  succeeded,  and  was 
interchanged  between  captain  Lambert, 
gen.  Decaen,  and  the  French  commo- 
dore, which  terminated  in  the  sur- 
render of  the  frigate  and  garrison,  on 
as  honorable  terms  as  could  be  expect- 
ed to  be  procured  und^  the  forlorn  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case. 

On  (he  29th  in  the  morning,  the 
French  flag  was  rehoisted  on  the  Isle 
de  Passe  ;  and  gave  the  tirst  commu- 
nication to  captain  Rowley,  command- 
ing the  Boadicea,  then  the  only  re- 
maining frigate  on  the  station,  of  the 
discomfiture  of  the  British  division ; 
and  of  the  necessity  of  his  immediate- 
ly abandoning  the  blockade  of  the 
French  port. 

The  French  naval  force,  being  now 
ascendant  in  these  seas,  left  their  har- 
bours and  their  hiding  places,  whither 
tliey  had  been  driven  by  the  incessant 
and  unsparing  chace  of  the  British 
squadron,  and  now  assuming  a  front  and 
confidence,  correspondent  with  their 
conceived  strength,  were  the  assailants 
in  their  turn,  and  blockading  the  port 
of  Bourbon,  threatened  to  cut  off  its 


sapplte,  hourly  expeeted  from  lodia^ 
and  to  starve  the  new  British  acqcM^ 
sition  into  unqualified  8ubjectio% 
Several  transports  laden  with  stores 
were  captured  in  the  passage,  and  sent 
to  the  Maoritios,  where  the  provisiooi 
with  which  they  were  freighted,  were 
much  wanted.  The  1* Astrfe.  and  the 
Iphigeni4,  took  up  their  position  off 
Bourbon,  on  the  lOtb  of  September. 

The  appearance  of  the  latter  ship 
under  the  French  flag,  tokl  but  too 
plainly,  the  sad  events  that  hadj>reced* 
ed,  and  of  which,  till  that  moment, 
the  British  government  had  been  uma- 
formed. 

Captain  Rowley  arrived  at  St.  P$ort 
about  the  same  time  at  which  ibe 
enemy  appeared  off  Bourbon,  waiting 
for  a  reinforcement,  but  not  anticipat- 
ing any  tertain  succour,  which  might 
affovd  him  adequate  means  to  check 
the  effrontery  of  the  enemy,  to  .clear 
the  British  ports  from  molestation^  and 
to  drive  htm  once  more  within  his  own 
seas.  On  the  1 2th  of  September, 
within  two  days  after  his  return  to  ibe 
island,  under  the  noortifyiog  circooi- 
stances  explained,  the  commodore  had 
the  unesipected  good  fortune  to  bear 
of  the  arrival  at  ^t.  Denis,  of  his 
majesty's  frigate  the  Africaine,  from 
England,  under  the  command  of  capC 
CorbeU,  The  Boadicea  was  imme*- 
diately  prepared  for  sea^  and  acconi- 
panied  by  the  Otier  sloop  of  war,  and 
Staunch  gun  brig,  proceeded  to  joia 
the  Jfricaine,  tot  the  pui^iese  of 
attacking  the  French  frigates,  wbo 
stood  off  to  sea,  so  soon  as  the  British 
force  was  discovered,  with  a  fresh 
breeze  to  the  Eastward.  The  enemy's 
ships  had  the  advantage  of  the  win4> 
the  English  division  l^iog  subjected, 
from  their  relative  situation,  to  light 
and  bafBing  westerly  airs.  The 
y{fricuine  experiencing,  after  a  short 
interval,  a  favourable  but  partial  breeze, 
came  before  the  f^ll  of  eveniqg  close 
to  the  enemy,  and  lost  not  sight  of 
him  in  any  part  of  the  night ;  main- 
taining during  the  chace  a  oommoai^ 
cation  with  the  Boadicea,  by  meaos  of 


*  Vid.  Ibe  letters  of  general  Dfeacn,€9mm4>d»re  Hammelin,  and  captain  Z^m&frt,  pafe 
65,  and  66,    Bengal  OccorrcKiccs. 
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nig^t  tignab.  Captein  Cor^U,  before 
it  WM  &rk»  bad  maoifested  so  muoh 
supeiioritj  ia  sailing,  that  be  felt  bim* 
aatf  jiuLifiod  in  abortfniog  sail  witbia 
gim  ahef  of  tbe  entmf,  apparently 
wkb  a  viaw  of  waitiiig  thjs  Boadicea's 
ctHBOog  op.  At  3  o'chck  tbe  neat 
morning,  tbe  latter  ship  being  then 
aateni  of  tbe  Ajricaine  about  four  or 
five  nules,  capt.  Ccn'bett,  either  despair- 
ing oi  tbe  Boadkeds  approach,  or 
that  it  OHgbt  not  be  ei^cted  in  time, 
ec  possibly  finding  lunaselt  earrie<i  by 
a  sodden  sqoall  iato  tbe  midst  of  the 
eecmy,  corotnenced,  by  design,  or 
froca  necessity,  it  is  not  known  which, 
e  firing  kom  tbe  Africaine.  At  this 
SBOoaentthe  wind  unfortiiBately  change 
iag,  and  suddenly  dying  away,  left  the 
jtfncoMe  between  tbe  two  French 
fi'igates,  in  an  unfavourable  situa- 
tioo,  and  exposed,  in  an  unmanageable 
amie,  to  the  broadsides  of  both  ships, 
one  of  them  constantly  raking- her  with 
a  destructive  fire.  Sbeu  sustained  tbe 
unequal  confitct  for  more  than  an 
hoar,  with  ao  ardour  and  gaUantry 
never  surpassed,  wlien,  after  ann^navail- 
ing  resificanoe,  and  a  au>st  serious  loss, 
abe  was  compelled  to  strike  to  a  far 
•lionger  and  superior  foe.  There 
were  170  killed  and  wounded  during 
tbe  short,  but  animated  action  ^  and 
among  tbe  former  was  numbered  the 
intrepid  commander  of  the  Africaine. 

Tbe  governor  of  Bourbon  in  describ- 
ing tbe  result  of  this  brilliant,  but 
onfortonate  event,  speaks  also  with 
tbe  deepest  regret,  **  of  the  death'  of 
capt.  Elliott,  who,  together  with  major 
Bmy,  embarked  on  board  the  Afri^ 
caine  as  vokoteers,  while  in  sight  of 
tbe  enemy.  These  two  officers  greatly 
distmguished  tbencuelves  by  their  exer- 
tion on  the  quarter  deck,  dnrmg  the 
SBoguinary  contest  which  took  place. 
About  the  middle  of  the  action,  capt. 
ElUott  received  three  mnsket  bialls  in 
bis  bead,  which  put  an  end  to  hts 
eaiiateace;  and  major  Barry,  remaining 
en  tbe  quarter  deck,  one  out  of  ihr^ 
wbo  bad  not  been  either  kUM  or 
woended  during  tbe  engagement,  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  earned  to  the  Isle 
^Arancot*' 

Such  were  the  immediate  unfortu« 


nate  circnmstancea  of  the  action  >  in 
which  commodore  Rowley  was  not 
near  enough  to  take  a  part,  or  to  judge 
of  the  result,  though  he  bad  tbe  mor- 
tification to  be  not  so  far  distant  from 
the  scene,  but  that  he  could  distinctly 
bear  the  commencement,  and  cessa- 
tion of  tbe  firing,  which,  denoted  its 
duration.  Bis  suspense  was  not  suf- 
fered to  be  long,  for  at  a  quarter  past 
four  o'clock  in  tbe  morning,  the  firing 
xiiscontinued ;  and  the  day,  dawnii^ 
soon  after,  discovered  the  Africaine 
au  afflicting  sight,  with  her  shattered 
masts  and  rigging  in  the  possession  of, 
and  under  the  national  flag  of  France: 
the  Astrea  and  the  Jphigenia,  but  par« 
ticularly  the  former,  did  not  appear  to 
have  sustained  any  visible  injury  from 
tbe  engagement.  This  circumstance, 
joined  with  the  critical  position  of 
naval  afi^rs,  and  a  certain  knowledge 
that  the  enemy  had  other  cruisers 
in  tl)is  quarter,  did  not  seem  to  war* 
rant  the  commodore  in  hazarding  an 
immediate  attack  on  tbe  French  fri- 
gate, if  it  had  been  in  his  option  Ho 
bring  them  directly  to  action.  He 
observed  a  more  prudent  and  safer  000- 
ducr,  by  appearing  for  a  moment  to 
avoid  the  combat,  and  by  shaping  a 
course  towards  the  Oiier  sloop,  and 
Staunch  gun  brig,  at  that  time  to  lee« 
ward;  the  enemy  not  attempting  or  dis* 
covering,  any  desire  to  intercept  him  in 
his  intention.  Having  rejoined  these ve». 
sels,  and  considering  himself  justified^ 
with  this  small  reinforcement,  lo  try  bis 
strength  with  the  enemy,  tbe  British 
conrunodore  bore  up,  with  a  determi* 
nation  to  give  him  battle,  which  he 
thought  proper  to  decline ;  abandon*- 
ing  his  new  capture,  without  an  effort 
to  preserve  it,  and  with  the  greater 
pari  of  the  original  crew  on  board, 
^mounting  to  148  men,  05  of  whom 
were  wounded.  Hie  Africaine,  at  the 
time  of  the  recapture,  was  in  charge 
of  a  French  commissioned  officer, 
and  nine  ordinary  seamen. 

Tbe  Commodore  6id  not  pursue  the 
fiying  enemy,  but  was  satisfied  to  return 
with  his  crippled  consort,havtng  scarcely 
a  mast  staikling,  to  the  first  British 
port,  wliitber  be  brought  tbe  unfor^ 
tonate  4M^<^^^  in  tow,  on  tbe  morning 
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of  the  18th  of  September,  if  not  with 
any  accession  of  hoQoar,whh  the  pleas- 
ing consciousness  of  having  lost  none- 

The  pott  of  Bnurbon  had  been 
scarcely  delivered  from  the  first  block- 
ade, by  the  prompt  exertions  of  Com- 
modore Rowley,  when  a  fresh  French 
force,  consisting  of  the  La  f^enus  fri- 
gate of  44  guns,  and  the  Fictor  cor- 
vette,  took  their  station  o&  that  place, 
to  continue  the  blockade,  and  prevent 
the  receipt  of  supplies  from  India. 

In  the  night  of  the  17th  September, 
his  majesty's  frigate  the  Ceylon,  hav- 
ing general  Abercromby  on  board, 
commissioned  by  the  governor-general 
to  take  upon  himself  the  command  of 
the  troops  destined  tor  the  reduction  of 
the  Isle  of  France,  arrived  off  Bout" 
bon,  and  was  about  to  enter  the  port> 
when  she  was  encountered  by  the 
French  cruisers.  An  action  imme- 
diately ensued,  and  was  maintained 
with  the  greatest  gallantry  by  the  Cey- 
lon, captain  Gordon,  for  the  space  of 
five  hours )  when,  the  Ceylon  being 
dilmasted,  and  being  rendered  ungo- 
vernable by  this  and  other  causes,  was 
compelled  to  submit  to  adverse  for- 
tune, and  to  overwhelming  force. 
This,  however,  was  the  last  defeat 
thai  the  British  fiag  was  doomed  to 
experience  in  these  seas  5  and  which 
it  is  about,  as  it  will  be  seen,  to  re- 
taliate, under  the  most  unparalleled 
disadvantages,  on  the  temporarily  tri* 
umphant  colours  of  the  enemy.  It 
seemed  as  if  fortune  had  depressed,  in 
a  humourous  moment,  the  proud 
^irit  of  the  British  navy,  iu  order  to 
render  its  very  weakness  the  instru- 
ment of  establishing  its  superiority. 

No  sooner  had  the  British  com- 
mander come  to  an  anchor  in  the  roads 
of  St.  Paul's,  on  the  morning  of  the 
18th,  than  he  descried  three  sail  in  th^ 
offing,  apparently  in  a  disabled  stat6. 
H^  gave  instant  orders  to  the  Otier 
and  Staunch  to  weigh  and  to  follow 
the  Boadicea  to  sea,  in  pursuit  of  the 
strange^il.  After  clearing  the  bay, 
a  fresh  and  favourable  breezy  sprang 
up,  which  brought  the  Boadicea  so 
near  to  the  chace,  as  to  enable  her  to 
distinguish   very  accurately  diat  two 


of  the  ships  a-head  were  eoemy*s  ve$* 
sels,  one  of  them  having  an  English 
man  of  war  in  tow.  The  commodore 
nearing  the  Corvette,  which  be'  knew 
to  be  the  Victor  towing  her  prize, 
the  latter  cast  off  the  ship  in  her 
wake,  which  proved  to  be  the  Ceylon,^ 
to  the  mersy  of  her  pursuer,  and  made 
all  sail  to  escape.  The  third  ship  was 
discovered  to  be  an  Imperial  frigate, 
of  forty-four  guns,  then  under  courses, 
her  top-mast  shot  away ;  yet,  never-* 
theless  bearing  up,  with  a  shew  at 
least  of  an  intention  to  protect  her 
recent  capture,  and  taking  a  posttiob 
to  i-ender  her  support.  The  Boadicea, 
on  this  manoeuvre,  ran  alongside  the 
enemy's  frigate,  which  after  a  **  short 
close,"  as  it  is  emphatically  described 
by  the  commodore,  surrendered  her- 
self and  her  booty  to  her  irresistible 
adversary.  The  captured  firigate  turn* 
ed  out  to  be  the  La,  Venus,  forty-foae 
guns,  with  a  crew,  on  leaving  poit^ 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The 
loss  of  La  Venus,  in  the  short  but  hoc 
rencontre,  was  nine  killed  and  seven- 
teen wounded.  The  number  of  wound- 
ed' on  the  part  of  the  British  man  of  war 
were  only  two,  with  not  a  single  life  lost^ 

The  Ceylon^  having  General  Abtr^ 
cromby, on  board,  was  taken  possession 
of  without  firing  a  gun.  Thus  the 
brave  and  judicious  British  commander 
had  the  rare  fortune  and  satisfaction  of 
rescuing  two  of  his  majesty's  frigates, 
almost  it  may  be  said  with  a  single 
ship,  from  the  grasp  of  an  enemy  of 
very  superior  force,  and  adding  one  of 
his  finest  frigates  to  the  then  reduced 
and  slender  means  of  the  British  navy, 
within  the  short  space  of  a  few  success 
sive  hours  :  and  what,  perhaps,  roaf 
not  be  deemed  a  secondary  service,  of 
redeeming  a  gallant  general,  on  whose 
skill  and  enterprise  his  country  confix 
dently  relied  for  the  conquest  of  the 
enemy *s  last  remaining  colony  in  the 
east,  with  the  military  and  naval  pow- 
er dependent  on  it;  restoring  also  to 
the  ports  of  Bourbon  a  4>rotective 
force,  calculated  to  secure  them  fron 
the  indignity,  lately  experienced,  of  a 
blockaduig  and  insulting  foe. 

From  Uiii  time  affiiirs  put  on  a 
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jmiling  aspect,  and  serened  to  promise 
continued  saccess.  The  eye  turns 
with  pleasure  from  these  mixed  adven* 
tares  of  evil  and  of  good,  to  trace  the 
improving  circumstances  of  the  British 
establishment  in  these  seas,  and  the 
reviving  pre-eminence  of  the  navy. 

While  Commodore  BowLy  was  ac- 
tively employed  in  advantaging  him- 
self of  the  new  naval  oieans,  resulting 
to  him  from  his  recent  captures,  in 
repairing  the  losses  of  his  Majesty's' 
ships,  «nd  converting  the  enemy's  fri- 
gate into  an  eflfective  force  to  be  em- 
ployed against  him ;  to  which  desirable 
objects  the  British  seamen,  and  the 
abundant  stores  found  on  board  the 
recaptures  and  La  Venus,  enainently 
supplied,  the  Nisus  frigate,  bearing 
jidmiral  Bertie's  flag,  arrived  from  the 
Cape,  and  added  new  vigour  to  the 
service  then  pursuing.  The  admiral 
was  the  precursor  of  a  considerable 
naval  and  military  force,  ordered  by  the 
ministry  at  home  to  proceed  to  India, 
fpr  the  purpose  of  acting  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  large  body  of  troops,  from 
the  different  Indian  presidencies  ;  of 
which  some  notice  has  been  taken  in 
an  earlier  page.  These  various  arma- 
ments were  all  moving  to  the  place  of 
general  rendezvous;,  at  the  moment  of 
which  we  are  speaking  3  having  loft 
the  India  harbours  much  about  the 
date,  at  which  the  Nisus  departed 
firom  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Unwilling  to  retard  the  progress  of 
the  narrative,  by  recounting  the  dif- 
ficulties that  presented  themselves, 
and  that  were  'successively  overcome 
by  the  patient  and  persevering  labour 
of  the  seamen,  in  changing  the  masts 
firom  ship  to  ship,  and  equipping  the 
almost  newly-created  navy  for  fresh 
pursuits  and  conquests,  we  shall  briefly 
state,  that  by  the  )4th  of  October, 
sncK  was  the  activity  and  success  of  th^ 
service,  the  admiral  had  the  gratiflca- 
tioD  of  leading,  from  the  harbour  of 
St.  Panl's,  in  complete  condition  and 
force,  to  meet  the  enemy,  the  Boadi^ 
eta,  jtfricaine,  Ceylon,  Nisus,  and 
Nfreide,  (lately  the  Fenus)  forming  as 
fm  and  gallant  a  squadron,  as  had 
#ver  issued  from  a  British  port  j  and 
wish  these  he  immediately  sailed  to  the 


Isle  of  France  to  resume  the  blockadf 
of  the  island,  taking  with  him  Major- 
general  Abercromhy  to  reconnoitre  the 
defences  of  -the  French  colony,  and  to 
concert  the  necessary  measures  for  its 
reduction. 

The  admiral  arrived  oflf  Port  Louis 
on  the  19th  of  October,  and  perceiv- 
ing that  the  whole  of  the  enemy's 
naval  force  was  anchored  in  that  port, 
two  of  tliem  only  in  a  state  of  apparent 
readiness  for  sea,  he  detached  the  Cey- 
lon and  Staunch  to  convoy  the  di- 
vision of  troops,  to  be  employed  on 
the  destined  service,  from  Bourbon  to 
Rodriguez,  and  leaving  Captain  Rowley 
with  the  Boadicea,  Nisus,  and  Nereide, 
to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  blockade  his  port,  he  himself 
proceeded,  with  the  general,  to  the 
last-mentioned  anchorage,  where  the 
joint  forces,  from  India  and  the  Cape, 
were  appointed  to  assemble. 

On  the  24th,  at  sea,  the  admiral 
fell  in  with  a  British  squadron,  sailing 
to  the  same  point,  under  the  command 
of  ReoT' Admiral  Drury,  consisting  of 
the  Russell,  Clorinde,  Doris,  Phaeton, 
Bucephalus,  Cornelia,  and  Hesper ; 
the  two  latter  of  which  ships  he  or- 
dered to  Port  Loins,  to  re'mforce  the 
blockading  division  off  that  port,  and 
then  directed  his  course  towards  Rodri- 
guex,  where  he  arrived  on  the  3d  of 
November.  The  Bombay  troops,  who 
had  flrst  reached  their  destination, 
were  in  readiness  to  receive  him  on 
his  arrival.  Within  three  days  after- 
wards, the  division  from  Madras,  un- 
der convoy  of  the  Psyche  and  Corn- 
wallis,  came  to  the  same  station.,  and 
were  followed,  on  the  1 2th,  by  the 
troops  from  Bourbon,  under  charge  of 
the  Ceylon.  In  the  interim.  Admiral 
Drury,  with  the  Bucephalus,  Phaeton, 
and  Russell,  being  regarded  as  a  su- 
perabundant force,  y/as  dismissed  to 
the  resumption  of  his  proper  command 
in  the  Indian  seas. 

The  20lh  of  November  now  ar- 
rived, and  the  divisions  from  Bengal 
and  the  Cape  had  not  yet  made  their 
appearance)  a  circumstance  that  occa- 
sioned some  anxiety  to  the  admiral, 
acquainted  as  he  was  with  the  violent 
and  variable  winds  of  these  latitudes^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  KBOISTSil^  laio-ll.' 


IhetlonDjteasoD  fast  approacbingy  aod 
the  oonteqaeat  hourly  danger  of  bis 
ancborage,  with  so  extensive  a  fleet 
I  vodor  hit  conHsaod ;  exposed^  as  it 

voald  bt>  in  the  event  of  unfovourable 
weatber,  to  reeft,  surrounding  it  on 
merj  side.     Uiiijer  tbe  influence  of 
ft<sie  mixed  considerations,  be  thougUt 
it  advisable  to  suggest  to  the  general, 
in  wbicb  suggestion  be  acquiesced,  tbe 
l^nidence  of  standing  out  to  sea,  with 
the   troops    already  assembled,   and, 
cruising  to  tbe  windward  of  tbe  French 
island,  await,    in  that  situation,    the 
junction  of  one  or  other  of  the  divi- 
sions, which  bad  been  for  some  time 
anxiously  expected.    Tbe  22d  was  ap« 
pointed  as  the  day  for  tbe  departure  of 
tbe  fleet  fbom  Rodriguez,  and  every 
thing  was  in  a  state  of  preparation  and 
readiness  for  that  event;    when,  on 
tbe  21st,  at  night,  the  welcome  intel- 
ligence was  received,  that  the  Bengal 
division,  under  convoy  of  the  lUus^ 
irious,  was  seen  in  tbe  otBng.     Desi- 
rous that  not  a  moooent  should  be  lost, 
the    naval  and  military  commanders 
resolved,    that  tbe   convoy,   just   ai- 
rived^  should  be  supplied  with  the  re- 
quisite provisions  from  the  beach  and 
the  shipping,  and,  without  dropping 
anchor,  be  ordered  to  accompany  the 
fleet,  tl)en  getting  under  weigh.,  to  the 
Isle  of  France.    The  numerous  ves- 
sels of  war'  and  transports,  soon  after 
the    issuing  of  the  necessary  order, 
forming  one  undivided  body,    stood 
from  the  anchorage  of  Rodriguez  to 
the  selected  point  of  debarkation,  in 
Grande  Baye,  about  twelve  miles  to 
windward  of  Port  Louis.    This  spot 
had  been  chosen  with  great  judgment, 
founded  on  an  actual  survey  of  tbe 
coast,  a  service  which  bad   beeti  ef- 
^    fecied  by  the  unwearied  and  successful 
exertions  of  ca)>tain  Peterson,  of  his 
majesty's  ship  Hespgr,  and  of  lieute* 
nant  Street,  commanding  the  govern- 
ment  armed-ship    Emma,    from  re- 
peated soundings,  taken  iu  the  night- 
timcy  ^l^void  tbe  observatioa  of  the 
etiemy. 

The  fleet,  consisting  of  nearly  70 
Skil,  came  to  anchor  at  10  o'clock  on 
tbe  morning  of  the  29tk  of  November, 
iu  a  narrow  passage^  formed  by  the 


small  islaod  called  tbe  Guooeii**  Cqia^ 
aad  the  main-land,  preseotiag  maoy^ 
openings  through  the  reefsi  by  «hid(, 
it  bad  been  ascertained,  that  several 
boats  might  enter  abreast.  The  ^iii^yc 
of  effecting  a  landing  here  counter- 
balapced  all  objeetions  arising  out  of 
the  distance  of  the  pl^ce  from  tbe 
principal  object  of  atuck.  An  imme^ 
diate  debarkalipn  was  decided  op« 
This  im!:ortant  service^  and  the  land-* 
ing  of  the  stores  /or  the  use  of  the> 
military,  was  confided  to,  and  eoQr 
ducted  by  captain  Beavorof  tbe  Nisuf, 
with  unwearied  zeal,  and  consummate 
skill  and  judgment*  It  commenced 
shortly  after  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^ 
and  the  whole  of  the  troops^  witk 
their  artillery,  stores,  and  ammuni-* 
tion,  the  several  detachments  of  mai- 
rines,  and  a  large  body  of  seanoen, 
amouoiing  in  tbe  whole  to  11,000 
men,  were  disembarked,  without  o|h* 
position,  in  the  Bay  of  Mapon,  ic% 
the  course  of  three  boors,  without, 
loss,  or  even  a  single  accident;  tl^^ 
enemy  retiring,  on  the  first  and  une&«^ 
pected  appearance  of  the  British  fleet;* 
from  Fort  Malar  tic,  situate  at  the 
head  of  the  Bay,  the  only  fortified 
spot  in  the  vicinity. 

The  army  had  been  brigaded,  pre- 
vious to  the  debarkation,  in  the  fol<^ 
lowing  manner  :  The  reserve,  com* 
manded  by  lieutenant-cplonel  Keating,. 
consisting  of  a  flauk  battalion,  (com-. 
posed  of  (he  1 2th  and  33d  flank  com- 
panies, the  two  companies  of  the  56cb, 
and  a  company  of  tbe  1 4tb  and  89th 
detuchmen  ts  3 )  t  he  84  th  regimen  t,  and 
captain  lmlach*s  detachment  of  Bom- 
bay Native  troops  :  the  first  brigade, 
under  colonel  Picton,  composed  of  the 
^2th  and  22d  regiments,  and  the  right 
wing  of  the  Madras  volunteer  batta- 
lion ;.  tbe  second  brigade  under  colonel 
Gibls,  comprised  (he  59th  regioAent.. 
300  of  the  S9di,  and  a  company  of 
the  87th,  formed  into  a. battalion  under . 
major  Butter  of  the  89tb,  with  th« 
left  wing  of  the  Madras  volunteer  bat« 
talion  ;  tbe  third  bi  igade,  under  coloi 
nel  KekOf  consisted  of  the  J  4th  regi- 
ment, and  2d  Bengal  volunteers }  Sy^ 
fourth  brigade,  commanded  by  colonel 
McLeod,  was  formed  of  tbe  C^tJbi  regU 
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ment,  «oi  Madras  naiife  flank  bttta- 
lioo,  with  300  marines^  and  the  5th 
brigade  of  the  65th  regimeot^  a  trpop 
of  the  25th  dr^oons,  and  the  first 
battalion  of  the  Bengal  volunteers, 
under  colonel  Smith. 

The  troops^  on  the  instant  of  landing, 
were  pot  in  motion  ;  the  general  being 
aoxiofis  to  clear  the  extreme  edge  of 
a  thick  wood,  which  lay  in  his  waj, 
be^Mie  the  fall  of  night,  to  prevent  the 
eoemj  from  possessiag  it,  and  employ- 
ing the  natural  means  afforded  by  it, 
by  harassing  his  flanks  on  the  march. 

The  5th  brigade,  being  directed  to 
protect  and  secure  the  hnding  place, 
with  orders  to  follow  with  the  stores, 
and  ammnnition,  on  the  succeeding 
day  5  and  tiie  rest  of  the  force  being 
fonnedon  the  beach,  the  general  gave 
the  order  to  advance,  and  the  column 
moved  on  about  four  o'clock  In  the 
afternoon.  The  road  for  three  miles 
I^  along  the  coast  towards  Cannonier 
Boiot,  turning  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  battery  Malartk,  in  an  abrupt  an- 
gls,  through  a  strong  and  alnoost  impe- 
oflbable  wood,  which  lies  between 
the  coast  and  the  high  road,  leading 
inm  Port  Lamis  into  the  interior  parts 
of  the  country  on  that  side  of  the  is- 
land.  The  troops  forced  their  way, 
fcr  fall  four  miles,  through  the  thick 
brosh-wood,  entawling  their  feet  at 
sreiy  step,  followed  by  the  seamen  and 
ottives,  dragging  on  with  incessant  la- 
boorsndalmost  intolerable  toil,  the  artil- 
lay  aad  public  stores.  They  had  the 
Soidfortwie  in  the  event  to  succeed  in 
gnoiDg  the  skirt  of  the  wood  and  the 
oxatopen  country  without  any  serious 
oppositioo.  ,  Just,  however,  at  the 
opening  of  the  wood  into  the  plain^ 
a  pioquet  of  the  enemy  had  been  posted, 
00  whicfa  the  British  advance  came  so 
silently,  that  it  was  taken  appa- 
tcatly  by  surprise  5  and,  after  an  effort 
to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  troops,  by 
>  ttnt  and  irregular  fire,  was  soon 
driven  firom  its  position,  yet  not  be- 
fiwB  it  had  attempted,  but  ineflec-^ 
laally^  tosetfife  to  the  wood.  Two 
gisojidieri  were  killed,  and  colonel 
i^mfu^,  at  the  head  of  the  flank  bat- 
UlioD,  aQdlieutenaot^j^,  of  the  I2tb, 

Vol,  li. 


with  an  inconsiderable  number  of  pri*- 
vates,  were  wounded  in  this  rencontre. 

The  march  just  performed  by  the 
troops,  was  extremely  harassing  in  its 
circumstances,  though  short  in  its 
space  and  duration.  The  heat  of  the 
weather,  and  the  'deficiency  of  water, 
which  was  scarcely  to  be  procured, 
greatly  increased  the  fatigues  and  dif- 
ficulties of  the  way.  Several  men 
and  two  officers,  emplojred  in  the  ar- 
duous  but  useful  task  of  bringing  up 
the  artillery  and  stores,  sunk  under  the 
eicessive  heat  and  labour  of  the  day, 
and  were  left  desd  on  the  march. 
Among  the  latter  were  lieutenant 
Dove,  of  the  14th  regiment,  and  cap- 
tain Yates,  of  the  City  of  London, 
Indiamarv ;  who,  with  captain  Nesbit^ 
of  the  Huddart,  had  gallantly  volun- 
teered their  individual  aid,  and  the  as- 
8istaiu:e  of  their  respective  crews,  in 
forwarding  the  public  service. 

On  passing  the  bbrders  of  the  wood, 
as  immediacy  noticed,  the  general 
encamped,  but,  guarding  against  sur- 
prise, ordered  tli^  troops  to  lay  upon 
their  arras  for  the  night. 

While  these  military  movements 
were  in  progress,  the  admiral,  having 
first  left  a  division  of  his  squadron  for 
the  protection  of  his  convoy  at  the 
anchorage,  shifted  the  station  of  the 
remaincter  of  the  fleet,  under  his  more 
imraiediate  conmsand,  according  to  the 
motions  of  the  army  ;  maintaining  a 
constant  and  eflectual  communication 
with  it,  as  it  advanced,  agreeably  to  a 
plan  previously  settled  with  general 
Abercromby,  who  was  necessarily  and 
wholly  dependant  fi>r  his  supplies  and 
stores,  on  the  resources  of  the  navy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  tlie 
troops  having  been  refreshed  by  a  few 
hours  rest  prepared  to  pursue  their 
route,  according  to  orders,  jto  Port 
Louis,  which  it  was  supposed  that 
they  might  reach  on  the  same  evening; 
but  it  was  soon  perceived,  from  the 
languor  of  the  troops,  by  the  exertion 
of  the  preceding  day,  and  from  the 
continuing  sultry  weather  and  want  of 
water,  in  the  course  of  the  route,,  that 
this  desirable  object  could  not  be  ac« 
coroplished  within  the  time  appointed. 
*C 
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At  the  end  of  a  march  of  only  fire 
mUes>  the  colamn  was  in  consequence 
halted^  at  the  Moulin  a  Poudre,  on  the 
banks  of  a  small  river  called  the  Pmn* 
plemousses,  which  ran  in  front  of  the 
position  nearly  a  roile^  and  remote  from 
the  enemy's  strongest  post  about  five 
times  that  distance.     The  men,  in  ef- 
fecting this  comparatively  short  march, 
suffered    extremely,    and    principally 
from  the  pressure  of  thirst,  no  water 
being  procurable,  although  the  country 
around  was  highly  cultivated,  but  from 
wells    attached  to  private  dwellings, 
scattered  widely  from  one  another,  on 
either  side  of  the  road  $  and  these  be- 
ing filled  from  sender  springs,  offered 
a  scanty  supply  of  this  necessary  article 
to  the  parched  tongue  bf  the  soldiery ; 
so  that  many,  rather  than  increase  their 
fatigue  by  seeking  a   temporary  and 
partial   refreshment,  chose  rather  to 
endure  the  present  and  consuming  evil 
of  thirst.      It  was  fortunate  that  to 
tbesb  distressing  circumstances  was  not 
added  the  opposition  of  the  enemy, 
who  allowed  the  troops  hitherto    to 
move    without    resistance,    and    lefl 
them,  in  the  new  position  they  had 
taken  up,  from  the  hurry  in  which 
lie  bad  evacuated  it,  on  the  approach 
t)f  the  British  force,  a  large  supply  of 
cattle,  chiefly  bullocks,  affording  the 
much-wanted  means  of  fresh  and  nou* 
risfaing  provisions. 

On  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  gene- 
ral Decaen  made  his  appearance  in 
front  of  the  British  line,  at  the  head 
of  a  pacty  of  cavalry  and  rjfiemen, 
sent  forward  to  reconnoitre,  and  re- 
ceived, as  he  approached,  a  slight  con- 
tusion on  his  leg.  The  party,  from 
the  inequality  of  the  ground,  came 
near  to  the  British  picquets,  l>efore  it 
^as  observed,  which  occasioned  them 
for  a  moment  to  r^ire ;  but  being 
immediately  supported  by  the  rifle- 
men of  the  59th,  they  drove  the  ene- 
my back  with  some  loss,  tfispersitig 
them  iu  every  quarter. 

In  the  evening  of  the  30th,  the  rear 
guard,  having  marched  from  the  land- 
ing place  before  sun-rise,  joined  the 
^ain  attny,  having  been  obliged  to 
leave  maiiy  of  their  comrades  on  the 


ground,  fainting  under  the  oppressive 
circumstances  of  the  road. 

Before  day-light  of  the  first  of  De- 
cember, lieutenant-colonel  M'Cleod 
was  detached  with  his  brigade  to  seize 
the  batteries  at  Tomheau  and  Torlue 
Bays,  to  open  and  preserve  a  commu- 
nication between  the  different  descrip- 
tions of  his  majesty's  forces ;  and  short- 
ly after  the  principal  body  of  the 
troops  was  seen  in  motion  in  the  same 
direction.  The  British  column  pro- 
ceeded without  any  molestation  for 
two  miles,  until  it  arrived  at  the  bridge 
over  the  Tombeau ;  at  which  place  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of 
fllxmt  300  men,  with  two  field-pieces, 
were  posted  to  defend  the  passage  of 
the  river  j  but  who  were  expeditiously 
dislodged  by  a  few  Shrapnell  shells,  ju- 
diciously directed  by  our  artillery. 
The  enemy  deserted  his  post  so  sud- 
denly, that  he  had  not  time  to  destroy 
the  bridge ;  but  it  was  left  in  a  state, 
which  allowed  the  troops  to  pa^  readily 
over  if,  yet  so  far  impaired  as  to  preclude 
the  conveyance  of  the  artillery  by  the 
same  medium.  At  a  point  somewhat 
lower  in  the  river  the  heavy  guns 
found,  with  some  difficulty,  a  passage 
to  the  opposite  bank.  This  fifst  ser- 
vice was  executed  with  not  much  nu- 
meral loss,  though  of  great  individual 
merit.  While  animating  his  men  to 
victory,  and  shewing  them,  by  his  per- 
sonal courage  and  zeal,  the  certain  and 
unerring  path  to  it,  major  0*Keefe,  at 
the  head  of  the  12th  regiment,  re« 
ceived  a  cannon-shot  in  his  head, 
which  instantaneously  terminated  his 
useful  and  valuable  life. 

Having  crossed  the  Tomheau,  the 
army  moved  rapidly  forward  to  a  second 
river,  the  Skhe ;  but  had  to  pass,  in 
tlie  intermediate  way,  through  a  nar- 
row road,  skirted  on  either  side  by  a 
thick  underwood.  The  enemy,  as 
might  be  expected,  availed  himself  of 
this  natural  advantage  -,  and  accorcK 
ingly  disposed,  in  commanding  situa- 
tions, some  pieces  of  heavy  artillery 
on  each  side  of  the  road,  which  were 
kept  concealed,  until  the  head  oi  the 
British  column  was  fully  exposed  to 
the  range  of  his  guns  1  when  a  dettroc* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  IAwaI 


19 


trre  fife  was  opened  frbcn  the  flanking 
batteries  of  grape  and  musquetry, 
checking  for  awhile  the  regular  march 
of  the  troops.  The  interruption  was 
but  momentary  5  for  the  advanced 
gonrd,  consisting  of  an  European  flank 
hattalion,  under  the  command  of  lieut; 
col.  Campbell  of  his  majesty's  33d 
regiment,  after  a  slight  and  scarcely  per- 
ceptible pause,  moved  foiward  with 
nnidaunted  spirit,  and  forming  on  the 
ground  to  the  left  of  the  road,  with 
as  much  r^olarity,  as  the  broken  sur- 
hce  would  admit,  rushed  forward  with 
irresistible  force,  driving  the  enemy 
from  his  fortified  position,  with  the 
loss  of  all  his  guns,  and  of  a  conside- 
rable number  in  killed  and  wounded. 
In  this  gallant  and  successful  charge, 
the  British  general  and  bis  country 
had  to  regret  the  loss  of  lieutenant- 
col.  Campbell,  who  was  killed  by  a 
grape  shot  at  the  head  of  his  batta- 
lion, and  in  the  very  act  of  giving  the 
orders,  which  secured  to  his  brave  fol- 
lowers the  well-earned  meed  of  their 
valour.  • 

In  the  interim  of  these  opera- 
tioDs,  a  second  British  party  took  up 
ground  on  the  right  of  the  road^  in 
Uic  midst  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and 
pressing  on,  with  the  same  impetuosity 
and  bravery  as  had  distinguished  their 
gallant  comrade  on  the  left,  secured 
the  like  advantages,  by  forcing  the 
enemy  to  retire  ftom  his  lines,  and 
posiessing  themselves  of  hrs  artillery. 
Xhelossof  the  French,  in  this  shortbut 
smart  action^  Exceeded  one  hundred. ' 
'  The  victorious  British  troops  par-' 
seed  the  flying  enemy  to'  the  borders 
of  the  river  Lataniers,  close  to  the? 
outworks  of  Port  Louis  j  where  they, 
were  oi'dered  to  halt.  As  this  position 
was  discovered  to  be  within  the  range., 
of  the  enemy's  batteries,  the  British 
advance  was  recalled  to  join  the  n&ain 
body,  at  a  short  distance  in  their  fear, 
which  was  arranged  in  several  lines 
ptfaUel^  to  e^ch  otber,  in  front  of  thse 
enemy *s  works,  the  left  resting  on  the 


long  mountnin/ '  The  army  remained 
in  this  situation  (tit  rhe  night,  unniQ*' 
letted  ly  the  enekny.  * 

In  tne  mdrning  of  the  2(f;  v^yie 
general'  Aiercrumby  was  ertip]o^ii'i  ii\ 
making  arrnhgements  for  detatHlng  a 
corps  to  the  southern  side  of  \^)^  toWn, 
and  giving  directions  for  a  general 
attack; a  flag  of  tiucew^ssent  to  the 
British  caipp  by  general  Decqe,n,  pro- 
posing a  bapftulation ;  rhe  ^erms  of 
which  were  personally  submitted  by 
the  general  to  admiral  Ber/it?,  then  on 
board  the  Jfndaine  ^  and  after  some 
discussion  and  modification,  were  re- 
turned to  the  French  governor.  These* 
were  ultimately  settled  and  ratifiecf 
at  the  British  head-quarters,  the  3d  of 
December,  on  the  terms  amended  ancf 
returned  on  the  joint  suggestion  of  the 
naval  and  military  commanders  -  in  « 
chief;  (he  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  British  being  major-general 
Henry  Warde,  and  commodore  Josias. 
Rowley,  and  on  the  behalf  of  the 
French,  general  Fandermaesen,  and 
capt.  Victor  Duperre*  The  principal 
condition  allowed  In  favour  of  the 
enemy,  and  which  was  humanely 
granted  to  spare  the  eflusion  of  blood, 
was,  that  bis  troops  should  notbeco|i- 
sidered  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  per^ 
mitted  to  return  to  European  F^dnce^ 
at  the  expence  of  the  Briti9h  govern- 
ment, with  their  arms  and  baggage. 

The  articles  of  caphulation,  in  other 
respects,  differed  very  little  from  the 
ordinary  stipulations  on  the  behalf  of 
a  vanquished  enemy,  under  similar 
circumstances.  With  the  reserve  spe- 
cified, this  last  and  impprtant  colony 
of  the  t^'rench,  with  the  naval  and 
military  ineans  attached  to  it,  and 
public  stores  of  every  denomination^ 
were  surrendered  to  his  Majesty's 
arms,  and  to  the  complete  possession 
'  of  the  British  troops,  who  were  imme- 
diately' marched  for  the  purpose  of 
,  occupying.  Port  Louis,  and  th«3  diffe- 
rent fortifications  of  the  island>t 

Besides  the  valuable  ordnance,  storesj 


•  WWJc  the  ^reliminaites  'wert  a^nsting,  thp  transport^l  hearin!;  th^  troops  front 
Ae  Cape,  appeared  off  die  coast,  but  were  not  |n  thtic  to  take  any  part  in  tht* /)pera- 
dem.  '    '    '       :  li.    _. 

*•  Tbe  extent  of  the  eneiav's  ft»rce  is  not  osceftaincd,  fiit'it  is  •grd  to  •  a^f  hontwtf* 
chteOy  of  militia,  who  rcfoscil,  on  tac  approj»ch-0f  ttc  British  tfrrtaintrnt,  tv  ct»-Dp€rate 
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lie  propertjr  on  the  island, 

ded  to  Ihe  captors^  six 

petently  equjp{»ed«  carry- 

>  52  gonsy  three  English 

ently  taken,  two  brigs, 

p  of  war,  mounting  14 

d  twenty-four  Merchant- 

»ter  part  constructed  for 

I  40Q  to  1000  tODS  bur- 
then. 

In  addition  to  the  immediate  advan- 
tages arrested  by  the  capture  from  the 
hands  of  the  French,  it  restored  and 
set  free  to  the  renewed  service  of  their 
country^  the  aid  of  2000  of  his  majes- 
ty's seamen  and  soldiers  confined  in 
the  enemy's  prisons. 

These  striking  benefits  were  ob- 
tained almost  without  a  struggle,  and 
without  an  opportunity  being  afforded 
to  the  great  body  of  the  army  of  dis- 
playing its  proud  and  distinguishing 
characteristic.  It  cannot,  however, 
be  doubted,  but  that  the  recent 
instances  of  the  intrepidity  and  zeal 
exhibited  by  a  part  of  that  gallant 
body,  had  established  a  reputation  for 
the  wholej  and  bad  indoced  an  early 
submission,  without  a  desire  in  the 
enemy  of  putting  the  general  courage 
to  the  prodT. 

Thus  terminated  an  expedition,  most 
fortunately  planned,  and  not  less  hap- 
pily executed  in  all  its  parts. 

The  chief  credit  of  the  design,  and 
of  the  direct  and  judicious  measures, 
leading  to  the  accomplishment  of  it, 
is  eminently  due  to  the  governor-ge- 
neral of  India,  ^on  whose  recommen- 
dation, and  at  whose  sole  risk  it  was 
«ndertaken.  But  wc  mean  not,  in 
Shis  broad  acknowledgment,  to  with- 

• .  '' 
in  tlie  defence  of  the  island,  thongh  particalariy  invited  by  tlie  following  procIamalipB. 
•faeneralDecaeB,ia»oed  on  the  teth  November.  »**'■''  '~ 

INHABITANTS  OF  THE  ISLE?  > 

ly^  Ai|w  an  bdbre  llic  island^  tiut  wimber. ww 
mds  Of  to  MDpoM  that  the  English  have  not  9oan^, ....  ,. 
ay ;  a  dcaisn  in  wtdch  th^y  have  already  bei^n  fo  i^iidb  coiuh 
lecets  of  the  hwft  mt'u  of  the  division  of  Dnpetre.  I  bear 
e  teal  and  intrepidity  that  yo«i  shewed,  f>efore,':Biid  after  that. 

,r^  ,  * 

f  Franct^ltttlie  prfsent  eoojmictare,  it  behoves  mc  to  remind 
yon  of  the  enthnsiaan  Witt  wUch  yov  Ime»«  renewed  your  fidelity  to  your  country  oa 
the  diry  of  the  anniversary  of  theiett  of  ^fireat  Kapoleon.  You  are  Frenchmen  -,  unite 
joor  cosiftfe  to  that  of  the  brave  tolcKcgf  and  oiariaes  that  I  am  about  to  oppose  to  oor 
,and  weshanbevictoiioat.    -     ;    '  (Signed;  VhCXES^ 

K  of  France^  Noveoiber  f  6th,  iCio. 


hold  from  the  British  ministijr  tba 
share  which  they  may  claim  in  adopt* 
ing  lord  Minto's  plan,  and  in  directing 
co-operative  means,  though  tardily  and 
unseasonably  supplied,  for  the  subset 
quent  completion  of  it.  We  mu^  also 
cheerfully  subscribe  with  the  British 
and  Indian  community,  to  the  pru- 
dence and  valour,  which  every  where 
marked  the  counsels,  and  the  acts  of 
those  vigilant  and  brave  officers,  to  . 
whom  the  command  of  the  naval  and 
military  forces  was  confided,  and  of 
the  valour  of  the  instruments,  employ- 
ed in  giving  effect  to  their  orders. 
These,  however,  have  been  gratefully 
and  enthusiastically  acknowledged  by 
authorities,  whose  mention  is  praise^ 
and  whose  praise  is  perpetual  and  un- 
fading. 

Who  needs  be  told,  that  this  newly 
acquired  possession  has  been  regarded 
and  used  by  France,  as  the  maritime 
key  of  India,  and  as  the  medium  of 
maintaining  communication  with  her  * 
Asiatic  territory,  and  what  Is  not  of 
less  importance,  with  the  restless  and 
changeable  powers  of  Hindoostan  ? 
From  this  solitary  spot,  have  issued  the 
enemy's  ships  of  war,  one  after  ano- 
ther, in  quick  and  unlimited  succes- 
sion, for  an  almost  unexampled  period 
of  warfare,  crippliug  and  undermining 
firitish  Indian  commerce,  and  wastii^ 
the  resources  of  the  state,  by  the  dl^ 
mand  of  an  extraordinary  protective 
maritime  force,  not  always  adequate, 
from  t)ie  immeasurable  expanse  ot  the 
Indian  ocean,  to  the  defence  of  tbese 
our  dearest  interests^. ,  Wi|b  the  island, 
have  failed  to 'France>  a^d,  #s,trost» 
for  ever,  the  mean^  of  access  to  dit 
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conlioent,  aikl  waters  of  India^*  a 
field  for  her  mischievous  policy  on 
abore^  and  the  plander  of  oar  trade  at 
aea.  Shall  we  stop  then  to  enquire  the 
value,  of  this  new  acquisition  to  the 
Crown,  or  deliberate  on  the  propriety 
of  p  reserving  it,  from  the  future  pos- 
•essJoQ  of  our  enemy  ?    If  it  be  not  of 


any  direct  or  immediale  good  in  oar 
hands,  it  has  been  experienced  in  those  of 
France,  to  onr  yet  nnracovered  cost,  a 
deadly  instrument  of  evil.  It  is  some^ 
times  a  wise  policy  not  to  calcnlate  so 
much  on  gain,  as  op  avoiding  possible 
loss. 


CHAPTER  11. 


Proceediogs  against  the  Molacca  Islands— his  M^esty^  ship  D9ver^  captain  TucKfia, 
with  the  C«nM»Ut«and  Samaranffy  dispatched  from  Madras  Roads,  with  a  complement 
of  artlOery,  and  European  infantry,  onder  captain  Court,  against  the  Dutch  settle 
roent  of  AnAeyna-'arnvem  Febntiry  off  the  island— the  troops  and  seamen  landed 
under  the  orders  of  captain  Court— attack  tlie  works  at  fV^Muioo  to  the  right  of  the 
town,  whidi  are  carried  by  assault — march  against  BtMa  Cr«Nl«ag>— which  is  de- 
serted by  the  enemy — the  ships  bombard  [Fori  Ficiorta— saaunons  sent  to  the  gover* 
nor,  and  surrender  of  the  settlement— measures  parsted  by  captain  Court  for  the 
defence  of  the  island— removal  of  the  Dutch  prisoners  to  Java— and  fiurtfaer  snceesi* 
fid  operations  against  Soperoaa,  flcrtMlw,  NatB^'Lamt,  B(mr§y  Mmiippti^  and  Ggrpnfsga- 
captain  Colb  sent  with  die  CaroUne,  Piedmtmhdu  and  BamemctOy  to  the  rdnforcemtnC 
of  the  division  off  the  Moluccas— touches  at  Penwug  and  Jfalssca,  for  stores  and 
troops — ^makes  sail  for  Bmida,  where  he  arrives  on  the  8th  of  August— nnfavonrabla 
stale  of  the  weather  for  disembarkation— resolves  on  a  night  attack  with  less  than 
balf  his  force — lands  at  two  o'clock  in  the  mommg— surprises  a  battery  on  the  beach^ 
imA  afterwards  gallantly  storms  and  carries  the  castle  of  BdJ^a— surrender  of  FtH 
Mmiau  and  island — advantages  of  the  capture— a  detachment  of  troops  from  Am^ 
kync  sent  by  the  governor  on  the  Doter^  fbr  tfaa  attack  of  the  islMd  of  Termtd  coma 
In  sight  af  the  island  on  the  25th  of  August,  and  land  in  theaight  of  the  28tk— disem* 
bailL  to  the  S.  W.  of  Fort  Emyo  JXfelndk— difficulty  of  the  march  of  the  troops— cap- 

'  taut  FoRBBSy  after  overcoming  innumerable  obstacles,  arrives  within  800  yards  of  the 
lbr^->which  be  escalades,  and  carries  gallantly  by  stoim— bis  subsequent  operatians— 

,  psoflspt  and  deteiimned  proceedings  of  eaptahi  Tucebr,  in  the  Decer,  against  the 

^  batteries  on  the  beaeby  which  terminate  in  the  snrreiMler  of  the  whole  Island  and  its 
cstablishnients. 


Tkb  policy  of  the  governor-general 
had  a  larger  scope  than  the  mere  reduc- 
tioD  of  the  immediate  possessions  of 
tbe  French,  as  noticed  in  the  preceding 
diapter  J  it  was  directed  at  one  and  the 
aame  moment  against  all  the  local  set- 
tleoieDts  in  the  east  that  depended  di- 
rectly or  relatbrely  on  France  $  aiming 
Id  separate  her  entirely  in  relation,  in 
inteiest*  and  intercourse  with  India 
and  iti  coQocipa^  and  to  deprive  her 


even  of  a  pretence  in  fntnie,  fer  enter* 
ing  the  Indian  seas.  Accordingly,  to- 
wards the  dose  of  the  year  I8O9,  an 
expedidoQ,  on  a  moderate  hot  suffici- 
ent scale,  was  planned  against  the  Mo* 
lucca  islands,  to  clear  the  way  for  more 
extensive  and  more  important  opera- 
tions at  that  time  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  ttxprraoe  government,  lliia, 
like  the  expeditions  jost  described* 
partook  of  a  navBl^  aa  well  as  a  milK 
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confided  to  captain  Tucker  ;  and  the 
military  detachment,  consisting  princi- 
pally of  a  party  of  the  company's  Ma- 
dras European  regiment,  and  a  small 
body  of  artillery,  was  placed  under 
the  command  of  captain  Court,  of  the 
latter  corps. 

The  joint  force  sailed  from  the 
Koads'of  Madras  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober^ I8O9,  giving  protection  to  a 
fleet  o(,.  homeward-bound  Indiamen, 
8ofsy:a8l70  degrees  south  latitude; 
when  it  separated  from  the  convoy, 
for  the  prosecution  of  its  destined  ob- 
ject, proceeded  to,  and  passed  the 
straights  Of  Sunda  ;  and,  in  the  middle 
of  tbc*^  month  of  February,  after  .  an 
eaftyand  favourable  passagf^,  came  in 
^^t^of^yimhoi/na,  the  scene  of  its  fu- 
^iire  operations.  In  th^  coyirse  of  the 
passage,  his  majesty's  ships  made  prize 
of  several  oHhe  enemy's  cruizers,  sta- 
tioned iti  the  Molucca  seafs ;  two  of 
them,  indeed,  within  a  few  leagues  of 
Hm  last-mentioned  island. 

The  division  made  directly  for  Laha 
bay,  where  it  anchored^:  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reconnoitring,  which  the  po- 
sition favoured,  the  different  works  of 
the  enemy,  and  of  examining  and  as- 
certaining the  safest  means  of  approach. 
These  provisions  being  made,  a 
council  of  war  was  assembled,  con- 
sisting of  captains  Tucker,  Montague, 
and  Spencer,  of  the  navy,  and  captains 
Court,  Philips,  and  Forbes,  of  the 
Qoippany's  infantry,  in  order  to  consi- 
der of  the  operations  to  be  followed. 

It  was  well  known  to  both  of  the 
ponamaodants,  that  the  military  works 
of  Aniboyna,  as  well  from^inimediate 
inspection,  as  authentic  statements, 
liad  been  roat^ially  augmented  and 
fortified  since  tbev  had  passed  from 
fhe  possession  of  tne  English,  at  the 
termination  of  thp  late  war,  into  the 
}^ds  of  the  Dutch^  and  more  espe«- 


dally  since  the  superint^tldancp.of  the 
islands  in  the  eastern,  sea's  ;had  beea 
virtually  exercised  by  ine  French  go- 
vernment.   Fort  Victoria,  ^f^  pripc^p^l 
fortress  of  Amboyna,  not  so  forthldabie, 
in  internal  strength,  as  in  the.surround- 
ing  defences,  bad  beep  improved  liy 
the  addition  of  several  out^works,  rais- 
ed by  itiuch  labour,  and   at  consider- 
able expence.     The  principal  military 
depots'  had  been  removed  from  the 
fort  to  an  adjoining  eminence,  around 
which  strong  fortifications  liad  been 
thrown,  and  new  redoubts  and  batte- 
ries erected,  to  defend  it  from  sudden 
attack,  and  all  (he  principal  approaches 
to  the  fort,  had  been  intersected  by 
deep  trenches,  covered  over  with  loose 
earth  and  grass,  to  deceive  the  unli- 
censed   and  unsuspicious    foot,     tfa^t 
should  tread  it,  in  advancing  towards 
the  town.   But  though  the  place,  from 
the  sea-face,  seemed  to  discountenance 
an  assault  in  (hat  quarter,  yet  all  Ihe 
labour  and  exertions  of  the    enenfty 
could  not  cui-e  aii  inherent  defect  in 
the  fortressi  arising  out  of  the  circain- 
stances  of  the  circumjacent  country  } 
which  shewed  two  distinct  ranges  qf 
heights,   the    furthest  of    which   was 
not  distant  from  the  walls  more  than 
1,200,  and  (he  nearest  700  yards,  ex- 
posing it,  therefore,  on  the  side  of  the 
land,  if  the  heights  could  be  once  gain- 
ed by  an  hostile  force,  to  an  easy  tDd 
successful  enterprize.      Weighing  the 
difficulties  and  the  facilities  that  pre- 
sented  themselves  on   either  side,   it 
was    resolved,    notwithstanding     (he 
means  of  the  expedition  were*  more 
naval   than  military,    that  the    latter 
force  should  be  principally  employed, 
aided  by  the  seapien  and  marines,  in 
^  the  attack  of  the  settleipent ;  and  tl^t 
the  adempt  should  be  prosecuted  with- 
out delay.     But^  to  conceal  the  jnten« 
tion  of  deb;xrkalion  from  the  enemy, 
a  very  successful  mancEuvre  was  prac- 
tised by  the  naval  pommandant,  in  or-, 
dering  the  ships,  when  i}iL6y  got  under 
weigh,  to  stand  across  the  bay,  as  if 
they   were  intent  on   working  out  to 
sea ;  but  contriyir^,  by  a  skilful  ma- 
nagement of  the  sails,  to  let  the  ships 
drifl  towards  the  landing-place,  having 
the  boats  slun^  over  the  'ship^9  side^ 
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Jiidden  from  the  fort,  and  ready  to 
be  dropt  on  a  signal  to  that  efl^ect. 
WJieo  the  shipf,  by  this  stratagem, 
had  oome  within  a  short  and  conve- 
nieat  distance  from  the  shore,  the  ships 
were  directed  to  bear  up,  and  sail  large 
before  the  wind,  to  within  a  cable's 
length  of  the  place  of  landing,wbere  the 
troop»were  instantly  debarked,  without 
lofSy  or  even  opposition  ;  the  latter 
circumstance  may  be  fairly  ascribed 
to  the  ingenuity  of  the  manoeuvre. 

The  troops  landed  on  the  l6th  of 
Febraaiy,  under  the  frequent  cheers 
of  their  companions  aboard,  and  under 
a  heavy  discharge  of  the  guns  of  his 
majesty's  vessels,  on  the  enemy's  batte- 
ries on  the  land,  thus  provoking  em- 
ployment for  his  artillery,  and  dis- 
tracting his  attention  from  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  party  in  the  act  of  disem* 
barkation. 

The  soldiers  and  seamen  were  drawn 
vp  inuaediately  on  their  reaching  the 
shore,  in  the  ordar  previously  arranged 
by  capt.  Court. 

When  they  were  ranked  and  num- 
bered together,  the  whole  amount 
of  the  different  descriptions  of  force 
did  not  exceed  four  l^uodred  and  one 
men,  who  were  destined  to  attempt, 
^  not .  to  effect  the  subjection  of  a 
force  more,  than  four-fold  their  nura- 
ber>  and  with  advantages  that  could 
not  have  been  viewed  without  fearful 
apprehensions  by  any  other  troops, 
than  those  who  are  unused  to  own  any 
obstacles,  and  unaccustomed  to  yield 
to  them  when  encountered. 

The  military  and  naval  force,  con- 
sisting of  176  men  of  the  Madras 
European  regiment  and  artillery,  and 
225  seamen  and  marines,  was  placed 
under  the  comnoand  of  capt.  Court,  of 
tibe  Madras  artillery,  to  whom  the 
conduct  of'  the  operations  on .  shore 
was  solely  con&ded.  This  small  band, 
nnder  the  plan  adopted  at  the  council, 
waa  formed  immediately  on  its  landing, 
into  two  <livisionSi  each  to  be  employ^ 
in  tecoring  the  disdnct  object  given  to 
it  in  charge.  The  fint,  or  the  advance 
party,  commanded  by  capt  PhiUips, 
oQUsiftting  of  about  180.  men,  was 
directed  to  attack  the  battery  of  fFaU' 
mioo,  aitnatfid  at  the  top  of  a&mall  hill. 


a  commanding  position,  and  defended 
by  eleven  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance, 
while  the  second  division,  formed  of 
the  residue  of  the  force,  and  under  the 
eye  of  the  capt.  commandant,  should 
possess  tbem^ves  of  another  height; 
on  the  same  line  with  the  former,  but 
somewhat  nearer  to  the  fortified  works, 
with  the  intent  of  turning  the  enemy's 
position  at  Baita  Gantong,  and  of  seiz- 
ing a  post,  having  the  complete  com- 
mand  of  fort  Victoria,  and  the  town 
of  Amboyna,  While  those,  several 
operations  should  be  in  progress,  the 
navy  were  ordered  by  capt.  Tucker,  to 
keep  up  a  constant  fire  on  the  batte- 
ries situate  along  the  coast,  defend-^ 
ing  the  sea  approaches  to  the  fort  and 
town.  These  dispositions  were  pe- 
culiarly adapted  to  the  nature  of  the 
enemy's  deifences  and  resources ,  and 
were  seemingly  well  calculated  to  mas- 
ter the  one  and  the  other,  if  the  force 
appointed  to  carry  them  into  execu- 
tion, were  not  inadequate  in  its  power  to 
effect  such  large  and  arduous  purposes. 
But  what  it  might  want  in  numbers, 
was  expected,  and  not  Vainly,  to  lie 
supplied  by  the  spirit  and  gallantry  of 
the  troops,  of  whom  it  was  composed, 
whose  movements  are  about  to  fail 
under  our  immediate  notice. 

The  first  object  of  attack,  was  the 
battery  at  fVannitoo,  situate  on  the 
first  or  lesser  height,  and  this  was  com- 
mitted^ as  has  been  explained,  to  the 
charge  of  capt.  PhiUips,  in  command 
of  the  advanced  party,  which  so  soon 
as  it  was  collected  on  the  shore,  was 
led  on  by  its  brave  and  judicious  com- 
mander against  this  the  enemy's 
nearest  post.  The  body  of  the  troops 
pressed  on  with  great  alacrity  to  the 
point  assigned,  and  with  a  determina- 
tion to  carry  it  by  a  coup  de  main.  The 
officer  heading  the  small  column  was 
lieutenant  Duncan  Stewart,  attached  to 
the  artillery,  who,  after  some  toil  and 
struggle,  reached  the  eminence  of  the 
hill,  on  which  the  tiattery  was  raised, 
and  keeping  the  same  station  there  as 
he  did  in  the  march,  was  the  first  that 
Iwd  the  honor  to  enter  the  enemy's 
battery,  emulously  followed  and  imi- 
tated by  the  thronging  soldiers  and 
seamen  in  his  r^r.    Feeling  himself 
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in  posa^sioo  of  the  position*  and  fear* 
\^s  of  retaintDg  it  against  all  oppo«> 
aitton,  with  a  generoBity>  the  sore  coq- 
comiunt  of  genuine  valour^  he  called 
upon  the  Dutch  commander  to  sur- 
render  the  battery^  and  accept  the 
quarter  which  he  tendered  ;  but  the 
latter,  either  disdaining  the  proferred 
mercy,  or  preferring  death  to  captivity, 
and  acknowledged  defeat,  refused  the 
liberal  offer  oi  his  adversary,  and  de- 
fended himself  and  his  post  with  an 
obstinate  courage  and  perseverance  to 
the  last  extremity,  exciting  the  admi- 
*  ration,  even  whilo  it  provoked  the 
corresponding  energetic  efforts  of  his 
assailants.  The  place  was  at  length 
carried  by  the  united  force  directed 
against  it,  for  there  was  need  of  every 
arm,  but  not  without  the  effusion  of 
British  blood.  The  enemy  were  dri* 
ven  on  every  side  from  the^  height, 
wiib  considerable  loss,  in  killed  and 
wounded  :  among  the  former  were  the 
commandant,  and  three  inferior  offi- 
cers ;  on  the  part  of  the  English,  the 
loss  was  comparatively  small,  but 
am^nng  the  wounded,  was  the  gallant 
officer  who  headed  the  storming  party, 
but  we  are  happy  toadd^  not  so  severely 
as  to  preclude  his  further  seri'ices  in 
the  improvement  of  the  fruits  of  the 
contest.  By  the  exertions  of  this 
of^cer,  three  of  the  guns  newly  cap- 
tured, were  instantly  brought  to  bear 
on  the  dying  and  scattered  enemy,  and 
were  afterwards  pointed,  most  sucoes* 
fiilly^  on  the  more  advanced  height  in 
the  enemy's  possession  at  BatU  Gan" 
iongj  thus  preparing  the  way  to  tbe 
post  to  which  the  other  British  divi- 
sion was,  in  the  mean  time,  hastening, 
to  effect  the  second  object  of  attack, 
and  whither  it  is  now  necessary  to 
accompany  it. 

While  the  first  party  was  poshing  its 
advances  under  capt.  Phillips,  against 
the  foremost  out-works  of  the  enemy, 
capt.  Court  was  winding  his  way,  witb 
the  reserve,  and  fu  a  circuifoos  course, 
over  the  more  remote  and  superior 
height,  with  the  intent,  as  has  been 
shewn,  of  taking  op  a  finroarabie  posi- 
tion, from  which  he  might  annoy,  and 
in  ail  reasonable  probability,  turn  and 
dislodge    the    enemy  from  his  only 


imnaimog  strong  bdd,  at  Batta  Can* 
tong.  These  were  tbe  two  principal 
works  in  which  the  enemy  confided. 

But  Batia  Ganiong  was  more  difii- 
colt  of  access,  and  beset  with  more 
natural  defences  than  the  first,  so  as  to 
discountenance  and  utterly  forbid  a 
direct  assault,  and  to  demand  acaotioos 
and  wary  approach.  Sensible  of  the 
natural  and  artificial  strength  of  the 
enemy,  the  British  commander  fashion- 
ed his  means  to  the  difficulties  with 
which  he  had  to  enconntisr.  Seeing  * 
the  rashness  of  an  attempt  to  take  tlie 
enemy  in  front,  he  wisely  ordered  tbe 
troops  under  his  command,  to  move 
obliquely  over  the  steep,  but  undulat- 
ing ground,  until  they  should  reach 
(he  summit  of  the  height,  towering 
above  the  enemy's  post,  and,  althoogh 
he  well  knew  that  eminence  cooid 
not  be  .gained,  but  by  severe  and  inces- 
sant labour,  he  did  not  despair  of 
this  painful  exercise  of  a  aoldier'a 
patience,  to  overcome  the  obstacles 
that  lay  in  his  way.  Animating  his 
men,  by  his  own  example,  he  began 
his  toilsome  task,  and  mastered  steep 
after  steep,  now  exposing  himself  on 
the  summit  of  frightful  precipices, 
and  now  again,  in  alternate  labour, 
sinking  into  the  abyss  below;  every 
fresh  ascent  being  deemed  the  last, 
until  aiiother  rose  behind  it  in  rapid 
succession,  seeming  to  mock  the  aid 
a(  hu  toil.  In  this  way  did  thepaasire 
troops  climb  and  descend  firom  one 
eminence  to^nother,  and  without 4ntef- 
mission  for  more  than  fiw  boars  |' 
trusting  often  for  safety  to  their  hands, 
inseiztog  the  slight  and  thinly-scattiered 
rftrab,  to  assist  tbe  sliding  and  unsteady 
foot  over  an  hitheno  untrodden  way  j 
but  at  length  had  the  good  fortune  to 
end  a  mpst  fiatigning  and  haraanng 
march,  by  safely  arrivins  at  the  goal, 
the  promised  reward  or  their  laboor. 
At  aboQt  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
a  little  after  sunset,  the  British  par^ 
were  at  first  seen  on  the  height,  and 
prepared  to  pursue  the  advantage  par- 
chased  by  their  pnevious  toil,  when 
the  enemy  perceiving  what  their  labour 
bad  achieiHBd,  and  what  it  ultimately 
promised  to  dfect,  suddenly  withdrew 
firoi9  his  atadoo^  leaviog  his  guaa,  and 
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bit  works^  to  the  anopposed  possession 
of  the  assailants.  Thus  constancy 
made  sure  of  the  meed,  which  cou- 
rage, bowever  eminently  displayed, 
migbt  have  rendered  hazardous  or 
doubtful. 

Captain  Court,  having  entered  the 
battery  with  his  division,  occupied 
himself  during  the  rest  of  the  evening, 
in  rendering  the  ordnance  left  in  it 
fit  for  the  expected  semce  of  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  to  which  time  all 
actiye  measures  against  the  enemy 
were  necessarily  suspended. 

While  these  gallant  and  successful 
operatiotss  were  conducted  by  the 
troops  en  shore,  the  naval  commandant 
employed  bis  peculiar  force  in  further- 
tog  their  pursuits,  by  a  brisk  and  inces- 
sant fire  on  the  fort  and  surrounding 
batteries,  fbr  the  space.of  several  hours, 
drawing  for  this  long  interval,  all  the 
attention  of  the  officers  in  command 
of  the  enemy's  works,  to  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  shipping,  and  leading  it  in 
consequence,  from  the  movements  of 
the  troops  on  land^  wbb  used  tbe 
opportunity  which  the  interim  pre- 
sented to  them,  in  the  advantageous 
and  aoccessful  manner  explained.  Bat 
this  assistance  was  not  rendered,  with- 
out exposing  the  naval  force  to  certain 
Ion,  and  still  greater  peril.  During 
the  time  which  his  majesty's  ships 
engrossed  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  they  were  galled  by  a 
heavy  dtschacge  of  artillery  fix>m  the 
heights  on  the  lefl  of  the  town,  with 
red  hot  shot,  and  were  closely  plied 
by  the  batteries  on  the  beach,  and  on 
piles,  running  into  the  sea;  which 
being  low  in  their  construction,  and 
on  ft  level  almost  with  tbe  water,  gave 
tbe  ordnance  upon  them  af>articular 
adviantage  over  the  vessels  in  front. 
The  Cornwallis  alone,  which  was 
teore  directly  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
one  of  the  sea  batteries,  received  more 
&an  200  shots  in  her  side.  The  loss 
erf*  the  navy  wo«dd  have  been  more 
severe.  If  at  the  end  of  the  interval 
JQSt  noticed,  a  light  breeze  had  not 
spnu^  up  from  the  land,  and  enabled 
tbe  l)rav6  and  skilful  commander  of 
the  naval  part. of  the  expedition,  to 
kad  bis  division,  which  had  drifted 


during  the  action,  from  a  position,  im- 
mediately within  the  power  of  the  ene- 
my's guns,  to  a  convenient  anchorage 
without  their  range  ;  but  not  before 
the  first  position  of  the  enemy  had 
been  stormed,  and  tbe  second  in  a  fair 
course  of  being  reduced  to  the  sitiiiatioa 
of  the  first. 

Having  brought  his  ships  to  anchor 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  capt.  Tucker  retained  his  well 
chosen  position,  repairing  his  damages 
in  the  interval,  until  be  should  be 
required  by  the  exigencies  of  tbe  ser- 
vice, to  render  bis  further  active  and 
co-operative  assistance*. 

He  had  not  long  taken  his  station 
before  he  haJl  to  wimess  the  capture 
of  the  second  battery  of  the  enemy, 
at  Batta  Gantong ;  and  in  (he  dusk 
of  the  evening,  forwarded  40  men, 
with  two  field  pieces,  under  the  com- 
mand of  capt.  Spencer,  who  volun- 
teered his  services  on  the  occasion,  to 
the  re-inforceraent  of  tbe  newly- 
acquired  position  on  the  height. 

The  serviceable  and  important  aid 
of  the  navy,  was  reciprocated  on  the* 
next  morning,  (the  J  7th)  by  the  mili- 
tary on  the  height,  by  dislodging  tbe 
enemy,  by  a  well-directed  and  effective 
fire,  from  (he  batteries,  that  had  re- 
cently harassed  tbe  British  shipping 
from  the  water  and  the  beach.  Both 
these  commanding  points  were  aban- 
doned, with  precipitation,  shortly  after 
day  light — and  the  walls  of  the  fort, 
by  the  removal  of  these  powerful 
defences,  were  left  exposed  to  the 
mercy  of  our  batteries  afloat. 

At  this  time,  the  artillery  at  Baita 
Gantong  was  opened  with  fiill  effect 
on  the  fort  and  town  below,  working 
much  apparent  and  deadly  mischief, 
which  was  faintly  attempted  to  be  reta- 
liated by  the  projection  of  a  few,  but 
powerless  shells  from  tbe  garrison, 
failing  in  their  aim,  and  falling  spent 
and  short  of  their  mark. 

Impressed  with  their  own  superiority 
in  position,  and  tbe  visible  weakness  . 
of  the  enemy,  the  naval  and  military 
commandants  determined  on  c()nsult- 
iDg  together  on  the  propriety  of  desist- 
ing from  further  adverse  operations, 
to  give  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 
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making sach  terms,  for  thecessatioo  to 
hostilities,  as  should  bd  consonant  ^^ 
his  reduced  nieaus>  and  fur  this  purpoes 
the  iiring  from  the  ships  and  batteri  <^ 
were  ordered  to  be  discontinued,  and 
summons  was  forthwith  senr,  from 
motives  of  humanity^  for  the  surrender 
of  the  fort  and  islands.  An  answer,,  after 
a  short  interval,  was  returned  from  the 
Dutch  commandant,  accompanied  with 
17  distinct  articles,  regularly  drawn 
up,  and  previously  prepared,  it  may  be 
imagined,  in  anticipation  of  a  demand 
of  surrender.  In  this  answer^  the 
oommander-in  chief  of  the  Moluccas 
fet  forth,  as  the  principal  inducements 
to  the  capitulation  tendered  by  him, 
"  the  concurrence  of  unfavourable 
events,  and  the  infidelity  and  treacher- 
ous  conduct  of  the  Amboynese  inbabi-' 
tants,  who,  rusensible,  as  he  described, 
of  the  benefits  bestowed  on  them  by 
the  Dutch,  had  exhibited,  in  return  for 
them,  a  determined  enmity  on  the 
nation.*' 

The  proposed  articles  of  the  capitula*. 
tion  were  of  an  ordinary  nature, 
treating,  as  usual,  for  the  security  of. 
private  property  and  the  liberty  of  the 
inhabitants — and  the  surrender  of  the, 
fort,  under  circumstances  gratifying  to 
the  pride  and  honour  of  soldiers  ;  which 
articles  were  arranged  and  concluded, 
after  little  discussion,  between  the 
commanders  of  the  British  naval  and 
military  forces  and  the  colonel  adjutant 
general  of  the  king  of  Holland,  on  the 
same  evening ;  and  the  next  morning 
was  appointed  for  the  evacuation  of 


the  place  5  when  the  garrison  marched 
out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  exceed- 
ing in  numbers  one  thousand,  three 
hundred  men>  who  laid  down  their 
arms,  without  its  walls,  sqrrenxlered 
the  capital  of  the  Moluccas,  and  an 
almost  impregnable  fort,  to  less  than 
one  third  the  number  of  their  force. 

What  must  have  been  the  surprise, 
as  well  as  the  proud  feeling  of  the 
limited  but  valorous  British  ranks,  as 
they  counted  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  marshallf^d  out  in  long  atTay  and 
preceded  by  a  train  of  field-artillery, 
with  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of 
war,  moving  slowly  and  sullenly  along 
their  line  ? 

The  public  stores  surrendered  with, 
the  island,  were  of  great  and  almost 
incalculable  value  1  the  spices  alone^ 
being  estimated  at  300,000/. 

The  brass  ordnance  of  diflTcrent  cali- 
bre, captured  on  the  works,  amoonted 
to  215  guns,  and  the  iron  guns  to 
eighteen. 

Thus  were  these  advantages,*  splen- 
did in  thenaielves^  and  most  important 
in  their  consequences,  obtained  by 
a  brave  handful  of  men,  not  it  is  true 
without  a  struggle,  but  without  any 
serious  loss. 

The  exertions  of  the  commanders  of 
the  different  forces  did  not  cease  with 
their  success  j  but  were  urged,  on  every 
side,  without  intermission  to  the  im- 
provement of  their  conquest,  convert- 
ing the  fruits  of  it,  just  rescued  from 
the  enemy*8  possession,  to  his  further 
and  fuller  discomfiliu-e.  While  the  new 


*  The  instrnctions  given  by  his  majesty's  ministers  to  the  admiral  on  the  India  station 
co-operated  with  the  viewA  of  Lord  MintOy  and  certainly  stimalated  if  they  did  not  detcr- 
romc  the  opirations  concerted  ajB^ain.«t the  Moluccas,  which thns  snccesefully  commeoccd. 
A  blockade  of  Java  and  these  islands  was  at  first  all  that  was  meant,  but  as  this  was  die-' 
tatcd  vrholly  with  a  view  to  annoy  the  enemy,  by  preventinst  his  ships  from  sailing  to  or 
leaving!  bis  ports,  the  intention  Was  improved  upon  in  India,  by  changing  the  mode  of 
annoyance,  from  one  which  was  inipracticnble  from  the  extent  of  tiie  enemy's  coast  and' 
the  narrowness  of  onrnava)  mean*:,  for  another  equally  operative  and  efficacious,  and 
rapal>k*  of  oxcTution,  the  sdzure  of  the  Dutch  ^toris  tliemtelves.  Admiral  Drury,  flivt' 
ejKpKs.«e5  himself  on  the  subject,  in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  at  the  Admiralty,  dated 
tiie2'Jnd  ff  April. 

^*  In  coDziiqucnceofhis  majesty';  order  in  council  and  their  lorUi»hip'3  directions  to  put 
ilie  island  of  Java  and  the  ^f  olucras  uitder  the  most  rigid  state  of  blockade,  I  endeavour- 
ed to  effect  it  v/iththe  few  ship*  that  could  be  ^ared  from  India  •  but  finding  itimposstble 
to  cover  >ueh  an  extent  of  coast ;  so  as  to  answer  that  purpose  of  annoying  or  distressing 
the  enemy  to  any  e\tf*nt,  1  judged  it  would  be  best  done,  by  seizing  upon  the  principal 
^tth  ment  in  the  eastern  i>laAdSy  securing  their  shipping  aud  valuable  crops  of  the  Moloc- 
ras,  and  thereby  fulfilling  the  intention  of  the  blockade  in  a  great  degree,  aud  at  the 
ka*t  risk  to  tiie  commercial  and  political  interest^  of  India." 
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govomor  of  Anaboyna  y^ts  emfdoyed  io 
fonnmgthe  Malays  Into  battalions^  for 
the  defence  of  the  island;  the  naval 
commandant  was  not  less  busily  occu- 
pied in  removing  from  the  settlement 
the  Dutch  troops,,  with  their  officers, 
and  the  civil  functionaries,  to  the  isle 
of  Java  :  thus  rendering  a  double  ser- 
vice, by  increasing  the  strength  of  the 
place,  and  diminishing  at  the  same 
time  the  demands  of  defence,  and  leav- 
ing conseqdently  in  the  proportion  of 
the  diminution  of  the  latter,  a  dispos- 
able force,  which  might  be  required, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  remaining 
objects. 

By  these  precauiiot)ary  measures,  the 
navy  was  left  at  liberty  to  push  its 
advances  against  the  small  contribu- 
tory and  dependent  establishments  of 
the  Dutch,  which  were  numerous,  in 
the  surrounding  sea.  A  number  of 
islands  and  fortified  places,  the  imme- 
diate subordinates  and  dependencies  on 
Araboyna,  Saperoua,  Harouka,  Nasso- 
Laui,  Bouro,  Manippa,  and  Gorontello^ 
partaking  of  the  fortune  of  their  prin- 
cipal,fell  successively, under  the  activity 
of  the  navy,  into  the  British  possession. 
All  these  were  captured  by  the  middle 
of  the  month  of  June,  and  men  alone 
seemed  wanting  to  extend  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  British  arms  to  the  entire 
reduction  of  the  enemy's  power  in  the 
Moluccas.  The  military  force  was 
originally  tpo  scanty,  to  admit  of  any 
large  detachment  from  it  for  more  ex- 
tensive captures,  and  the  whole  of  the 
anijlery  in  particular  were  especially 
required  to  secure  what  had  already 
been  obtained  ;  it  had  therefore  become 
absolutely  necessary  to  confine  their 
views  at  present,  and  wait  in  qnielude 
until  fresh  forces,  should  be  received 
from  other  quarters,  or  arrangements 
made,  by  a  different  dispensation  of 
troops,  for  the  completion  of  ulterior 
objects.  Tliese  were  not  effected 
before  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
August ;  when  we  have  to  observe  tlie 
djfl^erent  forces  again  in  action,  and 
have  tbence  to  detail  their  movements 
and  their  effects.  Id  the  uiterim,  it 
appears,  that  a  baval  reinforcement 
liad  been  dispatched  from  India  by 
admiral  Drury,  consisting  of  the  ships 


Caroline,  Piedmonlaise,  and  BaraanUa, 
under  the  command  of  captain  CqU, 
to  the  relief  of  the  division  off  Am- 
boyna,  which,  putting  in  during  the 
passage  at  Penang,  took  on  board  a  va- 
riety of  military  stores,  and  received  an 
order  for  the  embarkation  of  a  small 
detail  of  artillery,  of  20  non-commis- 
sioned rank  and  file  under  an  experi- 
enced officer,  at  Malacca,  at  which 
place  the  ships  touched  in  their  way  to 
the  Molucca  seas. 

Having  taken  on  board  the  detach^ 
ment  of  artillery,  and  in  addition  to  a 
part  of  the  Madras  regiment,  which 
had  accompanied  them  from  lodia^ 
the  ships  departed  from  the  last-men- 
tioned place  on  the  12th  of  June,  and 
proceeded  straight  to  Sooloo,  when, 
having  completed  the  sbpply  of  fresh 
water  and  provisions  for  the  remainder 
of  the  voyage,  they  sailed  for,  and  ar- 
rived on  the  8th  ^of  August  in  Banda 
foads,  witli  the  design  of  surprising  the 
Island,  before  its  commandant  should 
receive  intelligence  of  any  new  force 
having  arrived  in  those  seas  :  but  the 
approach  of  this  unexpected  naval  force 
had  been 'unfortunately  communicated 
to  the  Dutch  on  the  preceding  day. 
Immediate  measures  seeming  indis- 
pensable to  prevent  the  enemy  recover- 
ing from  his  surprize,  it  was  resolved, 
that  a  descent  should  be  made  on  the 
island  during  the  same  night. 

The  attack,  as  pre-determined  by 
captain  Cole,  was  to  have  been  made 
by  the  collected  naval  and  military 
force  on  board  the  division  applica- 
ble to  the  service,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  nearly  400  men.  But  the 
season  did  not  allow  this  prepared  and 
digested  plan  to  be  carried  into  effect, 
the  weal  her  being  so  unfavourable 
as  to  make  the  lauding  of  so  large  a 
body  of  men  in  boats,  if  not  unpracti- 
cable,  at  least  unsafe — as  the  circum- 
stance, however  desirable,  could  not 
be  effected  by  a  single  exertion,  or  in- 
deed without  frequent  communication 
with  the  ships  in  a  cross  sea  and  heavy 
swell.  The  necessity  of  prompt  mea- 
sures was  apparent  to  all,  and  to  none 
more  than  to  the  gallant  ofiScer  who 
commanded  the  expedition ;  who, 
adapting  his  operation  to  the  occadon. 
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determiDed,    on  the  instant,  on    at- 
tempting the  assault  with  such  part  of 
his  force  as  might  be  instantaneously 
landed  i  judging  that  the  rapidity  of 
his    movements,  and  the  consequent 
alarm  of  the  enemy  would  counter- 
balance his  want  of  force,  and  might 
effect  more,  as  it  often  does,  on  a  sud- 
den, than  he  could  achieve  by  a  pro- 
tracted and  more  matured  operation. 
With  this  impression,  he  placed  him- 
aelf,  and  about  two  hundred  men,  a 
mixed  body  of  seamen,  marines,  and 
the  Madras  European  regiment,  into 
the  several  boats  of  the  division,   and 
quitted  the  ships  with   9  courage  and 
confidence,  always  accompanying,  and 
usually  insuring,  success,  in  a   dark 
equally  night,  gn  an  open  and  tempes- 
tuous sea,  to  descend  on  an  hostile 
coast,  fortified  strongly  by  nature  and 
by  art^  and  defended  by  a  formidable 
force.     Every  mind  was  full  and  glow- 
ing for  the  coming  enterprise,    but 
every  tongue  was  mute.     The  boats, 
bearing  these  hardy  and  adventurous 
few,  boMly  buffetted  the  winds,  and 
the  dark  and  dreary,  and  troubled  deep, 
but    patiently     wrought     their     way 
through   the    angry  and    contending 
elements,  until  they  reached  the  kindly 
shelter  of  the  l^d  under  the  friendly 
cover  of  which  they  winded  their  la- 
borious and  tedious  way,  to  the  yet 
undiscovered  point  of  debarkation  at 
Banda  Neiro,  which*,  when  descried, 
was  possessed  with  the  silent  and  wary 
fbot  of  the  hunter,  stealing  softly  on 
lu's  prey. 
The  troops  were  landed  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning — a  dark  cloud,   with 
rain,  yet  overshadowed  and  favoured, 
most  opportunely,  the  earliest  opera- 
tion of  the  assailants.    The  spot  of  de- 
barkation, as  chosen  by  captain  Cole, 
was  situated  near  a  battery  of  ten  guns, 
and  distant  from  it  not  more  than  one 
hundred  yards ;  and  as  this  could*  not 
be  left  in  the  rear  on  the  advance  of 
the  British  party  to  the  principal  for- 
tress without  signal  danger,  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  attacked  by  the  pikemen  • 
under  captain  Kenah,  of  the  Baracouia, 
and  lieutenant  Carew,  of   the  same 
ship,  and  to  be  carried,  if  practicable, 
tt^ithout  noise  or  confusion,  that  might 


advise  the  ffarrisoD  of  the  approach  of 
an  hostile  iootstep.  This  pmdent  or- 
der of  their  commandant  was  ^ithfally 
executed  by  the  officers  to  whose 
charge  it  was  committed,  and  so  lite- 
rally obeyed,  that  they  came  secretly 
on  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  were  ac- 
tually in  the  midst  of  the  battery  be- 
fore be  was  sensible  of  their  preaenoe^ 
tliougb,  at  the  time  of  the  seiznre  of 
the  post,  the  enemy^s  artillery  were 
standing  with  lighted  matches  by  the 
side  of  their  gons.  This  single  cir- 
cumstance speaks  sufficiently  of  the 
address  with  which  the  service  was 
executed. 

Being  thus  surprised,  the  Dntch 
party  submitted  without  firing  a  mus- 
quet,  and  were  laft  prisoners  in  their 
own  battery,  under  the  custody  of  a 
Serjeant's  guard — when  captain  Kenah 
and  his  brother  officer  returned  to  jotii 
the  main  body,  and  to  partake  in  the 
general  toil. 

The  time  now  became  as  critical  as 
it  was  urgent,  for  it  was  nearly  the 
break  of  day,  and'  the  most  important 
part  of  the  enterprise  remained  to  be 
performed.  So  soon,  therefore,  as 
the  battery  had  been  secured,  captain 
Cole  moved  forward,  with  alacrity, 
with  his  collected,  but  small  force,  to 
the  castle  of  Belgica,  directed  in  his 
obscure,  and  hitherto  unexplored  way^ 
by  the  assistance  of  a  Native  gQide. 
The  troops  made  a  circuit,  tty  different 
routes,  of  the  skirts  of  the  town  ;  bat 
did  not  succeed  in  reaching  the  walls 
of  the  fortress,  before  the  sonnd  rf 
the  bugle  informed  them  that  the 
enemy  was  not  unapprised  of  their 
coming.  Stimulated  by  this  intelli- 
gence, the  British  party  rushed  on* 
wards  to  the  outworks  of  the  castle,the 
seamen  and  their  gallant  leader  pre- 
ceding,  succeeded  by  the  men  bear* 
ing  the  scaling-ladders,  and  followed 
by  the  reserve,  or  coTering  party,  coo. 
sisting  of  the  marines  and  soldiers, 
under  command  of  captain  Nixon,  of 
the  Madras  European  infantry. 

In  less  than  20  minutes  the  ladders 
were  placed  at  the  walls  of  the  outer 
pentagon  of  Belgica,  and  the  assdlaats 
had  successfiilly  escaladed  their  sides^ 
with  Uttle  oppositioo5  the  onlyslrat 
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tbat  had  yet  pccarred^  having  been 
fired  from  the  mosqoetry  of  the  ene- 
my's centinels.  The  British  force,  on 
gainiog  the  ramparts,  haded  up  their 
scaling-ladders,  with  an  activity  un- 
paralleled, ready  to  apply  them  to  the 
storm  of  the  superior  and  stronger 
works  of  the  citadel,  to  which  they 
rushed,  under  the  inunediate  eye  and 
eocour^ement  of  their  brave  leader, 
and  in  the  same  order,  and  with  the 
same  con£denc«,  with  which  they  had 
rarmoonted  the  foremost  obstacle.  The 
enemy,  in  the  interim,  had  time  to 
piepare  and  point  his  artillery,  and  to 
level  his  mosquetry  at  the  storming 
prty,  and  kept  up  for  a  few  minutes 
a  brisk,  but  inefiectual  fire  \  in  despite 
of  which  the  seamen  steadily  and  uu* 
Leedingly  mounted  the  walls,  under 
the  protection  of  a  well-directed  fire 
of  the  soldiers  and  marines,  by  whom 
they  were  covered  and  followed ;  and 
the  works  were  thinned  and  scoured, 
in  an  instant,  by  the  irresistible  influ* 
enoe  of  the  pike  and  the  bayonet,  or, 
to  use  the  more  energetic  words  of  the 
British  commandant, — "  the  brave 
fellows  swept  the  ramparts  like  a  whirl- 
wind,"-—driving  the  enemy  before 
them  in  all  directions,  through  tne 
nteway,  and  every  outlet  of  the  fort, 
leaving  the  col.-commaodant,  and  ten 
others,  dead}  and  two  officers,  and 
30prisoDeri  in  thehaiulsof  the  besiegers. 
Hhif  gallant  achievement  was  effected 
widioat  the  loss  of  a  single  life,  and 
ipritboot  any  serious  hurt  to  those  by 
whose  hands  it  was  accomplished.  It* 
W8f  efl^eda  too,  without  any  of  those 
int^nlarities,  which  the  heat  and  the 
l^r  of  conquest  sometimes  induces, 
to  the  regret  and  embitterment  of  the 
•Qoceeding  moment  of  reflection. 

About  half-past  five,  A.  M.  of  the 
Slby  tbp  fan  was  in  the  quiet,  undis- 
turbed possession  of  the  besieging 
par^,  and  the  sun  beaming  propi- 
tiously at  the  moment,  discovered  the 
^Uftt  iif  Nassau,  the  sea  defences  be- 
neath, and  the  enemy  stationed  at  his 
gQos  00  the  different  batteries  on  the 


water,  but  commanded  by  the  posi- 
tion, arrested  ina mediately  from  his 
bands  3  and  a  sight  even  more  grateful 
presented  itself,  the  Piedmoniaise,  Ca* 
rolinti,  and  Baracoula,  sailing  into  the 
harbour  of  the  enemy,  whither  the. 
zeal,  perseverance,  and  consummate 
skill  of  captain  Foote  had  conducted 
them,  through  a  narrow  and  intricate 
channel,  under  the  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances of  a  dark  and  squally 
night ;  cheering  the  sight  of  his  com- 
panions ashore,  and  holding  out  a 
seasonable  assistance,  if  it  had  beeix 
requisite,  for  the  entire  subjection  of 
the  place.  But  such  was  the  impres- 
sion made  by  the  first  onset  of  the 
British,,  such  the  advantages  just  ob- 
tained, and  such  the  terror  excited  by 
the  expected  united  efforts  of  the 
navy  and  the  military,  from  the  de- 
cided measures,  and  the  apparently 
increasing  force  about  to  be  applied, 
that  the  DiUch  commandant  did  not 
think  fit  to  put  the  courage  ^f  (\U 
troops  to  a  second  trial,  but  agreecj^  for 
the  surrender  of  the  island  on  the  first 
summons :  when  seven  hundred  dis- 
ciplined troops,  besides  militia,  two 
forts,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon,  were  given  up,  on 
the  common  conditions,  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  brave  and  enterprising 
captors. 

This  interesting  and  usefd  service 
was  priiM^ipally  achieved,  as  it  has 
been  shewn,  from  the  turn  of  events, 
by  the  active  exertions  of  the  navy, 
inspirited  by^he  example  of  its  gallant 
leader, — sustained,  however,  so  far  as 
their  hands  and  services  were  em- 
ployed, by  the  joint  and  zealous  en- 
deavours of  the  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Nixon,*  and  pro- 
moted, perhaps,  not  in  a  secondary 
degree,  by  the  judicious  skill  of  cap- 
tain Cole,  promptly  exerted  on  the 
exigency  of  the  times,  both  in  the 
employment  of  his  means,  and  in  the 
choice  of  the  place  of,  his  attack; 
being  the  point  exactly  opposite  to 
that  where  it  bad  been  directed  in  the 


^  Hie  omaitservitcs  of  this  officer  are  acknowledged  in  the  general  orders  of  Lsrd 
r,— P^e  80  of  Bengal  Occurrences. 
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late  war,  and  where  the  enemy  ex- 
pect(^d  an  assault,  and  where,  in  con- 
sequence, he  bad  armed  himself  more 
strongly  for  resistance. 

The  value  of  this,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal spice  depots  of  the  Dutch,  is 
too  well  known  to  demand  any  parti- 
cular description,  bat  it  may  l>e  cur- 
sorily observed,  that  irs  internal  value, 
great  as  admitted,  i»  perhaps  inferior 
to  the  external  advantage  which  it 
secures,  in  the  support  of  the  position 
previously  obtained,  and  in  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Eastern  trade. 

We  have  scarcely  concluded  the 
expression  of  our  passing  admiration 
at  an  exploit,  which  in  other  ages 
might  have  occupied  and  exhausted 
the  pages  of  historic  v6lumes,  when 
we  are  called,  such  the  crowd  of 
splendid  and  valorous  events  of  the 
present  sera,  to  the  contemplatioQ  of 
new,  and  if  it  were  possible,  even  of 
superior  achievements.  Having  ac- 
companied the  recent  expedition 
from  India  to  the  Eastern  seas,  it  is 
now  our  pleasing  oflice  to  trace  the 
progress  of  the  first,  in  its  further  ope- 
rations in  the  same  eventful  scene. 

By  the  middle  of  the  month  of 
August,  the  British  forces  at  Amboyna 
had  been  so  arranged  and  increased 
by  the  pradence  and  activity  of  capt. 
Court,  the  commandant  of  that  island, 
that  he  felt  himself  justified  in  devot- 
ing a  part  of  them,  on  the  request  of 
capt.  Tucker,  for  an  attempt  on  the 
Island  of  Ternate,  the  only  remaining 
position  of  consequence  in  the  Molucca 
seas,  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch.  One 
hundred  troops,  for  the  most  part  Euro- 
peans, under  the  command  of  capt. 
Forbes,  of  the  Madras  European  regi- 
ment, were  accordingly  appointed  for 
this  service,  and  were  embarked  on 
the  21  St  of  this  month,  on  his  Majes- 
ty's ship  Dover,  which  immediately 
stood  to  sea,  and  got  sight  of  the  island 
on  the  25th,  but,  owing  to  light  airs 
and  calms,  was  not  in  a  situation  to 
commence  offensive  measures,  until 
the  28th,  when  at  about  one  o'clock, 
A.  M.  the  troops  were  embarked  iu 
the  boats,  (consisting  of  74  European 
artillery  and  infantry,  32  native  Am- 
boynese^  36  marines^  and  32  seamen^ 


in  all,  174)  in  the  expectation  of 
effecting  a  landing  cbse  to  the  walls 
of  fort  Kayo  Meirah,  under  the  cover 
of  the  night.  The  boats  were  placed 
under  the  direction  of  lieut.  Jefferies, 
who  made  every  exertion  to  conduct 
them  to  the  point  nearest  to  the  fort, 
but  on  approaching  the  shore,  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  Encounter  anfavour- 
able  currents,  which  he  inefilectualJy 
attempted  to  stem,  yet  had  at  day-light 
the  extreme  mortification  to  find  him* 
self,  notwithstanding  his  best  efforts, 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
appointed  landing  place.''  Fn*m  this 
untoward  circumstance,  it  became 
necessary  for  capt.  Forhes,  In  chai^ge  of 
the  troops,  to  select  another  place  of 
debarkation,  which  he  very  judiciously 
chose  at  Sasa,  situated  behind,  and 
covered  by  a  point  of  land,  withwt 
the  line  of  the  enemy's  fire,  to  the 
Southward  and  Westward  of  the  fort, 
and  which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
reach  about  seven  o^clock  the  same 
morning,  without  any  molestation. 
From  this  spot  the  military  command* 
ant  pushed  forward  a  small  party« 
under  the  orders  of  lieut.  €.  Forhes, 
with  tiie  only  gun  which  he  bad 
brought  from  the  ship,  to  occupy  an 
height  which  lay  direaly  in  bis  firont.- 
This  service  was  executed  witbont 
delays  but  not  without  great  labour^ 
and  fatigue,  from  the  unequal  nature 
of  the  ground,  and  the  abrupt  ravines 
wh'tch  opposed  themselves  to  the  ad- 
vance of  the  troops,  at  broken,  but  fre* 
quent  intervals.  To  this  post  the  main 
strength  of  the  little  detachment  fcA* 
lowed  ',  thence  to  encounter  fifesh  and 
similar  difficulties  in  pressing  forward 
to  a  second  height,  which  bad  been 
possessed  in  the  last  war  by  the  Bri- 
tish, and  liad  been  used  by  them  as 
the  direct  means  of  approach  to  tbei^ 
fort.  But  the  trees  had  grown  wo 
much  in  this  quarter,  in  the  interval, 
as  entirely  to  conceal  the  fort,  and  to 
preclude  all  hope  of  any  operations 
being  prosecuted  from  this  command^ 
ing  situation.  But  the  ship  and  her 
proceedings  were  plainly  discoverable 
from  it,  and  capt.  Forlies  perceived, 
just  at  the  moment  of  taking  up  his 
position^  that  she  had  hoisted  a  flag 
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of  tracer  tammotiiDg  the  enemy  to 
sorrender.  Not  expecting  that  the 
Dutch  would  give  up  so  strong  and 
valuable  a  station,  without  some  endea- 
vour to  retain  it,  capt.  F<frbes  directed 
preparations  to  be  made,  for  use,  ot 
not,  as  the  event  might  determine, 
against  the  enemy's  works  of  Kayo 
Meirah ;  and  one  hundred  mto,  with 
the  double  scaling  ladders,  were  se- 
lected, and  already  drawn  up  for  £his 
particular  duly,  when  a  letter  was 
brought  from  capt.  Tucker,  advising 
cff  the  failure  of  the  summons,  and 
of  the  naval  c6mmandani*8  design  of 
pladng  his  ship  as  early  as  possible  on 
the  next  morning,  alongside  the  works 
of  the  fort.  But  the  ardent  zeal  of 
capt.  Forbes,  would  not  allow  him  to 
wait  niUil  another  sun  should  risej  ere 
he  disturbed  the  enemy  in  his  works, 
and  interrupted  his  labours  in  endea- 
vouring to  render  them  more  formida- 
ble in  strength,  but  having  selected  and 
marshalled  his  forces,  as  has  been  just 
described,  he  proceeded  in  the  even- 
ing, after  a  short  refreshment  of  his 
daeo,  by  an  intricate  and  difiicult  path, 
«o  the  assault  of  the  fortress.  After  a 
most  tedious  and  harassing  march,  of¥er- 
ibg  n^pv  impediments  at  almost  every 
step,  laying  through  thick  and  nearly 
impenetrable  woods,  he  succeeded  at 
length  in  reacjhing  the  beach,  within 
800  yards  of  the  fort,  wholly  undis- 
covered by  the  enemy ;  where  be 
arrived  about  ten  o'clock  at  night. 
Taking  full  advantage  of  his  success, 
be  led  on  his  force,  without  a  moment's 
pause,  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy's 
outworks,  and  had  not  proceeded  iifty 
paces  before  an  out-sentry  observing 
his  approach,  fired  his  musqviet  in 
alarm.  A  detachment  of  the  enemy 
with  a  brigade  of  guns,  instantly 
appeared  in  front,  prepared  to  resist 
the  advancing  party,  and  firing,  as  an 
earnest  of  their  intention,  a  volley  into 
the  British  line,  who,  after  returning 
this  rough  salute,  by  a  round  of  mus- 
quetry,  rushed  impetuously  forward, 
under  the  personal  conduct  of  their 
gallant  commander,  forcing  the  enemy 
at  all  points,  and  driving  him  com- 
pletely from  his  position. 
When  the  way  had  been  thus  cleared. 


the '  fort  opened  a  very  heavy  fire  of 
grape  and  musqnetry  on  the  assailants, 
whc^,*  headed  by  their  brave  leader, 
slilF-fcept  the  steady  ten»ur  of  their 
cotirse,  in  contempt  of  the  showering 
balls  around  their  heads,  until  they 
arrived  at  the  margin  of  the  ditch, 
whete,  dashing  precipitately  through 
the  chasm,  and  gaining  the  opposite 
side,  applied  the  ladJcrs  to  the  flank 
of  the  nearest  bastion,  and  in  disregard 
of  the  fire  and  the  resistance  of  the 
enemy,  were  in  a  moment  in  posses- 
sion of  the  ramparts,  clearing  them,  by 
an  instant  and  irresistible  effort,  of 
every  opponent.  An  officer  and  sixty- 
eight  prisoners  fell,  with  the  fort,  ia 
the  hands  of  the  British  party,  (hd 
remainder  of  the  garrison  having 
escaped  by  well  known  passages, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  storm. 
With  this  happy  termination-  of  the 
labours  of  an  eventful  day,  capt.  Forbe$ 
rested  with  his  troops,  for  the  short 
residue  of  the  night. 

At  day  break  the  next  morning, 
the  enemy  opened  against  the  fort,  a 
fire  from  the  battery  at  Cottah  Para ; 
which  wa«  too  far  distant  to  occasion 
any  damage,  but  as  its  neighbourhood 
was  not  desirable,  capt.  Forbes  directed 
lieut.  C/irsham  with  a  party,  to  take 
it  in  the  rear,  and  if  practicable,  to 
reduce  it  into  his  possession,  but  he 
•was  obliged  to  return,  after  a  slight  and 
ineffectual  attempt,  having  found  the 
small  force  which  could  be  spared  for 
the  attack,  incompetent  to  master  the 
enemy,  strongly  posted  at  this  battery, 
and  defended  by  six  heavy  pieces  of 
ordnance. 

At  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  about  the  time 
of  lieut.  CurskarrCs  return,  capt.  T^iTik^ 
had  succeeded,  after  a  laborious  strug-. 
gle  with  a  contrary  current  and  winds, 
in  laying  his  ship  across  the  battery  of 
Kota  Barro,  next  in  position  to  fort 
Kayo  Meirah,  and  mounting  eight 
fijuns.  The  Dover  closing  within  pis- 
tol shot,  and  keeping  up  a  smart  fire 
on  the  battery  with  canister  and 
grape,  soon  silenced  its  guns,  when 
she  stood  on  to  the  succeeding  battery 
of  five  guns,  close  on  the  strand,  open- 
ing by  this  change  of  position,  a  fire 
from  a  third  battery,  and  the  sea  i^ioe 
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of  Fort  Onngp,  on  bit  Majeftj*t  thip^ 
Capt.  Tucker  was  returning  thie  fire  of 
the  diflferent  batteries  in  bis  fiont> 
'wben  be  found  himself  uoexpec^odlj 
exposed  to  tbe  rakin^^  sbot  of  tbe  bat- 
tery which  he  had  just  ouitted  in  bis 
rear ;  he  therefore  tbougbt  it  prudent 
to  witi)draw  from  bis  present  open 
situation,  and  effectually  secure  and 
spike  tbe  guns  of  Kola  Barro^  before 
he  advanced  any  further  against  tbe 
other  three,  and  with  this  intent  bad 
just  regained  his  former  station,  and 
again  succeeded  in  silencing  the 
enemy's  guns,  when  he  perceived  lieut. 
Cursham  in  smart  ^contest  with  a  nu- 
merous body  of  tbe  enemy,  in  tbe 
rear  of  the  battery. 

So  soon  as  capt.  Forbes  was  aware 
of  the  attack  made  by  the  Dover,  he 
had  ordered,  it  seems,  the  last-men- 
tioned officer  to  advance  with  a  gun, 
and  additional  men,  to  take  advantage 
of  capt.  Tucker's  fire,  and  to  aid  his 
purpose  by  assailing  the  enemy  in  the 
rear,  and  having  first  driven  the  Dutch 
troops  from  a  breast  work  which  they 
had  thrown  up  in  the  course  of  the 
diy,  lieut.  Cursham  was  following 
them  to  the  edge  of  tbe  battery,  when 
be  was  discovered  by  capt.TWcib^  in  tbe 
last  act  of  bis  success,  in  tbe  pursuit 
of  the  yielding  and  flying  enemy.  He 
at  the  next  instant  entered  tbe  battery, 
and  turned  its  artillery  on  tbe  town,. 
and  the  fortified  works  on  tbe  aea* 
line. 

The  Dover  being  freed  from  tbe 
annoyance  of  Kola  Bono,  was  brought 
to  close  action  with  tbe  whole  of  tbe 
batteries  before-mentioned^  and  used 


her  bioadsidei  witb  tocb  cool  dedsioo 
and  foocess,  tbat  before  fi?e  o'clock  in 
tbe  eveoiog,  tbe  enemy's  firing  bad 
utterly  ceased,  and  flags  of  truce  were 
teen  hoisted  in  every  direction  on  the 
walls  of  tbe  fortification.  Soon  after 
these  signals  were  bekl  out,  three  offi- 
cers of  the  Putcb  government  were 
sent  on  board  to  arrange  tbe  articles 
of  capitulation,  for  tbe  surrender  of 
tbe  place,  which  were  concluded  on 
the  following  naorn'mg.  Thus  a  third 
most  valuable  island,  after  a  contest  of 
less  than  twenty-four  hours  duration, 
witb  its  strong  works,  and  powerfiil 
and  regular  defences,  in  ordnance  and 
men,*  was  added  to  the  British  pos- 
sessions.f 

In  contemplating  theae  several  bril- 
liant captures,  one  by  one,  it  might  bt 
tbougbt,  as  if  fortune  bad  been  pro- 
pitiotts  to  tbe  darings  of  individnal 
adventurers,  whom  she  bad  capri- 
ciously cK?  signed  to  favour;  but  when 
they  are  successively  considered  and 
viewed  in  their  accumnbite  form,  tbey 
would  seem  ,to  challenge  a  csore  cer- 
tain character,  and  a  higher  apprecia- 
tion; th^  would  appear  as  effects 
springinjp;  from  natural  causes;  tbt 
retolt  of  victory,  founded  on  tbf  uner- 
ring basis  of  courage,  govern^  and 
directed  by  rational  prudence  and  judg« 
ment.  To  such  a  combination  are  we 
indebted  for  the  many  feats  of  our 
departed  heroes,  as  well  as  of  the  liv- 
ing com^patriots,  who  are  treading 
close  upon  their  steps  i  tbe  natioD*s 
never-dying  glory,  and  ever-existing 
hope. 


*  These  consisted  of  five  hundred  disciplined  infantry,  f09Enropean  seamen,  and 
armed  Dntcli  inhabitants,  and  500  Dative  troop^,  in  all,  liOS  rank  and  file. 

t  Lord  Minto  expresses  bis  acknowledgment  of  the  briNiant  services  of  capt.  Forbes, 
in  hb  General  Orders  of  the  16th  Feb.  1811.  Vide  pag«  80,  Bengal  Occurrences. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Tranqotl  appcaraocc  of  affairs — general  qniet,  not  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  tlie  acts  or 
4fi*poaHiom  of  the  larger  8ta^e8— death  of  nabob  of  Bengal— succession  of  hi»  son*— 
exfnordinary  claim  of  MeerKhan,  on  behalf  of  Holkar,  on  the  rajah  of  Na«3>ore — 
tnecdotes  of  the  Mahratta  prince,  and  his  general — chiim  attempted  to  be  enforced  by 
the  sword— opposed  by  the  BritUh  government,  on  the  application  of  the  rajah— 
nunreaients  of  the  British  armies  nnder  colonel  Close  and  colonel  Martindell— retreat 
of  Meer  Khan  to  the  Mahratta  states — general  reflections — operations  in  Bundlecand-^ 
a  short  accoont  cf  Gopaul  Sing — and  of  the  events  of  the  campaign  against  that 
Poligar — military  transactions  at  Bonibay-^insurrection  headed  by  a  fanatic  in  tlie 
tenicories  of  the  i-ajah  of  Mandvie— suppressed  by  Mr.  Crowe,  by  military  means— 
pn^ressof  the  expeditions  under  colonel  Smitli  and  captain  Wainwright,  against  the 
piimies  in  the  Persian  Gulph — attack  and  cap-ure  of  the  port  of  Luft  and 
Schecnaas — desperate  d^enceof  tht  latter — expedition  terminated— general  orders 
tkerenpor* — political  events  noticed — embassies  of  Sir  H.  Jones  and  brigadier-general 
Malcolm,  to  Persia — their  different  powei-s  noticed — fate  of  captain  Grant  and  cornet  ' 
Fotiiennfhant,  attached  to  the  suite  of  generaUMalcolra — termination  of  the  Intter 
tiibassy — hononrs  conferred  on  the  ambassador — mission  of  Sir  G.  Ousi'ly — arrival 
•4 Bombay— and  voyage  to  Persia — recal  of  the  embassy  to  Cabal — civil  history  — 
itti|Mtnrements  at  Bengal— pmgress  of  the  college — observations  on  Lord  Minto's 
«*lr«8»— proposed  opening  of  tlie  canal  of  Nehnr  Belieisht— veterinary  institution 
cital>iished  at  Madras— opening  of  the  new  docks  at  Bombay— launch  of  the  Minden 
of  74  guns — conclusion. 

Ir  vat^rtunate,  in  the  inteiiftil  of  the  in  position,  as  well  as  interest,  mate- 
Mvend  expeditions  mentioned  in  the  rially  to  affect  the  British  possessions 
pfWfcdmg  chapters,  that  the  quiet  of  or  politics :  and  the  domestic  arrange- 
ihe  continent  of  India  was  not  tbrea-  inents    of  the  states  nearer  at    hand 
leoed    by   any    serious     interruption,  did  not  discover  any  thing  calculated 
Noop  of  tlie  greater  states  of  Hindus-  to  produce  such  a  change  in  their  inter- 
tan,  or  of  the  surrounding  countries,  nal  condition  or  government,  as  to  vary 
Ssar    to   have    been    actuated     in  the  existing  rebtionswith  other  powers. 
interim,   by  any  but  an  amicable  There  seems  to  have  been  no  altera- 
diiposition  to  the  local  British  govern-  tion  in  the  foreign  relation  of  the  East 
tQeot,  or  towards  each  other,  so   that  India  company,  except  in  the  succes- 
itee  was  nothing  likely  to  arise  that  sion  of  one  friendly  prince  for  another 
HM^  involve  the  affairs  of  India  in  a  in  the  soubahdarry  of  Bengal  j  an  event 
rcpdar  warfare,  which  might  impli-  of  routine,  proceeding  in  the  course  of 
c«ft,ilie  East  India  company,  either  as  Jint-al    descent,    and  not  remarkable 
ipwdpalor  ally.  frotn  the  ordinary  occurrences  of  the 
The  civil  coimnotions  and  conten-  day,  hut  from  the  official  comraunica- 
tioQiin  Catul,  adverted  to  in  a  former  tit;ns  it  required,  in  the  notification  of 
wfcuDe,  were  at  too  great  a  distance  the  succession,  to  the  friendly  powers 
Yoi.  12.                                           *  ^ 
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around ;  and  the  formal  declaration  it 
demanded  of  the  determination  of  the 
government-general  to  assist  >nd  sup- 
port the  succession  with  all  its  power : 
a  declaration,  in  significance  and  mean- 
ing, nearly  tantamount  to  that  of  the 
champion  of  England^  on  the  accession 
of  a  new  sovereign  to  the  throne  of 
that  kingdom.* 

But  though  there  was  no  general 
warlike  appearance  between  the  greater 
powers,  there  were  certain  indicaiions 
of  hostile  movements  between  some  of 
the  many  restless  adventurers,  that 
are  daily  rising  into  reputation,  and 
disturbing  the  tranquillity  of  a  secon- 
dary order  of  states,  that  have  founded 
ihemseves,  in  a  permissive  policy,  on 
the  borders  of  the  larger  principalities  3 
and  to  which  they  often  communicate, 
without  a  vigilant  counteractive  po- 
licy, a  part  of  the  ill  effects,  if  not 
of  the.spirit  of  their  feuds.  As  it  would 
seem  to  be  somewhat  foreign  to  our 
purpose,  and  would  t>e  uninteresting 
to  the  reader,  to  enter  into  an  enume- 
ration of  the  disputes,  which  put  a 
number  of  these  petty  chiefs  in  motion 
against  each  other,  and  for  causes 
purely  concerning  their  diminutive 
interests,  we  shall  pass  to  the  notice 
only  of  such  particular  quarrels  and  dif- 
ferences, as  immediately  demanded,  or 
individually  r^uired  the  interference 
of  the  British  government.  These 
happily  were  few,  not  exceeding  two 
in  number,  and  both  happening  in 
situations,  where  the  common  force  of 
the  government  might  be  applied  with 
convenience  and  effect. 

The  first  -bf  these  occurred  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  rajah  of  Nagpore, 
communicating  with  the  Mabratta 
states  ;  and  the  other  on  the  side  of 
Bundlecund,  having  a  near  comfnunion 
also  with  the  same  territories.  One 
appears  to  have  been  fomented  by  a 
chieftain,  well  known  in  recent  Mah- 
ratta  history  under  tlie  title  of  Meer 
Khan  ;  and  the  other  by  Gopaul  Sing, 
an  enterprising  adventurer,  with  a  t^a- 
racter  iust  rushing  into  notice,  and 
from  the  exploits  now  connecting 
themselves  with  it,  promising  to  become 


of  equal  eminence  with  that  of  the 
Celebrated  Mahratta  chieftain. 

Of  the  circumstances  tliat  respect 
the  family  of  the  Mahratta  states,  abun* 
dant  intelligence  is  generally  derived 
through  the  medium  of  British  resi- 
dents, or  the  persons  attached  to  their 
suite;  but,  from  the  want  of  the 
same  means  of  information,  little  com- 
paratively is  known  of  the  separate 
government  of  the  territories  under 
Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  whence  the  pre- 
sent dispute  arises,  or  indeed  of  his  po- 
licy, until  it  is  manifested  in  his  public 
acts.  The  British  government  has 
never  'thought  it  expedient,  hitherto, 
to  maintain  an  envoy  at  the  court  of 
that  chieftain,  on  account,  it  is  believed, 
of  the  dissolute  manners  and  profligacy 
of  the  prince,  rather  than  from  any 
contempt  of  his  power. 

Hence  the  transactions  in  this  quarter 
come  upon  the  Indian  public  generaJJy 
by  surprise.  This  circumstance,  which 
prevents  a  full  knowledge  at  any  time 
of  the  policy  of  the  Durbar  at 
Indore,  deprives  us  also,  which  we 
regret,  of  the  particular  infoimation 
that  is  requisite  for  the  explanation  of 
the  events  under  consideration. 

Adeer  Khan,  the  instrument  em- 
ployed by  Holkar,  or  forcing  himself, 
perhaps,  into  his  hands  on  the  pres^aic 
occasion,  is  a  Patau  of  the  Rohilla 
tribe,  who  has  rendered  himself  most 
distinguished,  if  not  in  the  foundation, 
in  the  restoration,  at  least,  of  the  for- 
tune and  dominion  of  his  principal. 

As  the  events,  in  detail,  connect 
themselves  in  some  measure  with  the 
history  of  these  personages,  a  short 
account  of  them  would  seem  neces- 
sary, to  shew  the  origin  of  their  ac- 
quaintance with  each  otlier,  and  the  re- 
lation of  each  to  the  rajah,  the  other 
principal  party  in  the  transaclKHis 
about  to  be  recorded. 

Meer  Khan,  a  soldier  of  fortune, 
born  at  Furruckabad,  first  entered  the 
ser\ice  of  AJadojee  Sci-fidea,  under  tlie 
auspices  of  Afuzxufitr  Khmn,  in  whose 
cavalry  he  received  bis  military  iniati- 
tion.  The  Mahratta  prince  shortly 
afterwards  died  5  by  which  event  the 
services  of  Meer  Khan,  with  thowi  of 


•  Vid.  PioetamatioQ  of  Soprcme  (^verumeot,  page  16,  Bengal  Ocruirwice*. 
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his  immediiite  patroD  MuzzaHer  Kban^ 
were  transferred  to  bis  successor, 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindea,  The  prince 
just  named,  immediateiy  on  his  succes- 
sion, entered  into  an  alliance  with  the 
Peishwa,  which  had  for  its  object  the 
destruction  of  Holkar*s  power,  that 
had  increased  of  Jate  to  such  a  heigh  r, 
as  to  occasion  considerable  alarm  to 
these  the  principal  Mahratta  poten- 
tates. Tbe  force  of  Holkar  wa2»  then 
in  tbe  vincinity  of  Poonah,  and  exposed 
to  the  attack  of  tbe  confederates,  which 
was  instantly  determined  on,  and  pro- 
secuted without  any  declaration  of  hos- 
tilities. 

MuzxtifferKhant  and  bisproteg^,  took 
part  with  the  assailants,  and  contributed 
their  assistance  to  the  defeat,  which  foU 
lowed,  of  the  unprepared  and  unaided 
chieftain.  Holkar  betook  himself,  in 
bis  misfortune,  to  therfT/aAof  A^<?^- 
pore,  either  in  the  promise,  or  reason- 
able expectation  of  succour  ;  but  he 
had  scarcely  passed  the  frontier  of  be 
rajah,  before  he  was  made  a  prisoner 
by  his  orders,  and  thrown  into  the 
dungeon  of  a  neighbouring  fortress. 

Some  intrigues  prevailed,  at  this 
juncture^  amotig  the  ladies,  who,  by 
Eastern  custom,  had  recently  passed, 
by  no  unusual  transition,  with  other 
goodly  possessions,  from  the  deceased 
Madqjee  Scindea  to  the  protection  of 
the  reigning  prince  ;  which  produced 
in  the  end  not  only  a  separation  of  the 
dissatisfied  females  of  tbe  court,  but 
of  several  valuable  oflBcers  from  the 
service  of  the  state  ;  including  among 
the  latter>  Aduzxiiffer  Khan,  and  his 
young  military  pupil.  The  latter,  hav- 
ing accompanied  the  ladies  of  Madajce 
Scindea's  household  to  one  of  the  anci- 
ent residencies  of  the,  family  in  Hin« 
dnstan,  finished  his  employ metit  with 
Dowiui  Mao  Scindea  by  this  act  of 
chivalry,  and  afterwards  cast,  his  e}Q 
around  in  search  of  a  new  n)aster,  to 
whom  he  might  transfer  his  feahy,  and 
the  fluctnaiing  services  of  a  train  of 
military  followers.  A  master  soon  pre- 
sented himself  in  the  person  of  Ho/^ar, 
who  just  tit  •  ■'••  moniifnt  had  escaped 
by  -.iratager'  .  .!i  ijrs  pri'ion,  and  stood 
in  n^ed  *  .  Mive  partisan  for  pro- 

Wwi*'  '•.  -.  ^ !.cate  plans  of  aggran- 
*  D  2 


dizement,  and  of  revenge.  Condtdoat 
were  soon  concluded  between  parties  so 
necessary  to  each  other :  and  from 
this  lime  the  most  cordial  attachment 
prevailed  between  them. 

They  both  betook  themselves  to 
Indore,  where  they  set  about  the  in- 
crease  of  their  several  retainers;  whoio 
a  short  time  formed  a  band,  competent^ 
in  tbe  opinions  cf  the  two  adventurers, 
to  measure  its  strength,  with  tbe  more 
organized  force  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
dea. A  miscalculation  of  military 
power,  proceeding  perhaps  from^  the 
personal  malignity  of  Holkar  towards 
Scindea,  anting  out  of  his  late  di&com* 
tore,'  embroiled  the  two  adverse  chief- 
tains in  hostility,  before  the  means  of 
the  former  had  grown  into  maturity  for 
their  object ;  and  the  consequence  was 
a  second  defeat,  but  not  so  complete 
in  itself,  or  perilous  in  its  consequences, 
as  tbe  first.  Though  Hdkar  was  se- 
veral times  beaten  b)  his  opponent,  and 
chased  beyond  the  confines  of  Malwa 
in  a  southern  direction  into  Candeisb, 
where  he  arrrived  with  a  bare  remnant 
of  his  forces,  and  a  few  chosen  com- 
manders, he  yet  manifested  in  the 
course  of  the  warfare  several  instances 
of  great  address,  and  of  courage,  and 
carried  with  him  the  spirit  and  the 
reputation  of  a  soldier,  which  eoabkd 
him  to  preserve  bis  own  opinion,  and 
what  vrai  of  more  importance  in  his 
affairs,  to  keep  up  the  confidence  of 
his  adherents.  In  a  retired  spot,  on 
the  bank  of  the  Tapty,  where  tbe 
supiueness,  or  the  mistaken  policy  of 
his  adversary  had  suffered  the  defeated 
chieftain  to  rest,  Holkar,  and  his  ac-. 
tive  coadjutor,  Meer  Khan,  did  not  de- 
spond and  sink  beneath  their  condition, 
but  immediately  studied  and  pursued 
the  tneans,  in  recruiting  their  wasted 
m  mbers,  for  the  retrieval  of  their  lost 
fortunes.  In  the  course  of  an  inconsi- 
derable interval  a  third  host  was  raised 
by  these  persevering  adventoreis,  ex- 
ceeding both  the  former  in  numbers, 
and  apparently  in  discipline  and  equip- 
ment, with  which  Holkar  again  re- 
olved  on  prosecuting  his  first  and  fa- 
vourite scheme,  the  destruction  of  his 
lival.  Ibnghi  by  preceding  reverses, 
or    recovering    his    prudence    as  his 
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passions  subsided,  ffo/ibr  waited,  instead 
of  forcing,  as  in  the  last  instance,  ao 
opportunity  for  effecting  his  purpose  5 
and  this  at  length  arose,  and  produced 
the  opposition  to  Scindea^s  declared  de- 
sign on  the  govemoient  of  the  Peishwa. 
This  brought  the  opposed  Mahratta 
chieftains  a  third  time  in  face  of  one 
another,  in  the  vincinitjr  of  Poonab^ 
and  ended  in  a  well-contested  action, 
in  which  Holkar,  in  his  turn,  had  a 
most  decided  triumph  over  his  adver- 
sary. The  event  ot  this  contest  deter- 
mined the  flight  of  the  Peishwa,  from 
his  capital  to  the  Cokun,  his  temporary 
residence  at,  and  finally  the  treaty  of 
Bassfin,  with  its  consequences,  the 
subsequent  Mahratta  wars,  in  which 
the  British  Indian  government  took  so 
distinguished  a  part.  But  the  splendid 
military  achievements,  which  succes- 
sively marked  these  wars^  and  their 
events,  must  be  fresh  in  the  remem- 
brance of  the  reader. 

The  opportunities  offered  to  Meer 
Khan,  for  the  display  of  his  military 
talent,  during  the  latter  operations, 
were  seized  and  improved,  and  the 
success  of  his  difierent  enterprises, 
won  from  his  master  repeated  acknow- 
ledgments, and  secured  to  him  several 
solid  marks  of  approbation,  in  the 
grant  of  successive  Jaghires,  first  of 
the  province  of  Seronge,  on  the  eastern 
side  of  Malwd,.  not  distant  from  the 
southern  border  of  Bundlecund,  and 
next  of  the  fort  and  territory  •f  Tonk 
Rampoora,  near  Coiah ;  with  all  the 
honours,  and  privileges  that  attach 
themselves  to  the  favourites  of  arbitrary 
sovereignity. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  war  in 
1806,  which  placed  the  government  of 
Holkar  on  a  more  permanent  footing, 
that  chieftain  seems  to  have  abandon^ 
the  pursuit  of  military  glotV;  and  to 
have  fallen  into  personal  indulgences, 
to  which  he  was  always  prone,  that 
h^ve  debilitated  and  impaired  his  in* 
telit;cts,  if  they  may  not  be  said  to  have 
wholly  and  utterly  obscured  them.  As 
the  powers  of  the  prince  have  declined, 
the  authority  of  his  general  has 
increased,  and  of  late  years  has  con- 
trouble  the  public  acts  of  the  Durbar. 


In  this  state  of  things,  it  may  be 
supposed  that  a  designing  and  enter- 
prising mind,  aided  by  great  personal 
influence,  might  sway  a  weak  prince 
to  any  purpose,  though  at  the  hazard 
of  his  interests.  If  Meer  Khan  has  af- 
fected not  to  absume  the  sovereignty 
itself,  the  circumstance  may,  perhaps, 
be  ascribed  not  so  much  to  moderation 
in  himself,  as  to  the  want  of  means 
to  support  a  government,  which  had 
for  some  time  degeneiated  under  the 
feeble  management  of  its  head,  and  at 
the  moment  stood  in  need  of  resour- 
ces for  its  immediate  support.  The 
dilapidated  and  distracted  state  of  af- 
fairs at  the  time,  now  meditated,  in- 
duced a  policy  suited  to  il  ^  which  •* 
might  have  a  tendency  in  its  success, 
equally  to  supply  the  necessities  of 
the  stat6>  as  to  administer  to  the 
particular  plans  of  the  Khan.  To- 
wards the  end  of  the  year  I8O9,  the 
weak  infatuated  prince  was  encourag- 
ed by  Meer  Klian  and  stimulated  by 
the  ladies  of  the  Mahal,  the  ready 
instruments  of  intrigue  in  an  Eastern 
state,  to  prosecute  an  ancient  grudge, 
which  has  been  described,  against  Uie 
rajah  of  Nagpore ;  who  had  grown 
up  in  the  noean  time  into  consequence, 
and  had  amassed  great  wealth.  The 
latter  circumstance  was  lure  enough  in 
itself,  in  the  desperate  state  of  the  finan- 
ces at  Indore,  witlK)ut  the  additional 
motive  of  revenge,  to  open  the  ear  of 
Holkar  to  the  interested  advice  of  his 
favourite,  A  detachment  of  infantry, 
with  suitable  artillery,  is  immediately 
directed,  to  give  effect  to  the  Khan's 
counsel.  The  extent  of  the  armament 
is,  in  the  first  instance,  confined,  not 
only  that  it  may  not  excite  the  atten- 
tion, in  its  progress,  of  the  neighbour- 
ing powers,  but  that,  by  the  quick  pre- 
paration and  movement  of  the  force,  it 
may  effect  the  views  of  its  leader,  with- 
out advertising  the  rajah  of  its  approach. 
In  the  month  of  September  the  Khan 
moved  from  Indore,  with  a  respectable 
body  of  infantry  and  guns,  towards 
the  kingdom  of  Nagpore ;  stretigth- 
ening  himself  as  he  proceeded,  with  a 
large  body  of  Pindarries,  or  irregular 
horse,  that  have  taken  and  maintained 
possession  for  many  years,  of  an  ei- 
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tensive  woody  tract,  ih  the  vicinity  of 
Bopal.  Above  12,000  of  the  latter 
description  of  troops,  living  on  plun- 
der, and  fed  by  the  hope  of  it,  attached 
themselves  to  the  Mahratta  camp. 

The  evident  intention  of  the  Khan 
was  to  extort  a  sum  of  money  from 
the  rajah,  by  the  sudden  impression, 
which  was  likely  to  be  made  by  the 
appearance  of  the  Mahratta  troops 
in  the  vicinity  of  Na^pore.  ^  But  he 
did  not  neglect  to  contemplate  some  de- 
mur to  the  demand,  which  he  was 
authorised,  as  he  pretended,  to  make, 
when  he  should  approach  the  rajah's 
territories.  As  ulterior  proceedings 
might  be  necessary,  a  second  detach- 
ment under  Mahommed  Shah  Khan, 
was  ordered  to  follow  in  his  rear, 
much  more  powerful  in  cavalry  and 
artillery,  and  more  numerous  even  in 
infantry,  than  the  force  immediately 
particularised. 

There  was  no  apparent  reason  for 
this  armament,  but  the  poverty  of 
the  treasury  at  Indore,  and  the  pri- 
vate policy  of  the  Khan  ;  and  no 
pretence  for  the  designed  exaction  but 
tlie  stale  and  common  demand  of  a 
choute,  said  to  be  owing  for  years, 
from  the  territories  of  the  rajah, 
to  tbe  northern  lords,  and  which 
wal  magnified,  to  suit  tbe  exigency,  to 
maoy  lacks  of  rupees.  It  would  there- 
fore seem  to  have  required,  of  which 
the  Khan  was  sensible,  something  of 
an  imposing  aspect  to  enforce  compli- 
ance with  so  preposteroi^s  a  pretension. 

As  the  Khan  moved  forward  to 
Nagpore,  be  affected  to  pay  at- 
tention to  the  smaller  states  about 
him,  who  were  supposed  to  be  gathered 
under  the  British  protection.,  and  when 
be  was  about  to  enter  the  rajah's  fron- 
tier, he  made  a  shew  of  explanation 
in  letters  addressed  to  the  British  go- 
vernment, of  the  purpose,  for  which 
he  was  about  to  penetrate  the  country 
of  its  ally,  under  the  commands,  as 
he  chose  to  represent,  of  his  master, 
and  for  the  adjustment  of  a  long  sub- 
sisting claim.  But  the  purpose  was 
meant  to  be  executed,  before  the  Bri- 
tish government  should  be  apprised 
of  its  merits. 

By  the  end  of  tbe  month  of  Sep- 


tember,  the  Khan  had  arrived  at  the 
frontier  of  Nagpore,  an. I  as  he  had 
desired,  and  foreseen,  the  immediate 
impression  of  his  force,  and  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  much  larger  body 
which  was  known  to  be  marching  tn 
his  rear,  whose  numbers  were  in  con- 
sequence increased  by  the  tenour  of 
reiterated  rumours,  had  an  instant 
effect  on  the  rajah's  commander,  Stcd^ 
dick  All  Khan,  who  had  collected 
what  force,  he  could  suddenly  draw 
together,  on  tbe  reported  approach 
of  the  Mahrattas  ,  with  the  intention 
of  resisting  their  progress.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  the  actual  formidable  ap* 
pearance  of  the  military  in  his  front, 
and  such  the  apprehension  of  the  un- 
known force  in  reserve,  that  the  com- 
mandant at  Nagpore  scarcely  allowed 
the  Khan  to  tell  the  object  of  his  mis- 
sion, and  state  the  extent  of  his  de- 
mand, before  it  was  acceded  to  in  all 
its  terms,  and  formal  assurances  given 
for  an  unqualified  cotnpliance  with  it. 
Meer  Khan  undertook  to  wait,  for  tbe 
ratification  of  these  assurances  on  the 
borders  of  the  kingdom  of  Nagpore:  but 
the  rajah,  when  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  pusillanimous,  or,  possibly 
the  temporising  conduct  of  his  com- 
mandant, positively  refused  to  afford 
it  his  sanction ;  gave  orders  for  the 
augmentation  of  his  force  on  the  fron- 
tier provinces  of  his  kingdom,  aiid 
consulted  the  necessary  military  mea- 
sures for  the  defence  of  his  territories. 
He  could  not  fail,  at  such  a  crisis, 
to  represent  th^  unprovoked  and  un- 
reasonable nature  of  the  attack  to  tbe 
British  resident  at  bis  court,  and  tO 
demand  the  protective  arm  of  his  pow- 
erful ally  in  repelling  so  outrageoiis  an 
aggression.  The  supreme  government, 
from  obvious  policy,  as  well  as  justice^ 
might  be  supposed  to  be  inclined  to 
the  representation  of  the  British 
resident  in  favour  of  the  rajah ;  as 
the  result  of  hostile  operations  be-, 
tween  these  powers  might  create  con- 
fusion in  the  bordering  states ;  might  ' 
unduly  increase  the  power  of  an  am- 
bitious prince,  and  introduce  eveii- 
tually,  in  the  .  person  of  Meer  Khan,, 
a  troublesome  neighbour  in  a  territory 
adjoining  tbe  British  possenioos. 
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Whether  all  or  aqy  of  these  eongi- 
deratiions,  or  ibe  frivolous  and  unjust 
pretence;  of  the  Durbar  ol'  Indore. 
which  might  be  renewed  and  extended 
to  any  length,  and  on  any  and  every 
pccasion^  determined  the  coun'.jls  of 
the  British  government,  it  may  not  be 
material  to  enquire  j  for  whatever  the 
policy  that  dictated,  the  acts  counsel- 
led were  prompt  and  decisive.  The 
supreme  government  appears,  from 
the  instant  of  the  application  of  the 
rajah,  to  have  taken  the  readiest  means 
of  iiiterposing  the  British  assistance 
against  the  violent  encroachments  of 
the  Mahratta  stale.  Orders  were  giv- 
en for  assembling  at  the  same  time 
a  sufficient  army  in  the  Deccan,  and  in 
Bundlecund,  to  act  in  co-operation 
wiih  each  other,  in  covering  and  pro- 
tecting the  capita!  and  dominions  of 
the  rajah. 

So  soon  as  Meer  Khan  was  apprised 
of  the  refusal  of  the  rajah  to  counie- 
oance  the  unauthoris^  act  of  his 
agent,  and  of  the  application  prefer- 
red to  the  British  government,  he 
was  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  in- 
stant operations  and  he  accordingly 
entered,  and  ravaged  the  borders  of  the 
rajah's  territories,  and  threatened  the 
invasion  of  the  interior  by  the  pow- 
erful forces  in  his  rear. 

But  the  troops  of  the  rajah  had  been 
increased  in  the  interval,  and  being 
DOW  more  prepared,  ^od  encouraged 
by  the  promise  of  protection,  man- 
fully resisted  the  inroads  jof  the  inva- 
ders, and  so  far  from  success  attending 
the  Khan  in  the  expected  impression 
on  the  rajah's  territories,  be  was  actually 
worsted  in  several  engagements  ;  still, 
however,  he  shewed  not  any  intention 
of  abandoning  his  anticipated  prey, 
but  hung  upon  the  frontier,  in  the 
hope  of  harassing  and  vexing  the  in- 
babitants,  a  common  practice  with 
the  Mahrattas,  into  compromise  or 
compliance.  Before  be  could  produce 
this  disposition,  oo  the  present  occa- 
sion, the  British  armies  were  in  mo- 
tion, from  their  several  points,  towards 
the  position  of  the  Mahratta  chieftain. 

Col,  Close,  to  whom  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  different  armaments  was 
coDfid<^^i)aitted  Jaulnaj,  with  a  force^ 


of  various  description,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  about  10,009  men, 
some  time  in  the  month  of  December, 
with  an  intention,  at  first,  to  march 
upon  Nagpore  -,  but  this  design  was 
departed  Iron)  on  the  receipt  of  intel- 
ligence, Jhai  the  Khan  had  not  moved, 
as  expected,  towards  the  capital,  but,  op 
the  contrary,  had  evinced  a  disposition 
to  retreat  from  the  Rajah's  territories. 
In  consequence  of  this  information  the 
Colonel  took  a  more  westerly  course, 
towards  Husseinatad  $  expectmg  that 
the  Khan  might  return  to  the  western 
side  of  India,  whence  he  had  proceeded 
in  his  march  forwards.  When  the 
Khan,  however,  heard  of  this  move- 
ment, he  took  ah  opposite  route,  and 
marched,  in  a  more  easterly  direction, 
to  Seronge'f  whither  the  colonel  also 
ad  Winced,  without  loss  of  time  ;  and 
imagining  th.u  the  Khan  might  take 
post  at  the  latter  place,  he  hastened 
across  the  Nerbuddah,  with  great 
rapidity,  with  the  view  of  offering  him 
battle,  or  of  inducing  his  further 
retreat  into  the  interior  of  Holkar*s 
territories,  and  consequently  the  utter 
abandonment  of  the  design  on  the 
Nagpore  state. 

While  colonel  Close  was  advancii^ 
in  the  rapid  manner  explained,  colonel 
Marlindell  proceeded  with  a  second 
army,  of  great  strength,  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Bundlecund,  the  borders  of 
which  he  passed  towards  the  end  of 
January,  and  entered  the  Mahratta 
territories.  From  the  change  in  the 
direction  of  the  retreat  of  Meer  Khan> 
which  was  influenced  as  has  been 
shewn,  by  the  movement  of  colonel 
Close,  the  commandant  of  the  Ben- 
gal detachment  supposed,  that  the 
Mahratta  adventurer  might  intend  to 
pursue  a  course  towards  the  western 
boundaries  of  Bundlecund,  and  add 
strength  to  an  insurrection,  which 
had  for  some  time  raged  in  the  adja- 
cent territory.  He  therefore  did  not 
venture  to  quit  the  border  of  Bundle- 
cund, until  he  should  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain more  perfectly  the  Khan's  inten- 
tions. These  were  mad^  known  to 
him,  shortly  afterwards,  by  a  com- 
munication from  colonel  Close,  which 
advised  him^  that  the  Khan  had  taken 
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up  a  seem'ngly  permanent  position  at  army  to  its  former  cantonments  with- 

Seronge,  and  requiring  him  to  move  out   the  slightest  loss,  except  from  the 

forward  to  the  southern  border  of  ifae  usual  casualties  of  a  fatiguing  march  in 

province,  to  watch  the  Khan*s  rear.  the  month  of  April. 

While  Col.   Martinddl    moved  in  The  British  commandnnt,  in  desisting 

the  direction  described,  colonel  Close  from  his  pursuit,  at  this  instant,  and 

advanced  to  Seronge ;  when  the  Mah-  upder  these  circumstances,  might  pro- 

ratta  commandant,  so  soon  as  he  was  bably  have  been  determined  by    the 

informed  of  his  approach,  and  of  the  aspect    of  Siffairs   at    Indore ;    which 

judicious  contemporaneous  movements  began   to    wear  such  an  appearance 

on  his  side  and  rear,  suddenly  quitted  of  difficulty  and  embarrasunent,  as  to 

Seronge,  retreated  across  ihe  Jumna,  claim,  in   all  probability,  the  closest 

and  appeared  from  nil  his  demonstra-  attention  of  the  Khan,  ^ho  had  no 

tions,   to  have  *  completely  abandoned  secondary  interest    in  thtir    arrange* 

his  project.    At  this  place,  the  colonel  ments  for  many  months  to  come.  This 

appears  to  have  dropped  the  intention  had  been    occasioned  by  the    prime 

of  further  sen'ous  pursuit,  though  he  minister  having  usurped,  during  the 

ordered  colonel  Martindell  to  take  up  a  imbecility  of  Holkar,  and  the  absence 

position  a  march  or  two  in  advance,  of  Meer  Khan,  the  actual  power  of  the 

After  waiting  at  5erowgtf  for  a  few  days,  state,  which   the   Begum  was  endea- 

for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  his  troops,  vouring  by  stratagem  to  rescue  from 

and  informing  himself  of  the  Khan's  his  hands,  to  commit  it,  in  favour  of 

determination,  colonel   Close  began  to  her  son,  to  the  keeping  of  Meer  Khan, 

make  preparations  for  his  return  to  an  apparently  dangerous  guardian  for 

the  Deccan ;  and  after  leaving  colonel  an  infant  prince.^   The  extrication  of 

Martindell  in  charge,  reconducted  his  the  Khan  from  the  unsuccessful  project 

*  Tb«  following  anecdotes,  ^bich  are  told  of  this  Mahrnlta  chieOain,  would  not  seem 
to  jnstify  the  prudeut  rare  of  a  mothrr  in  the  choice  of  a  protector  tor  her  child. 

^  Maun  Sing,  the  present  Rsgali  of  Jodcpoor,  had  been  forsowe  time  past  enipiffed  in 
a  conflict  with  his  tributarifs,  and  principal  chicfiaiiHf  who,  in  combinatiou  with  theB^jaii 
of  Jeypoor,  snpport  the  claims  of  an  infant  son  of  the  late  Rajah  Baecn  Sing,  but  born 
after  the  death  of  that  Prince.  Findin;;  himself  deprived  of  his  domiuions,  and  diiven 
for  refuge  to  a  fortress  near  Jodepoor,  Mann  Sing  called  in  the  assistaii'.te  of  Meer  Khan, 
wtiowas  at  that  period  in  tlie  service  of  Holkar.  The  reinforcement  however  pi  oved  \ 
uisufficient  to  enable  him  to  cope  with  so  powerful  a  combination,  and  he  saw  himsv  If 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  either  surrendering,  or  removing  some  of  his  most  p«>wcrful 
opponents'  by  stratagi^m  ;  tins  he  proposed  to  Meer  -Khan,  who  instantly  consented  to 
become  the  instmment  of  treachery  under  certain  conditions  of  remuneration.  In 
execntum  of  his  dark  designs,  Meer  Khan,  under  pi-etence  of  being  dig<;nftted  with  Afaun 
Sing's  conduct,  left  Jodepoor,  with  every  appearance  of  rage  and  discontent,  and  ottered 
bis  services  to  Suwaee  Sing,  as  anxious  to  avenge  his  own  wrongs  by  associating  with  tliat 
party.  The  Rajpore  chiei&,  however,  doubting  his  sincerity,  required  him  to  give  proof 
of  St  by  destroy  mg  some  of  the  neighbouring  villages  belonging  to  Jodepoor ;  to  which  he 
cooiiented  without  hesitation,  secretly  conveying  the  iutclligence  to  Maun  Sing.  ThiJs 
test  bemg  still  deemed  iuiufficient,  Meer  Khan,  in  tlie  most  solemn  manner  at  the  tomb 
of  acelebratcd  Saint,  invoked  the  name  of  God,  the  Koran,  and  the  Saint  to  witness  his 
sincerity.  Suwaee  Sifig  now  no  longor  doubting,  they  exchanged  Turbans,  tlie  most 
sacred  and  anequivocal  pledge  of  friendship,  aud  Meer  Khan  invited  him  with  the  other 
clrieftahM  to  partake  of  an  entertainment  inhiscanrp.  Although  strongly  urtedhyhis 
confederates  to  beware  of  treachery,  Suwaee  Sing  accepted  the  invitation,  derlHringlt  to 
be  his  l)elief  that  after  iinch  solemn  vows,  Meer  Khan  could  not  po>>ihiy  prove  false. 
The  other  chieftains  of  the  party  finding  their  efiorts  to  detain  tneir  leadir  wi  re  all 
fruitless,  retorocd  to  their  respective  camp«,  while  Suwaee  Sing  proceeded  with  Meer. 
Khan,  accompanjed  by  500  guards  and  attendants,  and  Juggiit  Sins,  a  neai  relRMOD.  uuo 
was  resolved  to  share  the  same  fate  which  he  aho  had  foreseen,  but  had  en(!«  un  sued  in 
vain  to  avert.  The  previous  arrangements  for  this  dreadful  tragedy  dii|!'iy-<J  in  the 
strongest  colours  tlie  monster  wKo  directed  tiiem.  A  tout  of  uncor  ui";'  >i"  cn'tcj  a 
dalbMdnl  was  thoroughly  .soaked  with  water  to  render  if  heavier  ;  me -:  v  •  r  ^\.'V  -r.  li  at 
etch  of  the  ropes,  who  upon  a  preconcerted  signal  weie  to  cut  ti*(  «,  m  I  v.  \^,i-i\  cf 
armed  Soldiers  aiound  were  instrncted  to  finish  tiie  scene.  On  arnviiM:  «ji  .he  t  r.r.^.r.p' 
Bicnt,Sawaee  Sing'to  gaardi  dispersed  themselves,  and  he,  with  his  reiaUou, .  li^gi.i  mu^, 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


40 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  ISlO-ll. 


expUtned^  throngh  the  forbearance  of 
his  adversary,  enabled  bim  to  proceed  ' 
to  Holkar's  camp,  and  to  favour  the  in- 
trigue, for  it  cannot  be  called  policy,  of 
tbe too creduJoU'j  Begum* 

As  tbe  interesting  marcb  of  colonel 
Close,  through  the  difierertt  Mahratta 
states,  is  minutely  traced  in  a  subse- 
quent department  of  the  register.f  we 
ithall  be  excusad  in  adding  but  little  to 
tbe  foregoing  hasty  description  of  it, 
and  more  especially  as  it  appears  not  to 
have  been  marked  by  any  striking 
events  to  diversify  and  enliven  the  way. 
It  concluded,  as  has  been  noticed,  after 
several  months  duration,  at  Sejonge  ; 
whence  it  bad  not  been  held  necessary 
to  pursue  the  further  retrograde  foot- 
steps of  the  Khan  ;  the  policy  of  the 
British  government  having  been  ap* 
parently  fulfilled,  on  the  dereliction  of 
the  object  that  had  provoked  its  inter- 
ference. . 

The  circumstances  of  the  march,  as 
well  as  the  dispositions  made  in  it, 
teemed  everywhere  as  creditable  to  the 
British  commandant,  as  the  result— the 
compulsion  of  the  adverse  commander 
to  quit  position  after  position,  to 
change  his  plans  and  his  purposes,  and 
finally  to  relinquish  his  enterprise 
without  a  single  effort  to  sustain  it,  or 
a  solitary  instance  of  resistance. 

Tbe  views  of  the  British  government 
appear  from  the  first  to  the  last  to  have 
been  governed  by  a  defensive  and  pro- 
tective policy,  and  they  seem  tt>  have 
been  eminently  promoted  by  the 
peculiar  genius,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  commander  to  whom  they  were 
recommended.  Colonel  Close  had  i;ot 
to  prosecute  a  campaign^n  a  declared- 
ly hostile  temper ;  nor  to  seek  tiiose 


advantages  that  attend  and  signriiie 
the  ordinary  course  of  war  ;  but  bad  t« 
menace  and  prevent  the  execution  of  a 
desperate  design,  that  might  have 
ended,  without  precaution,  ^in  the 
humiliation  of  an  useful  ally,  and  io 
the  interruption  of  the  general  peace  of 
India. 

This  he  accomplished,  with  the 
priKience  of  a  statesman,  as  well  as  the 
true  science  and  courage  of  a  general ; 
always  having  before  his  eyes  the  end  of 
his  campaign,  and  always  making  the 
fit  demonstrations,  as  might  alternately 
be  necessary,  to  attain  it,  by  wisdom  or 
by  valour. 

This  singular  sort  ct  military  ope- 
rations is  little  calculated  to  add  to  the 
reputation  of  the  soldier,  or  the  splen- 
dour of  his  government,  but  it  is  a 
field  of  useful  and  necessary  employ- 
ment, in  which  a  British  officer,  from 
local  peculiarities,  must  often  engage, 
without  hoping  to  bear  away  from  it 
any  other  trophy,  than  a  branch  of 
barren  laurel. 

The  military  transactions,  that  re- 
quire our  next  attention,  were  dictated 
in  a  distinct  policy  from  tbe  latter, 
and  were  attended  with  dissimilar  re- 
sults. These  operations  were  occa- 
sioned by  the  incursion  of  Gopanl 
Sing,  a  Poligar  prince,  into  a  petty 
state  in  Bundlecund,  with  the  design 
of  recovering  a  district,  from  which  ho 
had  been  removed  by  the  power  of 
the  British  government,  that  had  re- 
cently been  exerted  in  favour  of  ano- 
ther chief  (BuckhelbuUce)  who  is  sta-: 
ted  to  be  the  rightful  proprietor,  and 
who  was  then  on  a  pilgrin^age  to  Be- 
nares. 

The  deposed  Poligar,  whatever  his 


and  a  coDsidcrable  number  of  his  ofl^.rers,  entered  tlte  tent  After  9itting  a  short  time 
in  friendly  conversation,  Mcer  Khan  on  ^omc  sli|!;ht  pretence  left  the  tent,  uque^ted  hi« 
guests  10  excuse  hi»  temporary  absence  j  two  of  his  relations  ulsc,  who  were  seated  ou  each 
side  of  JngKiit  Sing,  attempted  to  li^e  and  follow,  but  wen'  detained  by  that  chief,  who 
insisted,  in  a  jocular  manner,  on  tlieir  remaining.*  Meer  KJian  seein:;  the  impos8;bil)ty 
of  saving  his  relatioas,  ^ve  th**  fatal  signal,  and  tlie  immenst*  tvjat  was  suddenly  dropped 
upon  the  assembly.  The  gnards,  stutioiiecl  without,  immediately  commenced  the  mas- 
sacre by  filing  a  volley  npon  the  tent,  and  then  with  the  sword  butchered  all  those  who 
endeavoured  to  escape.  Juggut  5ing  on  the  first  alarm  of  the  tent  falling^  di.vpatclied 
with  two  blows  of  his  da^er  the  relations  of  Meer  Khau  on  each  side  of  hiui,  then 
drew  his  sword  and  cat  bis  way  through  tbe  tent,  and  did  not  fall  until  he  had  kitted 
many  of  ids  blood-thirsty  as>as8in8. ' 

*  For  a  particnlar  account  of  this  transaction,  see  page  106,  Madras  Occurrences. 
'  t  bee  page  416,  vt  infitU 
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pielensioDs,  bad  engaged,  it  seems,  in 
tbft  support  of  tbem,  many  streouous 
and  hardy  foHowers,  with  whom  he 
bsd  not  ooly  made  a  descent  on  the 
adherents  of  the  rival  chief  in  posses- 
sion, bat  had  completely  routed  their 
collecli?c  forces.  This  act  of  contu- 
macy, which  occurred  at  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  year  IS  10,  naturally  pro- 
?oked  the  re-exertion  of  the  British 
power,  in  protection  of  the  favoured 
poligar,  and  induced  colonel  Martin' 
ifU,  under  instructions  from  Calcutta, 
to  detach  a  part  of  his  force,  then  as- 
seflit>)iQg  for  the  purpose  already  men- 
tioned, in  the  southern  extremity  of 
Bondlccund,  for  the  repulsion  of  the 
aggression  of  Gopaul  Sing,  and  for  the 
chastisement  of  the  supposed  insult. 
The  aim  therefore  of  the  operations, 
under  these  circumstances,  contrndis- 
tingoished  from  those  we  have  lately 
noticed,  was  to  suppress  the  revolt  by 
active  and  energetic  means,  and  to 
lose  not  any  opportunity,  that  might 
present  itself,  for  bringing  the  refrac- 
t*rjr  poligar  to  engagement,  without 
allowing  him  leisure  to  strengthen  and 
recruit  his  forces  between  the  inter- 
vals of  the  Successive  attacks  With 
this  design,  major  Kelly  was  detached 
by  cobn^  NIartinddl  from  Chatter- 
pocr,  early  in  the  month  of  January, 
with  a  force  adequate,  as  it  was  sup- 
posed, to  the  immediate  suppression 
of  the  insurrection.  But  before  he 
cottld  reach  the  spot,  where  Gopaul 
Sing  was  uoderstood  to  be  posted,  that 
cbieftaio  had  removed  with  his  booty 
tip  the  hills,  that  run  in  a  longitudinal 
line,  with  a  western  inclination,  along 
the  whole  extent  from  north  to  south 
of  fiondlecund. 

The  major  lost  not  any  time  in  fol- 
kviog  him  up  the  first  pass  of  the 
raouQtains,  which  he  ascended  with 
■librity  and  perseverance,  but  did  not 
f^b  the  summit  before  the  Poligar, 
^^  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
,  fi^TeDt  ranges  of  the  hills  and  their 
ippToaches,  had  safely  placed  himself 
ia  the  passage  of  the  second  Ghaut. 
AiiDi^or  Kelly's  orders  were  limited, 
•ad  his  return  to  colonel  Mariindell's 
Mip  prescribed^  he  was  here  obliged  to 


leave  the  par8uit>  to  join  tlie  main  bodf 
of  the  tLTmy. 

A  small  party,  under  captain  Wilson 
was  left  to  observe  the  movements  of 
the  Poligar,  at  the  foot  of  the  pass,  and 
to  prevent  if  possible,  his  descent  into 
the  open  country. 

Gopaul  Sin^,  on  hearing  of  the  re- 
tirement of  the  larger  force,  prepared 
to  move  down  to  the  plain,  leaving  the 
larger  part  of  his  force  above  the 
hill,  but  with  a  sufficient  body  to  dis- 
countenance an  attack  from  the  British 
party  j  which  fell  back,  as  he  ap- 
proached, on  Kokhereitee.  Being  rein- 
forced at  the  latter  place,  captain  ffil^ 
son  again  moved  forward^  to  prevent  the 
Poligar  from  plundering  the  circum-  . 
jacent  country,  and  cau>e  up  with  hint 
on  the  1 8th  of  February,  in  a  very 
strong  position,  at  a  village  called  Pee- 
reerea,  between  the  Ghauts  j  and 
which  he  attempted  to  carry  by  as- 
sault, but  was  repulsed  with  consi- 
derable loss,  leaving  Gopaul  Sing  in 
possession  of  the  6eld,  and  a  number 
of  prisoners  :  to  whose  comfort  and 
care  the  Poligar  chieftain  personallf 
attended,  and  sent  them  afterwards, 
a  rare  instance  of  generosity,  with  a 
safe  escort  to  the  British  quarten. 
Having  overrun  the  district,  and 
availed  himself  of  the  resources  of 
which  he  stood  in  need,  the  Poligar 
again  ascended  the  Ghaut,  just  at  the 
ti:i)e  that  major  Delamain,  with  a 
squadron  of  cavalry,  had  joined  cap-' 
tain  iPllson,  and  taken  upon  himself 
the  command  of  the  detachment. 
The  major,  with  his  increased  force, 
watched  the  different  approaches  to 
the  hills,  but  the  Poligar  contrived 
to  elude  his  vigilance,  by  moving 
further  along  the  ridge  of  the  rooun* 
tainsi  and  rushing  suddenly  down  on 
the  cantonments  of  Terrowah,  on  the 
7th  of  March,  destroyed  these  and  the 
other  public  buildings,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, l)y  fire  ;  major  Morgan  with  6vg 
companies  of  the  7th  native,  having  in- 
effectually attempted  to  interpose  by- 
a  rppid  movement  from  Adjheegur. 
From  the  surprise,  and  partial  destruc- 
tion of  the  cantonments  of  Terrowaht 
the  Poligar  directed  his  course  to  Dow* 
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callee  and  Rypoor,  between  which 
villages  he  encamped,  supplying  him- 
self with  provisions  and  other  requi- 
sites in  their  neighbourhood  ;  having 
chosen,  as  a  place  of  encampment,  a  po- 
sition, with  a  deep  Nullah  in  his  front, 
and  a  range  of  high  bills  in  his  rear. 

1*0  this  place  he  was  followed  by 
ms)OT  Morgan  with  additional  troops, 
and  artillery  on  the  14th  of  the  same 
month  ;  but,  as  the  major  drew  near, 
Gopaul  Sing  detached  his  infantry  un- 
der cover  of  the  jungle  in  his  rear, 
and  discovered  an  apparent  intention 
of  waiting  the  assault  of  the  British 
party  with  his  cavalry  ^  alone,  but  as 
the  former  attempted  to  pass  the  Nul- 
lah in  front,  covered  by  their  guns, 
the  poligar  drew  off  his  forces  up  the 
side  of  the  mountain,  and  moving  on- 
wards to  join  his  infantry,  dispatched 
some  time  before,  he  descended  short- 
ly afterwards  into  the  plain,  exactly 
at  the  spot,  which  major  Morgan  had 
last  quitted,  and  set  fire  to  every  house 
in  the  cantonments,  that  had  escaped 
the  former  conflagration,  and  plun- 
dered the  opulent  and  flourisbhsg  town 
of  Terrowah.  He  then  fled  to  his 
fortresses  on  the  hills,  before  major 
Morgan  could  regain  his  former  sta* 
tion. 

The  news  of  these  several  devasta- 
tionsr  reached  colonel  MartindelTs  camp 
on  the  Mahratta  frontier,  who  im- 
mediately dispatched  colonel  Browne, 
with  the  1st  regiment  native  cavalry, 
to  the  reinforcement  of  the  several 
detachments  in  this  quarter :  and  who 
on  the  19th  of  the  last  mentioned 
month,  surprised  the  Poligar,  by  a 
march  of  44  miles  the  same  day,  at 
Buchownj  not  far  distant  from  Adj- 
heegur,  and  put  his  force,  which 
amounted  at  this  place  to  Ave  or  six 
hundred  followers,  to  route,  with  the 
loss,  as  described,  of  250  men.  Go' 
paul  Sing,  himself,  wit n  his  usual  for- 
tune, or  address,  reached  with  his  fol- 
lowers the  nearest  pass,  (Jena)  made 
good  his  retreat,  and  then  rallied  his 
men. 

The  sudden  defeat  of  Gopaul  Sing, 
induced  him  to  retire,  with  so  many 
of  his  scattered  followers  as  could 
be  collected  on  the  instant,  to  the  for- 


tress of  Jhurgorh,  where  be  hoped 
to  maintain  himself  nntil  he  coold  re- 
cruit his  forces,  and  increase  his  par- 
tisans. He  was  not  permitted,  how- 
ever, to  rest  long,  but  was  por- 
sued  by  a  fresh  detachment,  ander 
the  immediate  command  ofcaptaio/iPi/- 
son.  As  the  account  of  this  enterprise  is 
omitted  in  the  ordinary  occurrences  of 
the  year,  it  will  be  permitted  to  os 
to  speak  of  it  more  particularly  in  ibis 
place,  as  it  would  seem  to  have  a  title 
to  the  reader's  attention,  not  only  from 
the  brilliancy  of  the  events  attendant 
on  it,  but  as  elucidatory  of  the  gene- 
ral nature  of  the  warfare,  in  which 
the  British  troops  were  at  this  instant 
engaged. 

The  force  of  captain  Wilson  consist- 
ed of  a  squadron  from  the  3d  native 
cavalry,  and  a  galloper ;  two  six-pound- 
ers, under  lieutenant  Timbrell,  of  ar- 
tUlery ;  captain  Gibbs  with  the  1st 
battalion  of  the  l6th  native  infantry  -, 
three  companies  of  the  7th  under  cap- 
tain Dare  j  and  one  company  of  pio- 
neers. 

So  little  was  known,  respecting 
the  situation,  strength,  or  particulars 
of  the  fort,  to  be  attacked,  or  of  the 
route,  by  which  it  was  to  be  approach- 
ed, that  no  plan  of  operations  could 
be  laid  down.  Aware,  however,  o£ 
the  importaiK:e  of  secrecy  of  design, 
and  celerity  of  moVement,  captain 
Wilson  used  all  practicable  expedition, 
to  reach  the  scene  of  action,  so  as  to 
take  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible 
by  surprize.  Accordingly,  at  three 
o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of 
April,  the  detachment  moved  from 
its  groiuid,  without  the  beat  of  drum, 
or  the  least  noise ;  and  soon  afler 
day  light,  gained  the  bottom  of  the 
Putna  Pass,  in  the  second  range  of 
hills,  unseen  and  unheard.  The  next 
part  of  their  route,  was  up  a  steep  as- 
cent of  a  mountain,  covered  with  un- 
derwood and  loose  rocks ;  there  stock- 
ades stretched  across  the  line  of  their  ^ 
approach,  and  the  hill  that  they  had  to  ' 
climb,  was  commanded  by  higher  emi- 
nences, from  which  the  troops  were 
liable  to  be  galled  by  mnsquetry  or 
cannon.  The  enemy,  relying  on  the 
natural  difficulties   of  the  approach. 
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or  dnapprized  of  danger,  from  the  ce* 
lericy  of  the  movement,  had  neglect- 
ed 1  be  defence  of  the  stockades. 

A  party  of  ^OO  Sepoys,  with  the 
compatiy  of  pioneers,  being  pushed 
forward,  made  good  their  way  3  and 
after  roach  fatigue,  gained  the  sum- 
mit of  the  steep,  destroying  in  their 
ascent,  the  three  stockades,  without 
meeting  the  slightest  opposition. 

The  squadron  "of  cavalry  then  fol- 
lowed, and  the  whole  of  the  detach- 
ment took  post  at  the  head  of  the 
Ghaut,  where  a  detachment  of  the  I  Oih 
was  stationed,  in  order  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  guns,  stores,  &c.  while 
the  advance  pushed  on  to  Jewrah,  «Jis- 
tant  about  three  miles.  Here  a  number 
of  the  enemy's  match-lock  men  were 
discovered.  They  were  taken  com- 
pletely by  surprize  j  the  first  intima- 
tion they  bad  of  the  Ghaut  being  ap- 
proached, was  the  appearance  of  the 
Sepoys  three  miles  beyond  it.  Thus 
surprized  they  were  panic- struck,  and 
precipitately  fled  to  the  jungle  5  but 
as  the  night  set  in,  ihey  began  to  col- 
lect and  opened  a  desultory,  ill  direct- 
ed fire,  upon  the  rear  guard  and  flank- 
ers, who,  from  the  steepness  of  the 
ascent,  and  other  diflicuUies,  did  not 
reach  camp,  till  four  or  ii\e  o'clock 
on  the  following  morning.  The  ene- 
my continued  their  tire  during  the 
night,  but  without  eflect.   > 

Day  break,  on  the  4th  of  April,  had 
been  fixed  for  the  commencement  of 
the  march  from  Jewrah,  but  the  troops, 
particularly  those  of  the  rear  guard, 
and  the  whble  of  the  cattle,  suffered  so 
much  from  fatigue  and  want  of  food, 
that  it  was  found  impossible  to  move 
before  mid-day.  The  detachment 
then  advanced,  and,  at  sun-set,  reached 
the  banks  of  a  Nullah,  where  they  en* 
camped.  On  the  following  morning, 
they  marched  before  sun  rise  tor  Jhu- 
gurb,  distant  about  nine  miles.  On  ad- 
vancing about  three  miles,  they  came 
in  view  of  a  large  village,  from  which 
a  smart  tire  was  opened  on  the  detach- 
ment, ft  became  nece»jsary  to  dis- 
lodge the  enemy  from  this  post,  a  ser- 
vice that  was  quickly  performed  by  a 
company  of  Sepojs.    The  village  was 


then  set  on  fire,  and  burned  to  the 
groun  t. 

From  this  place  for  about  three  milcf 
the  flankers  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  which,  though  harassing, 
occasioned  no  loss.  When  the  de- 
tachment had  advanced  between  three 
and  tour  miles,  from  the  scite  of  the 
burned  village,  information  was  ob* 
tained,  that  Jhugurh  lay  abom  two 
miles  in  advance.  Upon  this  captain 
Gibbswith  the  ist  battalion  of  the  J6th 
and  the  two  six  pounders  were  halted, 
while  captain  Wilson,  with  the  squa- 
dron of  cavalry,  the  galloper,  three 
companies  of  the  seventh,  and  the 
pioneers,  pushed  forward,  to  ascertain 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  po- 
sition of  the  fort;  for  no  guides  could 
be  found,  who  either  knew  its  exact 
situation,  or  the  path  that  led  to  it. 

In  about  half  an  hour,  captain  Wil- 
son reached  a  valley,  with  a  swampy 
bottotn,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
high  hills,  thickly  covered  with  bam* 
boos  and  underwood.  Here  the  ene- 
my's defences  were  seen  t  —A  redoubt 
of  about  four  feel  and  a  half  high, 
formed  of  trees  piled  on  each  other, 
several  earth  mounds,  and  other  works, 
indicated  that  the  principal  strong  hold 
was  close  at  hand  3  though  no  enemy 
was  seen.  While  hastily  reconnoiter- 
ing  ihese  works,  one  of  the  hill  men 
was  brought  in.  From  him  it  was 
ascertained,  that  Gopaul  Sing  was 
himself  in  the  fort  wiih  some  horse, 
and  about  two  hundred  men— he 
pointed  out  a  path,  that  led  to  the  fort, 
and  described  its  situation.  Upon 
this  information,  captain  Wilson,  at 
the  head  of  two  companies  of  sepoys, 
the  pioneers  and  twelve  troopers, 
dashed  forward,  leaving  the  squadron, 
the  remaining  company  of  the  seventh, 
and  galloper,  in  the  valley.  The  path 
led  up  a  steep  ascent,  much  obstructed 
by  jungle:  after  pursuing  its  course, 
about  heven  hundred  yards,  the  skir- 
mishers in  advance,  discerned  a  lofty 
bauiboo  stockade,  from  which  several 
match-lock  men  were  apparently  in 
haste  to  run  off.  Captain  Wilson 
pressed  forward  as  quickly  as  possible, 
and  passuig  through  three    of   these 
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bamboo  stockades,  reached  a  gatij  in 
the  ramparts,  which  he  entered,  as  the 
late  garrison  was  hurrying  down  the 
iteep  descent,  on  the  edge  of  which 
the  fort  was  placed. 

The  position  of  Jhugnrh  was  well 
chosen.  The  height  and  steepness  of 
the  rocks,  and  the  closeness  of  the 
jangle,  render  it  inaccessible  on  three 
sides  ;  the  fourth  side,  by  which  cap- 
tain Wilson  entered,  was  the  only 
point  from  which  it  could  be  approach* 
ed;  and  that  was  found  so  difficult,  that 
a  handful  of  men  might  have  success* 
fully  defended  it  against  an  army. 

In  his  haste  to  evacuate  the  fort,  the 
enemy  left  behind  him  two  tumbrils, 
several  gun  carriages,  various  stores, 
&t,  all  of  which  were  burned  by  the 
captors.  The  bamboo  stockades,  and 
the  redoubts,  were  also  set  on  fire  and 
consumed*  The  greater  part  of  the 
5th,  and  the  whole  of  the  6th  of  April, 
were  employed  by  the  pioneers,  assist- 
ed by  8CX)  or  ICXX)  camp  followers,  in 
levelling  the  works.  This  service  be- 
ing accomplished,  the  detachment 
quitted  the  ruins  of  Jhugurh,  and 
marched  back  to  Rockerettee. 

NotMrithstanding  this  disaster,  the 
proceedings  of  Gopaul  Sing  at  this  time 
and  hereafter,  appear  to  have  given  full 
employment  to  three  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, under  as  many  different  com- 
manders, one  regiment  of  native  ca- 
valry, two  separate  squadrons  of  horse 
of  distinct  corps,  and  a  complement  of 
artillery  ;  aided  by  a  considerable  allied 
native  force :  and  all  of  these,  with 
a  zeal,  activity,  and  perseverance,  highly 
creditable  to  the  several  commanders, . 
and  usually  conducive  ^o  success,  have 
directed  their  several  and  conjoint  ope- 
rations against  this  adventurous  chief- 
tain, and  have  at  various  seasons  re- 
duced his  affairs  to  so  low  an  ebb,  that 
bis  utter  destruction  has  not  only  been 
anticipated,  but  at  different  times 
announced  I  when,  with  energy  and 
resources,  apparently  imconquerable 
ind  untKHinded,  he  starts  up  again  into 
activity  and  power,  asceading  and  de- 


scending, but  in  an  inverse  course,  m% 
his  fortunes  rise  or  fall,  and  alternately 
pursuing  or  pursued.  In  this  way  has 
he  maintained  his  precarions  and 
circumscribed  affairs  against  the  united 
force  opposed  to  him,  for  more  than 
a  year. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  pursue  his 
movements,  and  the  exploits  which 
they  induced,  one  by  one,  in  monotonous 
description,*  but  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
My,  that  after  an  incessant  and  never- 
sleeping  pursuit  of  the  different  British 
commandants,  which  has  been  justly 
appreciated  and  approved  by  the  gover- 
nor-general of  India,  the  Poligar  re- 
mained unsubdued  at  the  end  of  the 
period,  to  which  this  historical  sketch 
extends;  avoiding,  in  a  steady  adhe- 
rence to  the  policy,  so  necessary  to  his 
safety  and  existence,  a  general  action 
with  his  pursuers,  or  a  departure  from 
the  hills,  the  naturally  designed  theatre 
for  the  developement  and  display  of  his 
peculiar  talent. 

Without  a  more  precise  information 
of  the  cause  of  these  hostile  proceed- 
ings, than  is  at  present  possessed  by  as, 
it  would  be  presumptuous  to  offer  aoy 
opinion,  how  far  it  might  be  prudent  to 
relax  in  the  prosecution  of  it ;  but  it  is 
impossible  to  behold  the  genius  and 
constancy  of  the  adventurer  before  us, 
tinctured  as  it  is  with  a  degree  of  hu- 
manity and  magnanimity  seldom  felt  or 
exercised  by  a  kindred  chieftain,  with- 
out wishing  that  some  fortunate  cir- 
cun[istance  may  present  itself  which 
may  afford  the  means  to  him  of  con- 
ciliation with  the  British  government^ 
or  of  averting  the  last  efforts  of  its 
vengeance. 

The  peace  of  the  presidency  of  Bom- 
,  bay  was  not  interrupted,  in  the  period 
under  notice,  by  any  of  those  events 
that  too  frequently  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  Asiatic  states ;  except  the 
insurectionary  practices  of  a  furious 
Mahommedan  Fanatic  nt  Mandvie,  in 
the  province  of  Surat,  may  be 
reckoned  of  that  description.  But 
these     disorderly,  proceedings     were 


*  For  an  acconnt  of  the  p&rticolar  opontianH  of  the  Bn:ish  trooos,  and  of  tlie  move^ 
y^  nents  of  tboir  jndicioas  and  intrepid  commanders,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Bengal 
^      Occurrences,  at  pages  9,  10.  61.  to  64,  and  from  78  to  l<". 
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queHed  so  soon,  almost,  as  they  were 
koowo  to  Mr.  Crow,  the  chief  of  the 
prov'iDce« 

It  appears^  that  the  fanatic,  who  had 
rabed  a  temporary  commotion,  and 
bad  committed  several  depredatory 
acts  in  the  territories  of  the  Rajah  of 
Maodvie,  was  a  religious  5  a  Faquir, 
of  the  name  of  Ubdnl  Rheooan,  styl- 
ing himself  Menn  Sahib  ;  nnd  pretend- 
ing that  his  mission  was  foretold  in  sa* 
aedwrit,  and  his  purpose  peaceable 
and  holy— but  which,  be  pursued,  as 
these  prophets  of  peace  sometimes  do,' 
by  the  means  of  a  violent  and  onpro- 
Toked  attack  on  the  subjects  of  the 
Rajah,  putting  them  and  the  Rajah 
himself  to  flight,  and  his  vizier  and 
many  followers  to  death.  While  .ho 
was  practising  these  outrages,  he  pro- 
claimed to  the  deluded  numbers,  who 
flocked  for  a  while  about  his  person, 
"  that  he  was  a  Faqnir,  sent  down  from 
the  fourth  sky,  with  four  bodies ; 
combining  Adam,  (on  whom  be  peace !) 
Essak,  the  son  of  Alcrium,  Jesus, 
the  son  of  iVIcry,  and  Akmud,  (on 
whom  be  peace  !)  and  they  have  all 
four  come  upon  one  place  ;  they  have 
no  guns  nor  musquets  with  them,  but 
a  stick  and  a  handkerchief^are  with  me— 
be  yourself  prepared.*' 

The  Pscudo  prophet  not  only  circu- 
lated this  his  wild  and  extraordinary 
manifesto  among  the  credulous  and 
change-loving  Mahomedans,  at  that 
time  assembled  for  the  celebration  of 
the  Ede,  but  ha<l  the  temerity  to  for- 
wan}  it  to  the  British  chief,  calliog  on 
him  to  embrace  the  Mahummedan  re^ 
ligion,  and  challenging  him  to  fight, 
or  otherwise  to  quit  Surat.  This, 
and  other  similar  mad  antics,  were 
played  off  for  several  days,  from  the 
lOlh  to  the  18th  of  January,  1810, 
during  which  interval,  the  Faquir  took 
np  his  abode  under  his  alleged  sacred 
banoer,  the  stick  and  the  handkerchief^ 
in  the  penetrajia  of  a  mosque  at 
Boodhan,  about  ten  coss  on  the  oppo- 
sUe  side  of  the  river,  from  Surat ;  whi- 
ther he  had  enticed  a  number  of  Ara- 
bia devots,  and  had  drawn  to  him 
many  mus^ulmans,  either  from  incon- 
stancy or  a  worse  motive,  from  the 
lau-meniioned  city,  and  other  border- 
ing towns  5  where  great  consternation 


for    some  time  prevailed  among  the 
Hindoo  inhabitants,  fi'om  the  wanton 
acts  of   the  Mahomedans,  and  from 
the  threatened  fulfilment  of  the  Fa- 
quir's prophecy.  But  the  consternation 
at  length  was  allayed  by  measures,  t!lat 
usually  prove  efficacious  in  silencing 
the  pretensions  of  impostors  and  their 
infatuated  followers.     Mr.  Crow,  per- 
ceiving that  the  partisans   of   Ubdul 
Bheman,  were  increasing  daily,  and 
that  his  effrontery  increased  with  hit 
numbers,  determined,  about  the  last- 
mentioned  date,  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
the  military  power  of  the  province,  to 
stay  the  progress  of  the  revolt,  and 
to  chastise  the  insolence  or  infatuation 
of  the  pretended  prophet.      A  small 
force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  were  or- 
dered on  this  service, attended  by  some 
civil  officers  of  the  Rajah  of  Mandvie, 
among  whom  was  the  Vakeel  of  the 
Rajah.     The  latter  having  accompa* 
nied  the  military  to  'the  river  near 
Boodhan,  was  the  first  to  ford  it,  with  ~ 
the  intent  of  addressing  the  Faquir,  and 
persuading  him  to  surrender  himself 
to  a  force,  which  he  had  not  the  means 
of  resisting  ;  and  where  an  ineffectual 
resistance  might  plunge  himself  and 
followers  in  irretrievable  ruin.    While 
engaged  in  this  friendly  office,    the 
Vakeel  and  his  attendants  were  beset 
and  butchered  by  the  fanatic  and  fran- 
tic adherents  of  the  Faquir.     This 
brought  on  a  furious  engagement  be- 
tween the  troops  and  the  rabble,  as- 
sembled under  the  colours  of  the  im* 
postor,  which  continued  for  some  time, 
and  was  encouraged  by  all  the  arts  je- 
sorted  to  in  such  enterprizes,  by  reli- 
gious hymns  and  incantations,  which 
were  sung  with  deafening  din,  stifhulat- 
ed  by  a  raving  bigot,  and  maddened  by 
intoxicating  drugs ;  but  the  resistance, 
after  raging  for  a  while,  and  producing 
a  partial  but  temporary  mischief,  gave 
way,  in  the  regular  course  of  things, 
to  the  steady  courage,  and  disciplined 
efforts  of  the  organized  troops ;  who 
put  an  end  to  the  mad  enterprise,  by 
the  dispersion  of  the  populace,  and 
the  death  of  their    deluded    leader. 
More  than  two  hundred  were  left  dead 
on  the  field,  but  of  thtse  only  three 
belonged  to  the  British  party. 

Captain    Cunningham,   who    haj 
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charge  of  the  troops,  followed  ihe  in- 
surgeots,  that  bad  escaped,  to  Mandme, 
where  they  served  as  a  rekiforceinent 
to  a  party  of  Arabs,  who  had  origi- 
ginally  possessed  themselves  of  that 
town,  immediate  care  wa«  taken  to 
surround  the  place,  until  a  sufficient 
force  should  arrive  for  the  assault  of  the 
works  ;  but  which  were  surrendered 
on  the  22d,  and  peace  again  restored 
in  the  fiajah*s  capital.  The  end  of 
this  commotion  might  not,  perhaps, 
have  been  so  tragical,  if  more  timely 
means  had  been  adopted  for  its  sup- 
pression. The  sword,  the  last  resort 
of  regular  warfare,  should  often,  we 
will  not  say  always,  be  the  first  in  in- 
surrectionary tumults.  Prompt,  though 
tevece  measures,  are  more  merciful 
often  in  their  issue,  than  temporizing, 
irresolute  proceedings,  which  afford  a 
sort  of  parley,  in  a  case  that  seems  to 
demand  an  instantaneous  decision. 

Though  no  integral  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory or  dependencies  of  Bombay,  was 
threatened  by  civil  discord,  or  warlike 
attack,  yet  the  military  force  of  this 
presidency  was  employed  in  effecting 
ifin  object  very  materially  connected 
with  its  iaternal  interests. 

But  the  military  operations  on  this 
aide  of  India,  must  be  viewed,  not  as 
directed  or  governed  by  any  new 
events,  but  as  a  continuation,  or  rather 
conclusion  of  an  enterprise,  that  had 
been  began,  and  had  been  in  a  state  of 
prosecution,  within  the  preceding  year. 

In  the  last  volume  of  the  Register, 
the  reader  was  presented  with  an  ac- 
oount  of  the  proceedings  of  a  conside- 
r^ible  military  and  naval  armament, 
fitted  out  at  Bombay  against  the  Jow^ 
assimee  pirates  in  the  Persian  gulph ; 
which,  under  the  several  commands  of 
lieutenant^colonels  Walker  and  Smith, 
and  of  captain  JVainwright,  of  the 
Chiffonne,  had  gained  several  advan- 
tages over  these  daring  oaaraudert.* 
The  expedition  was  pursued,  in  all  its 
operations,  to  the  capture  of  Rhiis  ul 
Khyma,  and  was  left  in  the  pursuit  of 
the  remaining  objects  of  the  equip- 
ment.   It  is  now  our  purpose  to  fbl« 


low  it,  through  the  other  stages  of  its 
progress,  to  the  reduction  of  tJt^  despe- 
rate predatory  hordes,  stretched  aloog 
the  gulph,  and  to  the  restoration,  so 
far  as  it  may  be  practicable,  of  the 
towns  and  possessions  on  the  Arabiaa 
coast,  lately  arrested  from  the  hands  of 
our  ally  the  Imaum  of  Muscat. 

Immediately  on  the  fall  of  Rus  ul 
Kh^ma,  the  expedition   proceeded  to 
Linga,  where  it  succeeded,  without 
any  opposition,   in  destroying  several 
of  the  dows  and  boats,  and  thence 
sailed  to  the  port  oflAift,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  isle  of  Khisma,  where  it 
arrived  towards  the  end  of  November, 
and  where,  it  was  expected,  it  wocild 
effect  its  purposes,  as  in  the  latter  in* 
stance,  by  peaceable  means.    This  ex- 
pectation seemed  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  receipt  of  a  message  from  the  chid' 
Moola    Hussein,  which  was  sent  on 
board  his  majesty's  ship  ChifFonne,  at 
the  moment  of  her  anchoring  off  the 
town  :  this  was  accompanied  by  a  pro- 
posal for  the  surrender  of  all  the  ves- 
sels attached  to  the  port  at  an  appoint- 
ed hour.  But  when  the  time  approach- 
ed for  the  surrender,  it  seem^,  that 
the  piratical  chief   had    changed  his 
mind,  and  had  ranged  and  disp^ed  bis 
dows  and  boats  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
indicate  ah  intention  to  defend  them 
with  all  his  force.  Arrangements  were 
therefore  immediately  made  to  obtain, 
by  compulsory  means,  what  was  first 
promised,  but   uhimately  denied    to 
amicable  solicitation.     On  the  morn- 
ing succeeding  the  message,  a  party  of 
300  men  were  landed  from  the  ship- 
ping, with  suitable  artillery,  who  took 
possession  of  the  town,  and  destroyed 
the  whole  of  the  piratical  flotilla,  eleven 
in  number,  and  proceeded  to  the  as* 
sault  of  the  fort,  which  was  defended 
for  some  time  with  determined  bra- 
very.    But  the  smartness  of  the  fire 
of  the  Fairy  brig,  and  the  gun  boats, 
which    approached,     notwittistanding 
the  shallows,  near  to  the  walls  of  the 
fortress,  powerfiiJly  seconding  the  ef- 
forts of  the  artillery  on  shore,  the  fort 
was  delivered  up,  after  an  obstinate xe- 


•  Vide  pftge  13 ;  ct  infra,  vol.  xi. 
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•istance  by  Moola  Hussain,  together 
with  the  plundered  properly  from  the 
Iinaom.  Oq  the  following  day>  these 
were  given  into  the  hands  of  their 
rightful  owner,  through  his  depoty, 
Sktik  Lervish,  the  head  of  a  trit>e 
of  Arabs. 

The  troops  employed  consisted  prin- 
cipjily  of  his  majesty's  47th  and  65th 
regiments,  and  the  royal  marines,  aid- 
ed by  a  number  of  seamen  from  the 
Chiffonne.  The  advantage  was  not 
obtained  without  a  very  considerable 
Joss — the  killed  amounting  to  ten^  and 
the  wounded  to  fifty- six.  Among  the 
former  was  lieutenant  Weld,  of  his 
majesty's  47th  regiment,  and  the  latter, 
lieutenant  S.  R.  fVarren,  of  his  ma- 
jesty's 65th  ;  Mr.  Hay,  midshipman 
of  the  MorningtoDy  and  Mr.  Grey,  of 
the  Teroate.  The  loss  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  was  between  seventy  and 
eighty  men. 

The  chief,  from  the  gallantry,  per- 
haps, of  his  conduct,  was  permitted 
to  retire  in  safety. 

The  next  operation  of  this  gallant 
and  persevering  little. squadron,  was 
more  important  in  its  preparation,  its 
object,  and  its  consequences,  though 
it  were  impossible  to  be  more  fortu- 
nate in  its  immediate  issue,  than  the 
preceding  service.  1  his  was  directed, 
DOC  by  the  British  force  alone,  but  in 
copjunction  with  a  large  body  of  the 
Jmaum's  troops,  against  the  strong  aiid 
well- known  fort  of  Scheenaass.  The 
irpssistible  ardour  of  the  British  troops 
had  kindled,  at  length,  soroething  like 
a  similar  fire  in  the  cooler  bosom  of 
our  ally  ;  who  now  no  longer  question- 
ing or  doubting,  fron?  the  evidence  of 
many  successive  victories,  that  valour 
and  discipline  may  supply  the  place  of 
noiperical  strength,  cheerfully  lent  the 
assistance  of  4Q00  men,  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  this,  the  apparently 
oltimaie  object  of  the  armament. 
.The  allied  forces,  naval  as  well  as 
military,  being  duly  equipped  at 
Muscat,  departed  on  the  expedition 
towards  the  end  of  the  month  of  De- 
cember, and  by  the  commencement  of 
the  enautog  month,  had  arrived  off 
Scheenaas,  and  summoned  the  lort  to 
surrender^     It  was  toolrtrong  and  for- 


midable a  position,  and  defended  by 
too  numerous  a  garrison,  to  warrant 
any  other  conclusion,  but  that  it  would 
be  maintained  to  the  last  extremity  : 
the  refusal  of  the  summons  by  the  gar- 
rison was  therefore  a  matter  of  no 
surprise. 

On  the  first  approach  of  the  squa- 
dron, it  was  perceived,  that  the  situa- 
tion of  the  (ort  was  not  favourable  to 
an  attack  by  sea ;. several  shots  having 
been  ineffectually  aimed  at  the  out- 
works of  the  fortress,  which  either 
felL short  of  their  mark,  or  with  lan- 
guid impression  on  the  walls.  It  was 
thereupon  resolved,  that  the  whole  of 
the  military  force  attached  to  the  expe- 
dition, should  be  landed  on  the  beach 
to  the  south  of  the  town,  which  being 
disembarked  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d  of  January,  took  up  a  strong  posi- 
tion behind  a  -  narrow  creek,  running 
parallel  to  one  of  the  sides  of  the 
ibrt.  Several  pieces  of  artillery  were 
sent  across  the  creek,  in  front  of  the 
position,  by  lieutenant-colonel  Smith, 
with  the  intent  of  advancing  against 
the  southern  side  of  the  fort,  without 
any.  regular  approaches;  but  the  alerts 
ness  of  the  enen^y  in  that  quarter 
discountenanced  an  irregular  attack, 
and  led  to  the  recall  of  the  officers 
and  party  in  charge  of  the  artillery. 

Colonel  i^TTii/Anow  entrenched  him- 
self in  bis  first  position*  and  placed  a 
train  of  field  pieces,  opposite  to  the 
sea-face  of  the  fort.  The  battery 
opened  a  very  heavy  fire  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  al  day-break,  and  be- 
fore ten  o'clock  the  same  morning, 
such  was  the  operative  effect  of  the 
British  artillery,  a  practicable  breach 
was  made  in  the  curtain,  with  the  de- 
struction of  one  of  the  towers  of  the 
fort.  The  guns  were  levelled  against 
the  remaining  towers, ^nd,  though  in- 
cessantly plied,  did  not  force  the  enemy 
from  these  strong  and  well-defended 
holds,  which  he  seemed  determined 
on  maintaining  to  the  last  extremity, 
and  giving  a  specin>en  of  the  resistance 
to  be  expected  by  his  present  vigorous 
exertions. 

By'  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  storming  party,  consisting  of  a 
large  proportion  of  British   infant r), 
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and    foar    hundred  of   the  Imanm*s 
troops,  moved  forward,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  the  fort  by  the  breach  j 
in  which  service  the  allied  force,  either 
from  some  error  in  the  conception  of 
the  orders  given   to   it,  or  by  an  un- 
governable ardour  in  the  cause,  endea- 
voured  to  outstrip  their  competitors, 
the    British,  in  arriving  first   at   the 
mouth  cf  the  breach  5    but  the  latter 
perceiving  their  dcjiign,  and  resolving 
not  to  be  outdone  in  valour  or  in  zeal^ 
rushed  forward  at  the  same  moment, 
and  actually  raced  for  the  possession  oif 
the  post  of   honour,  and  pressed  so 
closely  on  the  heels  of  the  allies,  as 
to  threaten  in  the  contest,  the  order  of 
the  assault.     The  conlusion,  however, 
was  but  momentary  ;  when  the  seve- 
ral descriptions  of  troops  directed  their 
united  efforts  against  the  enemy,  who, 
deserting  generally,  the  works  of  the 
fortress,  which  lay  every  where    in 
ruins,  had  retired  to  the  yet  standing, 
but  tottering  towers ;  where  he  had 
brought  himself  to  the  desperate  reso- 
lution of  making  his  ultimate  stand. 
With   the  exception  of  these  towers, 
two  in  number,  the  British  and  Imau- 
mees  were  in    complete    possession 
of  the  fort,  and    were  now  using  all 
their  efforts,   to   the  single  object  of 
their    reduction.       Several    attempts 
were  made,  but  in  vain,  to  scale  them ; 
every  access  being  strongly  barrica- 
doed,  and  defended  with  spears,  and 
every  sort  of  adverse  missile.      Many 
times  the  party  within  was  ineffectu- 
ally,  though  warmly  and  vehemently 
requested  to  accept  of  terms.      But 
the  enemy  still  held  out,  and  seemed 
determined    to  bury  himself   within 
his  walls ;  which  now  fell  fast  about 
him,     under  the  heavy  fire  of  two 
twelve-pounders,  and  several  smaller 
pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  brought 
to  bear  upon   the  towers.     The  hand 
grenades  and  fire  balls,  which   were 
thrown  at  intervals  on  the  besieged, 
were  returned   with   deliberate,   reso- 
lution, before  liiey  could  explod^   on 
the  heads  of   the   besiegers,   with  a 
diverted    and    opposite  effect.     Tiie 
towers,    at  this  time,  seemed  to  be 
every  where  giving  way,  when    the 
fire  of  ,th9  anlllery   was  ordered  to 


cease,  to  give  the  obstinate,  but  coura* 
geous  enemy  a  last  opportunity  of  sav- 
ing himself  for  a  more  availing  pur- 
pose, if  he  should  at  length  be  induced 
to  profit  by  the  repeated  kindness  of  an 
honourable    adversary.       When    one 
man,  owning  at  length  that  confidence 
in  the  English  chaiacter,  which   it  is 
calculated,  by  its  fixed  and  undeviatiug 
tenor,  to  inspire,  accepted  the  clemency 
of  his  victor,  and,  after  some  entreaty, 
prevailed  in  exciting  a  siaiilar  senti- 
ment in  his  reluctantly- believing  and 
mistaken  fellow-soldiers.    The  p;:rsoa- 
sion  of  these  deluded  men  to  receive  ^ 
the    preferred    mercy,  was  rendered  ' 
more  diffictilt  from  the  circumstance 
of  the  animosity  that  subsisted  betweeo 
them  and  the  Imaumees,  which  would 
hardly  allow  the  first  to  believe  it  was 
possible  that  clemency  could  connect 
itself  with  any  action>  in  which  the 
latter  should  bear  a  part.     They  would 
not  appear  to  have  miscalculated  the 
temper  to  be  expected  from  one  of  the 
allies,  in  the  hour  o^  their  success.  If 
trust  had  been  repased  in  their  separate 
esigagemeat,  since  it  was  scarcely  prac- 
cable  to  restrain  them,  notwithstanding 
the  conditions,  offered  and  accepted, 
from  the  massacre  of  the  subdned  and 
protected  enemy.     The  unceasing  ex- 
ertions   of    colonel   Smith,  and   the 
gallant  officers  immediately  under  his 
command,  were  happily  availing,  but 
not  without  severe  trial,  to  fulfil   the 
literal  terms  of  the  surrender,  and  to 
give  a  signal  proof,  equally  instruciivCj 
it  may  be   hoped,  in  its  tendency,  as 
profitable  in  the  application,  towards 
the  victors  and  the  vanquisheu,   how 
success  is  to  l>e  improved  by  grace, 
and  how'courage  is  enhanced  by  mercy. 

The  loss  of  the  English  and  ihe 
allies,  in  this  desperate  attack,  did  not 
exceed  one  killed  and  eleven  wounded. 
Among  the  latter,  ^ere  lieuteoante 
W.  C.  Harvey  and  H.  Taylor,  of  bm 
majesty's  65th  regiment.  The  lois  of 
the  enemy  amounted  to  400. 

After  the  success  just  noticed,  the 
expedition  proceeded  against  the  oth«r 
ports  in  the  gulph,  where  the  pirates 
themselves  spared  the  British  troops 
the  trouble  of  contest,  by  setting  fire 
to    the  numerous  craft  within  their 
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harboort,  being  satisfied  of  the  use^ 
kssness  of  resistance  against  a  power 
so  formidable,  and  so  universally  suc- 
cessful. 

Before  the  breaking  np  of  the  ^- 
tachment,  the  commandant  of  the  ex- 
pedifion,lieatenant-colond  Smith,  ex- 
pressed bis  public  thanks  (o  the  troops 
who  hs^d  ser\'ed  under  him  with  so 
much  advantage  to  their  country,  and 
SQcli  honour  to  themselves,  in  .which 
he  panegyrises,  as  happily  as  justly, 
tbeir  late  display  of  humanity,  in 
equally  glowing  and  gratifying  terms 
vitb  their  general  discipline  and  valpr. 
The  several  governments  of  Bengal 
and  Bombay  afterwards  re-echo,  in 
general  ordeis,*  these  the  particular 
and  well-earned  praises  of  the  im- 
iBediate  commandant,  and  lament  the 
loss,  which  his  majesty's  arms  had  ex- 
pericQced,  during  this  arduous  and  dif- 
ficult enterprise,  in  the  individual  ser- 
vices of  captain  Dansey,  of  his  ma- 
jesty's esth,  and  lieutenant  Weld,  of 
ibe47tb  regiments. 

These  are  the  only  transactions,  par- 
taking of  a  military  character,  that 
range  themselves  within  the  compass 
of  our  immediate  enquiry,  as  affecting 
tbe  Peninsula  :  but  these  are  neither 
of  importance  enough  in  themselves, 
Dor  of  interest  in  relahon  to  others, 
M  at  to  demand  any  particular  obser- 
'^atioD.  They  leave,  at  their  conclu- 
•ion,  the  same  t)Oundaries  to,  and  the 
tame  ties  and  obligations  on  our 
Indian  empire,  as  existed  at  the  com- 
nwDccment  of  them. 
The  political  events,  in  the  like  period, 
though  not  numerous,  nor  immediately 
itriking,  may  yet  be  productive  in 
tl«ir  tendency  of  important  conse- 
qoeoccs.  Jt  is  in  the  nature  of  these 
contradistinguished  from  military  ope- 
rations, to  work  silently  and  imper- 
ceptibly to  their  ends.  Little,  indeed, 
iscvarjcnown  of  Indian,  or,  perhaps, 
of  any  other  diplomacy,  but  what  is 
tHscoverable  in  its  effects. 

Tbe  most  remarkaSle  transactions 
that  preseut  themselves  under  this 
^,  are  the  different  embassies  that 
appear  to  have  been  appointed  and 


concluded  within  the  space  of  a  few 
successive  months. 

Without  any  clue  to  guide  us  to 
the  special  political  reasons  that 
governed  the  appointments  in  ques- 
tion, we  have  to  notice  three  seve- 
ral and  distinct  missions  to  Persia, 
and  the  determinaiion  of  two  of  them, 
without  any  great  public  consequence, 
or  any  observable  result,  except  as  it  pri- 
vately relates  to  the  respectable  Indi- 
viduals who  were  severally  at  the 
head  of  them. 

The  first  of  these  was  conducted  by 
Sir  Harford  Johes,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  crown,  which  had  in  con- 
templation the  establishment  of  a 
closer  and  more  regular  intercourse 
than  had  previously  subsisted  between 
the  Courts  of  St.  James's  and  Ispa- 
han, and  which  seems  to  have  been 
promoted  generally,  with  a  view  of 
completing  the  destruction  of  the 
French  iaHuence,  which  was  supposed 
to  have  had  an  ascendancy  for  some 
time  in  the  politics  of  the  latter  court  j 
the  road  to  which  bad  been  cleared  by 
a  prior  embassy  from  India.  So  much 
had  been  eflected  towards  the  end 
of  Sir  Harford  Jones's  mission  by 
the  latter  embassy,  or  in  producing  a 
disposition  in  the  Persian  court,  favor- 
able to  tbe  entertaihmeut  or  reception 
of  it,  that  an  accredited  minister 
had  been  sent  from  Persia,  with  cor- 
responding views  and  powers,  and  who 
was  actually  prosecuting  them,  with 
suitable  energy  in  London,  while  the 
British  minister  was  urging  the  sam^ 
objects  at  Ispaltdn.  With  these 
mutual  inclinations  and  designs,  ic 
could  not,  it  should  seem,  require 
either  time  or  address,  to  bring  the 
different  cominissions  to  a  happy  ter- 
mination. During  a  few  months  resi- 
dence at  the  Persian  court,  Sir  //. 
Jones  achieved,  as  we  perceive  by  a 
public  testimony  of  the  gentlemen 
aitached  to  his  mission,  all  the  mea- 
sures submitted  to  his  charge,  hav- 
ing executed  them,  as  we  are  told  on 
the  same  authority,  with  signal  euc« 
cess.f 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his 
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Majesty^  was  joiwi  bjr\n  envoy  of 
the  bon.  East  In9  Company,  in  the 
person  of  brigadier-general  Malcolm, 
who  bad  before  filled .  several  diplo* 
.jfnaitc  offices,  and  among  others,  the 
same  distioguisbed  situation,  with 
which  he  was*fow  honored  a  second 
tiuie.  He  was  therefore  the  fittest 
personage  that  could  have  been  named 
tor  concluding  the  arrangements,  the 
foundations  of  which  he  bad  most 
happily  laid. 

If  the  splendour  of  reprcseolation, 
or  of  appointment,  be  ilot  so  striking 
in  the  instance  of  this  officer,  as  of 
his     immediate  ^jpUeague ;    bis    ac- 
knowledged |>ersonal  claims  and  talents 
may  more  than  counterpoise  the  want 
of  distinction  aqd  honor  in  the  source 
from  which  his  authorities  originate. 
Ak  to  the  individual,  who  is  employed 
in    the  promotion  of  the  service  or 
glory  of   his  couutr/^'^e  cannot  be 
supposed'  to  be  in  any  material  degree 
alilcted  in  the  prosecution  of  his  em- 
ployment, by  any  sense  or  sentiment 
of  inferiority   in    rank,   so    that    his 
powers  be  not  thereby  diminished  or 
embarrassed    in  the  execution  of  it. 
But  it  may  admit  of  some  question, 
as  a  matter  of  policy,  whether   the 
circumstance  may  not    induce    some 
impediments  in  the  parties,  with  whom 
he  has  to  negotiate  :  it  nxfs,  be  also 
worth  consideration,  bow  far  it  may  be 
prudent  to  jeroploy  differ^  descrip- 
tions of  political  agents,  for  conducting 
the  public  relations  of  the  same  coun- 
try,— when  such  agents  appear  to  be 
acting  in  the  strange  character  of  repre- 
senting distinct  and  seemingly  discor- 
dant interests,  or  sucb  as  cannot  well 
be  reconciled  to  the.  ordinary  notions 
of  governments,  which  admit  not,  in 
their  constitution,  of  similar  establish- 
n;en(s  and  practices.     In  the  direct 
communion  hiiherio  of  Briti!»h  India 
with  the  contiguous    foreign    states, 
the  medium  of  communiauion    has 
h^ew  generally  the  East  India  Company, 
a  cour!>e  that  has  been  productive  of 
more  unity  of  action,  than  is  in  future 
to  be  expected   from  a  mixed  agency. 
Besides* the  jealonsies  that  may  possi- 
bly nri^  hereafter  between  the  national 
and  ilis  company *i  repre$entati\e9,  ih 


moving  and  securing  their  individtial 
objects,  if  not  their  separate  interests  ; 
we  may  chance  to  see  in  the  further 
prosecution  of  this  complex  course  of 
diplomacy,  the  want  of  respect  in  tbc 
Asiatic  codgfrfor  the  local  power  of 
the  coropd9»'  that  may  be  trans- 
ferred, or  affect*^  to  be  transferred, 
as  convenience  'may  serve,  to  the  dis- 
tant and  controuling  state,  which  may 
be  approached  and  wearied  in  evenr 
intervcnienc  difficulty,  not  only  as  mm.' 
mediatrix,  but  as  a  sort  of  appelUfe 
power,  over  the  nominally  local  sove- 
reigns. The  confusion,  that  sucl^ 
system  is  calculated  to  create,  requingjf ' 
only  to  be  mentioned.— But  to  returtt 
to  general  Malcolm. 

This  gentleman  left  Bombay,  in  his 
progress  to  the  Persian  capita),  ear]/ 
in  the  month  of  January^  1810,  and 
arrived  without  any  memorable  cir- 
cumstance, at  the  place  of  his  mission. 
But  two  gentlemen  of  his  suite,  capt. 
.  Grant,  and  cornet  Fotheringham^  who 
pursued  a  di&rent  route,  experienced 
a  melaucholy^venton  the  way,  which 
if  it  had  not  been  capable  of  a  clear 
and  satisfactory  explanatiod,  might 
have  greatly  impeded  the  end  of  tbe 
embassy. 

These  gentlejnen  quitted  the  gene* 
ral,  it  seems^at  Bagdad,  in  tbe  month 
oi  March,  with  the  intent  of  travel- 
ling to  the  Persian  capital,  by  tbe  root« 
of  the  Beni  Sain  country,  and  over 
the  chain  of  mountains,  forming  ifs 
natural  barrier.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  a  guide,  who  undertook  to 
direct  them  on  their  way,  and  who 
conducted  them  with  seeming  fidelity^ 
for  two  or  three  days  journey,  ontn 
tliey  came  to  the  village  of  Mam* 
da/ike,  where  he  is  said  to  have  be* 
trayed  them  to  Kulb  AH  Khan^  a 
freebooter,  belonging  to  a  Pc^^ 
tribe,  that  had  for  years  infested  the 
Turkish  frontier.  This  unfec^p  ma- 
rauder, under  the  shew  of  Vilify, 
came  up  to  the  travellefs  at  the  vil- 
lage just  caitled,  and  invited  the 
unfortunate  officers  to  his  camp,  whi- 
ther they  unsiispeciingly  accompanied 
him,  but  which  they  had  scarcely 
entered,  when  the  Khan*s  followers 
treacherously  levelled  a  sliot  at  capt« 
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Grant,  wtiich  inflicted  a  mortal  i^ound. 
Mr.  Fotheringham  and  the  rest  of  the 
partj  were  then  instantly  seized,  and 
being  bound  together;  were^  dfter  the 
most  insblting  and  barbarous  usage, 
ftbot  one  by  one,  by  the  Khan*s  own 
hand,  in  unsparing  unrelenting,  and 
tsnprovoked  cruelty?  All  knowledge 
of  this  fdul  and  disgraceful  act,  wds 
ttot  only  disowned  by  the  Persian  court, 
Imt  every  practicable  means  were 
■fetoployed  by  it,  for  insuring  the 
punishment  of  the  atrocious  perpetra- 
tor of  it. 

The  ibotiVe  to  the  mission  of  gene- 
fal  Malcolfn,  would  appear  to  have 
been  temporary  and  special,  from  his 
Very  limited  residence  at  the  Persian 
court '^  for  we  observe  him  quitting  the 
kingdom,  and  apparently  in  due  course, 
at  the  ehd  of  the  monih  of  July, 
although  invited  most  cordially  by  the 
king  and  the  prince,  to  prolong  his  visit, 
and  to  receive  the  chief  command  of 
the  Persian  ahny  in  its  Campaign 
against  the  Russians.  ,  But  this  invi- 
tation, so  flattering  in  its  circum- 
stances, 4md  more  especially  to  a  mill- 
tary  mind,  the  general  did  not  con- 
sider himself  at  liberty  to  accept.  The 
Persian  monarch,  did  not,  however, 
sofier  him  to  depart,  so  favourable  the 
impression  of  his  demeanour  during 
this  and  the  preceding  embassy,  with- 
out conferring  on  him  a  distinction 
new  and  honourable  in  itself,  and  most 
grat.eful  in  the  manner  of  confer- 
ring it.  The  king  created  for  the 
purpose,  a  new  order  of  knighthood, 
the  insignia  of  which  Is  an  irradiated 
star,  bearing,  within  the  centre,  a 
representation  of  the  lion  and  the  sun  ; 
which  new  t)adge  of  distinction  his 
Majesty  presented  with  his  own  hand, 
witA^the  strongest  expressions  of  favor 
and  regard,  and  accompanied  with  a 
firman*  appointing  him  an  heredi- 
t  tary  Elhan,  or  noble  of  the  empire. 
Though  these  honors,  so  offered,  and 
accepted,  may  in  a  great  measure  have 
been  promoted  by  the  personal  merits 
of  the  general  j  yet  they  cannot  be 
contemplated,  when  acquired,  without 


reflecting  a  certain  part  of  their  splen- 
dour on  the  nation,  to  which  the  indi« 
vidual  belongs,  and  this  would  be  the 
more  fdt,  as  the  occurrence  should 
be  thot  more  singular  and  marked. 
During  the  momentary  favour  of  the  ' 
French,  in  their  late  extraordinary  ap- 
plicatiotis  and  pursuits  at  the  Persian 
court,  it  would  sisem,  that  they  had 
not,  with  all  the  arts  and  means  of  di- 
plomacy, for  which  they  are  so  gene- 
rally gifted  add  famous,  and  with  "^ 
which  they  were  so  extravagantly  fur- 
nished on  this  particular  occasion,  tho 
good  fortune  to  maintain  the  satne  oat- 
ward  forms  of  respect,  or  to  acquire 
any  private  marks  of  distinction  or  ho- 
nour. 

This  difference  of  estimation,  from 
whatsoever  reason  it  might  flow,  whe- 
ther from  the  peculiar  policy  dictated 
to  the  mission,  or  from  the  merits  of 
the  personal  conduct  of  the  negotia- 
tors themselves,  is  the  principal  result 
from  the  embassies  .which  we  have 
noticed. 

General  Malcolm  had  scarcely  quit- 
ted 'he  Persian  conflnes,  before  a  third 
ambassador.  Sir.  G,  Ousely,  was  pres- 
sing towards  them,  armed  with  all  the 
authority  of  ia  royal  commission,  and  all  . 
the  pomp  and  show  of  a  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary. 

Sir  G(yre  arrived  at  Bombay  in  the 
Lion  man  of  war,  which  had  been 
equipped  for  the  occasion,  in  the  month 
of  January,  1811,  accompanied  by 
Mvrta  Abul  Hassan,  the  late  ambas- 
sador from  the  court  of  Persia,  to 
whom  allusion  has  been  before  made. 
These  illustrious  strangers  were  re- 
ceived and  entertained  with  the  cus- 
tomary honors,  and  after  having  expe- 
rienced the  refreshments  and  hospi- 
talities of  the  island,  again  embarked 
on  his  Majesty's  ship,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  February,  and  proceeded  to 
their  destination. 

The  appointment  of  Sir  G.  Ouseley. 
in  suctession  to,  or  more  properly 
speaking,  in  supercession  of  Sir  H. 
Jones,  woujd  seem  to  indicate  the  in- 
tention of  the  British  government  to 
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keep  a  permaoeot  ambassador  at  the 
Persian  court,  or  at  least  to  retain  a 
poblic  functionary  in  that  Inngdom,  so 
long  as  the  views  of  the  f  aencb  may 
he  directed  to  itj  as  the  means  of  in- 
troducing their  armies  to  the  east.  But 
if  this  were  the  policy  of  our  minis- 
ters, there  is  no  apparent  need  that 
the  envoy  should  be  commissioned  by 
the  crown  ;  since  his  communications 
Inspecting  the  proceedings  of  the 
«  court  to  which  he  is  sent,  might  as 
well  be  made,  and  perhaps  more  con- 
veniently, by  a  minister  of  the  East 
India  company  :  and  the  change  in  the 
quattiy  of  the  agency,  may  be  produc- 
tiv^fts  already  explained,  of  some  mis- 
understanding and  inconvenience.  Be 
ibis  as  it  may,  the  very  pains  that  have 
been  so  eminently  discoverable  in  the 
different  measures  pursued  for  the  con- 
ciliation of  the  Persian  court,  can 
hardly  have  failed  to  raise  in  it  some 
Dew  idea  of  its  importance ;  which  it' 
may  not  be  very  wise,  in  the  first  in* 
fltance,  to  excite,  or  convenient,  ulti- 

.  mately,  to  favor* 

Or,  perhaps,  however  flattered  by 
the  attentions,  vfaicb  have  been  enu- 

,  inerated,  it  may  possibly  impute  them, 
if  not  to  its  own  consequence,  to  our 

.  own  seemingly  admitted  want  of  it,  in 
that  quarter  of  the  world  $  an  impres- 

4  tion  that  might  be  the  more  natufol^ 
from  the  view  of  the  repeated  embas- 
sies to  another  power  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, which  our  Indian  statesmen 
have  been  soliciting,  and  conciliating 
scarcely  with  a  less  degree  of  perse- 
verance, than  exhibited  towards  the 

.  Fenian  court  itself.    Our  readers  will 

.  perceive  that  we  have  under  our  con- 

.  tetnplation  the  difiisrent  missions  to 
Cabttl — the  abrupt  issue  .of  the  latter 
bf  which  it  is  now  the  place  to  notice. 
.  The  intestine  commotions  that  had 

.  for  some  time  shaken  that  unhappy 
kingdom,  ahd  disturbed  all  its  relations 
with  other  Itates,  were  mentioned  in 
•ur  last  volunie; , and  from  the  latest 
acxpqnti  received  firom  that  country, 
do  not  appear  to  have  sinc^  abated^  or 
taken  such  a  turn,  at  to  encourage 
foreign  governments  in  fi>rming  ftesh^ 
br  continuing  the  fomier  alliafidej»  Xvttb 
k.    The  deposed  sovereign  Stntia  pi 


Muik,  after  having  made  one  or  two 
ineffectual  struggles  for  regaining  his 
lost  dignity,  has  been  wandering  from 
place  to  place,  without  any  fixed  fesi- 
dence,  in  the  frontier  states ;  waiting 
a  precarious  opening,  which  has  not 
yet  occurred,  for  the  recovery  of  bis 
throne.  He  seems  not  to  have  energy 
of  character  sufficient  for  the  restitu- 
tion of  his  dignities  by  force,  nor  the 
policy  to  effect  his  purpose  by  mon 
indirect  means,  by  engaging  otben 
heartily  in  the  prosecution  of  bis  cause, 
but  has  contented  himself  with  rear- 
ing, but  ever  shifting,  a  standard  of 
invitation  to  the  royalists,  who  have  as 
yet  thronged  not  to  his  colours  in  any 
numbers,  or  displayed  any  uncommon 
loyalty  to  the  restoration  of  hls'-forlorn 
affairs.  This  deserted  state  of  the 
sovereign,  inferring  not  any  great  per- 
sonal reverence  in  his  subjects,  nor  any 
probability  of  successful  exertions  in 
his  lavor,  must  be  supposed  to  confirm, 
day  by  day.  the  power  of  the  usurper. 
This,  however,  was  not  yet  so  stable, 
as  to  permit,  if  such  an  intention  could 
have  been  indulged,  the  progpding  of 
an  embassy  to  the  actual  kiujfof  Calul, 
which  had  originally  set  out  from  Cal- 
cutta with  accredited  powers  to  his 
rightful  predecessor.  The  gentlemen, 
charged  with  the  mission,  passively  sub- 
mitting, like  the  dethroned  sovereign, 
and  leaving  matters  to  chance,  rather 
than  exertion,  or  irresolute  as  to  the 
party  whose  pretensions  they  should 
favor,  waited  at  a  distant  post  on  the 
frontiers,  for  several  months,  in  expec- 
tation of  the  coming  of  better  days,  or 
the  tardy  resolves  of  their  superiors, 
and  were  at  length  recalled  witb'm  the 
company's  provinces,  by  an  order  of 
the  suprehie  government ;  leaving  the 
late  unfortunate  ally  to  his  fat^  and 
his  daring  and  unprincipled  sudQKiaor 
to  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  bis 
fortune.  How  far  this  waverii^  and 
suspicious  proceeding  may  operate 
towards  forwarding  our  interests  or  al- 
liances, there  would  seem  no  necessity 
for  enquiring. 

Such  were  the, direct  efforts  of  the 
European  and  Indian  governments,  for 
sustaining  and  securing  the  tranqaillity 
of  our  Asiatic  possessions,  and  of  inaur- 
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iog  the  happiness  of  their  inhabitants, 
through  the  enviable  mediaai  of  peace. 
But  the  measures  of  the  Indian  govern- 
ments, operative  to  the  same  great  end, 
do  not  seem  to  have  been  bounded  by 
these  diplomatic  efforts.  At  every  one 
of  the  presidencies,  an  attempt  has 
been  made,  as  the  public  occurrences 
denote,  and  which  we  have  peculiar 
pleasure  in  remarking,  to  i^vor  and  en- 
courage peaceful  and  useful  arts. 

Bengal,  which  takes  the  lead,  not 
in  courtesy  of  station,  or  rank,  but 
ia  activity  of  zeal  on  every  occasion  of 
improvement,  exhibits  in  the  present 
year  the.  same  energy  that  she  has 
shewn  in  preceding  seasons,  towards 
the  advancement  of  science  and  know- 
ledge, whence  spring  the  first  blessings 
of  good  government,  and  all  the  deriva- 
tive comforts  and  conveniences  of  life. 
It  is  impossible  to  read  the  visi- 
torial  address  of  Lord  Minto  from  the 
chair  of  the  qoll^e  of  Calcutta,  with- 
out delight  and  pride — without  the 
iBOSt  animated  pleasure  at  the  informa- 
tioQ  it:  conveys  of  the  enlargement  of 
tbefieldof  what  we  know  of  the  sur- 
rounding people,  and  of  the  aid  which 
it  consequently  affords  for  contributing 
to  their  happiness  and  welfare,  nor 
without  the  most  rational  vanity,  not 
from  the  employment  only  of  the  ri- 
sing talent  of  the  state  in  pursuits  so 
laudable,  but  in  the  successful  appli- 
cation of,  and  the  mastery  of  such 
talent  in  provinces  of  literature,  where 
the  foot  of  the  learned  had  hitlierto 
feared  to  tread.  Nor  is  it  possible  to 
witness  this  triumph,  without  admir- 
ing the  honest  arts  of  the  noble  per- 
sonage in  the  chair,  in  drawing  forth 
the  energy  of  youthful  genius— of  sti- 
mulating it,'^in  its  lurking-place,  or  in 
repratrtng,  (the  least  grateful,  but  per- 
haps the  most  necessary  task)  the  indo- 
lence or  sullenness  that  may  chance  to 
depress  its  aspiring,  or  warp  its  natural 
course.  And  not  less  is  our  adfiffiration 
excited  by  tllis,  than  any  former  dkplay 
of  eloquence,  seemingly  inexhaustible 
in  iu  store,  with  which  the  monitions 


of  the  chair  are.  to  happily  enforced, 
acting  in  the  two-fold  quality  of  pre- 
cept and  example,  at  the  moral  lesson, 
and  the  excellence  which  it.inculcatet^ 
and  holds  up  to  imitation. 

The  college,  under  the  happy  aus- 
pices  of  the  noble  visitor,  has  produced 
within  a  few  months,  what  in  the  un- 
patropized  time  of  Asiatic  learning,' 
would  have  been  the  labour  of  a  succes- 
sion of  years.  In  a  very  limited  space,  • 
many  most  useful  and  interesting 
works  have  been  published,  in  several 
branches  of  science,  as  well  as  of  gene- 
ral literature, (which  it  would  be  super- 
fluous to  enumerate,*)  in  almost  every 
living  tongue  of  the  nations  that  com-  ' 
municate  with  India,  and  in  languages 
that  have  long  ceased  to  be  in  use,. and 
in  which  had  been  locked  up,  (the 
treasures  of  which  are  now  thrown 
open,)  the  wisdocti  of  ages. 

There  is  no  desideratum  in  eastern 
liter.iture,  but  that  might  be  hence- 
forth gratified  by  the  continuation  of. 
the  same  efforts  to  the  same  ends.  And 
are  they  not  to  be  continued  ?    There 
is,  alas !  a  suggestion,  a  sort  of  melan- 
choly presage  in  the  address  of  Lord  \ 
Mioto,  that  would  seem  to  throw  a  * 
sort  of  chill  on  the  anticipation  of  the 
success  of  future  years,  from  a  dread, 
that  a  part  of  the  patronage  which 
seems  to  have  led  to  it,  may,  in  an  evil . 
hour,  be  withdrawn,  or  transferred  to 
another  and  distant  seat  of  learning ; 
where  its  influence  would  be -partial, 
and  its  effects  of  limited  and  doubt- 
ful good. 

To  check  with  a  profane  touch  this 
seemingly  hallowed  institution,  which 
may  atone,  in  its  effects,  for  even 
greater  errors  than  are  imputed  to  the 
early  conquerors  of  India,  would  be  a 
kind  of  sacrilege,  that  should  shame 
any  other  days  than  those  of  darkness 
and  barbarism.  There  might  have 
been  in  the  first  establishi^ent  of  the 
college,  something,  perhaps,  of  seem- 
ing profusion  in  the  endowment,  a 
munificence,  however,  which  we  are 
tiot  disposed  to  question,  that  might 


•  Vide  the  address  of  lord  Biinto^  iuthe  Miscellany  of  tliis  volame,  to  wliich  the  reader 
w  referreil,  who  has  any  tbndness  for  Asiatic  leaniin^,  or  for  tlie  pnrity  of  En^disii  style, 
improved  by  clasucal  taste.  From  this  he  will  also  learn  the  advance  of  the  college  intlwj 
^cieiices  wjiicb  it  professes  to  caltivate  and  protect. 
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noe  have  been  properly  appreciated  by 
the  immediate  directors  of  the  compa- 
ny's affairs,  and  therefore  not  even- 
tually  approved.  But  the  establishment 
has  been  since  reduced  to  the  scale  of 
their  own  n^re  limited  notions,  or 
supposed  resobroes,  and  \Khich  may 
liave  tended  to  the  lateness  of  the  har- 
vest, bi|t^a  productive  harvest,  which 
is  now  reaping.  Let  them  not  medi- 
tate on  hewing  down  the  tree,  at  the 
season,  when  it  is  just  producing  fruit, 
or  attecppt  to  transplant  it  to  a  soil  and 
dimate  uncongenial  to  its  nature,  and 
unfavorable  to  its  growth:  where  the 
soccesf  of  the  experiment,  however 
oomplete,  cannot  increase  the  profited 
and  where  the  failure  of  it  would  d^tmy 
the  stock.  It  would  be  lamentable, 
indeed,  that  all  the  beneficent  care  and 
attention  of  the  first ;  and  the  zealous 
co-operative  and  protective  services  of 
the  second  founder,  should  l>e  then 
defeated,  when  their  labours  were  over* 
coming  in  the  ripened  result  of  their 
application,  the  original  difficulties  of 
the  project,  and  the  prejudices  that  op- 
posed its  progress. 

In  the  pursuit  of  these  the  remote 
objects  of  public  benefit,  the  governor- 
general  did  not  overlook  advantages 
capable  of  immediate  realization.  He 
found  leisure  amidst  the  hurry  and  bu% 


the  institottoo  immediately  m^ntiooei, 
is  yet  laudable  in  its  design,  as  it  con- 
templates  a  mo9t  useful  and  humane 
object,  in  the  care  and  treatment  of 
a  noble  and  generpus  animal,  emi- 
nently serviceable  to  the  convcnieoca 
of  tnan,  and  employed  and  associ- 
ated, as  it  Were,  with  him,  as  a  prin- 
cipal means,  in  this  country,  ad4 
almost  every  where  el^e,  of  advancing 
his  political  interests.  This  institu- 
tion, denominated  the  veterinary  ^ta« 
blishment,  is  described  as  originating 
in  a  partial  view,  and  to  be  directed 
more  particularly  to  the  medical  treat- 
ment of  the  horses,  attached  to  the 
cavalry  of  the  presidency  5  but,  hovf- 
ever  narrowed  its  original  aspect.  It 
would  seem  to  tend,  and  we  have  plea- 
sure in  anticipating  it,  to  more  largo 
and  beneficial  effects.  Nor  will  we 
withhold  from  the  founder  of  the  esta- 
blishment, the  praise  which  it  is  even- 
tually calculated  to  insure,  under  a 
suggestion  that  his  views  have  been 
confined  to  the  in^inediate  care  of  the 
cavalry ;  since  it  would  seem 
impossible  from  the  very  constitt 
as  well  as  extent  of  the  establishment, 
that  its  benefits  will  be  restrained 
within  a  limited  circle,  or  prevented 
from  spreading  all  around.  The  foun- 
dation consists  of  forty-eight  yootbsy 


tie  of  wir,  not  only  to  tread  the  qiiiti$!^4o  be  instructed  by  a  regular  surgeoo, 
%ralk  of  literaturef  but  to  restore,  if    in  the  anatomy  of  the  hors4irl 

-  vie 


9not  to  mirodaCe,  plenty  to  the  plains, 
and  enl!%ning  commerce  to  the  towns 
of  an  extensive  province^  by  opening 
the  sources  of  a  canal  celebrated  in 
history,  (the  Nehur  Beheisht)  which 
had  been  closed  fisr  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, though  it  bad  been  wont  to  scat- 
ter fruitfulliess  over  a  barren  waste,  to 
add  to  the  poppJation  along  its  banks, 
and  to  lessen  t|ie  carea  and  labours  of 
the  societies,  to  whose  numbers  it  con- 
tributed. What  must  have  beeu  the 
policy,  that  could  have  suffered  these 
numerous  blessings  to  sleep  for  so  long 
a  series  of  years  ?  And  what  the  sen- 
timent of  the  benevolent  mind,  that  is 
permitted  to  restore  t^em  to  activity 
and  life  ? 

A  new  establishment  was  founded 
at  Madras^  which,  though  it  looked 
not  to  the  same  grand  purposes  with 


the  acci- 
dents and  diseases  to  which "le  is  liable, 
and  their  proper  cures.  This,  like 
eveiy  other  military  department,  lias 
been  prudently  put  uiKier  the  comrol 
and  patronage  of  the  commander-in- 
chief.  This  is  the  first  attempt,  we 
believe,  at  the  introduction  of  ibo 
knowledge  of  the  medical  treatment 
of  animals  into  India,  and  we  sincerely 
hope  that  it  may  be  pursued  with  ti^ 
same  zeal  and  success,  that  has  attended 
similar  institutions,  humanely  esta- 
blished of  late  years  in  the  mother 
country,  and  most  liberally  and  honor- 
ably encouraged. 

'  Tlie  late  improvements  of  Bombay 
which  we  are  now  about  to  notice,  are 
not  of  an  experimental,  but  of  a 
positive  character,  and  of  a  higher 
order  than  those  of  the  latter  presi- 
dency.   The  island  has  always  been 
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remarkable  for  tbe  CQlti?ation  and 
sdvanoement  of  tbe  art  of  ship-build- 
\ng,  Qoder  tbe  exertion  of  a  peculiar 
race  of  men,  to  whom  it  #as  not  to 
be  Imagined,  in  tbe  ordinary  course  of 
thivgs,  that  a  maritime  state,  excelling 
io  naval  architecture,  Apuld  look  for 
extrinsic  aid,  or  from  wnom  it  should 
effecioally  derive  it.  But  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  this  curious  art  has 
been  left  solely  in  the  hands  of  certain 
families  of  tbe  Parsees,  who  have  been 
engnged  in  the  public  works  of  the 
Indian  government,  as  well  as  in  the 
private  service  of  the  community. 
So  skilful  has  been  the  construction  of 
vessels  of  various  burthen,  under  the 
toperintendaoce  of  these  ingenious  and 
enterprising  men,  that  it  bad  been  for 
tome  time  winhed,  that  the  same 
genius  might  be  extended  to  services 
of  national  importance,  to  the  building 
of  ships  of  war  of  the  larger  class. 
But  this  desire  could  not  be  realised 
without  artificial  means  of  forcing 
•ome*  facilities  to  the  art,  which  baa 
banbiH  scantily  supplied  in  natural 
Mfleand  position,  and  which  could 
not  be  mastered  by  science  within  the 
grasp  of  tlie  mind  of  these  otherwise 
enlightened  natives.  It  demanded  the 
wperior  intellect  or  attainment  of  the 
Koropean,  to  give  the  last  requisite  to 
tbe  Parsee,  for  launching  on  the  bosom 
of  tbe  o^^,  tbe  proudest  wonder  of 
sft,  a  w^PbuUt  ship  of  the  line. 
Oocks^'  suited  IP  this  great  purpose, 
^»e  recommended  several  years  ago, 
bf-ldmirBl  I^aTiier,  and  were  begun, 
■ote  tbe  patronage  of  tbe  Bombay 
foveiMbent,  we  believe,  io  tbe  year 
i^.  Some  accident  or  defect  in  the 
original  plan,  or  the  method  of  exe- 
cming  it,  bad  nearly  defeated  the  in- 
^  of  those  who  bad  designed  this 
Public  benefit ;  for  after  considerable 
^Ms^s  of  brick  and  mortar  had  been 
piled  together  at  very  great  expense, 
the  whole  suddenly  gave  way,  and 
^wc  in  an  iastant  levelled  with  the 
?"wnd.  The  failure  was  ascribed,  at 
^>  to  the  moisture  and  looseness  of 
*be  loil,  which  were  supposed  to  for- 
W  the  execution  of  the  great  and 
^fol  work  in  contemplation  5  but 
^Wi  on  a  more  mature,  and  more  rea- 


soned examination,  did  not*  deter  a 
bolder,  and  eventually  a  more  fortu- 
nate genius?  for  re-commencing  the 
fallen  and  half-abandoned  emerprise. 
These  '  public  works  were  a  second 
time  attempted  on  the  same  spot,  and 
on  the  same  grand  scale,  by  Mr.  Cau/^ 
per^  a  military  gentleman  of  the  corp^ 
of  engineers,  who,  by  his  own  tinaided 
resources,  and  by  a  vigour  o^  industry 
as  well  as  mind,  has  overcome  and 
restrained  opposing  atid  resisting  ele- 
ments, and  has  ri^ised  a  monument  of 
successful  ^rt,  that  may  have  been 
rivalled,  but  never  yet  exceeded.  The 
docks  constructed  by  this  gentleman, 
are  capable  of  admitting  a  first-rate 
ship,  and  have  left  nothing  to  be  covet* 
ed  for  carrying  the  art  of  ship-butldiiig 
to  any  known  extent. 

While  this  stupendous  work  was  in 
prosecution,  such  was  the  confidence 
felt  in  the  science  and  skill  of  the 
engineer,  that  a  74  gun  ship  was  laid 
down  in  the  area  of  ond  of  the  docRs, 
as  it  was  building,  and  actually  pro* 
ceeded  step  by  step  with  the  progress 
of  the  work.  The  settlement,  in  the 
mean  time,  had  to  witness,  with 
divided  admiration,  the  course  of  tb« 
rival  efforts  of  congenial  and  relative 
arts,  sjjeeding  together  to  their  per- 
fection, and  being  ready  at  the  same 
time,  to  siari  into  usefulness.  The 
docks  were  completed  in  June,  laio, 
and  on  the  23d  of  that  month,  the 
Alinden,  tbe  name  of  the  74,  w:is 
floated  into  the  stream  at  high  water, 
under  the  care  of  its  celebraied 
builder,  Jemsetjee  Bomangee,  the  com- 
pany's naval  architect  of  the  port, 
who  has  the  singular  merit  of  giving 
the  first  ship  of  Uie  line  to  the  British 
navy,  constructed  out  of  the  limits  of 
the  mother  country.  Itwodld  Feem 
superfluous  to  enumerate  the  advan- 
tages that  may  ensue  from  these 
increased*  naval  means,  which  a  crowd 
of  local  ciicumstnnces  have  a  iendt*ncy 
to  improve  in  so  many  obvious  ways. 

From  the  admitted  suiJeriorify  f>f  . 
the  Ttak,  for  the  wean  and  tear  of  tbe 
Indian  seas,  it  may  re.isonably  be 
expected,  th.^t  the  time  is  not  very 
distant,  when  the  vessels  of  war  em- 
ployed   here  may  be  constructed  of 
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tjbat  timber,  which  every  where 
abouodfl,  and  in  inexhaustible  plenty. 
This  would  be,  if  pr^udice  do  not 
oppose  its  occurrence,  a  mo«t  desirable 
event,  as  the  expense  of  the  repir 
of  his  Majesty's  ships,  for  many  years^ 
back,  has  been  equal  in  yearly  amount 
to  the' construction  and  equipment  of 
several  ships 'of  the  line,  though  the 
ships  which  have  undergone  such 
repairs,  have  been  afterwards  little 
fitted  for  service.  For  the  teak,  though 
the  [post  durable  of  all  timber  by 
i^elf,  is  most  unsuitable  in  mixture 
With  other  woods,  its  closeness  and 
solidity  generally  fretting  and  wearing 
oat  whatever  comes  in  contact  with 
ft  The  strength  of  the  timber  has 
beep  ascertained  by  the  durability  of 
the  vessels  built  with  it ;  some  of 
which  have  been  in  employment  for 
the  greater  part  of  a  century,  the 
oily  inherent  quality  of  the  wood  par* 


ticularly  fitting  it  for  the  use 'to  wbtch 
It  is  applied  :  this  feeds  and  pre- 
serves the  bolts  and  iron  work,  while 
the  acidity  in  the  oak  is  known,  ia 
aa  equal  degree,  to  corrode  and  destroy 
them.  The  durability  of  these  vessels 
aiTords  also  4  «o11ateral  proof  of  the 
ability,  if  attf  were- wanting,  of  the 
persons  employed  in  the  constmctioo 
of  them.  With  these  .concurring 
favourable  circumstances,  assisted  by 
the  testimony  of  several  eminent  nav^ 
personages,'  of  the  quality  and  cha- 
racter of  the  ships,  it  would  not 
seem  an  extravagant  anticipation, 
that  we  shall  one  day  observe  a  fleet, 
capable  of  the  protection  of  the 
Indian  ocean,  issuing  from  an  Asiatte 
port.  Such  an  event  alone  would 
make  the  civil  history  of  the  present 
year  more  distinguishable  than  any 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  East. 


CHAFfER  IV. 


Proceediogs  of  the  court  of  directors  in  the  consideration  of  late  transac^ns  at  Madras 
—enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  officers  suspended  by  the  order  of  the  Ist  of  May^ 
SRpcrccded  by  the  investigation  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Petrie,  firom  the  neees^ty  of  jthe 
appoiatment  of  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  to  a  scat  in  cooncil — disctissions  as  te  the  mem* 
bur  to  be  removed— > letter  fron  Mr.  Dnndas  proposing  Mr.  Petrie's  rcmoTat,  and  suf* 
gesdag  the  reasoits  for  the  proposed  act -debates  and  ballots  ensae-^nding  in  the 
removal  ofthelast-mentioned  gentlemaD — dif^entof  six  directors — replication  -of  the 
chairman  and  deputy— »Mr.  Petrie  appoiutcd  to  a  respectable  office  out  of  couqcB*— 
resumption  of  the  cases  of  the  suspended  officers— 1st  resolutions  thereon— pi|pjsed* 
logs  and  ballots  on  the  case  of  licut-col.  Boles— his  coaditional  restoration  to  tha 
service— progress  and  result  of  the  proceedings  00  the  other  cases— general  observa' 
tions  OD  Ike  foregoiag  prooeedings^resokition  of  the  court  of  directors  for  restoring 
certain  writers  <«nd  cadets,  whose  nomtaatiens  had  been  obtained  by  an  abuse  of 
infloence^petition  of  fte  East  India  company  to  I^liament  for  pecoaiary  relict 
prayer  granted— appointment  of  a  select  committee  of  the  Ho\ise  of  Commons  to 
enquire  into  the  company's  finances — their  several  reports —motions  in  Psiliament  for 
papers  relative  to  Macao,  and  the  dli^turbances  at  Madras — notice  ofMliin tended  . 
motion  by  Mr.  Creevy  for  the  recal  of  Sir.  G.  Barlow— motion  of  Sir  Henry  Mooigo  * 
mery  respecting  the  rank  of  the  company's  officers — conclusion. 


The  proceedings  of  the  Incjian  govern* 
ment  at  home,  the  acts  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  the  board  of  contfoul. 


demand,  in  natural  order,  our  next 
and  sepjrrate  notice.  These  are  nu* 
ro  rous,  and  important;  and  render- 
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ed  pecaliarly  interesting  not  ooly  by 
the  extraordinary  objects  involved 
10  them,  but  by  the  manner  ki  which 
they  have  been  considered.  The 
eoaunonity  know  little  of  the  motives 
or  policy  of  the  court  of  directors  in 
general,  except  as  they  are  to  be  in- 
ferred frotn  their  public  tcts;  but,  ou 
the  present  occasion,  the  whole  process 
of  the  mind  of  that  hitherto  occult 
body  is  laid  open,  from  the  first  con- 
ception^  through  all  the  intermediate 
stages,  of  self  deliberation  and  aggregate 
debate,  to  the  final  result  and  judg- 
ment. Tiie  certain  of  the  council 
chamber  has  been  drawn  up,  and  for 
once  the  public  have  been  admitted,. 
^e  will  not  say  how  prudently  for 
tbe  court  of  directors,  or  bow  safely  for 
themselves,  to  a  view  of  the  imme- 
diate governors  of  our  eastern  posses- 
sions, in  the  secrecy  of  their  interior 
consultations,  and  in  the  most  interest- 
ing act  of  forming  and  expressing  their 
opinion  on  circumstances^  that  liad 
plunged  a  large  portion  of  their  Indian 
territory  into  difficulties,  from  which 
it  is  not  even  at  this  day  entirely  dis- 
embarrassed. 

These  difficulties  were  created,  as 
the  reader  will  recollect,  1^  the  insub- 
ordination of  the  Madras  army ;  and 
the  disturbed  slate  of  civil  society,  by 
the  supposed  impolitic  measures  of  Sir 
George  Barlow,  which  were  consider- 
ed somewhat  minutely  in  the  last 
volume  of  the  Register,and  which  pre- 
sented themselves  now,  not  so  much 
in  their  own  naked  merits,  as  fn  thoir 
application  to  individuals,  to  the  appro- 
bation or  condemnation  of  the  con- 
tronling  authorities  in  this  count  ry . 

As  we  have  already  e]^resied  our- 
selves without  reserve  on  most  of  the 
transactions,  that  are  now  about  to 
pass  under  the  review  of  the  court  of 
directors,  we  would  wish  to  abstract 
oar  minds,  as  much  as  may  be,  from 
the  former  opinions  delivered  by  us,  in 
order  that  wc  may  take  a  more  dis- 
passionate view  of  the  impressions 
made  by  the  same  transactions  on  the 
official  organs  described. 

Tbe  earliest  measure,  which  pressed 
itself  on  the  notice  of  the  court  of 
directors^    was    Sir  George  BarloA's 


order,  or  rather  the  effect  of  it,  of  the 
1st  of  May,  suspending,  without  any 
formal  enquiry,  several  offibcers  of 
rank  from  tbe  service  of  the  East  India 
company. 

The  cases  of  th^  officers,  implicated, 
were  brought  summarily  forward  at 
the  end  of  the  year  I8O9,  but  from 
accidental  circumstances,*which  will  be 
mentioned  hereafter,  were  superceded 
Ml  the  consideration  of  the  court,  by  a. 
graver  subject,  which  underwent  a 
serious  and  thorough  enquiry,  and  was 
finally  de term i I "cd  on  before  the  pre- 
vious deliberation  was  resumed.  The 
new  subject  of  discussion  was  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Peirie,  the  secood  member 
of  the  government  5  who  had  held  a 
distinct  policy  from  thegoveroor  during 
the  memorable  events  of  the  preceding 
year  :  so  that  the  decision,  here,  could 
not  fail  in  consequence  to  mark  the 
sentiments  of  the  court  of  directors  on 
the  conduct  of  his  official  opponent. 
We  peed  not  therefore,  after  our  imme* 
diate  explatiation,  apologise  for  giving 
I  his  the  foremost  place  in  our  nptice, 
or  for  being  more  minute  in  our  obser- 
vations upon  it,  than  on  the  general 
cases,  which  we  may  be  disposed  to 
consider. 

Of  Mr.  Pcftrie  we  may  be  allowed 
to  say,  notwithstanding  our  already 
professed  abstraction  ftom  preposses- 
sions, that  he  was  hitherto  no  less  distin- 
guished tor  his  rectitude  and  amia** 
bil>ty,  than  for  his  experience  and 
intelligence  in  Indian  afFair.4,and  his  ge- 
neral services  to  the  East  India  company 

The  case  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Peirie 
came  before  the  court  of  directors 
under  a  recommendation  from  the 
board  of  cootroul.  The  origin  and 
motive  of  that  recommendation  was  an 
emergency  arising  frohi  the  immediate 
departure  of  lieut.-general  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuiy  for  Madras,  with  the  ap-y 
pointment  of  commander-in-chief  of 
that  presidency,  coupled  with  a  neat  in 
councirnext  to  the  governor  himself, 
and  from  which  his  immediate  pre- 
decessor in  otfice,  general  Macdowall, 
had  been  pointedly  excluded,  in  the 
inexplicable  policy  of  the  court  of 
directors. 

In  order  to  make  way  for  this  ap- 
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pointment  of  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty^ 
it  wa«  necessary  to  remove  one  mem- 
ber of  the  former  council.  Hence  a 
question  arose,  which  of  the  members 
should  be  sacrificed  ? 

Mr.  Dandas,  now  Lord  Melville, 
president  ofobe  board  of  controul,  in 
caUing  theaEkitioD  of  the  director  to 
tlie  Bubject/%id  pressing  them  to  a 
decision  in  an  official  letter,  did  not 
hesitate  to  tell  them,  that  Mr.  Petrie, 
having  dissented  from  Sir  Oeorgc  Bar- 
low  in  many  of  the  most  important 
aiu]  decisive  measures  adopted  in  the 
recent  critical  emergenctes^  seemed  to 
be  marked  as  the  person  on  whom  the 
exclusion  should  fall,  with  a  view  tp 
to  the  establishment  of  an  union, 
vhich  was  so  much  to  be  desired,  iq 
he  Madras  government.  I'wo  doca* 
ments  received  from  India,  not  in  the 
regular  channel  of  conveyance  from 
the  company's  government,  bujt  de- 
livered by  a  private  hand  to  the- 
preaident  of  the  board  ofcontroul,  uere 
inclosed  in  this  letter ;  these  purport- 
ed to  be  a  minute,  prepared  by  Sir 
George  Barlow  in  explanation  and 
defence  of  his  own  measures,  and  in 
crimination  of  Mr.  Petrie  5  and  a  minute 
of^e  latter  gentleman  in  hi-s  own  vin- 
dication. Though  these  papers  were 
undoubtedly  authentic,  there  was  some 
awkwardness  in  considering  them  as 
cfficiaUfrom  the  manner  in  which  they 
came  before  the  court.  It  was  more- 
over understood  that  they  were  sent  to 
England^  by  Sir  George  Barlow,  in  a 
clandestine  course,  by  the  hands  of  his 
secretary,  then  recently  arrived  from 
India,  for  the  piwpose,  as  it  was  afler- 
terwards  contended,  of  prepossessing 
the  board  of  controul  in  Sir  George's 
fivonr,  and  nuking  an  impression, 
through  the  authority  of  that  boards 
upon  the  court  of  directors,  adverse  to 
Mr.  Petrie,  of  whose  removal  Sir 
George  in  this  way  was  the  first  insti- 
gator. 

Under  these circum.stance8,  the  for- 
mation of  a  new  council  for  Madras 
carne  to  be  deliberated  and  decided 
npon,  nt  the  £af»t  India  house,  on  Tues- 
day,  the  6ih  of  April,  1810,  when  a 
motion  wa«  made,  that  a  new  cominin- 
fiioD  should  be  issued  for  the  govern- 


ment of  Fort  St.  George,  and  that  th© 
following  persons  appointed  be  members 
of  that  government,  via.  Sir  George 
Hilaro  Barlow,  Bart.  K.  B.  govemoi', 
lieut.-general  Sir  Samuel  Aucbmuiy, 
commander-in-chief,  and  second  in 
council.  $  Ihoroas  Oakea,  Esq.  third  ; 
and  James  Henry  Cassam9Jor,  £sq, 
fourth  in  council.  Upon  this  motioo, 
which  went  directly  to  the  exclu^iron  of 
Mr.  Peirie,  an  amendment  was  nooved, 
placing  that  gem  lemaii^s  name  next  in 
order  after  Sir  Samuel  Auclmiuiy, 
with  that  of  Mr.  Cakes  as  fouitb  meni- 
lier  of  the  council,  leaving  out  Mr. 
Casftamajor,  the  youngest  member  of 
the  former  council. 

After  two  divisions,on  diftcrent  forms 
of  the  question,  in  which  the  num* 
ber  of  votes  appeared  by  the  ballot  to 
be  equal,  the  original  motion  was  ne- 
gatived by  calling  in  the  treasurer  j 
who,  according  to  the  utttrcictions 
given  in  the  company's  clmii,  drew 
the  lot  which  was  to  deterrflffie  in  such 
an  equality,  and  that  lot  was  agaimt^ 
the  passing  of  the  motion.  Upon  this.  '*' 
the  chairman,  Mf&Astell,  gave  notice 
that  he  would  submit  the  same  naotion 
again  on  tieTuesday  following;  wUch>  • 
on  being  «MidB,  a  similar  amendilient^ 
was  moved,  a)  in  the  first  itYstance, 
with  tlie  addition  that,  on  the  coming 
away,  death,  or  resignation  of  Sir 
George  Barlow,  Mr.  Petrie  should  suc- 
ceed him  in  the  goveriiment.  The 
result  of  the  proceedings  of  this  day. 
was  the  passing  of  the  original  motion, 
aiui  the  consequent  removal  of  Mr% 
Petrie  from  the  seat  in  council.   ' 

The  first  point  worthy  of  notice  in 
this  decision,  iathe  facility  with  which 
it  was  carried^  after  so  even  a  division* 
of  the  c»urt  in  two  several  ballq 
the  preceding  day  of  conside 
It  will  be  found  in  the  document^ 
the  subject,  comprehended  in  our  state 
papers,  that  this  matter  is  explained, 
though  rather  in  a  curious  way,  by  some 
dinner  conversation  with  colmel  Tay- 
lor ;  who  said,  he  would  have  voted  ^r 
Mr.Peirie's  removal,  ifa  question  put  by 
him  to  the  ch<tir  had  been  aiwered, 
and  by  some  other  proccedinj^wt  of 
court,  as  wed  as  by  a  KUp|>osed  mis- 
take in  taking  the  ballot^  from  bomeof 
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the  directon  potting  their  balls  into  a 
different  Iwx  from  that  which  they  in- 
tended. This  latter  part  of  the  expla- 
nation is  not  easily  reconcileable ;  for 
there  were  tvp  divisions  in  which  the 
jQuml>er8  were  equal,  and  although  a 
mistake  might  have  happened  once,  it 
could  not  easily  have  occnrred  twice 
In  immediate  succession,  fiiit  here  it 
|Day  be  observed,  that  the  idea  of  put- 
ting any  question  to  the  ballot,  in  so 
tmall  an  ^sembly,  is  at  best  of  doubt- 
iiil  wijidom.  The  object  of  ballot  is 
in  general  to  eiuble  the  voters  to  give 
a  tree  vot^  in  secrecy  and  security  > 
but  when  a  small  body  of  men  debate 
and  discuss,  and  every  man*s  senti- 
fnents  are  known. to  his  fellow  mem- 
bers, to  ballot  is  only  to  create  embar- 
r^ssoient  and  confusion.  We  may 
avail  ourselves  of  the  same  opportunity 
t0  call  in  question  the  good  sense  of 
fbe  provisJM  for  recurring  to  the  lot, 
which  U»  treasure^  is  enjoined  to 
draw,  in  Bases  of  an  equality  of  voices ; 
provision,  the  absurdity  and  perverse- 
Bess  of  which  is  shewn,  in  this  very  case 
*  of  Mr  Petrie,  the  drawing  of  two  lots  of 
oppbaite  and,therefore,  nugatory  effect, 
CD  the  very  hrst  day  of  the  delitierations. 

llie  object  was  not,  however,  ulti- 
mately effected,  without  an  opposition, 
the  strength  and  firmness  of  which  was 
niani^ted  and  felt  after  the  question 
bad  txsen  carried.  Six  most  respectable 
ilirectors^  immediately  entered  a  pro- 
test, stating  their  dissent  from  the 
decision  of  the  court,  and  the  reasons 
t^pon  which  that  dissent  was  founded. 
This  protest,  and  the  reasons  recited 
ill  it,  were  considered  by  the  majority, 
and  in  particular  by  the  leading  mem- 
berf,  the  chairman  and  deputy,  in  so 
serious  a  light,  that  they  took  the  un- 
uaii|jfc|pQrse  of  replying  to  it  in  a  tor- 
mal-^mute. 

Here  we  feel  onrselves  called  npon 
'  to  notice,  and  point  out  a  singularity 
which  distinguishes  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  directors,  on  the  M.^ras 
questions,'  from  those  of  every  other 
deliberative  body.  It  is  generally  un- 
derstood^  that  where  protests  are  enter- 


ed against  any  decision,  the  Indulgence 
is  permitted  to  the  minority,  for  the 
purpose  of  recording  their  reasons  as 
an  appeal  to  succeeding  judgments, 
and  with  a  view  lo  the  justification  of 
tlie  dissentients.  But  the  majority 
having  presumptive  right  on  its  side, 
has  no  occasion  for  any  01  her  record 
than  its  volej  and,  therefore,  we* 
scarcely  know  of  miy  instaiK'e  of 
written  and  recorded  replication  to 
such  protests,  prior  to  these  extraordi- 
nary proceedings  at  the  India  House. 
If  the  practice  should  grow  into  a  pre- 
cedent, it  must  multiply  discussions 
withotit  end  ;  and  as  the  directors  of 
the  East  India  company,  and  all  their 
otficers,  are  the  very  reverse  from  be- 
ing brief  upon  paper,  we  may  have  to 
look  for  an  accumulation  of  manuscript 
debates,  sufficient  to  make  reading  and 
writing  upon  the  daily  subjects  of  their 
controversies,  the  whole  occupation  of 
these  managers  of  the  company's  bu- 
siness and  trustees  of  its  interests. 

It  is  not  our  intention  here  to  go 
into  a  review,  or  even  an  enumeration 
of  the  reasons  adduced  on  both  sides,  in 
the  documents  connected  with  the  case 
of  Mr  Petrie,  and  t brother  cases  that 
followed.  These  papers  will  be  found 
at  large  in  the  collecnon  of  state  papers 
given  in  this  volume ;  and  they  will 
present  as  remarkable  a  cotifiict  as 
ever  was  exhibited  in  contentious  de- 
bate, of  arguments  arising  afresh  on 
each  side,  in  proportion  as  they  have 
been  met  and  beaten  down.  A  great 
deal  of  warmth,  not  unmixed  with 
acrimony,  is  observable  in  every  one 
of  the  parties ;  and  it  nnist  be  admitted, 
that  decorum  is  very  often  infringed 
in  the  energy  with  which  they  ir^in- 
tain  their  res|)ective  tenets.  It  would 
have  been  well  if  it  had  occurred  to 
the  majority,  to  compare  what  passed 
ki  their  o>vu  council  with  the  spirit 
of  the  parties  in  the  minor  body,  the 
government  of  Madras;  for,  surely, 
Mr.  Petrie's  demeanour,  and  senti- 
ments and  language,  respecting  4 he 
acts  of  Sir  George  Barlow,  and  of  tlie 
majority   that  suppi>rted  him,    never 


•  Sir  Francis  Birinif,  Bart  Sir  Hiij'a  I^iglls,   Birt.  an4  Messrs. 
st<>nc,  PattijiOii,  luid  Buuncnuiin. 
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were  so  hostile  or  so  disrespectfal  as 
those  of  the  minority  of  the  court  of 
directors,  upon  the  case'  to  wliich  we 
have  recently  adverted,  towards  the 
majority  of  tl^at  body,  with  the  chair- 
man and  deputy  at  their  head.  If  una- 
nimity was  ^irable  in  the  goveri^- 
ment  of  MsHftiy  irvas  no  less  so^  it 
should  seem,  in  the  coRtrouling  and 
,  appellate  assembly  iafif^Leadenhall* 
street;  and  if  a  strong^p^position  in 
principle  and  sentiment  upon  each  of 
the  prominent  points  in  the  cases  that 
4  canoe  to  be  reviewed,  was  a  cause  for 
expelling  th£  dissentient  in  one  case, 
it  might  equaUy  be  so  in  the  other. 
It  does  not  ap^r,  however,  that  the 
majority  of  the  court  of  directors,  ever 
thought  of  tliis  analogy  in  the  state  of 
their  own  body,  even  when  they  were 
applying  their  censure  most  unrelent- 
ingly to  Mr.  Petrie,  and  the  divisiuns  in 
the  government  of  Madras. 

But  it  appears,  for  it  is  pleaded  as  a 
part  of  the  justification  of  the  act,  that 
it  was  not  originally  the  intention  of 
the  majority  of  the  court  of  directors 
to  remove  Mr.  Petrie  from  the  coun- 
cil of  Madras.  It  was  first  their  inten- 
tion to  have  simply  notified,  that  Sir 
Samuel  Achmuiy  tras  to  be  second 
member  of  council;  the  result  of  which 
notification  would  be  to  put  Mr.  Petrie 
down  tothe  third  place,  skpd  Mr.  Oakes 
tothe'/Alfth^  and  Mr.  Oj^amajor,  the 
youngest  member,  would  be  removed 
^  from  the  council  altogether.  This  it 
'■  teems  was  a  sort  of  recognized  prac- 
tice in  similar  cases.  But  Mr.  Petrie*s 
friends  would  not,  it  is  said,  admit  of 
this  tacit  and  indirect  retention  of  that 
gentleman's  seat  in  the  council.  They 
insisted  on  ^Birect  recognition  of  his 
being  still  a  member  of  tlie  Madras 
government ;  and  this  the  majority  of 
.the  court  considered  a  sufficient  ground 
'  and  provocation  for  proceeding  lo  his 
immediate  and  total  exclusion. 

We  fear- that  those  who  come  in 
future  times  to  reconsider  with  the 
light,  of  hisibry,  this  conduct  of  the 
revisionary  government  of  British  In- 
dia, will  not  think  this  enhancement 
of  rigour,  arising  from  a  little  opposi- 
tion in  debate  and  council,  a  most  cre- 
dit, jble  characteristic  ia  the  majority 


by  which  Mr.  Petrie  was  removed. 
And,  indeed,  this  is  but  one  of  many 
traits  of  resemblance  and  congeniality 
which  we  find  in  the  mind  and  temper 
of  that  majority,  and  in  those  of  the 
government  of  Madras,  which  it  sup- 
ported. A  dictatorial  spirit  is  emi-> 
nently  distinguishable  in  both  ;  a  spirit 
not  to  be  mitigated  by  the  reasoning, 
but  to  be  confirmed  by  the  re^istaoce, 
and  infiamed  by  the  opposition  of  the 
most  respectable  dissentients.  The 
aothonties  referred  to,  and  quoted  in 
tli^  minutes  of  the  majority,  or  rather 
of 'the  chairman  and  deputy,  to  whose 
pleadings  the  others  appear  to  have 
been  merely  subscribers,  are  all  of  ^a 
description  which  mark  an  inclination  « 
to  overbearing  power,  impatient  of 
restraint  and  remonstrance^  The  great 
I>ord  Clive  is  frequently  brought  to 
view,  and  his  maxitns  and  proceedings 
adduced  in  confirmation  of  Sjr  George 
Barlow*s  acts,  and  in  jnstificftfien  of  the 
conduct  of  the  riiajority  of  th^court  of 
directors  in  supporting  him,  without., 
any  ai>pearance  of  recollecting,  that  '. 
they  arepi:eci8elyche  maxims  and  prin- 
ciples inculcated  by  the  great  Machia- 
vel,  and  OEven  acted  on  by  Buonaparte 
for  the  aid^nn^nt  and  maintenance  of 
absolute  power* 

The  principal  grounds  of  accusation 
against  Mr.  Petrie  were,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived, countenanced,  and  favoured  per- 
sons obnoxious  to  the  government ;  he 
had  refused  to  ^gn  an  address  of  appro- 
bation and  attachment  to  Sir  George 
Barlow  in  the'  moment  when  the  late 
unhappy  differences  between  the,  go- 
vernment of  Madras,  and  the  officers 
of  thoarpiy  of  that  presidency,  w^ere  at 
their  height. 

The  answer  of  Mr.  Petrie  to  thpse , 
charges,  severally,  is,  that  kniajMog 
the  parties  whom  he  is  charged  irith 
having  received,  and  having  been  in  the 
ImW  of  entertaining,  he  could  not  dis-  ' 
continue  to  do  so>  notwithstanding  the 
heavy  accusation  against  them,  con- 
sistently with  thyt  first  maxim  of  Bri- 
tish justice,  t  hit:  every  man  must  be 
presumed  to  be  innocent  till  he  should 
be  found  g'Vilty  ;  and  with  respect  to 
his  rffiihal  lo  sign  the  address  of  ap- 
probation 'and  support  to  Sir  George 
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Barlow  and  his  meitotires,  he  sajrs 
plainly >  that  he  thought  it  wrong  to  afnx 
his  signature  to  such  a  paper,  disap- 
proving as  he  did  of  Sir  George  Bar- 
low's policj  in  many  instances  5  al- 
though he  did  afterwards  offer  to  sign 
itf  if  any  great  bene6t  was  likely  to  be 
derived  from  his  signature^  or  any  mis- , 
chief  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
omission  of  his  name  to  the  list  of 
tabscnbers.  To  these  reasons  the 
very  large  and  respectable  minority, 
that  we  have  cited,  subscribed  ;  adding, 
besides,  their  naost  decided  approbation 
of  the  temper  and  moderation  of  Mr. 
Petrie's  letters  :  urging  and  insisting 
at  the  same  time,  upon  the  obligations 
imposed  on  him  by  acts  of  parliament, 
.  and  by  instructions  from  the  court,  to 
dissent  from  the  governor  where  he 
should  see  reason  to  do  so,  and  to  re- 
cord the  reasons  of  his  dissent  -,  im- 
pressing also  the  danger  of  discourag- 
ing such  a  practice,  without  which  a 
governor!  would  have  a  council  but  in 
name,  wtile  be  would  be  in  reality,  a 
governor  without  council,  and  without 
controul. 

We  zr'e  not  disposed  here,  nor  do 
we  think  it  right,  to  enter  into  any 
strict  revision  or  balance  of  the  facts 
and  reasonings  on  both  sides.  The 
details  are  before  our  readers,  they  are 
well  worthy  of  attention,  and  everyone 
will  decide  00  them  according  to  the 
impression  they  shall  make  npon  him. 

But  it  is  proper  to  observe  here,  that 
even  the  majority  of  the  directors,  who 
sought  and  accomplished  Mr.  Petries 
removal,  never  thought  of  making  that 
gentleman  the  object  of  any  punishment 
or  degradation,  although  his  conduct, 
if  it  was  to  be  consideied  as  criminal 
at  Sir  George  Barlow  represented  it, 
or  ^n  as  their  own  arguments  would 
leemio  shew  them  to  have  considered 
it,  would  have  been  guilty  and  deserv- 
ing of  punishment  in  the  highest  degree^ 
on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Petrie  was  ho- 
noured and  rewarded  with  the  highest 
consideration  and  emoluments  that  he 
could  hold  out  of  council,  and  he  has 
since  been  appointed  to  a  government 
of  some  importance. 

The  wanton  and  onfeeling  manner 


in  which  the  removal  was  carried  into 
effect,  which  is  particularised,  ai^d 
commented  on  by  Mr.  Petrie,  in  the 
Madras  occurrences,  ^  is  not  imputa* 
hie  to  the  court  of  directors,  but  in  ap- 
parent violation  of  their  intention. 

The  complaint  made  against  Mr.  Pe- 
trie, ihat'he  had  not  excjuded  from  his 
house  certain  individuals  under  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  government  is  a  matter 
that  deserves  most  serious  consideration. 
I'he  total  exclusion  of  any  individual 
Deom  the  society  of  private  houses  in 
settlements  which  afforded  no  relief  in 
public  bociety,  (such  as  we  have  in 
£urope  in  coffee-houses,  clubs,  and 
taverns,)  nor  in  the  resources  that  placet 
of  public  entertainment  supply,  is  an  in- 
fliction of  the  most  aggravated  nature. 
The  punishment  of  solitary  confine- 
ment is  admitted  to  be  so  cruel,  that 
even  the  most  rigid  justice  will  hardly 
be  admitted  to  reconcile  it  to  the  mer- 
ciful feelings  of  refined  philosophy : 
but  TO  inflict  arbitrarily  the  disgraceful 
penalty  of  condemnation  of  solitude  in 
the  midst  of  a  society,  rendered  hitherto 
most  dear  and  valuable  by  the  coufi- 
dence  of  mutual  and  merited  esteem 
and  affection,  is  a  torture  infinitely  '  ' 
more  severe,;  and- therefore  we  should 
think  not  to  be  inflicted  primarily  by 
any  government,  but  to  be  left  to  the 
judgment  of  every  person  of  whatso- 
ever rank,  who  is  a  member  of  that 
society,  to  be  exercised  according  to 
his  own  impression  of  the  conduct  and 
character  of  the  individual  arraigned.  ** 
This  freedom  of  conduct,  in  respect  to 
the  hospitality  of  piivate  houses,  and 
the  regulation  of  personal  intercourse, 
would  seem  the  more  indispensable  in 
cases  such  as  some  of  those  that  oc- 
curred at  Madras,  where  the  indivi- 
dual arraigned  was  precluded,  and  even 
in  more  than  one  instance  prohibited, 
from  the  means  of  removing  himself 
immediately  from  the  scene  of  his  cen- 
sure, to  present  himself  as  quickly  as 
the  desire  and  confidence  of  final  ac- 
quittal prompted,  before  the  tribunal  of 
appeal. 

We  would  wish  to  conclude,  with 
this  general  observation,  what  we  have 
to  say  on  this,  the  only  civil  subject 


•  Vide  Madras  Occurrences,  Page  109-10. 
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that  baR  bfien  as  yet  discussed  by  the 
court  of  directors^  and  pass  to  the  ihU 
Jitary    cases. 

The  first  mention  of  theise  is  rtwde  In 
a*  minute  of  the  court,  of  so  early  a  date 
as  the  4ih  of  December,  1809:  ftom 
"which  it  appears,  that  after  reading 
three  or  fourotficial  papers,  forwarded* 
by  the  Madras  government,  and  a  letter 
of  the  court  of  directors,  written  sorrte 
months  before,  motions  to  the  follow- 
ing effect  wcto  made  and  passed  by 
bailor  into  formal  resolutions.  1^, 
*'  That  the  offences  committed  by  the 
bffieers  in  question  were  of  the  most 
dangerous  aruLwcriminal  nature,  sub- 
versive of  alPl|gpjt,imate  authority,  and 
ought  always  tio  'receive  the  severest 
t)unishmeut  the  court  of  directors  can 
inflict ;  since  lenity  in  such  a  case  to 
individuals  would  prove  most  detri- 
knental  and  pernicious  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  army,  the  ludian  go- 
vernments, and  the  nation.  2nd,  That 
the  measures  adopted  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Fort  St.  George,  with  respect 
to  those  officers,  were,  in  the  circum- 
stances in  which  that  governmedt  was 
placed,  proper  and  necessary.  3rd, 
That  it  Was  pr(>{)er  to  proceed  to 
Ihe  act  of  dismission,  and  that, 
agi^eable  to  the  standing  rules  of  the 
ser^rice,  >^hich  require  notice  of  a 
rootiott'-of  a  dismission,  the  court 
shouNnfe  a  futtkre  day-^ceed  to  the 
act  J  nailiely ,  the  dismission  of  lieute- 
nant colonel  St.  Legtr,  major  de  Mor- 
gan, csptain  Marshal,  captain  Grant, 
and  lieutenant-colonel  Martin.  These 
resolutions  did  not,  however,  pass 
"without  great  opposition^  pnd  dissents 
were  recqisded  against  them  by 
Messrs  HiiffSeston  and  ^Pattison,  prin- 
cipally upon  the  ground  that  it  would 
be  contrary  Co  the  principles  of  justice, 
to  proceed  to  condemn  and  punish, 
without  first  giving  the  parties  under 
judgment  ao  opportunity  of  defending 
themselves.  A  sii^ilar  protest  was 
,  entered  by  -Mr.  Bannerman,  which 
entered  more  particularly  inl^  the  cir- 
cuniHtancex  of  the  questions  at  issue  lye- 
tweed  the  government  of  Madras  and 
the  officers  implicated,  adducing  se- 


REGIST^j^8lO-lI. 

veral  circundftfances  and  afguinebU  ttf 
extenuate  thfe  offensive  part  of  the  con- 
duct bf  those  officers,  and  stating 
doubts  of  the  ptopi-iety  and  policy  ^ 
the  abrupt  and  arbitrary  measures  adopt** 
ed  with  respect  to  them. 

At  a  subsequent  general  court,  held 
on  the  4th  of  April,  1810,  Mr.  Patli- 
son,  pursuant  to  notice,  made  a  tno*  .  m 
tioh,  adArtihg  to  and  infoi'cing  the  ^"^ 
Coaciliatory  spirit  and  the  profession 
of  dntte&ry  contained  in  the  general 
onjtoilssucd  by  lord  Minto,  on  the 
Hih\)(  September,  I8O9,  with  a  view 
to  get  rid  of  the  foregoing  resolution^ 
without  a  formal  rescludment  of  th<if|^ 
and  concluding  with  a  resolution,  lot 
restoring  to  tbdrrank  in  thecompany's 
service,  every  class  of  the  suspended 
officers,  comprehending;.tbe  names  of 
colonel  St.  Leger,  colonel  Martin,  ma- 
jor de  Morgan,  captain  Grant,  colonel 
Capper,  and  major  Boles.  This  mo* 
tion  being  put  to  the  t>alIot  was  nega- 
tived, upop  which  a  fresh  protest  was 
entered  by  Messrs.  Elphinstonie,  Patti* 
son,  Huddleston,  and  Bannerman,  t 
going  more  particularly  into  the  merits 
of  the  cases  of  the  several  officers  dis* 
tinctly  5  and  severely  censuring  the  in* 
temperate  and  hasty  conduct  of  thd 
Madras  government  on  many  pomis, 
and  particularly  for  the  rigours  it  had  in* 
fiicted  without  giving  the  officers  a  trial, 
or  a  hearing.  This  protest  produced 
a  replication  {  from  the  chairman  and 
deputy,  Messrs.  Astell  and  Grant,  vin- 
dicating the  course  of  proceedings  that 
had  been  pursued  by  the  Madras  gp- 
vernment,  in  regard  to  the  officers, 
whose  conduct  was  under  considera- 
tion, and  also  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  directors,  subsequently,  upon 
the  cases  of  those  officers. 

The  several  protests,  inserted  at  length 
in  the  proper  place,  Anticipate  all  that 
ct)uld  be  said  on  the  injustice  of  this 
extraordinar}'  proceeding ;  and  which 
is  rendered  only  the  more  flagrant,by  an  .^ , 
attempt,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
urged  the  motion,  to  fritter  away,%f 
a  s^se  of  half  shame,  and  half  con- 
science, the  plain  and  obvious  intent, 
and  meditated  effect,  of  the  resoluiluns 
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of  which  they  led.  The  hst  of  these, 
^  however,  denouncing  the  punishoient 
to  the  o^ences  already  decided  on«  and 
which  was  ail,  in  the  common  sense  of 
things,  that  remained  now  to  be 
done,  could  not  by  good  fortune,  or 
rather  good  form,  be  finally  passed  in 
the  same  court,  but  was  constrained  to 
stand  over,  on  this  acco.unt  solely,  to 
I  another  meeting  of  the  coLtrJ.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  the  protests  al- 
hided  to  were  placed  on  the  t^le  of 
the  directorS|t- apd  not  only  had  the 
effect  of  defwii^  the  ultimate  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  but  operating  with 

«T  causes,  one  among  which  was 
arrival  in  this  country  of  the  accu- 
sed persons  to  whom  the  penalty  at- 
tached, and  who  bad  not  t>een  heard 
either  in  India  or  here,  opened  the 
whole  ground  of  the  discussion,  as 
affecting  the  cases  in  question,  which 
had  been  decided  so  hastily,  and  so 
peremptorily,  in  the  aggregate  in  the 
firat  instance,  and  induced  an  examt*' 
nation  of  them,  as  we  .shall  hereafter 
see,  separately  and  anew, 

llie  proceedings  at  the  India  house, 
oh  the  military  cases,  from  this  lime 
were  suspended,  and  were  not  again 
taken  up  until  the  end  ,of  the  year 
1810.  The  court  of  directors  even 
then  did  not  resume  the  enquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  the  officers,  suspended 
under  the  order  of  the  1st  of  May,  but 
went  into  the  original  case  of  colonel 
Boles,  who  bad  been  renc|oved  from  his 
office  of  deputy  adjutant-general,  and 
from  his  employment  in  the  service, 
00  the  single  and  singular  accusation  of 
having  signed,  and  circulated  in  his 
official  capacity,  the  orders  of  the  local 
commander-in-chief.  The  particulars 
of  this  curious  case  were  laid  before  the 
reader  at  great  length,  in  the  last 
volume  of  this  work,  and  need  not  be 
here  repeated. 

The  first  impression  on  the  mind 
of  the  court  of  directors,  from  the  cir- 
'  comstances  affecting  colonel  fioles, 
was  expressed  in  a  letter  of  the  29th 
Sepiemt)er,  1B09>  to  the  government 
of  Fort  St.  George,  which  shewed  that 
the  court,  even  on  the  statement  of  the 
Madras  govemmeot,  considered  that 
the  o£cer  in  question  had  be^u  severe- 


ly and  unjustly  treated.  It  wa«,  there- 
fore,  to  tx3  expected,  that  if  Ins  con- 
duct,  at  an  after  period,  should  conie 
to  be  examined  with  the  full  matters 
of  his  defence  before  the  court,  it 
would  meet  a  most  liberal  and  lenient 
consideration. 

The  court  entered  into  this  ultimato 
enquiry,  on  the  20th  of  November* 
ISIO,  and  consumed  that,  and  thre<» 
other  days,  namely,  the  23d  and  2Sth 
NovemtJer,  and  5ih  December  fol- 
jowiiig,  in  reading  official  papers  con- 
nected with  the  case,  and  proposed  •  "  . 
the  12th  December,  on  which  day 
the  court  again  assembled,  for  passing 
their  dnal  judgment  thereon. 

At  this  time  a  motion  was  made  of 
the  following  tenure : 

•*  That  lieutenant-colonel  Thomas 
Boles,  laie  deputy  adjutant-general  on 
the  Madras  establishment,  in  the  man- 
ner of  preparing  aifd  circulating  to  the 
different  stations  of  the  army,  tran- 
scripts of  the  general  order  /bf  lieute- 
nant-general Macdowall.  dated  the 
28ih  January,  ISO9,  and  in  not  only 
entertaining  a  public,  address  to  him 
from  a  combination  of  officers  of  the 
Madras  army,  written  in  declared  op- 
position to  the  auliiority  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Fort  St.  George,  upon  princi- 
ples most  manifestly  seditious,  but  in 
accepting,  as  he  does  not  deny  he  did, 
a  pension  given  to  him  by  otncers,  on 
those  principles,  was  guilty  of  factious 
disrespect,  insubordinatio  .,  and  hosti- 
lity to  the  government  of  Fort  St. 
George,  as  declared  in  the  court's  mi- 
litary letter  of  29ih  September,  I8O9, 
whereby  they  did  on  those  grounds 
suspend  him  from  the  service,  after 
having  removed,  in  their  letter  of  the 
15th  September,  I8O9,  the  suspen- 
sion passed  on  him  by  the  goverumeut 
of  Fort  George,'* 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  alleged 
guilt  of  colonel  Boles,  as  it  is  to  be 
collected  from  the  motion,  had  accu- 
mulated in  a  most  unexpected  and 
unexampled  degree,  since  the  firsc  '  - 
staten\ent  of  it.  in  ll^e  charge  of  Sir  G. 
Barlow.  All  the  new  circumstances^ 
and  aggravation  of  the  case,  wete  now 
suggested  for  the  first  thne  $  and,  it  U 
ob^rvabk,  had  no  manner  of  relaiion 
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with  the  only  act  which  had  induced 
the  original  suspension,  and  on  which 
alone  the  judgment  of  the  court  of 
directors  was  seemingly  required. 

On  this  motion  the  previous  ques* 
tion  was  moved,  and  produced  a  debate, 
that  did  not  (erniiuate  on  the  same 
day,  but  occasioned  an  adjournment  to 
tlie  14th  current,  when  it  was  re- 
sumed.    After  it    had  continued  for 


return  to  India  till  the  pleasure  of  the 
court  of  directors  shall  be  signified  to 
him  to  this  effect/' 

Is  it  necessary  to  comment  on  pro- 
ceedings that  not  only  appear  to  out«> 
rage  all  ordinary  notions  of  justice, 
but  even  to  confound  the  singular  con- 
ceptions of  the  court  of  directors 
themselves  ?  The  task  so  painfiil  and  so 
disgusfing  ii  spared  to  us,  from  the  very 


some  hours,  the  previous  question  was  ample  oMer^ations  made  oo  these  pro- 
ceedings, bjr  several  enli  btened  mem- 
bers Wvthe  court,  in  their  recorded 
disfienls.t  to  which  we  iftxioasljr  refer 
our  readers,  and  proceed  to  the  notice 
of  ulterior  enquiries. 

On  Tnesdajr,  the  26th  March,  iStr, 
the  cases,  of  the  officers  suspended 
by  the  order  of  the  Ist  of  May,  being 
again  brought  under  consideration,  it 
was  resolved  by  the  ballot  that  major 
de  Morgan  was  guilty  of  having  signed 
a  very  improper  and  infiammatory  ad- 
dress  to  lord  Minto,  and  that  he  had 
also  exhibited  a  spirit  deserving  of 
much  reprehension  in  the  prosecution 
of  colonel  Munro ;  and  in  a  letter  to 
colonel  Cuppage,  dated  14th  Aprt)> 
1809;  i^  ^^  ^iBO  resolved  that  captain 
Marshal  appeared  to  the  court  to  be 
guilty  of  having  prepared  copies  of  the 
intcudtd  factious  memorial  to  lord 
Minto,  and  l^ac  this  fact,  which  might 
lead  to  inferences  thai  he  was  further 
concerned  in  the  circumstances  relating 
to  that  paper,  was  yj  itself  sufficient  to 
prove  him  deficient  in  his  duty  in  con« 
cealing  the  knowledge  of  the  proceed- 
ing from  the  government  of  Madras. 
A  resolution  precisely  similar  to  this, 
upon  captain  Marshal's  conduct,  was 
passed  respecting  colonel  Martin,  and 
it  was  resolved  that  captain  Grant  had 
been  guilty  of  a  very  serious  ofience 
against  military  discipline,  and  against 
tile  authority  of  the  legal  government,  in 
signing  an  address  to  major  Boles,  and 
in  the  very  offensive  manner  in  which 
he  introduced  that  paper  to  the  notice 
of  government. 

After  these  resolutions  had  past,  a 
letter  was  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Hnd- 
dlestone,  in  which  he  argues  with 
great  ability  in  extenuation  of  the  con« 
duct  of  the  officers,  and  complains  of^ 


moved  and  put  to  the  ballot,  when  the 
votes  appeared  equal.* 

The  treasurer  was  then  called  io  and 
drew  the  lot,  determining  the  question 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn, 
which  was  also  negatived.  The  origi- 
nal question  was  next  put  -,  and  on  tak- 
ing the  ballot,  the  votes  were  again 
found  to  be  equal,  and  the  treasurer, 
the  ready  expedient,  \yas  resorted  to, 
who  drew  a  lot,  deciding  the  question 
in  the  negative.  One  should  have 
seriously  supposed,  after  the  individual 
had  undergone  this  fiery  ordeal,  that 
no  other  attempt  would  have  been 
made  to  fix  the  criminality  imputed 
by  the  motion  upon  him. 

But  we  are  concerned  to  say,  thai 
the  hopes  and  fortunes  of  this  officer 
were  put  to  the  hazard  of  the  die,  no 
less  than  twice  at  a  succeeding  court- 
day,  the  8th  of  January,  161 1,  when 
1^  again  most  miraculously  escaped.f 

On  the  5lh  of  February,  1811,  the 
court  at  last  came  to  a  determination, 
to  the  leading  principle  of  which 
every  liberal  and  impartial  niind  must 
have  come  by  a  spontaneous  effort  at 
first,  and  which  was  declared  in  the 
following  resolution  : 

"  The  court  having  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  case  of  major 
Boles,  and  having  adverted  to  the  cir- 
cumstance  of  the  court  being  equally 
divided  upon  the  subject  of  the  guilt 
or  iunocence  of  this  officer,  deem  it 
jright  to  lean  to  the  favourable  side  of 
the  question,  at^d  therefore  resolve  that 
hift  suspension  from  the  service  be 
temoved;  but,  as  they  consider  his 
conduct  in  some  particulars  to  be  not 
free  from  hlame,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  he-  should  not  be  permitted  to 

*  Vid.  page.  594;  t  Ibid. 
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and  opposes^  the  arbitrary  nature  of  the 
proceedings  against  them  id  the  court, 
before  any  of  them  bad  arrived  in  £n« 
ghad,  except  colonel  MartiOy  who 
never  had  oolice,  nor  had  ever  been 
called  upon  for  his  defence. 

On  Friday,  the  5th  of  April,  1811, 
the  court  having  met  pursuant  to  a  spe- 
cial summons,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  cases  of  the  officers  in  question, 
a  motion  was  made,  tleclaring  in  sub- 
stance that  the  conduct  of  major  De 
Morgan,  as  atated  in  the  resolution  pf 
the  court,  on  the  26th  March  preced- 
ing, was  such  as  would  have  jiislified 
his  removal  from  the  service ;  but  in 
consideration  of  the  general  influence 
of  the  evil  example  by  which  he  might 
be  soppobcd  to  have  been  led  into  his 
errors,  and  of  the  amnesty  pronounced 
in  tbe  general  orders,  publisbtd  by  lord 
Mintoonthe   25th  September,   I8O9, 
which  was  by  some  persons  supposed , 
fo  extend  to  all  such  offences  as  those 
of  major  De  Mprgan,  it  was  proposed 
that     the   suspension    affecting    bim 
sboold  be  remov^,  but  that  he  should 
not  be  permitted  toreturn  to  India  till 
(he  court^  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 
complete  restoration  of  order  and  mili- 
tary  subordioaiioo  at   Madras  should 
have  rendered  such,  a  measure  consis- 
tent with  that'  support,  which  it  was 
the  paramount  duty  of  the  court  at  all 
times  to  give  to  the  civil  adihorities. 

Upon  this  motion  an  amendment 
was  moved,  the  form  of  which  was 
more  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  tbe 
amnesty  referred  to ;  conveying  a  mere 
format  reprioaand,  and  expressing  a 
full  confidence  that  the  ^leniency  and 
moderation,  evinced  in  this  proceed- 
ing, would  excite  in  the  objects  of  them 
a  corresponding  sense  of  gratitude  and 
devotion  to  tbe  company's  service. 
This  amendment  was  negatived,  and 
tbe  original  naotion  was  affirmed  by  tbe 
ballot.  Similar  resolutions  were,  at 
the  same  time,  adopted,  respecting 
captain  Marshal,  lieut.-col.  Martin, 
a»d  captain  Grant.  Tbe  case  of  the 
honourable  lieut.-col.  Sainlleger  was 
reserved  for  future  discussion. 

In  this  summary  we  have  thought  it 
necessary   to  notice  particularly  only 
the  nxKt  important  of  the  discussions 
Vol.   12. 


which  took  place  in  the  court  upon 
this  interesting  and  long-agitated  sob* 
ject  5  we  have,  tberrfore,  selected 
those  instances  in  which  tbe  points 
brought  under  consideration  were  of  such 
consequence,  and  urged  so  forcibly,  that 
the  authority  of  the  chairman  and  the 
deputy,  and  the  power  of  tlie  majority, 
were  often  compelled  to  explain  and 
justify  to  the  reason  of  the  smaller 
number  ^  insomuch  that,  at  the  end,  it 
appeared  as  if  their  own  sense  of  jus- 
tice reproached  them  with  wrongs  com- 
mitted by  their  pride  in  upholding, 
through  consistency,  a  rigour  which 
their  Consciences  could  not  approve. 
The  tenacity  and  contentiousness  of 
the  spirit  of  controversy  on  both  sides, 
may  be  estimated  not  only  from  tbe 
frequent  and  protracted  debates  without 
coming  to  any  decisive  result;  but, 
still  more,  from  the  extent  of  the 
papers  in  which  their  mutual  asser-* 
tions,  inferences,  and  exceptions,  were 
interchanged*  and  placed  in  the  shape 
of  general  appeals  before  the  court  $ 
whence  they  come  now  before  the 
public  and  before  posterity,  we  fear, 
without  any  reason  to  hope  that  they 
will  add  much  to  tbe  reputation  of  that 
assembly.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  cite^ 
by  way  of  illustration,  one  instance, 
in  which  the  chairman  and  deputy,  ^ 
being  charged  with  clidTuseness  of  *bis 
kind,  excuse  themselves  by  stanng, 
that  they  bad  six  dissents  to  answer, 
containing]  14  f'x>lscap  pages,  and  to  go 
besides  into  a  general  \'c\  iew  of  the 
causes  and  progress  of  the  disturbances 
at  Madras,  with  tne  events  of  the  par- 
ties concerned  in  them,  which  made 
it  necessary  to  fill  103  demy  pages  ^ 
at>d  these  103  had,  it  seems,  been 
extended  to  208  foolscap  pages  in  the 
copy  made  for  the  use  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  charge.  It  is 
eaiy  to  permve  that,  in  a  coiirrover:y 
carried  on  in  this  manner,  neither  party 
isjikely  to  yield  to  the  other  :  the  heat 
and  pride  of  argunoentation  harden  the 
purpose  and  inflame  tbe  animosity  of 
the  parties  contending.  The  lenity 
which  good  policy,  as  well  as  good 
natural  feeling,  attach  to  pubhc  jus- 
tice, is  lost  sight  of  in  tbe  Obcentatious' 
pursuit  of  consistency ;  and  even  tiixie 
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itself,  which  should  produce  reflection, 
moderation,  forgiveness,  and  oblivion, 
has  onlv  ihe  'effect  of  reviving  rigo-  r, 
and  preventing  the  extinnion  of  pas- 
sion and  prejudice.  In  all  public  con- 
flicts, in  which  the  reconciliation  of  the 
parties  becooies  essen'ial  to  the  inte- 
rests and  safety  of  the  state,  oblivion  of 
the  past  is  the  best  and  only  sure  foun- 
dation of  security  for  the  future  ;  but, 
wnhappily,  in  all  the  proceedings  of 
those  in  authority,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  respecting  the  lamentable 
struggle  at  Madras,  every  step  taken 
has  been  directed  to  resuscitate  and  to 
add  eternal  rancour  to  the  remnants  of 
the  malignant  impressions  created  by 
those  sad  events.  Ft  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  the  records  of  these  proceedings 
will  exhibit  them,  aswe  thinkfhey  must, 
as  evils  most  carefully  to  be  avoided  by 
posterity  ;  and  that  future  governors  of 
India,  and  future  directors  of  the  East 
India  company,  if  not  enlightened  by 
examples  of  wisdom  and  beneficence,- 
left  to  them  by  the  gorernt)r8  and  di- 
rectors of  the  present  day,  will  at  le-ist 
be  preserved  from  many  a  misfortune, 
by  taking  warning  from  the  monu- 
ments of  mischief  erected  -for  their 
instruction  ;  so,  much  to  the  cost  and 
sorrow  of  the  generation  in  which  we 
live. 

If  we  decline  all  observation  on  the 
merits  of  the  numerous  military  cases, 
t  hat  yet  a  wait  the  decision  of  the  court  of 
directors,  our  motives  must  be  obvious. 
These  depend  wholly  on  the  disposition 
of  the  court,  and  we  should  be  sorry  to 
irritate  it  by  any  unpalatable,  and, 
under  circunistauces,  perhaps,  unsea- 
"rotiaWe  remarks. 

'«'ne  time  of  the  court  of  directors, 
and  proprietors,  was  occupied  also  by 
co:!siddrations  connected  with  the 
general  state  of  their  affairs,  and  the 
iji  i..  )8al  of  the  patronage  of  the  com- 
\yn>^-  The  latter  gave  rise  to  the  re^ 
iic'V'^l  of  the  question,  which  had  been 
miiol.  debated  in  the  preceding  year,  of 
tlie  propriety  of  re-admitting,  without 
a  p;evious  return  to  England,  the 
w^iters  and  cadets,  into  the  East  India 
company's  service,  who  had  been  dis- 
misstfd  on  acconnt  of  the  use  of  undue 
xufiuence  in  proctiring  their  original 


appointments.  On  calmer  and  mora 
dispassionate  reflection,  and  after 
frequent  discussion  on  the  subject,  it 
was  iit  length  admitted,  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  persist,  in  all  cases,  on  the 
application  of  the  strict  letter  of  the 
resolutions,  pronouncing  the  necessity 
of  an  absolute  rerall  of  the  parties  from 
India,  but  to  suffer  those,  to  whom  no 
active  participation  in  the  original 
abuse  attached,  to  continue  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  benefits  of  the  ser- 
vice, on  the  fresh  appointment  of  a 
direct jr  The  humanity  of  individual 
proprietors  and  directors  would  have 
extended  the  principle  to  the  whole  of 
the  dismissed  servants,  but  it -was  not 
thought  advisable  to  hazard  the  suc- 
cess of  the  several  restorations  recom- 
mended by  any  general  proposition; 
but  to  trAist  to  after  circumstances  and 
impressions,  and  the  weight  of  the 
precedent  established,  for  the  extension 
of  its  principle.  In  consequence  of 
the  favourable  disposition,  now  mani- 
fested, two  gentlemen  were  re-admitted 
as  writers  and  one  as  cadet,  preparing 
the  way,  one  would  hope,  for  a  re-ad- 
mission, at  no  distant  day,  of  all  the 
innocent  parlies,  who  had  fallen  under 
the  severity  of  a  penalty,  which  should 
have  attached  only  to  the  guilty. 

The  state  of  the  finances  of  the  East 
India  cotnpany  required  a  share  of  the 
attention  of  the  court  of  directors,  and 
led  to  the  determination  of  a  further 
appeal  lo  parliament  fcr  pecuniary 
assistance/  The  pressure  of  atlairs 
which  induced  the  application,  on  ihe 
present  occasion,  was  stated  by  the 
directors  to  be  temporary  merely,  and 
to  be  prodaced  by  circumstances  that 
were  not  likt- ly  to  recur.  The  diffi- 
culties of  tlie  company  were  alleged 
to  arise,  first,  from  excessive  and  un- 
exampled drafts  made  in  the  two  last 
years  on  the  court  of  directors,  amount- 
ing to  4,764,94c/.  part  of  the  Indian 
debt  incurred  in  the  course  of  several 
wars  and  expeditions  carried  on  against 
Indian  powers;  and  as  the  condition 
ultider  which  .the  greater  part  of  that 
debt  was  contracted,  allowed  an  option 
to  the  subscribers  to  be  paid  at  any 
time  by  bills  of  exchange  tipoo  the 
court  of  directors  in  England^  tbcic 
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drafts  had  now  come  upon  them,  and 
could  not  have  been  prevented.  2ncl. 
From  the  unexpected  calamities  that 
had  befailen  the  cotnpany's  shipping  in 
the  two  previous  years,  whereby  they 
had  experienced  a  direct  loss  of 
1,048,077/  These  and  other  events, 
that  had  tended  to  embarrass  the  com- 
pany at  the  instant,  were  succinctly  set 
forth  in  a  petition,*  which  wns  sub- 
mitted to  the  approbation  of  the  pro- 
prietors, and  adopted  by  the  latter  body 
without  any  nice  discussion. 

But  the  prayer  or  object  of  the  peti- 
tion, which  soliciteil  a  transfer  of  one 
million  and  a  half  bteriing  from  the  na- 
tional to  the  private  treasury  of  the  East 
India  company,  did  not  meet  quite  so 
ready  an  acceptation  by  the  Hpuse  of 
Commons,  to  whom  it  was  in  the  first 
place  preferred,  or  on  a  re-considerarion 
of  its  merits  at  an  after  period  by  ihe 
House  of  Lords.  Some  inquiry  was  made 
in  both  houses  of  Parliament  into  ,the 
truth  of  the  allegations  of  the  petition, 
and  into  the  foreign  and  domestic  cir- 
cumstances of  the  company,  and  the 
consequent  probability  of  the  telurn  of 
the  money,  requested  on  loan.  Every 
one  of  the  points  involved  were  inves- 
tigated, and  gave  rise  to  debate — but 
this  was  not  carried  to  any  great  length, 
from  ih^  want  of  fuller  information 
00  many  important  heads,  which  was 
expected  ultimately  to  be  derived  from 
the  labors  of  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  were  in  the  progress 
of  an  actual  and  close  enquiry  into  the 
general  ailairs  of  the  company,  at  the 
time  w^hen  the  petition  was  presented. 
On  a  primd  facie  statement  of  assets 
by  the  East  India  company,  and  a  rea- 
sonable presumption,  apparent  on  an 
enquiry,  of  their  suiHciency  for  the 
repayment  uf  the  money  in  question, 
the  requisite  sum  was  voted,  but  not 
without  producing  a  laboured  dissent 
from  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  ,•  which 
will  be  Ibtuid  at  length  in  the  account 
of  tho  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Lords. 

The  present  session  of  parliament 
was  distinguished  by  a  minute  and 
unwearied  regard  to  the  finances  and 


circumstances  of  the  company.  A 
select  committee,  consisting  of  twenty 
one  well-intormed  members,  was  ap« 
pointed,  as  will  be  observed  in  the 
parliamentary  proceedings,  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  session,  to 
make  enquiry  into  these  mixed  and 
intricate  subjects,  which  pursued  its 
commission  with  a  diligence  and  perse- 
verance that  .could  not  be  exceeded. 
They  were  aided  in  their  investigation 
by  two  dig-sied  and  able  statements, 
drawn  up  othaally  under  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  and  presented  by 
their  secretary  to  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  under  the  com- 
prehensive title  ot  au  exposition,  and 
supplement,  of  the  slate  of  the  compa- 
ny's finances  at  home  and  abroad.  The 
first  of  these  papers  was  i^esented  to  a 
former  committee  in  1808,  and  afford- 
ed a  general  and  methodised  view  of  the 
pecuniary  concerns  of  the  company,  so 
far  as  they  could  be  ascertained  at  that 
period  — and  the  supplement,  carried 
down  the  detail  so  far  as  it  could  be 
pursued  from  otlicial  and  forthcoming 
documenU,  to  the  ipih  of  April,  1810, 
the  date  of  this  second  paper.  These 
were  not  required,  for  the  purpose 
solely  of  elucidating  the  necessity  of 
the  loan,  and  the  prospect  of  its  repay- 
ment} but  for*  the  more  important 
object  of  illustrating  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  company's  affairs  j  previ- 
ous to  the  consideration  of  the  policy, 
at  a  future  season,  not  very  distant,  of 
the  renewal  of  the  company's  charter. 
As  such  a  consideration,  come  when 
it  may,  must  embrace  a  most  extensive 
field  of  enquiry,  it  would  naturally  give 
a  latitude  to,  and  direct  the  course  of 
the  antecedent  investigation  of  the 
committee ;  who  appear,  in  what  they 
have  already  perfected,  to  have  consi- 
dered the  importance  ot  their  trust, 
and  not  to  have  beeii  deterred  by  the 
complexity  and  extent  of  it,  from 
endeavours  to  fulfil  it  to  the  utmost. 
During  a  single  session,  they  appear  to 
have  made  three  distinct  reports ;  all  of 
them  instructive,  but  the  latter  pecu- 
liary  interesting,  from  the  various 
informatioc^  contained  in  it,  and  from 


•  Vide  State  Papers,  p.  p8i-2> 
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the  maDner  io  whiqh  it  is  conveyed 
As  all  of  these  are  inserted  at  length 
with  the  exception  of  the  appendices, 
among  the  state  papers,  it  would  seem 
unnecessary,  in  this  place,  to  take  any 
distinct  notice  of  theoi  ;  and  more  par- 
ticularly as  we  may  be  required,  here- 
after, to  go  minutely  into  their  con- 
tents, when  the  enquiry  shall  be  com- 
pleted, and  shall  lay  all  matters  bare 
before  the  public,  and  enable  it  to 
decide  a  question,  as  important  and 
embarrassing,  as  ever  presented  itself 
for  discussion. 

The  House  of  Commons  also  enter- 
tained motions  for  papers,  relative  to 
the  expedition  against  Macao,  which 
had  been  undertaken,  and  suddenly 
abandoned  by  Admiral  Drury^  as 
mentioned  in  a  preceding  volume  ;  and 
to  the-  dissensions  that  had  recently 
existed,  in  the  m^ilitary  and  civil 
branches  of  the  service,  at  the  presi- 
dency of  Madras.  The  papers  on  the 
first  subject  were  refused  j  but  on  the 
second  were  most  readily  granted  ;  on 
a  general  impression  on  the  House  of 
the  necessity  of  an  enquiry  into  trans- 
actions, that  had  touched  the  interests 
of  the  East  Itldia  Company,  in  a  vital 
part,  and  might  relatively  affect  them, 
even  to  a  more  extensive  and  alarming 
degree.  As  connected  with  the  latter 
discrlption  of  papers,  Mr.  Creevy  stat- 
ed his  intention  of  moving,  at  a  future 
occasion,  for  the  recall  of  Sir  G.  Bar- 
low ^  to  whose  injudicious  measures' he 
ascribed  the  past  evils,  and  the  appre- 
hended consequences.  But  the  session 
passed  away,  and  another  has  succeeded, 
without  such  intention  having  been 
acted  on. 

But  though  the  judgment  of  the 
country  on  these  transactions,  and  the 
actors  in  them,  is  not  yet  pronounced, 
the  agitation  of  the  questions  related 
with  them  has  not  passed  without  its 
use,  if  it  produce  nothing  more,  than 
the  information  thrown  out  in  the 
progress  of  the  discusksions,  by  certain 
members  of  the  house,  who  appear  to 
be  conversant  with  Indian  subjects,  and 
peculiarly  advised  of  the  feelings  and 
sentiments  of  the  Indian  army.  Among 
these  Sir  Hmry  Montgomery  j^naci" 


pally  distinguished  himself  by  his  state-- 
ments  respecting  the  common  opixiion 
of  Sir  G.  Barlow*s  administration,  the 

general  irritation  of  the  public  mind 

and  the  known  causes  that  produced  it. 
Nor  did   the  tionourable  bar6net  con- 
tent himself  w  ith  these  statements,  an<i 
the  buggebtion  ot  such  counsel  as  ap- 
peared applicable  in  his  contemplatiou, 
to  the  exjhiiag  state  of  things — but  he 
took  all  the  pains   in  his  power,    for 
which  the  court  of  directors  and  the 
coropanys    army   .  ugiit    to    consider 
them!»elves  much  indu'oted   to  him,    to 
effect  a  practical  ^^ood,  by  the  renooval 
ot  a  great  and  tixed  cause  of  di!»coiuent, 
long    rankling    in  the    mind   of  the 
local   military,  respecting  the  relative 
rank  ot    the    king's    and    compaoj's 
pfficers.      This  he  proposed  to  remedy  . 
by  settling  the  comparative  rank  of  the 
two  services  on  broad  and  equitable 
principles;  which   would  obviate   the 
present   misunderstandings  and  future 
occasions     of     dissatisfaction.     Wiih 
this  intent  he   endeavoured  to  iotrp- 
duce  a  clause  into    the  mutiny  act, 
regulating  the  command  of  the  diffe* 
rent  description  of  officers,  by  the  reUi- 
tive  dates  of  their  commissions— aod 
supported  the  view  he  took  of  the  sub- 
ject, by  a  very  intelligent  and  impressive 
speech.    The  proposed  clause  was  op- 
posed by  the  president  of  the  board  of 
controul,  and,  it  is  with  regret  we  add, 
was  ultimately  unsuccessful. 

A  further  specification  of  the  sub* 
jects  that  have  fallen,  within  the  inter- 
val embraced  by  our  review,  under  the 
consideration  of  the  authorities  appoint- 
ed to  direct  and  controul  the  govern- 
ments of  India,  would  not  seem  to  be 
required  of  us  -,  since  we  have  treated 
the  leading  particulars  at  great  length, 
in  a  former  volume,  and  have  introduc- 
ed into  the  present  an  ample  account 
of  the  discussions  at  the  India  House 
and  in  Pifliament,  which  have  subse- 
quently grown  out  of  them,  and  which 
constiiuit  so  large  a  pof  tiou  of  the  suc- 
ceeding sheets.  1  hese  must  now  be 
left  to  make  their  own  impressions, 
and  to  correct  any  partial  error  obser* 
vdble  in  ours. 
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January  2.*-Tbearni3r>  assembled  on 
the  southern  frootier  of  Bundlecund^ 
,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Martindell,  was  formed  into  bri- 
gades on  the  10th  ultimo,  at  Soopah, 
in  the  following  order ; 
Lieutenant-colonel  Martindell,    com- 

roanding  the  forces. 
Lieutenant  G.  H.  Glover,  17th  N,  I. 

brigade-major. 

Cavalry  Brigade. — l9t  regiment 
Native  cavalry,  lieutenant  -  colonel 
Brown. — 5th  regiment  Native  cavalry, 
lieutenant-colonel  Fawcctt. — 6th  re- 
giment native  cavalry,  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Houston 

First  Brioadb  of  Infantry.-— 
Ueutenant-colonel  Ma  why,  H.  M.  53d 
foot, — brigade-major  lieutenant  Chip- 
nel,  53d  foot, — brigade  quarter  roaster 
lieutenant  Greenbridge,  53d  foot — ist 
battalion  53d  foot,  major  Mansell— • 
Ut  battalion,  I7ih  N.  I.  major  Car- 
penter—ist  battalion,  25kl  N.  I.  major 
Wood. 

Sbcovd  Brigade  of  Infantry. — 
lieptenant-colonel  Dauvergne,  26th 
regiment.  Native  Infantry, — brigade 
major  lieutenant  Dickson,  26th  regi- 
tnent  Native  Infantry — brigade-quar* 
ter-niaster  lieutenant  Barton,  26th 
ftgiiucnt  Native  Infantry — 1  st  battalion 
^^,  (volunteers)  lieutenant-colonel 
Arnold- 1st  battalion  26th,  Native 
Infaotry,  captain  Lamb. 

Park  of  Artillbry.— Captain- 
lieotenant  E.  Graham. 

liNoiNRERS,*— Ensign  Morrison. 

One  subaltern  artillery  officer,  and  3 
Proportion  of  field  pieces,  attached  to 
each  corps. 

Lieutenant  Baddeley  and  a  detach- 
'^^t  of  pioneers ;  and  ab  officer  of  en- 

Vot.  12. 


gineers  (Morrison)  with  a  detachment 
of  miners  or  sappers. 

Major  Kelly's  (or  4th)  light  brigade, 
consisting  •f  10  companies,  but  not 
brigaded — On  the  march  to  form  the 
advanced  guard. 

The  whole  of  the  above  force  march* 
ed  from  their  ground  at  Soopah,  on  the 
12th  ultimo,  vid  Siranagur;  and  on 
the  lOth  encamped  at  Chatterpore, 
One  complete  company  of  European 
artillery,  with  a  battering  train,  inarch* 
ed  from  Cawnpore,  the  end  of  Novem* 
ber,  for  Soopah,  but  were  detained  at 
Calpee.  The  rains  in  Bundiecund, 
from  the  first  till  the  1 2th  of  l^t  month, 
were  heavy  and  incessant. 

Jan.  6.-T— Letters  received  in  the 
course  of  last  week  from  Oude,  meh- 
tion  a  very. serious  commotion,  which 
had  arisen  in  the  district  of  Sicrora,  iu 
consequence  of  the  refractory  conduct 
of  the  Rajah  of  Nanparah,  a  principal 
zemindar  in  the  vizier's  dominipns* 
Six  companies  of  the  2nd  battalion  of 
the  16th  Native  In^try,  with  three 
ftix-pounders,  under  the  command  of 
major  Bird  of  that  corps,  marched 
against  Nanparah  some  time  ago ;  i)\xt 
it  being  found  that  the  fort  was  of  v^ry 
considerable  strength,  and  provided  with 
cannon,  and  the  garrison  shewing  g 
determination  to  stand  a  siege,  it  was 
afterwards  deemed  necessary  to  order 
a  larger  force  into  the  field.  Accord- 
ingly, a  detachment,  composed  of  the 
1st  battalion  of  the  9th  Native  infan* 
try,  sis  companies  of  the  2nd  of  .the 
I6th,  three  companies  of  the  2nd  of 
the  4th,  and  two  of  the  1st  of  the  21st, 
with  two  troops  of  the  3 Ist  regiment .' 
of  Native  cavalry,  and  a  proportionate 
train  of  battering  guns,  was   formed 
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under  the  commaod  of  Iteatenant- 
^okmel  M'Grath.  This  detachment 
obtained  possession  of  the  fort,  without 
loss,  on  the  night  of  the  ]  7th  ultimo, 
the  rebels  having  decamped,  under  ttie 
apprehension  of  the  assault,  which  it 
was  proposed  to  attempt  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day.  The  captors  found  a 
large  depot  of  grain  in  the  fortress ; 
from  which  it  was  concluded,  ihaf  the 
besieged  had  resolved  to  hold  out  to  the 
last:  and  they  probably  would  have 
done  so,  but  for  the  alarm  excited  by 
the  novel  sight  of  b«ittering  cannon  and 
howitzers  served  by  Europeans. 

In  consetjuenceof  these  commotions, 
the  2nd  battalion  of  the  27th  was 
ordered  to  Sicrora  ;  andtwocompa* 
nies  of  the  Ibl  ot  the  9th  posted  at 
Byramghaut.  * 

Jan.  10 — The  Delhi  ackbars,  re- 
ceived two  days  ago^  stale,  that  on  the 
2^lh  of  Uamzan,  a  battle  was  fought 
between  Shuja  ul  Mulk,  the  late  king 
of  Cabul,  and  his  brother  Mahmiid. 
^  On  the  first  day,  the  victory  was  ob* 
iHined  by  the  troops  of  Shnjs  ulMulk  ; 
h'U  f^uioh  Kluin  and  l.^hak  Kai  defeat- 
h\g  :])f  king,  and  joiniiig  Shah  Mah- 
miid, *V  set'ond  and  Ftill  mure  severe 
•liattle  Wih  toui:^!^  in  whicti  Shnja  ul 
Mulk  was  totriily  deiented,  with  the 
ioss  of  Guli«»tat  lvhan»  Sultan  Mahmud 
Klian,  the  Hakim  of  Cashmire,  and 
:»nbd.il  Khan,  brother  of  the  same 
Hakim,  wounJed,  besides  many  others 
After  this  defeat,  Shuja  iTl  Mulk 
proccTdcd  from  Candah^r,  to  the  In- 
dus, with  such  expedition,  that  he 
arrived  there  in  eight  days,  accom- 
panied bv  Yahun  Khan  and  Mahummed 
Khan,  the  brothersof  Shumsher  Khan, 
the  vizir,  wlio  fell  in  a  former  battle  ; 
gnd  Abdullah  Khan,  and  some  other 
followers,  amoiiniing  in  all  to  19.5. 
On  reaching  the  bitnk  of  the  river, 
opposije  to  Bhakhor,  a  messenger  was 
dispatched  to  Nawaub  Surbulend 
Khan,  to  advise  him  of  the  state  pf 
$hnja  ul  Mulk*s  affairs,  and  requesting 
that  he  and  his  followers  might  be  |)cr-» 
mitlcd  to  pasjs  the  river  without  mo- 
Ipstation,  which  was  readily  agreed  to> 
and  the  king  entered  the  city  in  dis- 
gime,  but  soon  afterwards  made  him- 
5^8*1  f  known. 


Runjeet  Sing  bad  returned  to  La- 
bore,  after  possessing  himself  of  Ker- 
grakut,  by  stratagem ;  bis  troops  nov 
occupy  that  place. 

Last  Wednesday  morning,  between 
eight  and  nine  o^clock,  the  southern 
portico  of  the  town  hall  of  Calcutta 
gave  way,  and  suddenly  came  to  th^ 
ground.  Fortunately,  from  tlie  early 
hour  at  which  this  accident  occurred, 
the  bricklayers  and  other  workmen  enn- 
ployed  on  the  buildings  were  not  at 
work,  so  that  the  only  loss  or  injury 
arising  was  confined  to  tlie  edifice  itself. 
On  taking  the  levels,  the  fotjndation 
was  foond  to  have  given  way,  insomuch 
that  the  walls  of  the  southern  front 
were  four  inches  lower  than  the  centre ; 
and  those  of  the  rorthem  front,  two 
inches  lower  than  the  level  of  the  cen- 
tre of  the  building.  It  is  thought  pro- 
bable that  the  building  will  require  to 
be  removed  to  its  foundation. 

Jan.  11. — Letters  from  the  camp  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Sciudia,  of  so  late  a  date 
as  the  24th  of  December,  state  tha^ 
chieftain  to  be  then  at  Tirail,  a  place  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Shahpoorah. 

Graeme  Mercer,  Esq.  the  British  re- 
sident at  Scindiah*s  court,  accompanied 
by  W.  Lindsay,  Esq.  assistant  to  the 
embassy,  arrived  in  camp,  from  Cal* 
cutta^  on  the  ipth  ultimo,  and  was 
admitted  to  his  first  audience  of  the 
Maharajah  on  the  22d. 

Th^  reports  then  prevalent  in  this 
quarter,  respecting  the  movements  of 
Meer  Khan,  were  so  extremely  various 
and  contradictory,  that  no  correct  or 
certain  inference  could  be  formed  with 
respect  to  them. 

Accordii»g  to  advices  received  last 
week  from  Loodeaunah,  Runjeet  Sing 
was  then  at  Lahore,  having  returnetl 
from  his  campaign  against  the  chief- 
tains of  the  hills. 

It  would  appear,  that  Soojah-ul- 
Mulk  still  continued  to  maintain  4 
strenuous,  but  unsuccessful,  struggle 
for  his  monarchy,  in  the  northern  dis- 
tricts of  Caridahar. 

Jan.  20.— The  detachment,  under 
lieutenant-colonel  M'Gratb,  has  been 
engaged  in  operations  against  the  for- 
tress of  Puragpoor,  which  they  carried 
by  wault.  00  the  4th  current^  but  p^t 
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without  the  km  of  two  officen,  and 
about  fifty  Sepoys.  Lieoteoants  Sa- 
tnoel  Woolley  and  W.  H.  Dickson,  of 
the  l8t  battalion  gth  regiooent  of  Na- 
tive infimtTy,  two  yonng  men  of  great 
gallantry  and  promise,  fell  in  the  at- 
tack. The  detachment  still  reroaioed 
before  Paragpoor,  on  the  7th  current. 

Jan.  21. — According  to  a  letter 
from  Agra,  of  the  2d  current,  the  cold 
was  so  intense,  that  the  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  stood,  on  that  day,  at  the 
almost  incredibly  low  point  of  31^ 
degrees^  or  half  a  degree  below  the 
freezing  point. 

Jan.  23.— In  a  letter  of  the  12lh 
current,  from  Scindeah*s  camp,  it  is 
stated,  that  Ameer  Khan  was  at  that 
time  in  the  Bopal  district,  fiopal  is  a 
small  state,  situated  on  the  south-west 
frontier  of  Bundlecund,  about  50  coss 
south  of  Jbanu.     An  understanding  is 


supposed  to  subsist  between  the  Ka 

jah  and  the  M  ahratta  chieftain.    These 

jKXSountsconfirmthereportof  a  second  , 

engagement  between  the  followers  of  ^unna  Rajah  were  taken  j 

Ameer  Khan  and  the  Berar  troops^    aumbuksh,  with  about   one 


Jah.  25. — Letters  from  Bundle- 
oind  state,  that  a  strong  party  of  light 
infantry  and  horse,  under  the  comr 
mand  of  that  active  officer  major 
Kelly,  had  been  detached  oi>  the  6th 
of  January,  from  colonel  vMartindell's 
army  and  were  to  cross  the  Kayn  river 
on  the  following  day.  The  object  of 
this  movement  was  tp  repel  an  intnir- 
sion  made  by  Gopaul  8ing,— a  bold 
and  enterprizing  chieftain,  who  some 
time  ago  occupied  the  Kotrah  district 
in  that  province,  but  was  deposed  by 
the  British  governmenti  in  favour  of 
Bukhelbuilee,  the  rightful  proprietor. 
GopnnI  Sing,  having  entered  the  dif- 
trict  with  a  force  of  cavalry  and  infan* 
try,  had  obtained  an  unexpected  vic- 
tory over  the  united  troops  of  Kishore 
Sing,  of  Punna,  Soneesat,  Rajahram, 
an^  Purseram,  together  with  a  consi- ' 
derable  body  of  matchlock-men  from 
Banda,— the  whole  under  the  com- 
mand of  Imaumbuksh  Khan.  In  thia 
affair,    two  guns    belonging    to  .the 

and  Im« 
hundred 


which  had  terminated  to  the  disadvan-  pf  his  men,  was  killed.    Double  that 

tage  of  the  former.     In  tliis  last  en-  numt>er  were  wounded.    Major  Kelly, 

ooonter,  Aooeer,  it  is  said,  lost  many  of  havine  moved  from  Chatterpore,  pru<- 

his  Sirdars,  and  about  five  hundred  of  ceeded  rapidly  to  the  entrance  of  the 


hh  men,  besides  two  pieces  of  artil 
lery.  The  letter  adds,  that  the  Khan 
hioiself  was  wounded  with  a  spear,  in 
the  heat  of  the  battle. 

Fonner  accounts  left  Ameer  Khan 
on  the  banks  of  the  Nerbnddab,  at  no 
great  distance  from  Gurrah  Mundelah ; 
but  it  would  appear,  fttMn  those  now 
feoeived,  that  he  has,  since  that  time, 
been  moving  rapidly  in  a  retrogade 
direction.  He  is  attended  by  his  horse 
only;  his  brigade  of  regular  infantry 
heing  occupied  at  present  in  the  coun- 
try of  Joudpore.  I'hey  have  received 
orders,  it  is  said,  to  join  him»  but  have 
refused  to  march,  until  their  arrenr^t 
shall  be  paid.  The  Khan  is  wiiboiit 
money.  Since  the  late  battle,  his 
standard  has  been  deserved  by  the 
Piodarrees  and  Dukkannees,  who 
form  so  large  a  portion  of  bis  fol- 
lowers ;  and,  considering  the  desperate 
state  of  his  resources,  there  is  every 


ghauts  $  and,  on  the  1 1th  current, 
after  a  march,  rendered  particularly 
fatiguing  by  the  nature  of  the  country, 
reached  Salyha  and  Gung,  where 
Gopaul  Sing  had  taken  post  after  his 
victory.  Unfortunately,  however,  he 
was  a  day  too  late;  Gopaul  having 
received  previous  information  of  the 
design,  that  was  on  foot,  to  inter- 
cept htm,  moved  up  the  Ghauts 
on  the  10th,  with  the  whole  of  his 
plimdt'r.  On  the  12tb,  intelligence 
was  brought  to  major  Kelly,  that  a 
body  of  Gopa^rs  people  had  again 
descended  the  Ghauts,  and  taken  post 
at  three  different  places.  The  major 
instantly  proceeded^  with  a  troop  of 
cavdlrv  and  120  light  infantry,  io  the 
ho|)e  of  surprizing  them.  They  did 
not  wait  iris  approach,  however,  but 
fied  up  the  second  range  of  Ghauts. 
Their  chokies  were  taken,  and  they 
were  closely  pursued  to  ifee  entrance 


probability  that  his  whole  force  will    of  the  Mootmoorro  Ghaut, 
dwindle  in  a  short  time  to  nothing.  This  service  being  perfonQed,  major 
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Kelly**'  detachment  received  orders 
to  rejoin  the  main  body  under  colonel 
Martindell  ;  and,  on  the  l^lh  of 
January,  they  were  again  as  far  as 
Henouty,  on  their  return  to  Chat<- 
terpore.  The  1st  battalion  of  the  l6ib 
Native  infantry  were  appointed  to 
protect  the  country,  during  the  ab- 
sence of  colonel  Maniudell's  army, 
from  the  further  inroads  of  the  ban- 
ditti ',  and,  with  that  view,  had  march- 
ed towards  the  entrance  of  the  Ghauts. 
They  reached  Kokhereltee,  on  the  15th 
current. 

The  scene  of  these  operations  is  de- 
scribed as  a  very  fine  country,  but.  not 
very  fully  peopled.  The  property  of 
the  peasants  had  suffered  considerably, 
from  the  depredat'ons  of  Gopaul  Sing. 
Bukhelbullee  was  on  a  pilgrimage  at 
Benares. 

BENGAL 

Occurrences  for  February. 

Feb.  3. — The  latest  accounts,  from 
the  Douab,  supply  additional  proofs  of 
the  singular  intensity  of  the  cold, 
vhidi  has  been  i»x|)ei  ienced  during 
fiic  present  yi'ar,  in  the  up[)er  pro- 
Mnees.  In  the  nei^hl>ouih(K)d  of 
Aliitira,  a  large  portion  of  the  indigo 
weed,  nnd  all  the  cuilon-plant,  which 
>r.jvived  ii»e  lirsi  rigours  of  the  season, 
:*  :w  latterly  been  destroyed  by  the 
f<jsi, 

Feb.  4. —  A  drej<!ful  alarm  was 
excited  on  the  evening  of  Thursday 
last,  ill  tin-  neit^hUuirhood  of  Kalee. 
A  Sepoy  belonging  to  the  Calcutta 
Native  miliiia  (under  the  intlu- 
ctico,  it  i'i.supp(\<»cd,  of  a  paroxysm  of 
nudness,)  ru-»hefl,  with  a  drawn  tulwar' 
in  his  han<!,  ;imot>g  the  people  in  the 
street,  attd  I  lid  ..bout  hiui  with  a  fury 
which  qaickiy  dispeised  ilie  b)-siand- 
cTs.  One  uuroruuir.ie  man  was  killed  ; 
his  head  b.^ing  nearly  be>erc*i  iVom  his 
bo'\y  by  a  single  litmke  of  the  weapon, 
wliich  was  unhappily  wielde^l  with 
all  that  dexterity  for  which  the  people 
of  the  military  cast  in  this  country 
are  so  remarkable.  Another  was 
carried  to  the  general  liospital  with 
both  his  hands  nearly  cut  olV  at  the 
wrist,  and  a  dreadful  wound  on  either 


breast,  clote  to  the  shoolder.  Af^er 
clearing  the  spot  of  every  haraan  crea- 
ture, the  maniac  next  turned  his  rage 
upon  the  quadrupeds  ;  and  several 
luckless  goats  had  fallen  uikler  his  tul- 
war, before  his  career  w?s  stopped  by 
the  Burkendasses  of  the  neighbouring 
Cutcherry  of  the  judge  of  the  twenty- 
four  Pergunnahs,  who  at  length  dis- 
armed and  secured  him. — On  being 
questioneil,  his  discourse  was  quite  in- 
coherent, and  betrayed  every  mark  of 
insanity. 

General  Orders  by  His  Excellency  (he 
Vice  President  in  Council, 

Fort  William,  Febri/ary  IS.*^- 
The  vice  pre:>ideut  in  council  has  re* 
ceived,  with  sentiments  of  equal  con- 
cern and  displeasure,  the  report  of 
further  acts  of  violence  and  outrage 
committed  by  some  of  the  cadets 
attached  to  the  institution  at  Bara- 
sut. 

.  After  a  full  and  impartial  investiga- 
tioii  into  the  origin  and  progress,  of 
those  disgraceful  transactions,  it  has 
been  satisfactorily  shewn  to  govern- 
ment, that  the  most  conspicuous  and 
criminal  among  those  who  were  impli^ 
cated  in  them,  were  cadet  W.  D. 
Monsel,  and  ensign  J.  J.  A.  Fyler.  lu 
order,  therefore,  to  mark  his  just  sense 
of  their  peculiarly  aggravated  miscon- 
duct, the  vice  president  in  council  has 
determined  to  suspend  them  from  tl>e 
service  of  the  honourable  company, 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  honourable 
court  of  directors  shall  be  known,  and 
to  direct  them  to  proceed  to  Englau^J 
by  the  eailiest  opjMmuniiy. 

The  commander-in-chief  is  request- 
ed to  direct  the  remaining  cadet •»,  u!jo 
were  put  in  restraint,  to  be  kept  under 
close  arrest,  until  a  final  decision  shall 
be  passed  on  their  case. 

J.  Adams, 
Sec.  to  Govt.  Mil.  Dept, 

Feb. 20. — ^Thelast  accountsfrom  col. 
Mariifideirsdetachment  describe,  that  it 
hadmadearetrogade  movement  towards 
the  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  protect-, 
ing  the  province  pf  fiundelcund  from  any 
eventual  incursion,  which  Meer  Khan 
might  have  the  hardihood  to  attempt. 
The  Khan  was  collecting  his  followers 
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among  the  bills^  and  was  expected 
diortly  to  commence  those  predatory 
operations,  which  are  peculiar  to  Mah- 
ratta  war^re.  It  was  understood^  that 
colonel  Martindel]  would  take  up  a 
central  position»  covering  the  compn- 
ny's  frontier  j  while  the  Madras  force 
would  advance  into  the  country,  and 
attack  tlie  few  strong  holds  which  Meer 
Khan  possesses. 

Colonel  Martindell's  detachment 
had  baited  for  the  space  of  thirteen 
daya,  at  Darrewar,  on  the  bapks  of  th? 
Narrainee,  where  he  waited  for  advi- 
ces from  colonel  Close.  On  the  re- 
ceipt of  these,  he  made  a  movement 
in  advance  towards  SeroBge.  Mean- 
while, so  far  back  as  the  28th  ultimo, 
that  ciry  had  been  evacuated  i>y  Meer 
Khan,  who  fled  on  the  first  news  of 
colonel  Martindell's  approach.  On 
the  10th  current,  colonel  Close  en- 
tered the  place,  and  took  possession  of 
it  withont  resistance.  On  the  15th| 
colonel  Manindell  was  again  encamp- 
ed, two  miles  to  the  north  of  Khem- 
lassa. 

*  Letters  of  the  8ih  current  from  Ser- 
roor,  represent  that  statian  as  com- 
pletely deserted;  the  whole  of  the 
Bombay  troops  serving  there,  having 
taken  the  field  and  marched  to  rein- 
force the  army  of  colonel  Close  in 
Malsra.  A  considerable  force,  still 
remained  at  Poonah. 

On  Tuesday  last,  about  3  P.  M.  a 
fine  ship  of  70O  tons, was  launched  from 
the  dock-yard  of  Messrs.  John  Gil- 
more  and  Co.  in  presence  of  a  nume- 
rous concourse  of  spectators.  She 
was  named  the  Fairlie,  and  made  her 
descent  into  the  water  in  a  very  fine 
style.      * 

Feb.  22.— The  following  is  an  ac- 
curate account  of  ihe  ceremonial,  at- 
tending the  placing  of  the  first  stone  of 
the  Maasoleum  at  Gttnzepore. 

On  Friday,  the  22J  December,  the 
ceremony  of  laying  the  foundation 
stone  of  the  Mausoleum,  to  be  erected 
over  the  spot  containing  the  remains 
of  the  late  most  honourable  marquis 
Cornwallis,  governor-general  in  coun- 
cil, commander-in-chief,  kc.  &c.  &c. 
look  place  at  Ghazepore.  Tlie  firing 
af  sixt^-six  minute  guDS>  correspond- 


ing with  the  number  of  years  attained 
by  his  lordship,  commenced  at  sun- 
rise ;  during  which  the  detachment  gf 
troops,  that  had  arrived  in  cantonments 
the    preceding    day,   from    Benares, 
under  the  command  of  major  Leslie, 
marched  in   ordinary  time  from  th^ir 
grodnd  of  encampment ;  and  dressed 
by  the  guns,  at  about  a  quarter  before 
the  close  of  the  firing  of  the  minute 
guns,  at  which  period,   the  whole  of 
the  troops  advanced  towards  the  exca* 
vation,   and    there     grounding    their 
arm;>,  the  European  and  native  officers, 
with   the  men,  repaired  to  the  spAt, 
where  major-general  Macdonald,  at-    , 
tended   by  his  staff,  stood  to  perform    *• 
this  ceremony.   At  the  soutli  west  end 
of  the  foundation,  an  oblong  stone  of 
considerable  weight,  was  suspended  by 
«  cable  and  windlass  over  its  proper 
bed ;    the    cement    was  la^d  by  the 
Workmen,  and  adjusted  by  the  major- 
general,   who   was  presented  with  a 
silver  trowel  by  the  architect,  for  the 
purpose.    The  stone  was  then  lowered 
to  its  bed,  and  the  plan  of  the  build- 
ing, with  the  plum,  level,  and  square, 
successively  presented  to  the  major* 
general,  by  major  C.  Mouat,  of  engi- 
neers J  with  which,  having  tried  the 
stone,  and  found  its  position  to  be  cor- 
rect,  he  laid  it  in  its  position,  by  seve- 
ral strokes  with  a  maHet.     The  fol- 
lowing inscription,  engraved  on  a  cop- 
per-plate, was  then  inserted  by  major- 
general  Macdonald,  in  a  cavity  tha^ 
had  been  cut  in  the  s  one  for  its  recep- 
tion. 

THli 

MAUSOLEUM 

IS    EB£CTBD 
IN     PURSUANCB    OP.  A 

RESOLUTION 

FA&SED    AT  A  GBNgRAL    MEBTING     OP 
THE 

INHAIHTANTS 

OP 

CALGUITA, 

Held  on  the  26:h  of  October,  1808, 

To  the  following  effect: 

Thai, 

In  addition  to  the  public  mournings 

Which  has  been  adopted  as  a  public 

Token  of  the  concern  felt 

By  this  sottlementf  on 
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«Jhe  Death  of 

MARQUIS  CORNWALLIS, 

A 

Mausoleum    be   erected. 

With  the  permission 

of  Government, 

Over  the  place  of  his*  interment,  at 

Ghazepore, 

As 

A  ^emortal  of  esteeni  and  reverence 

For  his  virtues,  and  of  gratitade 

For  his  eminent  services. 

The  first  stone  ^as  laid 

By 

Major-generalJoHN  Macoonald^ 

Commanding  officer  in  this  province. 

By  order  of 

Lieut,  general  Gborgb  Hbwbtt, 

Commander  -  in  -  cbiet^ 

And 

Under  instructions 

From 

Tlie  Right  Honorable 

Gilbert  Lord  Mxnto, 

.Governor  -  general  in  council, 

On  the  22d  day  of  December, 

I8O9. 

Major  CHARtBs  Mouat,  of  engineers. 
Architect. 


An  inscription  cut  in  Persian,  on  a 
stone  slab,  to  a  similar  effect,  was  by 
the  ooajor-genetal  placed  over  the  plate 
of  mejal,  containing  the  English  in- 
scription. Mr.  Sweedland,  commer- 
bial  resident,  Mr.  Ernst,  judge  of 
Benares  court  of  appeal,  Mr.  Bird, 
magistrate  of  Gbazepore,  and  Mr. 
Rickells,  collector  of  government  cus- 
toms, including  ^  number  of  native 
gentlemen,  with  a  numerous  assem- 
blage of  spectators,  from  the  town  and 
adjacent  country,  Mrere  pr^ot  during 
the  ceremony. 

Feb.  24 .—On  Sunday  evening  last, 
about  7  P.  M.  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
in  the  Perutollah,  immediately  behind 
Tiretta*s  Bazar,  and  continued  to  spread 
destruction  for  upwards  of  three  hours^ 
vhen  it  was  at  length  sut>dued  by  the 
exertions  of  the  firemen.  Some  hun- 
dred huts,  and  one  small  Pucka  dwel- 
ling-house, were  consumed.  A  grove 
of  Cocoa-nut  trees  also  caught  the 
blaze,  and  preaeoted  a  stngolar  and 


picturesque  spectacle.  One  unfortunate 
Portuguese  woman  and  her  child  were 
surprised,  while  asleep;  by  the  flames : 
— and,  before  they  could  be  extricated, 
the  child  was  burnt  to  death,  and  the 
woman  so  severely  scorched,  that  she 
survived  only  a  few  hours. 

Two  other  fires  also  broke  oat  ia 
dififerent  quarters  of  Calcutta  on  the 
evenings  of  Saturday  and  Monday, 
but  they  proved  less  extensive  in  tbeir 
ravages. 

At  the  sale  of  the  company *s  opium, 
which  took  place  on  Saturday  last,  th« 
Patna  opium  brought  an  average  price 
of  from  152.5  to  1 565  rupees  per  chest, 
and  that  of  Benares,  from  1425  to 
1465  rupt^s. 

Feb.  26. — By  late  letters  from  Agra« 
it  appears  that  the  robbers  in  that 
part  of  the  Dooab>  had  latterly  become 
unusually  formidable  to  the  inhabitants. 
Two  horses  belonging  to  officers  at  the 
station,  had,  within  the  space  of  a  few 
weeks,  been  seized  from  the  hands  of 
their  Syces,  and  carried  out  of  the 
cantonments.  In  one  instaiKe,  the 
Syce  was  knocked  down  ;  -*  in  tte 
other,  severely  wounded. 

BENGAL 

Occurrences  for  March. 

March  3. — Advices  have  been  re- 
ceived from  Scindia*s  camp,  of  so  late 
a  date  as  the  ISth  ultimo,  at  which 
time  that  chieftain,  with  hi$  forces, 
was  encamped  at  a  j^ce  called  Dun- 
noop. 

According  to  the  last  accounts  re- 
ceived there,  Ameer  Khan  wa<  plun- 
dering the  country,  in  the  neij^hbour- 
hood  of  Oujein.  The  junction  of  the 
Bengal  and  Madras  armies^  and  the 
occupation  of  Seronge  by  colgpel  Close, 
were  known  at  Dunooop. 

Mahomed  Shah  Khan,  the  principal 
Sirdar  in  the  service  of  Holkar,  waa 
at  the  head  of  a  force  of  12,000  then, 
at  no  great  distance  froTn  Scindia*s 
camp.  He  had  received  injunctiona 
from  Holkars  ministers,  to  lend  no 
assistance  whatever  to  Ameer  Khan, 
Holkar  himself  continued  quite  inca-^ 
pable  of  business. 

Mabcu  17.— Letters  from  ipqor 
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Deilamam*!  €ainp>  stale,  that  Go* 
paul  Sing  bed  again  retreated  mto 
the  moantaiDSf  and  that  the  British 
force  bad  taken  up  a  potttion,  by  which 
they  blockade  the  eatiance  of  the 
Ghauts. 

The  attack  made  by  cnptain  Wilson 
on  Gopaol  Sing*s  position,  on  the  18(h 
ultimo,  appears  to  have  failed,  in  con- 
aequeoce  c^  the  great  strength  of  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  Idft  of  the 
enc^my.  The  officers  wounded  on  that 
occasion,  were  lieutenant  de  Waal,  and 
ensign  Agnew,  of  the  l6th  Native 
iufantry*  lieutenant  Aspinwell  of  tlie 
7th,  and  lieutenant  Fireworker  Tim* 
brel  of  the  artillery. 

March  18. — No  further  particu- 
lars of  the  daring  robbery,  lately  com- 
mitted on  a  public  convoy  in  the  neigh* 
bov^hood  of  Patna,  have  yet  tran« 
spired.  *The  treasure  carried  away 
on  that  occasimi  by  the  Deceits, 
amounted  to  74,000  rupees.  The 
Sepoys  were  completely  surprised  and 
overpowered;  and,  of  the  whole 
twenty-four,  who  composed  the  guard, 
not*  one,  it  is  said,  escaped  without  a 
wound.  Three  Sep<^s  were  killed  on 
the  spot. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Phaeton  was  re- 
eeived  into  Mr.  Smith's  new  dock  on 
Tuesday  last.  The  injury  which  she 
has  sustained  is  of  such  a  nature,  that 
her  preservation  is  looked  upon  as 
next  to  miraculous.  At  one  time  she 
had  nearly  fifteen  feet  uai^r  in  her 
hold,  and  her  situation  altogether  was 
socb»  that  hardly  any  hopes  of  saving 
her  were  entertained. 

A  amalf  ship  of  300  tons  burthen 
was  laooched  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
from  the  dock-yard  of  Mr.  Black- 
more,  She  was  named  the  Margaret 
Frances. 

General  Orders  ly  the  honourable  the 
vice'pres'ult'iit  in  council. 

Fort  Willi  \>i.  March  21.  —  His 
e&cellency  the  commander-in-chief 
having  ensbarked  for  Fort  St.  Geoige, 
and  major-general  St.  Leger  being  the 
feoior  general  officer  u^a  the  stsSt  of 
tbii  presidency,  the  vice-president  in 
council  directs,  that  all  reports  and 
returns  of  the  troops  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Bengal,   t>e  transmitted  to 


mi^-general  St.  Leger,  at  Fort  WiU 
liam,  until  further  orders. 

Major-general  St.  Leger,    is  autho« 
rized   to  appoint  a  secretary  to  assist 
him  in  carrying  on  the  details  of  the    . 
army. 

Mabch  2/.  —  Between  twelve 
and  one  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
the  Bore  presented  a  singular  appear- 
ance. After  hav'mg  pas^  the  Bank- 
sliail  with  furiou»  velocity^  a  con- 
siderable poni'»n  of  the  wave  returned^ 
and  rushed,  in  a  contrary  direction, 
along  with  the  stream  on  the  wtetern 
side  of  the  river.  This  appearance 
has  not  been  observed  previous  lo  the 
present  year 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Hansi,  MarcJ^ 
Sth,  iblO. 

"  A  few  days  ago,  five  horsemen 
stationed  at  a  villnve  nbout  fourteen 
coss  from  hence,  hearing  that  a  pig 
had  been  taken  by  a  tyger,  went  to 
the  spot  on  foot,  where  they  found  a 
lion  and  lioness  feedhig  upon  it ;  the 
latter,  on  (he  patch  of  grass  being  set 
on  fire,  went  off,  but  ih^  former  ad- 
vanced slowly  towards  the  men  with 
his  mane  and  tail  erect,  at  whom  th^ 
fired  a  volley  -from  their  match-locks 
with  so  good  an  efiect,  as  induced  them 
to  go  up  and  destroy  him  with  their 
swOTds,  which  Was  accomplished  after  \ 
one  man  had  been  severely  wounded- 

"  The  animal  was  sent  hither,  and 
appeared  to  bo  a  full  grown  lion,  in 
every  respect  the  same  as  the  African 
one,  except  tl^at  the  colour  of  the 
mane,  which  was  very  thick,  is  rather 
lighter. 

"  A  lioness,  a  few  days  previously,  bad 
been  sent  in  from  Hissan,  having  been 
killed  by  a  |>arty  of  horsemen,  but  not 
without  one  man  and  two  horses  being 
wounded  .'* 

The  above  proves,  that  lions  are 
to  be  found  in  liuiia  as  well  as  'in 
Africa. 

Letters  from  Agra  tnentipn,  that  ^ 
the  robberies  at  that  station  had  be- 
come of  late  so  frequent,  that  scarcely 
a  dark  night  passed  without  some  one 
or  other  of  the  officer's  bongalows  )n 
the  cantonment  at  NomiUab,  being 
plundered. 

A  £im'iiy  lesiding  a  few  days,  §ot 
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V  change  of  air,  io  the  buildings  belong- 
ing to  T^Q  Mabl  gardens,  wbich  are 
encompassed  in  their  whole  extent  by 
a  high  wall,  were  lately  attacked  by  a 
I^ty  of  decc(iu/and  robbed  of  the 
principal  part  of  their  property  ^  their 
tranks  and  other  portable  articles  were 
carried  off. 

A  letter  from  Agra  of  the  10th  cort. 
mentions  several  other  robberies }  one 
or  two  of  which  are  particularized  in 
the  following  terms : 

A  few  nights  since  a  large  gang  of 
thieves  made  an  attack  npoh  the  camp 
of  hon6  artillery,  in  the  rear  of  the 
lines  at  Nomillah.  One  grass  cutter 
was  killed  upon  the  spot,  and  some 
others  severely  wounded.  One  man 
was  so  much  cut  in  his  arm,  that  it  was 
necessary  lo  amputate  it  on  the  follow- 
ing morning. 

March  28. — Recent  letters  give 
an  account  of  tbe  complete  extinction 
of  the  daring  band  of  freebooters  lately 
•commanded  by  the  Bundelah  chieftain 
Gopnul  Sing,  and  on  the  renewed 
^  prospect  of  security  and  peace  which 
that  event  holds  out  to  the  company's 
possessions  in  Bundlecund.  This  im- 
portant service  was  accomplished  by  a 
detachment  of  horse,  headed  by  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Browne  of  the  1st  Na- 
tive cavalVy,  who  had  proceeded  from 
Agra,  and  assumed  the  command  of 
tbe  force  stationed  at  the  entrance  of 
the  ghauts  under  major  Delamain. 
Gopaul  Sing*  emboldened  by  his  for- 
mer aoccess,  having  again  ventured  into 
the  open  country  in  quest  of  plonder, 
was  tortunatcly  overtaken  and  brought 
to  action  by  lieut.- colonel  Browne,  on 
the  19th  current.  The  British  detach- 
ment consisted  only  of  tbe  Istregt.  and 
a  squadron  of  tbe  8th  Native  cavalry. 
Tbe  whole  of  Gopauls  army  (amoimt- 
ing,  as  supposed,  to  from  2  to  3,000 
men,)  was  cut  to  pieces,  with  the  ex- 
ception only  of  Gopaul  himself,  and 
about  40  troopers,  who  fled  with  him 
up  the  ghauts.  The  loss  on  our  part 
was  very  trivial  indeed  :-^nly  one 
trooper  killed  ; — one  jemadar,  one 
fiaick,  and  four  troopers  wounded.—- 
nine  horses  killed,  and  seven  wounded. 
The  following  is  a  correct  account 
of  the  aifaio  b^ween  a  detachment 


of  Meer  ^han's  force,  and  a  party  of 
cavalry,  from  the  army  of  colonel 
Close.  Colonel  Close  had  received 
intelligence,  that  a  body  of  about 
500  men  in  Ameer  Rhan*s  aervice^ 
commanded  by  the  Khan*8  brother* 
in-law,  had  taken  post  to  the  wett- 
ward.  He  immediately  dispatched  a 
small  party  of  dragoons  in  the  hope 
of  surprising  them.  The  dragoons 
made  a  forced  march  of  48  miles  ^  halt* 
ing  only  for  one  hour  during  the 
whole  journey.  They  were  on  the 
point  of  coming  up  with  the  Mahrat* 
tas,  when,  by  some  unlucky  accident, 
the  bugle  was  sounded,  andtheiene* 
my,  hearing  it,  took  the  alarm  $  in 
consequence  of  this  circumstance,  the 
best  part  of  his  horse  had  time  to  make 
their  escape.  The  infiintry,  however, 
to  the  number  of  300,  (all  of  them 
dressed  like  English  sepoys)  were  over* 
taken,  atkl,  with  the  exception  of 
about  twenty,  were  cut  to  pieces. 

According  to  lale  accounts  from  the 
camp  of  E^wlot  Rao  Scindia«  that 
chieftain  had  quitted  Ajmere,  and  bad 
taken  up  a  position,  at  the  point  where 
the  Kharee  Nuddee  falls  into'  the 
Bunas,  and  three  or  four  miles  above 
Rajmahl.  While  at  Ajmere,  the  Ma- 
ha  Rajah  had  been  alarmed  in  tbe 
night  by  some  commotion  among  the 
camels  and  bullocks  of  his  camp  reti- 
nue, wbich  was  considered  as  a  matter 
of  evil  omen.  He  moved,  in  conse- 
quence, on  the  following  morning,  (af^ 
ter  having  disbursed  a  sum  of  20,000 
Rupees,  with  a  vie\Ar  to  avert  the  im- 
pending calamity,)  .nnd  made  three 
successive  marches  to  the  Southward. 
In  consequence  of  the  presence  of  his 
army  at  that  season,  within  the  Jay 
pore  territories,  much  devastation  was 
going  on  among  the  green  crop8,against 
which  the  Jaypore  Vakeel  is  saud  to 
have  remonstrated  in  vain. 


BENGAL 

Occurrences  for  jipriL 

Aprii.  2. — ^The  subjoined  aocoant 
gives  a  detail  of  tbe  military  operations 
in  Bundlecund,  from  the  termination 
of  major  Kelly *8  expedition-  op  the 
Ghauts,  to  the  period  of  col.  Browne'i 
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late  fQoceitfbl  rencontre  wlthjGbpaol 
Smg*8  force. 

On  tbe  march  of  colonel  Martin- 
dell**  detachment  from  Bondlecund, 
major  Kelly  was  recalltrd  from  tbe 
pnrsait  of  Gopaol  Sing,  and  directed 
to  join  the  main  body  of  the  army. 
Captain  Wilson,  with  only  tbe  Ist 
battalion  of  tbe  l6ih,  and  two  ^pound- 
era  l>elonging  to  that  corps,  was  left 
at  the  entrance  of  tbe  Shauts,  for  tbe 
protection  of  tbe  province.  Gropaul 
Sing,  finding  that  he  had  no  consi- 
derable force  to  cope  witb,  again 
descetKied  the  Ghauts,  with  a  preda- 
tory party,  inferior  in  number  to  that 
which  accompanied  him  on  his  hrsc 
incursion,  and  entirely  without  Artil- 
lery. On  bis  approach,  captain  Wil- 
sotf  deemed  it  prudent  to  fall  back  on 
Rokberettee,  where  he  was  reinforced 
by  five  companies  and  a  gun,  under 
the  command  of  captain  Dare.  He 
advanced  i^in )  and,  on  the  18ihof 
February,  came  to  action  with  the 
enemy,  close  to  a  village  named  Pe- 
reerea,  about  six  miles  distant  trom 
Kokberettee.  The  result  of  this  af- 
fair it  generally  known.  Gopaul  Sing 
was  so  strongly  posted  in  tbe  village^ 
and  was  protected  on  every  side  by 
such  impracticable  ground,  that  cap« 
tain  Wilson  found  it  impossible  to 
carry  the  position,  and  was  forced  to 
retire,  after  considerable  loss,  leaving 
Gopaol  in  possession  of  the  field.  On 
this  occasion,  several  wounded  sepoys 
of  tbe  English  party  fell  into  tbe  bands 
of  the  enemy,  who  (with  a  magnani- 
mity the  more  honourable,  as  it  is  so 
rardy  to  be  met  with  among  the  cbief- 
tians  of  Hindostan,  and  in  a  mere 
adventurer,  is  almost  without  example,) 
dhected  (heir  wounds  to  be  dressed, 
attended  in  person  to  see  that  they 
were  ronifortably  disposed,  and  sent 
them  afterwards  under  charge  of  bis 
own  people,  with  a  polite  letter,  to 
captain  Wilson. 

Meanwhile  major  Delamain,  with  a 
squadron  of  the  3d  Native  cavalry, 
joined  the  first  battalion  of  the  l6th, 
and  superseded  captain  Wijson  in  the 
command  ;  and  Gopaul  Sing,  having 
by  this  ttnoe  realized  pretty  consider- 
able collections^  returned ta  his  recesses 


above  tbe  second  range  of  Ghauts  | 
where  he  deposited  his  booty^  and  con- 
tinued, watching  for  a  favourable  op«> 
portunity  to  make  a  fresh  descent. 

Major  Delamain  disposed  hb  force 
in  the  manner  best  calculated  to  com^^ 
mand  the  approach  to  tbe  mountains. 
Gopaul  contrived,  however,  to  elude 
his  vigilance ;  and,  having  dashed  sud- 
denly down  tbe  Ghauts,  proceeded 
directly  to  tbe  cantonments  at  Ter- 
rowah.  He  arrived  there  on  tbe  7lh 
ultimo,  and  immediately  set  fire  to 
tbe  bungalows  of  tbe  officers,  togi>tber 
with  such  of  tbe  ptiblic  buildings  as 
had  thatched  roofs.  On  tbe  alarm  of 
this  incursion,  major  Morgan,  with 
five  companies  of  the  7th  Native 
infantry,  was  immediately  detached 
from  Adjeeghur,  for  the  protection  of 
the  cantonment.  He  proceeded  by 
forced  marches,  and  reached  Terrowah 
on  the  morning  of  the  8th, — unfortu- 
nately a  day  too  late  for  the  preserva« 
tion  of  tbe  public  property  of  the 
station.  The  enemy  escaped,  by  the 
rapidity  of  his  movements  j  which 
were  the  more  easy  to  him,  as  bis 
force  consisted  principally  in  cavalry. 
Such,  however,  was  the  precipitation 
of  his  retreat,  that  be  left  uninjured 
two  of  the  bungabws,  and  the  com- 
pany's bullockshed,  as  well  as  all  the 
tiled  buildings  at  the  station,  and  the 
out-bouses  belonging  to  the  officers. 
After  quitting  the  lines,  however,  Gro- 
paul  having  learned  that  one  of  the 
bungalows,  which  had  escaped,  was  the 
property  of  captain  Wilson,  who,  on 
a  former  occasion,  had  set  bis  own 
camp  on  fire,  he  sent  back  a  detach- 
ment of  thirty  men  with  orders  to  de- 
stroy it. 

After  this  exploit,  Gopaul  took  up  a 
strong  position  betweeiT  the  villages 
of  Dowcallee  and  Rypoor,  about  12 
miles  distant  from  Terrowah,  having  a 
deep  nullali  in  his  front,  and  the  hills 
in  his  rear.  There  he  remained  until 
the  Mtb  tiltimo  ;  when  major  Mor- 
gan, having  first  lodged  all  his  baggage 
in  the  fort  of  Terrowah,  and  having 
received  a  reinforcement  of  two  com^ 
panics  of  the  2d  battalion  of  the  26th, 
under  captain  Watson,  from  Chlttear, 
cota^  proceeded  to  attack  him. 
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Gopanl  had  received  previous  kiti- 
naalion  of  major  Morgan's  inteDtkm, 
and  made  his  arrangements  accord- 
ingly. He  drew  off  the  whole  of  his 
infantry,  under  cover  of  the  juqgle, 
"which  surrounds  tlie  base  of  the 
mountains,  and  awaited  the  atLick 
with  his  cavalry  only.  He  calculated 
that  he  should  hiivefuU  lime  to  make 
his  retreat,  while  maj^>r  Morgan  should 
be  engaged  *in  transporting  his  guns 
across  the  river.  Contrary  to  his  ex- 
pectation, however,  the  fire  of  the 
(impounders  opened  on  him  frocn  the 
opposUe  hark  ;  and  he  was  compelled 
to  seek  safety,  by  a  precipitate  flight 
•long  the  margin  of  the  hills,  until  he 
reached  the  Paldee  pass,  where  be 
again  halted  ami  encamped. 

While  these  events  were  going  for- 
ward at  the  foot  of  the  Ghauts,  Go- 
paul^s  infantry,  which  he  had  with- 
drawn, previous  to  the  action,  passed 
along  close  under  the  hills,  and  made 
a  second  attempt  on  the  cantonment  | 
when  they  succeeded  m  completely 
destroying  every  article  of  property, 
which  had  escaped  the  fire  of  the  7lh. 
Not  a  single  hut,  nor  even  a  bamboo, 
belonging  to  ai\y  of  the  buildings 
(private  or  public,)  Was  left  standing. 
Iheir  devastations  were  next  directed 
to  the  town  of  Terrowah  ;  which  they 
had  plundered  and  kid  in  ashes,  before 
major  Morgan  could  come  up  to  its 
succour.  The  inhabitants  fled,  on  their 
first  approach ;  leaving,  it  is  supposed, 
a  very  rich  prize  to  the  rebels, — the 
town  of  Terrowah  having  always  been 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  opulent 
and  flourishing  in  Bundelcuod. 

The  otficers  of  the  26lh  Native  in- 
fantry have  suflered  very  severely  in 
their  private  property,  in  consequence 
of  these  occurrences. 

The  news  of  the  destruction  of  Ter- 
rowah were  communicated  by  express 
to  colonel  Martindell ;  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  ultimo,  within 
half  an 'hour  after  the  receipt  of  the 
dispa'ch,.  colonel  Browne,  with  the 
1st  regiment  of  cavalry,  marched  from 
camp  to  reinforce  the  detachment  op- 
posed to  Gopaul  Sing.  Col.  BrowDC, 
after  a  foiced  march  of  44  miles,  came 
up  with  the  enemy  by  surprise^  dear 


Buchowo,  (a  place  about  ten  mites  dit« 
taut  trom  Adjeeghur,)  in  the  aftemoda 
of  the  igih.  Gopaul  had  with  him 
about  5  or  600  of  his  followers,  who 
dispersed  on  the  first  charge.  Colo- 
nel Browne,  however,  having  fcrioed 
his  party  iuto  squadrons,  succeeded  in 
cutting  to  pieces  about  250  of  the 
enemy.  Gopaul  himself,  with  about 
fifty  of  his  people,  made  good  his 
retreat  up  the  Jeuna  pass.  Our  loss  oa 
this  occasion  has  been  already  stated. 
Gropaul,  it  is  said,  had  afterwards  ral- 
lied his  force  above  the  Ghaut  >  whi- 
ther major  Leslie,  with  his  battalloo, 
had  goi.e  in  pursuit  of  him. 

lUe  whole  force,  jnow  in  the  field 
against  Gopaul  Sing,  consists  of  three 
rt^iments  of  infantry,  commanded  by 
majors  Morgan,  Delamain,  and  Leslie, 
the  whole  of  the  Ist  Native  cavalry,  a 
squadron  of  the  3d,  with  a  galloper 
attached,  and  a  squadron  of  the  8th. 

Colonel  Martiudeli*s  army  was  in 
camp  at  Tearee  on  the  24th  ultimo, 
having  remained  there  stationary  for 
twenty- two  days.  Recent  accounts 
state,  that  colonel  Browne  bad  received 
orders  to  rejoin  colonel  Martindell,  with 
the  least  practicable  delay. 

Meanwhile,  a  cousiderable  force 
had  arrived,  to  occupy  Seronge,  on  the 
part  of  Holkar,  in  who^e  name  that 
fortress  had  been  seized  t  and  it  was 
feared  that,  on  the  retreat  of  our  ar- 
my, the  place  might  again  fall  into  the 
hands  of  Ameei  Khan. 

Bheenpore  Barree  and  Chokeyghur^ 
two  places  taken  from  the  Bhoonsla, 
during  the  late  campaign,  by  the 
united  forces  of  Ameer  Khan  ahd  the 
nawaub  of  Bopaul,  have  been  restored. 

It  is  reported,  that  Kunjeet  Sing  baa 
lately  taken  advantage  of  the  existing 
commotions  in  the  kingdom  of  Cabul, 
to  extend  his  conquests  among  the 
depemlencies  of  that  empire. 

A  committee  was  some  time  ago 
instituted  at  Agra  by  authority  of,  gqr 
vernment,  for  the  purpose  of  super- 
intending 11*3  repairs  of  that  exquCsit^ 
monunaeut  of  Oriental  art,  the  Tm 
Mahl.  ■ 

Apbil  3. — On  Sunday  evening  last, 
presently  after  the  cessation  of  a  smart 
north-wester,  two  suec^isive  shocks  of 
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ad   earthquake  were  distinctly  felf,  in 
maov  parts  of  (Calcutta  and  its  vici- 
nity.    The  time  of  the  occurrence,  as 
noted  by  different  persons,  was    be- 
tween twenty  and  twenty-five  minutes 
past  seven,  and  ihe  duration  of  each 
succession  was  variously  estimated  at 
from  6  to  30  seconds.     The  vibrations 
appeared,  at  first,  to  pass  in  a  line  from 
north-east  to  south- West ;  and  then  to 
return  in  ati  opposite  direction.     They 
were  almost  universally  perceptible  to 
those  who  were  sitting  at  the  time  in 
the  upper  apartments  of  their  houses  ; 
but  were,  in  a  few  instances,  observed 
on  the  ground  floors.    At  one  bouse 
in  Garden-reach,    where  a   party  of 
eleven  was  sitting  at  dinner,  the  shocks 
were  very  strongly  felt    by  three  of 
the  number,  seated  at  one  corner  of 
the  table,  and  also  by  the  three  others 
at  the  opposite  comer,    while    they 
passed  unobserved  by  the  rest  of  the 
company.— Besides  the  peculiar  sensa- 
tion experienced  in  their  own  persons, 
by  those  who  witnessed  the  phsenome- 
non,  in  many  houses,  a  very  distinct 
motion  was  communicated  to  the  oil 
in  the  wall-shades,  the  gerandoles  and 
lamps  were  seen  to  swing,  and  even 
the  mirrors  (such  as  were  fastened,  at 
the   upper  extreniity,  with  a  cord,) 
were  observed  to  vibrate  towards  the 
wall.    In  a  room  on  the 'central  floor 
of  one  of   the  turrets   of  the  lower 
orphan  school  at  Howrah,  (which  is  a 
very   old  and   infirm    building,)    the 
force  of  the  undulations  was  so  consi- 
derable, that  a  couch  on  which  a  per- 
son   happened    to  be  reclining,   was 
moved  on  its  castors  at  the  first  shock, 
to  the  distaiKe  of  nearly  a  foot  from  its 
original  position  close  to  the  wall,  and 
was  again  thrown  back  to  its  place  by 
the  returning  succession.      To  some 
persons  the  vibration  appeared  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  noise,  which   they 
descril>e  as  resembling  the  sound  of 
mnflied  bells. 

Reports  from  variops  stations  in  the 
lower  parts  of  Bengal,  as  far  up  as 
Moorshedabad,  mention  the  occur- 
rence of  a  similar  pbaenomenon,  near- 
ly about  the  same  hour.  By  a  letter 
ifi'om  Ramnagur,  the  vibration  is  stated 
to  have  been  felt  there  at  half  past 


seven,  and  to  have  continued  for  an 
unusually  long  time.  At  Guttaul,  the 
shock  was  distinctly  repeated  thrice. 

April  4. — A  notification  was  this 
day  published,  intimating  the  intention 
of  government  to  permit  country  ships, 
under  certain  restrictions,  to  proceed 
from  hence  to  England,  laden  with 
cargoes  on  account  of  their  respective 
owners.  All  vessels  sailing,  under  the 
terms  of  this  advertisement,  are  re- 
quired to  pet  to  sea  previous  to  the 
3 1  St  of  May  next.  The  articles  which 
they  are  prohibited  from  shipping,  are 
piece  goods,  raw  silk,  indigo,  pepper, 
salt-petre,  tea,  and  nankeens. 

That  fine  ship,  the  Russell,  wae 
purchased,  in  the  course  of  last  week, 
on  account  of  the  Philippine  company^ 
and  is  to  be  employed  as  their  annual 
galleon,  tor  carrying  on  the  trade 
between  JManilla  and  Acapulco.  The 
price  stipulated,  is  350,000  rupees, — 
to  be  paid  on  delivery  of  the  ship  at 
Manilla. 

The  extensive  property,  belonging- 
to  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Weston, 
and  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
Tiretta's  Bazar,  was  sold,  at  TullohY 
auction-room,  on  Tuesday  last,  to 
Joseph  Barretto,  Esq.  for  tlie  sura  of 
150,600  sicca  rupees. 

Apkil  5. — Late  akhhars  from  Del- 
hi state,  that  Ruujeet  Sing  was  besieg- 
ing the  fortress  of  Moot  tap,  in  the 
province  of  the  same  name,  that  Uie 
fire  from  his  batteries  had  dismounted 
many  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  that 
he  had  rejected  proposals  of  compro- 
mise tendered  by  the  rnjnh. 

Shu)ah-ul-Moolk,  late  king  of  Ca- 
bul,  appears  from  the  last  accounts, 
to  have  been  resident  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Attockj  but  it  is  not 
said  whether  as  a  sovereign  prince  at 
the  head  of  an  army,  or  as  an  humble 
dependent  on  the  rajah  of  Lahore. 

Ameer  Khan,  according  to  the  la- 
test advices,  was  at  Chytore ;  and  ihe 
,  ministers,  both  of  Holkar  and  Scindiah, 
had  come  to  the  resolution  of  prevent- 
ing him  from  joining  his  army. 

Letters  from  Bundelcund,  announce 
that  captain  Wilson,  who,  with  a  squa- 
dron of  cavalry,  a  galloper,  two  six- 
pounders,  and    eleven  companies  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  ISlO-ll. 


Native  infantry,  had  been  detached  by 
major  Delamain  against  a  strong  hold 
bplonging  to  Gopaol  Sing,  above  the 
gecoiifl  range  of  ghants,  had  com- 
pletely succeeded  in  routing  and  ex- 
pelling the  enemy.  Major  Delamain 
had  for  some  tjme  been  up  the  ghauis, 
in  pursuit  of  Gopaul  j — his  whole  force, 
not  exceeding  thirteen  companies  of 
Sepoys,  three  six-pounders,  a  squadron 
and  galloper ;  while  majors  Morgan 
and  Leslie  had  been  posted,  with  their 
corps,  to  observe  Gopaurs  movements 
on  the  tide  of  the  plains.  Major  Cup- 
page,  with  an  additional  squadron  of 
horse,  and  three  companies  of  infantry, 
had  latterly  marched  from  Adjceghur 
to  join  major  Delamain.  It  appears 
that,  in  the  late  afl^ir  with  colonel 
Browne,  Gopaol  Sing  had  been  com- 
pletely taken  by  surprise,  being  igno- 
rant even  of  the  fact  of  such  a  corps 
having  been  detached  in  quest  of  him. 
After  that  action,  he  bad  succeeded  in 
rallying  his  forces,  and  had  disposed 
them,  with  the  apparent  design  of 
ciatting  off  the  mutual  communications 
between  the  parties  of  British  troops 
above  and  below  the  ghauts. 

Shujah-ul-Moolk,  the  deposed  king 
of  Cabul,  has  found  a  permanent  re- 
fuge in  the  Seik  territories.  He  had 
resided  for  some  time  at  Rahwelpundeei 
a  place  about  fifty  miles  distant  firom 
the  Indus,  and  had  subsequently  moved 
to  Khubdoor,  about  ten  miles  south- 
east from  the  fort  of  Attock.  He  was 
there  encamped,  with  his  followers, 
early  in  the  last  month.  Meanwhile, 
Mahmud  Shah,  the  usurping  prince, 
attended  by  Fulteh  Khan  and  his  other 
adherents,  remained  at  Candnhar. 

The  embassy  to  Cabul,  which  had 
for  son">e  time  been  stationary  at  Delhi, 
has  becrn  finally  dissolved  and  recalled 
by  a  late  order  of  government. 

ArKiL  14.  Captain  Wilson  has 
.succeeded  in  expelling  the  enemy,  in 
Bnjullecund,  from  his  principal  sirong 
hold  in  the  monmains, — a  place  named 
JImghur.  This  service  was  effected 
on  the  4th  current,  after  a  march  of 
uncommon  difficulty,  retarded  equally 
by  the  roggedness  and  steepness  of  the 
ascent,  and  by  the  artificial  obstacles 
which   the   enemy    had    constructedi 


The  entrances  of  th^  fort,  however, 
being  once  gained,  no  further  resistance 
was  attempted.  Gopaul  an.i  hit  peo« 
pie  fled  precipitately  by  the  opposite 
g  ite,  and  sought  shelter  in  the  jungle. 
Afier  rasing  all  the  works,  and  burning 
the  stores,  the  detachment  returned  to 
Kokherettee.  It  does  not  appear, 
that  either  party  sustained  any  loss  in 
the  course  of  this  sffiiir,       ^ 

April  28.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
20th  current,  a  most  furious  tornado 
was  experienced  at  Camercolly,  which 
passed  in  a  direction  firom  south  to 
north,  sweeping  away  every  thing  be- 
fore It.  The  factory- house  was  com- 
pletely unroofed,  and  much  of  the 
furniture  destroyed.  Three  of  the  vil- 
lagers lost  their  lives  j  and  many  other 
individuals  were  seriously  injured. 

By  accounts  received  in  the  coarse 
of  last  week  fi-om  Agra,  if  appears, 
that  on  the  l4th  current,  the  city  had 
been  visited  by  a  hail-storm,  equally, 
or  ev  n  more,  remarkable  in  itjcircum- 
stances  than  the  storm  which  occurred 
some  weeks  ago  in  this  pan  t)f  Bengal. 
Many  hail-stones  are  said  to  have  fallen 
at  Agra,  equal  in  magnitude  to  the 
mouth  of  a  large  wine-glass.  And,  on 
the  following  morning,  innumerable 
birds,  stunned  t^y  the  hail-stoncs  in 
their  descent,  were  found  dead  about 
the  adjacent  fields.  A  similar  storm 
was  experienced,  just  about  the  same 
time,  at  Allahabad. 

April  29.  An  ambassador  firom 
the  state  of  Sind,  having  come  round 
from  Bombay,  on  the  Tweed  pilot 
schooner,  landed  at  Calcutta  some  days 
ago. 

The  new  light-house  at  Saugor  is 
now  completed,  and  will  be  imme- 
diately lighted  up,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  trade  entering  this  port. 

BENGAL 

Occurrences  for  May. 

May  2. — A  dispatch  utjs  received 
at  the  presidency  on  Monday  last, 
from  the  agent  of  the  right  honourable 
the  Governor  General,  at  Moorsheda- 
bad,  announcing  the  death  of  his  high- 
ness the  Nawaab  of  Bengal,  at  his 
palace  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock. 
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on  the  nigbt  of  Saturday  last,  tbe  28(h 
of  April.  His  highness  is  succeeded  by 
his  eldest  son,  a  youth  of  between  17 
and  18  years  of  age. 

The  deceased  Nawaub  was  the 
grandson  of  Jatfeer  Ally  Kawn,  the 
nabob  by  whom  the  tirst  revolution, 
in  the  days  of  lord  Clive,  was  eftected. 
He  was  named  babur  Jung ;  hisotiicial 
address  was,  the  Nawaub  Nazim  ul 
Mulluck,  Behtder.  He  had  attained 
the  Age  of  36  years.  He  succeeded 
to  the  Musnud  on  the  death  of  his 
^ther,  the  late  Nizam  Nawaub  Moba- 
ruck  cil  Dowlah,  about  18  or  20  years 
ago,  near  the  close  of  lord  Comwallis's 
government.  The  order  oft  lie  family 
•ucoession  was  then  dedaied  and  for- 
mally proclaimed,  with  great  )iolemoity, 
and  in  presence  of  all  the  troops  of  the 
station. 

The  nawaub  now  deceased,  was  one 
of  12  brothers,  and  three  sisters,  all  of 
whom*  except  himself,  are  still  alive. 
He  was  the  son  of  Mubaruk  ul  Dowlah, 
^Iio  was  the  youngest  son  of  Jaffeer 
Ally  Khawo,  and  succeeded  to  tbe 
musnud  at  about  the  age  of  eight 
years  ;  tbe  bst  in  succeMsiori  of  a  iong 
irniaof  brothern  : — a  notable  instance 
of  tbe  transitory  condition  of  human 
affairs.  Althoi.gh  litile  more  than 
half  acemury  has  elapsed,  and  though 
tbe  nawaub  is  but  the  grandson  of 
the  iiawaob  JadeerAlly,  the  instru- 
ment of  the  Great  Revolution  eil'ected 
in  Bengal,  in  IJJ?*  (be  (lower,  as  well 
as  the  order  of  sovereignty  then  esta- 
blished* appear  equally  permanent; 
and  is  viewed  by  the  people,  and  sur- 
rouodipg  states, with  the  same  sanctity 
and  veneration,  as  if  it  had  descended 
from  primeval  times. 

The  nawaub  Babur  iong,  has  left 
two  sons.  Perceiving  eighi  or  ten  days 
ago,  that  bift  disaolution  was  approach- 
ing, he  manifested  some  alarm  respect - 
ii^  tbe  succession  to  the  masnud,  and 
appointed,  as  far  as  it  was  in  his  power 
to  accomplish,  his  eldest  son  to  the 
nizamut,  by  seating  him  on  the  mus- 
nud, and  ordering  all  the  state  servants 
to  present  him  with  iiazirs,  as  nawaub 
Nazim. 

A  strong  detachment  from  his  ma- 
jesty'»  22d  rcgimeiit,  and  the  Native 


troops,  in  cantonments  at  Berh9mpore» 
were  mai:ched  on  Saturday,  by  order 
of  general  PaUner,  into  the  city  of 
Moorshedabad,to  preserve  tranquillity } 
and  had  there  been  any  design  of  ei- 
citing  tumult  or  disorder  it  was  effec* 
tually  counteracted,  by  the  presence  of 
the  troops.  As  a  measure  of  precau* 
tioo,  the  detachment  continued  in  tbe 
city  on  Sunday,  the  date  of  the  latest 
accounts  thence. 

The  remains  of  Babur  Jong  were 
interred  on  Saturday  last,  at  Jatiler* 
gunge,  the  buryihg  ground  of  his  an« 
cestcrs.  The  ceremony  was  attended 
by  Richard  Rooke,  esq.  the  agent  of 
the  rigiU  honourable  the  Governor 
General ;  by  the  present  nawaub,  tbf 
eldest  son  of  the  deceased,  &c. 

May  3.  —  The  contradictory  ac- 
counts received  through  various  chan- 
nels from  China,  reixier  it  diffi- 
cult to  determine,  whether  the  releaao 
of  the  company's  ships,  which  were 
under  embargo  in  the  river  of  Canton, 
has  been  actually  brought  about  by  tbe 
conciliatory  disposition  of  the  Chinese 
government,  or  by  the  open  defiance  of 
their  authority.  A  letter,  dated  the 
3d  of  March,  from  a  very  respectable 
source,  states, in, express  terms,  that  the 
fleet  sailed  on  the  1st  of  that  month, 
without  their  grnnd  chops.  The  con- 
current testimony*  however,  of  all  the 
subsequent  advices  is,  that  if  the  chops 
were  not  issued'  in  the  first  instance, 
they  were  granted  at  some  period  pre* 
vious  to  tbe  final  dispatch  of  the  ships. 
Subsequent  to  that  event,  nothing  cer- 
tain had  occurred,  indicative  of  an 
open  rupture  between  tlie  Chinese 
gMvernment  and  the  Committee  of 
Supercargoes.  On  the  contraiy,  it 
would  appear,  that  the  points  in  dis- 
pute between  them,  had  been  set  to 
rest,  by  an  adjournment  sine  die  of  the 
discussion. 

There  are  accounts,  which  mention 
tbe  occurrence  of  another  affiray, 
posterior  to  that  which  had  been 
the  cause  of  the  late  eo^barrassment, 
and  threatening  consequences  oi  a 
nature  equally  serious.  "While  the 
ships  were  passing  down  the  river,  a 
parly  of  English  sailors,  ft  is  said, 
having  gone  on  shore,  for  the  purpose 
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of  btir]0ng  die  corpee  of  one  of  their 
comrades,  were  interrupted  in  that 
ofiice  by  a  body  of  Cbioeie.  A  tcnffle 
ensued,  in  which  one  Chinaman  and 
one  European  were  killed,  and  another 
Chinaman  dangerously  wounded. 

The  H.C/s  ship  CuffnelU  sailed  with 
the  other  lodiamen  from  Cliina  $  but 
parted  from  the  rest,  off  Poolo  Aor, 
and  proceeded  through  the  Straits,  in 
prosecution  of  h^  voyage  to  Bombay. 

Down  to  the  lOth  of  March,  nothing 
had  been  effected,  eiiher  towards  the 
reduction  or  the  conciliation  of  the 
Ladrooes;  vihose  increasing  power 
and  encroachments  give  daily  fresh 
totyect  of  dismay  to  the  representative 
of  the  celestial  dynasty  at  Canton,  an  ) 
his  councilors. 

Mat  4. — Dnring  a  violent  storm 
of  rain  and  hail,  which  occurredion  the 
night  of  the  2*tth  ultimo  at  Bhaugul- 
pore,  the  qoarter-gr.Rr^  of  the  Hill- 
rangers  was  struck  by  the  lightning, 
and  burnt  to  the  ground.  Fortunately 
however,  all  the  sepo>'S,  who  were 
preserti  in  the  building,  escaped  un- 
hurt. 

The  new  loan  opened  at  this  pro- 
sideiKy  on  tlie24il)  tihinio.  m  as  intend- 
ed toabsorb;ill  tlie]c>ansi)ftbrmer  years, 
of  whicli  the  prinoip;^!  in  payable  by 
bills  on  the  court  of  ttlreorori.  in  ex- 
change for  tlie  latter  «ndvaiitage,  the 
holders  of  com  j>any*s  pa})er.who  should 
subscribe  the  same  to  the  new  loan, 
wouHhave  a  more  advani  ed  piaceon  the 
general  register.  The  promiswry  notes  of 
1802-3  x^Kore  already  advert  i-^etl  f4)r  pay- 
ment, hikI  would  be  di;»charged  at  the 
treasury  on  the  1st  of  June,  if  not 
previously  commoicd  for  notes  in  the 
new  loan.  And,  by  a  protiecat'ion  of 
t})e  same  system,  there  seemed  every 
likelihood .  that  government  would  very 
shortly  be  enabled  to  extinguish  the 
*hole,  of  the  old  public  debt,  at  that 
and  the  other  presidftrncies  of  India. 

The  canal  of  Alee  Merdan  Khan, 
which  formerly  watered  the  city  of 
Deihl^  and  the  whole  tract  of  country 
firom  thence  to  Panniput,  but  which 
has  latterly  fallen  to  ruin  under  the 
moghul  <ird  Mahratta  govemmenis,  is 
now  cvu^lT  «epair.  A  committee  oi 
officers  left  Dtlhi  some  tiuae  ago^ '  to 


tanrey  its  remaini ;  and  workmen  are 
now  employed  in  clearing  the  whole 
extent  of  its  bed,  and  restoring  thm 
aqueducts  of  solid  masonry  by  which 
it  originally  held  its  coarse  through  the 
city. 

May  12. — On  the  evening  of  Sator« 
day  last ,just  about  the  hourof sunset,  the 
house  of  Mr.  Strettell,  near  the  south 
extremity  of  Calcutta*  was  struck  by 
lightning.  I1)e  course  of  the  6uid 
was  traced  to  a  hole  in  the  roof,  where 
it  entered  at  the  points  of  two  iron 
crows,  which  had  been  left  there  by 
the  bricklayers  employed  in  finishing 
the  terrace.  It  passed  down  the  walla 
in  two  distinct  streams,  tearing  off  the 
plaster,  shattering  the  frames  of  the 
Venetians^  and  breaking  to  pieces  the 
gla*(!i  windows  in  ita  course.  In  the 
upper  story,  the  greater  stream  did* 
lodged  some  of  the  bricks  from  the 
masonry  of  th^  wall,  and  projected 
them  with  such  force,  that  they  passed 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  draw- 
ing>room  into  a  back  apartment,  where 
they  were  found  on  the  floor  near  one 
of  the  t^astern  wkidows.  A  small 
stream  appears  to  have  diverged  to- 
wards one  of  the  upper  comers  of  a 
large  mirror  in  the  second  story,  strip- 
ping off  the  plaster  in  its  progress.  It 
could  not  be  traced  further,  and  it  is 
supposed  to  have  re-entered  the  wall 
close  to  the  mirror.  The  whole  course 
ot  the  two  principal  currents,  frooi 
their  first  entrance  at  the  terrace,  to 
the  points  at  which  they  passed  into 
the  earth,  was  th;oughout  distinctly 
niarkeil. 

1  he  advantages  to  be  expect^l  from 
the  use  of  conductors  in  protecting 
bouse:)  from  the  effects  of  lightning, 
have  seldom  been  exemplified  in  a 
more  striking  manner  than  by  the  hi»» 
tory  of  this  accident.  It  appears,  that 
the  electric  stream  waa,  in  the  tirst  in- 
staiKie,  divided  into  two  branches,  by 
the  attractigi)  of  the  iron  crows,  which 
it  found  on  ihe  summit  of  the  house. 
Each  of  these  'streams,  in  its  progress 
to  il)e  eanh,  followed  the  direction  of 
the  nearest  windowboUs,  on  the  side  of 
the  house  down  which  it  passed,  doing 
no  violence  whatever  in  any  part  of  its 
coufic,  but  where  it  met  with  oon» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BENGAL  OCCUREENCES  FOE  MAY,  1810. 


15 


xxmdacdng  luibstanoes.  The  pteserra* 
tioQ  of  Mrs.  Stretteli  and  two  of  her 
dhtldren,  who  were  dose  to  the  wio« 
^ows  at  the  time,  can  only  be  attrU 
bated  to  the.  fortunate  inflnence  of 
these  iron  window-bolts  on  the  direc- 
tion (^  the  floid. 

It  is  a  singolar  circomstance,  that 
the  shock  of  this  electric  exj^osion, 
was  so  sensibly  felt  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  street,  as  to  dislodge  an  adjutant 
from  his  pinnacle  over  one  of  the  gates 
of  the  goTerproent-hoose,  and  to  throw 
him  on  the  shoulders  of  the  sepoy  cen- 
tlnel  who  was  walking  below.  The 
animal  was  stunned  by  the  fall,  and  bad 
one  of  its  legs  broken.  We  are  happy 
to  add^  that  it  was  the  only  serious 
sufferer  on  (he  alarming  occ;v>ion. 

May  19. — On  Tuesday  morning 
last,  the  right  honourable  the  governor- 
general  landed  M  Qiandpaul  Ghaur, 
from  the  Modeste  frigate.  His  lord- 
Abip  was  received  at  the  landing  place 
by  the  members  of  the  supreme  coun-^ 
cil,  ibe  nnjor-generals  and  the  staffi  and 
the  other  principal  civil  and  military 
officers  at  the  presidency. 

On  Wedneiiay  morning  last,  an 
European  ftrtilleryman  was  dreadfully 
wounded  in  the  arm,  at  the  saluting 
battery  in  Fort- William,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  explosion  of  the  car- 
tridge with  which  he  wae  loading  one 
of  the  guns.  Jt  was  found  necessary 
to  amputate  the  limb  immediately. 

Another  shock  of  an  earthquake 
was  ielt  at  this  presidency,  and 
throughout  the  neighbouring  countiy, 
at  about  a  quaner  before  10  o'clock  pn 
Sunday  evening  last.  The  concussion 
was  repeated  thric^/  and  its  e^cts 
were  neariy  the  same  a<)  on  the  former 
occasion.  Those,  who  perceived  the 
pbflenomeuon^  describe  the  vibrations 
as  of  longer  continuance  than  those 
before  experienced,  but  rather  inferior 
in  point  of  violence.  The  direction  of 
tbe^abock  was  from  N.  E. 

May  QO, — Late  accounts  state  that^ 
colonel  Close,  with  the  whole  of  his 
force,  had  left  Hoosseinhab^d,  and 
falieo  back  towards  the  company's 
territories. 

Colonel  MartindelJ,  with  the  Bengs] 


detachment,  stiU  kept    the   fidd   at 
I'earee. 

The  prodigious  host  of  followers, 
whom  Ameer  Khan  has  attracted  to 
his  atamdard,  begin  already,  it  would 
seem^  to  prove  burthensome  to  theit 
master.  His  coflfers  had  been  fotmd 
inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  many 
necessitous  adventurers,  who  compose 
that  QK)tley  body.  And  it  was  not 
until  the  end  of  April,  that  be  wat 
able  to  quit  the  banks  of  the  Berus, 
(a  small  river,  wliich  takes  its  Tise  ia, 
the  Oudipoor  lake,  and  falls  into  th« 
Bunas,)  and  to  proceed  on  his  march 
to  Nutudwara.  At  the  latter  place, 
he  proposed  to  settle  the  affairs  of 
Oudipoor. 

On  the  7th  current,  Dowlut  Ra^ 
Scinden,.with  his  force,  was  encamped 
half  way  between  Ooneara  and  Ram- 
poora ;  and,  as  far  as  could  be  judged, 
had  no  present  intention  of  quitting 
that  part  of  the  country.  The  decided 
movement  of  Ameer  Khan  towards 
Oudipoor,  had  dissipated  his  apprehen- 
sion of  any  immediate  visit  from  that 
chieftain  or  his  Pindarees  ;  and  he  was 
taking  advantage  of  the  interval  of 
tranquillity  and  confidence,  which  that 
movement  atforded  hira,  to  renew  his 
demands  on  the  Jayp^re  rajah,  for  the 
arrears  of  the  contribution,  which  he 
has  so  long  claimed  from  that  poten- 
tate. 

Letters  from  Oude  mention  that 
Roshen  Khan,  a  refractory  Zemindar, 
in  tl>e  dominions  of  th^nawaub  vizier, 
who  for  some  time  had  disturbed  the 
peade  of  that  part  of  the  country,  had 
been  taken  and  brought  in,  by  a  de- 
tachment of  British  troops  from  Ba* 
reilly. 

*  A  letter  from  Secrora  of  the  6th, 
states,  that  the  temperature  was 
then  so  mild  in  the  cantonments  there, 
that  few  had  yet  r«?8orted  to  tlie  use  of 
taiees.  During  the  whole  of  April, 
the  air  had  been  refreshed  by  frequent 
showers;  and,  neither  in  that  quarter, 
iK)r  in  any  part  of  Hindostan,  does  it 
appear  the  usual  hot  winds  of  these 
months  had  been  sensibly  experienc- 
ed. 

In  thi§  part  of  Bengal,  however,  the 
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Monsoon  has,  at  length,  set  in  with 
considerable  violence;  and,  after  a 
continuance  of  about  five  or  six  days, 
has  brought  with  it  a  deluge  of  rain, 
accompanied  by  that  state  of  the  at- 
mosphere and  appearance  of  the  sky, 
which  are  the  usual  precursors  of  the 
regular  wet  season. 

On  Saturday  last,  C.  T.  Metcalf, 
Esq.  left  this  presidency  by  dawk  for 
Banda;  whence  he  will  proceed,  by 
the  shortest  route,  to  Sciiidea*s  camp, 
ioT  the  purpose  of  receiving  charge  of 
the  residency  at  that  court,  from 
Groeroe  Mercer,  £cq.  who  proposes  to 
return  to  Europe  by  the  first  ships  of 
the  enduing  season. 

Richard  Parry,  Esq.  being  compelled 
by  the  state  of  hi»  health,  to  rerurn 
fromBencoolen  to  Bengal,  is  to  be  suc- 
ceeded m  the  office  of  resident  at  Fort 
Marlborough,  by  William  Parker,  Esq. 
at  pre:>ent  one  of  the  commissioners 
for  investigating  the  debts  of  his  high* 
ness  the  nawaub  of  Arcot. 

On  Thursday  morning  last,  about 
eight  o'clock,  a  body  of  Nativecaulkers, 
to  the  number  of  about  forty,  proceed- 
ft)g  across  the  river  to  their  mual  work 
in  Mr.  Blackmore's  dock-yard,  hav  ing 
crowded  together  into  one  of  those 
snmll  boats,  which,  usually, ply  at  the 
gb::uts,  (he  boat  was  KiKJdenly  upset  by 
a  I  itilent  gust  of  wind,  and  the  whole 
of  the  passengers  precipitated  into  the 
river.  I'he  weather  ac  this  time  was 
extremely  boisterous^  and  the  sea  so 
high,  that,  though  the  accident  qccur* 
wtd  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
opposite  shore,  not  one  of  these  \m- 
iortunattt  people  couUI,  by  his  own 
exertions,  have  gait:ed  the  laud.  By 
the  aid,  however,  of  the  boats,  which 
were  passing  at  tiie  time,  and  of  others 
which  put  off  from  the  dock-yard, 
those,  who  had  suthcjeut  strength  to 
keep  themselves  afloat,  were  preserved^ 
The  rest  (to  the  number  of  about  ten 
hi  all)  were  totally  lost.  The  boat,  in 
which  they  were,  was  carried  away  by 
the  current,  and  has  not  since  been 
seen.  ■ »  — 

BENGAL 
Ocairreiue*^  for  June. 

JuNB  20. — The  army,  lately  com-? 


roaoded  by  colonel  MartiodeU,  at 
Tearee,  hat  finally  broken  npj  and  tbo 
seteral  corps  have  set  oat  for  their 
respective  cantonments. 

All  the  temporary  staff  appoint- 
ments in  Bundelcund  have  been  done 
away ;  and  the  light  companies  of  the 
2d  battalion  of  the  14tb,  and  Ist  bat- 
talion of  the  6th  Native  infimtry,  at 
present  forming  part  of  major  Kelly's 
light  infantry  knttalion,  have  received 
orders  to  join  their  respective  corps. 

The  detachment  of  artillery,  under 
captain  Battine,  returns  from  Bautle- 
cutid  to  Allahabad. 

Captain  Sydenham,  of  the  Madras 
establishment,  having  resigned  the 
honourable  company's  service,  and 
quitted  lEiydrabad,  lientenant  Charlea 
Russell  has  been  left  in  charge  of  that 
residency.  Henry  Russell,  Esq.  retoms, 
to  Hydrabad,  on  the  arrival  of  colonel 
Close  at  Poonah. 

On  Wednesday  morning  last,  the 
right  honourable  the  govemor-ge* 
neral  held  a  public  levee  at  the  govern- 
meut-house.  The  members  of  coun- 
cil, judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the 
civil  and  military  officers  stationed  at 
the  presidency,  together  with  most  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  Calcatta, 
aitended  on  the  occasion. 

PROCLAMATION. 
Fort-mUiam,  June  5, 1811. 

We,  the  governor-general  in  conocil 
for  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  united  East  India  company,  do 
acknowledge  and  declare  onr  good 
friend  and  ally  the  nabob  Syud  Zyue 
Oo  Deen  A  Hi  Khan  to  have  succeeded 
to  the  Subahdarry  of  these  provinces, 
in  which  we  will  assist  and  support  him 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power  j  and  we 
also  hcrsby  require  and  command  aU 
persons  within,  or  belonging  to,  our 
jurisdiction,  and  we  do  desire  all 
persons,  our  friends  and  allies,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  said  nabob  Syud  Zyoe 
Oo  Decn  Alii  Khan  as  Subhahdar  of 
these  provinces. 

Published  and  proclaimed,  by  order 
of  the  governor-general  in  council, 

N'  B.  ROMONSTOKB, 

Chief  sac.  to  govt ^ 
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Fort'JFilHam,  June  5,  1810. 
The  right  honourable  the  governor- 
general  in  council  has  been  pleased  to 
direct,  that  a  salute  of  nitieteen  guns  be 
fired  from  the  ramparts  of  Fort- Wil- 
liam, at  twelve  o*clock  this  day,  in 
konour  of  the  accession  of  his  highness 
the  nabob  Syud  Zyne  OoDeen  Ally 
Khan,  to  the  mosnud  of  the  three  pro- 
vinces,  and  that  the  above  proclama- 
tion be  read  at  the  head  of  all  the 
troops  in  garrison,  at  sunset  this  even- 
ing, under  a  salute  of  three  vollies  of 
naosquetry. 

N.  B.  EdBION STONE, 

Chief  sec.  to  govt, 

JuK£  9. — ^The  mercantile  accounts 
from  Canton  are  favourable.  Cotton, 
it  is  understood,  wa<t  at  thirteen  tale 
per  pecul ;  and  opium  had  latterly  ex- 
perienced ,  a  quick  sale,  at  an  advanced 
price. 

Two  of  the  principal  Ladrope  chiefs, 
with  their  junks,  apd  a  body  of  about 
17,000  pirates,  had  accepted  the 
terms  proffered  by  the  Chinese  go- 
vernment, and  had  returned  to  their 
allegiance,  llie  other  squadrons  still 
continued  formidable,  and  prosecuted 
their  depredations  in  the  river  of  Can- 
ton as  before. 

It  appears  that  an  English  schoonerj 
called  the  Hope,  commanded  by  cap- 
tain King,  had  been  taken  on  her  voy- 
9§s  from  Penang  to  Rangoon,  by  a 
fleet  of  Burmah  prows  5  and,  after  a 
detention  of  nearly  two  months  and  a 
half,  during  which  time  the  cabin  was 
plundered,  and  the  commander  kept 
under  constant  restraint,  her  redemp- 
tion had,  with  great  difficulty,  been 
effected. 

Letters  from  Bundlecond  announce 
that  major  Kelly  had  resumed  the  com- 
mand at  Kokkeroottee,  and  had  taken 
up  an  advanced  position  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Meerhassen  river,  for  the 
purpose  of  observing  Gopaul  Sing. 
The  force  of  that  chieftain  was  suppos- 
ed to  be  considerably  reduced ;  and  he 
had  not  for  some  time  shewn  himself 
in  the  plains.  It  was  expected,  how- 
ever^ that,  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
rainy  season,  if  not  at  an  earlier  period, 
be  would  again  be  brought  into  con- 
tact with  our  troops. 

Vol.  12.  i 


JvnB  ]0*-^Major  Delamain'f  de* 
tacfament,  consisting  of  thirteen  com-» 
panies  of  Native  infantry^  two  squa« 
drons  of  horse,  and  half  a  company  of 
pioneers,  with  three  stx-pounder8>  and 
two  gallopers,  marched  out  of  the  dis- 
trict, on  the  2^  th  ultimo.  The  force 
left  under  major  Kelly's  command^ 
consists  otily  of  the  light  infantry  bat^^ 
talion,  (now  reduced  10  the  five  l^t 
companies^  belonging  to  the  several 
corps  on  duty  in  Bundlecund^  two 
companies  of  the  7th  Native  in&ntry, 
and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  with  two 
six-peunders  and  a  galloper. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Elphinstont, 
and  the  gentlemen  of  bis  suite,  were 
at  Nujeena,  on  the  7tb  of  May,  on 
their  tour  through  Rohilcund.  They 
had  renounced  all  intention  of  return- 
ing to  Delhi  ',  and  proposed  to  pro- 
ceed, by  Ram  poor  and  fiareWlj,  durect 
to  Futtyghur,  where  boats  were  held 
in  readiness  to  convey  th^m  to  the 
presidency. 

JuME  1 1. — A  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  bank  of  Bengal  was  held 
at  the  Bank  on  Monday  last,  when  a 
statement  of  the  accounts  of  the  f)ank 
was  laid  before  them.  From  thf  se  it 
appears,  that  the  profits  of  the  bank, 
during  the  period  of  four  months  suc« 
ceeding  the  payment  of  the  last  half 
yearly  dividend,  are  at  the  rate  of  ru- 
pees 8  15  3  per  cent,  per  aqnum^  oa 
the  capital  stock  of  the  bank. 

On  Sunday  last,  about  mid-day,  a 
number  of  straw*  huts,\  and  several^ 
small  brick  dwelling-bouses,  situated 
near  the  Bow-Bazar^  were  constuned 
by  fire.  I'he  conflagration  broke  out 
in  the  hut  of  a  Native  cow-keeper; 
and  continued  to  spread  for  several 
hours  in  a  northerly  direction,  with 
uncommon  fury.  One  Native  woman 
lost  her  life. 

JuNR  1 6, — The  City  of  London  from 
Bencoolen,  brings  advice  of  a  very 
smart  action,  maintained  by  the  brig 
Daphne,  captain  HoU  of  Calcutta, 
against  a  French  schooner  privateer, 
carrying  two  eighteen  pounders,  and 
having  on  board  a  complement  of  sixty 
Europeans.  This  affair  happened  near 
Padang,  where  the  Daphne  arrived  on 
the  23d  of  April.    The  privateer  was 
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compelled  to  sheer  oflT,  afler  having 
lost  several  of  her  men .  No  person  en 
board  the  Daphne  was  in  the  least 
injured,  .nor  did  the  vessel  herself  sus- 
tain any  material  damage. 

The  above  privateer  had  previously 
captured,  between  Tappanooly  and 
Kattall,  a  small  F.nglish  brig,  named 
the  Buchanan,  belonging  to  Madras. 
She  had  also  cut  out  from  the  latter 
port,  two  laden  chuleahs,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Prince. 

Juke  17.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
Slstultinro,  the  whole  right  wing  of 
the  new  barracks  at  Meerut,  occupied 
by  his  majesty's  iTlh  regiment,  were 
consumed  by  fire. 

JuNB  20.  Her  highness  the  Begum 
Sumroo  arrived  at  Meerut  about  the 
latter  end  of  May,  and  remained  there, 
on  a  visit,  to  major-general  Fuller. 

His  highness  the  nawaub  vizier, 
returned  to  Lucknow,  on  the  1st  cur- 
rent, from  his  annual  hunting  excur- 
aion.  His  highness  entered  his  capi- 
*  tal,  with  great  pomp,  on  the  following 
day. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Adjeeghur  in 
Bundelcund. 
Adjeeghur,  June  10,  1810. 
"  ^  most  dreadful  atcident  hap- 
pened here  yesterday,  which  nobody 
can  account  for.     A  magazine,   con- 
taining an  immense  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition, found  here  when  the  fort  fell, 
blew  up  witlj  a  most  tremendous  ex- 
plosion. A  prodigions  shower  of  stones 
immediately  fbllo>Ved  the  crash  ;  and, 
in  their  descent,  killed  seven  men,  and 
wounded  many  more.    No  European 
was  much  hurt." 

BENGAL 

Ocmrrences  for  July. 

July  7.  The  late  ukhbars  state,  that 
Shuja-ul  Moolk,  the  deposed  king  of 
Cabul,  is  again  in  force  upop  the  In- 
dus^ and  that  Runjeet  Sing^had  re- 
turned,  with  his  army,  from  Mooltan 
to  Lahore. 

The  Cape  packet  is  the  first  vessel 
which  has  been  £tted  out  from  Calcut- 
ta for  Amboyna»  since  the  reduction 
of  that  settlenreot.  She  left  the  river 
'eoTofidaylast. 


W.  B.  Martin,  Esq.  of  this  establisli' 
ment,  has  been  appointed,  by  govern- 
ment, to  the  office  of  resident  at  Am- 
boyna,  and  will  proceed  thither,  by  an 
early  opportunity. 

JuLT  8.  The  rains  have  at  length 
fairly  set  in,  in  this  part  of  Bengal; 
and  though  they  have  hitherto  been 
more  scanty  than  might  have  been  ex^ 
pectcd,  the  apprehensions  of  famine, 
excited  by  the  extiaordinary  and  long- 
continued  drought  of  the  season,  are 
entirely  done  away. 

At  Rungpore,  Mynporee,  and  other 
stations  to  the  eastward,  the  fall  of 
rain  has  been  more  abundant  than  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Calcutta  j— so  nouch 
so  indeed,  that  the  indigo  plant  in  these 
districts  has  suffered  considerably  from 
the  inundation.  The  letters  from  the 
upper  provinces,  on  the  other  hand, 
and  from  the  westward,  as  far  down  as 
Beerbhoom,  romplain,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  continued  hot  winds  and 
parching  weather,  the  indi|o  planters, 
whose  weed  was  ready  for  cutting, 
could  not  procure  a  silfficient  quan^ty 
of  water  to  commence  the  manufacture. 
The  dividend  now  due  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  bank  of  Bengal,  for  the 
half  year  terminating  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1810,  is  at  the  rate  of  rupees 
3.  14.  9.  per  rent,  per  annum,  on 
the  capital  stock  of  the  bank. 

On  Monday  last,  at  2  P.  M.  the  new 
ship  of  800  tons,  built  at  Mr.  Smith*s 
dock-yard,  on  account  of  captain  Wm. 
Henderson,  was  launched  into  the 
Hoogly  in  presence  of  a  nuoDeroua 
concourse  of  spectators.  She  was 
named  the  Cornwall.  She  is  deemed  a 
very  fine  model ;  and  is  finished  in  a 
masterly  manner.  She  carries  at  her 
bow,  a  fine  figure  head  of  the  Ffkice 
of  Wales,  dressed  in  his  full  robes  as 
Duke  of  Cornwall. 

The  man  belonging  to  the  pilot  ser- 
vice, who  was  sent  to  the  general  hos- 
pital about  two  days  ago,  on  account 
of  a  wound  which  he  received  from  a 
shark  in  the  river,  is  in  a  fair  way  of 
recovery.  The  man  was  standing  care- 
lessly in  the  water,  with  only  one-half 
of  his  body  immersed^  when  he  was 
seized  by  the  animaL  It  fastened  the 
teeth  of  its  npper  jaw  in  one  of  his 
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Iiipi»  ^hUe  tbose  of  ibc  tinder  j^w 
entered  tke  flesh  of  the  opposite  thigh. 
He  was  near  the  shore,  aod  extri- 
cated hiCBself  without  assistance. 

July  Q,  The  foUowteg  detailed 
narrative  of  the  late  rencontre  between 
the  Daphne  of  Calcutta,  and  a  French 
privateer,  off  the  West  Coast  of  Su- 
matra, is  taken  froia  a  letter  of  cap- 
tain HoUl,  coDMnaoder  of  the  Daphne. 

'*  I  went  into  Soosoo  on  the  ilth 
April,  where  I  had  the  vexation  to 
hear,  that  an  ABoericao  brig,  with 
44XXX)  dollars  from  Philadelphia  had 
been  taken  out  of  Laboooagee,  by  a 
French  privat^r  ^  where  the  afore- 
aentioBed  news  were  confirmed  to 
joe,  with  these  additioDs,  vis.  (hat  the 
ptmteer  was  a  three  masled  schooner 
with  two  13  pounders  forward,  rowing 
30  oars,  with  60  men,  6  swivels  and 
sooalt  af tns,  and  tiiat  she  bad  left  the 
place  six  days  before,  in  quest  of  the 
BnduKnn,  said  to  be  at  Tampatua,  and 
that  the  captain  had  said,  he  intended 
Milii^for  the  straits  of  Malacca.  Al- 
though I  sQsjpected  the  ver>'  reverse  of 
what  he  expressed  to  be  his  real  inten- 
tions, yet,  as  theoe  appeared  every 
probability  of  bis  return,  (at  least  to 
these  ports,)  I  thought  it  most  pru- 
dent to  leave  this  part  of  the  coast, 
and  go  the  outside  passage,  round 
Manselar  and  Bantack  to  Maul.  At 
Natal  I  arrived  on  the  21st  tnsUst 
(April,)  at  day  light,  and,  seeing  a 
vessel  at  anchor  off  Durian  point, 
(which  weighed  immediately  as  she 
«lw  us,)  exactly  answering  the  de- 
scriptkm  we  had  received  of  the  pri- 
vateer, I  hauled  out  again^  and  deter- 
mined on  proceeding  immediately  to 
the  southward  to  Padang,  and  to  fore- 
go the  market  I  expected  liere,  rather 
than  to  run  the  risk  of  meeting  with 
the  privateer. 

"  At  nooa  on  the  sameday^  standing 
down  with  a  fresh  northerly  wind 
between  Pooloo  Baniack  and  the  island 
Pamong,  I  saw  a  sail  coming  down  to 
windward,  under  two  square  sails  ^nd 
a  jigger  ;  but  as  we  seemed  to  outrun 
her,  and  imagine^l  we  had  left  the 
privateer  in  Natal  roads,  we  did  not 
pay  her  much  attention.  Atday  light  on 


the  aad,  betfig  aboat  4  leagues  to 
the  W.  N.  W.  of  Pooloo  Toojoo,  (i.  e. 
about  10  leagues  N,  W.  of  Padang,) 
we  saw  a  vessel  astern,  which  I  con- 
cluded to  be  the  same,  although  she 
had  now  top-sails  and  top-gallant  sails 
set.  At  three  P.  M.  being  nearly  be- 
calmed, the  stranger  seemed  to  near 
us  faster  than  his  sails  could  bring  him, 
and  in  consequence  I  sent  an  officer 
to  the  aiast  head,  with  a  glass,  who 
soon  perceived  h'ts  sweeps.  Being 
now  convinced  of  our  evil  fortune  in 
failing  in  with  the  vessel,  which  I  had 
incurred  so  much  trouble  and  loss  to 
avoid,«and  having  every  expectation 
of  being  perfectly  becalmed  I  thought 
it  best  to  put  on  a  good  countenance, 
and  take  advantage  of  the  light  airs 
we  then  had,  to  keep  the  wind  of  him. 
In  consequence,  at  four  P.  M.  we 
shortened  sail,  tacked,  and,  with  almost 
less  than  a  breath  of  wind,  continued 
(under  the  blessing  of  God)  to  keep 
him  to  leeward.  At  half  past  five,  hred 
a  shot  aod  showed  our  colours.  But 
the  shot  falling  short  of  him  a  little 
way,  we  stood  fast,  when  he  used  hiB 
utmoi^  endeavours  to  cross  out  hawse. 
At  twenty  minutes  before  six,  having 
got  two  guns  to  bear  on  him,  kept 
up  as  constant  a  tire  as  we  could  (rotfi 
them,  which  he  returned  from  his  two 
bow  guns,  keeping  away  occasionally 
to  give  us  his  swivels  and  small  arms, 
which  brought  him  more  aboam, 
where  our  other  gun  opened  upon 
him. 

"  At  10  minutes  before  six  he  was 
within  hail,  and  we  expected  he  would 
lay  ,us  on  board  every  moment,  but 
he  received  three  such  effi?ctive  dis- 
chargest  successively,  from  the  three 

?|un8,  that  bis  people  were  driven 
irom  their  oars,  and  his  decks,  which, 
on  his  coming  on,  were  crowded  with 
men,  seemed  to  be  deserted.  From 
the  crash  which  we  heard,  on  the 
close  discharge  of  our  guns,  and  from 
the  cries  of  his  people,  as  well  as 
from  seeing  some  of  them  go  over- 
board, there  is  reason  to  think,  he 
suffered  greatly.  At  15  minutes  after 
six,  he  shot  away  upon  our  larboard 
quaitec,  whis^^  Daphne  btiog  p«r« 
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fectly  becalmed  and  imrooveabte,  we 
were  enabled  to  get  the  guns  to  bear 
on  him.  He  then  pdlled  away  attem, 
and,  as  it  pleased  Heaven,  we  were 
no  move  troubled  with  him,  although 
we  were  becalmed  until  i2  o'clock, 
\  P.  M.  a  pretty  convincing  proof,  that 
he  was  sick  of  his  attempt.  I  was 
on  the  point  of  bailing  him,  when 
he  shot  upon  our  quarter,  (from  the 
confusion  and  astonishment  they  seem- 
ed to  be  in,)  to  strike  to  the  British 
^g,  but,  recollecting  that  all  our 
powder  horns  were  empty,  except  one, 
all  the  shot  on  deck  expended,  and 
the  vessel  not  under  command,  it 
appeared  to  be  most  prudent,  not  to 
irritate  his  sense  of  honor,  but  to 
avail  ourselves  x)f  the  respite  he  seem- 
ed inclined  to  give  us,  to  put  ourselves 
to  rights,  and  provide  for  a  second' 
attack.  The  Almighty  seems  to  have 
fought  for  us,  as  I  have  not  a  man 
hurt,  and,  as  far  as  I  yet  know,  scarcely 
a  rope-yarn  touched.  The  only  da- 
mage we  seem  to  have  sustained,  is 
in  our  ulwark,  which  is  partly  blown 
away,  from  the  training  of  our  guns. 

"  It  appears,  the  privateer  had  cap- 
tured the  Buchanan,  and  had  cut  two 
coasting  vessels  out  of  Natal  roads, 
the  day  before  my  arrival  there. 

'*  The  privateer  was  informed  of  the 
*  Buchanan  being  in  that  quarter,  by 
a  Frenchman  commanding  one  of  the 
king  of  Acheen's  brigs,  lying  at  La- 
boonagee,  at  the  time  she  came  in, 
and  I  am  well  informed,  that  the  pri- 
vateers on  this  coast,  are  in  constant 
habits  of  communication,  with  these 
men,  and  obtain  ev^Tj  information 
from  them.** 

Advices  from  Berar,  received  by 
tlieway  of  Bundelcund,- state,  that  the 
troops  of  the  rajah  of  Nagpore  have 
lately  been  engaged  jn  an  unsuccessful 
attack  again^  the  fortre^K  of  Gurr.ih 
Kotab,  belonging  to  an  indeptfudent 
chieftain,  named  rajah  Murden  Sing. 
On  this  occasion,  the  Boonselahs  are 
stated  to  have  sustained  a  loss  of  lOO 
men  killed,  and  200  wounded.  Mur- 
den Sing  having  proved  a  more  foimi- 
dable  enemy  than  the  Court  of  Berar 
had  expected  to  cope  with,  it  wascom- 
mooLy  reported,  that  Saadnt  AiiKiian 


was  about  to  take  the  field,  with  • 
force  of  10,000  men,  for  the  purpose 
of  coodocting'  the  ai^  of  Gum^ 
Kotah  in  person.  'Hie  place  was 
strongly  garrisoned,  and  well  supplied 
with  provisions  and  ammunition. 

Major  Kelly,  with  his  detachment 
fi'om  Kokkeroottee,  has  takeu  up  an 
advanced  position  at  Lohargong,  above 
the  ghauts,  where  he  remaiued  on  the 
30th  ultimo.  Gopaul  Sing,  when  last 
heard  of,  was  at  the  village  6f  Narut, 
at  no  great  distance  from  the  Briti^ 
party. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  oltimd,- 
a  strong  and  well-equipped  p^ty  was 
detached  from  major  Kelly's  camp, 
for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  a  body  of 
Gopaul's  people,  who  had  taken  pott 
in  a  small  fortified  house  situated  in  the 
centre  of  the  jungle. 

The  native  advices  from  the  Punjab 
mention  Shoja-ul-Mulk,  the  deposed 
king  of  Cabul,  was  again  on  the  bankj 
of  the  Indus,  in  considerable  force. 
The  ukhbars  add,  that  he  had  succeeded 
in  assembling  an  army  of  Dooraoneet, 
and  AfFghan8,with  whom  he  had  taken 
the  field,  and  had  set  out  for  Peshour, 
with  the  design  of  attempting  another 
struggle  for  his  throne.  The 
same  accounts  state,  that  great  dLstreas 
for  money  prevailed  In  the  camp  of 
his  rival,  Mahomed  Shah,  and  that  the 
troops  of  the  latter  were  much  io 
jirrear  )  an  observation,  which  is  gene- 
rally applicable  to  the  camps  and  troops 
of  all  oriental  potentates. 

Runjeet  Sing  had  not  prosecuted  his 
operation  against  the  fort  of  Moohan. 
Some  arrangements  s^m  to  have  been 
effected  with  the  rajah  of  that  princi^ 
pality,  through  the  nominal  mediation 
of  Shuja-ul-Mulk.;  ir^  consequence  of 
which,  Runjeet,  accompanied  by  his 
army,  had  returned  to  Lahore. 

July  10. — Late  letters  fr6m  the  ^ 
north-east  frontier  of  Bengal,  notice  a 
slight  distarbance  in  that  quarter,  con- 
nected with  some  local  dissensions  in 
the  neighbouring  kingdom  of  Assam. 
A  rebel  chieftain,  belonging  to  the 
latter  state,  havitig  usurped  the  inheri* 
tance  of  his  brother's  fimily,  had  coo^ 
trived  to  obtain  the  secret  support  of 
the  rajab  of  ^ndb^  an  extensive  Hu^ 
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bolder,  who,  betides  territorief  be  owns 
within  the  company's  proviDces,  has 
coniiderable  in  the  adjacent  Bootan 
coantry.  To  prevent  the  Burrapooken 
of  Assam,  from  restoring  bis  brother's 
heir  to  the  estate,  of  which  he  had  de- 
prived him,  this  chieftain  sent  the  boy^ 
accompanied  by  his  mother  and  sister^ 
into  the  custody  of  Bisnee  rajah  i  znd, 
at  the  same  time,  committed  his  own 
wife  and  children  to  the  rajah*s  pr«tec* 
tjon.  The  party  entered  the  British 
territoriesi  escorted  by  some  men,  de- 
puted for  that  purpose,  by  the  Bisnee 
rajah,  and  accompanied  by  an  elephant, 
the  property  of  the  despoiled  family, 
which  the  usurper  intended  as  a  pre- 
sent to  his  coadjutor.  The  Rannee, 
however,  privatelycontrived  to  dispatch 
thiselephant,  umter  charge  of  |her  De- 
wao^to  the  care  of  the  officer  command- 
ing the  British  outposts  at  Jagagapah. 
The  elephant  was  seized  on  the  road  by 
the  Bisnee  people.  But  early  intima- 
tion of  the  circumstance  being  con- 
veyed to  the  officer  in  question,  he  im- 
mediately dispatched  a  Havildar's  party 
f(H;  the  protection  of  the  property.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  elephant  was 
Tescoed  and  brought  in  by  a  party  of 
police  Burkondasses  from  the  Tannah 
at  6oalparah«  On  the  night  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  the  party  from  Jaga- 
gapah, the  Bisnee  people,  alarmed  by 
the  discovery  of  the  transaction,  sent 
hick  the  boy  and  his  mother,  to  the 
Qtorper,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Brah- 
mapootra. The  sister,  however,  re- 
maioed;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
sepoys,  she  took  advantage  of  some 
remissness  on  the  part  of  her  attend- 
daots,  to  fly  from  their  custody,  and 
throw  herself  on  the  protection  of  the 
British  party. 

The  Havildar,  having  no  orders  on 
the  subject,  declined  to  interfere. 
The  unfortunate  girl  was  then  pur- 
Joed  by  her  female  attendants,  who, 
with  five  or  six  of  the  men,  presently 
overtook  and  seized  her,  just  as  she 
wai  passing  a  small  stream,  which 
lay  across  the  road.  A  struggle  en- 
toed  3  during  which  one  of  the  ruf- 
fians thrust  her  head  under  water, 
ud  attempted  to  drown  her.      She 


only  rescued  from  this  situation 
by  the  prompt  assistance  of  the  Ha^ 
vildar  and  Burkundasses  who  knocked 
down  the  assailant,  and  compelled 
the  others  to  desist  ^om  their  purpose. 
She  threw  her  arms  round  the  Ha- 
vildar, intreating  him  to  save  her, 
and  saying  that  she  would  certainly 
be  put  to  death,  if  she  was  taken, 
and  that  on  no  consideration  whatever 
would  she  return  to  Assam.  The 
man  was  moved  by  her  situation  ;  and, 
though  surrounded  by  a  crew  who 
threatened  violence  to  himself,  his 
presence  of  mind,  aided  by  a  very 
manly  appearance,  enabled  him  to 
bafBe  their  menaces,  and  to  conduct 
the  lady  in  safety  toGoalparah.  There 
she  remained  under  the  protecti6n  of 
the  police,  at  the  date  of  these  ac- 
counts. ll)e  Bisnee  Rajah  had  de- 
puted a  Vakeel,  to  claim  the  elephant, 
and  had  sent  a  party  to  seize  his  agent 
at  Goalparah,  on  account  of  his  re- 
misfness,  in  neglecting  to  forward  to 
his  master  an  early  intimation  of  the 
transaction.  In  the  mean  while,  the 
matter  had  been  made  a  subject  of 
correspondence,  between  4he  magis- 
trate at  Bungnore  and  the  Assam  go- 
vernment,—the  result  of  which  .would 
probably  determine  the  fate  of  the 
parties. 

Letters  from  the  Rungpore  district, 
of  the  end  of  June,  state,  that  the 
Bhramapootra  had  risen,  at  that  time, 
nearly  twenty  feet  above  its  usual  level, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
spots  of  high  land,  the  whole  coun- 
try about  the  frontier  was  overflowed. 
The  plain  opposite  to  the  lines  at 
Jagagapah,  was  navigated  by  boats. 

In  the  Jessore  district,  the  drought 
still  continued,  in  such  a  degree,  as 
materially  to  impede  the  operations 
of  the  Indigo-manufacturers,  who  were 
unable  to  procure  sufficient  water  for 
the  maceration  of  their  weed. 

COLLBOB  OP  FORT  WILLIAM,  Julv  10. 

TENTH  ANNUAL  WCAMINATION, 

PERSIAN.— First  Clais. 

1.  Priosep,  books  value  500  rupees,  and  a 
medal. 

2.  Bird,  ditto,  50  rupeet,  and  a  medal. 

Secimd  CUtss, 

3.  Molooy.    4.  Barw^  C^    5.  P*o- 
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dier.    6.  Pauon.    7.  Hariogtoti.    8.  Bfty« 
ley.    9.  Trotter,  A, 

Tkird  Hass, 
10.  Cur  lit.     ll.Tytler.     12.  Grant-     IS, 
Melville.     14.  Jennings.      15.  Ni»bet.    16. 
BUgrave.     17.  Sparks.      18.    Smell.      19. 
Lewin.    30,  Scott. 

21,  Whish.    22,  Middleton. 
ABSENT  FROM  EX.A.MINATION. 
Calvert,   Smith,  F.  C    Petrie,    Boldcro, 
tick.     Stockwel   and  Fraser,  attended,  but 
retired  without  being  examined. 
ARABIC. 
1,  Bird.     2.  Tytler. 

HINDOOSTANEE. 
1,  Bird,  books  value  500  rupees,  and  me- 
dal.    2,    Priusep,  ditto,    250  rupees,  and 
medal. 

Second  CUtsg. 
r>,  Molony.    4,  Trotter,  A.    5,  Bay  ley. 
6,  Jennings.      7,  Barwell,  C.  R.     8,   Har- 
liugton.     9,  Blagrave 

''Thira  Class. 
10,  Curtis.  11,  Calvert.  ! 2,  Fane.  13, 
Ni»bei.  14,  Tytler.  15,  Belli.  16,  Pat- 
tou.  17,  Grant.  IS,  Sparkj.  ^9,  .Smelt. 
20,  Kennedy.  21,.Melville.  22,Trutter»  J. 
23,  Scott. 

Fourth  Chfsg.  • 

24,  StockwelU     25,  Lewin.      2«,  Drew. 
S"^,  Whish.     28,  Brooke.     29,   Eraser.    30, 
Morley,     31,  Middleton.     ii'i.  Petrie.    33, 
Forde.     34,  Barwell,  A,  C     n5,  Gibson. 
AfiSENT  FROM  EXAMINATION. 
Smith,  F.  C. 

BENGALEJE. 
Fit  St  it  ass. 
I,  Porcher,  books  value  50f)  rupees,  and 
medal.     2,  Belli,  ditto,  and  medal.    3,  Bird, 
do.    4,  Prmsep. 

Second  Clfi.^f. 
5,  CaWert.    6.  Lewin.  7,  Fane.    8,  Ken- 
nedy. 

Third  rt»fs. 
9,  Brooke.     10,  Trotter.     II,  Whi»h. 

In  fa  i'tft  .<. 
12,   Morley.      13,  Blagrave.     14,  Ford. 
15,  Gibmn.     16,  Drew. 

ABSENT  FROM  EXAMINATION. 
Barwell,  A.  C.      Petiie  and   Eraser   at- 
tended, but  retired  with  nut  being  eiamined. 
PERSIAN  WRITING. 

1.  Grant,  books  value  200  rupees,  and  a 
medal. 

2,  Priusep,  books  value  200  rupees,  atod 
V    medal 

3  Middleton.     4,  Whij^h.    5,  Kennedy. 

A  spcdmen  of  the  Nuskh  character  was 
also  preseiued  by  Mr.  Blaj»rave,  who  ob- 
tained the  iir»t  prize  for  Nustaleek  writing 
at  a  former  examination. 

.    NAGREE  WRITING. 

1,  Blagrave,  N.  B.  obtained  the  first  prize 
last  year. 

2,  Grant,  books  value  200  rupees,  and  a 
medal. 


BENGALEE  WMTINa. 

1,  Blagrave,  books  value  200  rupees,  aad 
medal. 

2,  Whish,  books  value  200  rupees,  and 
medal. 

Medals  of  merit  are  awarded  to 
Messrs.  Molony  and  Porcher,  for  pro- 
ficiency in  the  Persian  language,  to 
Mr.  Bird,  for  proficiency  in  ibc  Arabic 
language,  to  Messrs.  Molony  and  Bay- 
ley,  for  proficiency  in  the  Hiudoostanee 
language,  and  to  Mensra.  Porrher^ 
Belli,  Bird,  and  Prinsep,  for  proficiency 
in  the  Bengalee  language. 

Ry  order  of  the  council  of  the 
college, 

W.  HONTBB,  Secretary. 

July  11.  On  Saturday  last,  accounts 
were  received  from  Kedgeree,  of 
the  loss  of  the  ship  Sir  Edward  Pel- 
lew,  capt.  Stevens,  bound  out  from 
the  river,  on  a  voyage  to  China.  The 
following  IS  a  correct  statement  of  the 
particuiars  of  this  loss. 

At  noon,  on  the  4th  July,  the  Sir 
Edward  Pellew  weighed  firom  Sanger, 
and  worked  down  channel,  with  the 
wind  at  South  East;  at  low  water, 
anchored  in  half  four  ^thorns,  the 
reef-buoy  bearing  S.  S.  W.  distant  3 
or  4  miles.  At  midnight,  the  tide 
answering,  weiglied,  and  worked  down 
channel ;  at  A.  M.  on  the  dth,  passed 
to  windv.'ard  of  the  reef- buoy  5  at  2 
A.  M.  lacked  on  the  N.  E.  wind  as 
above ;  at  3,  again  tacked  tn  a  half 
six  fathom  ;  Eastern  channol  lying  out 
S.  by  W.  and  S.  S.  W.  At  this  time 
it  appeared  from  the  deep  sea  lead, 
that  the  ship  was  making  a  S.  W. 
course;  and  at  day  light,  on  the  same 
morning  (5th  July)  the  ship  struck 
on  the  Eastern  sea  reef,  in  a  quarter 
less  four  fathoms  ;  the  second  time  she 
struck,  she  unshipped  her  rudder ;  a 
spar  was  rigged  out  astern^  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  a  rudder,  and  she  continued 
to  beat  over  the  reef,  in  a  quarter  less 
three  fathoms,  and  deepened  into  seven 
in  the  South  channel,  where  she  was 
anchored.  The  ship  having  at  thia 
time  nine  feet  in  her  ho]d,'it  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  all  the  pumps  incessantly 
at  work  ',  and  as  the  situation  of  the 
people  on  t>oard  became  imminently 
perilous^  the  boats  were  got  outj  aod 
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secured  astern,  with  a  long  scope  of 
rope. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  was  deter- 
mined to  proceed,  if  possible,  to  the 
Northward,  to  save  the  lives  of  the 
|>ersoD8  on  board.  With  tliat  inten- 
tion, the  fore  top-sail,  foresail,  jib,  and 
/ore  top-roast-stny-sail,  were  set,  apd 
the  cable  cut,  on  which  the  ship  deep- 
ened into  nine  fathoms  still  in  the  South 
ciiannel.  The  water  at  this  time,  bad 
increased  to  15  feet  4  inches,  and  the 
ship  so  much  water  Ic^ed,^  that  she 
would  not  fall  off  more  than  S.  W.  and 
S.  W.  by  S.  wind  South  £ast  -,  shoal- 
ing on  the  long  sand,  the  anchor  was 
agaih  let  go,  and  a  whole  cable  veered 
out,  when  the  ship  brought  up  in  six 
fiuhoms. 

Finding  every  exertion  unavailing, 
and  all  hope  of  saving  the  ship  being 
now  at  an  end,  it  was  unnecessarily 
endangering  the  lives  of,  the  people  to 
remain  longer  with  the  ship.  At  10 
A.  M.  on  the  5th  July,  Mr.  Bason,  the 
pilot,  wiih  Mrs.  Stevens,  and  seven  of 
the  ship's  crew,  went  on  board  the 
cutter ',  and  after  much  exertion  and 
ditficalty,  arrived  off  Beercool,  on  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  and  anchored 
off  the  creek.  Next  morning,  the 
cable  unfortunately  parted,  and  the 
boat  drove  on  shore,  where  she  imme- 
diately bilged,  and  the  persons  on  board, 
were  obliged  to  quit  the  boat  and  come 
on  shore,  as  the  sea  beat  over  them 
with  violence.  Ihc  Etajah  of  Beer-» 
cool  supplied  the  sutfvrers  with  stich 
conveyance  as  he  could  command,  and 
the  party  set  out  for  Contai,  where, 
on  their  arrival  on  ihe  fuUowing  day, 
they  were  reoeived  with  the  utmost 
kindness  and  attention  by  the  resident. 
On  tJie  7th,  they  reached  Kedgeree, 
and  thence  safely  embarked  on  buard 

e  Jessey  pilot  schooner. 

Captain  Stevens,  his  officers  and 
floeo,  except  those  who  had  gone  with 
Mr.  fiasou  in  the  cutter,  remained  by 
the  ship,  till  about  half  past  12  o'clock 
OQ  the  5th.  At  that  time,  the  after 
part  of  the  stern,  rudder,  and  stem- 
post,  were  gone ;  the  sea  was  running 
high,  and  there  were  filiteen  feet  water 
io  the  hold,  atxi  the  ship  sunk  so  much. 


that  it  was  coming  in,  both  fore  and 
aft  on  the  upper  deck.  Such  was  the 
state  of  the  ship,  when  Capt  Stevens 
quitted  her  in  the  long  boat,  taking 
with  him  as  many  of  the  people  as  the 
boats  would  carry,  atid  all  the  hands 
were  thus  brought  off  from  the  wreck, 
except  15.  The  long  boat  made  for 
Kedgeree,  and  having  arrived  there, 
captain  Stevens  went  on  board  the 
Philip  Dmdas  pilot  schooner,  and 
returned  to  the  wreck,  io  hope  of  sav- 
ing the  people  who  had  been  left  be* 
hind,  and  a  part  of  the  cargo.  On  the 
7th,  the  schooner  came  near  t^e  wreck, 
and  ciptain  Stevens  went  on  board  heo 
boat,  and  picked  up  one  of  the  mea 
that  had  remained  by  the  wreck  ;  the 
others  had  left  it  upon  the  evening  of 
th^  5th,  u^n  a  raft  which  they  bad 
prepared.  This  man  that  was  taken 
from  the  wreck  stated,  that  the  ship 
had  filled  entirely  in  the  aAerno<Ki  of 
the'5tb,  and  overset  upon  her  broad- 
side. At  five  o'clock  on  the  same 
evening,  all  her  masts  went  over,  except 
the  foremast,  which  remained  -on  the 
7th,  but  at  that  time  the sl>ip had  set- 
tled so  much  in  the  sand,  that  the 
water  was  within  six  feet  of  the  fore- 
top,  so  that  it  was  impartible  4o  save 
any  part  of  the  cai^o. 

No  accounts  have  yet  been  received 
of  the  men  who  quitted  the  wreck  on 
the  evening  of  the  5th.  From  the 
blowing  weather  that  has  since  pre- 
vailed, it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  have 
perished. 

July  21. — The  cartel  Harriet,  in 
working  up  the  river  on  Thursday 
morning,  unfortunately  took  the  ground 
twice ;  and,  on  the  second  occasion, 
was  so  firmly  fixed,  as  to  excite  the 
moiit  serious  apprebeosioos  for  her 
safety.  At  a  late  hour  yesterday,  she 
was  left  high  and  dry  on  the  sand, 
just  bf  low  Fort  Mornington  Point,  and 
was  ultimately  saved. 

On  Thursday  last,  the  right  honour-' 
able  the  governor-general  held  a  dur- 
bar at  the  government-house,  which 
was  attended  by  all  the  vakeels  of  fo- 
reign courts  resident  at  Calcutta,  and 
likewise  by  many  of  the  principal 
Native  inhabitants  of  the  presidency. 
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BENGAL 

Occurrences  for  August. 

August  I.— The  latest  accounts 
from  the  court  of  Scindea,  present  a 
picture  of  anarchy  and  disorder^  but 
rarely  paralleled  even  in  the  annals  of 
a  Mahratta  camp.  About  the  begin- 
ning of  July,  the  Maharajah,  with  bis" 
forces,  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ramghur,  a  place  to  the  southward  of 
Soopoor,  and  bordering  on  the  ittate  of 
Kotah.  Another  revolution  had  taken 
place  in  his  cabinet;  but  the  new 
minister  being  a  Mahajun  of  low  birth, 
and  without  consideration,  possessed 
the  confidence  of  neither  party:  and, 
it  was  thoQght  not  improbable,  that  he 
would  soon  follow  the  fate  of  one  of 
his  recent  predecessors,  who,  about 
twelve  months  ago,  expiated  that  ele- 
vation with  his  li^. 

The  corps  of  regular  infantry  in 
Scindea's  service,  having  been  for  a 
long  time  in  a  state  of  mutiny,  on 
account  of  the  large  arrears  of  pay 
due  to  them,  a  mode  of  satisfying  their 
demands  had  at  length  been  adopted, 
equally  effectual  andiahuman.  While 
drawn  up  oa  parade,  they  were  sud- 
denly surround  by  the  whole  cavalry 
of  the  army,  and  compelled  to  ground 
their  arms.  They  were  then  plunder- 
ed of  every  thing  they  possessed  ;  those 
who  attempted  resistance,  were  but- 
chered ;  and  the  rest  were  turned  out 
of  camp.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
European  officers,  who  also  sufiered 
with  their  men  in  the  general  pillage, 
wouM  quit  altogether  the  Mahratta 
country. 

Amid  all  these  outrages  and 
tumults,  an  event  had  taken  place  in 
camp,  which  had  been  celebrated  with 
great  pomp  and  rejoicing.  This  was 
no  other  than  the  adoption  of  a  son 
by  the  Maharajah )  who,  having  no 
prospect  of  male  issue  from  his  own 
body,  had  selected  a  young  lad,  nearly 
related  to  the  late  heir  apparent,  who 
died  some  months  ago^  as  the  successor 
to  the  musnud. 

AuausT  6th. — On  Monday  last, 
counsel  were  heard  in  the  supreme 
court,  on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
ioacase  of  adoption.     The  question 


was,  whether  a  Bramtn  could  adopt 
the  son  of  bis  sister  >  The  Hindoo  law 
was  adverse  to  the  practice!  l>ui  that 
law,  it  appeared,  had  been  intrudvtced 
into  Bengal  only  within  the  !3>i  25 
years,  and  even  to  this  day  wan  iiot 
generally  recognized  j  while,  on  ihe 
other  hand,  it  was  opposed  by  'jusiom 
immemorial.  Their  Iord.shi|)s,  in  con- 
sideration of  this  and  other  circom- 
staaces,  were  unanimous  in  refusing 
the  application. 

August  1 8. — The  following  com- 
munication from  Bombay,  gives  a  full 
detail  of  all  the  circumstances,  relative 
to  the  unfortunate  fate  of  the  Carl 
Camden  Indiaman. 

"  Bombay,  24ih  July,  1810. 

''lam  much  concerned  to  inform 
you,  of  the  total  destruction  of  the 
earl  Camden  Chinaman  ;  capt.  Samp- 
son, by  fire.  This  event  took  place 
last  night  in  our  habour.  The  Earl 
Camden  had  only  yesterday  taken  in 
the  last  50  bales  of  her  cargo,  which 
amounted  in  all  to  6,000  bales.  The 
first  symptoms  of  fire  were  discovered 
by  the  captain's  clerk,  who  perceived 
a  smell  of  burning,  about  1 2  o'clock 
at  night.  The  alarm  being  given,  the 
officer  commanding  removed  the  gun- 
room scuttle,  when  the  smoke  instantly 
overwhelmed  him.  He  dropped  down, 
for  a  second,  and  perceived  the  fiame 
playing  along  the  larboard  side.  He 
then  instantly  bolted  down  the  scuttle, 
and  opened  the  deck  over  the  spot 
where  the  fire  appeared ;  and,  having 
staved  the  butts,  &c.  proceeded  to 
pour  down  water.  All,  however,  wau 
to  no  purpose. 

**  The  alarm  reached  the  shone 
about  10  o'clock.  I'he  captain,  pur- 
ser, &c.  went  off  immediately  ;  bat, 
before  they  arrived,  the  flanoes  had 
reached  the  great  cabio,  and  were 
issuing  from  the  windows.  About 
2  o'clock,  the  fire  appeared  all  atoooe 
(fiom  thesbore)  bursting  up  through  the 
poop.  In  about  half  an  hour  afier* 
wards,  the  dreadful  element  had  com- 
plete possession  of  the  hull,  at  least, 
as  far  as  the  fore^mast.  And,  as  the 
ship  was  cut  from  her  moorings  at  an 
early  period,  in  order  to  take  advantage 
of  a  flood  tide  that  was  setting  fiivoor- 
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abJy  for  carrying  ber  away  from  the 
rest  of  the  shipping,  she  drifted  before 
the  current,  aided  by  a  gentle  breeze, 
with  ber  fore-«tay-sail  set,  in  a^^'fol 
majesty,  to  the  opposite  Mahratta 
shores,  aboat  12  or  15  miles  distant. 
There  her  remains  are  now  stranded; 
These,  however,  must  be  scanty  ;  for 
she  burnt  fairly,  and,  not  having  been 
scuttled,  continued  to  rise  gradually 
out  of  the  water,  as  the  fire  lightened 
her,  ^o  that  every  thing  must  have 
been  consumed  to  wftLin  one  or  two 
feet  of  ber  keel. 

*'  It  most  fortunately  happened, 
that  she  was  moored  outside  of  all  the 
rest,  otherwise  more  mischief  must 
have  happened.  It  was  the  g.^ndest 
scene  ot'  the  kind  I  ever  witnessed. 
Many  persons,  actuated  by  curiosity, 
put  off  from  the  shore,^and  incurred 
considerable  danger,  by  approaching 
her.  The  mizen-mast  fell  within  a 
few  yards  of  one  of  the  boat;;,  and  the 
guns  discharged  their  contents  in  suc- 
cession. 

'*  With  respect  to  the  serious  ques- 
tion of  what  could  have  occasioned 
this  Are,  we  are  quite  at  a  loss  to  deter- 
mine. Two  country  ships  under  simi- 
lar circumstances,  have  lately  expe- 
rienced the  same  fate.  And  the  scru- 
pulous investigations  held  on  these 
occasions,  before  Mr.  Crawford  (one 
of  our  best  and  clearest  magistrates) 
had  led  to  a  general  belief,  that  the 
fire  could  only  huve  been  occasioned 
hy  the  wilful  act  of  the  Lascars,  tempt- 
ed by  the  six  months'  advance  of  im- 
press so  injudiciously  given.  But,  in 
this  instance,  captain  S.tutpson,  from 
that  very  conviction,  took  every  pos- 
sible precaution  against  this  supposed 
source  of  danger,  by  never  allowing 
a  native  to  enter  his  hold  during  his 
stowage,  nor  even  admitting  his  I^ascars 
on  boanl,  until  he  had  filled  the  holds, 
and  bat  toned  and  caulked  down  all  the 
gun  deck  hatchways;  thus  confining 
them  to  their  own  births  forward. 
lo  £u:t,  such  perfection  has  of  late 
been  acquired  in  packing  the  bales, 
that,  with  the  powerful  aid  of  iron 
•crews  on  board,  the  cotton  is  com* 
pressed  to  such  a  degree,  that,  where- 
rver  it  happens  to  be  at  all  mobt,  it 


gradually  becomes  heated.  That  beat 
increases  as  it  drives,  and  then  the  igni* 
tion  seems  to  conmience.  If  this  be 
the  cnuse,  all  our  China  ships  now 
here,  witU  (still)  upwards  of  36,000 
bales  on  board,  must  run  a  similar 
risk." 

August  1  y.  Sunday  last  being  the 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  a  royal 
salute  was  fired  at  noon  from  the  ram- 
parts of  Fort  W  illiam,  in  honor  of  the . 
occasion. 

Calcutta  Gazette  Extraa*  d'lnanf . 

FoRT  William,  Aug  2-1.    * 

The  following  dispatch  from  lieute- 
nant-colonel Keating,  of  hi**  majesty's 
56th  regiment,  annoimcing  the  impor- 
tant event  of  the  reduction  of  the  isle 
of  Bourbon,  by  his  n)ajest>'s  and  the 
honorable  company's  arms,  is  published 
for  general  information. 
To  N.  B,  Edmonstone,  Esq  ChitJ^Sec. 
to  govt.  Calcutta. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the 
force  consisting  of  1800  Europeans, 
and  1850  Native  troops,  which  the 
right  honorable  the  governor-general 
of  India  in  council  has  been  pleased 
to  confide  to  my  orders  and  directions, 
for  the  conquest  of  the  island  of  Bour- 
bon, arrived  at  Rodrigues  on  the  20th 
of  June,  at  which  time  I  was  absent 
on  the  important  duty,  which  has  al- 
ready been  rtet ailed  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  lordship  in  my  letter  of  the 
l6ih  of  the  same  month. 

The  intelligence  which  I  then  ob- 
tained, enabled  me  ai  once  to  decide 
upon  9  plan  of  attack.  A  copy  of 
which  (No.  1.)  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  commodoi-e 
Rowley,  commanding*  the  blockading 
squadron  before  the  isles  of  France  and 
Bonaparte,  anchored  in  his  majesty's 
ship  Boadicea.  off  Fort  Duncan,  in  the 
island  of  Rodrigues. 

No  time  was  lost  in  making  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  for  the  reduction 
of  this  island. 

Frofn  the  unfiivourable  state  of  the 
weather,  we  were  delayed  at  Rodrigues, 
until  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant, 
wl^  we  weighed  anchor,  and  pro- 
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ceeded  to  the  point  of  reodezvous^  fifty 
miles  to  windward  of  tbe  island  of 
Bonaparte,  which  point  we  reached  at 
tour  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  6th, 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  judicious 
arrangements  made  by  commodore 
Rowley,  ami  the  iudefntigable  zeal  and 
exertions  of  captains  Pym,  of  the  Qii^m, 
Lambart,  of  the  Iphigenia,  Curii»,  of 
the  Magicienne,  VV^illoughby,  of  the 
Nereide,  and  Iteut.  Robb^  1st  of  the 
Boadicea ;  the  whole  of  the  troops 
were  removed  from  the  transports,  and 
embarked  on  the  frigates, which  imme- 
diately stood  in  for  the  points  of  debar^ 
kation. 

It  will  jppcar  by  the  dispositions 
made  in  the  plan  of  attack,  for  strik- 
ing the  first  blow  direct  at  the  enemy's 
capital,  that  there  were  two  objects 
in  view  J  first,  to  prevent  a  proiracted 
warfare  in  the  interior  of  a  country 
almost  inaccessible  to  an  invading  ar- 
my J  and  secondly,  to  insure  the  final 
reduction  of  tbe  island  in  the  shortest 
time  possiblei^by  sccitring  the  principal 
garrison,  and  the  gc^Ternor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief, whom  I  knew  to  be 
at  Saint  Dennis. 

I'he  first  brigade  composed  of  his 
majesty's  86th  regiment,  the  1st  bat. 
of  the  6th  regiment  Madras  Native 
infantry,  and  a  small  detail  of  artillery 
and  pioneers,  commanded  by  lieute- 
nant-colonel Fraser,  was  ordered  to 
land  at  Grand  Chaloupe,  and  lo  proceed 
by  the  mountains  direct  against  the 
"west  side  of  the  enemy's  ca[)ital, 
whilst  the  second,  third,  and  fourth 
brigades  were  to  Innd  at  Riviere  de 
pluise,  and  to  force  the  liiies  of  defence 
extending  from  the  Butor  Redoubt  on 
the  north,  or  sea-sidw*,  to  the  Redoubt 
No.  1 1,  on  the  south,  and  fiom  thence 
to  cross  the  re*,ot  the  town  to  the 
river  St.  Denni««. 

About  iwoo'cl  )ck  P.  M.  on  the  7th, 
the  several  ships  having  reached  their 
stations,  the  beach,  from  St.  Marie  to 
within  gun-shot  of  the  imperial  bat- 
tery, was  reconnoiiered  by  captain 
Willoughby  of  the  royal  navy,  and 
lielit. -colonel  Campbell,  of  his  majes- 
ty's 33d  legiment,  commanding  the 
fouuli  brigade  for  the  advance. 
'     The  weather  being  moderate^  and 


the  enemy  not  appearing  in  strength, 
it  was  determined  to  debark  tbe  troops  $ 
accord'mgly,  lieatenant-colooel  Camp- 
bell,  with  150  light  troops  of  his  bri- 
gade, and  captain  Willoughby,  of  the 
royal  navy,  commanding  a  party  of 
seamen,  and  appointed  to  superintend 
the  landing,  immediately  pinhed  off, 
and  landed  their  men  about  4  o*dock. 

Lieutenant-cobnel  Macleod,  of  his 
majesty's  6pth  regiment,  commanding 
the  third  brigade,  with  150  men,  ef- 
fected a  landing  nearly  at  the  saRHi 
time ;  but,  at  this  moment,  the  wind 
increasing  with  ranch  violence,  raised 
tbe  surf  to  an  unexpected  height,  and 
several  boats  being  stove  on  the  beacb» 
the  laiKiing  of  more  troops  that  even- 
ing became  impracticable. 

This  important  object  was  not,  how- 
ever, given  up,  until  an  experiment, 
concerted  with  commodore  Rowley, 
was  put  in  exectittoa.  A  small  trans- 
port (the  Udney)  was  run  upon  the 
bench,  in  hopes  that  the  troops  might 
be  enabled  to  land  over  her  stern,  or 
under  her  lee:  this  service  was  per-» 
formed  by  lieutenant  Lloyd,  second  of 
the  Boadicea,  with  the  usual  intrepi- 
dity which  distinguishes  our  navy  $  but 
the  violence  of  the  weather,  and  natu- 
ral difficulties  of  the  situation  were 
such  as  to  frustrate  the  intention  pro- 
posed. 

It  now  became  necessary,  if  possible, 
to  communicate  with  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Macleod,  the  senior  officer,  with 
the detachtnent  on  shore,  which,  in- 
landing,  had  the  whole  of  their  ammu- 
nition damaged,  and  had  lost  a  consi- 
derable number  of  tlieir  arms. 

Lieutenant  Foulstone,  of  his  majes- 
ty's 69th  regiment,  in  the  nK)st  band- 
some  manner,  volunteerfng  to  swim 
through  the  surf,  his  services  were 
immediately  accepted,  and  that  officer 
accordingly  conve}ned  my  orderi  to  the 
lieutenant-colonel  to  take  possession  of, 
and  occupy  St.  Marie  for  the  night. 

This  sen'ice  was  performed  by  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Macleod  in  a  oiasterly 
and  oificer-like  manner. 

I  fdt  much  anxiety  for  this  detach- 
ment during  tbe  night,  and  as  the  prac- 
ticability of  disembarking  more  troops 
to  windward  appeared  to  commodore 
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Rowlcyi  a<  well  as  myself,  very  oncer- 
tain,  the  Magicienne  having  on  board 
the  second  brigade,  was  dispatched 
about  10  o'clock  P.  M-  to  Grand  Cha- 
loope,  to  which  place  it  was  determined 
that  the  Boadicea,  with  such  transports 
as  had  military  stores  on  board,  should 
follow  in  the  morning. 

According  to  this  arrangement,  cap- 
tain Lambert,  of  the  Iphigcnia,  being 
left,  with  directions  from  commodore 
Rowley,  to  seize  the  first  moment  of 
moderate  weather,  to  debark  that  part 
of  the  third  brigade  then  on  board  his 
ship,  I  proceeded  with  the  ccmimodore 
in  the  Boadicea,  on  the  morning  of  the 
8(h,  with  the  remainder  of  the  third 
and  fourth  brigades,  and  effected  a 
landing  to  leeward,  at  Grand  Chaloupe, 
about  1 1  o'clock  A.  M.  With  this 
force,  under  my  immediate  command, 
I  instantly  moved  forward  by  the 
mountains ;  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.  passing 
over  the  heights,  I  reconnoitred  the 
enemy's  position;  aiKi  by  4  o'clock, 
had  formed  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  the  attack  upon  his  capital. 

Major  Austin,  at  the  head  of  the 
12lh  and  33d  grenadiers,  and  12th 
Nalire  infantry,  had  received  his  final 
instmctions  to  assail  the  town  in  the 
rear;  lieutenant-colonels  Macleod  of 
the  69th,  and  Campbell  of  the  33d, 
bad  already  passed  the  enemy's  strong 
position  on  the  east  of  the  town  from 
the  Butor  to  No.  5,  Redoubt ;  lieute- 
nant-colonel Clarges  was  well  advanced 
towards  the  west  of  the  town,  with 
five  companies  of  bis  majesty's  (Spth 
regiment,  to  force  the  batteries  on  the 
sea  face,  and  lieutenant-colonel  Drum- 
mond,  commanding  the  2d  brigade, 
had  reinforced,  with  the  royal  marines 
of  his  brigade,  the  position  so  galkmtly 
maintained  by  the  first  brigade,  on  the 
west  of  the  river  St.  Dennis. 

Through  the  exertions  of  major 
T^ynton,  commanding  the  artillery, 
and  of  captain  Mackintosh  of  the 
Bombay  artillery,  assisted  by  licot.- 
ooionel  Clarges  of  the  69th  regidient, 
and  lieutenant  Lanthem  of  his  Majes- 
ty's ship  La  Nereide,  commanding  a 
party  of  Mty  searioen,  I  was  enabled  to 
get  forward  two  field  pieces,'  and  one 
W  and  half  ioch  howitzer,  which 


were  descending  the  mountain,  and 
would  have  been  in  actioa,  in  less  thaa 
half  an  hour.  This  would  have  insured 
the  result  of  the  premeditated  attack, 
or,  in  the  event  of  any  disaster,  secured 
our  retreat,  which  latter  was,  id  vaf 
opinion,  next  to  an  impossibility^ 

Affairs  were  thus  situated,  when  I 
received  a  roes^ge  from  the  left,  the 
enemy  had  sent  out  a  trumpeter,  with 
an  officer,  to  demand  a  suspension  of 
arms,  and  on  honorable  terms  to  sor- 
render  the  whole  isldtid. 

There  was  not  a  moment  to  be  lost 
in  having  an  enemy  completely  in  our 
power,  and  I  accordingly  i^sue'l  imme- 
diate orders  for  the  troops  to  halt. 

I  should  have  nnentioned  I  had  de- 
tached captain  Hanna  with  two  com- 
panies of  his  Majesty's  1st  battalion 
of  the  56th  regiment,  to  La  Possession, 
the  batteries  of  which  place  he  took 
by  assault,  in  the  most  gallant  man- 
ner. 

Thus,  Sir,  in  a  few  hours  has  tbit 
rich,  extensive,  and  valuable  colony, 
been  added  to  his  gracious  Majesty's 
dominions,  with  a  population  of  up- 
wards of  100,000  souls,  and  with  a 
loss  on  our  part,  comparatively  trifling, 
when  the  nature  of  the  service  is  con- 
sidered. A  return  of  which,  (No.  2.) 
accompanies  this  dispatch,  with  a  copy 
of  the  capitulation.  (No  3.) 

The  whole  of  the  service  ha?  been 
conducted  so  completely  to  my  satis- 
^ction,  that  where  praise  is  the  just 
claim  of  all,  it  may  be  considered 
invidious  to  select.  However,  the 
truly  military  style,  and  rapidity  of  the 
movements  of  the  first  brigade,  calls 
for  my  unqualified  thanks  to  lieut.- 
colonel  Fraser^and  the  oflBcers  and  men 
under  his  command.  The  same  is 
equally  due  to  lieut. -colonels  Macleod 
and  Campbell,  and  the  troops  under 
their  orders,  who  landed  under  the 
greatest  difficulties,  opposed  by  the 
weather,  and  an  almost  inacressible 
beach. 

My  thanks  are  further  due  to  lieut.- 
oolonel  Macleod,  for  the  gallant  mari- 
ner in  whicii  he  took  possession  of  the 
batteries  of  St.  Marie. 

To  lient.-colonel  Drummond,  cora- 
manding  the  2d  brigade,  the  service  is 
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mach  indebted/  for  the  rapid  and  efi«c* 
taal  support  which  he  gave  to  the  1  »t 
brigade.  Nor  can  I  withhold  my 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  lieuc. 
Cottle,  of  the  royal  marines,  who,  with 
the  detachment  under  his  command, 
acred  with  the  usual  intrepidity  of  that 
corps. 

I  am  well  aware  that  I  cannot  add 
to  the  well-earned  feme  of  commodore 
Rowley,  commanding  bis  Majesty's 
squadron,  whose  merit  as  an  officer 
js  well  known,  and  duly  appreciated^ 
but  I  shall  ever  feel  grateful  (or  the 
eordiality  with  which  be  has  co-ope- 
rated with  me  throughout  this  service. 
And  as  far  as  the  success  of  the  expe- 
dition depended  upon  the  naval  ar- 
rangement, the  praise  is  unquestionably 
due  to  him. 

To  captains  Pym,  Lambert,  Curtis, 
and  Willoughby,  of  the  royal  navy, 
commanding  the  frigates  mentioned 
in  the  first  part  of  this  dispatch,  the 
army  is  infinitely  indebted  for  its  effec- 
tual and  speedy  debarkation.  To 
captain  Willoughby,  who  more  im- 
mediately superintended  the  landing  to 
windward,  and  who  served  on  shore 
with  a  party  of  seamen,  my  thanks  are 
particularly  due,  as  also  to  lieutenants 
Robb  and  Lloyd,  (I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  staling,  that  the  latter  oflHcer 
was  severely  wounded  on  the  2 1st  of 
September  last,  when  gallantly  lead- 
ing on  a  party  of  seamen ;  but  in  the 
hurry  of  my  dispatch  of  that  date,  his 
nnme  was  omitted,)  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Boadicea,  Cbudds  of  the  Iphige- 
nia,  and  Lanham  of  the  Nerade,  i 
must  likewise  take  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  my  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  lieutenant  Pye,  of  the 
royal  marines,  who  was  wounded 
while  under  my  command,  on  the  21st 
of  September  last. 

The  commanding  officers  of  corps 
and  detnchments,  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, and  the  whole  of  the  staff,  have 
merited  my  warmest  approbation.  Cap- 
tain Pjrkinson  of  His  Majesty's  33rd 
reginient,  and  deputy  adjutant-general, 
commands  my  particular  thanks,  not 
only  for  the  conduct  of  his  own  imme- 
diate department,  but  for  the  active 
assistance  which  he  afforded  me, 
wherever  required. 


Major  Vernon,  the  deputy  quarter 
master  •  general,  has  jilso  my  thanks 
for  his  zeal  and  attention. 

To  captain  Barry,  who  acted  as  my 
aid-de-carop,  I  am  likewise  much 
indebted  for  the  assistance  which  I 
received  from  htm  during  this  service. 
Nor  can  I  pass  over  unnoticed,  the  zeal 
and  activity  noanifested  by  lieutenant 
Blackstone,  senior  officer  of  engineers 
upon  this  occasion— As  also  that  of 
captain  Snow,  commissary  of  pro- 
visions, who  commanded  2d  battalion 
of  (he  1 2th  regiment  of  Native  infan- 
try, from  the  time  of  jts  landing  until 
the  immediate  service  was  over. 

The  judicious  arrangements  of  doc- 
tor Harris,  superintending  surgeon, 
claim  favourable  notice  ;  as  does  also 
the  zeal  and  attention  of  Mr.  Surgeon 
Da  vies,  of  the  Bombay  establishment. 

The  troops  without  exception,  his 
majesty's-  and  the  hon#urab1e  com- 
pany's, the  royal  marines  and  teamen, 
conducted  themselves  with  that  cou- 
rage and  energy  so  truly  characteristic 
of  British  soldiers. 

I  have  only  to  regret  that  the  nature 
of  the  service  was  such  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  equally  employing 
all  the  troops,  as  I  am  well  assured 
that,  under  any  circumstance  of  service, 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  would 
be  conspicuous. 

On  the  gth,  agreeable  to  his  lord- 
ship's orders,  Mr.  Farquhar  was  sworn 
in  governor  of  this  colony  and  its 
dependencies,  at  which  cerenoony, 
commodore  Rowley  and  myself  at- 
tended. 

I  am  fully  satisfied  that  the  mild 
and  conciliatory  manners  of  Mr.  Far- 
quhar, added  to  the  protection  which 
British  laws  afford,  equally  to  all,  will 
speedily  have  the  effect  of  placing  tbia 
Island  in  the  most  flourishing  con- 
dition, by  shewing  to  the  inhabitants, 
the  difference  between  a  just  govern- 
ment, and  that  tyranny  and  oppression 
from  which  they  have  been  relieved. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  with 
the  flank  brigade,  was  dispatched  on 
the  10th,  lor  St.  Paul's,  wtiich  place 
he  immediately  occupied,  causing  fif- 
teen hundred  of  the  enemy,  com* 
posed  of  troops   of  the  line,  guard 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BENGAL  OCCURRENCES  FOR  AUGUST,   1610.  79 

ottiooaly  Creole  Militia^  kc.  to  sur-  TheSspmiUm  rf  tU  ^imnfirtt  U  » ftlUw. 

render  their  arms.  ^^  ^'-  DennU.— .Troops  of  the  lint      1  SO 

I  have  deerpedi.  proper  for  the  pre-  S  Sflt^t^frr::::::.    ^^s 

lent,  to  diFidc  the  uland  lototwo  dia-       Mounted  men 25 

tricts,  north  east,  and  southwest,  in  At  St.  PauJ*s.— Troops  of  the  Line      116 

order  to  facilitate  the  distribution  of       Guard  national S50 

the  troops  to  the  different  out-posts  :       S***^!*  'i.^,^"?«° ^»* 

and  I  have  the  satisfkction  to  sayrThat       ^T    ^*!"'' ^ ^^^ 

tto^rraugements  have  been  already  ..Jn'^^^'orn^l^^atr^ 

Lieutenant-colonel     Campbell,    of  §1  Lo"VsVZV***.\\'*^^^^^^                       168 

his  Majesty**  thirty-third  regiment,  is  St. Pieiro.'nowciiiid'RiVd'Abo^^^        437 

the  t>earer  of  this  dispatch,  to  whom,        Sc.  Joseph  » ^ S6l 

as  an  intelJigeni  and  valuable  officer,       St.  Rose S40 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  his  lordship  for       «|Bcnou... 417 

eve^parricuiar.  s^'ttne::;;::::;:::::;;:::.::  ^ 

1  nave  likewise  thought  it  neces-       St.  Marie 57 

aary  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  dispatch 

direct  to  England,  for  the  information  The  enemy  reckons  upon  our  land* 

of  H.  M.*8  ministers,  and  have  accord*  ing  in  the  south  or  east  of  the  isla^d^ 

ingly  ordered  on  that  duty,    captain  and  making  regular  advances  against  Sft. 

Parkinson,   of  H.  M.  thirty-third  re-  Dennis  and  St.  Paul's. 

ginoent,  and  deputy-adjutant-geoeral.  Were  such  a  measure  pursued  ia 

an  intelligent  and  experienced  officer,  tlie  reduction  of  the  island^  our  loss 

of  sixteen  years  standing  in  the  ser-  citist  be  very  severe,  and  success  very 

vice,  and  to  whom,  as  i  have  already  doubtful,    arisiug    frocn    the  natural 

stated  in  the  body  of  my  letter,  I  am  strength  of  the  country^  and  the  ex- 

much  indebted.  posing  our  force  to  the  tire  of  tht^ir 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  marksmen,  without  being  able  to  re- 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  turn  a  shot.    But  these  are  not  all  the 

H.  S.  Keating.  advantages  which  the  enemy  would  de- 

JJeut,  CoL  Comdg,  i^ive,  and  no  doubt  reap  from  our  land*' 

Head-quarters,  St.  Pauts,  ii^  at  any  distance  from  their  capital^ 

hie  of  Bourbon,  2lst  July,  1810.  such  a  measure  would  give  them  time 

to  collect  and  concentrate  their  force. 

Secret  and  CorifidentlaL  which  at  St.  Dennis,  they  can  In  two 

General  instructions  and  directions  <^ay»  reinforce  to  2,347  men,  leaving 

for  officers,  commanding  brigades,  by  St.  PauPs  and  the  south-west  side  of 

lieutenant-colonel  Keating,  coounand*  the  island  securp  and  garrisoned  with 

ing  a  detachment  of  troops,  proceeding  i  »S76  men, 

against  the  Island  of  Bourbon.  (n  order  to  ensure  the  object  of  this 

Camp  at  Rodrigues,  July  1,  1810.  expedition,  with  the  least  possible  loss 

llie  present  armament  is  directed  to  the  force  which  has  been  placed  un« 

towards  obtaining  possession  of  the  der  my  orders  and  direction,  it  is  my^ 

Isle  of  Bourbon,  in  the  name  of  his  determination  to  strike  the  ^rs^  blow 

gracious  majesty  king    George  the  at  the  very  heart  of  the  enemy,  and 

'Third,                                              '  having  dispossessed  him  of  his  capical, 

The  enemy's  force  on  the  Island,  is  our  further  operations  must  be  guided 

as  follows ;  by  his  future  discomfiture  and  diipo- 

DreU'— Anillery,  blue.    Troops  siiion. 

of  Uat,  Green.     l(egular  troopt  of  fhe  following  plan  of  attack  U  laid 

n}ri.rntr.::;^:7pv;^^^^^^  '''  ^^T^^^i^^  ^^^°^  ^"^  ''^"^t 

men, composed  of  youfi^Creolet 417  of  the  officers  commanding  br:gades, 

White  with  blue  Cacingt.— Militia  from  whose  tried  zeal,  experience,  and 

Creoles^  and  men  of  colour  .^ 2,30)  judgment,  I  expect  his  majesty's  aiid 
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the  honourable  company's  arms,  shall 
be  crowned  with  the  roost  complete 
success.  I  expect  as  much  from  the 
discipline  of  the  troops  as  I  do  from 
their  known  bravery  and  courage. 

By  the  orders  of  the  26th  ultimo,  the 
force  is  told  off  into  four  brigades,  and, 
in  concert  wiih  commodore  Rowley, 
apportioned  to  his  majesty's  frigates  for 
the  purpose  of  accelerating  their  de- 
barkations. 

The  first  brigade,,  commanded  by 
lieutenant- colonel  Eraser  ;  second  bri- 
gade, by  lieutenant-colonel  Drum- 
mond  ;  third  brigade,  or  Reserve,  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Mc  Leod  i  fourth 
briga  e,  or  the  advance^  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Campbell. 

It  is  intended  that  the  landing  shall 
"be  effected  during  the  night,  if  possi- 
ble, between  St.  Marie's,  and  the  Bu- 
tor,  at  the  nearest  practicable  point  to 
the  enemy's  capital. 

The  fourth  brigade,  or  the  advan<^e, 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  is 
first  to  land  from  his  majesty  ship  La 
Nereide  ^  the  third  brigade,  or  the  re- 
serve, under  lieutenant-colonel  Mc 
Leod,  is  nexlto  land  from  his  majesty's 
ships  Boadicea  and  Ipbigenia  ;  the  first 
brigade  utnier  lieutenant-colotiel  Fra- 
ser,  on  board  his  majesty's  ahip  Magi- 
cienne,  is  to  land  and  form  the  rear 
column  'y  the  second  brigade,  under  lieu« 
tenant-colonel  Drummond,  on  board 
his  majesty's  ship  Sirius,  is  to  land  at 
Possession. 

The  defences  of  St.  Dennis  down  to 
the  third  June  last,  are  clearly  laid 
down  in  the  plan  of  the  town,  a  copy 
of  which  is  to  be  furnished  to  the  offi- 
cers commanding  brigades,  and  to  the 
principal  staff  oncers  ;  in  addi^ioo  to 
this  plan  there  are  twognides  of  tried 
fidelity  attached  to  each  colnmn. 

When  the  fourth  brigade  is  landed, 
lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  will  order 
his  light  troops  with  half  the  artillery 
men  to  move  forward  left  in  front, 
sending  forward  a  subaltern  and  twenty 
men  in  their  front  notil  they  arrive 
near  the  Butor,  when  they  are  to  lake 
a  direction  towards  tlieir  left,  crossing 
Butor  half  a  n»ilo  to  the  southward  of 
the  road  higher  up  which  will  bring 
them  in  the  rear  of  tlie  Butor  redoubt 


of  four  guns,  tmrked  No.  nine,  in  the 
plan  of  the  town.  Six  artillery  naea* 
with  a  small  covering  party  are  to  oc- 
ctipy  this  work,  pointing  and  workieg 
the  guns  towards  the  rear  and  west  of 
the  town  at  occasion  may  require. 
The  post  where  are  two  guns,  marked 
No.  ten,  in  the  plan  of  the  town,  is 
to  be  occupied  by  one  subaltern  and 
sixteen  men,  the  remainder  of  tlte  light 
troops  are  to  proceed  by  the  rear  and 
soutl\  of  the  town,  they  are  to  occupy 
the  houses  of  the  commandant,  mar« 
ked  L,  in  the  plan  of  the  town,  with 
one  subaltern  and  twenty  men,  which 
comtnands  the  Rue  Artillery ;  the 
light  infantry  are  then  to  proceed  to- 
wards the  west  of  the  town,  crossing; 
the  river  St.  Dennis,  about  half  a  mile 
to  tlie  southward  of  the  bridge,  and 
to  spike  the  guns  on  the  batteries  num- 
bered seven  and  eight,  in  the  jplan  of 
attack :  the  Ught  troops  are  then  to  take 
up  a  position  west  of  the  river  St.  Den- 
nis, fronting  the  town  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  from  re-inforcing  Poa- 
session  •r  St.  Paul's,  on  escaping fi-om 
the  town.  The  ofiicer  commanding 
the  light  troops  must  attend  particular- 
ly to  the  prison  marked  H.  in  the  plan 
of  attack,  where  there  are  two  guns, 
and  a  guard  of  twenty  men. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  after 
crossing  the  Butor,  will  leave  the  Butor 
redoubt  upon  his  left,  detaching  soialL 
parties  to  spike  the  guns  upon  the  batte- 
ries, Nos.  four  and  three.  The  com- 
manding officer  recommends  that  the 
guns  upon  battery  No.  two,  shall  be 
ooanned  ready,  and  support  the  storm- 
ing party  told  off  for  No.  one,  royal 
battery,  which  is  the  main  post,  and 
lieutenant  •  colotiel  Campbell  is  or- 
dered to  occupy  it  tmtil  the  guns  are 
spiked,  and  then  proceed  to  battery 
No.  five.  The  enemy  have  in  the 
town,  and  at  No.  six,  on  ii:e  beach, 
eight  field  pieces,  four  pounders, 
which  they  can  brii.g  to  any  point  in  a 
short  period  of  time,  therefore  the  af- 
teniion  and  movement  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Campbell's  brigade  must  be  di- 
rected according  to  the  distribution  of 
those  guns.  It  may  be  unnecessary  to 
order  that  wherever  those  guns  fqppear^ 
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the  nearest tnx>p8  to  them,  are  to  take 
poaieMioa  of  tbem. — The  batteries 
oo  the  sea  face  being  ^piked,  lieu- 
iiant*co1oDel  Cam]^ll,  will  occupy 
with  his  brigade,  the  position  which 
his  light  troops  are  already  formed  on, 
to  the  west  of  the  town. 

The  third  brigade,  or  the  reserve, 
under  lieutenant-colonel  M'Leod, 
after  landing,  are  to  advance  towards 
the  enemy's  capital,  by  the  road  leading 
from  St.  Marie,  preserving  a  distance 
of  two  hundred  yards  or  theseabouts. 
From  thefourthbrigade,IieQtenant  colo- 
xiel  M'Leod,  will  be  pleased  to  detach 
one  company  to  support  the  movements 
of  the  lights  troops  of  the  advance, 
and  also  ooe  company  to  support  the 
rsghc  of  the  fourth  brigade,  under  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell.  The  move- 
ments of  the  third  brigade  must  de- 
pend much  upon  the  defence  made  by 
the  enemy,  and  the  assistance  required 
by  the  Kmrth  brigade.  The  cow- 
manding  officer  is,  however,  confident, 
that  whatever  be  the  defence  of  ihe 
enemy,  or  the  difficulties  presented, they 
will  be  soon  overcome  by  the  reserve, 
and  the  other  brigade,conducted  by  lea- 
ders of  such  experience  and  judgment. 
Lieutenant- colonel  CnrnphelTs  bri- 
gade, having  succeeded  in  spiking 
the  guns,  on  the  batteries  towards  the 
aea  face,  and  taken  up  its  position  on 
the  western  side  of  the  town,  lieu- 
lenaot-cplonel  M*Leod*s  brigade  will 
form  in  the  rear  and  south  of  the  town, 
caking  care  that  its  rear  is  protected. 
The  first  brigade  under  lieutenant- 
colonel  Fraser,  is  to  form  the  reai 
column  and  follow  the  motions  of  the 
third  brigade  at  the  distance  of  three 
hundred  yards.  Lieut.-col.  Fraser  will 
be  pleased  to  detach  one  company  to  sup- 
port the  left  of  the  reserve,  and  he  shall 
receive  such  other  order,  from  time  to 
time,  as  may  most  tend  to  insure  the 
efiect  of  the  attack. 

His  brigade  is  to  form  close  to  the 
town,  widi  its  rear  towards  the  Butor. 

•  TIm  second  brigade,  under  Heuc- 
etiant  colonel  Drommond,  is  to  occupy' 
the  batteries  at  Possession,  and  invert- 
ing the  guns  from  the  sea,  is  to  direct 
tbem  against  the  enemy  as  occ^on  of- 
Un ',    baviDg    performed    ri^s  duty, 


lieuteNant^coloDel  Drommond  is  order- 
ed to  post  his  brigade  on  the  strongest 
ground  that  the  '))Jace  will  admit  of, 
contiguous  to  his  battery,  from  whence 
his  guns  can  have  influence  upon  the 
advancing  enemy. 

The  first  brigade  shall  be  immedi- 
ately embarkt<d  at  Saint  Dennis,  for 
the  purpose  of  reinforciug  the  second  j 
and  lieutenant-colonel  Fratier  shall  be 
furnished  with  the  necessary  instruc- 
tion for  his  future  operations  on  the* 
Possession  side  of  Saint  Paul's.  The 
deputy  quarter-master-general  is  dlr 
rected  to  give  the  necessary  instruc- 
tion to  the  agent  of  transports  that 
eight  six  pounders  complete,  and 
twenty  artillerymen,  as  also  the  re- 
maitider  of  the  second  brigade  with 
the  fitly  pioneers  attached,  are  em- 
barked on  Rome  ship,  which  is  to  stand 
in  direct  1o»'  Possts^ion,  following  H. 
M.'b  friga.ie  Sirius.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  lieutenant-colonel  Drnmmond 
should  detach  a  small  force  on  his  left, 
towards  St.  Dennis,  in  order  to  guard 
the  strong  pass  over  La  Petite  Chaloupe, 
and  it  is  also  desirable,  that  he  should 
destroy  all  signal  posts  within  his  reach, 
but  at  the  same  time  to  guard  against 
any  of  his  parties  beitjg  cut  off  irom 
tlieir  first  position. 

Should  the  light  troops  of  the  ad- 
vance arrive  at  the  Butor  without  being 
discovered,  whicij  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, the  guard  house  on  tne  west 
of  the  Butor,  marked  No.  1 1 ,  should 
be  the  first  object.  They  are  then 
to  enter  the  Butor  Redoubt  by  the  rear, 
wtich  is  open,  paying  particular  atten- 
tion in  guarding  against  a  very  deep 
ditch,  which  is  dug  in  front  of  the 
west,  north,  and  south  faces;  the  bat-^ 
tery  should  be  the  next  object. 

The  commanding  officer  fully  ex- 
pects that  major  Taynton  will  use 
every  possible  exertion  to  insure  the 
service  of  the  four  4^  inch  howitzers 
at  the  first  attack  on  the  enemy's  capi- 
tal ;  they  are  to  be  supported  by  two 
six  pounders  from  the  Madras  brigade, 
and  the  two  Bombay  six-  pounders 
under  captain  Mackintosh,  who  will 
be  attached  to  major  Taynton's  bri- 
gade. The  mounted  men  attached  to 
tbf  artilkryu  are  to  be  ia  readiness  to 
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land  and  act  as  dragoons  or  gunners, 
according  to  circumstances. 

The  tronps  are  to  land  ^  with  one 
day's  provision  and  grog, — the  men 
are  not  to  load  upon  any  account  or 
under  any  pretence,  without  orders 
from  the  officers  commanding  bri- 
gades; every  thing  during  the  night, 
or  before  day  light,  is  lu  b(}  carried 
by  the  bayopet. 

The  commanding  officer,  however, 
wishe!>it  tobeunderstocxl,  that  thetroojw 
are  to  load  at  day-light,  should  bri- 
gadiers judge  such  a  measure  necessary. 

The  lieutenant-colonel  can  assure 
the  detachment,  that  nothing  but  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
the  country,  and  the  mode  of  defence 
which  the  enemy  are  prepared  to  make, 
could  induce  him  to  authorize  a  shot 
to  be  tired.  The  French  upon  the 
islesof  France  and  Bourbon  can  never  be 
persuaded  to  stand  English  bayonets, 
they  are  trained  to  a  diffisrent  system 
of  defence  by  firing  from  behind  walls 
and  bouses,  and  from  the  opposite 
sides  of  impassable  ravines.  The  troops, 
are  ordered  not  to  enter  the  town 
upon  any  account,  unless  such  a  mea- 
sure should  appear  necessary  during 
the  morning-#-the  commanding  officer 
vests  the  brigadiers  with  discretionary 
powers  upon  this  head. 

Any  person  detected  plundering  or 
with  plunder  in  bis  possession,  shall 
be  tried  and  punished  according  to  the 
rules  of  war. 

The  least  drunkenness  or  other  irte- 
gularity  in  the  troops,  shall  be  pu- 
nished in  the  most  severe  manner. 
Parole  and  countersign  for  the  morn- 
ing of  landing.  Parole— Davy— C. 
Sign — Army. 

By  order  of  the  officer  commanding 
the  detacbnoent 

(Signed)  £.  Parkinson, 

Deputy  Adjutant-General. 

The  information  received  by  H.  M.'s 
iibip  La  Nereide,  which  arrived  yester- 
day afternoon  from  off  the  isle  of  Bour- 
bon, renders  the  following  change  of 
disposition  and  additional  instructions 
to  officers  commanding  brigades  neces- 
sary. 

Camp  at  Rodrigues,  July  2,  1810. 

The  Europeans  of  the  lit  brigatle 


ure  to  be  in  readioen  to  embark  ott 
board  H.  M.'sship  Sirius  for  Grand  Cha- 
loupe — The  remainder  of  this  brigade 
to  be  moved  on  board  the  two  iiiste^ 
sailing  transports,  which  are  to^llow 
the  Sirius. 

L  eutenant  ^  colonel  Drummond's 
brig,  de  is  to  embark  on  board  H.  M's. 
ship  Magicienne,  and  to  follow  the 
directions  laid  down  in  the  plan  of  at- 
tack for  (he  Ist  brigade. 

This  arrangement  consequently  does 
away  tor  the  present  that  part  of  the 
plan  uf  the  ruovements  of  (he  3d  bri- 
gade at  Posf»e»sion. 

Lieutenant-cojonel  Fraser  after  land- 
ing at  Grand  Cbaloupe,  will  imme- 
diately puiih  on  to  gain  the  prison 
marked  H.  on  the  plan  of  axtack  ; 
after  manning  the  two  guns  on  tbit 
post,  he  is  to  em|^(^  tbem  against  tbe 
enemy  iu  attempting  to  retire  from  the 
town,  or  otherwise,  as  occasion  oiay  re- 
quire. Lieut.-coL  Eraser  is  directed  to 
detach  a  sufficient  force  to  spike  the 

funs  on  the  batteries  marked  7  and  8,— 
le  is  there  to  take  up  tbe  positionpoint- 
ed  out  in  the  plan  of  attack,  lor  lieat.- 
colonel  Campbell's  brigade.  Lieut.- 
colonel  Eraser  is  to  make  a  forced 
march  from  the  point  of  debarkatioa 
to  tbe  point  of  attack  >  tbe  coaunand- 
ing  officer  does  not  expect  he  will 
be  opposed  by  any  number  of  the 
enemv,  that  his  light  companies,  and 
the  4|  inch  howitzer  are  not  more  than 
equal  to— But  at  aU  events,  the  orders 
are  positive  for  lieutenant-colonel  Era- 
ser tooccupy,  with  H.  M/»  86th  regi- 
ment, the  two  guns  battery  nt  tho 
prison,  to  spike  the  guns  on  the  bat- 
teries 7  and  $,  in  the  plan  of  aUack, 
in  the  shortest  tinoe  possible  aft<^r  land- 
ing : — (her^  are  two  approved  guides 
a(tacbec|  to  (he  1st  brigade  under  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Eraser. 

Shoukl,  contrary  to  my  expectations, 
this  attempt  to  gain  the  one  on  the  west* 
sideof  theredt.  St.  Dennis  fail,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Eraser  will  either  take 
up  a  strong  position,  keeping  open 
a  communication  with  H.  M.*s  ^p 
Sirius,  until  reinforced,  to  retbe  atid 
embark  at  once.  Should  such  a  mea- 
sure appear^  in  conctst  with  the.  senior 
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-  officer  of  H.  M/s  navy  then  present 
oecessary. 

The  Jight  troops  of  the  advance, 
after  crossing  the  Butor,  are  to  occupy 
the  post  with  two  guns  marked  10, 
on  the  plan  of  a! tack,  and  afterwards 
the  Butor  Redoubt  marked  9,— they 
are  then  to  receive  further  orders  from 
lieutenant-colonel  Campbell. 

The  officers  commanding  brigades 
are  requested  to  make  application  to 
the  commanding  xJtficer  for  expla- 
nation, upon  any  head  of  the  plan  of 
attack,  which  they  may  consider  re- 
quisite. 
By  order  of  the  officer  commanding, 
(Signed)  £.  Parkinson, 

Dep.  adj.  gen. 
Detachment  Orders. 
H,  M:s  S.  Boadicea,  at  Sea,  July  6. 
The  commanding  officer  exj>ecrs 
that  tlie  character  of  British  soldiers, 
which  has  ever  been  distinguished  for 
humanity  to  a  vanquished  enemy,  will 
be  as  conspicuous  on  the  present  ser- 
vice,  as  it  has  been  in  every  other  in 
which  they  have  been  engaged. 

Corps  to  land  with  their  colours. 
u^L^.^  ^vent  of  the  remainder  of 
H.  M.'s  ships  not  making  their  appear- 
ance, the  4th,  or  flank  brigade,  will 
iolJow  the  directions  laid  down  in  the 
plan  of  attack  for  the  1st  brigade; 
the  3d  brigade,  those  of  (he  ^th,  and 
tlie  2d  brigade,  those  of  the  3d. 
(Signed)         By  order, 

E.  Parkinson, 
Dep.  adj.  gen. 
A  True  copy, 

E.  Parkinson, 
Dep.  adj.  gen. 


iMt  of'  ^ifirm  kWt'H  ami  trminUrd, 
Flank  CoRrs. 
Urateoaor  Spinlcs,s;ightly  wounded. 
JLieiuenant  Whannell,  ditto,  ditto. 

H   M.'iSCth  Regxmj^nt. 
I'irtitenant  John  Graham  Miinro,  killed. 
Major  W.  T.  Edwards,  slightly  wounded. 
Lieutouat  Michael  Creagh,  •  dangerous- 
ly, Jitto. 

Lieut.  Archibald  McLean,  severely,  ditto 
Lieutenant  A.  K.  Blackwall  ditto,  dittb. ' 
LiCQCenant  John  W^hb,  slightly,  ditto 
LicaceiiaDt  W.  Richard  White,  severely, 
ditto.  " 

E   Parkinson,  Captain, 
I^^p  adj.  gen.  to  the  forces. 
*  Major  of  brigade  to  licot. -colonel  fra- 
itr'i  brigade. 
Vol.  12, 


Reittrn  of  kilhd  and  wmmded  in  the  detach- 
ment cnmmawded  ky  tieyt.-colonel  Keutingy 
at  the  attack  on  Saint  Denis,  in  the  Island 
*if  BuurbuH,  the  iilh  of  July,  181U. 

Killed. 
Ut  Brigade.  —  Detachment  of  artillery, 
none ;  Hi  M.'s  86th  regiment,  1  subaltern,  1 
Serjeant,  9  rank  and  file.  Detachment  1st 
battalion,  6th  regiment  native  infantry,  1 
rank  and  file.  Detachment  pioneers,  1  rank 
and  file. 

2d  Brigade.— Royal  Marines,  1  rank  and 
file;  2d  battalion,  12th  regiment  native 
infantrv,  none. 

3d  Brigade  *-H.M  *s  69th  regiment  2  rank 
^d  file  ;  Bombay  detachment  native  infaii- 
try,  none. 

4th  Brigwle.  —  Flank  corps,  I  rank  and 
file :  detachment  R  M.'s  5«th  regiment,  1 
lank  and  file;  pioneers,  none. 

Total,  killed, .,,.18. 

Wounded. 
IstBrigade.— Detachment  art.none;  H.M.'s 
86th  reg.  1  major,  5  subalterns,  2  Serjeants, 
2  drummers,  47  rank  and  file;  d«tachinent 
1st  battalion,  6th  regiment  native  infantry, 
7  rank  and  file ;  detachment  {Pioneers,  none. 
2d  IBrigade.— Royal  Marines,  none ;  2d 
battalion,  17th  regiment  native  infantry, 
none.  ' 

SdBrigade.— H.  M.»»  69th regiment, none; 
Bombay  deuchment  native  infantry,  none. 

4tli  Brigade.  —  Flank  corps,  2  subalterns, 
.5  rank  and  file,  5  seamen  ;  detachment  His 
Majesty's  56th  regiment,  3  wnk  and  file: 
pioneers,  4  rank  and  file. 

I'otal,  wounded, 79. 

E.  Parkinson,  Captain, 
I^PP- adjt -gen   to  tlie.torccs. 
N  B  —Captain  Lambert,  of  the  Madfas 
establishment,  slightly  wounded 

Two  rank  and  file  of  his  Majesty's  Sflth 
regiment  died  of  their  wounds  since  the 
8th  instant,  included  in  the  list  of  wounded. 
One  private  of  His  Majesty's  56th  regi- 
ment, since  dead  of  his  wounds. 
Capitulation  for  the  surrender  of  Saint 
Denis,  the  capital,  and  the  whale 
Island  of  Buonaparte,  agreed  upon 
between  colonel  Saint  Lusanne,  com- 
inanding  the  Island  of  Buonaparte, 
for  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  if' 
France,  King  of  Italy,  ^c.  on  the 
one  hand;  and  commodore  Rowley, 
commanding  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
squadron;  lieutenant  -  colonel  Keat- 
ing, commanding  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's,  and  the  honouradle  company's 
land  forces,  and  R.  IVi  Farquhar, 
Esq. 

The  whole  of  the  island  of  Baona- 
parte,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  his  Bri- 
latHMc  D>aje$ty  ;   the  city  of  St.  Den- 
is,    at    12    o'clock   lo^mofrow,    thf 
D 
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glth  of  JQly»  and  the  other  rotiitary 
flta^oQS  in  soccetskm,  as  early  as  iniel- 
ligence  of  the  present  capitolatkm  can 
be  oommanicated. 

At  twelve  o^dock  to-morrow^  the 
French  troops  which  occupy  the  ar- 
senal and  imperial  battery,  shall  evaca* 
ate  their  posts,  and  the  grenadier  com- 
pany  of  his  majesty's  8^th  regiment, 
tnd  the  grenadiers  of  the  6th  Madras 
Native  regiment,  will  take  possession 
of  them,  when  the  French  flag  shall 
be  struck,  and  that  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  displayed. 

The  droops  of  the  line,  and  Guarde 
NaHonale  shall  be  aUowed  all  the  ho- 
nours of  war.  They  shall  march  out 
of  the  city  with  their  arms  and  baggie, 
drums  beating,  matches  lighted,  toge- 
ther with  their  field  artillery.  They 
are  to  lay  down  their  arms  on  the  sea 
fiice  in  front  of  the  imperial  battery. 
The  troops  of  the  line  are  to  surrender 
themselves  prisoners  of  war,  and  to  be 
embarked  as  such,  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  or  for  England. 

In  consideration  of  the  distinguished 
character  of  colonel  St.  Lusanne  and 
his  officers,  and  of  their  gaUant*  defence 
of  the  placed  the  officers  of  all  ranks 
are  allowed  to  preserve  their  swords 
and  military  deodrations.  They  are  to 
continue  pnsonets  of  war,  and  to  em* 
bark  for  the  Cape,  or  for  England. 
Colonel  St.  Lusanne,  and  his  fa* 
mily,  shall  be  allowed  a  passage  to  the 
Ihle  of  France,  upon  bis  giving  his 
parole  of  honour,  not  to  serve  during 
the  war,  or  till  he  be  regularly  ex-' 
changed. 

Funeral  honours  shall  be  paid  to  the 
French  officers,  who  have  fallen  in 
battle,  according  to  their  respective 
ranks. 

An  inventory  shall  be  made  of 
property  of  all  description  belong- 
ing to  the  state,  which  shall  be  deli- 
vered over  to  the  person  appointed 
by  the  English  government  to  receive  it. 

All  warlike  stores,  magazines,  and 
provisions,  charts,  plans,  and  archives, 
are  included  in  this  article. 

The  laws  of  customs,  and  religion  of 
the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  their  private 
|>roperty  of  sill  description,  shall  be 
^pectod  kad  insured  to  them. 


Done  It  St.  Dents,  the  gtb  hip 
1610,  at 6 o'clock,  P.M. 

(Signed)     Saint  Lusavwb, 
Colonel  Commandant  c^'Isle  Bona- 
parte,   pour    sa    Majeste,  L' 
Empereur    des    Francois,  Roi 
dltalie,  protecteur,  &c.  la  con- 
federation, &c. 
(Signed)     Josias  Rowlbt, 
Commanding    His      Britannic 
Majesty's  squadron. 
(Signed)     H.  S.  Kbatino, 
Lieut.-colonel  cbmnoanding. 
(Signed)     R.  T.  Farcluahab, 
A  true  copy. 

Chas.  H.  J.  Pbabcb, 
Major  of  Brigade. 

General  iist  ^  ike  Ordntmce  and  principmL 
wticfes  of  Military  Stores^  found  t»  the 
maf^azine  and  a(\jaccnt  Ittitteru^tt  tf  tke  toicM 
nf  St.  DftiiSf  im  the  aqtturv  of  tke  Ishmd 
if  B9wbonf  bif  )iix  Bi  itannic  Majesiy'a 
and  the  hoHourahle  Ea^t  India  Company's 
forces,  under  tke  command  qf  coltmel  Keai* 
ing* 

Head  Quarters,  St.  Pau^s^ 
totkJutif,  IBIO, 
Ordnance  and  Mi&iary  Stares,   cap^ 
tured  at  St.  Denis. 
Oant,  iron,  34  pounders.  No.  9S.«»IKtto 
ditto,  IS  ditto,  No.  14.  — Diuo,  ditto,  If 
ditto.  No.  I6.->Ditto,  ditto,  8  ditto,  No.  6. 
— Ditto,  ditto,  4  ditto,  No.  3. — Mounted  Oil 
garrison  carriagen. 

Ditto,  brats.  94 ditto.  No.  8.— Ditto,  ditto, 
4  ditto.  No.  1.— Ditto,  ditto,  4  ditto,  No.  1. 
•^Dismounted  Cannon. 

Mortars,  iron,  VJ  inch,  No>  3. — ^Ditto, 
ditto,  6  ^itto,  No.  1  — ^Ditto,  Cohoms,  No. 
S.-« Mounted  on  Boxes. 

Total  Ordnance  89. 
Shot,  round  loose  of  calibres,  1 1,868.-— 
Do.  case  of  do.  1,055  — Do.  grape  quilted, 
and  caonister,  225  — Cartridges,  gun  cloth 
filled,  of  calibres,  1,100. — Gun  powder, 
pounds,  190,000. — Muskets  and  fusils,  with 
bayonets.  417.— Cartridges,  shotted  musket^ 
rounds  80,000. —  Balls,  leaden,  mnskct. 
(>,500.— Do.do.  900.— Flints,  musket,  6?,d0O, 
— Blunderbusses,  brass,  5. — Wall  pi«cea» 
Iron,  6.— Pikes,  hoardiug,  173. — CytlA#es, 
a.—Tomahawks  70. 

The  town  of  Sr.  Denis  is  famished 
with  an  excellent  powder  magazine, 
and  store  houses  containing  the  neces* 
sary  appurtenances  for  the  above  meu<* 
tioned  ordinance,  and  small  arms ; 
there  are  seyera)  forges,  artificers  work 
shops,  and  a  laboratory,  replete  with 
the  requisite  tools,  implenMiUs^  tec  q^ 
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whidi  a  detailed  account  will  be  given 
hereaAer,  at  soqp  as  time  wlU  admit 


Ordnance  and  Military  stares,  captured 

at  Si.  Pouts. 

Oromancc. 

Otuis,  iron,  24  prs.  No.  19 Do.  do.  18 

do.  No.  10— Do.  do.  13  do.  N».  10.— Do. 
do.  9  do.  No.  1  — ^Do.  do.  8  do.  No.  1. — 
Mounted  on  garrison  carriafet. 

Do.  bn«s  6 do.  Na  1.— Do.  do.  4  do.  No. 
J.-J)o. do.  3  do.  No.  a.— Mounted  on  field 
carriages  with  limber. 

Do.  do.  18  do.  No.  7.-^ismounted. 

Mortars,  iron  13  inch.  No.  S. — Do.  do. 
5}  ^.  Na  1.— Do.  do.  6  do.  No.  1.— 
Mounttd  on  boxes. 

Total  Ordnance  59. 

Shot,  round  loose,  calibres,  1,000. — ^Do. 
grape  quilted  and  canister,  150.->Shell8 
empty,  of  calibres,  80.— Cartridges,  gun, 
filled  of  do.  550— Onn  powder,  pounds 
5,000.— Muskets,  and  Fusils  with  bayonets, 
4<^.— Cartridges,  shotted,  musket^  rounds 
IVXX).— Flints,  musket,  500. 

N.  B.  In  the  town  of  St.  Denis^ 
aud  St  Paurt^  there  were  found  ord- 
nance of  different  calibres^  145,  and 
4^  stand  of  arms,  the  lisU  of  the 
gans  and  storea,  at  the  other  districts 
of  Bourbon,  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ctived,  but  a  committee  is  now  em- 
ployed in  taking  an  account  of  them, 
and  a  particular  return  of  the  several 
articles,  will  be  forwarded  with  all 
practicable  dbpatch. 

D.  Ross, 

Commissary  o(  Stores 

to  the  Expedition. 

A  tut  rf   t^Malt^  u^urtd  m  U»e   hay  pf  Si. 
Pmatty  Sy  His  MajetWt  sftiaJri4»f  on ibt  iltt 

^««3h— French  privateer  schooner,  of 
^  tons,  in  ballast. 

Smhtmam — ^English  brig,  of  S^  tons,  in 
bsiUit,  taken  oa  the  coastof  Sumatra  by  the 

UUery, 

!^dtmt  Je^wrw— American  brig,  of  5?S0 
ii'M,  in  ballast,  do.  do. 

Mdikyam  French  goremment  sch<>oner, 
^  15  tons,  in  ballast,  with  three  other 
m>U  boats  claimed  as  private  property. 

Rkio  and  Stowc, 
n^  Prime  Jgents. 

Vetackment  orders,  head  quarters,  St. 
Denis,  gth  July,  1810. 
Parolb  Rowlbt, 
,  It  it  not  poasible  for  the  command- 
wgoflwer  to  be  sufficiently  expressive  * 
!« returning  his  thanks  to  the  several 
vigidea  for  their  ateadineii  and  dis- 


Ciplioeaince  their  landing  under  the 
most  trying  drcumstancea.  It  ia* 
however^  particularly  due  to  the  first 
brigade  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Fraaer  to  notice  their 
gallantry  before  the  enemy  yester- 
day morning,  in  taking  possession 
of  the  important  posts  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  St.  Denis,  and  in 
maintainihg  their  position  against  tho 
enemy  with  all  the  advantages  which 
he  possessed. 

To  lieutenant-colonel  M'Leod,  and 
the  troops  under  his  orders,  at  the 
attack  on  St.  Marie,  the  commanding 
officer  considers  much  credit  due  for 
the  activity  with  which  that  post  waa 
taken  possession  of. 

The  commanding  officer  is  much 
obliged  to  the  officers  of  the  staff  of 
the  detachment,  as  well  as  to  such 
others  as  are  personally  attached  to 
himself,  for  their  activi^  in  perform- 
ing the  different  duties  with  which  . 
they  were  charged. 

The  commanding  officer  requesta 
that  officers  commanding  brigades,  will 
pay  the  strictest  attention  to  the  disci- 
plioe  of  the  troops  under  their  orders  ; 
and  they  will  be  particularly  careful 
that  their  arms,  &c.  are  in  the  most 
perfect  order  at  all  times. 

The  fourth  brigade,  under  lieut.- 
colouel  Campbell,  to  embark  imme- 
diately for  St.  Paurs. 

The  third  brigade  under  lieutenant- 
Colonel  M'Leod,  will  embark  to- 
morrow at  such  hour  as  may  be  here- 
after pointed  out. 

The  first  brigade  under  Lieutenant* 
colonel   Fraser  will  occupy  St.  Denis,    - 
and  will  do  the  duty  of  the  garrison 
until  further  orders. 

The  detachment  of  Bombay  artil* 
lery  will  immediately  embark  for  St. 
Paul's. 

The  whole  of  the  Madras  artilleij 
to  remain  at  St  Denis,  until  further 
orders. 

Eetums  of  casualities  with  present 
state  to  be  sent  in  by  the  different 
brigades,  to  the  deputy-adjutant-gehe- 
*  ral's  office,  without  delay. — Monthly 
returns  of  corps,  IkCi,  for  June,  to  be 
likewise  sent  ioataoei^aatheycau  U 
preMumL 
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The  commissaries  of  stores,  and 
of  grain  and  provisions,  and  the  senior 
officer  of  engineers,  to  seod  in  im- 
mediately to  thedeputjqiiarier-master- 
general,  returns  of  the  stores,  provi- 
sions, &c.  &c.  in  their  several  depart- 
ments, respectively/ which  have  been 
captured  at  St.  Denis,  as  also  the 
stores,  &c.  remaining  from  those 
originally  embarked  with  the  force. 

Captain  Elliot,  of  the  5th  Bombay 
Native  Infantry,  is  appointed  deputy 
barrack  master  general  to  the  Island 
of  Bourbon ;  lieutenant  Dean,  of  H. 
M*s.  Sgth  regiment,is  appointed  assist- 
ant to  captain  Elliot  in  that  depart- 
ment. 

A  salute  of  seventeeh  guns  will  be 
immediately  fired  from  the  royal  bat- 
tery, upon  Mr.  Farquhar  being  sworn 
in  as  tl  e  governor  of  the  Island  of 
Kourbon  and  its  dependencies. 
By  order  of  the  officer  commanding, 

(Signed)    E.  Parkinson,  D.  A.  G. 

General  orders,  ly  the  right  honourable 
the  governor 'generalin  council,  under 
'      date  the  24tk  August,  1810. 

The  Right  Honourable  the 
Governor-General  in  Council  de- 
rives the  highest  satisfoction  from  the 
annexation  of  the  valuable  Island  of 
Bourbon  to  the  dominions  of  H.  M. 
and  deems  it  proper  to  express  in  gene- 
ral orders,  the  high  sense  which  he  en- 
tertains of  the  distinguished  merits  of 
the  officers  and  troops,  by  whose  galan- 
try  and  exertions,  assisted  by  the  squa- 
dron under  command  of  Commo- 
dore Rowley,  this  important  conquest 
has  been  achieved. 

The  diligence  and  activity  mani- 
fested by  lieutenant-a>lonel  Keating, 
in  obtaining  the  most  accurate  and 
detailed  information,  relative  to  the 
condition  and  defences  of  the  Island, 
the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  ex> 
tent  and  distribution  of  the  enemy's 
force  ;  the  professional  skill  and 
judgment  displayed  in  the  plan  of 
attack,  which  that  information  enabled 
him  to  form,  and  energy  and  ability 
«f  that  meritorious  and  gallant  officer, 
in  directing  and  superintending  the 
"operatiom  of  the  force,  under  his  or- 
«)ers,  demand  the  expression  of  hii 


lordship  in  council's  distioginshed  ap-> 
probation  and  applause. 

The  testimony  afforded  by  lieut-* 
enant-colonel  Keating,  to  the  peculiar 
gallantry  and  exertions  of  the  officers 
specified  in  his  dispatch,  is  in  the  high- 
est degree  honourable  to  them, 
and  the  governor-general  in  councd 
desires  to  add  to  the  sentinaeots  ex- 
pressed by  lieoteiuint-colonel  Keating, 
a  public  record  of  the  estimation  in 
which  their  Individual  merits  and  ser- 
vices, on  this  occasion,  are  held  by  bia 
lordship  in  council. 

The  governor -general  in  council 
further  discharges  a  satisfactory  obliga* 
tion  of  his  public  duty,  in  declaring 
his  acknowledgments,  generally,  to 
tlie  officers  and  men^  composing  the 
force  employed  in  the  reduction  of  the 
Isle  of  Bourbon,  for  the  successful  ex- 
ertion of  those  characteristic  qualities 
of  zeal,  courage,  and  perseverance, 
which  have  achieved  a  conquest  so 
highly  important  and  advantageous  to 
the  national  interests. 

N.  B.  EnMONSTONE, 

Chief.  Sect,  to  Govt, 

To  lieutenant  eolonel  Hastings  Fraser, 
commanding  the  1st  brigade, 

t^c.  ttfc.    tSfc. 
Sir,  St.  Denif. 

The  officers  of  his  majesty's   S(kh 
regiment,    deeply  impressed  witb    a 
sense  of  your  gallant  conduct  in   th« 
action  of  the  8th  inst.  arid  its  glorious 
result  J  and  your   kind  and  humane 
attention  t«>  the  wounded,  beg  leave 
to  request  your  acceptance  of  a  sword 
of  the  value  of  one  hundred  guineas, 
whicli  we  are  deputed  to  present  to 
you  in  the  name  of  ilie  ct^rps,   as  a 
trifling  mark  of  their  esteem,  grati- 
tude, and  respect. 
-   We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sirj^ 
Your  most  obedient 
humble  servants, 
W.  T.  EnWAKRs, 
Major  60'ih  regt. 
and  commanding. 

T.  Lampies, 

Captain  86th  i^gt. 

-David  Mokiuqs, 

Captain  .6()tti  reg|. 

St.  Denis,  July  IQ,  1810, 
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St.  Denis,  July  10,  1810. 
Gbmtlemjsn,*--!  am  this  moioent 
hoDoared  with  your  letter  of  this  date, 
conveying  to  me  the  sentiments  of  es* 
teem  and  approbation  of  my  conduct 
on  the  8th  instant,  by  the  officers  of 
the  86th  regiment. 

The  glorious  result  of  that  day  was 
the  consequence  of  the  bravery  and 
discipline  of  the  corps,  and  the  able 
support  I  derived  from  the  zeal,  judg- 
ment, and  ardent  valour  of  every  of- 
ficer of  the  regiment ;  it  was  ray 
of  rtunate  lot  only  to  have  the  honor 
ofcomnaanding  so  distinguished  a  corps. 

I  accept  with  gratitude  your  highly- 
valued  present  of  a  sword,  and  will 
through  life  preserve  it  as  my  proud-> 
«3t  trophy. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem,  respect, 
Mod  gratitude, 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Hastings  Fraser, 
Lieut.-oolonel  86th  regiment. 
To  Major  Edwards,  tsfc,  tsfc. 

BENGAL 

Occurrences  for  Sej^ember. 

Sbft.  5.— On  Saturday  last,  the 
two  Tdunteer  battalions  of  Sepoys 
received  their  colours  at  Barrackpore, 
from  the  hands^f  lord  Minto.  In  the 
evening,  major  Burton  and  captain 
Luoiley,  commanding  the  two  bat- 
talions, and  the  officers  of  both  corps, 
were  entertained  by  his  lordship  at  the 
park. 

S«PT.  7.f— Late  letters,  received  from 
China,  give  the  satisfactory  infor- 
mation of  the  extinction  of  the  late 
formidable  system  of  piracy,  which 
kmg  bad  bade  defiance  to  the  govern- 
ment^ had  carried  terror  to  the  vpry 
heart  of  the  empire,  and  visited  its 
shores  with  rapine,  pillage,  murder, 
and  every  species  of  outrage.  The 
weak,  miserable  government  of  Chi* 
na,  despairing  of  being  ever  able 
by  any  application  of  their  own  forces 
to  restrain,  far  less  to  overcome,  the 
piratical  fleets,  found  it  necessary  to 
reswt  to  the  Portuguese, at  Macao,  to 
whose  exertions  they  are  indebted  for 
the  overthrow  of  a  power,  that  mena- 
ced the  safety  and  existence  oi  thoir 


government.  A  particular  account  of 
the  interference  of  the  Portuguese,  and 
of  their  operations  against  the  pirates, 
has  been  transmitted  by  a  gentleman 
resident  ^tMacao,  a  summary  of  which 
may  perhaps  be  acceptable  to  a  part  of 
our  readers. 

'*  At  length  the  government  of  Can- 
ton frankly  acknowledged  their  inabi- 
lity to  subdue  the  pirates,  whose  fleets 
amounted  to  between  3  and  400  war 
boats  or  junks,  armed  with  from  12  to 
20  guns  each,  and  from  50  to  200  men » 
infesting  the  sea-coast  and  canals  that 
water  this  province  j  carrying  on  a  per- 
petual warfare  against  the  peace  and 
proper tyof the  inhabitants,  both  onshore 
and  afloat :  no  vessel  could  trade  upon 
the  coast  with  safety.  The  pirates 
frequently  landed,  and  laid  contribu- 
tions upon  the  towns  and  villages  j  and 
afler  plundering  the  inhabitants,  set 
fire  to  their  houses.  Their  steps 
were  marked  with  wanton  barb^ 
rity,  sparing  neither  age  nor  sex  ;  old 
men  and  women,  and  children,  wicre 
indiscriminately  butchered.  These 
enormities  called  for  the  exertions  of 
the  Chinese  government :  a  fleet  of 
upwards  of  40  sail  of  junks,  carrying, 
from  14  to  20  guns  each,  were  equip-* 
ped,  and  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel 
fleets  ;  bat  upon  the  very  first  rencon- 
trs,  2d  of  the  Imperial  wav  junks 
struck  CO  the  pirates,  and  the  rest  saved 
tliemselves  by  a  precipitate  flight. 

''  The  suocess  of  the  pirates  had  the 
eflect  of  s  increasing  their  numbers  ; 
fishermen  and  others  flocked  to  their 
standard  in  crowds.  One  division  of 
their  fleet  attacked  and  carried  an  Ame- 
rican schooner,  and  they  would  ba\'e 
made  prize  of  a  much  larger  vessel 
under  the  same  colours,  had  she  not  ^ 
run  for  shelter  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort  of  Macao.  The  usual  intercourse 
between  Macao  and  Canton  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  pirate  boats,  which 
frequently  blockaded  the  different  pas- 
sages, to  the  great  detriment  of  a  va- 
luable branch  of  commerce. 

"  Added  to  all  this.  Canton  itself  was 
threatened  with  serious  danger  ;  and 
the  pirates  went  so  far  as  to  declare 
their  resolution  to  displace  the  present 
Tartar  family  from  the  |br(Hie  ef  China 
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And  to  restore  the  empire  of  the  an- 
cieot  Chioese  dynasty.  Tbismenace, 
and  the  growing  strength  of  the  rebels, 
operated  with  full  force  on  the  fears  of 
the  Chinese  government,  and  the  vice- 
roy of  Canton  hastened  to  conclude  a 
convention  with  the  city  of  Macao, 
for  the  destruction  of  the  rel^el  deet. 
The  following  are  the  articles  of  this 
convention : 

*  His  excellency  the  viceroy  of  the  two 
provinces  of  Quangtong  and  Quangsi, 
and  governor  of  the  city  of  Macao, 
beipg  equally  convinced  of  the  neces- 
sity of  putting  an  end  to  the  depreda- 
tion of  the  pirates  of  China,  who  with- 
out fear  infest  the  seas  bordering  on 
the  two  cities  of  Canton  and  Macao  ; 
and  thereby  to  restore  public  tranquil- 
lity, and  security  to  the  trade  and  navi- 
gation of  those  parts,  have  mutually 
resolved  to  conclude  a  conv^iiion  for 
equipping  a  garda  costa,  or  crnlzing 
squadron,  to  be  manned  by  the  forces 
t£  'the  governments.  They  have,  for 
that  purpose,  named  as  their  represen- 
tatives ;  viz.  his  excellency  the  viceroy 
of  Canton,  nominates  three  mandarins, 
(whose  names  and  titles  are  set  forth  at 
full  length  in  the  original  $)  and  the  go- 
vernment of  Macao  names  as  its  re- 
presentatives, Miguel  de  Arriga  Brom 
de  Silveira,  Dezerabergador  Ouvidor, 
or  chief  judge  at  Macao,  Knight  of 
Christ,  and  Joze  Joscqaim  de  Barros, 
Capitao  Mor  do  Caropo,  knight  of 
Christ,  and  actual  procurador  of  the 
senate,  who  after  having  exchanged 
their  respective  full  powers,  have  con- 
cluded and  agreed  upon  the  following 
articles: 

'A«T.  1.— There  shall  be  immediately 
established  a  garda  costa,  consisting  of 
six  PovCpguese  acroed  vessels,  united 
with  an  imperial  squadron,  which  shall 
cruize  for  the  term  of  six  months  from 
the  Bog,  CBocad^  do  Tigre)  to  this 
city  i  and  from  this  city  to  Hiansang 
through  the  gulf,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  pirates  firom  entering  the  canals 
which  hitherto  they  have  chiedy  in- 
fested, exercising  every  cruelty  and  the 
most  horrible  devastations,  in  the  vil- 
lages and  towm  on  the  sea-shore. 

'  Art.  2. — ^The  Chinese  government 
agrees  to  pay  the  sum  of  eighty  tho^- 


and  tales  towards  defraying  the  ex* 
pences  of  the  Portuguese  ships.  It 
shall  not  be  pertuitted  to  retract  the 
fulfilment  of  this  article,  should  the 
intended  expedition  firom  any  unex« 
pected  cause  be  defeated. 

'  Art.  3. — The  government  of  Ma- 
cao  shall  equip,  with  men,  arms,  am- 
munition, Ike.  the  six  vessels  abuve- 
stipulated,  with  all  practicable  dispatcb« 

*  Art.  4.— Both  governments,  and 
their  respective  forces,  employed  oa 
this  service,  shall  mutually  co*operate 
with  each  other,  in  promoting  the  ob- 
ject they  have  both  in  view. 

'  Art.  5.— All  prizes,  taken  from  the 
pirates  by  the  combined  forces,  shall  be 
equally  divided  bet  ween  the  Portuguese 
and  imperial  squadron. 

♦  Art.  6.— When  the  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition is  attained,  all  the  ancient  pri« 
vileges  ef  Macao  shall  be  restored  to  it. 

*  Art.  7.— This  convention  is  to  be 
considered  as  ratified  by  the  signature 
of  the  subscribing  parties,  in  virtue  of 
their  full  powers. 

In  faith  whereof  we  have  signed 
these,  presents,  and  caused  the  seals 
of  our  arms  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Macao,  this  23  rd  iky  of 
November,  I8O9. 
Miguel  db  Arrioa  Brom  da  Sil- 

TIBRA. 

Joze  JoAOtrm  db  Barros. 

Sealed  by  .he    fJ";;;^"-<^"^' 


Mandarins, 


IPOK, 


"  No  soonerwas  the  convention  signed, 
than  the  distinguished  zeal  and  activity 
of  the  Dvzembargador  Ouvidor,  Migtiel 
de  Arriga  Brom  de  Silveira,  were  stic- 
cessfuliy  called  into  «:tion.    The  go- 
vernment   was    unprovided  with  the 
requisite  number  of  ships,  officers,  sea- 
men, stores  and  provisions  |  yet  such 
were  the  exertions  x>f  the  Dizeoibarsi- 
dor,  that  in  the  course  ef  Svt  days/he 
had  six  vessels  taken  up,  and  as  com- 
pletely equipped  as  the  resources  of 
Macao  would  admit.    The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  names  and  number  of 
men  and  guns,   of  the  dififerent   ves- 
sels employed,  all  which  were  placed 
nnder  the  command  in  chief  of  Jofxe 
Finto  al  Confbroado  d*Asevido  e  Soa- 
sa,  captain  of  artillery  i 
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Nxytit 

GUHS, 

Mir. 

locooqiiisuvel 

26 

160 

Palla 

iS 

»3« 

lodiana' 

1^ 

i«o 

Bellmrio 

IfiO 

Sc  Miguel 

16 

aoo 

Brig  Pnnceii  Carlotti 

I  16 

100 

TOTAL  ll8 

730. 

"  The  chief  deficiency  of  this  little 
squadron  was  in  shot  and  other  naTal 
atom.  Application  was  made  for  a 
sopply  of  those  essential  articles,  to  the 
hooonrable  East  India  company's  supra 
cargoes,  at  Canton.  The  select  com- 
mittee acquiesced  in  the  request,  and 
the  leqaisite  stores,  ammunition,  &c. 
were  supplied  from  the  company's 
ships,  with  a  liberality  peculiar  to  the 
English,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
friendship  and  alliance  subsisting  be* 
tween  that  nation  and  the  Portu- 
gnese. 

'^  The  Macao  tqnadroobeing  thus  ena- 
bled to  put  to  sea  h)  a  sate  of  complete 
efficiency,  were  joined  by  sixty  war 
juoks  of  the  Imperial  Chinese  fleet. 
The  pirates  £ed  at  the  approach  of  the 
confederate  fleet,  -but  in  many  instances 
thcnr  were  obliged  to  come  to  action ; 
and  in  all  th^  rencontres  they  were 
defeated  with  considerable  loss:  the 
blant  of  the  difierent  actions  fell  upon 
the  Portuguese,  who  derived  little  or  no 
aasistance  from  their  allies.  Harassed 
by  this  species  of  warfare,  Qua-a-pou 
chay>  one  of  the  pirate  chiefe,  made  a 
proposition,  in  the  course  of  January  last, 
to  surrender  himself  and  his  fleet,  con- 
sisting of  about  100  junks  and  8000  men. 
Hia  terms  of  surrender  were  accepted. 

"  In  Febnary,  a  negotiation  was  open- 
ed between  the  viceroy  of  Canton,  and 
the  pirate  chiefs  for  their  surrender, 
which,  after  some  weeks  was  broken  off. 
Hostilities  were  then  renewed  by  the 
Portugese  with  their  former  activity,' 
and  the  Pirates  in  consequence  found 
themselves  reduced  to  great  difficulties; 
they  were  pursued  into  the  canals  and 
recesses,  and  often  forced  to  abandon 
their  boats.  M  length,  on  the  12th 
of  April,  the  Portuguese  squadron  so 
mmoeuvred,  as  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of 
the  grand  pirate  fleet,  commanded  by 
A-jno-Char,  the  most  daring  of  their 
leaders^  wbo^  seeing  no  possibilityof 


escape,  judged  it  prudent  to  treat  tot 
his  surrender.  Advice  was  instantly 
forwarded  to  the  viceroy  of  Canton^ 
who  forthwith  repaired  toHiansang, 
where  he  was  met  by  M.  Arriaga :  the 
propositions  from  the  pirates  were  fully 
considered.  The  high  and  honotirable 
character  of  Miffuel  de  Arriaga,  com- 
manded unbounded  confidence,  and  « 
both  the  viceroy  and  the  pirate  chieft 
left  to  him  the  adjustment  of  the  whole 
affair.  In  three  days  every  point  was 
settled,  a  general  amnesty  was  granted 
to  the  pirates,  and  their  whole  fleet, 
consisting  of  upwards  of  270  war  junks, 
16,000  young  men,  6,000  women; 
armed  with  1200  pieces  of  ordnance, 
besides  small  arms,  surrendered^  and 
were  delivered  up  to  the  viceroy.  Thoa 
terminated  the  system  of  piracy,  whidi 
has  been  the  scourge  of  China  during 
the  httt  twenty  years.  . 

''  On  the  21st  of  April,  Miguel  Ar^ 
riaga  returned  to  Macao ;  and  on  the 
following  day,  the  six,  Portuguese  cruiz- 
ers  entered  the  harbour,  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  the  people.  Salolae 
were  fired  firom  the  ships  and  forts* 
the  bells  were  rung,  and  a  Te  Deum 
was  celd>rated  as  a  thanksgiving  for  ^ 
the  happy  issue  of  the  expedition."  * 
SaPT.  8.— On  Thursday  evening  last, 
the  right  honourable  the  governor-ge- 
neral gave  a  grand  dinner  at  the  govern* 
ment  house,  to  the  oflicen  of  the  Eu- 
ropean corps  proceeding  on  ihe  expedi- 
tion. It  was  attended  by  ail  the  beads  of 
offices  at  the  presidency. 

SaPT.  10.-— By  authentic  advices 
from  Scindia's  camp,  dated  the  19th 
ultimo,  that  chieftain  is  stated  to  have 
undertaken  the  ilege  of  the  great  for* 
tress  of  Narwar,  a  place  not  far  dis-> 
tant  from  the  British  frontier.  Narwar 
is  included  within  Scindia*s  division  of 
the  Mahratta  empire,  and  4ias  for  some 
time  been  occupied  by  a  chieftaie 
namedKhundoojee,whom  Scindia,from 
views  of  extortion,  now  wishes  to  dis- 
possess. It  is  considered  by  much 
the  largest  and  strongest  fortress  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  the  summit  of  a  souare  hill ; 
^nd  contains  within  its  walls,  a  fine 
city,  plentifully  supplied  with  water, 
and  witbevery  other  convenience  no* 
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cfessary  for  the  subsistence  of  a  garri- 
son. The  town  of  Narwar  is  situated  at- 
the  bottom  of  the  hill  $  and,  in  poii^t 
of  extent^  is  not  very  considerable. 
It  appears  that,  on  the  first  approach' 
g(  Sci odea's  army,  Khundoojee  him- 
self took  to  flight,  abandoning  his 
strong  hold  to  the  charge  of  a  tumuU 
tuoos  garrison,  who,  immediately  on 
his  departure,  became  divided  into 
different  factions,  headed  by  leaders 
with  opposite  interests  and  views. 
The  fortress,  if  well  defended,  was 
capable  of  withstanding  the  whole 
Mahratta  power  for  years ;  but  these 
disorders  in  the  garrison  encouraged, 
in  Scrndea*s  camp^  a  pretty  confident 
hope  of  its  immediate  surrender ; 
and  (heir  influence,  indeed,  bad  al- 
ready appeared,  in  the  facility  which 
attended  the  first  operations  of  the 
siege  ;  the  town,  though  deieiKled  by 
a  ^ood  wall  and  ditch,  having  been 
carried,  without  opposition,  on  the 
nth,  by  Baptiste,  at  the  head  of  the 
few  regular  battalions  still  remaining 
ID  Scindea*8  employ. 

.  On  the  1 8tb  ultimo,  Scindea  came 
in  person  to  the  quarters  of  the  British 
residency,  and  returned  Mr.  Metcalfs* 
first  visit.  The  ceremonial  was  con- 
ducted, on  this  occasion,  in  the  best 
style  ;  and  .the  khelat,  presented  by 
tl»  British  envoy,  was  received  with 
mucb  apparent  satis^tion  by  the  Ma- 
harajah. 

Letters  from  BenarA,  of  the  ls( 
current  state,  that  the  general  court 
martial  lately  assembled  there  had 
closed  its  proceedings  on  the  trial  of 
major  Thompson. 

~  Sept.  12. — Accounts  from  the  same 
quarter  advise,  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  martial  held  on  Ueutenant- 
colonel  Mac  Gregor,  and  which  Wf  re 
forwarded  to  general  St.  Leger,  the 
piovisional  commander-ir*  hief  for  a^w 
probation,  had  been  returned  to  the 
court  for  revision. 

Yesterday  forenoon,  colonel  Kelso, 
commanding  the  land  forces,  embarked 
on  the  expedition,  captain  Broughton 
of  the  Illustrious,  brigade-major  Hall, 
&c.  went  on  board  tlie  Cuthbert  Thorn- 
hiil  schooner,  and  sailed  immediately 
to  join  [h0  liluttrious  in  BaUsore  roadsr 


Mrs.  Farquahar,  the  lady  of  gover« 
nor  Farquahar,  Mrs.  CockbUm,  Mrs. 
colonel  Dairy mple,  lieutenant  colone\ 
Dalrymple,  and  Mr.  Cock  burn,  of  the 
civil  service,  left  town  on  Monday 
morning,  in  ^e  government  yacht, 
for  Saugnr  roads, where  they  embarked 
on  board  one  of  the  Indianien,  pro- 
ceeding to  the  French  i&laiids.  The 
party  was  accompanied  oirthe  yacbc 
by  the  honourable  Mr.  Elliot,  Walter 
Farqubar,  Esq  &c.  &c. 

AnK)ng  the  ordnance  stores  accom- 
panying the  present  armament,  is  a 
very  large  proportion  of  Shrapnell 
shells,  which  promise  to  be  well  suUed 
fur  a  part  of  the  expected  S4»rvice»  One 
of  the  most  efficient  and  best  appoint- 
ed corps  of  the  colonial  force  at  the 
Mauritius,  is  their  horse  artillery,  upon 
whom  the  ShrapnHls  are  calculated  to 
act  with  destructive  effect. 

Yesterday  an  express  arrived  from 
Kedgeree,  annmincing  the  arrival  in 
Saugor  roads,  of  the  ship  Ann,  captain 
Clark,  from  New  South  WaJes.  She 
brings  intelligence  of  the  further  suc- 
cess of  the  British  against  some  of  the 
lesser  tkitch  settlements  to  the  East** 
ward. 

The  Ann,  on  her  passage  from  New 
South  Wales,  put  into  CSjete  Bay,  in 
the  island  of  Bouro,  where  she  found 
at  anchor  his  mnjesty's  sliip  Dover, 
captaii).  Tucker,  with  a  Dutch  prize, 
which  she  had  just  captured. 

Captain  Tucker  communicated  to 
the  commander  of  the  Ano,  the  sur- 
render of  the  Dutch  settlements  of 
Manaao,  Gooronatolla,  and  Bachian, 
to  his  majesty's  frigate  the  Dover. 

Captain  Tucker  also  stated,  that  the 
inhabitants  ofithe  island  of  Teroate, 
had  expressed  an  eamtrst  desire  to  be 
relieved  from  the  Dutch  government, 
and  to  be  taken  under  the  protection  of 
the  English.  The  people  of  the 
Island  were  known  to  have  been  long 
hostile  to  the  Dutch  ;  but  owing  to 
the  capture  of  the  colonial  vessels  by 
the  British  cruisers,  they  were  lately 
reduced  to  such  distress,  frem  the  want 
of  grain  and  provisions,  that  thej 
would  g]a(}ly  surrender  at  discretion  to 
the  English. 

The  only  settiemeoU  that  now  re* 
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raain  to  the  Dutch  are  Java,  Ternate, 
Tidore,  and  the  Banda  islands. 

The  Dover  and  her  prize  sailed 
from  Bouro  for  Amboyna,  on  the  2d 
of  Aogiist.  The  crew  of  the  Dover 
were  extremely  sickly  ;  and  at  the 
time  of  her  leaving  Bouro,  she  had  up* 
wards  of  80  men  on  her  sick  list.  The 
British  garrison  at  Amboyna  was 
very  oobealthy  ;  and  a  number  of  the 
soldiers  had  lately  died. 

Bbrhampore,  Sept.  16. — ^Thurs- 
day the  13th,  being  the  anniversary  of 
the  festival  of  the  Bhera  of  the  Nawaub 
Nazim,  groupes  of  people  were  seen, 
as  usual  from  sun  rise  till  night,  ap- 
proaching, in  all  directions,  the  Killa, 
or  family  residence  of  his  highness. 
The  day  began  to  lower,  and  threaten- 
ed a  storm  ;  but  towards  the  afternoon 
it  cleared  away,  and  closed  in  an  even- 
ing delightfully  clear  and  serene  The 
xnoHitude  of  spectators  assembled  was 
inunense.  They  waited  impatiently 
for  tlie  expected  grand  display  of  fire- 
works, .  itiaminations,  &c.  which,  ac- 
cordtog  to  loog-established  custom, 
have  been  annually  exhibited  on  the 
anniversary  of  this  festival.  And,  as 
it  bad  t)een  reported  that  the  fete  would 
be  celebrated  on  this  occasion  with  un- 
cosu  m«n  splendour,  by  the  new  Sou- 
bah,  the  attendance  was  more  crowded 
than  usual.  But  alas  !  all  was  disap- 
pointroent.  Expectation  was  balked 
tbrooghoiu.  The  festival,  instead  of 
being  celebrated  in  a  mauner  that  was 
to  recall  the  remembrance  of  its  an- 
cient splendour,  was  evidently  marked 
by  neglect  and  inattention.  Not  one 
oi'  the  numerous  Bheras,  great  or 
small,  of  the  branches  of  the  &mily  on 
the  musaud,  and  of  other  Moosul- 
noans  of  rank,  who  on  former  occa- 
casions  preceded  the  Bhera  of  the 
Soabab,  and  shed  a  blaze  of  light  along 
tbe  coarse  of  the  river,  that  was  seen 
at  tbe  distance  of  piany  miles  :  nor  one 
of  tbose  were  present  on  this  occasion. 
It  was  not  till  late,  and  after  a  tedious 
delay^  that  his  highnesses  bhera  ap- 
peared; .  floating  down  the  stream 
in  sombre  majesty,  unattended  by  any 
of  tbe  numerous  state  barges,  whose 
gaody  ornaments  and  illuminations 
were  woot  to  add  ao  much  Irrilliancy 


to  the  scene.  Insipklity  and  dulness, 
and  confusion,  were  the  order  of  the 
night.  Some  time  before  his  high- 
nesses bhera  reached  the  Inhamaul, 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  lights 
were  burnt  out,  while  those  that  re- 
mained shone  out  in  irregular  blazes, 
that  served  to  render  more  visible  the 
hideous  intervals  of  darkness.  The 
display  of  fire- works  that  succeeded, 
shewed  a  lamentable  falling  off  irom 
the  exhibitions  of  former  years. 

The  Nazim's  bhera  was  followed  by 
that  of  the  family  of  Nawaub  Sydo, 
(lately  deceased,  and  the  last  of  the 
legitimate  offspring  of  Jatfer  Ally 
Cawn.)  This  bl>era  in  former  years, 
preceded  that  of  tbe  Souba  about  a  mile, 
and  was  generally  in  finer  style,  and  of 
more  cmtly  and  elegant  construction, 
than  any  other,  though  not  so  large 
as  the  Nawaub's.  By  the  time  it 
arrived  near  the  Inahmaul,  the  lights 
were  so  far  extinguished,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  see  it  distinctly. 

In  former  years,  the  slate  barges  at- 
tending the  Nazim's  bhera,  formed  a 
train,  extending  upwards  of  a  mile  in 
length,  beyond  the  Killa,  and  used  to 
protract  the  splendour  of  the  scene, 
throughout  the  whole  of  fhat  space; 
but  this  year  the  Tomasha  commenced 
opposite  Inahmanl,  nor  did  a  vestige 
of  it,  except  the  plantain  tree  platform, 
get  beyond  it. 

Sep.  19.— ^public  sale  of  Madeira 
wine,  the  property  of  the  Kast  India 
company,  was  held  at  the  Old  Fort 
on  Sunday  last ;  when  the  London 
market  Madeira  sold  as  high  as  sicca 
rupees  4/0  j  and  part  of  the  India 
market  wine  sold  at  sicca  rupees,  435 
per  pipe. 

Liate  accounts  from  the  island  of  Ma- 
deira, received  by  the  ships  from  Ame- 
rica, state,  that  wine  had  risen  to  561. 
sterling  per  pipe,  in  consequence  of  the 
short  vintage  of  last  year,  an^  the  great 
demand  on  account  of  English  orders. 

The  vessels  that  have  lately  arrived 
at  this  port  from  America,  bring  little 
or  no  cargo.  Their  importations  are 
chiefly  confined  to  specie,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  their  return  investments.  Tt 
was  imagined  that  large  quantities  of 
wine  and  brandies '  would  be  brought 
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out  to  this  coantry  from  America^  as 
soon  as  a  renewal  of  the  intercourse 
with  India  should  permit.  But  the 
<]uantity  either  of  Madeira  or  French 
wines  in  America,  was  very  small :  and 
the  importation  of  brandies,  owing  to 
the  restricted  intercourse  wiih  the 
ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  had  been 
so  much  diminished,  that  they  were 
not  procurable  in  America,  except  at 
the  most  exorbitant  prices. 

Sept.  20. — On  the  I4lh  instant,  cap- 
tain Broughton,  commander  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ship  Illustrious,  went  on  board 
the  honourable  company's  'cruizer 
Nautilus,  in  Saugor  roads,  and  sailed 
through  the  fleet,  giving  his  instruc- 
tions to  the  different  ship!«as  he  passed. 
On  the  l(>tb  instant  he  joitted  the  Il- 
lustrious, and,  on  the  18th  all  the  cap- 
tains of  the  respective  vessels  went  on 
board  the  commodore,  and  received 
their  last  instructions  previous  to  sail- 
ing. The  weather  at  Saugor  had  for  a 
considerable  time  before  proved  so 
boisterous  that  the  dawk  boats  from 
Kedgeree  were  unable  to  reach  many 
of  the  ships — and  it  was  with  consi- 
derable dilHculty  that  the  sloops  con- 
taining such  of  the  provi:)ions  and 
water  as  thir  ships  had  been  unable  to 
receive  on  baird  iu  the  river,  could  gel 
alongside  This  inconvenience  was 
most  severely  felt  by  two  of  the  India- 
men,  the  Hugh  Inglis  and  City  of  Lon- 
don ;  and  to  buch  a  degree,  that  it  was 
at  one  time  apprehendea  these  vessels 
must  ha\9e  detained  the  fleet  for  some 
time  longer. —  Every  thing  was  how- 
ever completed,  and  the  ships  stood  out 
irom  their  anchorage;  and  quitted  pilot's 
water  on  the  iSth  instant.     Ail  well. 

SjVT.  21. — In  the  letters  from  Ix>o- 
deehauneh,  it  is  stated  that  Unnjcet 
Sing  Was  shortly  expected  at  Fellore, 
a  large  t^wn  on  the  opposite  banic  of 
the  Satledge,  and  about  five  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  British  station.  Jt  was 
said  that  he  proposed  to  hold  an  in- 
terview there  with  colonel  Ochterlony. 
But  the  ostensible  object  of  his  jour- 
ney was,  to  visit  a  small  fortress, 
wluch  had  lately  been  raised  at  Fellore, 
as  a  frontier  defence,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  a  sirdar,  named  Mokam 
Chund,  in  the  service  of  the  Lahore 
chieftain. 


It  appears  from  these  accooBls,  thif 
the  expedition,  undertaken  last  year 
by  Ruojeet  Sing,  against  Mooltan,  bad 
completely  failed. 

He  was  attended  on  that  occasioo  by 
the  fiower  of  his  army,  his  ablest  lead- 
ers,  and  his  heaviest  ordnance.  But 
every  effort  proved  ineffectual ;  and  he 
was  finally  compelled  to  retreat  from 
the  province  iu  disgrace.  Enraged  by 
this  disappointment,  Ruojeet  imnoedi* 
ately  ordered  all  his  infantry  to  be  dis- 
banded; and  appointed  Mokam 
Chund  to  raise  new  battalions  at  Fel- 
lore, to  be  organized  and  trained  after 
the  European  manner.  As  the  first 
step  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
this  plan,  every  temptation  was  held 
out  to  induce  the  English  Sepoys  to 
desert  from  Loodehauneh, — and,  for 
sonae  time,  they  were  not  held  out  in 
vain.  A  Jemmadar,  belonging  to  one 
of  the  native  battalions,  bavine  first  ap- 
plied for  and  obtained  his  discharge, 
crossed  the  Sutledge,  and  gbtaioed  a 
distinguished  station  in  the  Seik  ser- 
vice. He  was  followed  by  a  great 
many  Sepoys  of  the  same  batttltoo. 
These  were  followed  by  othere,  men 
of  every  description  :  and,  for  a  short 
time,  desertions  in  bands,  even  of  four 
or  6ve  at  once,  were  not  unusual.  At 
length  the  evil  cured  itself.  The  de- 
serters presently  discovered,  that  their 
new  fortunes  by  no  means  answered 
the  high  promises  which  had  been  set 
forth  to  them  ;  and  some  of  the  num- 
ber, smarting  under  tlie  chagrin  of 
their  disappointment,  ventured  to  tes- 
tify their  feelings  in  a  manner  not  alto- 
gether agreeable  to  their  Seik  masters. 
The  remedy  usually  employed  by  the 
chieftains,  for  the  removal  of  such  dis- 
contents, was  unmediately  resorted  to. 
Some  of  the  transgressors  were  depriv- 
ed of  their  noses  and  ears,  and  others 
ot  their  heads.  Even  this  expedient, 
however,  was  not  altogether  efiectual 
t )  tranquillize  the  minds  of  the  sur- 
vivors i  and  other  difBculties,  with 
numerous  little  jealousies,  arising,  it 
was  not  long  fc)efore  Eunjeet  became 
heartily  sick  of  his  schenoe.  With 
that  capricious  propensity  to  extreooei, 
which  is  one  of  the  first  characteris- 
tics of  barbarism,  be  sow  determmed 
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to  employ  no  English  deterten  whati 
evcir  in  lus  army,  for  the  future  ;  and 
he  iflsned  a  decree,  directing,  that  no 

Strwoa,  who  had  ever  been  in  the 
ritish  service,  should  be  ferried  over 
at  any  of  the  Ghauts  on  the  Sutledge, 
under  a  penalty  to  the  offender  of 
]000  rupees,  with  loss  of  nose  and 
ears,  and  perpetual  banishment  from 
the  country  ! 

General  Orders,  by  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Governor- General  in  Council 
Fort  WiLLiAM,SErT.21. — Lieute- 
oant*co]6nel  Henry  Worsley,  of  the 
native  infantry  of  this  establishment, 
(not  yet  posted  as  lieutenant- colonel) 
having  produced  the  prescribed  certi- 
ficates from  the  pay  and  medical  de- 
fitments,  is  permitted  to  proceed  to 
Europe  on  furlough,  for  the  recovery 
of  his  health. 

The  governor -general  in  council 
cannot  on  this  occasion  withhold  the 
expression  of  his  concern,  that  the  go- 
vernment will  be  deprived  for  a  time 
of  the  further  services  of  lieutenant 
colonel  Worsley,  by  the  continuance 
of  the  same  infirm  state  of  health, 
which  oocupelled  that  valuable  o£5cer 
to  resign  the  situation  of  adjutaot-ge* 
neral,  after  having  so  long  filled  it  with 
the  invariable  approbation  and  confi- 
dence of  the  commander-in-chief  and 
of  government,  and  with  eminent  be- 
nefit to  the  public  service. 

J.  Apams, 
Sec.  to  Govt.  Mil.  Dapt. 
Sept,  24.— The  loss  of  the  country 
ship  Charles,  of  which  intell'^ence 
has  just  reached  Calcutta,  has  been 
attended  witb  circumstances  particu- 
larly melancholy.  The  Charles  was  ot\ 
hervoyi^e  to  this  port,  from  the  GulJ^h 
of  Persia  and  Bombay.  She  touched 
on  the  coast  of  Coromandel  for  a  cargo 
of  salt,  and  s:uU\\  froip  Vizagapatam 
on  the  first  current.  The  weather  had 
then  a  very  unj»ettled  appearance,  with 
frequent  squalls,  which  increasing* 
as  the  moon  advanced  towards  her 
quarter,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to 
stand  out  into  the, Bay,  and  to  prepare 
against  the  storm,  which  seemed  to  be 
Impending.  On  the  seventh  current, 
aqcordiog^j  when  the  vessel,  had  got 


to  the  dtstanoe  of  about  80  miles  firom 
the  hind,  the  gale  set  in,  and  blew  with 
considerable  violence.  It  had  not  con* 
tinued  long,  when  the  carpentcfr  re- 
ported, that  the  ship  had  sprung  a  leak, 
and.  that  there  were  two  feet  water 
alr^y  in  the  hold.  Recourse  wa^ 
had  to  the  pumps  :  but  the  salt  with 
which  the  ship  was  laden,  greatly  im- 
peded the  working,  and  one  of  the 
pumps  was  soon  completely  choaked. 
Captain  Dennison  then  directed  the 
fore  hatch  way  to  be  opened,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  lighten  the  ship  j — a  mea-^ 
sure  which  seemed  to  afford  some  tem- 
porary relief.  The  water,  however, 
still  continued  to  gain  on  them  ;  and, 
both  pumps  having  become  nearly 
useless,  from  the  quantity  of  salt, 
which  had  accumulated  in  their  cavi- 
ties, the  main  hatchway  was  also  open- 
ed, and  a  fruitless  attempt  was  made  to 
ease  the  ship  further  by  t)aiinff.  The 
water  had  now  increased  to  8  leet ;  and 
as  the  vessel  was  settling  more  and 
more  e\'ery  minute,  and  all  prospect 
of  saving  her  seemed  to  have  vanished, 
it  was  determined  to  put  out  the  boats, 
in  the  hope  of  preserving  the  crew 
and  soihe  part  of  the  treasure.  ThQ 
cutter  was  accordingly  lowered  from 
the  stern,  and  the  two  jolly-boats  from 
the  quarters.  They  then  proceeded  to 
hoist  out  the  long-boat.  But  by  the 
time  it  was  raised  nearly  to  the  verra 
of  the  gunwale,  the  water  was  approach<% 
ing  fast  to  the  gun-deck,  and  the  las- 
cars  who  were  employed  at  the  tackle, 
became  so  excessively  alarmed,  that 
they  let  go  their  hold,  and  the  boat 
fell  back  upon  the  deck.  The  men 
then  leapt  into  the  boat,  where  they 
lay  down  ;  and  neither  threats  nor  in- 
treaties  could  prevail  on  them  to  exert 
tliemselves  further.  Before  this  iliDe^ 
one  of  the  jolly-boats  had  been  stove  5 
and  there  remained  only  the  other  jolly- 
boat  and  the  cutter,  tor  the  reception^ 
of  those  who  chose  to  quit  the  ship. 
Captain  Dennison,  however,  and  seve<f 
^ral  of  his  officers,  seeing  that  all  their 
efiforts  to  get  out  the  long  boat  were 
unavailing,  went  aft  to  the  poop  ;  and, 
together  with  major  Grant  (a  passen- 
ger,) and  part  of  the  crew,  amounting 
in  all  to  43  souls,  embarked  on  tlu"-^ 
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two  boats.  They  liad  separated  but  a' 
short  distance  from  the  ship,  when 
they  saw  her  go  down.  Mr.  Askwith, 
(the  chief  officer,)  41  Lascars,  and  up- 
wards of  ;jO  fine  Arab  horses  from 
Bussorah,  perished  with  her. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  insurmount- 
able obstinacy  of  the  lascars,  it  is  consi- 
dered extremely  probable,  that  not 
only  the  lives  of  all  the  crew  might 
I  have  been  saved,  but  also  the  griraler 
part  of  the  treasure,  which,  to  the 
amount  of  three  lacs  of  rupees,  was 
totally  lost. 

As  it  was,  Captain  Dennison  was 
niiable  to  bring  away,  even  a  supply  of 
biscuiJsand  water,  for  the  maintenance 
of  himself  and  his  comrades,  who,  for 
nine  days  together,  continued  exposed 
to  the  utmost  extremity  of  distress. 
At  length,  on  the  l6th,  they  arrived  at 
Balasore,  where  they  were  received  and 
treated  with  the  greatest  kindness  and 
hospitality. 

-  The  risks  on  the  Charles,in  the  C^d- 
cutta  Insurance  offices,  do  not  exceied, 
in  the  whole,  all  the  sum  of 
90,000  rupees.  The  p;reateT  part  of 
her  treasure  and  cfffgo  was  tlie  proper- 
'  ty  of  Arab  merchants. 

Sept.  29.— Four  European  soldiers 
belonging  to  the  cantonments,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Agra ;  determined 
Uy  put  to  death  thi^  first  native  they 
slnnild  find  in  a  proper  situation  fbr 
thefr  purpose.  Their  arrangetuents 
being  made,  they  went  out  of  canton- 
ments, with  a  loaded  musquet,  and 
coming  up  with  a  native,  a  ryot  at 
work,  in  an  adjoining  field,  one  of  their* 
miuiber  deliberately  aimed  his  piece, 
nnd  lodged  iJs  contents  in  the  body  of 
the  man,  who  instantly  fell,  and  died 
some  short  timj  afterwards.  -  The 
alarm  being  given,  the  ^perpetrators 
were  secured  forthwith.  Upon  ex- 
amination, the  only  motive  that  could 
be  assigned  for  this  deliberate  and  un- 
provoked murder  was,  that  wearied 
and  disgusted  witli  the  insipid  routine 
of  life  in  cantonments,  they  became  so 
miserable,  that  they  resolved  at  all 
hazards  to  effect  a  change  of  place  and 
situation.  Upon  deliberation,  no  plan 
seemed  better  suited  to  effect  their  pur- 
pose, than  that  one  of  them  should  put 


to  death  a  native,  in  presence  of  tho 
three  others  :  so  that  the  man  wh« 
should  actually  perpetrate  the  murder^ 
would,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  pro- 
ceeding, be  apprehended  and  sent  to 
Calcutta,  to  take  bis  trial  in  the  Su- 
preme court,  and  the  three  otliers 
would  be  ordered  to  accompany  him, 
as  witnesses  of  the  fact  :  and  thus  the 
whole  party  would  secure  a  journey  to 
the  presidency.  The  measure  being 
approved  and  agreed  upon,  the  four 
men  tlirew  lots,  to  determine  who 
should  be  ihe  actual  perpetrator  of  the 
intended  murder.  This  point  being 
adjusted^  the  man  on  whom  the  lot  fell, 
loaded  the  musquet,  and  accompanied 
by  his  three  accomplices,  sallied  forth 
in  quest  of  their  victim,  who  was  put 
to  death  as  above  stated. 

The  four  soldiers,  charged  with  the 
above  murder,  are  ordered  co  be  sent  to 
Calcutta,  to  take  their  trial  at  the 
ensuing  Sessions. 

BENGAL 

Occurrences  for  Octoba\ 

October.  1 . —  The  followiog  letter 
has  been  received  by  the  government 
from  captain  Pym  of  the  Sirius,  giving 
an  account  of  the  action  with  the  fri- 
eates  and  other  ships  in  Grand  Pert, 
Mauritius. 

I^  de  la  Passe f  24tk  August,    ISthj 
and  continued  on  the  'J5th, 

My  last  wouM  inform  you  my  in- 
tention to  attack  the  frigates,  the 
Corvette,  and  the  honourable  'com- 
pany's ship  in  Grand  Port. 

The  Magicienne  having  joined  me 
at  the  time  the  re-captured  fthipWind* 
ham  was  about  to  iet  sail  for  Bourbon^ 
I  ordered  captain  I^mbert  to  carry 
the  armed  brig  (Brisk)  with  all  ex- 
pedition to  the  Isle  de  la  Passe,  and 
that  the  enemy  in  Port  Louis  might 
not  be  alarmed,  I  set  all  sail  to  the 
southward  j  and>  although  it  blew  liard, 
1  arrived  the  next  day  at  noon  at  tfaelsle 
de  la  Passe.  The  Nereide  made  signal 
that  she  was  ready ;  1  then  bore  down 
to  her  and  reconnoitred  tlie  enemy's 
position,  and  decided  to  attack  them. 
When  the  otncer  of  the  Nereide, 
who  was  to  act  as  ptlot^  came  on  boaid. 
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I  made  signal  to  weigh  anchor,  and 
when  we  were  about  a  mile  distant 
firora  the  enemy,  he  unfortunately 
ran  us  aground  on  the  shoal  of  the 
Petite  Passe,  and,  notwithstanding  all 
our  efforts  we  did  not  get  off  till  eight 
next  morning. 

The  23d  at  noon,  the  Iphigenia  and 
Magicienne  arrived,  and  the  enemy 
being  then  anchored  nearer  in  shore,and 
having,  under  protection  of  the  bat- 
teries, received  many  hands  on  board, 
I  ordered  the  other  firigates  to  assist 
roe.  I  had  on  board  all  the  captaiiis 
and  pilots,  and  they  assured  me'  all 
danger  was  past,  and  that  we  could 
get  within  reach  of  the  enemy.  We 
hastened  to  take  our  stations.  The 
Sjrius  aboard  the  Bellone,  the  Nereid e 
between  the  Syrius,  the  Victor,  the 
Iphigenia  on  board  the  Minerva,  the 
Magicienne  between  the  Minerva  and 
the  company's  ship. 

In  the  hottest  part  of  the  fire  the 
Syrius  struck  on  an  unknown  shoal. 
Captain  Lambert  took  his  post  and 
had  scarcely  fired  his  third  broadside 
when  the  Minerva  cut  her  cables  to  es- 
cape his  fire.  The  Magicienne  which 
was  near  the  Iphigenia  ran  aground, 
so  that  she  could  only  bring  six  guns  to 
bear. 

The  unfortunate  Nereide  took  her 
post,  somewhat  nearer,  and  sustained 
in  the  most  courageous  manner,  the 
Bre  which  was  directed  at  her,  as  well 
at  that  which  was  aimed  at  the  Syrius. 
The  Bellone  then  cut  her  cable  to  g^t 
away.  All  the  enemy's  ships  were 
aground,  but  seeing  that  the  Syrius 
could  not  get  off,  they  directed  all 
their  fire  against  the  Nereide,  who, 
though  overwhelmed  in  this  unequal 
•ombat,  did  not  cease  firing  for  ten 
hours.  It  is  distressing  to  me  to  relate 
that  the  captain,  officers,  and  men, 
of  the  Nereide,  were  either  killed  or 
wounded. 

Captain  Lambert  would  have  closed 
with  the  enemy,  had  not  a  shoal  pre- 
vented him,  which  was  between  him 
and  the  frigate.  He  did  all  in  his 
power,  and  continued  a  distant  but 
well-directed  fire.  The  victory  would 
have  been  certain  could  any  one  of  our 
f  hips  have  come  near  the.  Bellone. 

I  must  inform  you  that,  from  the 


moment  we  ran  aground,  every  possiUe 
effort  was  made  to  get  the  ship  off.  An- 
chors were  let  go  to  warp  out,  but 
unfortunately  they  gave  way,  then  1 
carried  out  my  twQ  last,  after  having 
paid  out  all  my  great  warpline  (a  ma- 
nceuvre  not  to  be  affected  but  by  great 
and  extraordinary  efforts)  and  although 
I  ^heaved  at  the  capstan  on  the  one, 
and  applied^  the  force  of  a  cackle  on 
the  other,  we  could  not  stir  an  inch. 
This  arose  from  the  nature  of  the  bot-^ 
torn  on  which  we  had  grounded,  and 
on  the  heavy  squalls  which  blew.  We 
lightened  the  frigate  forward ;  every 
attempt  was  equally  difficult  and  in- 
effectual to  get  afloat  before  day-light. 
All  our  efforts  were  unavailing.  At 
this  time  the  Nere'rde  was  a  wreck ; 
the  Magicienne  was  in  as  unfortunate 
a  position  as  the  Syrius,  and  the  Iphi- 
genia found  it  impossible  to  approach 
the  enemy's  batteries,which  were  rang- 
ed all  along  the  coast.  These  frigates 
could  no  longer,  from  their  position, 
be  of  any  use,  as  was  determined  on 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth. 

I  then  assembled  the  officers  of 
rank,  marine  officers,  carpenters,  and 
others,  who,  after  having  made- an 
exact  and  scrupulous  examination,  de- 
cided that  it  was  impossible  to  get  the 
frigate  off;  tliey^madea  report  from 
the  Magicienne,  captain  Curtis,  adding 
that  they  had  lost  many  men  by  the 
enemy's  tire.  I  waited  till  night,  and 
ordered  them  to  leave  the  sliip  and 
to  set  fire  to  her,and  as  the  enemy  *^hip9 
could  not  ^et  off,  I  thought  J  t  prudent 
to  take  post  on  the  hie  de  la  Passe, 
and  in  consequence  I  have  ordered 
the  Iphigenia  to  come  there  to  add 
to  the  defence  of  that  island.  Having 
no  hope  of  speedy  relief,  I  judged  it 
right  to  abandon  my  ship,  which  was 
within  reach  of  the  enemy's  batteriea 
and  ships,  and  which,  from  her  situa- 
tion, could  return  the  fire  with  only 
two  guns.  When  I  had  landed  my 
crew  on  the  Isle  de  la  Passe,  or  put 
thetp  on  board  the  Iphigenia,  lieu- 
.tenant  Watling  and  1  set  fire  to  m  y 
ship.  I  dare  hope,  sir,  that  though 
my  enterprize  has  been  -unsuccessful^ 
no  blame  can  attach  to  any  of  us,  as 
never  captains,  officers;  or  men,  er 
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ed  into  en  engagement  with  more  cer- 
tainty of  conquering,  and  I  dare  affirm 
that  if  I  could  hare  Jaid  the  Sjrius 
alongside  the  Bellorie,  all  the  ejnemy's 
ships  most  have  struck  to  us  b  Jess 
than  half  an  hour. 

The  Jphigenia  frigate^  and  the  crews 
of  the  Syrius  and  Magicienne,  will 
serve  as  a  defence  for  the  Isle  de  la 
Passe. 

(Signed)  S.  Pym. 

After  the  capture  of  the  isle  of  Bour- 
bon>     Mr.  Farquahar,  the  governor^ 
published  the  subjoined  official  paper. 
PROCLAMATION. 

TO   THE    INHABITANTS   OP  TUB   ISLB 
OF   PBAKCE. 

Inhabitants, —  The  English  are 
about  to  appear  in  the  name  of  their 
king,  before  your  port,  not  as  enemic5« 
but  as  your  sincere  friends  i  your  com- 
merce^  the  precious  production  of 
your  isle,  the  fruits  of  your  industry, 
have  for  several  years  been  annihilated 
or  shut  up  in  your  magazines  ;  all  the 
nations  tliat  are  under  French  domi- 
nation, cannot  consume  a  pound  of 
their  colonial  productions  without  the 
permission  of  England. 

Engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  an  unjust 
and  unbounded  ambition,  the  French 
government  has  endeavoured  to  crush, 
and  to  hold  in  the  most  vile  slavery,  all 
the  nations  o(  the  continent,  but  it  can 
do  nothing  against  England, who  block- 
ades its  ports  and  prevents  its  sending 
ships  to  sea. 

The  insatiable  desire  which  increases 
every  day  in  France,  to  absorb  king- 
doms^ has  obliged  the  English  to  as- 
sume and  to  maintain  the  sovereignty 
at  sea,  and  to  occupy  all  the  French 
colonies,  not  to  make  a  monopoly  of 
their  prodiKtions,  but  to  open  a  fa- 
vourable market  at  the  colony,  and  to 
all  its  good  friends  and  allies  $  we  are 
Informed  that  plotters  have  tried  to 
lessen  our  character  in  youf  eyes. 

They  have  also  falsely  related  that 
the  priceof  coffee,  of"  Martinique,  had 
greatly  fallen,  but  on  the  contrary^ 
since  we  i^ave  taken  possession  of  this 
island  it  has  risen.  How  can  it  be 
otherwise  ?  Our  ships  will  come  from 
all  quarters  into  your  rofdi  to  barter 


merchandize  from  Europe  aftd  tndta 
for  those  of  your  island  j  the  only 
views  of  Britain  are  justice,  commerce^ 
and  plenty.  Our  govemooent  is  ge- 
nerous, it  rewards  the  cultivator  uid 
the  workiYuib,  fa  well  as  the  sailor  and 
the  soldier,  to  the  ^highest  value  c€ 
their  services,  without  Uie  least  deduc- 
tion. The  French  pay  in  paper  and 
bills  of  Exchange^  and  we  pay  in 
Spanish  coin. 

Inhabitants,  we  are  ready  to  land 
on  your  coasts  with  a  formidaUe  force 
by  sea  and  land ;  to  what  purpose 
would  you  make  a  sacrifice  by  oppo- 
sing the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
who  only  desires  to  take  you  under  lus 
mcious  and  royal  protection !  What 
nas  your  government  done  for  you  } 
It  has  ruined  your  commerce,  and  for- 
ced your  fathers  and  children  to  take 
service,  without  affi>rding  them  the 
least  subsistence;  we  have  orders  to 
cultivate  the  fi-iendship  of  the  colony, 
and  to  assure  you,  tliat  his  Britannic 
majesty  is  disposed  to  give  you  every 
protection  that  *be  ogives  to  his  own 
subjects,  your  own  property  <^  ail 
kinds  will  be  respected,  you  will  have 
the  full  exercise  of  your  reUgion,  your 
religious  estabiisliments  shall  be  main- 
tained with  all  their  privileges,  your 
charitable  institutions  shall  be  respect- 
ed, your  laws  and  customs  continued 
and  honoured. 

Not  only  your  inland  commerce 
shsdl  be  perfectly  free,  but  you  will  be 
also  allowed  to  trade  to  all  our  ports  witb 
tne  same  advantages,  and  under  the 
same  rules  as  his  Britannic  majesty's 
subjects  i  the  inhabitants  shall  be  most 
favourably  treated,  and  will  be  permit- 
ted to  make  use  of  all  commerdal  ad- 
vantages, that  tlie  situation  of  the 
island  can  offer. 

Having  given  you  this  communica- 
tion, it  is  our  duty  to  make  known  to 
you  on  the  other  hand,  that  if,  against 
the  expectation  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jeshr,  you  abandon  your  property,  m 
mase  resistance  to  our  troops,  you  wiU 
lose  all  the  rights  and  indtilgeDcei 
which  are  now  offered,  and  we  hive 
the  most  positive  orders  to  subjugate 
all  quarters  and  paru  of  the  island,  by 
Ibrceof  arms*    Should 700 thus  reject 
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the  fovoarable  intentions  of  his  Britan- 
mc  majesty  towards  yon,  yoa  will  be- 
come responsible  for  the  effusion  of 
bloody  the  loss  of  your  property,  the 
depredation  and  revolt  of  your  slaves, 
and,  in  short,  for  all  the  calamities  of 
war  which  may  befal  you.  Inhabi- 
tants, remain  on  your  estates,  main- 
tain the  order  of  your  household,  hold 
your  slaves  in  respect,  and  let  peace 
reign  ev«ry  where  amongst  you. 

I  desire  with  much  earnestness  that 
the  inhabitants  should  listen  to  my  sa- 
lutary and  paternal  advice,  as  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  be  nominated  to  the 
government,  and  general  administra- 
tion of  the.isles  of  France^  Bourbon, 
and  its  dependencies. 

I  engage  to  re-establish  you  in  your 
different  quarters,  and  to  make  choice 
of  those  inhabitants  who  merit  your 
confidence  $  that  in  the  en<i  you  tnay 
appreciate  the  justice  of  my  obser- 
vations. 

Be  assured  that  these  are  my  real 
aentiments ;  the  Bourbonese  already 
•DJoy  the  happiness  which  awaits  you, 
and  I  entreat  you  by  this  proclamation 
to  imitate  them. 

St.  Denis,  isle  of  Bourbon,  the  28th 
July,  1810. 

Jl.  T.  Fakouabar,  Governor. 

By  Order,  A.  Barry, 

Chi^f  Sec.  to  Gov. 

Oct,  3d. —  According  to  late  ad- 
vices from  Surat,  a  revolution  is  stated 
Co  have  taken  place  in  the  principality 
of  Cntch,  which  lies  between  Guze- 
tat  and  the  Indus.  The  Rajah  of  that 
country,  having  fallen  into  a  malady 
which  bereft  him  of  his  faculti(*s,  was 
dethroned  and  imprisoned,  by  the  chief 
commander  of  his  own  forces,  a  man 
named  Futteh  Mahmood,  who  put  to 
dttath  the  Rajah*s  brother,  and  assumed 
the  sovereignty.  The  usurper  was 
supported  by  the  neighbouring  Rajah 
t>£  Scind.  His  authority,  however,  was 
still  resisted  by  the  tributary  chieftain 
of  Mandivi,  between  whose  troops  and 
the  Cbtch  forces  firequent  skirmishes 
occurred. 

Oct.  4th.— Recent  accounts  firom 
Java,   rqi^eiyed  by  way  of  the  wsst 


coast  of  Sumatra,  state,  on  ^nnqnes- 
tiooable  authority,  that  the  public  course 
of  proceedings  of  marshal  Daendels, 
had  created  such  general  abhorrence  of 
his  person  and  conduct,  that  he  was  in 
perpetual  apprehension  of  being  poi- 
soned, or  otherwise  put  to  death.  He 
had  exasperated,  to  the  highest  degree, 
both  the  European  and  Native  inhabi- 
tants:— His  many  forced  loans,  and 
other  arbitrary  acts,  had  excited  the 
indignation  of  all  ranks  and  classes  of 
men  -,  except  the  few  French  officers 
of  his  suite ;  who  are  held  in  universal 
detestation,  by  the  people  of  Java. 

Oct.  7. — The  army  in  this  quar- 
ter, expect  to  have  some  active  and 
harassing  service,  during  the  ensuing 
months,  in  the  reduction  of  several 
forts,  in  the  Vizier's  dominions,  pos- 
sessed by  certain  refractory  Zemindars, 
many  oi  whom  have  proved  so  ex- 
tremely troublesome,  that  it  ha^  be- 
come expedient,  if  not  absolutely*  ne- 
cessary, to  put  an  end  to  this  system  of 
petty  chieftainship ;  and  it  has  been  re- 
solved by  his  hiffbness,  with  the  full 
approbation  of  the  British  resident,  to 
reduce  to  immediate  and  unconditional 
obedience,  those  turbulent  and  disaf- 
fected personages  ,  it  is  added  that, 
conformably  to  this  resolution,  upwards 
of  twenty  petty  forts  are  to  be  redu- 
ced forthwith.  Lieutenant-colonel  Pal- 
mer is  to  command  the  detachment  on 
this  service. 

The  greater  number  of  these  forts 
have  aheady  been  rejxjaiedly  taken  by 
the  company's  troops  -,  the  vizier  again 
restored  them  on  certain  conditions,  to 
their  former  possessors  ;  but  as  the 
mischievous  effects  of  that  practice 
are  now  acknowledged,  the  forts  are 
not  merely  to  be  reduce  \,  but  are  lo 
be  destroyed  and  razed  to  the  ground, 
a  measure  well  calculated  to  avert  fu- 
ture mischief,  and  to  promote  the  tran- 
quillity and  welfare  of  his  highnesses 
dominions. 

The  Aumil  made  application,  some 
days  ago,  for  two  companies  and  a  gun, 
to  be  employed  on  secret  service,  most 
probably  to  coerce  a  refractory  land- 
holder, but  tbe^  precise  object  is  not 
yet  known. 
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Two  iron  eighteen-pounders  and  two 
eight- inch  howiizers  from  the  nnaga- 
ziii«  at  Cawnpore,  aiKi  intended  to  ac- 
company the  detachment  to  be  employ- 
ed in  the  reduction  of  the  forts,  arrived 
at  a  Giiaut  in  the  vicinity  of  Per  tan  b- 
ghur,  about  fifteen  or  sixt(»en  days  ago, 
and  two  companies  from  the  2d  batta- 
lion I  Ith  regiment  went  to  bring  them 
into  camp  ;  b'  t  from  the  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  liackeries,  to  carry  the 
ammuninon  and  stores,  ihey  have  been 
detained  at  tlie  Ghaut  ever  vince  their 
arrival.  They  are  expected,  however, 
at  Pertaubghur  about  the  12th  instant, 
when  the  detachment,  under  command 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Palmer,  formed 
of  the  2d  battalion  of.4he  1 1  tlv,  and 
two  troops  from  the  3d  cavalry,  will 
march  from  Pertaubghur,  and  enter 
upon  the  active  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign, Without  loss  of  time.  There 
are  but  a  few  of  the  forts  that  are  ex- 
pected to  prove  troublesome,  in  their 
reduction  :  the  greater  number  will 
probably  be  evacuated,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  detachment. 

Previously  to  general  St.  Iter's 
departure  from  the  field,  he  made  a 
visit  to  Lucknow,  to  take  leave  of  his 
highness  the  Nawaub,  by  whom  he 
was  most  courteously  received.  The 
general  is  now  continuing  his  route  to 
the  presidency. 

Fort  William,  October  12. — 
Colonel  Barry  Close  having  solicited 
and  obtained  the  permission  of  govern- 
ment to  resign  his  situation  of  resident 
at  the  court  of  his  highness  the  Peish- 
wah,  and  to  embark  for  England,  and 
colonel  Close's  resignation  of  that 
office  having  now  been  received,  the 
right  honourable  the  governor- general 
in  council  discharges  a  satisfactory  obli- 
gation of  his  public  duly,  by  combin- 
ing with  the  expression  of  his  regret  at 
the  departure  of  colonel  Close,  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  high  st-nse 
which  his  h  rdshipin  council  entertaii»s 
of  the  exemplary  merits  and  eminent 
services  of  that  most  able  and  distin- 
guished officer. 

Uniting  the  highest  qualities  of  the 
militarv  profession,  with  the  talents, 
disposition,  and  acquirements  essential 
to  the  exercise  of  political  and  diplo- 


matic functigns,  colonel  Close  has  be^ 
selected  by  the  discernment  of  succes- 
sive g^overnments,  to  fill  the  most  im- 
portant situations  in  both  the  military 
and  political  branches  of  the  public 
service.  "* 

To  enumerate  the  specific  occasions 
on  which  the  eminent  zeal  and  abilities 
of  colonel  Close  have  been  particuiarFy 
conspicuous,  ^ould  require  a  reference 
to  many  of  the  important  events  and 
transactions  in  India,  which  have  taken 
place  during  a  period  of  more  than 
eighteen  years.  But  those  occasions 
are  generally  known,  and  his  lordship 
in  council,  therefore, deemsjt  sufficient 
to  acknowledge, with  cordial  sentiments 
of  approbation  and  applause,  that  by 
the  general  tenor  of  his  military  and 
political  career,  as  well  as  by  tlie  exer- 
cise of  distinguished  fortitude,  judg- 
ment, and  address,  on  various  occasions 
of  public  emergency, and  under  circctm* 
stances  of  more  than  ordinary  difficul- 
ty, delicacy,  and  importance,-  colonel 
Close  has  most  essentially  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  British  arms  and 
councils.  In  this  quarter  of  the  globe, 
and  has  established  a  peculiar  claim  to 
the  respect,  esteem,  and  gratitude  oj 
his  country. 

By  order  o!  the  right-honoarable  the 
governor- general  in  council, 

N.  B.  Edmonstone, 
Chief  Sec.  to  Govt. 

October 26— Barrackpore  and  iti 
vicinity  Were  visited,  on  Saturday  last, 
by  an  innumerable  flight  of  locusts, 
whose  course  was  marked  by  the  en- 
tire destruction  of  every  kind  of  ver- 
dure. Tliis  unusual  phenomenon  took 
place  a  little  after  noon,  and  continued 
for  the  space  of  an  hour  and  a  hk\i\ 
during  whidi  period  the  air  was  lite- 
rally darkened,  by  the  prodigious  num- 
ber of  iliose  destructive  visitors. 

f  AMteri  from  Beerbhoom  mention  a 
similar  phenomenon,  and  that  the 
country  had  been  infested,  for  several 
days,  with  prodigious  swarms  of  locusts, 
whose  ravages  had,  however,  been 
confined  to  the  destruction  of  the 
foliage  and  bark  of  trees.  The  paddy 
has  not,  in  any  i^tstance,  suffered  from 
the  at  tacks  of  these  insects. 

OcTOBM  27.— ^The    account    fc- 
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ceived  some  time  ago  from  Malacca,  of 
the  proceedings  adopted  by  general 
Daendels  against  the  officers  concerned 
in  the  surrender  of  Aroboyna,  has 
been  confirmed  by  the  relations  of  the 
Baggese  traders,  and  by  advices  receiv- 
ed at  Amboyna  through  such  a  variety 
of  channels^  that  hardly  any  doubt  can 
be  entertained  of  the  authenticity  of 
the  story.  CoL  Fitz,  the  commandant 
ofthe  Dutch  forces  on  the  island,  had 
been  publicly  executed.  Even  the 
civil  governor  had  been  dismissed  with 
di<(grace,  on  the  charge  of  having  as- 
sisted to  draw  out  articles  of  capitula- 
tion^ on  the  day  preceding  that  on 
which  the  English  landed.  And  the 
few  Dutch  officers,  who  had  chosen  to 
remain  at  Aiuboyna  under  the  English 
go\ernment,  rather  than  to  proceed  to 
Javn  as  prisoners  of  war,  had  been 
der.ounced  for  traitors,  their  effigies 
huni^  in  public,  and  a  reward  offered 
for  their  heads. 

The  affairs  of  the  Dutch  in  that 
qwaiter  are  very  precariously  situated. 
TUti  ij,land  continued  still  the  theatre 
ot'an  inveieitite  warfare  j  general  Daen- 
dels  himself  had  found  it  necessary  to 
head  the  troops  ;  and,  in  some  recent 
actions  with  the  Bantamese,  had  been 
Worsted. 

Thecharact?r  of  Daendels  is  very 
higlilj  respected  iimong  his  countrymen, 
notwithstanding  ihe  traits  of  severity 
by  which  ii  is  distinguished.  He  is 
accounted  a  man  of  the  strictest 
honour,  perfectly  brave,  of  great  talent 
and  activity,  and,  (contrary  to  what 
has  commonly  been  supposed,)  by  no 
means  a  partizan  of  the  Freach  infe- 
resls,  but  a  sincere  lover  of  his  native 
country,  and  open  in  his  condemnation 
ofthe  Hystem  of  measures  by  which  she 
has  lately  been  degraded. 

BENGAL 

Occurrences  for  November,, 

November  2. — Accounts  have  been 
received  from  the  eastward,  of  tlie 
loss  of  tl^e  ship  Harrier,  captain  Hunt^ 
of  Madras,  on  a  reef  of  rocks  near 
Sooloo.  Ou  the  vessel  getting  on 
sliore,  the  crew  were  aiiacked  by  the 
datives,  and  every  soul  pa  bogrd  put  to 

Vol.  12.  £ 


death.  The  wreck  was  afterwards 
plundered  of  every  thing  valuable. 

The  Harrier  atid  cargo  were  insured 
to  the  amount  of  three  lacs,  of  which 
sum,  75,000  rupees  fall  opod  one  of 
the  Calcutta  insurance  offices. 

November  3.— The  strong  fortress 
of  Nurwar,  till  lately  deemed  by  the 
country  powers  impregnable,  surren- 
dered to  Sctndia*s  forces  on  the  I5th 
of  September.  The  acquisition  of  this 
important  post  is  known  to  have  been 
obtained  by  stratagem,  the  garrison 
having  been  mostly  gained  over  to  the 
interest  of  Scindia. 

By  the  possession  of  Nurwar,  Scin- 
dia has  acquired  an  immense  supply  of 
military  stores,  of  every  description. 
His  pecuniary  resources,  however,  had 
become  so  circumscribed,  that  several 
battalions  of  his.best  troops  have  muti- 
nied for  wantof^pay,  and  in  attempting 
to  suppress  the  disaffected  nun^rs  or 
both  parties  fell  in  the  conflict,  and  the 
mutineers  in  the  end  effected  their  re- 
treat without  molestation. 

Scindia,  ao^rding  to  report,  was 
about  to  restore  to  liberty  the  celebrat- 
ed Kurreem  Khan,  of  the  Pindarree 
tribe,  on  condition  of  his  paying  a'  ran- 
som of  eight  jacs  of  rupees. 

The  impoverished  state  of  Scindia*s 
finances  renders  the  report  not  impro- 
bable. 

NovBMBBH  4.— The  most  impor- 
tant political  event,  which  has  lately 
occurred  in  Hindoostan,  is  the  death  or' 
the  Princess  of  Oudipore  by  poison  j  a 
catastrophe  which,  however  revolting 
to  human  nature,  but  too  closely  cor- 
responds with  the  ordinary  course  of 
Asiatic  history.  This  lady,  it  seems, 
had  for  some  years  before  been  the 
great  source  of  contention  and  discord 
among  the  Rajt)oot  States.  The  family 
ofthe  Uana  of  Oudipore  being  account- 
ed more  ancient  and  honourable  than 
that  of  any  other  Hindoo  pi'ince,  lui 
alliance  was  naturally  sought  by  the 
neighbouring  potentates  of  Jaypore  and 
Joudpore,  who  t)oth  aspired  to  the 
hand  of  the  princess.  The  rivalship  of 
these  two  Hajahs  produced  a  war,  in 
which  Scindia,  Holknr,  Ameer  Iv  :...., 
ai;d  all  the  native  chieftains  in  th?.^ 
quarter,  have  at    one  time  or  o<.k^ 
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taken  a  part.  The  contest,  however, 
has  at  length  been  terminated  in  the 
manner  above  related.  The  poison 
was  administered  to  the  princess  by 
her  own  aant,  and  with  the  knowledge 
of  her  father.  Report  adds,  that  the 
whole  scheme  was  secretly  contrived 
by  Ameer  Khan  5  who,  finding  that  the 
Rana  of  Oudipore,  (npw  entirely  in 
his  power,)  was  too  far  engaged  to  the 
Jaypore  Rajah  to  retract,  and  resolved 
that  his  own  ally,  the  Rajah  of  Joud- 
pore  should  not  be  disgraced  by  the  tri- 
umph of  his  rival,  suggested  this  expe- 
dient, as  the  only  mode  of  at  once  set- 
tling all  their  pretensions,  and  termi- 
nating the  ten  years*  war,  which  this 
second  Helen  had  excited. 

Nov.  6. — Recent  accounts  from  the 
camp  of  Holkar  represent  that  once 
formidable  chieftain  as  labouring  under 
the  horrors  of  settled  mental  derange- 
ment. The  management  of  all  public 
business  had  devolved,  or  more  proper- 
ly speaking,  had  been  assumed  by  Mecr 
Khan. 

Nov.  8tb. — ^The  ravages  lately  com- 
mitted by  locusts  in  many  parts  of  Hin- 
doostan,  have  been  considerably  more 
extensive  than  this  country  has  ex- 
perienced for  many  preceding  years. 
From  a  comparison  of  the  several 
periods  of  visitation,  as  reported  from 
di£ferent  quarters,  there  seems  reason 
to  infer,  that  the  whole  has  been  the 
work  of  a  single  swarm,  which  entered 
the  Peninsula  from  the  west,  about 
the  beginning  of  September,  and  after 
passing  the  skirts  of  the  Maliratta  coun- 
try, and  visiting  the  Dooab  and  RohiU 
cund,  bent  its  course  towards  the  south 
east,  and  first  appeared  in  Bengal 
about  a  fortnight  ago. 

Letters  of  the  20th  of  September, 
*  received  within  these  few  days  from 
Guzerat^  inform,  that  a  prodigious 
flight  of  these  insects  had  recently 
passed  over  that  province,  and  that  a 
^mine  was  in  consequence  apprehend- 
ed. On  the  25th  of  the  same  month, 
a  similar  occurrence  is  reported  from 
Futtyghur,  and'  subsequently  from 
Barelly.  On  the  18th  of  October 
the  locusts  appeared  at  Soorool,  from 
whence  they  reached  Barrackpore  on 
the  20tb,  and  then  passed  on  to  the 
eastward  la  the  direotion  of  Jessore. 


The  following     communication    was 

transmittedfrom  Comillah, 

November  3. — '*  We  were,  last 
Wednesday  (the  31st  ultimo,)  visited 
by  a  party  of  most  alarming  intruders, 
a  vast  swarm  of  large  Locusts,  which 
descended  here,  in  a  black  cloud,  that 
almost  darkened  the  rays  of  the  sun, 
and,  after  demolishing  some  rice  fields, 
and  doing  much  mischief  among  the 
trees  (particularly  the  mangoe,)  fortu- 
nately left  us  on  the  following  day. 
They  proceeded  from  hence  towards 
the  hills,  which  extend  along  the  fron- 
tier of  this  district. — It  would  be 
difficult  to  give  any  idea  of  their 
number.  I'hey  appeared  a  solid  and 
vast  column,,  several  miles  in  extent  j 
and  our  clear  atrnosphere  became 
gloomy  at  their  approach.  The  natives 
were  greatly  alarmed  on  the  occasion  ; 
and  the  more  so,  as  those  insects  had 
not  been  seen  before  in  this  part  of  the 
country  within  the  memory  of  man. 
—They  came  from  the  north-west  j 
and  are  probably  the  same  swarm 
which  appeared  near  the  presidency 
some  time  ago." 

MuTTBA,  Nov.  10 — "  We  arc  just 
returned  from  a  grand  ceremonial.  The 
troops  of  the  station,  consisting  of  the 
horse  artillery  under  Capt.  Penning- 
ton 5  the  foot  do.  under  heut.  Mac- 
do\rell ;  the  1st  cavalry,  and  the  l6tb 
regiment,  N.  L  proceeded  from  their 
respective  lines  at  gunfire,  and  found 
themselves  in  front  of  the  horse  artil- 
lery barracks  by  sun  rise;  when  lieut. 
colonel  Thomas  assuriied  the  command 
of  the  whoitr,  and  a  sort  of  line  was 
formed  in  the  following  order,  reckon- 
ing from  the  right  : 

**  llor^e  artillery,  1st  battalion  l6th 
regiment,  2  si^  pounders  j  2d  battali- 
on l6th  regiment,  2  six  pounders  ^  6th 
regiment  of  cavalry  and  gallopers — 
ranks  were  now  opened  and  arms 
ort!ered,  in  which  situation  we  re- 
mained till  about  ten  o^clock  ;  when  a 
band  of  tom-toms  and  cymbals,  an- 
nounced the  approach  of  her  highness 
Bala  Bhace,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Mabajee  Sindia.  — This  illustrious  per- 
son, on  drawing  near  the  left  of  the 
line,  was  honoured  by  (.what  is  here 
termed)  a  double  royal  salute,  or  42 
gansj  and  as  she  passed  along^  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BENGAL  OCCURRENCES  POft  NOTBMiER,  1810.        Si 


feiieffed  \nih  pveUvted  arms,  officers 
tttoing  iddtfidtudfy>  and  king's  &td 
Tegimental  cdlodro^  4rot>piiig.  From 
the  above  coMplttnem^  it  is  conjee- 
tared,  that  Bala  Bhace  may  be  (tftrangi 
as  it  app^ara^)  adesdnidetitof  the  Im-^ 
perial  Gcmnor,  or  possessed  of  a  fiekK 
inarshars  commirisioti.  * 

"  TheBfaace,  whilst  passingicb#il  tli6 
iifie,  appeared  to  enpress^  her  Sfiflis^ 
toieti  by  wearing  a  yeHow  ^tiHwX 
ffom  t?he  eod  of  a  siirer  iotitnb.  Oti 
reaching  bertem,  site  was  onice^tnbM 
addres^  from  the  mooths  of  cannon.^ 
Nov.  13.— Tb*  WiDWihg  priper  ft 
a  correct  and  nf^mf^fMmatatlorf'Of'ik 
ompbecy,  premMibeed'  lately  ^  bf  A 
Bnibma»iit  ISeilaree;    ' 

*'  The  most  eiepreai  biteHigenc^  of  s^ 
faiTisible  speaker  from  the  abdd^  of 
Qnderstandivi^,     ia  •  ihu«i     pbbiiibe^. 
That  the  folbwin$  predtcCton  in^cHb- 
ed  by  the  secretary  of  Heaven  on    a 
golden  tablet »  di^scended  into  the  ciis« 
todyr  of  a  Blri^inan,  a  Brabmachi^i(i) 
irersed   in  the  mysteries  of  the  god* 
head,  an  intiabirant  of  Benares,  in  the 
year  I867,  Sambat,  (2)  for  the  infor- 
mation and  preservaiibn  of  mankind. 
That  on  the  20th  of  the  month  MSgbik 
(3)  in  the  year  I86B  Sambat;  when 
the  moon  is  In  Rewati  (4)   when  the 
Yoga  will  be  Ayusbm^n  (6)  and  M?n 
Lagan,  (6)  when  six  Gb^ris  of  the  day 
have  elapsed,    in    the  Galynga,    the 
qtlalities  of  the  Satyayuga  will  obtain, 
(7)  and  this  happy  state  will  continue 
for  12>000  years.     The  natural  life  of 
man  will  be  150  years,  and  all  man- 
kind will  remain  in  perfect  health  and 
happioesa.       The  influence  of  three 
Nacshatnis  will  extend  over  the  twelve 


months.  (8)  In  that  same  year  an 
Avifar  celd>rated  in  the  Vedas  will 
be  produced  in  the  house  of  on6 
of  the  Chan  dravansi.(9)  To  this  the 
Vedas  and  "Paranas  bear  testimonj, 
Ifi  that  aame  year,  one  day  there  will 
be  an  earthquake  which  will  last  one 
Pahi*,  or  eight  Gh^ris,  (10)  during 
which  the  heavens  will  be  agitated. 
Whoever  shall  fix  his  mind  on  the  su- 
preme being  will  then  remain  in  safety  ; 
but  whoever  disbelieves  this  revelarioa 
x^  then  perish  in  the  general  convuU 
rton.  Whoever  shall  publish  to  all 
fnalnkind'  fbii  glorious  news,  great 
WUfr  be  Ws  reward." 

■  Nov.  1^.— Between  the  hoortf  of 
two  an  I  four  o'clock,  the  settlement 
was  visited  by  an  innumerable  flight  of 
locusts;  in  all  probability,  the  same 
whose  ravages  in  diflerent  parts  of  Ben- 
gal have  already  been  so  circumstan- 
tially related.  When  first  observed, 
their  course  appeared  to  be  directed 
from  the  west,  towards  the  north-east, ' 
in  which  direction  they  passed  over 
the  settlement,  aflbrding  the  kites, 
crows,  and  adjutants,  a  most  plentiful 
regale;  such,  however,  was  the  im- 
mensity of  their  numbers,  that  the  at- 
tacks of  t!ie  feathered  tribe  caused 
no  apparent  diminution,  the  atmos« 
phere  being  literally  darkened.  Several 
of  these  insects  considerably  exceeded 
in  length  three  inches. 

Nov.  17. — Early  this  morning,  Mr. 
WoJfi^,  supracargo  of  the  Betsey, 
arrived  in  Calcutta,  charged  with  dis- 
patches for  the  right  honourable  the 
governor-general,  from  Bourbon. 

The  Betsey  sailed  from  St.  Paul's  on 
the  22d  of  September,  and  arrived  in 
tlie  roads  four  or  five  days  ago  ; 


Mr. 

1  One  of  the  four  athramas  or  modes  oflifc  adopted  by  Hindooi ;  he  devotes  his  life  to 
religious  ei^itises.  austerity ,  and  celibacy. 

a  The  sera  of  Viarairtaditcya.  The  year  described  is  the  present  one,  tnd  vhII  expire  ia 
Mairh  ficxr,  when  the. sun  enters  Aries. 

3  Corresponding  to  December  181 1,  and  January  1812. 

e8ih  and  last  of  the  Nacshatms  of  Lunar  mansions  of  the  Hindus. 


.   4  The  2« 

isPiscium.  See  As.  Res.  IX.  p.  346. 


Its  principal  star 


^  5  The  third  yoga.  The  yoga  is  nothing  else  than  a  mode  of  inducting  the  $utii  of  the  lon- 
gitudes of  the  sun  and  moen.  For  a  full  account  of  it  and  the  mode  whereby  it  U  calculated 
tee  Aa.  Rca.  Vol.  IX.  p.  36^. 

6  That  is  when  the  moon  is  rising  in  Pisce^. 

7  The  Satya  yoga  is  the  golden  age  of  the  Hindus. 

0  The  tneaning  of  this  passage  is  obscure.    Probably  three  "of  the  lunar   mansions  have    * 
aiBorc  bentga  ioflucDce  than  any  of  the  others,  and  that  in8\tence  ii  to  be  uotntermpted^ 

9  Lunar  race« 

10  Tkrde  hours  twelve  sunotei. 

^^  r-       I 
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WoliSrieft  her  off  the  eastern  sea  reef, 
mid  going  on  board  a  pilot  scboooer, 
came  to  town  by  that  conveyance. 

Though  one  part  of  the  intelligence 
now  received  from  Bouit>on  b  unwel- 
come, it  19  amply  counterbalanced  by 
subsequent  events,  and  the  general 
slate  of  affairs  at  the  island,  upon  the 
departure  of  the  Betsey. 

The  gallant  captains  Pym  and  Lam- 
bert, the'u-  officers  and  men,  were  oom- 
pelted  to  surrender  the  Iphigenia  firi<* 
gate,  and  Isle  de  la  Passe,  to  the  ou|- 
nombering  force  by  which,  on  aU 
ftidet,  they  were  surrounded.  The 
enemy,  however,  found  no  ulterior 
cause  of  exultation  from  this  event : 
their  success  did  not  extend  beyond 
the  mere  surrender  of  the  frigate  and 
the  rock :  it  did  not  lead  tdany  of  those 
unfavourable  results  that  had  .been  ap- 
prehended :  on  the  contrary,  it  led  to 
new  opportunities  for  British  triumpbf^ 
of  which  commodore  Rowley,  and  the 
remnant  of  his  little  squadron,  most 
gloriously  and  successfully  availed 
themselves. 

The  enemy,  emboldened  by  tb^ir 
success  at  Isle  de  la  Passe,  detached 
two  of  their  frigates,  the  Iphigenia  and 
UAstrea,  to  blockade  the  island  of 
Bourbon.  As  the  Mauritius  was  dis- 
tressed for  provisions,  a  principal  ob- 
ject, with  the  French  frigates  seiU  to 
blockade  Bourbon,  was  to  intercept 
the  expected  English  transports,  bound 
to  that  island  from  India  and  Mada« 
gQscar.  Some  transports  fell  into  their 
hands,  and  were  sent  over  te  the  Mau- 
ritius. Commodore  Rowley,  with  the 
Boadicea,  lay  at  anchor  at  this  time  in 
Sh  Paul's. 

On  the  12tb  September,  while  the 
enemy  were  blockading  Bourbon,  his 
majesty's  frigate  TAfricaine,  captain 
Corbett,  arrived  from  England,  and 
anchored  at  St.  Denis.  On  commo- 
dore Rowley  .being  informed  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Africaine,  he  made  the  ne- 
cessary dispositions  for  the  attack  of 
the  two  blockading  frigates  by  the  Bo- 
adicea and  TAfricaine.  For  that  pur- 
pose, both  ships  weighed  anchor  nearly 
at  the  same  time,  end  stood  out  to  sea. 
On  perceiving  the  design  of  the  Bri- 
tish frigates,  the  Iphigenia  and  Astrea 
Buule  sail  from  the  island,  io  the  hope 


of  avoidtog  an  iictioii«  The  EngKsli 
firigatet  foUowed,  ttxi  the  chace  cooti- 
noed  (oi^  some  hoort  ^  T Africaine  was  by 
hr  the  swiftest  sailer  of  the  whole }  ifaie 
Mme  up  with  the  flying  enemy,  while 
commodore  Rowley,  in  the  Boadiccti, 
was  several  mile»  astern.  The  gallant 
and  impetuous  spirit  of  captaio  Cor- 
bett did  not  allow  him  to  wait  (or  the 
Qoming  up  of  the  Boadicea ;  for  he 
sa^r  that  if  he  did  so,  the  eneiuy  woold, 
in  the  mean  time,  escape.  Heie- 
lolved,  therefore,  to  attack  both  $  with 
his  single  frigate  be  ran  up,  at  threQ 
q'dpck  in  the  morning,  between  the 
Iwofrigates,  and  opecled  a  heavy  fire 
upon  c«eh.  The  action  continued  with 
great  furr  for  some  time :  the  Englisk 
Ire  BMoe  dreadfiil  camagp  with  the 
enemy's  frigates;  but  at  length  the 
masts  of  the  Africaine  went  by  the 
board  -,  captam  Corbett  was  killed,  and 
every  man  on  deck,  except  three,  being 
either  killed  or  wounded,  and  the  ship 
being  at  the  same  time  reduced  to  tb« 
state  of  an  unnuinageable  wreck,  struck 
her  colours,  aixl  was  taken  in  possessioa 
by  tlie  enemy. 

During  this  unequal  conflict,  com- 
modore Rowley  was  coming  up  with 
all  possible  expeditioct ;  the  two  French 
frigates  had  suftered  so  severely  ia 
their  action  with  the  Africaine,  that 
they  had  no  inclination  to  renew  the 
battle  with  the  Boadicea:  on  her 
approach,  they  left  their  prize  lo  be 
retaken  by  commodore  Rowley,  and 
made  off,  with  all  practicable  dispatch, 
to  the  isle  of  France,  to  refit  the  inju- 
ries they  had  sustained  in  their  action 
with  the  Africaine.  They  were  both 
much  crippled,  and  owed  there  escape 
entirely  to  the  heaviness  of  the  sailing 
of  the  Boadicea. 

During  the  few  hours  thai  the  Afri- 
caine remained  in  the  bay  of  St.  Deois 
she  was  reinforced  from  the  garrison, 
by  two  hundred  men,  commainled  by 
major  Barry,  who  volunteered  his  ser- 
vices on  the  occasion.  Major  Barry 
was  taken  with  the  Africaine,  sent  oa 
board  the  Iphigenia,  and  carried  to 
tbe  Isle  of  France. 

Captain  £lliot,  of  the  Madras  esta- 
blishment^ who  volhnteered  his  ser- 
vices on  board  the  Africaine^  was  ki^ 
led  in  the  action. 
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Od  tbe  return  of  the  Afncaine  1o 
Boarbon,  the  namber  of  her  wounded^ 
landed  at  St.  Paors,  amoanted^to  one 
hvndred  and  twenty. 

In  a  day  or  two  after  the  action  with 
die  Africame,  La  Venos  frigate^  and 
tbe  Victor  corvette,  canae  down  from 
the  Isle  of  France,  and  took  their  sta- 
tion off  Boarfoon,  with  tbe  design  of 
continuing  the  blockade  of  the  island  5 
while  on  that  station  they  fell  in  with, 
in  tbe  night  of  the  I7tb  September, 
tbe  English  frigate  Ceylon,  having 
on  board  his  excellency  general  Aber- 
crombie,  bonnd  from  Madras  to  Bour- 
bon. The  enemy  attacked  the  Cey- 
lon j  and  after  an  action  of  three 
boors,  she  struck  ^to  their  superior 
force,  botnot  before  tbe  Venus  was 
dismasted. 

CoronKxlore  Rowley  being  informed 
of  tbe  captare  of  the  Ceylon,  weigh- 
ed with  all  expedition  fiom  St.  PauPs, 
and  taking  with  him  the  Otter  sloop 
of  war,  and  Staunch  gun-brig,  went 
in  porsoit  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
endeavouring  to  make  off  with  their 
prize.  T^  commodore  came  up 
with  them ; — an  action  ensued,  but  it 
was  of  short  duration,  the  Venus 
soon  struck  her  colours  to  the  Boadi« 
oea,  and  commodore  Rowley  returned 
to  St.  Paul's,  bringing  with  him  La 
Venus,  and  the  recaptured  frigate  Cey- 
lon, with  general  Abercromby  on 
board. 

The  island  of  Bourbon  was  in  a 
state  of  perfect  security}  the  Boadi- 
cea,  L'Africaine,  and  Ceylon,  British 
frigates,  were  at  St.  Paul's,  also  tbe 
Otter  sloop  of  war,  the  Staunch  gun- 
brig,  the  Venos  prize  frigate,  and  the 
Whidbam  Indiaroan. 

Some  inconvenience  was  experienc- 
•d  at  Bourbcxi  from  the  want  of  naval 
stores 

The  Boadicea  was  the  only  frigafe 
tt  the  bland,  that  had  her  mas:s 
ttasdhig ;  and  no  masts  were  procu- 
nble.  Those  ^of  tbe  Windham  Indian 
man  were  to  be  taken  out  and  em- 
ployed either  for  the  Africaine  or  Cey- 
lon. 

The  French  at  the  Mauritius,  ha^ 
succeeded  in^  gettingafloat  the  fiigates 
Minerva  aDd*BeHoDa>  which  had  been 


forced  on  shore  in  Grand  Port  by  the 
Syrius  and  Magicienne. 
CALCUTTA  GAZETTE  EXTRA- 
ORDINARY. 
Fort-William,  Nov.  17, 1810.— 
Tbe  following  extract  from  a  dispatch 
from  the  honourable  the  governor  of 
the  Isle  of  Bourbon,  dated  the  22d  of 
September,  reporting  tbe  naval  opera- 
tions in  tbe  vicinity  of  the  French  is- 
lands, subsequent  to  the  loss  of  his  ma- 
jesty's frigates  in  the  harbour  of  Port 
South  East,  together  with  the  docu- 
ments to  which  it  refers,  is  {published 
for  general  information. 

The  sentiments  of  regret  and  coft- 
cem,  with  which  it  is  impossible  to 
contemplate  tbe  fate  of  the    gallant 
commander  of  his  majesty*s  ship  the 
Africaine,  which,  with  the  characteristic 
spirit  of  the  British  navy,  singly  sus- 
tained a  combat  with  two  of  the  ene- 
my's frigates,  and  the  loss  of  the  many 
valuable  oiTicers  and  men,  who  have 
been   slain,  wounded,  and  captured  in 
the  several  severe  and  unequal  actions 
recorded  in  the  following  documents, 
are  greatly  alleviated  by    the  success 
which  has  happily  attended  the  judicious 
activity  and  exertions  of  that  brave  and 
distinguished  officer,  commodore  Row- 
]ey,  in  recovering  his  majesty's  frigates, 
the  Africaine  and  Ceylon,  from  the 
bands  of  the  enemy,  and  in  capturing 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  efficient 
ships  of  ttie  French  squadron.    A  suc- 
cess the  more  important,  as  it  afforded 
a  prospect  of  speedily  regaining  (hat 
maritime  ascendancy,  which  anterior 
reverses  had  suspended,  and  of  enabling 
a  British  squadron  to  resume  the  block- 
ade of  the  Isle  of  France. 
Extract  from  a  Utter  from  the  governor  . 
of  the  isle  of  Bourbon,  to  the  address 
of  the  right  honourable  the  governor* 
general  in  council,  under  date  the  22d 
September,  1810. 

Events  have  crowded  upon  one  ano- 
ther at  this  settlement  since  my  last 
dispatch  to  your  lordship,  under  date 
the  27lh  ultimo,  by  the  Egremont 
schooner,  duplicates  of  which  wer<» 
forwarded  on  the  same  day  by  tlie 
Bridgewater. 

It  appears  that  bis  majesty's  ship 
iphigenta,  and  the  garrison  of  the  Itle 
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of  Pas^  must  have  capitulated  shortly 
after  the  negotiatioo,  which  seems 
to  have  taken  place  on  tl\e  38th  ulti- 
mo. I  do  not  know  the  terms,  nor 
any  particulars  of  thecapitulatioa  ;  the 
first  account  of  the  Iphigt^nia's  fate 
having  been  announced  here  by  that 
frigate's  appearing  off  the  coasi  of 
Bourbon,  under  Freuch  colours.  By 
this  event,  our  naval  force  on  this  sta- 
tion was  reduced  to  one  frigate,  his 
majesty's  ship  Boadicea.  commodore 
Rowley,  and  the  Emma  transport^ 
whicli  was  armed  on  the  emergency. 

The  Boadicea  and  the  Emma  still 
kept  their  station  off  the  h\e  of  France, 
iq  the  hope  that  some  means  might  be 
derived  of  succouring  the  Iphigenia  ; 
but  the  commodore  concluding  at 
length,  from  the  Iphigenias  not  an- 
swering any  private  signals,  and  from 
other  circumstances,  that  she  must  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  sent  the 
Emma  to  cruize  to  windward  of  Ro- 
driguez, and  returned  to  the  bay  of  St. 
Paul's.  In  the  mean  lime  the  Bombay 
Merchant  transport,  which  had  been 
dispatched,  with  troops  and  provisions 
for  the  assistance  of  the  frigate*^  and 
garrisoB  at  the  Isle  of  Passe,  and  the 
provision  ships,  which  sailed  from  Ma- 
dras in  June  last,  anchored  in  safety 
at  Bourbon. 

The  enemy's  ■  frigate  Iphigeni a  and 
Aslree,  and  Entrepenante  corvette, 
came  down  from  the  Isle  of  France 
and  took  a  position  to  windward  of  this 
island,  oh  the  lOtb  instant  $  and  on  the 
same  day,  a  cartel  arrived  from  the  Isle 
of  France,  by  which  conveyance  1  re; 
ceived  a  letter  from  general  de  Caen» 
offering  an  exchange  of  piisoi^rs. 
The  offer  Was^  peremptorily  ref\ised^^ 
and  the  cartel  ordered  to  depart,  wli^n 
I  received  another  intimation  from  t(ie 
captain  of  the  cartel,  (th(;ou^h  the 
officer  whom  I  sent  off  to  that  vessel,) 
that  he  wouKl  deliver  up  the  EnglLshiie 
h  id  on  boird  unconditionally,  ^nd  tt^y 
were  accordingly  landed. 

On  the  12th  instant,  his  majesty's 
ship  Africaine,  captain  Corbett,  arrived 
at  St.  Denis,  diredt  from  England^  and 
on  her  way  to  India.  iThe  intelligence 
was  im'Ti<»d«ately  comrouDicated  to 
commodore  Bowley>  then  af  St.  Pauf^s^ 


who  proceeded  with  the  OU^ r  sloop  wf 
war,  and  Staunch  gun-brig,  to  joia 
captain  Corbett|  (or  the  puiposeof  at- 
tacking the  French  frigatef-  An  ar* 
dent  zeal  ^  the  booo^r  and  ioienBi^tf 
of  his  country,  h^  ^aptaia  Corbetr 
to  comnieo9e  an  action  with  bothiha 
Frenjch  frigate9»  while  the  cpmniodore, 
in  his  majesty's  ship  Boadicea.  wiia 
wafi  some  miles  astern,  bad  the  misfor* 
tune  to,  be  becalm/ed.  This  noeqi^ 
contest  terminated  in  the  death  of  th^ 
gallant  and  distinguished  commander 
of  tlie  Africaine,  in  the  loss  of  170 
killed  and  wounded,  and  the  total  de- 
struction of  every  mast  in  his  majesty's, 
ship  ;  wh^n  resistance  became  fru^tleai, 
the  cblocrs  were  haulpd  dowo^  and  the 
Afripame  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  Freuch.  A  breeze  springing  u|> 
about  an  hour  after  this  action,  the 
coii;tmodore  offered  battle  to  the  tw« 
French  friga^,  which,  from  their  po- 
sition, had  scarcely  Fe<;eived  any  da* 
mage,  but  the  combat  was  by  them 
declined.  .  He  then  proceeded  to  join 
the  Otter  sloop  and  Stannch  gun-brig, 
(out  of  sight  to  leeward,)  and  bearing 
down  agam  upon  the  enemy,  in  the 
afternoooj  retook  his  m^esty's  ship 
Africaine  from  the  French  frigajtes, 
which  made  all  possible  sail^  apd  fled, 
fpm  the  conunodore.  The  Africaine 
was  towed  into  the  bay  of  St.  Paul's, 
I  do  n^self  the  honour  to  transpait  to 
your  lordship,  a  copy  of  commodore 
Bowley's  letter,  relative  to  thisafiair. 

^  It  is  with  the  deepest  regreV  that  L 
have  to  announce  to  your  lordship,  tba 
,  death  of  captain  Elliott^  who,  together 
with  major  Barry>  embarked  on.board 
t^)e  Africaine  as  voi^Qteers  while  in 
sight  of  the  enemy.  Thesp  two  oflS? 
cers  greatly  disyoguished  themselves 
by  ihqir  eiertioi?  onjhe^uarteKhdecli;* 
during  the  sanguinary  contest  whinh 
took  ^ace..  Aboi^t  the  QRiddl?  of  the 
action,  captain  Elliott  received,  thrqn 
niu^ket  'b^9  in  his  headi  whioh  p0| 
an  end  to  hia.  eii^nce ;  an^  auQ^ 
Barry,  remaining  on  the  qaarter«d<^^ 
one  out  of  three  whohad  not  biepn^tber- 
killed  or  wounded  during  the  engage*^ 
fi^^t,  waf  ti^ken  pri^ner  and  oirried 
to  the  Isle  of  France;  I  am  irresbti« 
bly  led  to  e^^e^  m  tfUs  pl»^^  tb^ 
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irreparable  injury  the  public  service 
bas  sustained  by  the  temporary  loss 
of  the  chief  secretary  to  this  governoient, 
ivho  has  filled  that  station  since  the 
conquest  of  the  island,  with  the  raost 
exemplary  zeal»  great  ability,  and  in- 
defatigable appliivition.  1  have  ap- 
pointed my  military  secretary,  captain 
Hewett,  to  act  for  major  Barry,  until 
circumstances  shall  enable  the  latter 
to  resume  the  functions  of  his  office. 

On  the  18th  instant,  an  action 
commenced  off  the  isle  of  Bourbon, 
between  his  majesty's  ship  Ceylon 
and  the  Venus  French  frigate,  of  44 
gans,  and  Victor  sloop  of  war.  After 
a  most  gallant  defence,  during  five 
hours,  the  Ceylon  was  obliged  to 
strike  to  superior  force.  The  Ve- 
nus was  dismasted,  aud  the  Ceylon, 
io  a  most  crippled  and  unmanage- 
able state,  was  towed  off  by  the  Victor. 
The  intelligence  of  this  engagement 
was  imm^iately  dispatched  to  St. 
Paul's,  and  the  commodore  proceeded 
forthwith,  with  the  Otter  aud  Staunch, 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  coming 
up  with  him  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  retook  the  Ceylon,  and  cap- 
tured the  Venus  :  enclosure  No.  7,  is 
a  copy  of  commodore  Rowley's  letter 
to  me  detailing  this  service. 

It  is  a  most  satisfactory  circum- 
stance, that  general  Abercromby,  who 
"was  on  board  his  majesty's  ship  Cey- 
lon, should  have  been  thus  saved  from 
captivity,  aqd  enabled  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution the  important  service  entrusted 
fo  his  direction  by  your  lordship.  I 
shall  conclude  (his  plain  narrative  of 
facts  with  one  observation,  which  is, 
that  the  loss  of  the  Venus,  the  finest 
French  frigate  belonging  to  the  sta- 
tion, and  the  most  efficiently  manned, 
is  a  very  severe  blow  upon  general  de 
Caen,  and  that  while  the  damage  we 
have  sustained  at  sea,  will  only  in- 
crease his  embarrassn)ent,  the  dimi- 
nution of  350  men  out  of  the  small 
force  he  possessed  ibr  the  defence  of 
the  Isle  of  France,  without  a  pros- 
pect of  reinforcements  arriving  from 
Europe,  will  greatly  facilitate  the  con- 
quest of  that  isimd,  by  the  British 
armament. 

With  a  view  of  giving  every  facility 


in  tny  power  to  the  exertion  of  com* 
roodore  Rowley  in  re-equipping  the 
squadron  in  the  present  emergency^ 
I  have  authorized  him  to  employ  any 
of  the  ships  in  the  service  of  government 
a?  men  of  war. 

Great  and  increasing  distress  pre- 
vail at  the  isle  of  France,  and  as  sooa 
as  we  regain  the  ascendency  at  sea, 
which  will  be  the  moment  our  crip- 
pled ships  are  repaired,  and  which 
object  commodore  Rowley  hopes  to 
tompass  before  many  days  elapse,  the 
disastrous  consequences  of  our  late 
naval  losses  will  entirely  cease  to  be 
felt,  excepting  by  ths  enemy,  upon 
whom,  even  his  late  succesi^  bear  as 
irreparable  injuries.  The  enemy  can- 
not, in  my  opinion,  after  the  lots 
of  the  Venus  frigate,  and  the  losses 
sustained  in  the  dififerent  actions  which 
have  been  fought,  muster  crews,  more 
than  sufficient  for  three  frigates,  and 
in  making  this  exertion,  he  must  en- 
tirely drain  the  isle  of  France  of  its 
present  slender  means  of  defence. 

(No.  5.) 
His  majesty  s  ship  Boadicea,  St,  Pouts 

Road,  Isle  of  Bourbon,    September 

15,  1810. 

Sir,-  -You  are  already  acquainted 
with  our  having,  in  company  with  the 
Africaine  frigate.  Otter  sloop,  and 
Staunch  gun-brig,  given  chase  to  the 
Astree  and  Iphigenia,  French  frigates^ 
who  stood  off  with  a  fresh  breeze  to 
the  Eastward,  while  we  remained 
with  the  light  and  baffling  westerly 
breezes,  that  prevail  on  that  part  of 
the  coast;  the  Africaine,  however^ 
by  superior  sailing,  and  having  the 
same  wind  as  the  enemy,  was  enabled 
to  close  him  before  dark,  and  the  Boa- 
dicea left  by  the  signals  made  from 
the  Africaine,  got  sight  of  him  at  nine 
P.  M.  and  continued  gaining  fast 
upon  him  :  the  Africaine  had  for  some 
time  shortened  sail,  being  within  gun 
shot  of  the  enemy,  when  at  three 
A.  M.  we  observed  her  commence  a 
firing  at  one  of  the  enemy's  frigates, 
the  Boadicea  then  about  four  or  five 
miles  astern,  still  nearing  them  fast. 
I  conclude  it  was  captain  Curbett's  in- 
tention merely  to  open  a  partial  fire, 
with  a  view  of  crippling  the.enemy's 
ships,  but  unfortunately  at  the  mc« 
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meot  the  wjnd  became  light  aod  va- 
riable,  and  the  Afrkaine,  who  had 
closed  with  the  CDemy,  while  uDcna- 
nageable,  got  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
bom  sliips^  one  of  them  ia  a  destruc- 
tive raking  position,  and  after  a  most 
gallant,  though  unequal  co/ntest,  she 
was  compelled  to  surrender :  the  firing 
had  ceased  at  four  15.  A.  M.  but  we 
were  uncertain  of  the  result,  and  just 
at  the  day  dawned,  had  arrived  within 
musket  shot  of  the  ships,  when  to 
my  infinite  regret  and  mortification,  I 
perceived  the  Africaine  in  possession 
of  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  have 
aufiered  (particularly  the  Astree)  but 
little  in  their  rigging,  masts,  or  yards ; 
the  Africaine*8  masts  were  also  at  this 
time  standing,  with  the  exception  of 
the  mizen  top-mast.  I  therefore  con- 
sidered the  state  of  the  enemy  such 
as  not  to  justify  my  commencing  an 
attack  on  so  superior  a  force,  particu- 
larly in  the  present  critical  position  of 
a£&irfl^  and  when  we  had  information 
of  two  more  frigates  and  a  corvette 
qruizi»g  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  there- 
fore made  sail  to  rejoin  the  Otter  and 
Staunch,  then  out  of  sight,  which  hav- 
ing efifected,  we  $\ood  towards  the 
epemy*8  frigates,  who,  at  our  approach, 
abandoned  the  Africaine,  leaving  only 
an  officer  and  nine  Frenchmen  in 
charge  of  her,  with  sixty-five  wound- 
ed, and  about  eighty-three  others  of 
hjcr  crew,  whom  they  had  not  time 
to  remove,  and  at  five  in  the  afternoon 
we  regained  the  possession  of  her. 

It  U  with  concern  I  have  to  mention, 
that  there  is  a  considerable  loss  of  killed 
and  wounded,  but  the  extent  I  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  ;  and  with 
dpep  regret  I  name  my  gallant  friend, 
captain  Corlx»it,  among  iho  number  j 
he  was  wptinded  earl>  in  the  action^ 
and  died  a  ftw  hours  after  it  ceased. 
Captaip  £Iliott  of  the  staff,  I  arn 
sorry  to  add,  is  among  (he killed;  and 
majof  Barry  and  lieutenant  Holmes, 
-of  the  86ih,  wounded  j  the  former 
a  prisoner,  whu^h  inclines  me  to  hope 
his  wound  is  net  dangerous. 

1  be  two  enemy's  frigates  were  ill 
sight  from  the  nkist-head;  yesterday 
evening,  to  the  eastward,  standing,  as 
v(c  Suppose,  00  their  way  to  joto  ^e 


Manche  and  Vainis,  to  windward  of 
the  island. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc. 
(Signed)  Jos.  Rowley* 

No.  7, 
His  majestyUihip  Boadicea,  Si.  Pouts 
'    Road,  Isli  of  Bourdon,  Sept.  tg. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  shortly  af^er  having  anchor- 
ed in  the  bay  yesterday  morning,  we 
discovered  three  sail  in  the  offing,  two 
of  which  appeared  in  a  disabled  sf^te. 
We  immediately  weighed,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Otter  and  Staunch  gun* 
brig,  but  from  light  winds  were  un- 
able for  some  time  to  clear  the  bay, 
at  which  period  the  ships  were  nearly 
out  of  sight }  the  Boadic^,  ho>»'ever, 
within  the  advantage  of  a  fresh  breeze, 
soon  neared  them.  On  our  approach, 
one  of  them,  which  had  a  disabled 
frigate  in  tow,  cast  her  off,  and  made 
all  sail  away  from  us  ;  the  third,  a  fri- 
gate under  courses,  her  top-ma^it  being 
shot  away,  bad  bore  up  to  close  the 
other;  we  ran  /her  alongside,,  and 
after  a  close  of  a  few  minutes,  she  sur- 
rendered, and  proved  to  be  the  French 
imperial  frigate  La  Venus,  of  44  gun8» ' 
with  a  complement,  on  leaving  port,  of 
350  men.  She  had  in  the  early  part 
of  the  morningi  in  company  with  the 
Victor  corvette,  captured,  after  the 
most  gallant  defence,  his  majesty*s  ship 
Ceylon, commanded  by  captain  Gordon, 
having  on  board  genera!  Abercrombie 
and  his  staff,  bound  for  this  island. 
Our  loss  on  this  occasion  was  trifling, 
two  men  only  being  wounded  ;  that 
of  La  Venus  was  nine  kUled  and  seven- 
teen wounded. 

We  anchored  here  with  La  Venus 
and  Staunch  this  morning,  but  the 
Otter  and  Ceylon  have  not  yet  arrived, 
though  in  sight  from  the  mast- head 
when  we  entered  the  bay  :  captain 
Gordon,  and  almost  the  whole  of  his 
crew,  are  on  board  the  latter,  so  that 
I  trust  she  will  soon  be  again  in  a  state 
for  service.  We  shall  proceed  with  al) 
expedition  in  fitting  the  other  frigate* 
for  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  Sec. 
(Signed)        Jos.  Rowley, 
7b  the  Hon.  R,  T,  Farquhar  Esq.  Vc. 

Published  by  order  of  the  right  bo^ 
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noarablethegoveroor-general  in  coon- 
dl. 

N.  B.  Edmonstonb, 
Chief  Sec.  to  the  Government. 
Nov.  24.  —  On  Monday  last,  a 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
bank  of  Bengal  was  held,  pursuant  to 
public  advertisement,  for  the  election 
of  a  director,  in  the  room  of  lieutenant 
D.  Macleod  resigned  j  and  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  proposition,  whether 
the  government  treasury  notes,  the 
property  of  the  bank,  and  now  coming 
in  course  of  payment,  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  government  6per  cent,  loan? 
The  question  had  been  brought  before 
the  directors  some  weeks  ago,  when 
it  was  determined  that  the  treasury 
notes  should  not  be  transferred  to  the 
6  per  cent.  loan.  That  resolution  was 
con6nned  by  the  meeting  of  proprie- 
tors, held  at  the  bank  on  Monday. 

At  the  same  meeting,  major  Atty 
Hennessy  viras  elected  a  director  of 
the  bank,  in  the  room  of  lieutenant 
Macleod. 

The  Loss  of  the  ship  Agnes^  captain 
Sim^. 
The  ship  Agnes,  captain  Sims,  left 
ber  Bengal  pilot  on  the  10th  of  May 
last,  bound  to  Prince  of  Wales's  Island, 
where  she  arrived  on  the  3 1st.  She 
remained  there  till  the  1 8th  of  June, 
when  she  weighed,  and  sailed  for 
Acheeo,  and  anchored  there  on  the 
24th  ;  sailed  thepce,  on  the  following 
day,  for  Madras.  From  the  time  of 
leaving  Acbeen,  till  the  10th  of  July, 
the  log  of  the  Agnes  presents  a  conti- 
Doed  series  of  stormy,  unsettled  wea- 
ther, with  freqoeot  heavy  squalls  ;  the 
winds  chiefly  from  the  South-West. 
During  that  time  the  ship  laboured 
much  5  no^de  a  considerable  quantity 
of  water^  and  lost  various  parts  of  her 
'^ng*  Nearly  one  half  of  the  ship's 
CDtnpany  was  lick,  and  the  other  half 
exhausted  with  iocenant  fatigue,  so 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  ship 
ooold  be  worked.  Having  steadily 
penevered»  for  upwards  of  15  days, 
to  get  to  the  southward  ;  but  findings 
b^  an  ob^ervatioa  on  the  10th  of  July, 
^  firtt  had  for  five  days,  that  they 
Fere  lonog  ground^  it  w^  determi- 


ned, after  due  consultation,  for  the 
safety  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  the 
ship  and  cargo,  to  stand  over  for  the 
Coast  of  Coromandel,  to  make,  if  pos- 
sible, Coringa,  or  some  other  part  of 
it ;  in  the  expectation  ef  more  favour- 
able winds  and  weather,  and  to  endea* 
vour  to  get  to  Madras,  by  working 
down  the  coast.  The  ship's  course 
was  altered  accordingly,  on  the  10th 
of  July  :  being  then  Lat.  130  18'  N. 
The  weather  continued  unsettled  and 
squally,  and  so  cloudy  as  to  admit  of 
no  observation.  On  the  14th,  it  was 
unusually  thick  and  cloudy,  and  still 
without  an  observation.  On  this  day 
a  sudden  squall  split  the  mainsail,  and 
occasioned  some  other  damage.  Fresh 
gnles  continued  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  13(h,  and  the  whole  of  the 
14lh  ;  and  at  ten  minutes  past  4,  A. 
M.  on  the  15th>  the  ship  struck.  The 
helm  was  immediately  put  a  weather,  - 
and  the  afteryards  squared,  in  the  hope 
of  wearing  ship :  finding  that  she 
would  not  wear,  hove  all  aback,  but 
without  effect.  It  was  then  proposed  ^ 
to  let  go  an  anchor  ;  but  ti tiding  by  the 
lead  that  the  ship  forged  a  head,  from 
the  force  of  the  sea,  that  measure  was 
countermanded,  as,  bad  an  anchor  been 
let  go,  in.  her  then  situation  she  would 
have  forced  it  through  her  bottom,  at 
she  drove  forward  on  the  sand.  She 
soon  began  to  strike  very  heavily  abaft  j 
and  in  a  short  time  the  rudder  was  beat 
off;  the  tiller  broke  nearly  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  a  few  minutes  went  clear 
jof  the  stern. 

At  break  of  day,  though  the  wea^ 
ther  still  continued  thick  and  cloudy, 
the  laiKl  was  seen,  with  a  heavy  surf 
breaking  along  the  shore,  which  ex% 
tended  from  W.  N.  W.  to  East.  Cap- 
tain Sims  and  his  officers  were  oatu^ 
rally  much  astonished  at  finding  the 
ship  aground  upon'  the  coast,  having 
had  no  previous  indication  of  being 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  ;  and  from 
the  unfovourable  state  of  the  weather, 
which>  for  several  preceding  days, 
bad  prevented  any  observation,  the 
true  state  of  the  stiip  was  concealed  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  now,  when  she  wai 
on  shore,  that  it  was  fband  that  she 
had  been  carried,   by  unaccountabia 
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conenU,  upwards  of  two  degrees  and 
a  half  from  her  place,  as  given  by  ac- 
count. 

In  a  short  time  after  the  radder  had 
beat  off,  the  ship  was  driven^  by  the 
violence  of  the  sea,  nearer  to  the  siirf. 
At  6,  A.  M.  the  sea  broke  over  the 
after  part  so  heavily,  that  the  dead- 
lights and  counter  were  forced  in,  and 
Ibe  water  made  a  free  pas^ge  fore  and 

'  aft',  in  tl^e  between  decks.  Under 
these  dangerous  circumstances,  it  be- 
came a  necessary  duty  to  make  prepa- 
rations for  the  safety  of  the  people 
on  board.  With  that  view,  a  small 
raft  was  got  ready,  and  an  attempt 
made  by  its  means  to  pass  a  rope  to  the 
shore.  Three  men  were  placed  u|>on 
the  raft,  with  a  quantity  of  small  line, 
which  was  veered  away  ;  but  the  cur-^ 
rent  set  so  strongly  along  shore,  to  the 
north-east,  that  it  was  found  impossi- 
ble to  gain  the  beach  ;  and  before  the 
raft  could  be  hauled  back  to  the  ship,  it 
was  repeatedly  overset,  to  the  great 
danger  of  the  men  that  were  upon  it. 
While  these  attempts  were  making  to 
gain  the  shore  with  the  small  raft,  one 
of  a  larger  size  was  prepared  and 
launched.      Six  hands  were  placed  on 

.this  raft  ;  and  after  much  labour,  and 
unavoidable  delay,  it  was  got  on  shore, 
at  a  great  distance  to  leeward,  of  the 
ship.  The  natives,  of  whom  several 
had,  by  this  time,  assembled  on  the 
beach,  weut  into  the  surf,  and  assisted 
the  people  from  the  ship,  in  hauling 
the  rope,  that  had  been  carried  ashore, 
so  as  to  bring  it  abreast  of  the  wreck, 
whetf  a  larger  rope  was  bent  to  the 
one  that  had  already  reached  the 
beach,  with  the  intention  of  getting 
the  end  of  the  larger  rope  to  shore, 
aud  then  to  lash  tlie  bight  of  it  to  the 
r;tft,  so  as  to  secure  the  means  of  haul- 
ing tliat  raft  to  and  from  the  shore  and 
the  ship,  by  which  all  i lie  persons  on 
board  might  be  carried  oi\  shore  >  buL 
owing  to  the  number  of  people  on  the 
beach,  who  began  to  haul  upon  the 
rope,  it  gave  way,  and  thus  all  that  had 
been  gained  by  so  much  labour  and 
perseverence,  was  lost  in  a  moment* 
Some  other  attempts  were  set  on  foot 
to  send  another  rope  on  shore.  In  the 
mean  time  the  situatioa  of  the  people 


on  board  became  more  and  more  peril'* 
ous. 

Towards  noon,  the  swell  rather  in* 
creased,  the  ship  striking  very  heavily* 
and  the  masts  threatening  momentarily 
to  fall  overboard;  it  was  thooght  expe- 
dient that  Mrs.  Sims  and  two  infant 
children,  passengers  onl)oard,  should 
be  placed  in  the  long  boat ;  which  be- 
ing done,  and  the  tackles  fixed,, the  boat 
was  hoisted  out,  and  Mr.  Crouch,  the 
first  oflficer,  with  four  hands,  went  on. 
board,  to  endeavour  to  conduct  her 
safely  to  the  sho^e,  through  the  surf. 
Before  the  tackles  could  be  cleared, 
the  sea  broke  over  the  boat,  and  she 
was  nearly  filled,  and  stove  in  on 
one  side,  so  that  she  was  in  imminent 
danger  of  going  down  along  side.  In  - 
this  frightftjl  condition,  Mrs.  Sims  and 
the  two  children  were  fioated  and 
thrown  to  and  fro  upon  the  water^^. 
whkii  nearly  filled  the  boat.  At  length 
she  got  clear  of  the  wreck,  and  after 
an  hour  of  hard  toil,  during  which  the 
boat  was  exposed  to  the  incessant  break* 
ing  of  the  surf,  succeeded  in  gaining 
the  shore,  drenched  with  water,  aid 
worn  out  with  fiitigue;  one  of  the 
|)lanks  being  heal  from  the  bottom  of 
the  boat,  and  some  others  having  start- 
ed, as  she  took  the  shore,  she  was  ren- 
dered unfit  to  go  off  to  the  ship.  The 
people  on  board  being  thus  deprived 
of  the  assistance  on  which  they  had 
relied  from  the  shore,  began  to  pr<^re 
a  lai;ge  raft  from  the  spare  top-mast 
and  top-sail  yard,  and  a  Catamaran, 
brought  from  a  distani  part  of  the 
coast,  fortunately  came  along  side 
about  the  same  time.  As  all  hope  of 
saving  the  ship  had  been  for  some  time 
at  an  eod,  there  being  sixteen  feet 
water  in  the  hold,  tlie  between  decks 
entirely  f^ifl,  the  counter  beat  in,  &c« 
the  presence  oi^  the  commander  or 
ofikers  could  be  no  longer  useful.  Cap- 
Uin  Sims,  tht^refore,  determined  to 
attempt  to  get  on  shore ;  he  and  the 
syrang  leiaped  overboard,  and  caught 
hold  of  the  Catamaran,  by  whidi  the/ 
were  carried  thr<;High  the  surf,  and 
landed  on  the  beach.  Before  quit- 
ting the  ship,  captain  S'^ms  caused 
several  of  his  trunks  to  be  thrown 
overboard^  that  they  might  have  the 
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chance  to  be  driven  on  shor* }  some  of 
them  did  reach  (he  beach,  aod  varioiu 
papers  aod  other  articles  were  thus 
saved. 

Upon  his  landing,  captain  Sims  as- 
certained, trum  the  people  of  the  ad- 
joining country,  wiio  bad  collected  oo 
the  beach,  tbe  name  of  the  place  at 
which  he  was  wrecked,  to  be  Kisna-» 
pilly,  a  dreary  and  dei^olate  part  of  the 
coast  i  without  a  houiia  or  a  hut  in 
sight,  or  within  several  miles  }  in  lat. 
16  deg.  24  N.  about  thirty  miles  to  the 
southward  of  Coringa;  the  country 
around  was  barren,  and  the  beach 
covered  with  sand  hillocks,  formed  by 
the  eddying  of  (he  winds ^  there  were  no 
tiees,  no  verdure,  nor  any  shelter  from 
the  inclemeucy  of  the  weather.  Made- 
pollam,  fourteen  miles  distant,  was  the 
noarest  station,  and  the  seat  of  a  British 
resident.  Paper  aod  a  pencil  having 
been  saved  from  the  wreck,  a  note  was 
dispatched  to  Madepollam,  acquainting 
the  resident  with  the  circumstance  of 
the  shipwreck,  and  the  distress  of  the 
survivors. 

In  the  course  oi  the  afternoon,  tbe 
Catamaran  was  sent  o(V  twice  to  the 
ship,  and  brought  on  shore  as  many  of 
the  people  as  would  venture  to  jeap 
hom  the  wreck,  atd  trust  themselves 
to  pass  the  surf  with  the  Catamaran. 
As  the  night  approached,  captain  Sims, 
and  the  party  on  shore,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  tbe  natives,  got  the  two  boats 
hauled  up  to  the  nearest  sand  hillocks, 
and  placing  them  on  the  to()  of  those, 
with  their  bottoms  upwards,  formed  in 
that  way  ,a  sort  of  covering,  nnder  which 
Mrs.  Sims,  tbe  children,  and  the  other 
sufferers,  fonnd  some  shelter  from  the 
raia>  which  at  intervals  descended  in 
torrents. 

Just  as  the  evening  set  in,  the  Jai^e 
raft,  with  Mr.  Martin,  second  officer, 
aod  eleven  people,  came  on  shore  from 
the  wreck,  being  all  that  would  ven- 
ture to  trust  themselves  to  that  con- 
Teyance,  leaving  on  board  the  gunner 
and  ten  lasqars.  When  Mr.  Martin 
left  the  ship,  she  had  settled  so  deeply 
in  the  sand,  that  she  had  but  little  mo- 
tion, thoogli  she  was  gping  to  pieces 
abaft  i  and  some  of  her  planks,  aiKi  va- 
nods  parts  of  her  cargo,  couaisting  of 


cheats  of  silk,  bags  of  pepper,  ke.  kc. 
were  found,  floating  ashore,  to  the  dis- 
tance af  a  mile  or  two  to  leeward  of 
the  ship.  Apart  of  the  silk,  pepper, 
&c.  were  pickedv^up,  aod  brought  to 
tbe  boats  during  the  night,  to  pieserve 
themfirom  the  natives,  who  shewed  a 
strong  disposition  to  plunder.  The 
Jascars  evinced  the  utmost  apathy ;  they 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  assist  in 
recovering  any  part  of  the  properly, 
nor  even  to  assist  any  of  their  fellow 
sufferers. 

On  thf  following^y,  the  l6lh  July, 
the  wreck  was  found  to  have  settled 
still  more  deeply  in  the  sand.  The 
gunner  and  ten  lascars  still  remained 
on  board,  as  tbey'  were  unwilling  to 
trust  themttelves  to  the  raft,  aod  (be 
Catamaran  people  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  go  again  to  the  wreck. 
TheSerang  and  all  the  lascars,  who 
had  got  on  shore,  deserted  In  the 
course  of  the  night. 

About  eight  o'clock,  an  answer  was 
received  to  the  note  dispatched  on  the 
preceding  day,  to  Mr.  Dodwell,  tbe 
resident  at  Madepollam.  The  letter 
from  that  gentleman  was  accompanied 
with  a  supply  of  refreshments  and 
money;  with  servants,  provisions,  and 
whatever  an  humane  attention  could 
suggest.  Tliese  supplies  were  seaiion- 
able  and  acceptable,  as  not  ^  morsel 
of  food,  or  any  article  of  sustenance, 
had  been  saved.  > 

Mr.  Dodwell  did  not  content,  himself 
with  meiely  furnishing  provisions  and 
assistance.  In  the  course  of  the  day 
he  came  himself,  to  (he  wreck,  atten- 
ded with  a  spare  palanquin,  to 
accomtnodate  Mrs.  Sims  und  the  chiU 
dren,  with  a  conveyance  to  Made- 
pollam, where  they  were  tnost  hospi- 
tably recei\*ed  under  his  roof.  I'lie 
presence  of  this  gentleman  at  the 
Beach,  had  a  favourable  effect  on  the 
people  of  the  Catamaran — they  now 
ventured  on  board,  and  brought  on 
shore  the  gunner  and  all  the  lascars, 
e&cept  two,  who  were  too  infirm  to 
adm  tof  the  requisite  exertion  to  get 
on  the  Catamaran. 

Captain  Sims  and  his  Officers,  now 
mustered  all  their  strength,  to  collect 
tbe  spars  and  rafts  together,  and  by 
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cdveriog  tbem  with  Palmyra  leaves 
to  form  a  shelter  from  the  rain  and 
intensity  of  sunshine.  Duriqi  the 
day » further  qaantities  of  pepper,  ben- 
jamin, and  paclfages  of  silk,  were  dri^^ 
ven  on  shore  from  the  wreck,  to  the 
distance  of  nearly  a  league  Those 
packages  of  goods,  by  the  assistance 
of  the  coolies  and  peons,  famished  by 
Mr.  Dodwell,  were  collected  and 
brougiit  to  the  hat.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  adjoining  districts  Were  un- 
williog  to  afford  any  assistance  ;  and 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  they 
could  be  tempted  to  work,  by  very 
high  waives. 

On  th^  17th,  Captain  Sims  pre- 
vailed on  the  people  of  the  Catamaran, 
and  some  Telinga  lascars,  to  go  off 
to  the  wreck,  and  to  cut  away  the 
masts  and  yards,  whereby  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  rigging  was  saved. 
As  the  surf  became  somewhat  mode- 
rate towards  the  evening,  the  Cita- 
maran  happily  succeeded  in  bringing 
on  shore  the  two  invalids,  who  had 
remained  till  this  time  with  the  wreck  -, 
at)d  thus  the  life  of  every  individual 
that  belonged  to  the  Agnes,  was  fortu- 
nately saved. 

Captain  Sims  and  his  Officers 
remained  at  the  place  of  the  wreck 
till  the  21th  of  August,  actively  em- 
ployed in  saving  whatever  part  of  the 
cargo,  or  ship's  stores  floated  on  shore. 
During  the  whole  of  that  time,  they 
were  exposed  to  every  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  on  a  desert  beach, 
without  accommodations,  suffering 
greatly  from  the  sand,  which  was  per- 
petually raised  and  scattered  abroad 
by  the  winds.  They  could  not  have 
maintained  this  painful  and  fatiguing' 
service,  hnd  ihey  not  been  succoured ' 
by  the  aid«  unceasingly  afforded  by 
Mr.  Dodwell.  He  sent  tbem  daily 
supplies  of  provisions  and  wines  ;  and 
furnished  them  with  coolies  and  peons ; 
and  to  his  kind  interference  is  to  be 
ascribed  the  success  that  attended  their 
exertions  in  saving,  and  securing  from 
pillage,  such  parts  of  the  cargo  and 
ship's  stores  as  drifted  on  shore. 

December  1.— The  right  honour- 
ble  the  governor-general  in  council  is 
pleased  to  direct,  that  agreeably  to  the 


request  of  captain  R.  Hay,  commanding 
the  honourable  company's  ship  Astell, 
th6  following  letter  be  pablislied  for 
general  information. 

On  this  occasion  his  lordship  in 
council  deems  it  proper  to  express  his 
entire  conviction,  both  that  the  state- 
ment of  facts  contained  in  captain 
Hay's  letter  is  correct,  and  that  every 
practical  exertion  of  seal  and  gallantry 
was  employed  by  captain  Hay,  and  the 
offiders,  seamen,  and  soldiers  under  his 
direction,  to  support  the  unequal  con- 
test in  which  the  honourable  company's 
ships  Ceylon,  Windham,  and  Astell, 
were  engaged  with  a  very  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  on  the  3d  of  July. 

In  affording  this  public  testimony  of 
the  just  sense  which  government  en- 
tertains of  the  merits  of  captain  Hay, 
his  lordship  in  council  cannot  refraiq 
from  Expressing  his  concern  at  theSevc- 
rity  and  duration  of  that  gallant  offioer*s 
sufferings  under  the  wound  which  be 
received  in  the  late  engagement. 

By  order  of  the  right  honourable  tb^ 
govemor-general-in-council. 

N.  B.  Edmonstone, 
Chief  Sec.  to  Govt. 
Calcutta,  December  \,  1810. 
To  N.B.  Edmonstone,  Esq.  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  government. 

Si  K,— Having  seen  in  the  Calcutta 
gazette^  the  French  official  acccnnt  of 
the  action  of  the  3d  of  July,  in  which  it 
is  asserted,  that  the  Astell  struck  her 
colours,  and  availing  herself  of  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  effected  her  es- 
cape, I  deem  it  my  indispensable  duty 
to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  right  honourable  the  governor-ge- 
neral in  council,  that  the  accusation  is 
false,  and  that  so  far  from  the  Astell'^ 
colours  ever  having  been  hauled  down, 
three  ensigns  were  kept  flying  uniiJ  the 
following  morning,  and  the  light  was 
kept  abroad,  until  such  time  as  tbe 
enemy  could  only  be  seen,  by  means  of 
their  rockets  and  false  flres.  I  trust  I 
shall  be  excused  mentioning  a  circum- 
srance,  which  otherwise  I  would  not 
do,  viz.  that  we  commenced  the  action 
with  our  pendant  naHed  at  the  mast 
liead,  and  the  ensigii  at  the  mizen  peak, 
having  been  three  times  shot  away, 
three  were  displayed,  that  the  i^nemy 
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m^ht  not  for  a  moment  suppose  we 
iiad  strack  ;  this  surely  did  not  merit 
the  accusation  of  having  acted  contrary 
to  all  the  rules  of  honour  and  of  war. 

1  beg  leave  to  express  a  wisb^  that 
4b is  may  be  made  public. 

;  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  Hat^  commander. 

We  the  undersigned  officers  of  his 
majesty's  24th  regiment,  who  were  on 
board  the  Astell,  in  the  action  of  the 
3d  of  July,  hereby  declare,  that   the 
annexed  statement  of  captain  Hay's  is 
correct.      •  (Signed) 
J.  W.  FoasTBR,  major  24th  foot, 
H.  White,  capt.  24ih  foot. 
T.  Cbajg,  capt.  24th  inf. 
R.    GuBBiNS,  capt.    H.    M.*s  24th 
ifoot.  J.  EwiNO,  lieut.  H.  M.  s  24th 
Inf. 
JoH,H  Maxwell,  lieut.  H.  M/«  24th 

infantry. 
J.  Harris,  lieut.  24th  foot. 
£j>wABD  JoHNbON,  assistant  surgeon, 

24th  foot 
William  Dacrf,  ensign,  24th  regt. 

(A  true  copy,) 

N.  B.  Edmonstonr, 
Chief  Sec.  to  Govt. 

"  Sir, 

**  It  is  with  extreme  regret  I  have 
again  t^  lay  before  you,  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  capture  of  the 
honourable  company*8  ship  Windham, 
by  a  French  squadron,  consisting  of 
two  large  frigates  and  a  corvette,  which 
we  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with, 
whilst  on  our  passage  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  to  Madras. 

'•  At  day- break,  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d  uistant,  the  islands  of  Mayotta, 
E.  half  N.  Johanna  to  the  N.  W. 
distance  from  the  nearest  shore  12  or 
13  leagues,  observed  three  sail  to  the 
N.  N.  £.  close  hauled  on  the  larboard 
tack,  and  under  a  press  of  sail  towards 
us.  We  immediately  discovered  them 
to  t>e  enemies  :  our  commodore,  (cap- 
tain Meriton,  of  the  Ceylon,)  made 
the  signals  to  haul  to  the  wind,  on  the 
starboard  tack,  and  prepare  for  battle. 
At  two  A.  M.  the  wind  blowing  tre^b 
from  the  S.  S.  £.  the  Amtell  made  the 
signal  for  being  overprensed  with  sail, 
shortened  sail  in  consequence,  waited 
for  ihe  enemy.  At  qu4rier  past  two,  tho 


largest  frigate  and  corvette  wHbm  gun- 
shot to  windward,  the  Ceylon  and 
Windham  in  close  line  of  battle  :  th# 
CejrloD  the  centre,  Astell  to  leeward* 
and  astern  of  the  Ceylon,  at  half-pant 
two  the  enemy  commenced  a  h«rvy 
and  welUdirecied  fire,  which  was  re* 
tamed  by  ail  of  us,  and  continued  till 
half- past  four,  when  the  frigate  bor« 
down  on  us,  then  the  head-noost 
and  weathermost  ship,  and  having  con- 
ceived a  possibility  of  boarding,  called 
the  hands  upon  deck  for  that  purpose, 
making  such  sail  as  I  could,  for  the 
purpose  of  striking  on  his  larboard 
quarter,  and  bringing  him  along  side, 
but  unfortunately,  from  the  impossibi- 
lity of  setting  sufficient  sail,  every 
thing  being  so  much  damaged,  he  just 
cleared  us  by  a  few  yards  ,*  sent  the 
bands  to  quarters  again,  and  kept  up  a 
brisk  fire  with  our  guns  and  mus(|nerr^', 
as  did  the  Ceylon  and  Astell ,  who  were 
at  this  time  close  tc  leeward  of  us  -j  at 
5,  P.  M.  the  frigate*s  main  and  mizen 
masts  went  close  by  the  caps.  The 
other  frigate  and  corvette  art  this  time 
on  our  lee  quarter,  and  coming  fast  up. 
At  half-past  5,  P.  M.  being  now  dark, 
they  commenced  a  heavy  fire  within 
pistol  shot,  our  ships  at  this  time  in 
close  line,  Ceylon  in  the  centre,  Wind- 
ham in  the  rear  ;all  the  ships  in  close 
action  till  half-past  six,  when  the  Cey- 
lon bore  down,  as  I  supposed,  for  the 
purpose  of  boarding,  as  the  Astell  bore 
down  at  the  same  time,  and  passed 
close  a  head  of  us ;  got  all  hands  on 
deck  to  board,  when,  on  passing,  the 
Ceylon  hailed,  and  informed  us  she 
had  struck  j  the  Astell  made  all  sail 
to  the  W.  N.  W.  and  being  favoured 
by  the  night,  effected  her  escape. 
Finding  ourselves  now  left  alone,  and 
the  frigate  within  bail,  keeping  up  a 
constant  fire,  endeavoured  to  make 
sail,  in  the  hope  of  getting  away  $  but 
the^  was  not  a  single  rope  of  standing 
or  running  rigging  left,  all  the  masts, 
yards,  sails,  etc.  severely  wounded  in 
many  places,  as  aUo  nine  of  our  guns 
rendered  unser\  iceable,  sent  the  hands 
to  quarters  again,  and  kept  up  a  brisk 
fire  until  half-past  seven  P.  M.  whea 
finding  no  hopes  of  the  enemy  leaving 
us,,  and  the  other  frigate  coming  agD^^ 
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fast  op  with  oar  ship,  now  no  longer 
manageable,  conceived  it  an  act  of 
hamanity  toiiaul  down  thecolinirs. 

**  To  major-general  Weatberall,  foe 
that  able  support  I  received  from  him, 
I^^ball  ever  feel  myself  particularly  in- 
debted. To  my  officers  and  passengers 
I  shall  ever  reta'm  a  grateful  sense  of 
their  determined  support. 

No  encomium  that  I  can  pass,  can 
do  ample  justice  to  tbe  soldiers  of  bis 
Majesty's  24th  regiment,  as  alw  co 
lieutenant  Parsonage,  the  officer  who 
commanded  the  detachment ;  indeed, 
nothing  could  surpass  the  determined 
bravery  of  all  on  board  ;  every  one 
seemed  animated  with  the  same  spirit. 
At  8  P.M.  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from 
the  French  national  frigate  La  Bellone, 
commanded  by  Monsieur  Duperre, 
Capitaine  de  Vaissean,  commodore  of 
the  division,  mounting  twenty-eight 
long  French  eighteen  pounders  on  the 
main  deck,  and  twenty  42-pr8.  carro- 
nades  with  two  long  nines  on  the 
quarter  deck  and  forecastle,  swivels  in 
the  tops,and  four  hundred  men  ;  learn- 
ed that  the  other  frigate  was  the  Mi« 
nerve,  carrying  tWrty  or  eighteen  prs. 
on  the  main  deck,  and  the  same  force 
otherwise  as  La  Hellene,  the  corvette 
was  the  Victor,  armed  with  twenty 
thirty-two  prs.  carronades. 

The  force  of  the  Windham,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action  was 
twenty  short  eighteen  prs.  gun  deck, 
and  six  short  sixes  on  the  quarter  deck, 
twelve  British  seamen,  and  I30eflfec- 
tive  troops,,  with  100  Lascars.  On  the 
following  moraing  (tbunh  July,)  was 
taken  in  tow  by  the  frigate  La  Bei- 
lone,  and  brought  to  an  anchor  at  this 
place,in  company  with  the  other  frigate 
La  Mi  nerve,  corvette  Victor,  and 
the  Ceylon,  on  the  5th  of  July. 
Learned  with  great  r^ret  that  Captain 
Meriion  of  the  Ceylon,  and  Ijeute- 
nant-colonel  Marriott,  of  his  Majetty's 
24th  regiment,  had  been  severely 
wounded  in  the  action,  but  great  hopes 
are  entertained  of  their  recovery. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  of  those  on  board  the 
Windham. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  Joan  Stbwa&t^  CapjUuo. 


Kills o.-*Richafd  RobiosoilyScslim.*-* 
John  Murphv,  J<'r.  Reynolds,  94fb  rcj^ 
nient.     One  Lascar. 

Wo t5»D ED.  — Corporal  Noble,  since 
dead— Thomai  Sbaw.  Edward  PbiP-ps, 
William  Matters,  Semuel  Smaltwood,  t4th 
rrgimcni— John  Cbisholme,  Richard  AyU 
wards,  Alexander  Fiascr,  yist  regimcot. 
Two  Lascars. 
Total  4  killed;  and  to  wounded. 

JoHW  Stewart, 
Captain. 
To  WiUmm  Ramsay,  Esq.  (Sfc. 
General  orders,  by  the  right  honorahit 
the  govemwr 'general  in  ctninciL 
Fort  William,  Dec.  7,  1810.— 
The  rrgbt  honorable  the  govemor-ge« 
neral  in  council  is  pleased  to  direct, 
that  the  following  details  of  a  gallant 
and  succetftful  attack  upon  the  tinited 
force  of    Lulchmon   Sing,    Hrramot 
Sing,  and  Omrao  Sing,  the  panizans 
of  the  marauder  Gopaul  Sing,    con- 
ducted by  captain  Archibald  Watson, 
commanding  a  detachment  in  the  pro^ 
vince    of  Bundlecund,    be  published 
for  general  information. 

The  governor  -  general  in  council 
has  great  pleasure  in  diffusing  a  know- 
ledge of  every  transaction  in  which 
the  officers  and  men,  in  the  military 
service  of  the  honourable  company, 
have  bad  an  opportunity  of  wanifestiog 
their  characteristic  spirit  of  bravery 
and  exertion)  and  on  the  present  oc- 
casion his  lordship  in  council  dis- 
charges, with  peculiar  satisfaction,  the 
duty  of  rendering  justice  to  the  skill 
and  judgment  displayed  by  captain 
Watson,  in  planning  the  attack  on  the 
enemy's  force,  and  to  his  activity, 
zeal,  and  gallantry,  and  those  of  the 
officers  and  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, in  carrying  it  into  eflfect  with 
such  signal  success. 

The  governor-general  in  council  de- 
sires, that  his  acknowledgments  be 
conveyed  to  captain  Watson,  and  to 
lieutenants  Duucan,  Maxwell,  Jef- 
fereys,  Colquhoun,  and  WAugb,  and 
Cornet  Boutein,  whose  exertions  are 
particularly  noticed  in  captain  Wat- 
son's report,  for  their  distinguished 
services  on  this  occasion  ^  and  gene- 
rally to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
detachment,  for  the  spirit  of  perse- 
vering zeal  and  gallantry  which  they 
dispbyed  in  the  execution  of  this  well- 
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^concerted  enterprize.  His  lordship  in 
cooncil  also  deems  it  proper  to  notice 
in  terras  of  public  approbation,  the 
gallant  action  performed  by  Ally 
Nucky  Beg,  as  described  in  captain 
'  Watson's  report. 

By  order  of  the  right  honorable  the 
governor*genera]  in  council. 

N.  B.  Edmonstonb, 
Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown,  com" 
tnanding  t/ie  troops,  tSfc.  ^c. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you, 
tbat  after  two  forced  marches  from 
Aumghaut,(which  wc  left  on  the  17th) 
w«  came  up  with  the  enemy,  just  as 
morning  dawned  on  the  19th,  nt  the 
the  village  of  Bohmory,  or  Bowony, 
distant  2|  coss  to  the  westward  of 
Buskswaho.  They  had  heard  of  our 
approach  from  Aumghaut,  but  did  not 
expect  us  so  soon.  .They  had  divided 
their  force,  forming  two  well-chosen 
positions,  within  300  or  400  yards  of 
cach'other ;  one  post  consisting  of  all 
their  cavalry ,and  from  4  to  500  Infan- 
try, under  Lutchmun  and  Himmut 
Sing,  occupying  a  grove  of  trees, 
surrounded  by  a  very  deep  ravine,  and 
the  other  of  2  or  300  Infantry,  at  the 
village  of  Bohmory,  under  (as  was 
said  J  Omrao  Sing  the  nephew  of 
Gopaul. 

•As  we  had  correct  information  of 
the  situation  of  the  ground  in  their 
vicinity,  the  disposition  for  the  attack 
had  b^n  previously  arranged— as  soon, 
therefore,  as  the  lights  of  the  grove 
were  seen,  the  cavalry  advanced  at  a 
gallop  round  the  grove,  between  it  and 
the  village,  and  passed  the  ravine  about 
150  yards  to  the  right  of  the  former. 
By  this  time,  the  enemy's  cavalry  had 
formed,  their  infantry  having  com- 
menced a  smart  but  ill  dh-ected  fi*  v.  ns 
we  crossed  the  ravine,  and  stfciufd 
inclined  to  stand,  not  knowing,  I  pre- 
^«ume,  the  object  of  this  detour  on 
their  right,  or  that  we  were  award  of 
the  ravine,  but  the  moment  they  per- 
ceived it,  they  began  to  move  off.  A 
general  charge  was  immediately  made, 
our  flanks  being  covered  each  hj  a 
MJbdivision,  whicb^  according  to  the 


disposition  for  the  attack,  had  enters  to 
pursue  full  speed,  supported  by  the 
regular  advance,  as  fast  as  possible,  of 
the  main  body — but  such  w«s  -the  gene- 
ral ardor,  tbat  it  was  impossible,  as  it 
too  often  the  case,  to  restrain  it,  and  we 
passed  over  5  or  6  coss  of  ground 'be- 
ifore  Rein  could  be  pulled  up,  destroy- 
ing a  great  part  of  tiie  enenuj's  cavalry, 
amongst  whom  were  several  of  the 
inferior  diiefs,  but  I  much  regret  that 
Himmut  and  Lutchmun  Sing  are  said 
to  have  escaped,  and  Omrao  Sing  had, 
as  was  afterwards  found,  gone  off  in 
the  night.     » 

In  the  mcnn  time,  the  infantry,  sup- 
ported by  the  galloper,  bad  advance4 
towards  the  grove  ;  two  companies  in 
open  columt)s,  aivi  the  remaining  two 
in  one  line,  or  grand  division,  at  the 
same  distance,  in  their  rear.  The 
enemy's  infantry  opened  a  smart  fire 
upon  them,  which  did  no  execution, 
and  continued  it,  till  the  column  de- 
ploying in  conseqnence  of  the  ravine, 
and  advancing  with  recovered  arms, 
having  orders  not  to  fire  a  shot  till 
within  twenty  paces  of  the  enemy, 
gave  a  close  discharge  in  line,  which, 
with  a  round  or  two  from  the  galloper, 
fell  so  heavy,  that  they  broke  imnw;- 
diately  nnd  dispersed  on- all  sides.  At 
this*  moment  much  execution  was 
done,  and  Inid  the  ravine  not  retarded 
extremely  the  passage  of  the  infantry 
into  thi*  grove,  I  am  persuaded  very 
tew  of  the  eneniy  would  have  escaped. 
The  cavalr)'  returning  from  the  pur- 
suit, ciit  up  many  of  the  stragglers.  As 
soon  as  the  infantry  bad  carried  the 
grove,  and  totally  dispersed  the  enemy, 
they  halted,  as  further  pursuit  by  them 
would  have  been  improper,  the  othcers 
and  men  being  much  fatigued  ;  and  as 
the  village  was  yet  to  be  stormed, 
many  ot  the  enemy's  infantry  had 
retreated  into  it. 

Within  the  village  was  a  brick  buck- 
rcc,  new  and  in  perfect  repair,  which 
would  have  been  impregnable  to  our 
force,  had  the  enemy  known  how  to 
defend  it ;  they  kept  up  a  smart,  but 
ill-directed,  £re  upon  the  infantry 
as  they  advanced,  until  they  anived 
under  cover  of  the  houses  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  having  placed  the  gallope*' 
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opposite  ontf  of  the  gates,  a  shot  or  two 
•o  terrified  the  enemy,  that  they  imnie* 
diateJy  called  for  quarter,  aiid  sur- 
rendered at  discretion  j  from  twenty  to 
thirty  of  the  enemy  were  killed  in  the 
village  Buckree  before  they  surrender- 
ed.  It  would  be  diiiBcult  to  do  justice 
to  the  merits  of  lieutenant  Duncan, 
who  commanded  the  infantry,  as  well 
as  lieutenants  Maxwell,  Jeffreys,  and 
Colqutioun,  on  this  occasion;  but  when 
it  is  considered  that  they  and  the  men 
were  much  fatigued  t)efore  they  first 
saw  the  enemy,  their  persevering  spi- 
rit,  I  doubt  not,  will  1^  fully  appre- 
ciated. Lieutenant  Waugh,  and  Cor- 
net  Boutein,  acted  whb  their  usual 
gallantry,  as  d*d  all  the  native  olBcers 
and  men  of  the  ^detachment  of  cavalry  j 
Ally  Necky  Beg,  Jemidar  of  the  6tb 
troop,  narrowly  escaped  the  spear  of 
one  of  the  enemy's  sirdars,  who  at- 
tacked him.  He  carried  our  standard, 
with  the  pike  of  which  he  unhorsed 
4iim,  and  the  next  rooneot  he  laid  him 
4iead  on  the  field. 

The  enemy  have  lost,  on  this  occa- 
sion, on  the  most  correct  calculationi 
apwards  of  200  killed  and  wounded, 
and  1O0  prisoners  :  of  the  latter  I  have 
detained  only  six,  who  are  said  to  t>e 
chiefs  of  note  under  Gopaul,  and  some 
of  them  personally  related  to  him  and 
to'Lutcbmun  Sing. .  A  great  quantity 
of  matchlocks,  swords,  spears^baggage, 
bullocks^  horses,  &c.  have  fallen  into 
our  iuinds.  The  Buckree  we  have 
•destroyed,  jind  should  also  have  fired 
the  vUlage,  but  from  motives  of  hu- 
manity to  the  wounded. 

I  regret  extremely  we  have  no  assis- 
tant surgeon  on  the  same  account,  as 
their  wounds,  many  of  which  require 
amputation,  can  only  be  dressed,  and 
are  consequently  become  mortal. 

It  was  my  intention,  until  I  had 
fcen  the  ground,  to  have  first  attacked 
the  village  ;  but  circumstances  were 
«uch,  that  we  should  only  have  lost 
time,  as  the  vsUla^re  lay  400  yards  fur- 
ther  off  the  point  ol  our  apptoach  than 
the  grove. 

After  leaving  Ramnaghor,  I  had  in- 
telligence of  250  cavalry,  and  a  body 
of  Matchlocks  belonging  to, the  chief 
of  Cbercori»e,  being  at  Heerahpore, 


intending  to  join  os.  I  instantly  sent 
them  orders  to  be  at  Bucks  wabo,  and 
acquainted  the  chief,  that  we  should  be 
at  that  place  during  the  night.  Bat 
although  they  had  several  hours  more 
than  enough,  they  did  not  join  as 
till  late  in  ihe  evening  of  the  19th. 
Had  these  people  come  up.  it  was  ray 
intention  to  have  formed  (wo  separate 
bodies  of  cavalry,  and  left  one  of  them 
to  cut  up  the  enemy*8  infantry  on  their 
dispersion.  But  as  they  did  not,  ray 
attention  was  entirely  directed  to  the 
operations  in  the  grove,  t ill >  contrary 
to  my  expectation,  their  cavalry  at 
once  separated  from  the  infantry,  and 
could  be  attended  with  no  hazard.  It 
is  my  duty  to  say,  that  had  the  Cher- 
corree  chief's  people  done  their  duty, 
it  if  extremely  probable  the  enemy's 
force,  cavalry  and  infantry,  would 
have  been  totally  destroyed. 

My  further  operations  will  be  ac- 
cording tc/  the  intelligence  I  may  re- 
ceive ;  at  present  I  am  of  opinion 
that  my  force  should  t>e  augniemed, 
as  the  enemy  are  concentrating  again 
in  different  directions,  and  for  other 
reasons  which  1  shall  hereafter  explain 
in  detail.  An  assistant  surgeon  is 
also  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  con- 
sidtrr  my  detachment  in  some  degree 
inefilicient  without  one. 

List  of  casualties  in  the  attack  of 
the  eiien>y's  partizans  at  Bohmory. 

InfaiKiy— 1  man  wounded. 

5th  (loop  1st  Nar.  cavalry'— 1  man  wounded. 

6ih  diuo.  ditto,  i  ditto. 
HORSES. 

,Mh  troop,  1  killed  and  1  wounded. 

6(li  ditto,  1  ditto,  s  ditto. 
Diito,  ditto,  ditto,  minting. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)        Ar.  H  Wats  ok, 
Capi.   commanding  a  deiachmcnt. 

Bohmory,  Novnnber  20,  1810. 

P.  S.  I  should  have  reported  yes- 
terday, but  having  left  all  our  baggage 
in  Buckswaho,  (whose  chief  accompa- 
nied us  to  Bohmory)  it  was  out  of  my 
power.  The  delay  has, been  absolutely 
unavoidable.         (A  True  Copy.) 

(Signed)  G.  S.  Biown,  Lt.-col. 
(A  True  Copy.) 

(Signed)  J.  RicHABDsoV,  A.  G.  Gp 
(A  True  Copy.) 
N.  B.  Edmonstowb, 
Chief  Sec.  to  GovU 
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Dec.  15th. — intelligence  from  Gha- 
eeepore  mentions  the  arrival  of  major- 
general  Champagne^  at  that  place,  on 
the  28th  ultimo.  On  the  29th,  he 
reviewed  his  majesty's  67th  regiment, 
near  1000  strong,  and  expressed  much 
satisfaction  at  the  different  manoeuvres, 
which  they  performed  wiih  great  pre- 
cision. The  general  proceeded  eaMy 
on  the  30th  to  Cawnpore. 

Dec.  19. — The  fine  large  ship,  the 
Russell,  laoncbed  at  this  port^  about 
eighteen  months  ago.  and  lately  pur- 
chased by  the  Philippine  company,  was 
ordered,  upon  her  arrival  at  Manilla, 
to  undergo  the  ceremony  of  purifica- 
tion. For  the  due  performance  of 
that  solemnity,  all  the  Europeans  and 
Lascars,  and  indeed  every  living  crea- 
ture that  belonged  to  her,  while  in 
the  hands  of  the  heretics,  ^'ere  taken 
out ;  the  host  was  theii  carried  on 
board;  holy  water  profusely  sprinkled, 
and  the  ship  in  due  form  purified 
from  all  the  relics  and  contagious  lea- 
ven, with  which  she  might  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  polluted  by  her 
former  possessors. 

Copy  of  the  summons  made  by  his  ex- 
cellency the  captain  general,  to  the 
commodore  commanding  his  Britan- 
nic majesty* s frigate  the  Iphigenia, 
and  the  battery  ojf  the  Isle  of  Passe, 
before  Port   Imperial  of  the  Isle  of 
France. 
On  board  the  frigate,  of  his  Majesty  I. 
and  king,  the  Minerva,  Jug.  I7, 1810. 
Sir, — In  consequence  of  your  en- 
terprise of  the  23d  of  this  month  with 
our  squadron  against  the  frigates  of 
his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French,, 
king  of  Italy,    8^c.  the  Bellona   and 
Minerva    anchored  in  this  port,  you 
are  reduced  to  the  most  critical  position, 
you  can  hope  for  no  change  of  fortune, 
as  on  one  hand  I  have  given  orders 
to  a  superior  force  to  keep  you  strictly 
blockaded,    and    on  the  other  hand, 
you  cannot  expect  deliverance,  as,  for 
several   months,    a  sufficient  number 
of  frigates  of   his  Britannic  majesty 
cannot  be  expected  to  copfe  with  the 
superior  force  which  I  have  at  this 
moment  at  my  disposal.    This  fr?ght- 
fbl  situation^  in  which  you  find  your- 
self,  with  a  great  number  of  your 
Vol.  12. 


countrymen,  in  consequence  of  your 
being  obliged  to  set  fire  to  two  of  your 
frigates,  having  now  no  other  refuge 
but  the  Iphigenia,  which  you  cannot 
repair,  and  a  barren  rock  where  you 
have  no  asylum  for  the  great  number 
of  your  wounded,  and  where,  in  a 
very  short  time  you  will  be  without 
means  of  existence,  such  great  cala- 
mities of  which  you  already  suffer  so  . 
much,  ought  to  convince  you,  com- 
modore, that  all  idea  of  resistance 
will  be  deceitful  and  inhuman  -,  con- 
sequently, I  summon  you  in  the 
name  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  my 
master,  to  surrender  yourself  prisoner 
of  war  with  your  crews,  also  the  bat- 
tery of  the  Isle  of  Passe,  to  restore  to 
his  Majesty,  the  Emperor,  absolutely 
untouched,  the  batteries,  arms,  ships, 
ammunition,  in  short,  every  thing 
which  is  established  for  iht  defence  d[ 
this  post,  likewise  to  give  up  to  my 
disposal  his  Britannic  majesty's  frig;ate 
the  Iphigenia,  without  any  injury 
whatever,  but  such  as  she  may  have 
received  in  the  action  in  which  the  hatf 
shared. 

But  if,  coiitrary  to  v^f  expectation, 
you  defer  but  one  hour  to  surrender 
yourself  to  the  condition  prescribed, 
you  are  not  to  expect  from  me  any 
clemency ,-whether  you  and  your  peo- 
ple perish  with  hunger  and^  misery, 
cr  if  I  undertake  to  reduce  you,  which 
will  be  quickly  executed,  all  will 
be  put  to  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

1  have  now  only  to  exhort  yoxx, 
commodore,  not  to  compel  me  to 
execute  towards  yourself  and  those 
whom  you  command,  either  of  the  des« 
perate  extremities,  with  which  I  have 
just  threatened  you. 

The  captain  general, 
(Signed)         Dbcaeh. 
Copy  of  commodore   Lambert's  answer 

to  his  excellent y  the  captain-generaL 
On  board  his  majesty's  frigate  the  Iphi" 

genia,  August  23,  ]8tO. 

Your  ExcELLEtccy, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  on  the  paidftil 
subject  of  a  capitulation.  I  transmit  to 
you,  enclosed,  a  copy  of  a  correspon- 
dence which  has  taken  place  between 
captain  Hamelin  and  myself,  rod  I  have 
F 
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too  high  ao  opinion  of  your  excellency*! 
honoar,  to  suppose  you  will  make  any 
change  in  it,  except  what  may  result 
from  not  perfectly  well  understanding 
the  French  language. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain , 
Your  excellency's  most  bumble, 
and  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)      Th.  Lambert. 
Copy  of  the  summons  made  by  captain 
Hamelin,  commanding  a  division  of 
the  naval  forces  qf  H.  M,  I.  and  K, 
to  his  Brilanic  majesty*s  commander 
rfthe  fort  at  the  Isle  of  Passe,  ioge- 
thcr  with  the  Iphigenia  frigate. 

Sir, 
That  I  may  not  augment  the  loss  in 
men  which  you  have  already  sustained 
without  hope  o(  success,  in  the  service 
pf  the  king  your  master,  I  engage  you 
to  surrender  at  discretion,  otherwise, 
-with  the  four  ships  under  my  com- 
mand, I  shall  moor  myself  across  the 
bay,  and  reduce  you  indubitably. 
I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
(Signed)  £.  Hamclin. 

On  loardthe  Venus,  Aug.  27,  1810. 
Copy  of  commodore  Lamberfs  answer  to 
captain  HameUns  summons. 

Isle  of  Passe,  Aug.  28,  1810. 
Sir, 
The  fortune  of  war  is  always  doubt- 
ful ;  we  cannot  surrender  at  discretion 
an  island  and  a  frigate  so  well  armed, 
under  every  circumstance.  But  as  you 
express  a  desire  to  stop  the  effusion  of 
blood,  we  ofier  to  capitulate  on  the 
following  terms : 

That  the  island  shall  be  surrendered 
la  its  actual  state  ;  that  the  Iphi- 
genta  frigate  may  be  allowed  to  depart 
with  all  her  crews  for  any  port  you 
may  name,  belonging  to  the  British  go- 
verament. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  Lambert. 

Copy  of  the  second  summons  madebycap- 

.  tain  Hamelin  to  commodore  Lambert. 

On  board  the  Venus,  Aug.  28,  iSlO. 

SlR; 

Were  not  all  resistance  to  my  forces 
vain,  I  esteem  you  too  much  to  pro- 
pose tbe  contrary,  but  for  the  sake  of 
your  wounded,  you  ought  to  fear  the 
£re  of  four  frigates  -,  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion the  Iphigenia  frigate  and  tbo 
fort  of  the  Isle  of  Fosae^  lai  the  Fr^och 


flag  be  hoisted  at  sun-rise,  you  will  b« 
all  prisoners  of  war,  but  sent  imroedi* 
ately  on  parole,  or  exchange  to  one  of  - 
his  Britannic  majesty's  forts. 

1  have  the  honour  to  remain,  $cc. 

(Signed)         £.  Hamelin. 
Copy  of  commodore  Lambert's  answer 

to  captain  Hamelin. 
On  board  his  majesty's  frigate  the  Iphi' 

genia,  before  the  Isle  qjf^  Passe,  AU' 

gust  2S,  1810. 
Sir, 

I  had  hoped,  and  was  almost  certain, 
that  the  honourable  proposals  which  I 
made  yesterday  evening  would  have 
been  accepted.  But  under  existing 
circumstances,  bis  majesty's  ship  the 
Iphigenia,  with  the  fort  of  the  Isle  of 
Passe,  will  be  surrendered  to  you  to- 
morrow morning  at  ten  o'clock.  Tbe 
French  government  will  undertake  to 
provide  sound  vessels  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  Iphigenia's  men,  with 
the  garrison  of  the  Lie  of  Passe,  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  English 
port  you  may  name,  in  a  month  hence, 
or  sooner  if  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to. remain,  &c. 

(Signed)  Th.  Lambert. 

Copy  of  his  excellency,   the  captain-^ 

general's  letter  to  commodore  Lambert .. 

On   the  frigate  of,   H.  M.  /.  and  K. 

he  Minerva,  Aug.  28,  1810. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honoiir  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  reply  you  have  made 
to  my  jitters,  as  well  as  the  communi- 
cation enclosed  of  your  correspondence 
and  proposals  to  captain  Hamelin.  It 
is  impossible  for  me,  Sir,  to  accede  en- 
tirely to  the  favour  you  ask  of  toeing 
sent  to  one  of  his  Britannic  maj^^sty^i 
ports,  with  the  crew  of  the  Iphigenia, 
and  the  garrison  of  the  Isle  of  Passe. 
But  in  order  to  give  you  a  new  proof  of 
French  generosity  and  loyalty,  I  conseat 
to  send  you,  in  a  month  hence,  eitnerto 
England,  or  to  tbe  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
in  sound  vessels,  on  condition  that  you 
are  not  to  serve  against  the  emperor  my 
master,  until  you  have  been  regularly 
exchanged  i  you  will  give  me  two  bus* 
tages,  which  I  shall  name,  as  a  pledge 
for  the  execution  of  the  last  article  of 
capitulation  which  I  grant  yon. 

If,  as  I  flatter  myself,  you  are  ready 
to  subscribe  t9  ^  above  coaditioat.  ^ 
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or 


in?ite  you,  coraraodore,  to  open  a  free 
communication  between  myself  and 
Mr.  Hamelin,  in  order  to  execute  as 
loon  as  pOi»sibIe  the  conditions  Which 
shall  be  regularly  drawn  out.  Ac- 
cording to  which  I  have  stated  iny 
authority  to  captain  Hamelin,  by  my 
dispatches  which  I  have  addressed  to 
him.  1  have  the  honour  to  salute  you. 
The  captain  general ; 
(Signed)  Decaen. 

A  true  copy, 
(Signed)        Bernabd,  sec, 

Dec.  22. — At  the  annual  election 
of  two  directors  of  the  bank  of  Ben- 
gal, Joseph  Barretto,  esq,  and  T.  D. 
Porcher,  esq.  were  selected  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

At  the  sale  of  the  company*s  Ma- 
deira at  the  import  warehouse  on  Mon- 
day, the  London  ^market  yielded  from 
500  to  510  rupees,  and  the  India  mar- 
ket from  425  tp  440  rupees.  About. 
200  pipes  were  sold.  The  Opium 
sale  commenced  to  day«  and  2,484 
chests  were  put  up. 

Dec.  26. — Late  accounts  from  Hin- 
doostan  contain  no  particular  intel- 
Ifgenccj  except  what  relates  to  the 
extraordinary  malady  which,  to  the 
dismay  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  the 
vicinity  of  Scindea's  camp,  continues 
to  afflict  the  wife  of  Appa  Kundrah,  a 
person  of  great  rank  and  authority  at  the 
court  of  that  chieftain.  This  lady  has,  it 
seema^  for  a  long  time  past,  been  trou- 
bled with  a  snake  between  her  should- 
ers, which,  at  the  expiration  of  every 
third  or  fourth  year,  puts  forth  its 
bead,  and  continues  to  torment  her, 
irotil  it  18  gorged  to  its  liking  with 
haman  livers.  The  livers  of  young 
children  are  deemed  more  particularly 
efficacioDs,  in  appeasing  its  ravetious 
appetite.  And,  such  is  Appa  Kandra's 
afiection  for  his  spouse,  or  such  his 
disregard  for  the  rest  of  human  kind, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  so  great  is  his 
inflnence  at  court,  that  he  has  obtain- 
ed permisaion,  to  keep  horsemen  con- 
stantly on  tbel6ok-out,  in  the  environs 
of  the  camp,  for  stray  children  or 
yonlhs  to  supply  food  for  this  snake. 
The  circnrostance  altogether  has  natu- 
Tally  excited  extreme  alarm  in  ^t^e 
Aeighbovbood  i  bat^  ootwitbitwadiD( 


every  precaution  on  the  part  ef  the 
inhabitants,  it  is  well  known,  that 
one  unfortunate  boy  had  actually  been 
caught  and  sacri6ced,  for  the  horrid 
purpose  in  question. 

The  real  disease,  to  which  the  Na- 
tives have  attached  this  fabulous  and 
revolting  theory,  is  suppossed  to  be  a 
cancerous  sore. 

BENGAL 

Occurrences  for  January^  1811. 

January  2. — Workmen  are  ^em- 
ployed in  the  construction  of  a  com- 
plete range  of  pucka  barracks  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  corps  of  artil- 
lery at  Dumdum.  The  buildings  are 
to  be  one  story  in  height,  are  to  be 
ranged  in  the  form  of  a  square,  and 
will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  the 
men,  (who,  during  the  season  of  prac- 
tice, have  hitherto  been  accommodated 
in  tents  only,)  in  the  course  of  the  en- 
suing  year. 

January  4.— The  detachment  un- 
der the  command  of  colonel  Brown^ 
on  service  in  Berar,  continues  to  pur- 
sue Gopaul  Sing  by  rapid  and  incessant 
marches.  They  nave  hitherto  failed, 
however,  in  their  endeavours  to  over- 
take I  he  main  body  of  that  cbieftain'a 
forces.  A  small  party  of  his  infantry 
was  intercepted  and  cut  to  pieces,  in  the 
morning  gf  the  2ist  ultimo  5  and,  in 
the  course  of  the  same  day,  a  body  pf 
bib  horse  was  descried  by  a  detachment 
of  our  cavalry,  and  the  whole  were 
destroyed,  after  a  pursuit  of  about  five 
miles. 

Major  Kelly,  with  the  light  detach- 
ment under  his  command,  has  moved 
from  the  cantonments  at  Lohargong, 
and  taken  up  a  position  to  co-operate 
with  colonel  Brown*s  force. 

Jan.  5. — The  whole  Battee  country 
has  surrendered,  without  resistance,  to 
the  force  commanded  by  colonel 
Adams.  The  principal  chieftain,  Za« 
betee  Khan,  had  delivered  himself  up, 
and,  at  the  date  of  the  last  accounts, 
was  in  the  British  camp.  The  troops 
were  expected  immediately  to  return 
to  Hansee  and  Kurnal. 

Jak.  7.— The  Modeste  frigate, 
i$  not  expected  tg  get  tp  aea^  be- 
Fa  ^ 
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fore  the  end  of  the  current  niontb. 
The  quantity  of  treasure  ordered  for 
sbiproent  to  Bombay  on  this  vessel, 
amounts^  in  all^  to  80  lacs  of  rupees, 
viz.  60  lacs  in  money,  and  20  lacs  in 
uncoined  bullion. 

The  follounng  correspondence  r^ecit 
much  credit  on  the  conduct  of  captain 
Hemvng,  of  the  honourable  company* $ 
ship,  Earl  Spencer, 
To  captain  G.  Heming,  commander  of 
the  honourable  company* s  ship,  Earl 
Spencer.    Public  department,      ' 

SlR» 

I  am  directed  by  the  right  honourable 
the  governor-general  in  council  to  irans- 
mit  to  you  the  subjoined  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  captain  of  bis  majesty *8 
shipLeda,  and  to  inform  you,  that  his 
lordship  in  council  has  received,  with 
the  utmost  satisfaction,  this  testimony 
in  favour  of  your  conduct  throughout 
your  late  voyage  to  India. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  St.  G.  Tuciilbr. 
Sec.  to  the  govt. 
Fort- William,  Dec,  28,  1810. 
fJ..St.  G.  Tucker,  Big-  Secretary   to 
government,  public  department. 

Sir, 
I  request  permission  to  submit  to  his 
excellency  the  right  honourable  the  go* 
vernor-general  in  council,  this  public 
lestimony  (from  myself  and  officers  of 
bis  majesty's  ship  during  the  passage  in 
charge  of  the  fleet  from  England  to 
Bengal,)  in  favour  of  the  honourable 
East  India  company^s  ship.  Earl  Spen- 
cer. 

The  vigilance  invariably  by  day  and 
night  preserved  on  board  her,    very 
soon  attracted  notice^  marking  all  cap- 
tain Heming*8  measures  by  a  zeal  that 
demands    this  distinguished    mention 
^f  an  active  tnind,  ever  on  the  watch 
for  opportnaities  to  promote  the  good 
of  the  whole^  and  as  certainly,  (when 
they  offered,)   rendering  conspicuous 
this  officer's  judgment  and  worth. 
I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
(Signed)         G.  Sayer,  captain. 
His  -majesty^s  ship  Leda,  Kedgeree, 
Dec,  15,  1810. 
(A  true  copy,) 

(Signed)  H.  St.  G.  Tuckb«, 
Sec.to  govt. 


JivuART  18tb.*  —  The  vajuahfar 
island  of  Ternate,  surrendered  to  bis 
majesty's  arms,  about  the  end  of  Sep« 
temb^r.  This  welcome  intelligence 
was  received  at  the  presidencyMate  on 
Tuesday  evening,  by  letters  from  Am- 
boyna,  of  the  b^inning  of  October. 

This  valuable  acqnbition  was  effect- 
ed by  a  small  detachment  of  the  Ma- 
dras European  corps,  and  the  crew  of 
the  Dover  frigate,  commanded  by  that 
gallant  and  enterprising  officer  captain 
Tucker,  with  the  trivial  loss  of  a  few 
lives  only. 

The  detachment  of  the  European 
corps  employed  on  this  service,  wai 
conducted  by  captain  Forbes,  on  whom 
the  command  of  the  island  had  devolv- 
ed. 

Jan.  20. — The  discontents  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Benares,  have  noc 
yet  so  entirely  subsided  as  the  previout 
Recounts  inferred.  Though  no  acta 
of  violence  had  been  committed^  and 
though  many  of  the  shops  in  the  city 
had  been  agafin  opened,  the  populace 
continued  still  to  assemble  in  tumoi- 
tuous  bodies,  and  to  shew  an  inclina* 
tion  to  oppose  the  introduction  of  \hm 
,ne>v  tax.  A  deputation  had  been 
appointed,  and  was  to  leave  Benarea 
on  the  19th  current  for  Calcutta, 
charged  with  a  representation  on  tb« 
subject  from  their  fellow  citizens  to 
the  supreme  government.  The  ex- 
pences  of  this  deputation  was  to  be 
defrayed  by  a  voluntary  subscription, 
which  had  been  raised  among  tht 
more  wealthy  inhabitants. 

The  proclamation  of  government  ad- 
dressed to  the  rioters^  was  received  at 
Benares  about  the  17th  instant.  This 
proclamation  was  to  be  read  to  ihrn 
mob  i  and,  in  the  event  of  its  failing 
of  the  desired  effect,  it  was  resolved 
to  disperse  them  by  force,  and  to  ar- 
rest the  ringleaders.  Some  dream- 
stances,  had  prevented  the  immediate 
adoption  of  these  measures  %  but  the 
delay  was  not  likely  to  be  of  long  da- 
ration. 

A  battalion  of  Sepoys  had  marched 
from  Lucknow  to  Benares. 

Fort  WiLliam,  January   25,^811. 
General  orders  by  the  ri^ht  hanourahle 
the  governor- general  tn  council. 

The  right  honourable  the  governor- 
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e» 


^•Benilin  •ooocil  has  the  Mtkftction 
coaBDOODce  to  the  public,  the«rriTal 
of  dispatches  brought  to  Madras  by 
captain  Barfow,  on  his  majesty's  f^i- 
gaile  ComeKa,  containing  the  intelli- 
geoce  of  the  surrender  of  the  isle 
af  Pmnce  to  the  arms  of  his  majesty 
and  the  honourable  company,  (m  the 
3d  of  December. 

The  details  of  the  operations  which 
terminated  in  the  achievement  of  this 
importaat  conqoest,  have  not  yet  been 
received. 

Order ,-»that  a  royal  salute  be  imme- 
diately fired  firom  the  ramparts  of  Fort 
Wtlliaqft,  and  a  feu  de  joie  by  the 
troops  in  garrison;  in  honor  of  this  oc« 
casioo. 

Bitra  Birtta  to  be  served  out  to  the 
troops  in  garrison. 

By  order  of  the  right  honorable  the 
governor-general  in  council. 

N.  B.  EOMOVSTOMB, 

Chief  sec,  to  gwi. 

The  ofliciai  dispatches  to  the  su- 
preme government,  were  sens  off  from 
the  isle  of  Prance  by  the  Thetiscruizerj 
ffirect  for  Bengal,  two  days  before 
the  Cornelia  sailed.  The  letters  now 
received  refer  for  the  detailed  account 
of  operations  to  the  letters  transmitted 
by  me  Thetis:  but  few  particulars 
sre  mentioned  m  the  advices  forwarded 
by  way  of  Madras. 

Jaw.  28.— The  right  honorable  the 
govecpor-genend  has  issued  invitations 
to  a  ball  and  snpper,  on  Monday  next, 
the  4th  of  February,  ''  to  celebrate 
^'  the  oonqoest  of  the  islands  of  Bour- 
<'  bon  and  Mauritius.*' 

Jan.  39.— Severd  ships  belonging 
to  Odootta,  Madras,  and  Bombay, 
were  en^ged  by  governor  Fkrquhar 
at  th^  Mauritius,  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  to  France,  the  late  French 
garrison  under  general  Decaen,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  capitulation. 

BaMARBs,  Jaw.  29. — Oudit  Narain, 
rajah  of  Benares,  a  man  remarkable 
for  his  firm  and  steady  attachment  to 
die  British  government,  has  exerted 
hie  infiocnce  in  the  present  instance  ; 
and  thonsandk  of  poor  wretches  who 
had  abandoned  their  houses  in  con- 
sequence ef  the  new  tax>  have  return* 


edto  Ae  dty.  All  the  topes  are  eva« 
cuated— the  shops  arei^m  open,  and 
every  thing  is  (Perfectly  quiet.  They 
have,  it  is  reported,  thrown  themselves 
on  the  merqr  and  justice  of  govern-* 
ment ;  entreating  most  earnestly  that  the 
condition  of  the  poorer  classes  may  be 
taken  into  gracious  consideration.  Had 
they  adopted  this  regular  and  respect* 
fill  mode  at  the  outset,  it  would  have 
done  the  holy  city  more  honor— but 
that  is  not  the  fashion  of  the  east. 

It  is  perhaps  fortunate  for  the  cause 
of  humanity,  that  the  friendly  offices 
of  the  rajah  have  so  efiectually  recalled 
these  deluded  citizens  to  a  sense  of 
duty. 

Mr.  Bird,  the  oisy  m^strate,  has 
signi6ed  officially  to  major  -  general 
MT)onald,  commandii»g  the  district, 
that  there  is  now  no  occasion  what* 
ever  for  the  presence  of  his  miQesty's 
67th  reeiment.  However^  the  gene- 
ral wishes  to  pause  a  littte,  to  see 
how  matters  go  on,  but  it  is  generally 
supposed  the  regiment  will  very  sbert* 
ly  return  to  Ghazipore. 

BENGAL 

Occunences  for  February,  1811. 

OEvaaAL  Oanaaa. 
Fbb.  1. — ^Major-general  Macan  re* 
ceived  great  satisfaction  fVom  the  re- 
view of  the  body  guard  this  morning. 
Then:  movements    were  correct  and 
rapid  throughout,  and  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  sword  exercise,  and  attack 
and  defence  at  speed,they  shewed  great 
proficiency  and    excellent  horseman- 
ship.   He  will  have  great  pleasure  in 
reporting  most  favourably  to  the  gover- 
nor-general the    sucoeMfol  exertions 
of  captain  Gall,  and  the  officers  of 
his  guard,  in  bringing  it  to  its  present 
high  state  of  discipline,  and  he  hopes 
that  the  service  on  which  they  have 
honora'My   solicited  to  be  sent,  may 
ofier  an  opportunity  for  the  display  of 
that  zeal  and  gallantry,    which    has 
prompted  them  to  seek  it. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  two  P.  M. 
a  severe  shock  of  an  earthquake  waa 
very  sensibly  folt  throughout "  the 
setd^ment.  It  continued  for  the 
apace  of  nearly  thirty  seconds;  tb-^ 
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motion  of  the  earth  was  more  severe 
than  any  thing  of  th,e  kind  ever 
remembered  to  have  been  eiiperienced. 

Fbbruakt  2.— a  deputation  from 
the  merchants  of  Calcutta,  composed 
of  the  following  gentlemen,  viz. 
Alexander  Colvin,  John  Palmer,  J.  D. 
Alexander,  J.  H.  Ferguson,  Robert 
Downie,  James  Mactaggart,  Joseph 
fiarretto,  John  Robertson,  James  Scott 
William  HoUings,  and  Johannes  Sar- 
kies,  esqrs.  waited  on  the  governor-ge- 
neral on  Saturday  last,  and  presented 
an  address  to  his  lordship,  on  the  suc- 
cess of  the  British  arms  in  the  con- 
quest of  the  Mauritius.  The  address, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  was 
read  by  Mr.  Colvin. 

To  the  right  honorable  Lord  Minto, 
'  Governor-General,  ^c.  Fort  fFilliam, 
My  Lord, 

It  is  with  the  liveliest  feelings  of  sa- 
tisfaction, we  now  most  respectfully 
address  your  lordship,  to  offer  our  sin- 
cere congratulations  on  the  capture  of 
the  only  remaining  French  colony  in 
the  east,  which  has  for  so  many  years 
past  been  the  source  of  devastation  to 
the  commerce  of  India,  to  a  magni- 
tude almost  exceeding  belief. 

The  accession  of  this  most  important 
place  to  the  British  dominions,  with 
so  small  a  loss,  most  strongly  evinces 
the  vigour  and  wisdom  of  the  measure 
adopte4  by  you"*  lordship,  to  secure 
the  object,  with  the  least  possible  effu- 
sion of  blood. 

Contemplating,  as  we  do,  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  French  Islands,  as  of 
the  very  first  importance  to  the  com- 
mercial interest  of  India,  and  to  the 
political  influence  of  our  native  coun- 
try, as  they  form  the  maritime  key  of 
the  East,  and  being  desirous  that 
their  conquest  should  be  perpetuated, 
as  having  been  achieved  under  yqur 
jordship's  auspices,  we,  with  that  view, 
take  (he  liberty  to  request,  that  your 
lordship  will  do  us  the  honour  of  sitting 
for  3  portrait,  to  be  placed  in  the 
council  chamber,  as  a  memorial  of  our 
gratitude  on  the  happy  occasion. 

We  ifurther  beg  to  be  honoured 
%vith  your  lordship's  company,  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th  of  February^  af 


an  entertainment  ^hich  we  are  wv 
licitous  to  give  to  your  lordship  at 
Moore's  rooms,  in  celebration  of  ihb. 
important  and  most  beneficial  event.     . 

"  In  conclusion,  we  beg  that  your 
Lordship  will  accept  the  offer  of  our 
most  cordial  wishes,  that  your  lordship 
may  long  enjoy  the  highl) -merited  ap- 
probation of  your  king  and  country^ 
with  the  blessings  of  health  and  happi- 
ness, in  all  your  private  relations  of  life. 
We  remain,  roost  respectfully. 

My  lord. 
Your  lordship's  most  obedient, 

and  humble  servants, 
(Signed  by  the  principal  merchants  and 

agents  of  Calcutta.) 
Calcutta,  January  31,  1811. 

To  which  his  lordship -was  pleased  to 
make  the  following  reply. 
Gbntlbmb!4, 

"  I  am  extremely  gratified  by  tbia 
mark  of  your  regard.  I  flatter  myself 
you  will  believe,  that  the  hope  of  ren- 
dering what  appeared  to  myself  a  bene- 
fit of  considerable  importance  to  the 
public,  has  been  the  sole  motive  which 
induced  me  to  undertake  the  measure 
of  which  you  are  pleased  to  take  such 
honourable  notice.  I  am,  at  the  same 
time,  by  no  means  ashamed  to  avow^ 
that  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  good 
opinion  and  approbation  of  the  public, 
more  especially  of  that  highly  respect- 
able part  of  the  community  which 
you  represent.  On  this,  indeed,  I  set 
the  greater  value,  ^  it  bears  the  testi- 
mony of  an  enlightened  body  of  men, 
that  the  event  which  has  lately  hap- 
pened may  be  expected  to  havs  a  salu- 
tary influence  on  the  trade  and  naviga- 
tion of  this  port  and  city,  as  well,  I 
hope,  as  of  India  at  lai^ge. 

*'  I  accept  very  gratefully  the  enter- 
tainment you  are  so  good  as  to  ofkr 
me.  With  r^ard  to  your  request  for 
my  portrait  to  be  placed  in  the  council 
chamber,  I  think  myself  much  honour- 
ed by  it,  and  shall  feel  a  pride,  as  well 
as  pleasure,  in  obeying  yo\ir  ^oQimands. 

^'  1  cannot  take  leave,  without  beg- 
ging you  to  accept  my  acknowl^- 
roents  for  the  handsome  and  gratifying 
manner  in  which  you  have  performed 
this  very  flattering  Gommission.*' 
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FoRT-WiLLiAM,  February  9,  1811. 
GenercU  orders  by  the  right  honowrahle 

the governoT'general  in  council. 

The  official  report  of  the  operations 
of  bis  majesty's  aftd  the  honourable 
company's  naval  and  military  forces, 
which  terminated  in  the  entire  reduc- 
tion of  the  Isle  of  France  and  its  de- 
pendencies, and  the  surrender  of  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  naval  force  and 
shipping  at  that  station,  having  now 
been  received,  the  right  honoorahle  the 
governor- general  in  council  is  pleased 
to  direct,  that  it  be  published  for  gene- 
ral information. 

The  governor-general  in  council  con- 
gratulates tl>e  British  community  of  In- 
dia on  the  achievement  of  this  impor- 
tant conquest,  which,  by  extinguishing 
the  |X>wer  so  long  possessed  and  so 
successfully  exercised  by  the  enemy,  of 
maintaining  a  predatory  warfare  in  the 
Indian  seas,  has  given  security  to  navi- 
gation and  commerce,  and  augmented 
the  sources  of  external  strength  and  in- 
ternal prosperity  in  this  quarter  of  the 
British  dominions,  while  it  has  added 
a  territory  not  less  valuable,  in  a  politi- 
cal than  in  a  commercial  point  of  view, 
to  the  colonial  possessions  of  the 
crown. 

'Ibe  governor-general  in  council 
avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  of 
publicly  expressitig  his  high  and  grate- 
ful sense  of  that  spirit  of  animated 
zeal  for  the  interest  and  glory  of  his 
country,  which  induced  his  excellency 
lieutenani- general  the  honourable  John 
Abercromby  to  accept  the  command  of 
the  troops  destined  to  undertake  the 
conquest  of  the  Isle  of  France.  His 
lordship  in  council  ascribes,in  a  material 
degree,  the  success  of  that  enterprise, 
to  the  indefatigable  exertions  and  pro- 
fessional judgment  of  that  able  and  dis- 
linguished  otiicer,  manifested  equally 
in  procuring  the  most  accurate  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  local  circum- 
stances and  defences  of  the  island  and 
its  capital,  and  in  his  skilful  and  jodici- 
ous  arrangements  for  the  previous  dis- 
position of  the  troops,  and  subsequent 
operations  of  the  field ;  and  his  lord- 
ship in  council  ful&ls,  with  the  highest 
satisfaction,  the  duty  of  expressing  bis 
fHiblic  thanks   and  acknowiadguaents 


to  lieutenant-general  Abercromby  for 
the  important  service  which  he  has 
rendered  on  this  occasion,  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  British  nation,  and  of 
the  honourable  the  East  India  Com- 
pany. 

The  governor-general  in  council 
also  considers  his  public  acknowledg- 
ments to  be  eminently  due  to  Major- 
general  Warde,  the  second  in  com- 
mand, for  his  zealous  exertions  and 
his  personal  courage  and  activity  in 
conducting  the  advance  of  the  troops, 
and  animating  them  by  his  example. 

His  lordship  in  conncil  justly  ap- 
preciates tbe  distinguished  merits  of 
the  several  officers,  whose  individual 
exertions,  have  obtained  the  honour 
of  lieutenant-general  Abercromby's 
particnlar  applause,  while  he  con- 
templates also  with  sentiments  6f 
the  highest  approbation,  the  ardent 
zeal,  and  bravery,  displayed  by  th% 
whole  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged 
in  the  attack,  and  their  exemplavy  pa- 
tience under  the  severe  fatigues  and 
privations  which  attended  their  ad- 
vance to  the  capital  of  the  Island. 
To  the  imposing  energy,  indefatigable 
exertion,  and  rapid  movements  of  the 
troops,  must  be  ascribed  their  unre- 
sisted progress  through  a  conntry  peca-  ' 
liarly  favourable  to  the  measures  of 
defence,  and  proportiooably  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  opersitions  of  an  inva- 
ding army. 

The  go>'ernor-genenil  in  councira 
satisfiiction  at  the  success  which  has 
crowned  the  efibrts  of  his  Majesty's 
and  the  honourable  company's  anna 
in  this  short  but  brilliant  campaign, 
is  enhanced  by  the  reflection,  that, 
the  less  wliich  has  attended  it  is  greatly 
inferior  to  that  which  the  difficulties 
of  the  enterprize  and  the  means  of 
defence  afibrded  reason  to  apprehend. 
This  additional  advantage  must  be 
principally  attributed  to  the  judicious 
arrangements  of  the  commander  of 
the  forces,  and  to  the  promptitude 
and  energy  with  which  they  were 
carried  into  effect,  by  tbe  brave  officers 
and  men  under  bis  command.  By 
the  united  effects  of  ability  in  the  plaa 
of  attack,  and  activity  in  the  execu- 
tion of  it,  the  enemy  was  happily  pre* 
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vented  from  forming  those  dispositions 
which  would  have  rendered  the  contest 
inor0  sanguinary,  and  have  added  to 
the  number  of  those  who  tive  fallen, 
honored  and  lamented,  in  the  service 
of  their  country.  Among  these,  the 
governor-general  in  council  observes, 
with  deep  r  »gret,  the  names  of  those 
valuable  and  distinguished  officers, 
lieutenant-dolonel  Campbell,  of  his 
Majesty's  33d,  and  major  O'Keefe,.  of 
his  Majesty's  12th,  regiment  of  loot;. 
Their  merits  are  well  known  to  his 
lordship  in  council :  each  has  closed  a 
life  of  honour  and  utility  in  the  hour  of 
victory,  to  which  they  led  the  way, 
and  their  loss  will  long  be  felt  both  as 

/    a  public  and  private  misfortune. 

Although  it  belongs  to  a  higher 
authority  to  bestow  the  tribute  of 
merited  applause  on  the  naval  branch 
of  the  armament  which  has  achieved 
this  important  conquest,  yet  the  go- 
vernor-general in  council  cannot  con- 
sider himself  to  be  precluded  by  the 
restrictions  of  official  form,  from  the 
brivU^e  of  publicly  expressing  his  ob- 
ligations to  his  excellency  vice-admiral 
Bertie,  for  the  alacrity  and  zeal  with 
which  his  excellency  seconded  the 
views  and  arrangements  of  this  govern- 
ment, directed  to  the  feduction  of 
the  Isle  of  France,  and  afforded  the 
advantages  of  his  personal  exertions, 
in  the  mariti.ne  operations  of  the  en- 
terprize,  and  of  testifying  the  high 
sense  which  this  government  entertains 
of  the  value  and  importance  of  his 
excellency's  co-operation,  and  of  the 
essential  services  xendere<l  on  this  occa- 
sion, by  the  several  meritorious  and 
distinguished  naval  officers,  whose  ex- 
ertions, with  those  of  the  seamen  and 
marines  landed  from  the  squadron^ 
have  justly  claimed  the  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  commander  of  the  mili- 
tary forces^  The  indispensable  aid  of 
the  navy,  both  in  the  measures  and 
arrangement  preparatory  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  enterprize,  and  in  the  dis- 

•  positions  immediately  connected  with 
the  attack,  has  been  afforded  with  a)l 
the  promptitude,  zeal,  and  professional 
ability,  that  uniformly  characterize  the 
conduct  of  British  seamen  on  every 
occasion  of  active  service,  and  have 


devated  the  naval  power  of  the  Bcttbh 
nation  to  its  present  height  of  glory 
and  renown. 

*  The  governor  general  in  coancil  can- 
not a4vert  to  this  subject  without  call- 
ing to  mind,  with  sentiments  of  jnstad« 
miration,  Ihe  many  and  important  ser- 
vices rendered  by  that  distinguished 
officer,  Commodore  Rowley,  during 
the  long  period  of  time  that  he  held 
the  command  of  the  squadron  em- 
ployed in  the  blockade  of  the  French 
Islands,  but  especially  in  the  operatioos 
which  attended  the  reduction  of  the 
Isle  of  Bourbon,  and  in  those  noost 
abte  and  judicious  exertions  by  which 
he  retrieved  the  losses  sustained  in  the 
gallant  attack  of  the  enemy's  frigates 
in  Grand  Port  in  the  month  of  August 
last. 

The  connection  which  the  eminent 
services  of  Commodore  Rowley  have 
with  the  late  successful  expeditions,  ap- 
pears to  the  governor-general  in 
council,  to  warrant  this  public  declara- 
tion of  his  sentiments  of  acknowledg- 
ment and  applause. 

.  The  governor-general  in  cooncil 
further  discharges  a  satisfactory  obliga- 
tion of  his  public  duty,  by  expressing  bit 
acknowledgments  for  the  zealous  and 
essential  co-operation  afforded  by  hit 
excellency,  vice-admiral,  Drury  in  sup- 
plying provisions  for  the  cobsumptkm 
of  the  troops,  in  providing  for  the  em- 
barkation of  a  considerable  body  of 
them  on  board  of  his  Majesty's  shipc, 
and  in  devoting  so  large  a  proportion  of 
the  squadron  under  hit  command,  to  , 
the  service  of  the  expedition* 

The  governor-general  in  council  also 
entertains  a  high  sense  of  the  solicitude 
manifested  by  hit  excellency  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  the  enterprize,  by 
proceeding  to  the  French  Islands  with  a 
view  to  afford  the  advantages  of  hit  ex- 
cellency's personal  co- operation. 

By  order  of  the  right  honourable  the 
governor-general  in  council, 

N.  B.  Edmovstovb, 
Chuf  Sec.  to  the  Gwt. 
To  the  right  honorable  Gilbert,  lord 

Mifito,  govemor»generalg  ^c.istc* 
My  Lord, 

I  had  the  honor  to  iofornd  your  lord« 
fthip;  io  my  dispatch  of  the  2l8t  ultimo, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BENGAL  OCCURRENCES  FOR  FEBRUARY,  1811. 


73 


that  although  the  divisioDs  from  Ben- 
gal aod  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  bad 
nqt  arrived  at  the  rendezvous,  it  had 
be«a  detemlined  that  the  fleet  shooid 
proceed  to  sea  on  the  following  morn^ 
ing,  as  from  the  advanced  season  of 
the  year,  and  the  threatening  appear- 
ance of  the  weather,  the  ships  could 
no  longer  be  considered  secure  in  their 
anchorage  at  Rodrignes,  and  I  did 
myself  the  honor  to  state  to  your  lord- 
^  ship  the  noeasures  which  it  was  my  in- 
tention to  pursue,  even  if  we  should 
still  be  disappointed  in  not  being  joined 
by  so  large  a  part  of  the  aroQament. 

Early  on  ihe  niorning  of  the  22d» 
yice>admiral  Bertie  received  a  coai- 
rounication  from  captain  Broughton, 
of  his  majesty *s  ship  Illustrious,  an- 
nouncing his  arrival  off  the  island, 
«.  with  the  convoy  from  Bengal.  The 
fleet  weighed  at  day-light  as  had  been 
originally  arranged,  and  in  the  course 
of  that  day  a  junction  haying  been 
frNToied  with  this  division,  the  fleet 
bore  up  for  the  Isle  of  France. 

Tlie  greatest  obstacles  opposed  to  an 
attack  on  this  island,  with  a  conside- 
rable force,  have  invariably  been  con-  > 
sidered  to  depend  on  the  difficulty  of 
V  efiectiag  a  landing  from  the  reefr 
which  surround  every  part  of  the  coast, 
aod  the  supposed  impossibility  of  being 
enabled  to  find  anchorage  for  the  fleet 
of  transports. 

These  difficulties  were  fortunately 
renooved  by  the  indefatigable  exertions 
of  commodore  Rowley,  assisted  by 
lieutenant  Street,  of  the  Staunch  gun- 
brig,  lieutenant  Blackiston,  of  the 
Madras  engineers,  and  the  masters  of  his 
majesty's  ships  Africaine  and  Boadicea. 

Every  part  of  the  leeward  side  of 
the  island  was  minutely  examined  and 
soiuided,  and  it  was  discovered  that  a 
fleet  might  anchor  in  the  narrow  pas- 
sage formed  by  the  small  island  of 
the  gaoner*s  coin  and  the  main  land, 
and  that  in  this  spot  there  were  open- 
ings through  the  reefs,  which  would 
admit  several  boats  to  enter  abreast. 

These  obvious  advantages  flxed  my 

determination,   although   I   regretted 

that  circumstances  would    not  idlow 

'      of  the  disembarkation  being  efibcted 

at  a  shorter  distance  from  Port  Locus. 


Owing  to  light  and  bafflkig  winds, 
the  fleet  did  not  arrive  in  sight  of  the 
islands  until  the  28th,  and  it  was  the 
forenoon  of  the  following  day,  before 
any  of  the  ships  came  to  an  anchor. 

Every  arrangement  for  the  disem- 
barkation having  been  previously  made, 
the  1st  division,  consisting  of  the  re- 
serve, the  grenadier  company  of  his 
n[iaje6ty's59th  regiment,  two6-pound- 
ers  and  two  howitzers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Warde,  effected  a  . 
landing  in  the  bay  of  Mapon,  without 
the  smallest  opposition.  ,  The  enemy 
having  retired  from  Fort  Malartic, 
situated  at  the  head  of  Grand  Bay,  and 
the  nearest  point  to  which  they  oc<- 
cupied. 

As  soon  as  a  suflicient  part  of  the 
European  force  had  been  formed,  it 
became  necessary  to  move  forward, 
as  the  first  five  miles  of  the  road  lay 
through  a  very  thick  wood,  which 
made  it  an  object  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tatkce  not  to  give  the  enemy  time  to 
occupy  it. 

Lieutenant  •  colonel  Smith  having 
been  left  with.his  brigade  to  cover  the 
landing  place,  with  orders  to  follow 
next  nvorning,  the  colunm  marched 
about  four  o'clock,  and  succeeded  in 
gaining  the  more  open  country  ;  with- 
-out  any  efforts  having  been  made  by 
the  enemy  to  retard  our  process,  a 
few  shots  only  jiaving  been  ^ed  by 
a  small  piquet,  by  which  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Keating,  lieutenant  Ash,  of  his 
majesty's  12th  regiment,  and  a  few 
men  of  the  advance  guard,  were  wound- 
ed. 

Having  halted  for  a  few  hours  du- 
ring the  night,  the  army  again  moved 
forward  before  day-light  with  the  inten- 
tion of  not  halting  till  arrived  before 
Port  Louis;  but  the  troops  having 
become  extremely  exhausted,  not  only 
from  the  exertions  which  they  had 
already  made,  but  from  having  been' 
almost  totally  deprived  of  water,  of 
which  this  part  oif  the  country  is  des» 
titute,  I  was  compelled  to  take-up  a 
position  at  the  Moulin  a  Poudre,.  about 
five  mWfis  short  of  the  town. 

Early  the  next  morning,  lieutenant- 
colonel  M'Leod  with  his  brigade,  was 
detached  to  seize  the  batteries  at  Tarn* 
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bean  and  Torhie  bays,  and  open  a  com- 
manication  with  the  fleets  as  it  had 
been  previously  arranged  that  we  were 
to  draw  onr  supplies  from  these  two 
points. 

The  main  body  of  the  army,  soon 
afler  it  had  moved  off  its  grouud,  was 
attacked  by  a'  corps  of  the  enemy, 
who,  with  several  field  pieces,  had 
taken  a  strong  position,  very  fiivoara- 
ble  for  attempting  to  make  an  impres- 
aion  on  the  head  of  the  column,  as  it 
sAswed  itself  on  arriving  at  the  end  of 
a  narrow  road,  with  a  thick  wood  on 
each  flank.  The  European  flank  bat- 
talion which  formed  the  advanced 
guard,  under  the  command  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Campbell  of  the  33d  re- 
giment, and  under  the  general  direction 
of  general  Warde,  formed  with  as 
much  regularity,  as  the  bad  and  bro- 
ken ground  would  admit  of,  charged 
the  enemy  with  the  greatest  spirit,  and 
compelled  him  to  retire  with  the  loss 
of  his  guns,  and  many  killed  and 
wounded.  This  advantage  was  obtain- 
ed by  the  fall  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell,  a  most  excellent  and  valua-  ' 
ble  officer  ;  as  well  as  major  O'Keefe,  ' 
of  the  12ih  regiment,  whom  I  have 
also  every  reason  sincerely  to  regret. 

In  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  the 
army  occnj>ied  a  position  in  front  of 
♦he  enemy's  Hues,  just  beyond  the 
range  of  cannon  shot.  On  the  follow- 
ing njornrng,  while  I  was  occupied  in 
making  arrangements  for  detaching  a 
corps  to  the  southern  side  of  the  town, 
and  placing  myself  in  a  situation  to 
make  a  general  attack,  general  De 
Caen  proposed  to  capitulate  ;  many  of 
the  articles  appeared  to  vice-admiral 
Bertie  and  myself  to  be  perfectly  inad- 
missible ;  but  the  French  governor 
naving,  in  the  course  of  the  same  day, 
acceded  to  our  terms,  a  capitulation 
for  the  surrender  of  this  colony  and 
its  dependencies,  was  fiiir^ly  concluded. 
Your  lordship  will  perceive,  that  the 
capitulation  is  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  spirit  of  your  instructions,  with  the 
tingle  exception  that  the  garrison  is  not 
to  be  made  prisoners  of  war. 
-  Although  the  determined  courage 
and  high  state  of  discipline  of  the  army, 
which  your  lordship  has  done  me  the 


honour  to  place  under  my  commatK>, 
could  leave  not  the  smallest  doubt  in 
my  mind  in  respect  to  the  issue  of  aa 
attack  upon  the  town,  I  was  neverthe- 
less prevailed  upon  to  acquiesce  in  this 
indulgence  being  granted  to  the  enemy, 
from  the  desire  of  sparing  the  lives  of 
many  brave  offlcers  and  soldiers,  and 
out  of  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  island,  who  hare 
long  laboured  under  the  most  degrading 
misery  and  oppression,  added  to  the 
late  period  of  the  season,  when  every 
hour  became  valuable.  I  considered 
these  to  be  motives  of  much  more  na- 
tional importance,  than  any  injury  that 
would  arise  from  a  small  body  of  troops 
at  so  remote  a  distance  from  Europe, 
being  permitted  to  return  to  then*  own 
country  free  from  any  engagement. 
In  every  other  particular  we  have  gained 
all  which  could  have  been  acquired  if 
the  town  had  been  carried  by  assault. 

During  the  course  of  this  short  ser- 
vice, the  enemy  has  not  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  the  army  in  general,  for 
displaying  the  ardent  zeal  and  anima- 
ted courage  with  which  every  indi^idaal 
is  inspired,  but  il  is  nevertheless  my  do- 
ty to  represent  to  your  lordship,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  men  of  everj 
corps  under  my  command.  The  officers 
and  men  (Europeans  as  well  as  natives,) 
have  cheerfully  and  patiently  submitted 
to  the  greatest  privations  end  fatigues. 
During  the  adrain:e  of  the  army,  the 
troops  were  unable,  for  the  space  of 
twenty  four  hours,  to  procure  a  suffici- 
ent supply  of  water,  but  this  trying 
circumstance  did  tK>t  produce,  a  single 
murmur  or  the  smallest  mark  of  dis- 
content or  disappointment. 

I  feel  myself  particularly  indebted 
to  lieutenant-colonels  Picton,  Gibba, 
Kelly,  Keating,  M'Leod,  and  Smith, 
who  commanded  the  different  brigades, 
as  well  as  to  major  Taynton,  the  senior 
officer  of  artillery,  of  whose  services 
I  was  deprived  by  a. wound  which  be 
received  on  the  day  the  army  occupied 
a  position  before  th«s  town. 

Although  I  have  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  zeal  of  the  heads  of 
departments,  I  feel  it  a  particular  dot/ 
incumbent  upon  me,  to  express,  in  the 
most  pointed  matmer,  the  obligat'ioas 
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which  I  owe  to  Dr.  Harris,  the  super- 
ioteDding  surgeon,  and  to  the  medical 
statf  in  general,  for  their  unremitting 
attention  in  the  discharge  of  the  iin- 
portaot  duty  reposed  in  them. 

I  have  received  every  assistance  from 
lieutenant  Gregory,  my  military  secre- 
tary, and  the  whole  of  ray  personal 
stafF. 

To  major  Caldwell,  of  the  Madras 
engineers,  and  who  accompanied  me 
from  India,  1  am  indebted  for  the  most 
able  and  assiduous  exertions.  Since 
his  arrival  in  these  islands,  he  was  in- 
defatigable in  procuring  the  necessary 
iDformatioc,  in  respect  to  the  defence 
of  this  colony,  ^  and  through  his  means 
I  was  put  in  possession  of  an  accurate 
plan  of  tlie  town,  some  time  previous 
to  the  disembarkation  of  the  army,  and 
I  trust  your  lordship  will  permit  me 
to  recommend  to  your  lordship*s  pro- 
tection, this  valuable  and  experienced 
officer. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  do  justice 
to  the  merits  of  major-general  Warde. 
I  have,  CD  every  occasion,  received  from 
him  the  most  cordial  co-operation  and 
assistance,  and  during  the  short  operav 
tions  of  the  army,  he  was  constantly  at 
the  head  of  the  column,  directing  the 
advance  guard,  and  animating  the  sol- 
diers by  his  personal  example. 

Tlie  roost  perfect  harmo;)y  have  sub- 
sisted between  the  navy  and  army, 
and  I  have  received  every  assistance 
from  vice-admiral  Bertie,  and  the  squa- 
dron under  his  command. 

The  arrangements  connected  with 
the  disenabarkation  were  conducted  in 
the  most  able  and  judicious  manner  by 
captain  Beavor,  of  his  majesty's  frigate 
Nisus,  and  during  the  subsequent  ope- 
rations of  the  amiy,  I  am  indebted  to 
bim  for  his  Unremitting  attention,  and 
aseidooos  exertions,  in  landing  the  ne- 
cessary stores  and  provisions. 

To  captain  Briggs,  of  his  majesty's 
ship  Clorinde,  and  captain  Lye  of  the 
Doris,  who  were  employed  under  the 
orders  of  captain  Beavor,  my  roost 
grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  for 
the  service  they  performed,  as  well  as 
to  the  officers  and  seamen  under  their 
cofflmaod.  * 


A  body  of  seamen  were  landed  firom 
the  fleet,  under  the  command  of  capr 
tain  Montague  ;  the  exertions  which 
were  used  to  bring  forward  the  guns 
through  a  most  difhcult  country,  were 
such  as  to  attract  the  admiration  of  the 
whole  army,  and  fully  entitle  captain 
Montague,  lieutenant  Lloyd,  of  the 
Africaine,  and  every  officer  and  sailor, 
to  the  highest  encomiums  I  can  pass  on 
their  conduct. 

The  battalion  of  marines,  under  tho 
command  of  captain  Lirondel,  support- 
ed the  reputation  of  his  distinguished 
corps. 

This  dispatch  will  be  delivered  to 
your  lordship  by  my  aid-de-camp, 
lieutenant  M.  Murdo,  of  the  Bombay 
establishment,  who  will  afford  your 
lordship  any  further  information  yoa 
mdy  require,  respecting  the  operations 
of  the  army. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 
My  lord. 
Your  lordship's  most  obedient. 
Very  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  J.  Abbrcbombt, 
Major-general. 
Port-Louis,  Dec.  7,  1810. 

We,  the  undersigned,  major-genetvl 
Henry  Warde,  and  commodore  Josiah 
Rowley,  nominated  on  the  part  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  by  vice  admiral 
Albemarle  Bertie,  commander-in-chief 
of  his  Britannic  majestv*s  ships  and 
vessels  employed  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  the  seas  adjacent ;  and 
lieutenant  -  general  honourable  Joho 
Abercromby,  commander  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty's  forces,  on  the  one 
part ;  and  Martin  Vandern^ssen,  ge- 
neral of  division,  member  of  the  legion 
of  honor,  and  commandant  of  the  troops 
of  his  imperial  and  royal  majesty  the 
emperor  of  France,  at  the  Isleof  France, 
and  Mr.  Victor  Duperre  Capitaine  dar 
Vaisseau  of  his  imperial  and  royal  tna- 
jesty,  nominated  on  the  part  of  Charles 
de  Caen,  grand  officer  of  the  legion 
of  honor,  general  of  dtvision,  captain 
general  of  the  French  settlements  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  on  the  other  part  $  being  seve- 
rally and '  respectfully  armed  with  fuU 
powers  to  settle  a  treaty  for  the  capi-* 
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talation  md  scuTttoder  of  the  Isle  of    annB  of  bb  Britannic  majesty,  do  agies  ' 
prance  and  all  its  dependencies,  to  the    as  follows : 

ARTICLE]. 


Ctue  les  troupes  tant  de  terre  que  de 
mer,  officiers^  sons  ofBciers,  et  soldats^ 
ne  seront  pdnt  prisonniers  de  guerre. 


Qu'Us  emporteront  tous  leurs  efku 
•t  baggages. 


Tbe  troops  of  bis  imperial  ^and  rojFal 
majesty  tbe  emperor  of  France,  ferm« 
iug  tbe  garrison  of  tbeisland  of  France : 
tbe  officers  and  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers, tbe  officers  of  tbe  imperial  and 
royal  marine,  and  tbe  crews  of  the 
ships  of  war,  shall  not  be  considered 
as  prisoners  of  war,  neither  the  ciTil 
authorities. 
ARTICLE  2. 


Tbe  troops  of  bis  imperial  and  royal 
majesty  shall  reta'm  their  arms  and 
colours,  without  ammunition,  and  aQ 
tbe'ur  personal  effects  and  baggage  to 
tbe  extent  of  that  which  apon  honor 
shall  be  declared  private  pri^rty. 
ARTICLES. 


Qu*i]s  seront  transport^,  ainsi  <flie 
leurs  familks  dans  un  des  ports  de  Tern* 
pire  Frapfais. 


The  troops  of  his  imperial  and  roy* 
al  majesty,  and  tbe  crews  of  tbe  ships 
of  tbe  Imperial  and  Royal  Marine, 
shall  be  sent  with  their  families  to  a 
port  in  European  France. 
ARTICLE  4. 


Que  pour  ce  transport,  Je  conserve- 
rai  les  quartres  frigates  de  S.  M.  Tempe- 
reur.  La  Manche,  La  Bellone,  La  As- 
tyee,  et  La  Minerve,  ainsi  que  les  Cor- 
vettes, La  Viector  et  TEntreprenant 
avec  leurs  ofiBciers^  et  equipages,  arme« 
ment,  et  munitions,  et  approvisionne- 
ttient. 

ARTICLES 


Altogether  inadmissible  :  the  crews 
of  tbe  ships  of  war  of  the  Imperial  and 
Royal  Marine  are  provided  for  by  the 
preceding  article. 


Qn*il  sera  joint  k  ces  batimens,  fix 
batimens  de  transport,  que  Je  designe- 
lai  pour  etre  employes  a  notre  trans- 
port avec  les  approvisionements  neces- 
saries pour  leurs  equipage,  et  passages. 


Ces  Conditions  agr^  Je  rendrai  la 
colonie,  et  tons  les  dependances,  les 
magazines,  &c.  &c  On  fera  une  inven- 
taire  de  tous  les  objets  qui  le  appar- 
tient,  seront  conserve  a  Temperenr,  et 
dresids  poor  rendre  le  toot  i  la  paui. 


Proper  vessels  shall  be  forthwith 
equipped  as  cartels,  at  the  expenee  of 
the  British  government,  provisionedand 
stored  to  convey  the  French  garrison 
and  tbe  crews  of  the  ^ships  of  war  to 
European  France :  the  same  vessels  to 
be  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  any  port  of 
England,  without  delay« 
ARTICLE  6. 


Tbe  colony  and  its  dependen 
shall  be  ceded  unconditionally,  no  pow- 
er being  vested  in  the  parties  cootnct- 
ing,  to  determine  its  future.deatinatioo. 
Inventories  shall  be  taken  by  com- 
missioners to  be.  appointed  on  behalf* 
of  tbe  contracting  parties  of  all  poblie 
magazines  and  stores  which  shall  be 
given  up  to  tbe  forces  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  in  their  actuid  state^  and  wkb* 
out  deterioration. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BENGAL  OCCUftRENCES  FOR  FEBRUARY,  1811. 


J7 


ARTICLE  7. 
Que  les  propridt^  des  babitans  telles       All  private  property  shall  be  respect- 
du'ilt  seroDt^  leront  respectds.  ed. 

ARTICLES. 
Que  leA  habitans  conserveront  leur  The  inhabitants  shall  preserve  their 

rdigioD,  loix  et  cootumes.  religion,  laws^  and  customs. 

ARTICLE  9. 
Qa*il  leur  sera  permis,  pendant  1>8-         The  colonists  shall  have  the  option 
pace  de  deux  ans,  de  jouir  de  la  faculty,     during  two  years  to  come,  to  quit  the 


de  quittei:  la  colonie,  avec  leurs  pro-    colony  with 
prietibs,  pour  se  rendre  aux  lieux  qu'ils    property. 
Toadront. 

ARTICLE  10. 


their   respective    private 


Que  les  blesses  qu*il  sara  oblige  de  lais- 
ser  dans  les  hospitaux  y  seront  traits 
de  la  meme  maniere,  que  les  sujets  de 
S.  M.  Britannique. 


Art. 


The  wounded  or  sick  that  it  shall  bo 
necessary  to  leave  in  the  hospitals, 
shall  be  treated  the  same  as  the  subjects 
of  his  Britannic  majesty.  French  sur- 
geons shall  be  permitted  to  remain 
with  them,  and  they  shall  afterwards  be 
sent  to  France  at  the  expence  of  \h% 
British  government. 
ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES- 
1  — ^Tbe  public  functionaries    French  garrison,  both  officers  and  men, 

well  as  the  officers  and  crews  of 


of  the  French  government  of  the  Isle 
of  France  shall  be  permitteil  to  remain 
in  the  colony  for  a  reasonable  period,  to 
regulate  and  discharge  their  public 
accounts  with  the  colonists. 

A&T.  2. — The  morning  of  the  3d 
December  instant,  at  six  o'clock,  A.  M. 
possession  shall  be  given  to  the  troops 
of  his  Britannic  majesty,  of  the  fort 
of  Dumas  and  the  lines  of  the  town 
of  Port  Napoleon  down  to  the  Bastion 
Fan&ron. 

Art.  3. — ^The  morning  of  the  4th 
December  instant,  at  six  o'clock,  the 
Isle  of  Tonndier,  Fort  Blanc,  and  the 
whole  of  the  batteries  of  the  harbqur 
of  Port  Napoleon,  and  all  the  shipping, 
both  ships  of  war  and  privateers,  and 
merchant  or  other  shipping  of  every 
description  whatsoever,  shall  be  given 
up  to  the  naval  and  military  foi:ces  of 
his  Britannic  majesty  5  and  all  shipping 
lying  in  any  other  creek,  port,  or  har- 
bour of  the  island,  shall  equally  be 
considered  as  the  property  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty. 

Art.  4. — The  troops  of  his  imperial 
and  royal  majesty,  and  the  crews  of  the 
shipe  of  war  and  privateers  shall  retire 
to  the  barracks  of  the  town,  where 
they  shall  continue  until  their  final  em- 
barkation. 
Art.  S.'-^Tlut  the  liubsistence  of  the 


as 

the  ships  of  war,  so  long  as  they  shall 
remain  here,  shall  be  assured  and  pro- 
vided for  by  the  British  government  ; 
the  expences  arising  therefrom  shall  be 
considered  as  an  advance  for  which  the 
French  government  is  pledged. 

Art.  6. — ^That  in  the  surrender  of 
the  port,  as  stipulated  by  the  third  addi- 
tional article,  all  English  prisoners  of 
war  of  whatever  description  now  in 
the  island  of  France,  shall  be  liberated. 
Art.  7. — ^That  if  any  difference 
shall  arise  in  the  interpretation  of  any 
part  of  the  foregoing,  it  shall  be  inter- 
preted in  favour  of  the  French  go- 
vernment. 

This  done  and  agreed  at  the  British 
head'-quarters    at    Pamplemousses,  at 
one  o'clock  A.  M.  the  3d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1810. 
(Signed)  Vanobrmassrn,  general  of 

division. 
H.  Wards,  major-general. 
JosiAs  Rowley,  commodore. 
W.  DU  Pbrrb  captain  de  valsseau. 

Approuvfe  et  ratifi^  la  presente, 
(Signed)  Lecapitaine  general, 
Db  Cabn. 
(True  Copy) 
Db  CoRTL0O0N,Sec.to  thecommisftion, 
(Signed)  Grboory,  military  secretary 

to  the  commander  of  the  forces. 
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Return  of  the  killedf    wounded,  and 

missing,  at  the  attack  at  the  Isle  qf 

France,  on  the  30ih  November,  \st 

and  2d  of  December,  1 810. 

KilcedT. — 1  lieut.-col.  i  major,  g  fcr- 
jeintt  aod  havildars,  i  drutnmcr>  S8  rank 
aoH  £le. 

WouMDED.— 1  licut.-co1.  I  major,  3 
licuteoantt,  5  seijeants  and  havildars,  1 
druromer,    83  ramk  and  file. 

Missing. — 1  Native  officer,  2  dram- 
meri,4S  rank  and  file. 

«      (Signed)       W.Nicholson, 
Dnp.  adj.  gen. 

N.  B.— One  teamen  killed  and  nve  wound- 
c;id,rnot  included  above. 
Names  of  officers  killed  andufounded. 

Ki L LE D.— liem.-col. Campbell,  33d  rcgt, 
^and  major  O'Koefe,  isih  regiment. 

Wounded.— Lieur.  col .  Keating,  56ch 
regiment. — Major  Taynton,  Madras  artillery, 
Jieuts.  Asbe  and  Keappock,  121b  regt.  aod 
Jones,  48th  regt.  (tlightiy.) 

Tniecopy.       N.  B.£dmonstone, 
Cbiefstc.  togovt. 
Fort  William,  February  Qth. 

His  majesty  having  <  been  pleased 
to  appoint  lieutenant  -  general  Forbes 
Champagne  to  the  st^^  in  India,  io 
his  advanced  rank  of  lieutenant-gene- 
ral, and  ipajor-general  John  Sullivan 
Wood,  to  the  staff  of  Bengal ;  lieu- 
tenant-general Champagne  and  major- 
general  Wood  are  admitted  to  the  staff 
of  this  presidency. 

Major-general  Hugh  Stafford  and 
roajor-general  James  Morris,  are  ap- 
pointed to  the  staff  of  the  Bengal  army, 
from  the  1st  of  March  next,  in  the 
room  of  major  -  geQeral  Macdonald^ 
and  major-general  Palmer, 

On  this  occasion,  the  right  honor- 
able the  governor-general  in  council 
is  pleased  to  express  in  public  orders 
his  entire  approbation  of  the  services 
and  conduct  of  the  respectable  and 
meritorious  officers  who  will  retire 
from  the  staff,  under  the  operation  of 
the  foregoing  orders,  and  in  conformity 
to  the  established  rulei  of  the  service. 

The  services  of  major-general  Mac- 
donald  have  been  repeatedly  acktvow- 
ledged,  and  were  noticed  with  appro- 
bation by  the  late  commander-in-chief 
lord  Lake  during  the  war  with  the 
Mahratta  chieftains,  and  especiailly  in 
the  glorious  and  decisive  battle  of  I^s- 
waree.  Since  the  appointment  of  ma- 
jor-general Macdonald  to  the  staff, 
fnore  than  one    occasion   has  arisen 


within  bis  command,  requiring  the 
exertion  of  firmness,  judgment,  tem- 
per and  decision,  and  his  lordship  in 
council  is  happy  to  acknowledge  the 
benefit  which  the  public  sen'ice  has 
derived  from  the  union  of  those  qua- 
lities in  major-general  Macdonald. 

Major-general  Palmer  was  appointed 
to  the  staff  of  the  army,  after  a  long, 
able,  and  honorable  course  of  service, 
in  high  andconfidential  situations,iinder 
successive  governments,  during  which, 
his  public  merits  were  invariably  felt 
and  acknowledged,  and  his  judgment, 
talents  and  experience  were  exerted 
in  securing  and  promoting  the  interests 
of  the  honorable  company,  in  many 
important  and  trying  conjunctures.  The 
eminent  services  of  major-general  Pal- 
mer are  well  known  to  the  public, 
and  occupy  a  distinguished  place  on 
the  records  of  this  government,  and 
his  lordship  in  council  experiences  cor- 
dial satisfaction  in  declaring,  that  ma- 
jor -  gener^rt  Palmer  has  manifested 
since  his  appointment  to  the  staff  of 
this  army,  the  same  spirit  of  zeal, 
honor,  and  attachment  to  the  public 
interests,  which  has  always  marked 
his  public  cotiduct. 

Fort  William,  Feb.  9,  1811. 
General  orders  by  the  right  honourable 

the  governor- general  in  council. 

The  right  hononrable  the  governor- 
general  in  council  has  recently  had 
the  satisfaction  to  notify  in  general 
orders,  the  gallant  atid  successful  attack 
upon  the  partizans  of  Gopaul  Sing, 
by  a  detachment  of  the  force  employed 
in  the  province  of  Bundlecond,  against 
that  marauder  I  and  his  lordship  in 
council  now  has  great  pleasure  in  pub- 
lishing for  general  information,  the 
following  report,  dated  the  21st  De- 
cember, (the  receipt  of  which  has 
been  retarded  by  accidental  circum- 
stances) of  a  further  advantage  ob^ 
tained  by  a  part  of  the  same  force 
under  the  immediate  command  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Brown,  of  the  Ist 
regiment  of  native  cavaliy,  over  a 
body  of  horse  commanded  by  Gopaul 
Sing  himself. 

The  professional  skill  and  gallantry 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Brown,  and  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command^ 
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•ntitle  them  to  the  distingaished  ap- 
pcobatioa  of  the  governor-geDeral  in 
council,  1)01  his  lordship  in  council 
contemp1ates,with  peculiar  admiration, 
the  extraordinary  and  indefatigable  ex- 
ertions of  the  detachment,  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  through  a  difH- 
cult  country,  in  the  course  of  which 
tl>e detachment  is  staled,  in  authentic 
accounts  which  have  reached  the  go- 
vernor-general in  council,  to  have 
marched  the  distance  of  iifty  miles, 
without  a  halt  for  the  purpose  of  rest 
or  refreshment. 

The  satisfiiclion  which  the  governor- 
general  in  oouucil  has  experienced  on 
this  occasion^  is  augmented  that  this 
successful  enterprize  has  been  accom- 
plished without  the  occurrence  of  a  sin- 
gle casualty  among  the  gallant  troops 
composing  lieutenant-colonel  Brown's 
detachment ;  his  lordship  in  couucil 
avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
express  the  jast  sense  which  govern* 
ment  entertains  of  the  unremitted 
'  zeal,  activity,  and  judgcnent,  which 
have  distinguished  the  ex<:rtions  of  the 
several  oilicers  engaged  in  framing 
and  conducting  the  operations  of  the 
several  detachments  employed  in  tlie 
pursuit  of  Gopaul  Sing^  and  his  ad- 
herents. The  military  arrangements 
for  the  execution  of  the  service  form- 
ed by  lieutenant-colonel  Martindell, 
the  commandingofficer  in  Bundlecund, 
have  been  highly  creditable  to  the  pro- 
fessional ability  and  public  zeal  of  that 
officer.  The  more  immediate  super- 
inteodeoce  oi  the  nK>vements  of 
the  several  detachments  devolving 
opon  lieutenant- colonel  Brown  as  the 
senior  officer  in  the  field,  and  the  ardu- 
ous duty  of  conducting  the  corps  un- 
der that  officer's  personal  command, 
which  has  been  especially  engaged  in 
the  coolinual  and  active  labors  of  pur- 
suit, have  been  exercised  in  a  manner 
to  merit  the  utmost  approbation  and 
applause.  The  vigilance  and  energy 
displayed  by  JVlajor  Kelly,  captain 
Watson,  and  the  other  officers,  com- 
manding divisions,  and  parties,  as  well 
as  the  persevering  exertions,  patience 
and  discipline  of  all  the  officers  and 
meo  ^aiployed  in  the  late  trying  and 
^Liguing  service^  bav»  8ttJ:acted  tbf 


particular  notice,  and  demand  the 
highest  commendation,  of  the  gover- 
nor-general in  council. 

His  lordship  in  council  further  deems 
it  an  act  of  justice,  on  this  occasion,  to 
express  his  high  estimation  of  the  es- 
sential assistance  which  Mr.  Richard* 
son,  the  governor-general's  agent  it> 
Bundlecund,  hasrenderod,  by  tho  judi- 
cious counsel  wnjch  his  local  know- 
ledge enabled  him  to  atibrd.  regarding 
the  system  of  measures  to  be  pursued 
by  the  saiutnry  exertiot^  of  his  influence 
and  authority  over  the  chiefs  of  Bun- 
dlecund and  its  vicinity,  an  J  by  the  as- 
siduous application  of  his  time  and  ta- 
lents to  the  execution  of  the  various 
and  complicated  duties  of  his  station, 
as  connected  with  the  arrangements 
and  operations  of  the  campaign. 

By  order  of  the  right    honourable 
the  governor-general  in  council. 
N.  B.  Kdmonstonk, 

Chief  Sec.  to  govt. 
COPY. 
To  iicv tenant' colonel  Martindell,  com' 

mandingin  Bundlecund. 

Sir,  Keitah. 

I  hnxe  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you, 
that  this  morning  I  bad  the  satisfaction 
of  coming  up  with  Gopnul  Sing,  near 
the  village  of  Killar}',  after  a  march  of 
about  fifty  miles,  he  having  marched 
about  two  hours  before  my  arrival  ;  I 
perceived  his  track,  and  determined  to 
pursue  him  with  the  cavalry,  and  in 
a  short  time  came  up  with  bis  horse- 
men in  a  thick  jungle.  A  number  ft  11 
on  the  first  onset,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  remainder  taking  refuge  on  a  hill 
covered  with  thick  jungle,  were  at- 
tacked by  the  infaniry,  who  arrived 
shortly  afterwards.  The  total  number 
of  killed  and  wounded  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  1  estimate  at  fifty.  No  in- 
fantry were  seen,  nor  is  there  any  casu- 
ally on  our  part. 

Gopaul  Sing,  as  I  am  informed,  be- 
ing refused  an  asylum  in  the  country  of 
the  rajah  of  Bewah,  returned  from 
Baroundah  on  the  20th,  and  encamped 
at  the  Hurdee  Ghaut,  on  the  bank  of 
the  Soone  river,  where  I  crossed,  and 
proceeding  on  his  track,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  succeed,  as  I  have  reported  ; 
there  are  somt  Sirdars  amoogu  tha 
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slain,  but  Gopaul  Sing,  I  fear,  has  es* 
caped,  owing  solely  to  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  which  was  covered  with 
'thick  jungle,  and  prevented  his  being 
particularized. 

In  this  aSii\r,  the  utmost  praise  is  due 
to  the  exertions,  both  of  the  cavalry 
and  infantry,  and  it  cannot  be  put  in  a 
stronger  point  of  view,  than  by  a  refe- 
rence to  the  length  of  the  inarch  pre- 
vious to  the  attack,  and  the  extent  of 
the  pursuit,  which  may  be  fairly  reck- 
oned at  too  n)iles  5  and  I  trust  they 
will  meet  with  deserved  consideration. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  Bbown  lieut.-col. 
Camp  Pulluneah,  Dec.  21,  1810. 

P.  S.  1  shall  have  the  pleasure  to 
write  to  you  again  to-morrow. 
(A  true  copy.) 
(Signed)  T.  Brown,  lieut.-col. 
(A  true  copy.) 
(Signed)     J.  R.  A.  G.  G. 

(A  true  copy.) 
N.  B.  Edmonstowb, 
Chief  Sec.  to  the  govt. 

FoET-WlLLIAM,    FbB.    16,  1811. 

General  Orders  by  the  right  honourable 
the  governor-general  in  council. 
The  right  honourable  the  governor- 
general  in  couiicil  having  received  the  ' 
official  report  of  the  reduction  of  the 
whole  of  the  Molucca  islands  by  the 
arms  of  bis  majesty  and  thb  honourable 
company,  is  pleased  to  direct  the  pub- 
lication of  the  following  documents, 
describing  the  details  of  the  late  bril-* 
liant  and  successful  enterprizes  against 
the  Dutch  settlements  of  Banda  and 
Ternate,  which  terminated  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  former  on  the  8th>  and  of 
the  latter  on  the  2Bth  of  August. 

His  lordship  in  council  considers 
the  rapid  conquest  of  a  place,  so 
strongly  fortified  by  nature  and  bj 
art  as  the  island  of  Banda,  in  the  face 
of  a  superior  force,  without  the  loss  of 
a  roan,  as  forming  a  singular  event  in 
the  annals  of  British  enterprize,  and 
the  governor-general  in  council  has 
great  pleasure  in  recording  a  public  tes- 
timony of  the  approbation  and  applause 
while  he  contemplates  the  distinguish* 
ed  zeal  and  gallantry  of  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  troops,  captain 
Nizooj  and  the  courage^  diicipUue  and 


firmoees  of  the  general  body  of  the  of* 
ficers  and  troops  under  his  direction, 
in  carrying  into  effect  with  such  signal 
and  rapid  success,  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions for  the  reduction  of  that  settle- 
ment, concerted  by  captain  Cole,  of 
his  majesty's  ship  Caroline. 

The  governor  -  getieral  in  council 
considers  the  expression  of  his  high 
commendation,  to  be  equally  doe  to 
the  gallantry  and  exertions  of  captain 
D.  Forbes,  and  oi  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  so  conspi- 
cuously displayed  in  the  attack  of  the 
fortified  places  on  the  Island  of  Ter- 
nate, under  the  general  superintend- 
anc9  and  authority  of  captain  Tucker, 
of  his  majesty*s  ship  Dover,  the  suc- 
cess of  which  was  followed  by  the 
surrender  of  that  important  possession 
to  the  British  arms. 

Although  the  restrictions  of  official 
form  exclude  from  the  cognizance  of 
this  government  the  merits  of  the  of- 
ficers and  men  of  his  majesty's  oand 
service  employed  on  these  occasions, 
yet  the  governor  -  general  in  council 
cannot  r^ain  from  acknowledging 
the  degree  in  which  the  acqubition 
of  the  settlements  of  Banda  and  Ter- 
nate is  to  be  attributed  to  the  skill  and 
exertions  of  captains  Cole'  and  Tucker, 
and  to  the  activity  and  zeal  of  the  <^- 
ficers  and  men  under  their  coromand. 

By  order  of  the  right  honorable  the 
governor-general  in  council. 

N.  B.  EDMONSTONBy 

Chief  Sec.  to  the  Govt. 
Extract  from  a  Utter  from  captain  Mr- 
on,  to  the  chief  secretary  at  Fort  St, 
Georgiy  dated  SeptembeTf'^-lSlO, 
The  senior  officer  commanding  the 
squadron,  having  resolved  to  make  ao 
attempt  upon  Banda,  in  consequence 
appli^  to  the  government  of  Peoang 
for  the  assistance  of  as  many  artillery 
men  as  could  be  spared^  and  also,  for 
some  scaling  ladders;,  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  latter  were  received 
on  board  at  Penang,  and  his  majesty's 
brig  Barracoutta,  was  dispatched  to 
Malacca  with  orders  for  lieutenant 
Yeates,  and  a  detail  of  twenty  non- 
commissioned rank  and  file  of  the. 
artillery,  and  to  embark  immediately. 
The  Caroline,  with  the  Kedaumtaise 
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aod  Mandarin  in  company,  saiM  od 
the  lOtb,  and  arrived  off  Malacca  on 
the  12th  of  June,  and  being  joined 
by  the  Barracoutta,  with  lieutenant 
Yeates  and  his  detail  on  board,  the 
whole  proceeded  on  the  voyage  east- 
ward, and  only  stopping  a  few  da)8 
at  Sooloo,  for  the  purpose  of  coroplet- 
jog  the  ships  with  water  and  fresh  pro- 
visions, arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  8th 
of  August  in  Banda  Roads,  not  a  single 
casualty  having  hap|)ened  during  our 
voyage  from  Penang,  a  period  of 
nearly  two  months. 

A  few  days  before  we  arrived  at 
l^anda,  captain  Cole  had  published  in 
orders,  a  plan  of  attack,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  t 
be  now  determined  to  carry  it  into  im- 
mediate execution,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose the  seamen,  marines,  and  soldiers, 
were  ordered  to  1  nd;  about  eleven 
o'clock,  commenced  getting  into  the 
boats  from  the  several  ships  ;  however, 
from  the  darkness  of  the  night,  aod 
tlie  weather  being  tiien  very  unfavor- 
able for  boat  service,  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  disembark  the  whole  force 
at  once,  and  consequently,  though 
the  derachntent  (with  the  exception  of 
a  very  few  sick.)  were  ready  and  anx- 
ioQ8  to  share  in  the  enterprize,  I  was 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
landing  with  only  about  fifty  men. 

The  boats  after  having  collected 
under  the  cluff  point  of  great  Banda, 
(about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  Qth,)  proceeded  to  the  point  of 
debarkation  on  Btfnda  Neiro,  apd  at 
four  o'clock  landed  (in  a  heavy  squall 
of  rain  and  wind,  to  which  I  attribute 
our  ultimate  and  happy  success,)  wiih- 
lo  au  hundred  yards  of  a  battery  of 
ten  guns,  which  wasiromediately  taken 
by  a  party  of  seanten  in  advance,  under 
th^  command  of  captain  Kennah,  of 
the  Barracoutta ;  a  serine  with  a 
small  party  of  seamen^  and  a  few  of  the 
soldiers  being  left  In  charge,  the  re- 
mainder proceeded  to  the  attack  of  Fort 
Belgica,  in  the  following  order :  the 
seamen  fallowed  by  the  soiling  ladders 
lb  front,  the  marines  and  the  detach- 


ment under  my  command  in  the  rear, 
for  the  purpose  of  covering  them  at 
the  time  of  attack }  from  the  near  ap- 
proach of  day-lichtt  there  was  not  a 
motnent  to  be  Tost,  and  accordingly, 
under  the  direction  of  a  native  guide, 
the  whole  advanced  with  great  rapi- 
dity along  the  rear  of  the  town,  and 
in  a  short  time  arrived  under  the  out- 
walls  of  the  fort,  which  was  earned 
by  escalade,  about  half  past  five,  A. 
M.  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 
The  enemy,  upon  the  commencement 
of  the  attack,  made  a  considerable  re* 
sistance,  but  the  covering  party  kept 
up  such  a  constant  and  well-directed 
£re,  that  they  were  sooa  drove  firon^ 
the  works. 

(A  true  extract,) 

N.  B.  Edmok^tonb, 
Chief  sec.  to  the  govt. 

To  captain  M.  H,  Court,  commanding- 
Ambmfna,  tf c.  ftTc. 

Sir, — I  have  much  satisfaction  in 
leporting  to  you  the  capture  of  tb© 
island  of  Ternate,  which  surrendered 
on  the  morning  of  the  31st  ultimo. 

His  majesty *s  ship  Dover,  with  the 
detachment  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
place  under  my  command,  arrived  in 
sight  of  the  island  on  the  25th,  but 
from  baffling  winds  and  calms,  a  land- 
ing could  not  be  effected  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  28tb. 

Being  in  hepes  that  a  single  ship 
would  not  have  excited  any  great  alarm, 
more  especially  as  captain  Tucker  had 
much  disguised  her,  it  was  determined 
that  a  landing  sht)uld  be  attempted  at 
night  near  to  Fort  KayoMeirah  (which 
stands  on  a  point,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  bay)  with  a  view  of  carrying  it 
by  surprise ;  for  this  purpose,  every 
preparation  and  arrangement  had  beon 
previously  madefor  escalading  the  walls. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  his 
majesty's  ship  Dover  stood  in,  all  sail 
set,  with  a  tine  breeze ;  about  mid- 
night the  wiud  died  away,  and  shortly 
after  the  land  wind  set  in,  upon  which 
the  detachment  (as  per  margin^)  was 
immediately  ordered  in  the  boats. 


•  Seamen,  32;  msriiMt,  36;   Madras  European  regiment,  64;  Artillery,  io;aoorps» 
mfivct,3s;  iDcUidrng  officctt,  174. 
Vol  12.  G 
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IVfy  letter  to  captain  Tucker  of  the 
Ist  Tpstant,  a  copy  of  which  I  have 
the  ionor  to  forward,  gives  a  detail 
€>{  its  operation. 

I  have  fully  expressed  my  senti- 
ments regarding  the  conduct  of  th« 
officers  and  men  employed^  and  assure 
you  that  every  exertion  to  combat 
fatiffue  and  difficulties,  was  cheerfully 
made,  and  every  one  seemed  only  de* 
sirous  of  pushing  forward,  in  order  to 
attain  the  ultimate  object. 

The  service  is  much  indebted  to 
captain  Tucker,  for  his  attention  to 
the  detachment  on  shore;  every  pos* 
sible  assistance  was  rendered  by  him. 
The  gallant  manner  in  which  he  laid 
his  majesty*8  ship  close  alongside  the 
diiFerentbatlerieSi  soon  bad  the  desired 
effect,  and  the  enemy  was  soon  'com- 
pelled to  surrender,  having  suffisred  a 
heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  par- 
ticularly from  the  fire,  of  the  Dover. 
'  Lieutenant  Cursham,  who  is  in 
charge  of  this  dispatch,  will  deliver 
to  you  the  colours  of  Fort  Kayo  Merrah, 
^nd  those  of  the  regiment  in  garrison 

here,  to  be  forwarded  .on  to  India :  he    ^er  my  command,  from  the  time  of 
i^  fully  competent  to  give  any  addi-    Us  leaving  his  Msgesty*s  ship  DoveTj 


TotBl  killed,  1  strjeaot  and  a  privaies. 

Ditto,  Wounded,  i  tieuteaaot,  iserjeaot, 

la  Privatci,  and  s  guide. 
Rdwm  •/  m»Hiit*d  wrdnmce  on  the  frriifiai' 

turn  of  Castle  Or«i»^f,F«r*  Kayo  MemUiy 

TiUo§k€9f    md  ike  tuOtcemt  Imtteries  oi 

TenMte, 

Brass.— ^  6-poundcn,  3  4-poQndcrs,  1 
l*poundcr,  4  i-pounders. 

Iron.— «  iS-poundcrs,  20  lapourdcn, 
14  g-poundcn,  146-pottnden,  ^4  4-pound- 
en,  3  a-pouDders,  3  1 -pounders. 

Brass.— >1  y-uich  Mortar,  1  4  diito, 
4  4-incb  Coboms. 

Total  9t. 

Dismounted  Ordnance, 

Brass.—*  4-pouDdcn,  4  i-poundcn, 
1  i  pouader. 

Irok<—s 6-poundcn,  la  4-poundcrs.  8 
&*pouoders,  2  i-pwindcr. 

Brasi.— I  4i  inch  Mortar,  a  4  ditto, 
'  1  5I  ditto 

Total  «9. 

(Signed)      David  Forbks, 
Captain  commanding. 

Ta  Edward  Tucker,  Esq.  c&mmamdhtg 
bis  Majesty's  skip  Dover. 
Sia, 
I  have  the  honour  to  detail  to  yon, 
the  operations  of  the  detacbmeot  un- 


tional  information  you  may  receive, 
not  only  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
island,  but  also  the  arrangements  en- 
tered into.  ^ 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  a 
return  of  the  killed  and  woimded,  as 
also  the  ordnance,  and  articles  of 
capitulation,  and  remain,  ice, 

(Signed)         David  Forbes, 

Captain  commanding. 
(A  true  copy.) 
(Signed)        M.  W.  CoiyiT. 

Captain  commandxng, 

Temaie,  Fort  Orange,  gth  Sept.  1810. 

Return  of  the  kiUed  and  wounded. 

K 1 L  L R  D. — Royal  marines ;  1  private,  de- 
utachment  M.  £. regiment,  1  serjcant. 

Wounded.— Royal  marines,  1  private 
teverely. 

Seaman,  1  Severely. 

Detachment  of  anillcry,  1  MairosJ,  $c- 
verelyi  since  dead. 

Ditto,M.  E.^rcgtmcni lieutenant  C  Forbes, 
a  Kvere  contusion  from  a  f^U  in  storming. 


3  Privatm,  icfcrely^' 
osliR 


iligh^iy 
Amboyna  corjis,  1 
tltjrhUy. 

f)aidci|  I  levcrclv. 


terjeantand  1  private 


until  hostilities  ceased  against  the  island 
of  Temate. 

After  the  boats  lef\  the  ship,  on  the 
night  of  the  27th  inslant,  every  pos- 
sible exertion  was  made  by  lieutenant 
Jefiries  in  charge,  to  accomplish  a 
Lnnding  before  day-break,  with  a 
view  of  taking  fort  Kayo  Meirab,  by 
surprize  -,  finding,  however,  that  so  dt^- 
desirable  an  object  could  not  be  eject- 
ed, I  directed  him  to  proceed  to  Sasa, 
(which  is  situated  bnehind  a  point  of 
land)  where  we  landed  without  moles- 
tation about  seven  A.M.  Lieut.  Charles 
"{Abes  then  moved  forward  with  a 
vls^  to  occupy  the  heights,  where  he 
remained  until  the  gun  and  ammuni- 
tion could  *be  brought  op  ;  this 
became  a  fatiguing  service,  from  the 
steepness  of  the  hills  and  deep  ra- 
vines. 

About  noon,  after  incredible  kboor, 
we  gained  a  commandmg  position  near 
the  sea,  where  we  rested  about  two 
hours.  Having  left  a  party  here  to 
keep  up  the  communication  with  the 
ship,    w#  proceeded  on  to  occupy  a 
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Leigbt  said  to  command  fort  Kayo 
Meirah^  and  which  was  pointed  out  as 
the  spot  taken  i^  by  the  English  iast 
war  3  but,  to  our  great  monification, 
on  oar  gaining  it,  we  found  that  the 
trees  had  grown  so  much,  as  to  pre* 
elude  entirely  our  seeing  the  fort ;  in 
the  mean  time  we  perceived  the  flag 
of  truce  hoisted  on  board  his  Majesty's 
ship  Dover. 

Being  determined,  in  the  event  of 
the  enemy's  not  agreeing  to  the  sum- 
mons, to  gain  immediate  possession  of 
Fort  Kayo  Meirah,  I  ordered  100  men, 
with  double  scaling  ladders,  to  be  in  rea- 
diness to  storm  >    the  moment  I  re- 
ceived your  letter,  inclosing  the  gover- 
nor's refusal,  I  proceeded  on,  about 
seven  o'clock,  P.  M.  with  this  patty, 
keeping  the  island  road ;  after  advancing 
some  little  way,  we  found  it  impossi* 
bJe  to  proceed  further,  owing  to  the 
immense  trees  cut  down  by  the  enemy, 
and  thrown  across  the  road.  •  1  then 
turned  to  the  right,  after  great  labour 
reached  the   b^ch.    and    about    ten 
o*ciock,  arrived  within  about  800  yards 
of  the  fort  undiscovered^     We  had  not 
advanced  fifty  yards  farther,  before  the 
enemy's  out-se*try  fired  bis  musket. 
Immediately  after  a  detachment  of  the 
enemy,  with  a  brigade  of  guns,  fired 
a  voilej  i   we  now  pushed  forward, 
keeping  a  fire  of  musketry  on  the  de- 
tachment outside,  which  drove  them  off. 
The  fort  now  opened  a  very  heavy 
^re  of  grape  and  musketry,  notwith- 
standing which  we  crossed  the  ditch, 
and  placed  the  ladder  on  the  fiank  of 
the  bastion,  on  the  right  of  the  bridge, 
imder  a   brisk  fire  from  the  opposite 
bastion.        llie  walls  were   escaladed 
and  the  ^^rt  taken  instantly,  and  an 
officer  and  sizty-eightprisoherssecured. 
As  soon  as  any  light  appeared,  the 
battery  of  Cot  tab  Parah  opened  a  fire, 
the  distance,  however, was  too  far  to  do 
any  damage. 

Understanding  that  it  was  opened  to 
the  rear^  I  ordered  lieutenant  Curshaia 
with  a  party  to  advance,  and  endea- 
vour to  gain  possession  ;  he  was,  how- 
ever, obli^^  to  return,  the  enemy 
having  turned  six  heavy  guns,  and 
commeaced  a  fire  of  grape.  In  CQn« 
sequence  of  your  having  communicated 


to  me  your  intention  of  laying  bis  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Dover  alongside  KotaBara, 
the  strand  batteries,  fort  Orange,  and 
the  town,  I  directed  lieutenant  Cur- 
sham  again  to  advance  with  a  six 
pounder,  and  take  advantage  of  your 
fire.  The  enemy,  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  threw  up  a  breast  work  across  the 
road,  defended  by  two  field  pieces. 
LieutenacTt  Curshatn  fired  a  few  rounds 
from  the  six  pounder,  advanced,  and 
carried  it,  then  proceeded  on,  and  got 
possession  of  Kota  Bara,  (ti>e  enemy 
only  fired  one  round)  and  turned  the 
guns  towards  the  strand  battery  and 
the  town,  keeping  up  a  fire  until  the 
fiag  of  truce  was  hoisted. 

1  cannot  express  to  you  how  much 
the  service  on  this  occasion  was  bene^ 
fitted  from  the  exertions  of  the  officers, 
viz.  lieutenant  JefTeries  of  the  royal 
navy,  lieutenant  Higginson  of  the  roysl 
marines,  and  lieutenants  C.  Forbes  and 
Curshara,  of  the  Madras  European 
regiment ;  their  bravery  was  conspicu- 
ous on  every  occasion,  and  the  success 
in  carrying  the  fort,  is  entirely  to  be 
attributed  to  their  great  presence  of 
mind  in  conducting  men  in  a  dark  nighty 
preventing  confijision  incidental  oti 
such  an  occasion,  and  tlie  gallant  man- 
ner in  which  they  mounted  the  walls. 

To  the  marines,  seamen,  detachment 
of  coast  artillery,  Madras  European 
regiment,  and  Amboyna  corps,  every 
praise  that  can  be  given  to  men  is  due* 
The  fatigue  endo^^d  by  the  seamen 
in  dragging  the  guo,  and  bringing  up 
the  ammunition,  was  great,  and  the 
six  seamen  who  carried  the  laddef,  are 
deserving  of  notice. 

I  have  the  faoncur  to  enclose  you  a 
return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  ;  I 
attribute  the  small  loss  on  this'occasion 
to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the 
quickness  of  the  advance  of  the  party. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Davio  Forbes,  capt.comdg. 
(A  true  copy.y 
N  B  Edmonstoks, 
Chief  sec.  to  the  govt. 
Terrtate,  Fort  Orange,  Sept,  1,  1810. 
GAZEITE    OF   THE    ISLE    OF 
FRANCE. 
ProClamatiok. 

In  the  name  of  his  majefty^  Geoise 
Ga 
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III.  king  of  the  united  kingdoms  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

The  proclamation  in  the  name  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  of  the  5th  Decem- 
ber, 1810,  having  announced,  that  by 
a  former  proclamation  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Isle  of  France  would  be  forth- 
with informed  of  the  way  in  which  the 
administration  of  this  island  would  be 
established  j  it  is,  in  consequence,  de- 
creed as  at  the  Isle  of  Bourbon,  as 
follows : 

Art.  1. — All  the  ecclesiastical  es- 
tablishments, and  those  who  fill  religi- 
ous offices,  shall  be  preserved  under  the 
British  government,  under  the  same 
laws  and  regulations  which  existed  in 
the  island  before  its  surrender. 

Art.  2. — All  establishments,  as  well 
judicial  as  those  of  the  police,  shall  be 
alike  preserved  and  continued,  durante 
bene  placito,  under  the  British  govern- 
ment, on  the  same  bases  and  rules  as 
before  the  surrender,  except  with  re- 
spect to  the  following  regulations  :  1st. 
All  sentences  shall  be  in  the  name  of 
his  majesty,  Georse  III.  king  of  the 
United  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  instead  of  ^being*  entitled  as 
heretofore.  2d.  All  the  decrees  of  the 
court  of  appeal  established  in  the  is- 
land, against  which  persons  might  for- 
merly appeal  before  the  superior  courts 
of  the  government  in  France,  shall  be, 
until  further  orders,  presented,  (pro- 
vided the  parties  who  consider  them- 
selves aggrieved,  shall  be  so  disposed,) 
to  the  governor  of  these  islands,  who 
will  decide,  after  he  shall  have  submit- 
ted them  to  the  judge  and  magi.strate 
of  the  colony,  for  his  advice  and  opi- 
nion 5  nevertheless,  in  all  cases  where 
the  parties  may  wish  to  appeal  to  his 
Britannic  majesty  in  council,  that  right 
U  permitted,  as  it  formerly  existed  with 
respect  to  the  court  ofaj^pcnl  in  Kntice. 
In  no  case  shall  any  ci<use  be  retcrred 
to  his  Britannic  majesty,  where  the 
judgment  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
four  million  pieces  of  eight. 

Art.  3.— John  Shaw,  £sq  bache- 
lor of  laws,  licentiate  and    advocate, 
has  been  appointed  and  commissioned 
judge  and  magistrate,  for  this  isiatid  and 
•  its  dependeticies. 

Art.  4.— AU  complaiots,  exfiept  for 


military  offences,  which  can  be  brought 
against  subjects  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, not  already  suboMtted  to  the  laws 
of  the  colony,  shall,  till  further  order,  be 
submitted  by  the  complainants  without 
delay,  to  the  judge  and  magistrate  who 
will  hear  and  examine  the  complaint, 
and  make  his  report  to  the  gpvernor 
who  will  determine  on  its  merits. 

Art.  5. — All  the  inhabitants  of  this 
island  may,  and  will  enjc^  the  same 
privileges  in  respect  to  commerce,  as 
are  and  shall  be  legally  enjoyed' by  his 
Britannic  majesty^s  other  subjects  ;  all 
persons  desiring  it  shall  be  inrormed  of 
the  rules,  regi^ations,  and  restrictions, 
which  exist,  relative  to  commerce,  as 
well  as  those  which  shall  be,  to  this 
end,  addressed  to  the  tribunals,  and  de- 
posited at  the  custom-houses,  which 
arc,  or  shall  be,  established  in  the 
colony. 

Art.  6. — All  the  public  function- 
aries formerly  employed  to  make  re- 
ports, will  continue  to  do  so,  from  time 
to  time,  to  the  beads  of  their  depart- 
ments, who,  when  they  submit  them 
to  the  goveifior,  will  take  care  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  the  situation 
of  the  colony,  as  was  the  custom  under 
the  French  government. 

Art.  7. — Whenever  in  other  parts 
of  the  administration,  not  hitherto 
mentioned,  government  shall  please  to 
make  the  necessary  appointments,  it 
will  be  invariably  determined  in  its 
choice  of  persons  whose  morals,  talents, 
and  fidelity  shall  be  particularly  known. 

Art.  8. — The  governor  will  receive, 
at  all  times,  either  in  writing,  or  in  per- 
son, such  just  complaints  as  the  inba- 
bitatits  may  have  to  make,  in  order 
to  redress  them. 

*     Lastly,  from  the  publication  of  these 
presents,  all  persons  shall  be  bound  to 
obey  them. 
Port'Louis,  IsU  of  France, 

2Sik  Dec,  18ia 

ITie  governor  of  the  Islts  of  France, 
Bourbon,  and  their  dependencies. 

R.T.  FARaUBAR. 

By  •rder ;  the  chief  sec  to  govt. 
A.Barrt. 
PROCLAMATION, 
In  the  name  of  his  majesty,  Vc. 
The  inhabitants  in  the  several  quar- 
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ters  of  the  island  will  appear  before  the 
English  commandtfig  officer  at  those 
places,  there  to  take  and  sign  the  oath 
of.  submissioo  to  his  majesty,  Geon;e 
III.  king  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

A  ri^ister  will  be  opened  in  one  of 
(he  offices  of  govermsent  for  the  inha* 
bitaoits  of  Port  Louis,  who  will  repair 
there  to  sign  it  betweei^  the  hours  of 
J I  in  the  forenoon  and  2  in  the  after* 
noon. 

Those  who,  in  twenty  days,  shall 
not  have  taken  the  oath,  shall  be  con« 
sidered  unwilling  to  do  so,  and  will 
therefore  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
depart  for  France,  at  such  lime  as  they 
shall  be  ordered.  Long  live  the  king. 
R.  T.  FARauHAR,  Governor,  &c. 
By  order,     A.  Barry,  Chief  Sec. 


NOnCE. 

From  the  representations  made  to  us 
by  the  prize  agents,  and  conforma- 
bly to  the  third  additional  article  of 
the  capitulation,  it  is  ordered  that  the 
owners  of  all  vessels  taken  and  seized 
in  the  toads,  and  which  ar^  become 
the  property  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
forces,  do  restore  on  board  ship  all  the 
rigging  appurtenances,  sails,  cables, 
anchors,  and  all  articles,  generally,  of 
this  kind  which  form  an  integral  and 
essential  part  of  the  said  ships,  ^d 
ilvhich  ought  not  to  have  been  taken 
away. 

R.T.  FARaURAR, 

Governor,  ike.  kc. 
Port  Louis,  Dec.  27,  1810. 


Madras  Occurrences  for  January,  1 8  lO. 


Jan.  1.— The  right  honourable  go- 
vernor-general gave  a  grand  ball  and 
fiupper  to  the  settlement  at  the  ban- 
queting room  of  the  government- 
house,  the  £oor  of  which  exhibited 
the  arms  of  the  honourable  company, 
surrounded  by  a  broad  border,  executed 
with  the  greatest  taste,  and  in  the  most 
correct  style  of  drawing. 

The  company  began  to  assemble 
about  ten  o'clock,  the  arrival  of  lord 
Minto  and  lady  Barlow  was  announced 
by  the  band  striking  up  God  save  the 
king.  His  highness  the  nabob  entered 
shortly  after,  wh'in  the  dancing  com* 
menced. 

The  snpper  tables  were  laid  in  the 
gallery  of  the  l>anqueting  room,  and 
were  covered  with  every  luxury. 

The  room  was  extremely  crowded  on 
the  occasion,  and  the  company  consist- 
ed of  nearly  the  whole  settlement. 

Jam.  2. — ^Thc  fiellona  of  twenty- 
eight  guns,  captain  Dupray,  fell  in 
with  his  Majesty's  sloop  of  war  Victor, 
Captain  Stopford,  on  the  second  of 
November  last,  near  the  sand  heads, 
and  after  an  unequal  contest  of  thirty 
minutes,  the  A'^ictor  was  obliged  to 


yield  to  the  superior   force   of    the 
enemy. 

On  the  igth  ot  November,  tlie 
Bellona  captured  the  Resolution,  Ca  p~ 
tain  Purefoy,  bound  from  this  port  to 
C  alcutta. 

On  the  22d,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  enemy  fell  in  with  the 
Portuguese  frigate  Minerva,  and  an 
action  commenced  which  lasted  above 
au  hour,  when  tl^  Bellona  xirew  ofi. 
On  the  following  morning,  being  in 
Latitude  19  North,  the  action  recom- 
menced, and  continued  for  55  minutes, 
when  the  Minerva  struck  her  co- 
lours. 

Tlie  enemy  captured  also  the  Arab 
ship  Fazeromany  from  Bengal,  and 
the  admiral  Drury  from  Escapilla  to 
Calcutta. 

Captain  Dupray,  on  the  8th  of  Dec. 
in  latitude  2  NorUi,  longitude  90  East, 
put  380  prisoners  on  board  the  latter 
ship,  ordering  them  to  proceed  to  the 
nearest  port,  and  the  whole  reached 
point  de  Galle  on  the  15th  ultimo. 
General  Orders, 

Jan.  13.— It  having  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  officer  command^ 
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ing  the  anny«  that  a  doubt  exists 
«*  whether  an  inferior  officer  is  obliged 
to  recognise  his  superior  in  any  other 
tituatton  than  on  parade  or  in  the  ac- 
tual exercise  of  military  duties/'  the 
4>fficer  commanding  the  army,  deems  it 
essential  to  the  discipline  of  the  army, 
and  the  necestary  support  of  military 
subordination,  to  explain  in  public  or- 
ders, that  an  ofBcer  is  at  all  times,  and  in 
all  situations,  responsible  for  the  con* 
duct  of  the  officers  placed  under  his  au- 
thority,  controul  or  command,  and 
that  it  is  their  indispensable  duty  to  re- 
cognize his  authority  by  an  implicit 
obedience  to  orders^  and  rigid  observ- 
ance of  the  respect  every  inferior  owes 
to  the  person  of  bis  superior  in  all  situa- 
tions in  which  tbey  may  have  it,  in 
their  power  to  evince  it. 

The  first  principles  of  military  dis- 
cipline and  subordination  arise  out  of 
this  practice,  and  officers  entrusted 
with  command  are  directed  to  call 
forth  the  most  exemplary  observance  of 
them  from  all  ranks  of  officers,  whose 
individual  authority  and  respect  amongst 
the  soldiery  can  only  be  maintained  l^y 
the  example  given  in  this  important 
discharge'of  their  own  duty. 

MADRAS 

Occurretices  for  Fdbruary, 

Feb.  17. — The  Venus  from  Penang, 
brings  accounts  of  a  most  gallant  and 
successful  action  fought  by  lieutenant 
,Kempthoriie  of  hfs  majesty's  sloop 
Diana,  of  12  12-pounders. 

On  the  11th  of  September  the 
Diana  perceiving  a  Dutch  national  brig 
of  sixteen  *  guns  and  4/  roed,  in  the 
bay  of  Mazardo,  lying  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  fort,  decoyed  her  out,  at- 
tacked and  brought  her  to  close  action 
—and,  notwithstanding  the  superiority 
of  force,  and  the  assistance  of  ^ve 
gun-boats,  which  had  been  detached 
for  the  purpose,  he  succeeded  in  cap- 
turing her  in  the  most  gallant  and  su- 
perior style. 

The  Diana  had  only  two  men 
wounded — the  loss  of  the  Zaphire  was 
the  first  lieutenant  and  four  seamen 
Jt'dled,  and  the  commander  and  one 
seaman  wounded. 

fatB.  26th.  —  Saturday  (being  the 


bst  Saturday  in  February)  the  gen* 
tiemen  of  this  pretideocy  educated  at 
Westminster  school  held  their  anni« 
wsary  meeting  at  the  pantheon. — The 
stewards  on  the  occasion,  Mr.  F.  Ga* 
hagan  and  Mr.  C.  Higginscm,  had  pro- 
vided a  most  elegant  dinner,  and  four- 
teen brother  Westminsters  sat  down 
to  the  celebration  of  this  festival. — Af- 
ter the  removal  of  the  cloth  the  gol- 
den poculum,  presented  to  them  by 
Warren  Hastings,  esq.  when  governor- 
general,  was  filled  to  the  btim,  and  the 
standing  toast,  "  Floreat,"  given  by 
the  senior  steward  with  three  times 
three ;  after  which,'*  the  immortal  me-^ 
mory  of  their  royal  foundress,  Ctueeo 
JSlizabeth  $*'  '*  the  universities  of  the 
united  kingdom."  "  Brother  West- 
minsters all  over  the  world.**  '*  Public 
schools ;"  and  several  other  app'«unate 
toasts  followed.  The  healths  of  the 
archbishop  of  York  and  bishop  of  Lon- 
don, the  duke  of  Bedford,  the  duke 
of  Portland,  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  chief  baron,  and  of  many  other 
illustrious  living  characters  educated 
at  this  great  school|  were  also  drank. 
The  party  did  not  separate  until  af^er 
midnight. 

Major-general  Wardeand  Mr.  H. 
Gahagan  are  appointed  stewards  for  the 
next  anniversary. 

MADRAS 

Occurrences  for  March. 

Mauch  1st.  —  The  armies  under 
colonel  Close  and  lieutenant-colonel 
Martiodell,were,by  the  latest  accounts, 
within  a  few  miles  of  each  other,  and 
would  in  all  probability  form  a  junc- 
tion about  the  l6th  or  18th  curt. 

Colonel  Close's  army  arrived  at  Se- 
ronge,  and  took  possession  of  that 
city,  without  opposition,  on  the  11th 
current.  Cokmel  Close's  army  is  com- 
posed oi  the  following  corps  : 

H.  M.  Sfid  resimcDt  of  light  dragoons, 

1st  regiment  Madras  cavalry, 

fid  ditto  ditto, 

4th  ditto  ditto, 

7ih  ditto  ditto, 

8th  ditto  ditto, 

H.  M»  34th  regt.  of  foot, 

soth  rrgr.Madnt  Native  infantry. 

ad  Bittalioo  of  the  ytb  fcgimem  ditto. 
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1st  baltttlioti  ofrtie  9th  rrgiment  ditto. 

1st  battalido  of  the  mth  regtmcnt  ditta 

1st  battalion  nif  the  161  h  regiment  ditto. 

2d  battalion  of  the  17th   egimcnt  ditto. 

And  abour  3000  o(  the  Mysorean,  and 
4000  of  the  Nizam's  horse. 

The  Ist  battalion  of  the  20th  regi- 
ment was  left  on  the  bankt  of  the 
Nurboddab. 

Dnriog  the  hitter,  part  of  its  march^ 
-the  armj  had  found  the  supplies  of 
provisions  niuch  less  abcuidant,  than  in^ 
the  earlier  part  of  their  route.  Gram 
particularly  was  very  scarce,  and  had 
risen  to  six  or  seven  rnpees  per  maund. 
Brandy  was  the  only  liquor  procurable 
hi  camp/  and  that  sold  at  is  pagodas 
per  dozen.  The  only  enemy  that  they 
bad  met  or  seen  in  their  long  route, 
was  a  marauding  corps  of  lindanes, 
.  who,  on  one  occasion,  succeeded  in  an 
enterprize  against  a  few  bullocks^ 
which  they  carried  off. 

Head  quarters,  ChouUry    Pkdn,  Sth 

March,  1810. 
General  Orders  by  Major -gen,  Gotudie, 
The  following  parts  of  the  confirmed 
proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial 
assembled  at  Bangalore,  by  order  of 
major-general  Growdie,  commanding 
the  army  in  chief,  on  the  Ist  day  of 
November,  1 8O9,  and  of  which  n^jor- 
general  Warde  is  president,  is  pub- 
lished to  the  army. 

CHARGE.  —  Lieutenant-colonel 
John  Bell,  of  the  Madras  artillery,  and 
late  conunanding  the  fort  and  gar- 
rison of  Seringapatam/  charged  by  the 
officer  comanding  the  army,  with  hav* 
ing  in  subversion  of  all  good  order  and 
military  discipline,  and  in  violation  of 
the  mles  and  articles  of  war  for  the 
better  ^vemment  of  the  company's 
forces,  joined  in,  and  headed  a  most 
dangerous  and  alarming  mutiny  and  se- 
dition, which  took  place  in  the  said 
garrison,  on  and  betwixt  the  30th  day 
of  July  last,  and  23d  of  August  fol- 
lowing ;  during  which  period,  the  ^r- 
risoD  fired  on  the  troops  of  his  majes- 
ty and  those  of  the  company  and  their 
ally  the  raiah  of  Mysoor,  and  seized 
on  the  public  treasuiy,  and  the  Keute- 
nant-colone],  John  Bell,  dedared  his 
feaolution  not  to  deliver  up  the  fort 
aod  garrison  to  the  proper  authorities. 


By  order  of  major-geueral  Gowdie, 
commanding  the  army. 

(Signed)      T.  H.  S.  Con\^at, 

Adjt.-gen.  of  the  army.^ 
Fort  St,  George,  Oct.  gtH,  I8O9. 
Sentence,  as  passed  on  the  ^th  DeCff/H" 
her,  I8O9. 
The  court  are  of  opinion,  that  th^ 
prisoner,  lieutenant-colonel  John  Beli, 
is  guilty  of  the  charge  preferred  against 
hiiQ,  which  being  in  violation  of  the 
articles  of  war,  and  subversive  of  good 
order  and  military  discipline,  they  do 
sentence  the   said    lieutenant- cdon^l 
John  Bell  to  be  cashiered,  and  do  fur- 
ther  declare  him  unworthy  of  evef 
serving  the    honourable  company  in 
any  military  capacity  whatsoever. 
(Signed)  H.  Wabdb,  major-general 
and  president. 
W.  Obmsbt,  deputy  judge- 
*  advocate. 

Revised  sentence^  as  passed  on  the  27 ih 
day  of  February,  I8O9. 
The  court  having  re-considered  the 
evidence  brought  before  them,  adhere 
to  their  former  opinion. 
(Signed)      H.  Warde,  major-general 
and  president,    • 
W.  Ormsb  Y,  deputy  judge- 
Advocate. 
I  perfectly  agree  with  the  court,  thftt 
the  prisoner,  lieutenant-colonel  John 
Bell  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  is  guilty 
of  the  crimes  charged  against  him  -, 
and  I  do  therefore  confirm  the  sentence. 
(Signed)     F.  Gowpre,  roajor-gen. 

commanding  the  army  in  chief. 
Although  the  officer  commanding 
the  army  has  confirmed  the  sentence 
of  the  general  court-martial,  which 
has  adjudged  lieutenant-colonel  John 
Bell  to  be  cashiered,  ^nd  declared  him 
unworthy  of  ever  serving  the  honour- 
able company  in  any  military  capacity 
.  whatsoever,  he  feels  it  a  sacred  duty 
he  owes  to  his  king,  his  country,  and 
the  service,  to  which  he  has  n6w  zea- 
lously devoted  forty-three  years  of  his 
life,  to  express  his  pointed  disapproba- 
tion of  the  punishment  awarded  the 
prisoner  ;  which,  in  his  opinion,  bears 
no  proportion  to  the  atrocity  of  the 
crimes  so  clearly  proved  in  evidence  on 
the  (ace  of  the  proceedings. 
Tlie    officer   commanding  Mysore 
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will  be  pleated  to  order  Mr.  John  Bell 
to  proceed  to  the  presideocj  immedi- 
ateJj,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  him- 
self under  the  charge  of  the  town* 
major. 
^grt  Si,  George,  March  gth,  1810. 

The  right  hoDonrabie  the  govcrnor- 
f  eoeral  in  council,  deeming  it  to  be 
expedient,  that  the  native  troops  of 
|6is  eatablithment,  now  assenibling  for 
foreign  service,  should  b^  distinctly  ap- 
prise of  the  probable  period  of  their 
return,  and  of  the  ^provision  that  will 
be  made  for  the  suf^rt  of  their  fami- 
lies, in  th»  event  of  casualties,  is  ac- 
cordingly pleased  to  announce,  for  ge- 
neral ii^roMtion,  that  their  absence 
from  the  coast  v^ill  not  exceed  the  term 
of  three  yea^s,  apd  that  the  families  of  all 
the  commissioned,  non-commissioned, 
rank  and  file,  as  well  as  of  public  follow- 
ers, who  may  cither  die  or  fiall  in  battle 
during  the  absence  of  the  corps  from 
this  presidency,  will  be  pensioned  on 
the  half-pay  of  the  rank  of  their  de- 
ceased relations. 

His  lordship  in  council  authorizes 
the  European  and  native  commissioned, 
non-commissioned,  rank  and  tile,  and 
public  followers,  to  grant  family  certifi« 
cates,  and  is  pleased  to  direct  that  the 
acDount  of  the  certificates  shall  be  in- 
variably discharged  between  the  Ist 
and  6th  of  each  month,  without  wait* 
ing  any  further  communication  :  also 
that  the  family  of  each  person  above- 
mentioned,  or  the  person  holding  the 
certi^cate,  shall  receive  the  amount  of 
their  family  certificates,  without  refe- 
rence to  casualties,  until  the  return  of 
the  corps  to  the  coaster  when  pensions 
will  be  granted  to  the  nearest  heirs  of 
those  natives  of  all  ranks,  who  may 
have  died,*or  been  killed  in  baiile. 

His  lordship  ia  council  direct#  that 
an  advance  of  two  months  pay  be  is- , 
sued  to  all  ranks,  European  and  native, 
exclusive  of  their  arrears,  and  pay  for 
the  current  month,  to  enable  them  to 
provide  necessaries  for  the  voyage,  and 
to  defray  tbeexpence  their  families  will 
incur  in  proceeding  to  the  several  sta* 
tions  where  they  may  wish  to  reside. 

Full  batta  and  rations  agreeably  to  a 
table  which  will  be  fontked,  will  be  al- 
pwed  to  the  native  troops  and  public 


follower  during  the  service,  and  wkh 
the  view  of  adding  to  thefr  comfort 
while  engaged  on  the  expedition.  His 
lordship  irt  council  has  authorized  the 
issue  of  broad  cloth  watch  cloaks  and 
pantaloons  to  all  the  native  troops  em- 
ployed on  this  occasion. 

General  Orders. 

Head-quarters  of  tlie  army.   Choultry 

Plain,  TOtk  March,  1810. 

G.  O.  By  major-general  Gowdie. 

Further  extracts  from  the  proceedings 
of  a  general  court-martidi  assembled  at 
Bangalore  on  the  1st  day  of  Novem- 
ber, J  8O9,  and  of  which  mnjor-general 
Warde  is  president,  are  published  to 
the  army. 

Lieutenant-colonel  John  D^veton, 
of  the  8th  regiment  native  cavalry, 
and  late  comnuinding  the  detachment 
of  troops  serving  nt  the  frontier  station 
of  Jaulna,  ordered  in  arrest  by  the 
officer  commanding  the  army,  on  the 
following  charges : 

Charge  1.— For  conduct  subversive 
of  all  good  order  and  military  discipline, 
and  in  breach  of  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  for  the  better  government  of 
the  company's  forces,  by  having,  in 
violation  of  his  duty^  and  the  great 
trust  reposed  in  him,  as  commanding  a 
most  important  and  criticaily-situaicd 
frontier  station,  shamefully  abandoned 
the  post  committed  to  his  charge,  by 
moving  his  detachment  from  the  sU- 
tion  of  Jaulna  on  the  14th  of  August 
last,  and  wiih  a  mutinous  and  seditious 
design  against  the  existing  government 
o|'  Fort  St  G<:orge. 

2d.— For  having,  previously  to  his 
march,  used  endeavours  to  stir  up  and 
excite  the  troops  under  his  command, 
to  join  in  a  mutiny  and  sedition  against 
the  existing  government  of  Fort  St, 
George. 

3d.-*- For  having  affixed  his  name 
to  a  mutinous  and  seditions  paper, 
styled  The  Declaration,  expressive  of 
the  intentions  with  which  the  force  had 
commenced  their  enarch. 

By  order  of  major-general  Gowdie, 
commanding  the  army. 

(Signed)      T.  H.  S.  Conwat, 

Adjutant-general. 

f^t  St,  George,  Qlh  Oct 
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Sentence,  as  pataed  on  ike  5ih  day  of 
February,  1810. 

The  court  are  of  opinioD  that  the 
pHsoner,  lieutenant  colonel  John  Do- 
veton  is  not  guiliy  of  the  charges  pre- 
fened  against  him,  and  do,  in  the 
moat  full  and  roo6t  honourable  man- 
ner,  acquit  him  of  all  and  every  part 
thereof. 

(Signed)     Henry  Wardb, 
Major-General  and  President. , 
(Signed;     William  Ormsby, 

Deputy  Judge  Advocate. 
Revised  sentence,  as  passed  tJie  li^lk 
day  of  February,  J  9 1 0 . 

The  court,  in  obedience  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  officer  commanding  the 
army,  having  reconsidered  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  brought  before  them, 
do  not  find  any  reasons  to  alter  their 
former  opinion. 

(Signed)     Hbnry  Wakde, 
Major-Genernl  and  PrebiUent. 
(Signed)     William  Ormsby, 

Deputy  Judge  Advocate. 

The  officer  commanding  the  army 
has  deeply  to  lament  that  he  cannot 
subscribe  his  approbation  to  the  above 
sentence.  The  prisoner  has  rented 
his  defence  on  the  pretext  of  Slaving 
joined  in  the  mutiny  for  the  purpose 
o'l' preventing  the  excesses  of  his  men. 
Put  the  articles  of  war  having  express- 
ly excluded  such  plea,  it  is  impossible 
to  warrant  an  acquittal  in  oj^poiiiiion 
to  the  very  leiier  of  the  law  itself. 

A  secf^nd  ground  of  the  prisoner's 
defence  apjiears  to  be  a  private  and 
continent iai  letter  from  captaai  Syden- 
ham, the  resident  at  Hyderabad,  re- 
commending to  lieutenant -colonel  Do- 
ve tun  to  adopt  the  abpve  conduct « 
Advice  conirary  to  law  can  never  con- 
stitute an  authority  lor  criminal  acts, 
let  it  come  from  what  quarter  it  will. 
But  the  letter  in  question  was  alto- 
gether unofficial,  {^^ing  marked  con- 
^ential,  and  not  only  not  reported 
to  government,  but  seemingly  care- 
fully concealed  by  both  parties  from 
its  knowledge,  until  the  moment  it 
was  produced  in  court  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Doveton^  as  a  document  of 
his  defence. 

A  court  m^ial  may  indeed  dis- 
charge a  prisQoer  firom  the  legal  penal- 


ty ;  but  how  far  the  party  shall  be  * 
again  employed  is  a  separate  question. 
An  officer  who  could  conceive  him- 
self justified  in  putting  himself  at  the 
head  of  a  mutiny  on  the  mere  sug- 
gestions of  atiother,  or  on  any  pretext 
whatever,  can  never,  in  the  opinion 
of  .major-general  Gowdie,  be  thought 
fit  to  be  again  entrusted  with  any 
important  command,  fie  feels  him- 
«elJf,  therefcHfi,  hiiperioi\sly  called  on 
to  recommend  to  government,  that  * 
lieutenant  colonel »  Doveroii  may  be 
removed  from  the  exercise  of  ^ll  mili- 
tary functions,  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  court  of  directors  sjiall  be  taken 
on  his  case,  allowing  him,  in  tl>e 
mean  time,  to  draw  his  proper  allow- 
ances. 

Lieutenant-colonel  John  Doveton 
released  from  an  est. 

The  above  order  to  be  reid  at  the 
head  of  every  regiment  and  baitaLioii 
on  the  establishment. 

Gbnehal  Orders. 
Head  quarttrs  of'  the  Army  :  Ciiouttry 
Plain,  2\ St  March,  1810. 

The  right  honourab'e  the  gover- 
nor-general in  council  having  address- 
ed the  subjoined  orders  to  major-ge- 
neral Gowdie,  commanding  the  army, 
to  be  published  to  the  army,  they  arm 
accordingly  published  in  military  or- 
ders. 

Fort  St, George,  2 1  st  March,  1810. 

G.  O.  By  government. 

The  officer  commanding  the  army 
having  laid  before  the  governor-ge- 
neral in  council  the  proceedings  of  a 
general  court  martial  on  the  trial  of 
lieu  tenant- colonel  Doveton,  and  hav- 
ing recommended  that  lieutenant- 
colonel  Doveton  shall  be  suspended 
from  the  exercise  of  his  tnilitacy  func- 
tions, receiving  the  pay  and  allow- 
ance of  his  rank,  until  the  honour- 
able the  court  of  directors  shall  sig- 
nify their  pleasure  upon  a  case  so  im- 
portant and  extraordinary ;  his  lord- 
ship in  council  has  taken  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  said  court  martial  into  the 
most  serious  consideration ;  and  as 
well  in  deference  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  officer  commanding  the 
army  I  as  from  entire  concurience  with 
his  seotimcnti,  has  resolved  to  trans- 
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mit  the  proceedings  to  the  honourable 
the  court  of  directors  by  the  earliest 
opportunity.  His  lordship  in  council 
h  further  pleased  to  order^  that  lieu- 
tenanti>eolonel  Doveton,  shall  be  sus- 
pended from  the  exercise  of  bis  Inili- 
ur}' functions,  receiving  the  pay  and 
allowances  of  his  rank,  until  the  plea*- 
sure  of  the  honourable  court  shall  be 
known. 

The  governor-general  in  council 
cannot  without  extreme  regret^  pub- 
lish to  the  army  a  formal  dissent  from 
the  judgment  of  a  tribunal,  so  much  ^ 
entitled,  from  the  ends  and  nature  of 
its  institution,  to  respect,  as  a  gener^ 
court  martial ;  but  no  establishment, 
devised  and  administered  by  men,  can 
be  exempt  from  human  fallibility  ; 
and  the  consequences  which  must  re- 
sult from  a  tacit  sanction  of  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  this  erroneous  judg- 
ment must  have  been  founded,  appear 
to  the  governor-general  in  council  sd 
fundamentally  subversive  of  every  se- 
curity which  (he  law  has  wisely  and 
providentally  supplied  against  the 
greatest  danger  with  which  society  can 
be  menaced,  that  all  the  subordinate 
considerations  of  delicacy  towards  pub- 
lic bodies,  or  tenderness  towards  indivi- 
"viduals,  which  might  properly  weigh 
in  ordinary  cases,  must  yield  to  the 
higher  and  paramount  duty  of  provid- 
ing for  the  permanent  tranquillity  and 
safety  of  the  public. 

The  governor-general  in  council 
cannot,  therefore,  too  distinctly  avow 
his  entire  concurrence  in  the  senti- 
ments of  the  officer  commanding 
the  army  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
his  lordship  in  council  will  ever  ac- 
knowledge the  deep  obligations  of  the 
British  empire  at  large,  as  well  as  of 
this  portion  of  it,  to  the  firmness  and 
energy  with  which  major-gen.  Gowdie 
has, with  personal  reluctance,  no  doubt, 
but  with  a  manly  devotion  to  his  public 
duty,  q>posed  the  establishment  of 
false  and  uniDilitary  principles,  by  with- 
holding his  confirmation  of  a  sentence 
from  which  they  would  hereafter 
claim  support ;  and  has  counteracted 
their  pernicious  tenddbcy  by  a  solemn 
assertion  of  those  civU  and  miiitar]^ 
teneta  which  the  legislature  has,  on  thit 


branch  of  our  public  duties,  exclu- 
sively acknowledged,  as  conformable 
with  the  juster  notions  of  thennilitary 
character,  or  compatible  with  military 
trust.  Those  cardinal  maxims  are, 
that  in  every  calamitous  case  of  mu- 
tiny and  revolt,  whether  partial  or  ge- 
neral, "  or,  on  whatever  pr^cxt," 
that  monstrous  offence  may  seek  to 
justify  itself;  the  first  obligation  of 
every  olAcer  and  soldier,  is  to  oppose 
its  progress  by  every  effort  of  persua- 
sion. His  second  is,  to  separate  him- 
self from  the  guilty;  and  the  last 
and  most  sacred  is.  to  join  the  ttand* 
ard  of  his  swercign,  his  employers, 
and  his  duty,  and  to  strain  every  nerve 
of  zeal,  activity,  and  courage,  in  sub- 
duing the  criminal  party. 

It  is  \n  conformity  with  these  just 
and  important  principles,  and  with'  a 
lively  senseoftheirpowerfulanddecisive 
influence  on  the  discipline  o(  armies, 
and  safety  of  the  state,  that  the  gover- 
nor-general in  council  has  deemed  it 
expedient  and  necessary  to  adopt  the 
firm  and  judicious  advice  of  the  officer 
commanding  the  army,  and  to  pott* 
pone  the  indulgence  of  personal  dispo- 
sition, and  every  other  inferior  motive, 
to  the  more  sacred  care  of  providing, 
in  an  extraordinary  conjuncture,  for 
the  interests  and  security  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

By  order  of  the  right  honourable 
the  governor-general  in  council, 

(Signed;         A.  Falcokar, 

Chief  Sec.  to  Govt, 

By  order  of  major-geneml  Gowdie, 
commanding  the  army. 

Mabch  28. — By  a  late  arrival  from 
the  gulph,  letters  have  been  received 
firom  captain  Mearing,  of  the  ship 
Euphrates,  relatthg  the  fortunate  es- 
cape of  that  vessel  from  an  enemy's 
cruizer.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  the  accounts  now  received. 

''  Close  to  the  tombs,  March  the 
5th.  On  Sunday  the  2l8t  Jantiary, 
in  latitude  17^-00'  North,  longitude 
87^  30  East,  at  half  past  one,  P.  M. 
steering  S.  S.  W.  with  a  light  breeze, 
firom  W.  N.  W.  the  man  at  the  mast 
head  reported  a  sail  in  sight,  a  pcnnt 
befi^rethe  lee  beam,  bearing^.  £.  by 
£,  and  ftanding   to  the  southward. 
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At  half  past  three,  F.  M.  the  stranger 
bauled  hit  wiDd,and  stood  directlj  for 
ias.  We  parsued  oar  course,  and  at 
seven,  P.  M.  was  about  four  miles 
dirfBctly  astern,  and  in  chase  of  us. 
During  the  night,  we  had  light  winds, 
and  we  could  perceive  with  the  glass, 
that  we  distanced  him.  At  day-light, 
the  stranger  was  about  5  miles  astern, 
in  full  chase  of  us.  At  two  P.  M. 
on  the  22d>  the  breeze  freshened, 
and  it  was  soon  evident  that  the 
stranger  was  coming  op  with  us.  We 
bad  been  employed  fi-om  day-light, 
making  additional  sails,  a  large  lower 
peering  sail,  two  royal  ditto,  two  water 
'  sails,  and  a  sprit-sail,  which  were  set 
in  the  afternoon  3  but,  notwithstand- 
ing, ibe  chase  was  gaining  on  us  fast. 
At  30  minutes  past  $ve,  P.  M.  the 
stranger  hauled  his  head  to  the  east- 
.ward,  hoisted  French  colours,  and  fired 
3  gun,  which  fell  short  of  us.  At 
40  minutes  past  five,  P.M.  the  French* 
man  fired  another  gun,  which  fell 
short  of  us,  about  a  cablets  length  on 
our  quarter.  The  Frenchman  havjog 
rounded  to  each  time  to  fire,  gave  us 
an  advantage,  at  least  so  far  ds  to  keep 
oar  distance  till  dark,  (as  before  firing 
he  was  coming  up  with  us  fast.)  At 
6,  P.  M.  after  consulting  with  the  offi- 
cers, it  was  judged  proper  to  lighten 
the  ship  ;  which  was  done  at  7,  P.  M. 
from  the  extremes  of  her,  by  throw- 
ing overboard  part  of  the  cargo.  The 
Frenchman  was  then  within  gunshot 
of  us,  astern.  At  10,  P.  M.  we  ap- 
peared to  get  from  him.  The  wind 
then  shifting,  we  altered  our  course 
to  S.  W.  bringing  the  wind  on  the 
starboard  quarter,  which  I  considered 
to  be  our  best  point  of  sailing.  At 
midnight,  the  Frenchman  losing  way 
with  us*  At  day-light,  on  the  23d, 
the  chase  astern  4  miles.  At  noon, 
the  Frenchman  still  in  chase  of  us, 
distant  5  miles.  At  11  in  the  forenoon, 
saw  another  sail  on  the  larboard  bow, 
too  far  off  to  make  out  what  she  was. 
At  10  ininutes  past  3  P.M.  the  French- 
man hauled  down  his  steering-sails,and 
stood  to  the  wind  on  the  larboard  tack, 
(after  a  chase  of  50  hours,)  as  we 
suppose,  in  chase  of  the  diip  seen 
from  the  mast-head.  The  vessel  that 
chased  us,  is  a  long  low  sbip^  of  18 


or  20  guns ;  her  courses,  top-sails,  and 
top-gallant-sail,  are  much  darker  in 
the  middle  cloth,  than  the  other  parts 
of  the  sail ;  the  topmast  and  lower 
steeiing-sails,  are  of  the  same  dark- 
coloured  canvas,  as  tl»e  middle  cloths 
^described  ; — she  is  painted  with  a 
dark  broad  yellow  side,  and  shews  her 
ports  in  it,  and  has  a  red  vane  at  the 
main-top-gallant-mast-head,  low  bow- 
sprit, and  flying  jib-boom.  At  10 
minutes  past  5,  P.M.  saw  the  French- 
man engaging  the  stranger  in  the 
S.  £.  quarter. 

The  above  written  is  copied  from  the 
log-book.  I  have  now  a  tew  observa- 
tions to  make,  and,  in  the  first  place 
to  regret,  that  we  were  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  throwing  overboard  any  part 
of  the  cargo.  But  I  did  tiot  think  it 
prudent  to  throw  the  guns  overboard. 
And  the  ship's  provision  and  water 
was  so  situated,  that  could  ^e  have 
thrown  it  overboard  with  the  same 
dispatch,  it  would  not  have  ac- 
celerated the  ship*s  sailing  in  the 
same  degree.  My  anxiety  during 
the  chase  was  very  great  5  and  I  hav^ 
to  commend  in  the  higtiest  manner, 
jhe  conduct  of  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr. 
Haram,  the  chief  and  second  mates, 
for  their  exertions  in  making  the  new 
sails,  and  for  the  attention  they  paid 
to  the  ship  throughout  the  chase.  I 
had  shaped  a  course  for  Madras,  and 
continued  it,  till  after  dark,  that  the 
Frenchman  might  suppose  that  I 
was  going  there,  to  give  information  to 
the  ships  of  war. — I  think,  as  we 
brought  him  well  over  to  the  westward 
in  the  chase,  (in  lat.*14*'24'  longitude 
85^  20  £ast,)that  he  will  quit  the  bay. 
I  shall,  if  ao  opportunity  offers,  send 
a  description  of  the  ship  to  Madras 
and  Bombay.  I  should  mention,  that 
every  man  was  stationed  to  the  guns, 
and  small  arms  3  and  had  the  French- 
man come  alongside,  we  should  have 
endeavoured  to  have  given  him  a  warm 
reception." 

The  general  court  martial,  lately 
sitting  at  Bangalore,  has  been  dissolve 
ed.  And  the  officers,  who  remain 
for  trial,  on  charges  connected  with 
the  recent  commotions  on  the  coasts 
are  to  be  brought  befiDre  the  court 
martial,     to  assemble   at  WalJajr' 
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bad,  of  which  Colonel  Wilkinson  is 
president. 

MADRAS 
Occurreiicesjor  April, 

April  14tb. 
General  orders  by  the  right  honourable 
ike  governor-general  in  council ,  Fort 
^t.^George,  April  5lh,  ]S\0. 
The  officer*  unilcmariicd,  VIZ. 
T. ,  F  De  HavilUncl,  captain  of  rHijinccn, 
^jeorj^c  Cadcll,  captain  isih  regiment  Na- 
tive infiritiv,  Hii^h  M*lino\h,  captain  8ih 
n^imrnf  N.itivc  lufantrvt  F.  K.  Aiskell, 
f-iptaiii  i.yh  regiment  Native  infantry,  A. 
Andrews,  capiaio  Madras  European  rrgt. 
Jimcs  Pdnrrson,  major  nth  reg>.  N.  I. 
(icor^c  \A'dhab,  major  2isi  regiinent 
N  iHvc  intaniry,  Jan»c$  Sidler,  captain 
?4th  jf|;iinv.'nt  Native  infantry,  J.  I.  Lu*n- 
in^ton,  capMin  4th  regiment  Native  ca- 
vi»liy,  A.  M*Leoi),  captain  8;h  regi'ncni 
Nativi:  cavalry,  C.  llopkin.von.  captain^ 
liru.eiuiir  anillcry,  G  W,  Poicnapd,  cai>- 
tam  lieuicnani  anillery,  Thomas  PiIIock, 
f.»piaiii  12th  j^cgimcnt  Native  infantry, 
M-«tihcw  Stewart,  major  lyih  regimcul 
Native  -nfaDtrv, 

Having  accepted  the  altemttive  al- 
lowed to  them  by  the  general  orders 
of  tiie  25lh  September,  I8O9,  of  dis' 
mibbal  from  the  service  of  the  honor- 
able company,  instead  of  trial  by  court 
martial,  the  right  honourable  the  go- 
vernor-general in  council  accordingly 
hereby  announces  in  orders,  tlieir  dis- 
missal from  the  service  of  the  h^mor- 
able  company  from  this  date,  and  di- 
rects that  they  do  immediately  repair 
to  the  presidency  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  themselves  under  the  charge 
of  the  town-major  of  Fort  St.  George, 
r.nd  proceeding  to  £ngland>  agreeably 
to  the  orders  of  the  honorable  the 
f  t)\nt  of  directors,  with  the  exception 
of  iijMJor  James  Patterson,  who  is  per- 
il) i(  led  to  remain  in  India. 
General  orders,  by  government,  April  6, 
1810. 
Tlie  right  honorable  the  governor- 
general  in  council  is  happy  to  observe, 
by  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
from  the  officer  commanding  in  chief, 
that  the  Confidence  in  the  attachment 
and  discipline  of  the  native  army  under 
this  presidency,  which  was  manifested 
by  the  recent  determination  of  the  go- 
vernment to  employ  a  respectable  de- 
tnclmieiit  from  it,  upon  foreign  service, 
iias  bc^n  fully  justilied  by  tlie  alacrity 


and  ardor  with  which  not  only  the 
troops  selected  for  that  duty, but  several 
other  corp8,bave  volunteered  for  foreign 
service  ;  and  his  lordship  requests  that 
major-general  Gowdie  will  convey  to 
the  whole  of  these  troops  the  expres- 
sion of  his  warm  approbation,  of  tlie 
zeal,  fidelity,  and  mtlita;y  spirit  by 
which  their  conduct  has  been  distin- 
guished on  this  important  occasion. 

The  right  honourable  the  governor- 
general  in  council  is  happy  to  avail 
himself  of  this  opportutwty  of  express- 
ing his  fullest  approbation  of  the  me- 
ritorious and  zealous  exertions  on  this 
occasion,  of  the  officers  whose  names 
have  been  brought  to  his  tK>tice  by 
major-general  Gowdie. 

Major-general  Gowdie  is  requested 
to  order  the  promotions  of  lance  havil- 
dars  and  Naigues  recommended  In  the 
last  paragraphs  of  the  adjutant-gene- 
raPs  letter. 
Extract  of  a  Utter  from   the  adjvtant* 

general  of  the  army,  dated  23<i  of 
March,  1810. 

The  officer  commanding  .the  army 
has  directet4  me  to  request  that  you 
will  lay  the  enclosed  copies  of  reports 
from  No.  l  to  No.  9,  before  the  right 
honorable  the  governor  -  general  in 
council. 

The  subject  of  these  reports  contain 
so  unequivocal  a  proof  of  the  fidelity, 
zeal,  and  attachment,  of  the  native  ar- 
my, that  major-general  Gowdie  can- 
not suppress  the  expression  of  his  earn- 
est hope,  that  they  may  meet  the  pub- 
lic notice  of  government,  nor  ate  the 
merits  of  the  Eurojiean  officers  who 
have  so  conspicuously  evinced  their 
zeal  for  the  public  service,  It-ss  entitled 
to  the  major-general's  approbation,  and 
he  has  desired  me  to  request,  that  in 
bringing  these  reports  to  the  notice 
of  government,  you  will  ^o  him 
the  fa\or  to  notice  the  following  of- 
ficers in  command  ( r  chaise  of  corp?, 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  by 
a  zeal  for  the  public  senice,  and  an 
example  of  the  fidelity  and  worth  of 
the  native  troops,  as  honorable  to 
themselves  as  it  must  be  gratifying  to 
govf^rnment. 

Lieatenant-coloael  Orrock  commanding  £d 

battalion  3d  rrKtm'*nt,    major  Fnaicr    in 

charge  of  ist  ^tb,  VcrcKmin  charge  of  ad 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MADRAS  OCCURRENCES  FOR  APRIL,  1810. 


93 


I2(h,  Famn  td  21st,  captain  Rockb^ 
1st  6th,  Smith  6ch  cavalry,  West  3d, 
Siqichwaite  pioneers. 

It  would  be  also  ao  iojostice  not 
to  notice  bare,  the  zeal  and  spirit  dis- 
played by  the  2d  battalion  20tb  regi- 
ment, and  2d  battalion  15th  regiment, 
in  volunteering  for  the  corps  formed 
for  Bencoolen,  and  mnjor  -  general 
Gowdie  has  directed  me  to  express  the 
sense  he  entertains  of  the  conduct 
manifested  by  majors  M'Cally  and 
Gurnell  on  that  occasion. 

The  officer  commanding  the  army 
has  directed  me  to  jtaie,  that  in  thns 
performing  so  pleasing  a  part  of  his 
duty,  be  considers  it  unnecessary  to 
report  specifically,  that  all  the  native 
details  for  foreign  service  are  complete, 
as  this  report  comprehends  an  amount 
of  near  70OO  native  troops,  and  equal 
10  three  times  the  number  that  the 
government  have  called  for,  he  at  the 
same  time  is  confident  that  many  other 
corps  on  the  esfahlishment  have  only 
wanted  ihe  opportunity  to  evince  the 
same  laudable  zeal  for  the  service,  and 
spirit  of  military  enterprize. 

The  officer  commanding  the  army 
reqtiests  the  sanction  of  the  right  ho- 
norable the  governor-general  in  coun- 
cil to  promote  the  lance  havildars  and 
Naigues  recommenc'ed  by  major-gene- 
ral Wardeand  colonel  Wilkinson,  from 
the  dale  ihey  volunteered,  and  to  return 
them  as  supernumeraries  on  the 
strength  of  tlieir  respective  corps,  until 
vacancies  occur  to  bring  them  on  the 
effective  strength. 

On  Saturday  last  his  excellency  lieu- 
tenant-general George  He  welt,  com- 
mander-in-chief of  his  majesty's  and 
the  honourable  com  pa  ny*s  forces  in  the 
East  Indies,  arrived  on  his  majesty's 
ship  Modeste,  the  honourable  John 
£Uiot,  from  Calcutta. 

From  the  late  hour  at  which  the 
frigate  came  to  an  :<nchor,  his  excel- 
lency did  not  land  until  Sunday  morn- 
ing, when  the  troops  in  garrison  were 
under  arms,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
those  military  honours,  to  which  the 
commander-in-chief  in  India  is  entitled. 
The  right  honotirable  the  governor- 
general,  the  honourable  the  governor, 
tftie  mcioberft  of  government,  thecom*' 


mander  of  the  forces,  and  the  principal 
civil  and  military  officers  at  the  presi- 
dency, w^re  oa  the  parade  to  receive 
his  excellency  on  his  landing. 

The  general,  after  passing  througfi 
the  street  which  had  been  formed  by 
the  troops,  proceeded  to  the  Ameer 
Bang  with  the  right  honourable  the 
governor-general,  and  shortly  after  to 
the  gardens'  of  Sir  Benjamin  Sulivan, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  bis  recep- 
tion. 

1  he  grenadier  company  of  his  raa- 
je«vty*s  6g\h  regiment,  with  its  officers, 
and  a  colour,  was  sent  to  head-quarters 
as  a  guard,  which  was  politely  declined 
by  the  general,  and  the  usual  guard  of 
sepoys  substituted. 

On  Tuesday  at  eleven  o'clock,  his 
excellency  took  his  scat  at  the  council 
Ixjard,  under  the  salute  due  to  his  rank, 
and  immediately  after,  the  following 
order  w4s  promulgated  by  the  right 
honourable  the  governor-general  in 
council. 

G.  0.  By  Government. 
His  excellency  lieulenant-generaj 
Hewett,  commander-in-chief  of  his 
majesty's  and  of  the  company's  forces 
in  India,  having  arrived  at  Fort  St. 
George,  all  officers  and  «uldiers  nniUr 
this  presidency  are  hereby  directed  to 
obey  him  as  commander-in-chief  in 
India  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  right  honourable  the 
governor-general  in  council. 

(Signed)  A.  Falcokar, 

Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

The  officers  of  his  excellency's  staff 

were  likewise  announced  to  the  army 

from  head-quarters  by  the  subjoined 

general  order. 

G.  O.  By  the  Commander  in  Chief  in 
India. 
The  following  staff  officers  having 
accompanied  his  excellency  liewtenani- 
general  Hewett,  commander  in  chief 
of  his  majesty's  and  the  company's 
forces  in  India  to  this  presidency,  all 
officers  are  directed  to  arknow!<^cIge 
them  accordingly. 
Adjf.-RCD.  K.  1;        Li--M'.--ol.  Sir  W.  G. 

Kirr, 
Qr.-inr.-j»rn.  do.        Col.  b"lrr,  J^^h  h^*. 
i)eputy  do.  do.  M^j.  Johiuon,  86in  '*c. 

Mil.  «ec,  Liro'.-eol,   P.   Carv\, 

86hdo. 
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Mil.  sec.  Capt.  Hcwett,  «2d  foot. 

Persian  Interpreter,    Do.  W.  Sturrock,  i6th 
R.  B.  N.  I. 
(Signed)        C.  B.  M.  Johnston, 
Act.  Assist.  Adjt.-gco.  of 
the  army. 

April  21.  G.  O.  The  right-honour* 
able  the  governor 'general  in  council, 
with  a  view  to  inoprove  the  present 
mode  of  medical  treatment  of  horses 
in  the  cavalry  on  this  establishment,  is 
pleased  to  direct,  that  an  institiition,  to 
be  denominated  the  Madras  Veterinary 
Establishment,  shall  be  formed  at  the 
presidency,  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  his  excellency  the  commander- 
in-chief,  for  the  purpose  of  educating 
and  mstructing  in  the  Veterinary  art  a 
number  of  boys  not  exceeding  48,  who 
will  ultimately  be  posted  to  regiments 
of  cavalry  with  the  rank  and  pay  of 
European  farriers. 
The  right  honourable  thegovemor-ge- 
oeral  in  council  is  pleased  to  appoint  Mr. 
Joseph  Errat  to  be  a  veterinary  surgeon 
upon  this  establishment,  on  the  pay  of 
45  star  pagodas  per  month,  and  the 
half  batta  and  other  allowances  of  a 
cornet  of  cavalry  from  this  date,  to  ap- 
point him  to  the  medical  charge  of  the 
honourable  the  governor's  body  guard, 
and  the  superintendence  of  the  Madras 
veterinary  establishment. 

The  boys  to  h^  educated  at  the  Ma- 
dras veterinary  establishment  are  to  be 
entitled  for  the  service  of  the  cavalry, 
and  his  excellency  the  commander-in- 
chief  is  requested  to  give  necessary 
orders  for  bringing  them  upon  the  elec- 
tive strength  of  corps  :  but  they  must 
be  returned  *'  absent  on  command  at- 
tached to  the  Madras  veterinary  esta- 
blishment,** and  when  corps  are  com- 
plete to  their  establishments,  they  are 
to  be  returned  as  sopemumeraries. 

The  Mandarin^  a  Dutch  sloop  of 
war,  under  command  of  lieutenant 
Vldall,  of  bis  majesty*s  ship  Cornwallis, 
arrived  in  these  roads  on  Saturday  last 
from  Amboyna,  with  dispatches  to 
bis  excellency  rear  -  admiral  Drury, 
announcing  the  important  intelligence 
of  the  success  of  his  majesty's  ships 
Cornwallis,  Dover,  and  Samarang,  in 
an  attack  on  Aniboyna. 

A  detachment  of  the  Madras  Euro- 
pean regiment^  under  the   command 


of  captain  Phillips,  and  of  the  ootst 
artillery,  under  captain  Court,  whh 
the  marines  and  seaooen  of  the  ships, 
amounting  to  about  400  men,  were 
landed,  und^  a  boml^rdment  from  the 
ships,  and  by  a  most  daring  and  suc- 
cessful attack  succeeded  in  »urprisinc 
the  enemy  and  gaining  possession  cv 
the  place. 

The  Mandarin,  Bambang,  Mada<* 
rosa,  Margaretta  Louisa,  and  Hope 
armed  ships,  and  six  merchantmen, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  our  squadron  ; 
and  the  public  property  captured,  in 
spice  and  other  articles,  on  tbe  island, 
is  computed  at  near  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling. 

The  loss  on  our  side  k  extremely 
trifl'mg,  lieutenant  Stewart  of  tbe  coast 
artillery  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
hand,  and  five  privates  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

.  A  body  of  Javanese  troops  has  been 
raised  for  the  defence  of  tbe  place, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Phil- 
lips, and  captain  Court,  senior  officer, 
is  in  command  of  Ambo3ma. 

April  28. — A  session  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  and  general  gaol  delivery, 
commenced  on  Wednesday  tbe  18th 
current,  at  the  court-house  in  Fort  St. 
George,before  the  honourable  Sirllio- 
mas  Andrew  Strange,  Knt*  chief  Jus- 
tice, and  concluded  on  Wedoesda/ 
last. 

On  Tuesday  the  following  conviM 
were  bought  up,  and  after  a  most  im- 
pressive address  from  the  chief  jus- 
tice, severally  received  sentence  of 
death. 

John  Burke,  a  private  in  his  majes- 
ty's 5gtb  regiment,  found  guilty  of 
wilfully  and  maliciously  shooting  at 
Alexander  Macdonal,  a  serjeant  be- 
longing to'  the  same  regiment.  This 
man  was  indicted  under  the  Black  act, 
which  makes  the  offence  capital,  al- 
though' death  did  not  ensue. 

Leonard  Money,  a  private  in  the 
same  regiment,  found  guilty  of  the 
wilful  murder  of  William  Butler,  a 
Serjeant  belonging  to  the  same  regi- 
ment. 

William  M  Craw/ a  seijeaiit  in  ins 
Majesty's  asd  regiment,  found  guilty 
of    the   wilful    murder   of   Ximet 
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0  bsoB,  a  private  io  the  same  regi«  and  at  five  io  the  afternoon  his  lordship 

xcent.  entered  the  fort,   where  the  troops  in  • 

Mbotoo  Sawmy,  a  Braroin,  found  garrison  were  under  arros,  for  his  lord- 

fiuilt^  of  the  wilful  murder  of  Bu-  ship**  rei'eption. 
chce    Eoyce,    a    native  woman,    by        His    lordsliip  walked  through  the 

strangling  her  with  a  rope  in  a  pagodia  street,  formed  on  the  occasion,  attended 

at  St.  Thome.  by  the  honourable  the  governor,  the 

Chinniab,  a  peon   lately  employed  honourable  the  chief  justice,  their  ex- 

by  the  board  of  trade,  was  sentenced  cellencies  the  commanders-in-chief  of 

to  seven  years  transportation  to  Prince  the  naval  and  military  services,    the 

of  Wales's  island,  for  stealing  a  watch,  members  of  government,  general  qffi- 

chain,  and  seals,  the  property  of  John  cers  at  the  presidency,  and  the  prin- 

Casamaijor,  esq.  a  member  of  the  said  cipal  inhabitants  of  the  seUJement. 
board.  On  reaching  the  beach,  his  lordship 

On  Thursday  last,  his  excellency  was  received  byhis  highness  the  Nabob, 

the  commander-in-chief   paid  a  vbit  attended  by  his  family  and  the  chief 

of  ceremony  to  his  highness  the  nabob  Khans,  and  a  numerous  assemblage  of 

of  Arcot-^the  arrival  and  departure  themost  respectable  natives  of  Madras. 

of  the  general  from  Cbepauk  palace,         A  salute  of  nineteen  guns  from  the 

were  announced  by  salutes  of  seven-  fort  and  Chepauk  palace,  announced 

teen  guns  >  and    yesterday    morning  his  lordship's  embarkation,  and  a  like 

royal  salutes  were  fired  from  the  garri*  number  of  guns  from   his  majesty's 

son,  on  his  hiffhness  returning  the  visit  squadron,  wiih  their  yards  manned,  on 

at  the  garden  house  of  bis  excellency  his  arrival  on  board  the  Modeste. 

on  Chouhry  plain.  May  IQtb. — ^The  right  honourable 

^  the  governor-general  in  council    hat 

MADRAS  much  satisfaction  in  publishing,  for  ge« 

Occurrences  far  May.  neral  information,  the  following  detailed 

report   of  the  brilliant    achievement 

Mat  5th. — On  Saturday  last.  Sir  efiected  by  a  detachment  of  the  coast 
Francis  Macoaghten  was  sworn  in  at  artillery,  the  Madras  European  regi- 
the  coort-house,  and  took  bis  seat  on  ment,  and  parties  of  the  seamen  and 
the  benc^  as  one  of  his  majesty's  royal  marines  of  his  majesty's  shipa 
puisne  justices  at  the  supreme  court  of  Cornwall  is  and  Dover,  under  the  corn- 
judicature  at  this  presidency.  A  sa*  mand  of  captain  Court,  of  the  former 
lute  of  17  guns  was  fired  fiom  the  fort  corps,  in  the  attack  and  final  conquest 
on  the  occasion.  of  the  enemy's  forts  and  batteries  at 

'  Mat  10th. — The  force  left  by  colo-  the  settlement  of  Amboyna. 

n^)  Close  for  the  defence  of  the  Berar  To  captain  Edward  Tucker,  commands 
fi'ontier,  is  composed  of  four  battalions        ing  his  Britannic  majesty's  ships  and 
of  native  iniantry,  two  regiments  of       forces  employed  on  the  expedition  to 
native  cavalry,  a  company  of  European        the  eastwara. 
artillery  men,  and  a  company  of  pio-  Sir, 

neers.  I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you. 

Native  accounts  of  respectable  an-  by  this  the  earliest  opportunity  afibrded 

thority  give  reason  to  believe,  that  the  me,  the  operations  of  the  troops  and 

troops  of  Ameer  Khan  have  regained  seamen  employed  under  my  command, 

possession  of  Seronge.  in  the  attack  upon  the  enemy's  out- 

Ma.t  12th. — On  Tuesday  last,  the  posts  on  the  1 6th  instant, 
right  honourable  the  governor-genetal        The  force  destined  for  this  service, 

held  a  levee  at  the  Ameer  Bang,  on  composed    of  the   number    of  men 

the  occasion  of  his  lordship's  departure  named  in  the  margin,*'^  having  landed 

for  the  seat  of  the  supreme  government,  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  agreeably  to 

*  Detachment  ad  battalion  of  arnllcry 46 

Madras  European  regiment ^ -.i:^^ 

Seamen  and  royal  marines  from  H.  M.'ssbip  Dover •...'... Hj 
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your  orders ;  and  being  formed  accord-  With  the  rctnaioing  foroef  I  pro* 
ing  to  the  instructions  I  bad  previous]/  ceed^d  along  the  height  to  turn  the 
given)  the  advanced  party  under  cap-  enemy's  position  at  Bat ta  Gantong.situ- 
tain  Phillips,  consisting  of  30  rank  and  a  ted  about  1^500  yards  distant  from, 
file,  of  the  detachment  2d  battalion,  and  nearly  on  the  same  level  with,  that 
artillery  under  lieutenant  Stewart,  the  at  Wannitoo,  and  which  commanded 
detachme!U  of  royal  marines  from  his  the  town  of  Amboyna  and  fort  Victo- 
majesty*s  ship  Dover,  under  lieutenant  ria.  This  party  endured,  with  the 
Higginson,  and  a  detachment  of  one  greatest  spirit  and  patience,  a  most  fat i- 
company  of  the  Madras  European  re-  guin^  and  troublesome  march,  ascend- 
giment,  with  a  party  of  seamen  from  ing  and  decending  hills,  over  which 
his  majesty's  ship  Dover,  under  lieute-  there  was  no  road,  and  many  of  them 
nant  Jefferies,  in  all  about  1 80  men,  so  extremely  steep,  as  to  require  the 
was  directed  to  attack  the  battery  at  assistance  of  the  bushes  for  the  roea 
Wannitoo,  situated  on  the  top  of  a  to  get  up  and  down  by  ;  their  toils 
small  hill ,  of  a  most  commanding  were>  however,  rewarded  by  our  reach- 
height  and  position,  and  defended  by  ing  a  little  after  sunset  an  eminence, 
the  ordnance  expressed  in  the  margin*  which  effectually  commanded  the  enc- 

This,  the  most  advanced  post  of  the  my,  and  by  the  satis&ction  we  eipe- 
enemy,  and  comtuanding  the  shore  at  rienced  on  finding  that  we  had  pur- 
Portuguese  bay,  was  attacked  with  that  sued  the  only  mode  of  attack  against 
gallantry,  promptitude,  and  judgment  this  post  (so  strong  by  the  nature  of 
which  were  to  be  ex|5ected  from  the  the  ground  on  every  other  side)  which 
exertions  and  talents  of  that  distinguish-  offered  not  a  probability  of  success  other- 
ed  officer,  captajn  Phillips,  of  the  Ma-  wise  than  by  a  mat  sacrifice  of  lives, 
dras  European  regiment,  and  was  im-  The  enemy, who  wascoUected  in  some 
mediately  carried,  notwithstaiidinjr  the  numbers,  retired  immediately  we  were 
determined  opposition  of  the  enemy,  perceived  on  the  height  above  them, 
whobadtwootficerskilied.andontdes-  and  we  entered  the  battery  without 
penuely  wounde<l,  after  ihe  entrance  opposition,  when  we  found  the  ord- 
of  our  party  into  the  battery.  nance  named  in  the  margin.^ 

Under  the  able  directions  of  lieute-        The  consequences  of   our    success 

nant  Duncan   Stewart  (who,  though  in-  obtaining  possession  of  Waonitoo 

wounded,  cbntinued  at  his  post)  three  and  Hatta  Gantoog,   were  observed  by 

of  the  guns  were  iinmediitely  brought  the  desertion  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 

tobear  upon  the  enemy  in  his   retrent,  of  two  batteries  which  had  annoyed 

and  subsequently   upon  the  enemy's  the  ships,  and  which  became  exposed 

post  at    Batta  Gantong,   which   hnd  to  our  commanding  fire, 
opened  a  fire  upon  our  troops  at  Wan-        One  of  these  batteries,  called   the 

nitooon  their  taking  possession  thereof.  Wooyo  battery,is  situated  on  the  shore. 

Srameo  androval  rmrinM  from  H.  M.'s  ship  Comwallis 105 

Seamen  from  H.  M.'»iioop  iSamarang »m**m. .••••••••••. •••••-•. ',5 

Total  oF^ll  de»rrii]i«ttons »••« •** 4CI 

N.B.  Officers  included. 

•  Ordnance  iron  12  pounders..- •-.. ••• 5 

Dtito  Sditrc.i .a 

Ditto  6  ditto ,. ft 

Howitzers  brass  5  and  a  half  inch • •. ^ 

"^  Company  M.  £.  regiment  under  captain  Fotbes. 

The  seamen  and  maiinei  from  H.  M.*sship  Comwallis. 

The  teamen  and  marines  from  H.  M.*s  sloop  Samarang. 

ic  Artillery  men.— This  body  was  under,  the  immediate  orden  of  captain  Forbes,  who 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  this  charge  to  my  greatest  latisfktion. 

X  Ordnance  iron  la  pounders^.**... «•••  •»-. •••.^.•.am.*....... 4 
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The  other  is  erected  upon  pUes,  some  to  soireDder,  which  generoos  offer 
distance  in  the  sea— They  were  both  was  on  their  part  declined  :  he  conti- 
well  calculated  for  defence  against  a  nued  to  perform  his  duty  throughout 
naval  attack,  and  were  covered  by  a  the  service,  notwithstanding  a  severe 
very  thick  parapet.  —  The  ordnance  cut  he  received  in  the  band, 
found  in  ihem  are  expressed  in  the  Lieutenant  Jeffries  of  the  royal  navy 
margin*  received  a  concussion  in  the  breast 
During  the  night  of  the  lOth  inst.  from  a  spent  grape  shot,  but  I  ara 
two  12  pouiKlers  and  one  9  pounder  happy  to  say  we  were  at  no  period  de- 
were  relieved  of  their  spikes,  in  tlie  prived  of  his  valuable  assistance. 
Batta  Gantong  battery — which,  on  the  It  is  but  justice  due  to  the  royal  ma- 
following  day,  were  brought  to  fire  on  rines,  troops,  and  seamen,  to  make 
the  fort. —  The  enemy  returned  our  known  to  you  the  steadiness  with 
fire  (which  coniinued  until  your  sum-  which  they  advanced  against  Wan- 
raons  for  the  surrender  of  the  town)  nitoo,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
with  she''  ;  but  without  effect.  enemy  of  grape  and  musquelry;  not 
Our  loss  in  obtaining  our  advantages  a  shot  was  fired  until  tlicy  reached 
was  trifling  in  comparison  with  the  the  breast  work  of  t|]e  battery— such 
importance  of  their  consequences,  and  a  tesiimony  of  their  valour  and  coo- 
considering  the  objitacles  the  troops  duct,  while  highly  honourable  to  the 
bad  to  surmount.  royal  tnarines  and  troops,  must  reflect 
In  expressing  my  sentiments  of  more  than  ordinary  credit  on  the  sc  a- 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  men. 

employed  on  this  occasion,  I  cannot  Ihe.  oapitulation  of  the  town  has 

speak  too  highly  of  their  exertions,  prevented  the  further  necessity  of  the 

to  which,  and  the  formidable  fire  the  troops  and  seamen  displaying  that  va- 

enemy  had  experienced  from  the  ships,  lour  and  steadiness  which  had  been 

mast  be  attributed  the  early  surrender  so  conspicuous  in  every  part  of  their 

of  this  colony.  conduct  throoghout  this  service,  and 

I  hav   already,  I  hope,  done  justice  which  their  undiminished  ardour  gave 

to  the    military  conduct    of   captain  every  reason  to  conclude,  would  liave 

Phillips,  to  whom  I  am   likewise  un-  been  attended  with    similar   success, 

der  the  greatest  obligation  for  his  ad-  although  opposed  to  the  more  formida- 

vice. — You  are  aware,  Sir,  how  much  ble  defences  of  Battameera  and  Gil* 

the  service   is  indebted  to  that  officer,  laia. 

for  the  very  important  assistance  deriv-  I  have  herewith  tlie  honor  to  en» 

ed  from  his  knowledge  of  the  Malay  close  a  return   of  ordnance  mounted 

language.  on  the  castle  of  Victoria,  and  on  the 

To  captain   Forbes  of  the  Madras  several  batteries  to  the  right  and  left 

Earopean  regiment  I  owe  every  ac-  thereof. 

knowledgment  for  the  benefit  of  bis  The  return  of  stores  is  too  volumi- 
judgment  and  his  advice.  nous  to  enable  me  at  present  to  trans- 
Lieutenant  Duncan  Stewart  attached  mit  it  to  you. 
to  the  artillery,  to  whose  lot  it  fell  to  (Signed)         M.  H.  CrfuRT, 
head  the  party  against  Wannitoo,  acted  Captain  commanding  the  troops  em- 
most  nobly  up  to  his  station,  he  was  ployed  in  the  cx|)edition  Easiwaid. 
the  first  that  entered  the  battery — and  Fort  Victoria,  27th  February,  1810. 
gave  the  Dutch  olncers  an  opportunity 

»  W*>yoo  battery • •••••• »....N'o. 

OrJruince,  iron,  12  pounders..... ♦ •••• ^'^ 

Dino  Rditto 1 

Ditto  6 ditto i • '•••* 

Br- >5  carronadcs,  39  pounders.. * • l 

Battery  m  the  X.5. 

Ordnance,  iron  12  pounders •     •••      9 

Br45$  Garronades  32  ditto *•    •••    •••    • * 

Vol.12.  H 
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RiLLB D.— Royal  marines  i  corporal ;  M. 
£.  regt.  B  privatct ;  royal  navy*  i  teaman. 
Wo  u  N  D  B  o«— Detachroeot  2d  bat.  artil- 
lery 1   lieutenant,  1  corporal;  royal  ma- 
rines, 1   ditto;   M.  £.   regt.  4  privatesy 
royal  navy .  4  sailors. 
Jh  tF,A,  Montague,  Esq,  comnumdxng 
his  majesty's  ship  CorTtwallis. 
Dear  Sisl, 
We,  the  undermentioned  officers  of 
the  honourable  company*8  service,  who 
embarked  on  board  his  majesty's  ship 
Comwallis,   proceeding  on  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  eastward,  return  you  our 
most  sincere  thanks  for  the  great  kind- 
ness and  civility  we  experienced  from 
you  whilst  under  your  command.    We 
also  beg  the  favour  of  your  convening 
to  your   officers    our  thanks  for  the 
obligations  we  are  under  to  them  fot- 
their  attention  to  us  on  every  occasion, 
and  we  feel  ourselves  much  gratified  in 
thus  having  an  opportunity  of  express- 
ing a  sense  of  their  kindness. 

To  the  harmony  which  has  subsisted 
between  the  two  services,  and  which 
you  hare  always  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote, we  in  a  great  measure  attribute 
•ur  late  glorious  success. 

Your  character  stands  already  too 
high  in  public  estimation  for  us  to  en- 
ter upon  ;  but  we  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  our  sentiments  of  admira- 
tion at  the  gallant  maixner  in  which  we 
observed  his  majesty's  ship  Cornwallis 
engaging  the  batteries  at  this  place. 

As  a  small  tribute  of  our  esteem  and 
regard,  we  request  the  favour  of  your 
acceptance  of  a  sword,  value  one  hun- 
dred guineas.  That  success,  health,  and 
happiness,  may  ever  attend  you,  is  the 
sincere  wish  of 

Your's,  very  obediently.. 
David  Fo&BE8,'cajptainj 
Duncan  Stbwart,  lieut.  of 

the  coast  army. 
Hugh  Kyd,  lieut.  M.  £.  R. 
John  Cubsham, 
R.  Williams, ensign^  M.  £.  R. 
Fort  Victoria,  Atnboyna, 

7th  March, 
To  captain  David  Forles,  and  the  ojfi- 
cers  late  serving  on  hoard  his  ma* 
jesh/'s  ship  Comwaliis, 
Gbntlembn^ 
I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  wherein  you 
express^  la  flattering  terms^  thQieoti* 


mentt  70U  entertain  of  my  oondoct 
during  the  time  you  were  on  botttl  thm 
Cknnwallis. 

The  sword  you  request  my  accept- 
ance of  I  receive  with  pleasure,  and 
shall  wear  it  as  a  proud  testinoony  of 
the  regard  of  officers,  whose  conduct  in 
public  service  has  excited  my  admira- 
ration,  and  in  private  society  my  esteem. 
'  Should  it  in  the  course  of  service 
be  our  lot  again  to^  serve  together,  I 
only  hope  that  we  may  be  actuated  by 
the  same  ideas,  and  animated  by  the 
same  spirit,  as  we  have  been  ou  this 
occasion. — The  officers  of  the  Corn- 
wallis feel  highly  gratified  in  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  exercising  the 
rights  of  hospitality  to  the  officer^ 
of  the  company's  troops  embarked  on 
board  this  ship,  lliey  also  feel  assu- 
red, that  the  same  harmony  would  ex- 
ist on  every  future  occasion  where  they 
may  be  employed  together. 

I  beg  you  will  accept  my  best  wishes 
for  your  health  and  success,  and  believe 
me,  with  grateful  esteem.  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  faithful  servant, 

W.  A.  Montague. 
H.  M»  Ship  CornwUais^  off  AmbcynA^ 
March  8th,  1810. 


The  expedition  for  foreign  service, 
under  comnnand  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Fraser,  of  his  m^esty's  86th  r^ment, 
sailed  on  Tuesday  last,  under  a  strong 
convoy  to  the  southward. 

On  Friday  morning,  William  Mac 
Crae,  late  a  seijeant  in  his  majesty's 
33d  regiment,  and  Mootoo  Sawmy,  a 
Brahmin,  were  executed  for  oourder^ 
pursuant  to  their  sentaice.  The  for-* 
mer  evinced  great  penitence,  and  ex- 
horted the  spectators  to  take  example 
by  his  untimely  end,  and  avoid  drunk- 
enness, which  had  led  to  the  commis- 
sion of  the  crime  for  which  he  was 
about  to  suffer. 

Leonard  Mooney,  also  under  sentence 
of  death,  was  ordered  to  be  taken  for  exe- 
cution to  Bangalore,  and  to  sufifer  in 
th6  presence  of  his  majesty*8  59th  re- 
giment. 

John  Burke,  capitally  convicted  for 
wilfully  and  maliciously  shooting  and 
wounding  seijeant  Macdonald,  was  res* 
pited  until  his  majesty^s  fleaior^  sbralfl 
be  kuQWQ.  • 
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MADILVS 

Occurreiices  for  June. 

ivvE  5. — YesttvilAy  being  the  an- 
niversary of  his  Majesty's  birth,  a 
salute  of  seventy-two  guns  was,  cor- 
responding with  the  age  his  majesty 
attained,  fired  from  the  saluting  bat- 
tery of  fort  St.  George  at  sunrise, 
and  a  royal  salute  at  noon.  A  like 
number  of  guns  were  also  repeated, 
at  the  above  hours,  from  the  battery 
of  Cbepauk  palace,  the  residence  of 
bis  highness  the  Nabob. 

In  the  evening,  the  honourable  the 
governor  entertained  the  members  of 
council,  the  judges,  the  staff  of  the 
army,  and  the  principal  civil  servants, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  presiden- 
cy, at  dinner,  in  the  banqueting  room, 
in  honour  of  the  day. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Bangalore, 
3\st  May,   1810. 

His  Majesty's  25th  dragoons,  59th 
and  33d  foot,  and  four  native  corps, 
Vfere  ui^der  arms  this  morning,  to 
^ritness  the  execution  of  Leonard 
Mooney^  of  his  majesty's  Sgih  re- 
giment, convicted  of  murder  at  the  last 
sessions.  The  unfortunate  man  was 
very  penitent,  and  having  obtained 
permission  of  colonel  Gibbs  to  address 
bis  comrades,  he  did  so  in  a  most  im- 
pressive manner,  waniing  them  to 
avoid  intemperance,which  had  brought 
bim  to  a  shameful  and  untimely  end. 
He  then  mounted  the  scaifold  with 
firmness,  and  died  as  became  a  man 
Id  his  unhappy  situation. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Jaulnah,  dated 
Af^y,  19,  1810. 

I  arrived  here  this  morning  with 
colonel  Conran's  force. 

There  is  good  hunting  and  shooting 
about  twelve  miles  from  this  place, 
but  it  is  dangerous  from  the  number  of 
wild  beasts.-— I  had  yesterday  a  most 
miraculous  escape. 

I  usually  go  out  qn  the  flank,  and 
yesterday  was  beating  down  a  Nullah 
parrallel  to  our  line,  and  about  three 
bobdred  yards  distant ;  I  had  killed 
ooe  hare,  and  was  anxiously  looking 
out  for  another. 

The  place  appeared  by  no  means 
daDgerous,  because  tlie  bushes  were 

H 


low  and  insulated,  but  yet  in  one  of 
these  did  my  Beatee  discover  one  of  the 
largest  tygers  I  ever  saw. 

The  circumstances  ^were  as  follow  t 
— -I  was  passing  on  at  my  usual  slow 
pace,  and  taXing  care  that  every  bush 
was  well  beaten.  I  arrived  at  a  low 
and  narrow,  but  rather  long  bush,  and 
had  passed  to  the  further  end, when  ray 
fioatee  cried  out  Saheb,Saheb, — Baugh 
Baugh  !  I  withdrew  a  few  paces ; 
put  two  balls  into  each  barrel  of  my 
gun,  over  the  shot ;  sent  one  man  to 
call  assistance  from  the  line,  and  was 
endeavouring  to  get  sight  of  the  ani- 
mal,  as  the  man  who  remained  was 
pointing  out  his  head,  his  legs,  and 
his  face,  but  my  endeavours  were 
vain — my  bad  eyes  led  me  into  the 
greatest  peril,  for  finding  that  I  could 
not  see  him,  I  unwisely  concluded, 
that,  he  was  further  ofif  than  my  Bea- 
tee declared  and,  with  my  gun  cocked, 
Iadvauced,croucbing  towards  the  bush, 
as  I  expected  to  see  him  through  the 
branches,  near  the  ground,  which  sel- 
dom have  any  foliage^— but  could  not 
get  a  glimpse  of  him — when  lo  !  as  1 
bad  just  touched  the  outer  sprays, 
the  monster  rose,  not  a  yard  from  me, 
and  rushed  out  with  a  roar  that  with-« 
drew  all  my  strength. 

It  appeared  as  if  the  bush  was  com- 
ing up  by  the  root — he  brushed  me  in 
passing,  and  sprang  at  my  beatee, 
when,  to  my  astonishment,!  witnessed 
more  courage  and  presence  of  mind  than 
I  ever  hope  to  see  again — as  the  tiger  was 
springing,  the  man  undismayed  struck 
at  him  with  his  bamboo,  full  in  the 
face,  and  the  tyger  turned  off.  J  had 
neither  presence  of  mind  nor  strength, 
to  fire,  and  perhaps  it  is  fortunate 
I  did  not.  The  tiger  thereupon 
turned  about,  and  then  galloped  at 
some  distance  past  us,  and  in  sight  of 
the  whole  line  of  baggage.  Four  men 
were  killed  by  a  tiger  on  the  road, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  was  by 
this  one  ;  you  will  agree  that  I  had  a 
narrow  escape,  for  it  was  wonderful 
that  he  did  not  spring  on  one  of  us 
on  first  beating  the  bush,  and  more* 
wonderful  that  he  did  not  paw  me  in 
passing,  fof  he  actually  touched  me# 
The  only  reason  thai  can  be  given  is, 
2 
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that  he  must  have  b^en  gorged.  1  f  I 
'  bad  possessed  your  eyes,  I  must  hdve 
killed  him,  when  within  two'  or  even 
si  XL  yards.  I  could  easily  have  lodged 
four  balls  in  his-  head,  and  I  had  a 
brace  of  pistols  to  have  finished  it. 
June  30. — ^The  othcers  of  the  2d 
battalion,  4th  regt.  Native  infantry, 
have  evinced  their  regard  and  esteem 
for  their  late  much-lamented  com- 
manding officer,  lieutenant-colonel 
Berkbly,  by  a  resolution  to  erect  a 
monuipent  to  his  memory,  and  to  wear 
mourning  on  the  melancholy  occasion, 
for  one  month. 

MADRAS 

Occurrences  for  July. 

July  6tb. — His  excellency  rear  ad- 
miral Drury  landed  from  his  majcsty*s 
ship  Bucephalus,  captain  Pelly,  on  Sun- 
day last,  under  the  salute  due  to  his 
rank. 

The  Russel,  captain  Caulfield,  hav- 
ing sprung  a  leak  at  sea,  his  excellency 
shifted  bis  flag  to  the  Bucephalus,  and 
the  Russel  returned  to  Trincomallee. 
Extract  of  a  Leiler,     - 

The  Ner^ide  frigate,  on  the  25th  of 
.April,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
landed  about  one  hundred  men,  four 
>  miles  to  the  southward  of  Port  Jaquete, 
at  the  Mauritius,  and  marched  up  to 
the  fort.  At  break  of  day  they  took 
possession  of  the  b:nteries,  spiked  all 
the  guns,  and  carried  off  the  com- 
mandant, (a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
French  service,)  and  sixteen  men. 
While  proceeding  with  their  prisoners 
to  the  frigate,  they  boarded  and  carried 
off  a  national  schooner,  with  her  com- 
mander, (a  lieuiennni),  and  his  crew. 
On  the  27th'of  the  same  month,  a  flag 
of  truce  was  sent  out  to  the  commodore 
of  I  he  Enghsh  squadron,  from  general 
deX^aen,  tor  the  release  of  the  lieute- 
nant-colonel, which  was  immediately 
complied  with,  in  exchange  for  sixteen 
privates  of  his  majesty's  69th  regiment* 

To  captain  IF.  Nesl'Ut,  of  the  H,  C.  S. 
Huddart. 
Dear  Sir, 
Deeply  impressed  with  feelings  of 
the  highest  respect  and  gratitude,  wt 


conceive  oorselves  called  upon,  in  thii 
public  manner,  to  retvim  oursiDcer^ 
thanks  for  your  unwearied  attention  to 
our  comfort  and  happiness  during  our 
passage  from  England. 

A  constant  solicitude  to  remove 
every  inconvenience,  and  to  lighten^ 
by  tiie  most  affable  politeness,  U)e  te- 
dious hours  of  a  long  voyage,  marked 
your  conduct  from  the  moment  we  em- 
barked, till  w^  arrived  in  India. 

We  assure  you,  that  we  shall  ever 
entertain  a  lively  remembrance  of  the 
many  happy  hours  we  spent  in  the  ship 
you  command,  and  request  you  to  ac- 
cept of  our  warmest  wishes  for  your 
welfare  and  happiness. 
With  the  greatest  respect  we  remain. 
Dear  Sit, 
Your's  obediently. 
Signed  by  Mr. and  Mrs.  Blunt, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wakefobd, 
T.  B.  Tanely. 
H.  Baggot. 
Madras,  July  gth,  ISIO. 

Captain  NesHtfs  reply. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
I  cannot  but  feel  highly  gratified 
with  the  very  kind  manner  you  express 
yourselves  of  my  conduct  and  the  at- 
tention I  haveev^r  thought  it  my  duty 
to  pay  you  whilst  on  board  the  Hud- 
dart. 

Permit  me,  however,  to  say,  that  I 
could  scarcely  have  acted  otherwise, 
to  those  whose  excellent  conduct 
throughout  our  passage  has  been  such 
as  to  demand  my  warmest  ackno>Y- 
ledgments. 

Most  sincerely  wishing  you  every 
happiness,  I  remain. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen. 

Your  most  obedient  friend  &  servant, 

W.  Nesbitt. 

Huddart,  lOthJuly,  1810. 

To    A,    H,   Hamilton,   Esq,    British 

Commissioner,  tSfc.  tSfc,  Tranquebar. 

SlR« 

Upon  the  resignation  of  the  impor-* 
tant  situation  you  have  held  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  over  this  settlement, 
we,  the  undersigned  inhabitants,  can- 
not omit  the  opportunity  of  paying  the 
tribute  due  to  probiiy  and  benevolence, 
ty  conveying  to  you  the  high  and 
grateful  sense  wc  entertain  of  your  in* 
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variable  exerctsei  of  tliose  great  quali- 
ties, and  to  declare  tbo  unfeigned  and 
lasting  esteem  it  has  impressed  us  with. 
A^  the  unavoidable  consequences  of 
the  war  had  reduced  the  frugal  means 
of  many  an  industrious  individual  to 
absolute  indigence^  it  has  been  owing 
Co  your  humane  interference  with  your 
generous  government,  that  their  situa'- 
tions  have  been  alleviated,  and  ^relief- 
been  afforded  to  the  distressed. 

The  nnfil.i  and  equitable  laws  of  Den- 
mark have  in  you  met  a  supporter, 
through  which  they  have  continued  to 
be  respected  and  rendered  beneficial  to 
those  for  whom  they  were  calculated, 
and  in  every  instance,  liberality  and 
jnstice  have  distinguished  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  affairs  of  this  set-, 
tiement. 

While  we  regret  our  loss  on  your  de- 
parture, we  learn,  with  peculiar  satis- 
faction, that  a  wide  field  of  prosperity 
is  open  to  you  in  your  native  land, 
where  we  wish  you,  and  the  amiable 
descendant  of  an  illustrious  Danish 
patriot,  wlych  you  have  chosen  as  your 
consort,  may  long  enjoy  that  happiness 
and  consideration,  which  worth  and  re- 
spectability have  a  full  claim  to. 

We  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with 
the  greatest  esteem, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 

humble  servants, 
(Signed)  Hermanson, 

O.  C.  Strieker,  lieut.-col.  Lindgreen, 
F.  Kaas.  J.  Rebiling,  F.Halkier,  MuhU 
dorff,  E.  Brunet,  L.  Liitter,  A.  W. 
Ruhde,  J.  G.  Meinhardt,  Jens  Due, 
J.  Beodsier,  J.  Ling^ard,  C.  T.  Boalth, 
A.  F.  Wiehe,  J.  D.  Strieker,  C.  S. 
John,  August  Coemmerer,  J.  G.  Klein, 
J.  Holmicb,  Wodschow,  G.  N.  Halse, 
Gotting,  K.  K.  Muller,  F.  I.  D.  Wic- 
kede,  G.  Bulow,  S.  Bech,  G.  L.  Mein- 
hardt, E.  I.e.  Faith,  J. Daemon,  D. 
Schreyvogel,  W.  D.  Becker,  J.  L. 
Meyer,  Frasenberg,  M,  Hopff,  F. 
Sundt. 

Tranquelar,  July  \4th,  1810. 
To  his  exceUency  Mr,  Hermanson,  late 
Danish   governor,  ^c.  Tranquebar. 

SlB,       ^ 

In  transmitting  through  the  channel 
of  your  excellency,  my  answer  to  the 


address  with  which  I  have  been  honor- 
ed from  the  civil  and  military  officers 
of  the  late  Danish  government,  and 
ti)e  most  respectable  Danish  inhabi- 
tants of  Tranquebar,  I  cannot  avoid 
expressing  the  grateful  esteem  with 
which  I  am  impressed  towards  your  ex- 
cellency,  not  only  for  your  urbanity  and 
attention,  but  for  the  ready  assistance 
and  co-operation  I  have  uniformly  ex- 
perienced fro.Ti  your  excellency  in  car- 
rying into  effect  particular  arrange- 
ments connected  wjih  my  duty  as  com- 
missioner for  the  affairs  of  this  settle* 
ment. 

J  have  the  honoiy  101)6,  with  every 
sentimem  of  consideiiation. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 
(Signed)  A.  H.  Hamilton. 

To  his  excellt^cy  Mr.  Hefmamon,  Mr, 
Lindgreeft,  colonel  Strieker,  col&nel 
MukUlorff  and  the  other  civil  and 
military  officers  of  his  Danish  wa- 
jesty,  and  the  principal  Danish  inha- 
bitants of  Tranquebar, 

GcNTLtMEN, 

While  I  acknowledge,  with  senti- 
ments of  respect,  the  approbation 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  bestow 
upon  my  endeavours  to  allevijite  the 
calamities  necessarily  concomitant  on  a 
state  of  warfare,  it  might  appear  to  be 
arrogating  more  merit  to  myself  than  I 
feel  entitled  to,  were  I  to  omit  stating 
the  causes  which  may  have  materially 
affec'lcd  the  saccess  of  my  measures 

Great  Britain  is  the  natural  friend  of 
Denraa'k,  and  although  war.  actually 
exists  between  the  countries,  a  circum- 
stance to  be  attributed  more  to  the  fa- 
tality of  the  times,  than  to  any  other 
cause  :  it  is,  in  the  present  instance,  as 
on  all  occasions,  the  ardent  desire  of  the 
British  governmem  to  avert,  as  much 
as  possible,  the  horrors  of  war  from 
private  persons.  Therefore,  in  the 
work  of  mitigating  the  distresses  of  in- 
dividuals, I  have  been  merely  the  hum- 
ble but  willing  agent  of  recommenda- 
tion to  the  authority  possessing  the  . 
pfjvver  and  inclination  to  realize  my 
endeavours. 

The  efficacy  I  ha^e  been  enabled  to 
give  to  the  laws,  is  owing,  in  a  very 
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grea^  degree,  to  the  laudable  decoram 
and  sobriety,  as  well  as  the  respect 
for  those  laws,  with  which  the  majo- 
rity pf  the  inhabitants  of  Tranquebar 
is  actuated. 

In  return  for  your  good  wishes  you 
have  my  grateful  thanks;  and  with 
sincere  desires  for  your  prosperity  and 
wel&re, 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 
your  motst  faithful  and 

obedient  servant, 
(Signed)    A.  Hamilton  Hamilton. 

July  26th— On  Tuesday  the  lOth 
current,  a  session  of  Oyer  and  Terminer, 
and  general  gaol  delivery,  commenced 
at  the  court-house  in  Fort  St.  George, 
before  the  honorable  the  chief  justice, 
and  Mr.  Justice  Macnaghten. 

After  the  grand  jury  had  been  sworn, 
the  honorable  Sir  Francis  Macnaghten 
addressed  them  in  the  following  terms  : 
Gentlem  en  of  the  grand  jury. 

Whatever  we  may  have  to  lament 
in  the  business  which  is  to  come  be- 
fore us,  it  cannot  but  afford  us  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  find,  that  a  single 
offence  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
committed  within  the  wide  range  of 
the  Madras  police. 

My  residence  here  has  not  been  so 
long  as  to  give  me  much  experience, 
and  my  illness  since  my  arrival,  has 
prevented  me  from  obtaining  so  much 
information  as  I  otherwise  might  have 
had. 

If  the  place  had  been  disorderly 
we  should  all  have  charged  the  police 
with  the  blame  of  it ;  in  common 
justice,  therefore,  they  are  entitled 
to  our  praise  for  its  good  order — and 
if  offences  had  been  committed*,  we 
roust  take  it  for  granted  that  they 
would  have  been  brought  before  us. 

It  is  certainly  a  most  extraordinary 
thing,  and  every  body  roust  feel  it  to 
be  a  most  pleasing  on6,  that  iu  a  po- 
pulation consisting  of  so  many  hun- 
dreds of  thousands,  not  one  offence 
in  the  course  of  three  months  should 
^  have  been  committed  to  call  for  the 
interference  of  the  court  in  its  cri- 
IDinal  jurisdiction. 

There  is  a  crime  which  was  com- 
mitted in  the  neighbourhood  of  Can- 
oaQore  that  will  be  brought  before 


you — and  whether  it  be  considered 
with  reference  to  the  crime  itself,  or 
in  relation  to  the  persons  upon  whom 
it  is  charged,  is  certainly  of  a  very 
alarming  nature. 

It  is  the  crime  of  robbery,  charged 
upon  two  of  the  king's  soldiers,  and 
greatly  aggravated  by  the  character 
of  the  parties  upon  whom  it  is  charged 
•^That  the  people  under  our  protec- 
tion sk)uld  be  despoiled  of  their  pro- 
perly is  bad  enough,  but  that  they 
should  be  set  upon  and  robbed  ,by 
those  whose  duty  and  profession  it  is 
to  act  iu  their  defence,  is  infinitely 
worse. 

But  great  as  this  offence  is,  its  mag- 
nitude diminishe8,its  colours  fade  away 
when  compared  with  those  gratuitous 
murders  which  have  of  late  years  stain- 
ed and  disgraced  the'  records  of  the 
court — I  know  not  how  to  speak  of 
them  with  adequate  abhorrence — al- 
though they  are  unhappily  even  fami- 
liar to  us,  they  cannot  but  shock  the 
feelings,  and  confound  (he  speculations 
oi  every  man  who  hears  of  them. 

As  homicides,  they  are  in  direct  de- 
fiance to  that  sacred  code  which  has 
the  Almighty  for  its  author  and  man's 
salvation  for  its  end — ^Tbey  cannot  be 
accounted  for  upon  the  ground  of 
frailty,  or  ascribed  to  any  of  the  hu- 
man infirmities — Our  first  parents  gave 
a  proof  of  the  weakness  of  our  nature 
— They  were  tempted  and  they  fell— • 
But  it  was  reserved  for  this  age,  and 
for  this  country,to  exhibit  to  us  a  phe- 
nomenon in  vice — to  set  forth  an  ex- 
ample of  guilt  in  the  abstract — and 
to  shew  us  the  perpetration  of  the 
deepest  of  crimes,  without  the  slightest 
of  temptations. 

When  we  look  towards  those  atro- 
cious deeds,  we  see  them  frightful 
from  their  deformity  even  as  murders, 
and  horrible  from  the  darkness  with 
which  they  are  surrounded — in  vain 
do  we  seek  for  light  to  direct  us  to  a 
motive— It  is  a  crime  which  so  far 
transcends  all  our  notions  of  guilt, 
that  there  is  not  in  the  human  mind 
any  standard  or  any  scale  by  which 
its  enormity  can  be  measured. 

In  vain  does  philosophv  explore  the 
heart  of  roao^  io  vain, does  memory 
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recur  to  hUtory  for  its  likeness^-It  is 
sui  genetis.  It  has  tM>  prototype — 
no  example— It  is  only  to  be  sought 
for  in  the  regions  of  darkness— whence 
conjecture  will  return  sickened  and 
stupified  from,  the  pursuit;  leaving 
it  to  the  heart  to  teach  us  an  example 
of  the  profouudest  huTnility,  by  in- 
forming us  that  we  partake  of  a  com- 
mon nature  with  such  malefactors. 

A  case  of  homicide  will  now  be 
laid  before  you  and  if  I  am  to  judge 
from  the  ioformatiOos,  it  would  be 
almost  a  contempt  of  the  law  even  to 
tell  you  that  it  is  clearly  a  case  of  mur- 
der— It  is  as  it  is  charged,  murder 
compounded  of  its  strongest  ingredi- 
euts— most  'deliberately  prepensed— 
wilful  from  malice  alone — and  mali- 
cious in  the  extreme,  with  an  entire 
concurrence  of  the  will. 

It  dififers  indeed  from  the  cases  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  and  glares  upon 
us  with  a  bideousness  peculiar  to  it- 
aelf-^its  motive  appears  to  have  bl^en 
the  worstof  human  passions — revenge 
.  —and  the  only  light  it  affords  resem- 
bles that  destructive  fire  which  terri- 
fies the  soul  as  it  strikes  upon  its  ob 
jefjt— which  only  glances  through  the 
gloom  or  casts  a  coruscation  into  dark- 
ness~-Like  lightening  to  the  benight- 
ed traveller,  it  shows  us  nothing  but 
the  blackness  and  the  horrors  of  the 
scene. 

I  would  not  have  you  suppose,  gen- 
tlemen, that  such  guilt  is  to  be  taken 
for  granted — God  forbid!  I  state  the 
crime  to  you  as  it  appears  charged  in 
the  informations — -you  will  take  care 
to  keep  the  accused  and  the  accusation 
distinct  from  each  other— the  case  will 
be  laid  before  you,  and  you  will  judge 
for  yourselves. — Upon  the  nature  of 
the  offence  we  must  all  agree — upon 
the  nature  of  the  evidence  you  will 
decide,  and  I  fervently  wish  that  some 
other  doubt  may  appear  beside  that, 
which  must  neceiisarily  arise  in  pv'ery 
good  mind  from  the  bare  incredibility 
of  such  nefariottsness. 

An  European  and  a  tiative  are  said 
to  have  fallen  by  this  act,  and  a  na- 
tive is  said  to  have  been  the  object 
of  the  robbery  of  which  I  have  spo- 
ken—Yoa  will  I  am  jure^  gentlem^. 


anticipate  me  in  what  I  am  about  to 
sa^,  that  from  the  defenceless  state 
of  die  natives,  and  their  harmless  con- 
duct, we  ought  to  be  particularly  care- 
ful in  guarding  them  from  wrong.— 
That  we  are  bound  by  every  principle 
of  policy  as  well  as  justice  to  attend 
to  their  coihplaints,  and  to  redress  their 
injuries.  They  are  the  subjects  of 
England,  and  we  not  their  tyrants,  al- 
though their  rulers. — All  government 
b  bottomed  upon  the  reciprocal  duties 
of  obedience  and  protection,  and  if 
we  expect  their  submission,  we  must 
yield  them  our  protection. 

It  is  your  duty,  gentlemen,  to  be 
satisfied  of  the  guilt  of  the  party,  as 
well  as  you  can  be,  without  entering 
into  his  defence  before  you  send  him* 
here  for  bis  trial.  I  state  this  parti- 
cularly, for  of  late  it  has  been  the 
practice  of  some  places  to  consider 
the  grand  jury  room  as  little  more 
than  a  formal  passage  for  the  party 
accused  to  the  bar  of  the  criminal  court. 
—The  practice  I  believe  has  never 
been  countenanced  here— yet  those 
who  encourage  it  give  a  reason  in  its 
defence^ — and  the  reason  is  plausible 
though  fallacious. 

It  is  said  that  by  sending  the  party 
to  his  trial  he  is  one  way  or  other  dis- 
posed of — whereas,  if  the  bills  are  not 
found  at  one  sessions  they  may  be  pre- 
ferred at  another,  and  he  will  thus  be 
subject  to  repented  vexations. 

AH  this  is  true — but  it  only  applies 
to  cases  in  which  there  is  a  deficiency 
of  evidence,  and  one  observation  may 
be  sufficient  as  an  answer — that  is, 
you  cannot  consistently  with  .your  oaths 
act  upon  this  principle.    / 

Independent  of  this,  I  must  tell 
/  you,  that  it  is  the  genius  of  our  law 
to  throw  up  every  possible  guard  for 
the  protection  of  the  subject,  and 
we  say,  no  man  shall  suffer  unless  two 
juries  of  twelve  each,  concur  in  his. 
condemnation — that  is,  twelve  of  the 
grand  jury  must  agr^  in  the  finding 
the  bill  a  true  one— and  the  petty 
jury  of  the  twelve  must  be  unanimous 
in  his  conviction.  The  doctrine  I 
have  alluded  to  would  take  from  the 
subject  the  outwork  which  the  consti* 
ttttion  has  raised  for  his  defenjpe<*>4iid 
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althoagh  an  innocent  noan  Deed  never,, 
I  hope,  fear  the  conseqaence  of  being 
brought  l)efore  a  British  tribunal,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  your  duty  to  protect  him 
even  from  that,  unless  it  appear  pro- 
bable to  you  that  his  guilt  will  be  esta- 
blished on  his  trial. 

But  although  our  laws  are  on  the 
.  one  band  thus  anxious  to  keep  the  in- 
nocent from  trial  ;  they  are  as  anxi- 
ous, on  the  other,  to  bring  the  guilty  to 
punishment. 

Suppose  the  case  of  a  guilty  man  to 
be  brought  before  you  without  evi- 
dence sutficient  to  shew  you  the  pro- 
bability of  his  guilt.  Will  you  iind 
the  bill  ?  If  so  what  will  be  the 
consequence  ?  He  bis  put  upon  bis 
trial  and  acquitted  ;  although,  at 
a  future  time,  sufficient  evidence  might 
be  adduced  to 'substantiate  bis  guilt. 
I  mention  this  to  shew  you  not  only 
the  unreasonableness  of  the  doctrine, 
but  the  absurdity  of  the  reason  which 
is  urged  in  its  support. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  case  at  all 
connected  with  the  late  proceedings  in 
this  court,  will  be  brought  before 
you. —  If  any  should  be,  I  am  per- 
-  suaded  you  will  divest  your  minds  of 
every  consideration  with  respect  to 
what  has  passed,  and  act  as  if  nothing 
ih  relation  to  it  had  ever  come  to  ^ our 
knowledge  before.  We  shall  never,  I 
trust,hear  of  parties  within  these  walls, 
or  of  any  thing  but  the  merits  of  tlie 
case  as  they  appear  in  evidence  before 
us. 

Parties,  God  knows!  are  bad  enough 
any  where,  there  is  nothing  more  true 
than  that  to  divide,  is  to  weaken. — 
But  whatever  divisions  may  take  place 
elsewhere,  party  must  never  obtrude 
itself  into  our  courts  of  justice. — It 
implies  partiality  or  prejudice,  and  is 
utterly  incompatible  with  the  adminis- 
-tration  of  the  la w.^ From  this  place 
we  must  shut  all  such  considerations, 
and  thiwk  of  nothing  but  the  most  scru- 
pulous discharge  of  our  consciences  ta 
our  country  and  our  God. 

Every  one  who  knows  any  thing  of 
the  hi^ory  of  our  country  for  the  last 
t  .-nty*  years,  r^  ist  be  convinced  that 
)u)j^landhas  been  saved  from  the  wreckof 


Europe  by  the  means  of  her  judicatOTc. 
Our  judicature  I  may  gay,  was  the  ark 
in  which  justice  escaped  from  the  ge- 
neral deluge  that  overwhelmed  and 
desolated  the  continent — and  justice 
has  protected  the  nation  in  return  for 
her  own  preservation. 

Our  laws  have  b«en  kept  uocon- 
tamiuated  amidst  the  foulness,  and 
corruptions  with  which  they  were  sur- 
rounded, atui  I  hope  they  will  extend 
in  their  purity  to  our  most  distant 
possessions.  In  proportion  to  their  ex- 
cellence, we  shall  justly  be  deemed 
infamous,  and  iniquitous  m  their  bad 
administration. 

An  oflbnce,  gentlemen,  of  a  very 
serious  nature,  in  as  much  as  it  affects 
the  administration  of  justice,  will  be 
laid  before  you.  It  is  a  charge  prefer- 
ed  against  no  less  than  seven  of  tb^ 
company's  military  officers,  for  having 
unitedly  assaulted,  and  grossly  abused, 
a  single,  unarmed,  undefended  Euio- 
pean,  and  a  native  by  whom  he  was 
attended.  It  is  charged  thai  after  they 
had  satiated  their  own  vengeaocCj, 
they  hunted  their  dogs  at  these  unforr 
tunate  men,  and  that  their  flesh  is  ac« 
tually  lacerated  and  torn  by  their 
bites. 

Tlie  provocation  they  gave,  was  that 
of  having  been  enjployed  by  the  »he- 
riff,  to  execute  a  writ  which  issued 
out  of  this  court,  at  the  suit  of  a  man 
with  whom  one  of  these  assailants  had 
contracted  a  debt  which  it  seems  be 
was  deturmined  never  to  pay.  This 
was  the  provocation — I  do  not  wish 
to  speak  with  asperity  of  what  followed, 
and  it  is  not  easy  to  speak  of  it  other-^ 
wise,  if  the  informations  are  to  b<i 
believed.  They  are,  I  undersuod, 
young  men,  and  I  heartily  wish  that 
the  judgment  of  their  riper  yeara  may 
disapprove  of  such  acts  of  their 
youth. 

If  such  proceedings  were  to  be  to- 
lerated, the  king's  charter  would  be- 
worse  than  a  dead  letter,  and  fait 
judges  worse  than  contemptible.  We 
should  sit  here  under  its  authority  to 
issue  process  for  the  sole  purpose  oi 
subjecting  those  whose  duty  it  is  to 
execute  it,  to  daager  and  molesta* 
tion. 
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Whenever,  therefore,  such  offences 
appear,  the  court  ^friH  fey  its  hands  en 
the  offender,  and  not  let  go  the  hold, 
until  he  shall  have  made  atonement 
at  this  bar.  or  under  the  sentence 
which  he  will  there  receive. 

If  this  offence  cannot  be  justified  or 
excused,  I  wish,  for  the  sake  of  a 
most  honourable  profession,  that  the 
offenders  may  be  able  to  qualify  it  wiih 
ever  so  little  of  the  spirit  of  manhood^ 
or  at  least  to  strip  it  of  those  circum- 
stances o{  cruelly  which  seem  attach- 
ed to  it  at  present . 

Before  we  separate,  gentlemen,  I 
must  take  leave  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  restoration  of  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity among  ourselves.  The  time  which 
you  have  passed,  must  have  been  ex- 
tremely afflicting  lo  many  of  you.  The 
tenderest  ties  of  friendship  must  have 
been  strained  into  torture  ;  or  the 
sense  of  feeling,  deadened  by  terror 
and  dismay. 

If  those  misguided  men,  who  in- 
flicted such  pain  upon  all  who  were 
connected  with  them,  forgot  the  obli- 
gations which  bound  them  to  their 
duty  5  they  might,  1  think,  hnve  beetr 
restrained  from  such  conduct  by  com  • 
passion  for  their  friends  and  relations. 
How  many  have  been,  and  how  many 
more  might  have  been  made  miserable 
in  consequence  of  this  disorder  ?  From 
such  a  centre,  sorrow  is  often  shed 
upon  a  vast  circumference — But  «his, 
nice  all  other  vices,  excludes  temlerness 
from  its  views,  and  is  founded  upon  all 
selfishness  alone ;  whilst  our  social 
duties  are  built  upon  a  broad  founda- 
tion. Their  base  is  co-extensive  with 
pociety,  and  their  duration  eternal. 

It  is  not  for  me,  upon  this  occasion 
at  least,  to  dilate  upon  the  law  of 
treason,  or  to  speculate  upon  what 
might  ha^e  been  the  consequence  to 
tI>ose  gentlemen,  if  they  bad  been 
brought  here  for  their  trial.  So 
much  I  will  say.  I  know  of  noargoment ' 
that  can  vindicate  revolt.  I  know  of 
no  law  that  can  justify  treason,  and  I 
am  confident  I  shall  have  the  perfect 
con<^urrence  of  you  all,  when  I  state 
that  the  Englishman  who  rebels 
against  the  lawful  authorities  of  a  Bri- 


tish  governmeut,  must  be  the  worst  of 
subjects  to  the  best  of  kings. 

But  this  melancholy  business  has, 
thank  God,  terminated,  atfd  we  must 
all  rejoice  that  it  bas  ended  with  so 
irttle  bloodshed.  It  is  but  a  secomj* 
ary  consideration  that  such  crimes 
should  be  punished  without  rigour. 
The  first  is  that  no  man  shall  violate 
the  law.  To  the  end  of  our  freedom, 
we  are  all  its  servant— and  whosover 
shall  dare  to  n^ake  an  attempt  upon  its 
supremacy  must  be  defeated.  Who- 
ever presumes  to  set  himself  above 
the  law  will  be  discomfited  in  the  end. 
'  No  man  with  qualities  for  a  great 
enterprize  would  undertake  this.  He 
must  begin  by  casting  his  philanthro- 
py aside,  and  he  cannot  move  until 
after  he  shall  have  broken  those  bonds 
by  which  the  moral  world  is  held  toge- 
ther ;  he  may  have  courage,  but  he 
must  want  that  which  ennobles  cou- 
rage— humanity.  He  may  have  te- 
merity to  undertake;  but  must  want 
sense  to  calculate  the  danger  of  the 
undertaking  ;  he  may .  be  desperate, 
but  he  must  be  foolish  ;  he  may  act 
from  entire  fatuity,  but  never  from  a 
particle  of"  wisdom.  He  may  strug- 
gle like  a  peevish  child  with  his  master, 
but  will  surely  be  subdued  and  cor- 
rects d.  « 

I  ice\.  ^fenilemen,  that  I  have  tres- 
passed too  long  upon  your  time,  and 
your  pndence.  I  have  now  only  to 
request, I h:it  you mayretir«?ioy6urownr 
chanjhcr,  and  proceed  upon  the  busi- 
ness which  may  be  brought  before  yon, 
with  sucii  dispatch  as  shall  be  consist- 
em  wiih  due  investigation. 

The  following,  prisoners  were  tried 
during  the  sessions : 

Michael  Sweeney  and  John  Cnimp, 
were  indicted  for  assaulting  one  Au- 
mood  on  the  king's  highway,  and  steal- 
ing fi-om  him  sundry  coins  against  his 
will — they  were  both  acquittal. 

James  Courtney,  a  private  in  the 
royals,  was  found  guilty  of  the  \^il- 
ful  murder  of  James  Doyle,  a  pri^^ 
yate  of  the  same  regiment,  at  Masuli- 
patam,  when  sentence  was  passed  upon 
hiro,  and  he  was  executed  on  Thursdays 
morning. 
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July  27th.— The  sudden  retreat 
and  disappearance  of  Ameer  Cawn» 
and  the  mysterious  conduct  that  fol- 
lowed, in  March  and  April  last,  conti* 
nued  till  lately  without  explanation. 
It  is  said,  in  recent  Persian  Ackbas, 
that  his  proceedings  at  that  time  were 
the  result  of  previous  negotiation  with 
the  principal  Begum  of  Holkar's  court. 
Meer  Cawn^  finding  hh  deiiigns  on  the 
Nagpore  rajah  entirely  defeated,  his 
own  army  straitened  for  provisions,  and 
endangered  in  its  retreat,  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  armies  under  colonel 
Close  and  lieutenant-colonel  Martindell, 
suddenly  broke  up  his  encampment  and 
disappeared.  For  several  days  it  was 
unknown  whither  be  had  gone,  or 
what  route  he  had  pursued.  It  has 
been  since,  ascertained,  that  he  advan- 
cedj  with  all  expedition,  towards  Hol- 
kar's camp,  and  took  up  a  posit iou  at 
about  two  coss  distant,  under  such  ap- 
pearances as  indicated  nothing  less  than 
an  immediate  attack,  and  dispositions 
were  made  accordingly  by  Holkar*8 
army,  to  give  him  a  proper  reception. 
The  prime  minister  and  the  command- 
ant of  artillery  received  orders  ^^^ from 
the  Begum  to  make  every  preparation 
to  repel  the  enemy,  who  continued, 
during  two  days,  in  the  same  position 
that  he  occupied  on  his  arrival.  The  at- 
tack was  hourly  expected,  when,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  second  day,  the  Be- 
gum ordered  the  prime  minister  and 
commandant  c^  artillery  to  be  arrested 
and  confined.  This  unexpected  order 
was  carried  into  instant  execution,  and 
those  two  confidential  officers  were 
loaded  with  chains  and  closely  confined. 
On  the  following  day,  it  was  gene- 
rally known,  that  the  Begum  and 
Ameer  Cawn  had  come  to  terms,  and 
that  the  arrest  of  the  two  principal  of- 
ficers had  been  ordered,  to  prevent  their 
making  any  attempt  to  set  aside  the 
negotiation  that  had  been  concluded  ; 
and,  in  this  way,  the  new  arrangement 
was  brought  about,  without  bloodshed 
or  opposition.  Holkar's  troops  were 
greatly  in  arrear  at  that  tinae,  and 
Ameer  Cawn  proposed  that  they  should 
be  immediately  paid  up,  a  proposition 
which  gained  him  favour  with  the 
army.    On  the  day  following,  he  made 


a  visit  of  ceremooy  to  the  Begom,  and 
» was  conducted  into  Holkar's  apart- 
ment, where  he  remained  upwards  of 
an  hour,  affecting  to  confer  with  the 
Mahratta  chieftain,  who  had  been,  for 
several  months,  in  a  state  of  total  im- 
becility. Nevertheless,  Ameer  Cawn 
went  through  the  ceremony  of  present- 
ing a  khelaut  to  Holkar,  and  then  took 
his  Itdve,  The  Cawn  was  now  pub- 
licly invested  with  the  chief  manage- 
n^nt  of  the  affairs  of  state  ;  and  his 
authority  acknowledged  by  the  court 
and  army.  His  first  measure  was  to 
detach  ten  or  twelve  battalions  to  en- 
force the  collection  of  the  revehuiSI 
which  had  fallen  heavily  in  arrear,  dur- 
iogd|e  indisposition  of  Holkar^ 

Ine  raj  aha  of  Joudpore  and  Jajrpore 
are  now  at  variance  on  a  point  not 
likely  to  admit  of  a  quick  or  amicable 
adjustment.  This  is  a  contigency  too 
favourable  to  the  views  of  Ameer 
Cawn,  to  be  overlooked,  and  he  is  ac- 
cordingly pursuing  such  measures  as 
may  best  enable  him  to  profit  by  their 
dissensions. 

July  2a.— On  Tuesday  last,  Wm. 
chmidt,  alias  Wm.  Smith,  of  bis  majes- 
ty's 89th  regiment,  was  found  guilty  of 
the  wilful  murder  of  John  Flynn,  a  pri- 
vate of  the  same  regiment,  on  Saturday 
last,  OD  the  parade  of  Fort  St.  George, 
when  sentence  of  death  was  passed 
upon  him,  and  he  was  executed  on 
Wednesday  morning. 

By  the  confession  of  the  prisoner,  it 
appeared  that  his  intention  was  to  have 
shot  seijeant  Forrester,  who  was 
wounded  in  the  body,  and  is  still  lin- 
gering. A  private  was  also  woonded 
by  the  same  shot,  which  went  through 
the  head  of  John  Flynn,  and  the  only 
provocation  appeared  to  be,  that  the 
prisoner  was  ordered  into  confinement 
by  the  captain  of  his  company,  on  ac- 
count of  deficiency  in  his  regimental 
appointments,  and  th^  serjeant  Forres- 
ter had  carried  the  orders  into  efifect. 

MADRAS 

Occurrences  for  August. 

August  4th. —  Public  Dbpart- 
MEKT.— The  honourable  the  goveroor 
in  council  is  pleased  to  direct  tbepubli* 
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^ioo  of  the  two  following  letter^  from 
captain  Robert  Hay,  commanding  the 
honourable  company*8  ship  Astell,  de- 
tailing the  particulars  of  a  severe  and 
well-contested  action^  which  took 
place  on  the  3d  ultimo,  in  the  Mo- 
zambique channel,  between  the  Cey- 
lon, Astell  ^nd  Windham,  Indiamen, 
against  two  heavy  French  frigates  and 
a  corvette  :  the  circumstances  of 
which. are  highly  honqurable  to  the 
conduct  of  captain  Hay,  tbe  office's 
and  ship's  company  ;  to  that  of  major 
Foster,  the  officers  and  tfien  of  the 
detachment  of  his  majesty's  24th  re- 
giment^  and  of  the  cadets  on  board  the 
honourable  company's  ship  Astell. 
To  Alexander  Falconar,  Esq  • 
Sir, 

For  the  infomation  of  his  exceK 
lency  tbe  governor  in  council,  I  beg 
leave  to  acquaint  you  with  the  arrival 
of  the  honourable  company's  ship  As- 
tell, under  my  command,  in  these 
roads,  this  day,  at  1 1  o'clock,  P.  M. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  transmit 
you  the  copy  of  a  letter  to  William 
Ramsay,  Esq.  giving  an  account  of  an 
action  we  had  with  two  French  fri- 
gates and  a  corvette,  in  which  the  Cey- 
lon was  captured,  and  I  fear  the  Wmd- 
ham  also. 

I  regret  mdch,  that  the  nature  of 
my  wound  precludes  the  possibility  of 
paving  my  personal  respects  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  J  but  Mr.  Mor- 
gan, my  second  officer,  who  has  the 
charge  of  this,  is  well  qualihed  to  give 
every  information  which  his  excellency 
the  governor  may  want. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  ship's  com- 
pany and  passengers. 

And  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  Hay. 

Honourable  company s  ship  Miell, 
Madras  roadsy   \Si  Aitgust,  XSIQ- 
To  WUiiam  Ramsay,  Esq, 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  yon,  for  the 
information  of  the  honourable  court, 
that  the  Astell  sailed  from  Simon's  bay, 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of 
June,  in  company  with  the  bonoorable 


company's  ships  Ceylon,  Windhaoi, 
William  Pitt,  and  extra  ship  Euphrates; 
the  weather  was  extremely  thick,  and 
towards  noon  blowing  fresh  from  th# 
N.  N.  W. 

The  court,  long  ere  this  can  be  re- 
ceived, m*  ist  have  been  apprized  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  Euphrates  having 
struck  upon  a  shoal,  which  led  to  the 
separation  of  that  ship,  along  with  the 
William  Pitt,  from  the  Ceylon,  Wind- 
ham and  Astell,  the  three  latter  ships 
having  beat  till  the  evening  of  the 
15th,  at  which  time,  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  bore  N.  E.  by  N.  and  a  N.  W. 
gale  setting  in,  captain  Meriton,  the 
senior  officer,  made  the  signal  to  bear 
up  and  steer  S.  by  E. 

At  dawn  of  day,  on  the  morning  of 
the  2d  oi  July,  the  island  of  Johannah 
in  sight,  bearing  E.  half  N.  saw  three 
strange  sails  in  tbe  N.  N.  E.  close  haul- 
ed on  the  larboard  tack,  the  wind  ra- 
ther fresh  -rom  the  S.  S.  E.  immedi- 
ately cleared  ship  for  action,  and  we 
soon  discerned  them  to  t)e  two  heavy 
frigates  and  a  corvette. 

At  8,  20  A.  M.  the  Ceylon  having 
made  the  private  signal,  and  it  not  be- 
ing answered,  nrade  the  signal  that 
the  strange  ships  were  enemies,  and  to 
prepare  foi^attle. 

At  9,  50  A.  M.  one  of  the  frigates 
having  fetched  our  wake,  tacked,  we 
standing  in  our  course,  under  easy  sail. 

At  12,  10  P.  M.  the  Ceylon  made 
the  signal  to  form  the  line  abreast,  the 
corvette  within  about  a  mile  of  ns,  on 
our  larboard  quarter. 

At  2, 10  P.  M.  the  largest  frigate  be-* 
ing  about  half  a  mile  from  us,  on  our 
starboard  quarter,  (the  other  frigates 
five  or  six  miles  distant  on  our  lee 
beam,  and  tbe  Ceylon  and  Windham 
rather  a  head  of  us,  and  to  windward,) 
fired  a  shot  at  us,  and  hoisted  French 
colours,  when  the  action  commenced 
on  both  sides;  continued  the  action 
with  the  frigate  on  our  weather  beam 
occasionally,  and  the  corvette  on  our 
lat  board  quarter  for  three  hours  ;  the 
Ceylon,  during  that  time  chiefly  on 
our  weather  bow,  keeping  up  a  spirited 
and  well-directed  fire,  and  tbe  Wind- 
ham occasionally^  as  she  could  get  her 
guns  to  bear. 
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At  3,  40  P.  M.  I  received  a  wound, 
which  obliged  rae  to  be  carried  off 
the  deck  ;  but  I  have  the  gratifying 
pleasure  to  say,  that  event  proved 
of  no  moment ;  for  the  ship  was  fought 
for  three  hours  afterwards  with  little 
intermission,  by  Mr.  Hawkey,  aided 
by  the  spirited  exertions  of  the  other 
officers,  in  the  most  gallant  manner. 

At  5,  45,  the  frigate  that  had  been 
to  leeward,  brought  us  to  close  action, 
chiefly  firing  round  and  grape,  which 
did  great  execution. 

At  7,  P.  M.  seeing  the  Ceylon  bear 
up  under  the  frigate's  stern,  lately 
come  into  action,  and  not  firing  a  gun, 
luffed  up  under  her  lee,  and  asked  what 
they  proposed  doing,  when  they  an- 
swered, they  had  struck,  and  that  ever 
^to  be  lamented,  excellent  officer  cap- 
tain Meritbn,  together  with  his  chief 
officer,  were  amongst  the  slain. 

The  disparity  of  force  beiiig  now  so 
great,  not  knowing  the  situation  of 
the  Windham,  she  being  a  mile  and  a 
half  astern,  the  main-mast  and  fore- 
mast, and  top-masts  completely  ruined, 
the  rigging  and  sails  cut  to  pieces,  our 
people  much  exhausted  from  so  long 
»nd  arduous  a  conflict,  it  being  quite 
dark,  and  the  ship  making  three  feet 
water  per  hour,  put  our  helill  up,  and 
stood  to  the  westward  under  easy  sail, 
the  wind  frorh  the  eastward,  received 
the  fire  of  the  trigate  which  came  last 
into  action,  and  carrying  a  commo- 
dore's pendant,  as  we  passed,  and  re- 
turned it  as  long  as  we  were  within 
shot  J  tlie  other  frigate  at  this  time  had 
lost  her  main  and  mizen  top-masts. 

Immediately  after,  perceived  two  of 
the  enemy  in  chase,  and  coming  up 
very  fast,  threw  the  company's  large 
packets  overboard  :  we  stood  on,  dur- 
ing the  nighty  under  easy  sail,  and  at 
diy-light  saw  nothing  of  them,  and 
this  4ay  ancliored  in  Madras  roads. 

Having  thus  detailed  the  particulars 
of  this  unfortunate  business,  I  now 
beg  Itave  to  perform,  as  far  as  I  am 
able,  by  far  the  most  pleasing  part  of 
my  duty,  which  is  to  do  justice  to  those 
who  so  ably  supported  me  on  this  occa- 
sion, but  any  language  of  mine,  must 
give  a  very  faint  idea  of  their  merits. 


Nothing  could  exceed  (he  steady 
and  gallant  conduct  of  my  officers,  nor 
is  it  possible  to  say  too  much  in  praise 
of  the  petty  officers  and  ship's  com- 
pany, who  to  a  man,  excited  my  admi« 
ration  by  their  orderly  and  intrepid 
conduct,  and  anxiety  to  board,  which 
at  one  period  of  the  action  we  had 
nearly  accomplished. 

To  major  Foster,  the  commissioned 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
privates  of  his  majesty's  2-llh  regiment, 
my  best  thanks  a'-e  due, whose  determin 
ed  bravery  and  orderly  conduct,  at  their 
different  quarters,  nothing  could  ex- 
ceed :  indeed,  ihe^cordiality  which  has 
subsisted  between  major  Foster  and 
myself  has  ensu  ed  me  his  warm  and 
zealous  support  upon  all  occasions. 

Nor  ought  I  to  omit  the  spirited 
behaviour  of  the  gentlemen^adcts. 
Mr.  Hawkey  derived  great  assistance 
from  Mr.  Crichton,  chief  officer  of 
the  honourable  company's  ship  building 
at  Penang,  whose  exertions  during  the 
action,  and  after  it,  merit  every  enco  • 
raium  I  can  possibly  bestow. 

I  am  happy  to  say  the  wounded  are  ' 
doing  remarkably  well  under  the  pro- 
fessional skill,  humane  and*  unremit- 
ting attention  of  Mr.  Aikin,  surgeon, 
who  has  derived  gieal  assistance 
from  Mr.  Johnson,  of  his  Majesty's 
24th  regiment,  and  Mr.  Mickle,  as- 
sistant surgeon  of  the  Bengal  establish- 
ment.    .  • 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and 
wounded.  Si  a, 

Your  most  obedient, 

Humble  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  Hay. 

Honourable  coinpany's  ship  Mteil, 
August  1,  1810,  Madras  roads. 

List  of  the  killed  and   woundci}'  on 
board  the  honourable  company's  sh^ 
Astelljin  the  action  of 'the  3d  of  July, 
1810. 
Sea m e  k  K.i  1. 1. e d. — Robert  Eagle,  Tho- 
mas "Duckin,  £lrick  Mstison,  Andrew   Pe- 
ters. 

Wounded.— Captain  Robert  Hay,  fc- 
verely.— Mr.  Martin,  5th  officer,  slightly. — 
George  CrllTy,  Armourer,  severely. — Oiotf 
AngersoD,  do. — William  Daun,  do, — Lau* 
rence  Hanson,  do.— Robert  Stewart,  do. — 
William    Robertson,  do.— Anteoio   Goli* 
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▼irez,  do.— John    Davies,    do.— Cariai,  a 
lascar,  severely* 

Gemtlimen  Cadets  Wounded. — 
Mr.  Cartwright,  slightly.— Mr.  Holroyd,do. 
—Mr.  £assoo>  do.— Mr.  Lauric)  do. — Mr* 
Coventry,  do. 

Soldiers  Killed.— James  Merrick, 
William  Mortan,  Edward  Murray,  John 
Rcsear. 

Soldiers  Wounded.— James  Con- 
way, Serjeant,  slightly.— John  Davies,  corpo- 
ral, do. — William  Bruly,  severely.— Wil- 
Itam  Carter,  do- — James  Ashby,  do.— 
Edward  Driver,  do.— John  Cole,  do. — 
Thomas  Jackson,  do.— William  Lcinman, 
do  —Richard  Pyke»  do — George  Pitcher, 
do.— James  Law,  do.— Edward  Daffie,  slight- 
ly. — John  Eyton,  do.— Thomas  Rasp,  do. — 
John  Teal,  do. — John  Robertson,  do. — 
William  Alfred,  do.— William  Warehara, 
do. — William  Joi;c$,  do. 

(Signed)  R.Hay.  • 

Ship's    company    killed,    4.— Do.    do. 

do.   woijndcd,    11.— Lascar,   wounded,  1, 

Gentlemen  Cadets    wounded,    5. — Soldiers 
killed,  4 —Do  wounded,  20. — Toial,  45. 

Published  by  order  of  the  hoooixr- 
abJe  the  governor  in  council. 

A.  Falconar, 
Chief  Sec.  to  govtr' 
Fort  St.  George,  3d  August,  1810. 

August  13th.— Arrived  in  the  roads 
this  morning,  the  government  brig 
Minto,  captain  CoUingwood,  with 
dispatches  under  the  charge  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell,  o*'  his  ma- 
jesty's 33d  regiment. 

She  brings  the  pleasing  intelligence 
of  the  surrender  of  the  island  of  Bour- 
^  bon,  to  his  Britannic  majesty's  €qua- 
'  dron  under  the  command  of  commo- 
dore Rowley,  and  his  majesty's  and 
the  honourable  company's  troops  under 
the  comnoand  of  lieutenant  -  colonel* 
Keating,  of  his  majesty's  56th  regi- 
ment, on  the  8th  of  last  month, 

The  loss  sustained  on .  our  part  is 
six  officers  wounded,  one  killed,  and 
abouf  30  rank  and  lile,  killed  and 
"Wounded. 

G.  O.  by  govermnent. 
Robert  Townsend  Farquhar,  esq. 
having  been  appointed  by  the  goveiv 
nor-general  in  council  to  be  governor 
of  the  ishind  of  Bourbon  and  its  de- 
pendencies, and  to  exercise  ihe  powers 
vested  in  the  several  governments  in 
India,  by  the  act  of  the  33d  of  his  pre- 
present  luajest/,   has  thi*  day  taken 


the  prescribed  oaths,  and  assumed  the 
functions  of  goveroment. 

Captain  A.  Barry  having  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  right  honourable  the 
governor-general  in  council  to  be  chief 
secretary  to  the  government  at  Bour- 
bon, his  appointment  is  hereby  noti- 
fied. 

Captain  Barry  is  appointed  town 
major  of  St.  Denis. 

Captain  Carrol,  of  his  majesty's  69th 
regitnent,  and  lieutenant  Poggenpoble, 
of  the  Madras  artillery,  are  appointed 
aid-de-catops  to  the  governor, 

Lieutentuit  Maclean,  oi  his  majesty's 
86th  regimc^nt,  to  be  fort  adjutant  of 
St.  Denis. 

MADRAS 

Occunerwxs  for  SqitmbeTi 

PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT. 
Copy  of  a  parogr'op/i  which  tvilL  h  in-^ 
serted  in  the  next  general  leiier  to 
F»rt  St,  George. 
'      •*  We  have  resolved  that  a  new  com- 
mission be  issued  for  the  government 
of  your  presidency,  and  that  the  fol- 
lowing persons  be  appointed  members 
of  the  said  government,  viz. 

Sir  George  Hilaro  Bailow.B.  K.  B.  Gover- 
nor. 

Lieutenant-general  Sir  S.  Achmuty  comr 
maiider-in-chicf,  second  in  council. 
Thomas  Oakcs,  Esq.  ihird.  and 

co^kT  "*  ^""^^V^^'    ^'q-   Tounh     ia 
"We  desire  that  Mr.  Pelrie,  may 
be  appointed  senior  member  of  the 
board  ot  revenue/* 

East  India  House,  London,  Mth  JpriL 
1810. 

PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT  • 

To  U^,  Petrie,  Esq. 
Sir,  ^ 

The  honourable  the  conrt  of  direc- 
tors havJDg  resolved  on  a  new  consti- 
tuiiou  ot  the  members  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  having  directed  that  you 
Should  be  appointed  senior  member, 
under  council,  of  the  board  of  reve- 
nue, I  am  directed  by  the  honourable 
the  governor  in  council  to  transmit  to 
your  mformation  a  copy  of  the  com- 
ma.ids  of  the  honourable  the  court 
on  the  occasion,  and  to  acquaint  you, 
m  conformity  with   their  orders,  the 
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governor  in  council  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  yoa  to    be  senior    meaiber, 
under  council,  of  the  board  of  reve- 
Due.        I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
(Signed)     A.  Falconar, 

Secretary. 
Fbri  Si.  George,  Sept.  1st,  1810. 

To  Alexander    Falconar.    Esq,   Chief 
Secretary  to  Govemmeni, 
Sir, 

I  have  just  now  had  the  honour  to 
receive  your  letter  of  this  day's  date, 
transmitting,  for  my  information,  by 
the  order  of  the  honourable  the  pre- 
sident in  council,  the  copy  of  a  para- 
graph from  the  honourable  the  court 
of  directors,  which  '^  is  intended  to 
be  inserted  in  the  next  general  letter  to 
Fort  St.  George,"  and  on  this  intended 
paragraph,  it  appears,  the  honourable 
the  president  in  council  has  imme- 
diately acted,  by  removing  me  from 
my  situation  in  council,  by  appointing 
me  to  be  senior  member,  under  coun- 
cil, of  the  revenue  board. 

In  the  intended  paragraph  of  the 
honourable  court,  it  it  clearly  and 
distinctly  expressed,  that  I  was  not  to 
be  included  in  tlie  new  commission  of 
government,  which  is  to  be  issued 
for  the  government  of  this  presidency, 
and  that  the  honourable  court  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  appoint  me  to  the 
nrst  situation  under  council,  at  the 
revenue  board  ;  but  with  all  due  sub-*^ 
mission  to  the  resolution  of  govern- 
ment, I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  re- 
spectfully to  state,  that  this  resolution 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  in  con- 
formity to  t^e  order  of  the  honourable 
court,  as  you  have  expressed  in  your 
letter  ;  because  the  late  communica- 
tion only  announces  an  intention,  but 
conveys  no  order  for  carrying  it  in- 
to immediate  effect  i  that  such  com- 
munication of  an  intention  cannrit 
be  construed  into  the  nature  of  an 
order,  and  does  not  in  the  common 
construction  of  language,  impose  any 
obligation  until  the  receipt  of  the  order 
which  is  announced,  and  which  can 
only  then  operate  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  objects,  the  court  had 
in  view.  I  may  further  hope  to  be 
permitted  to  remark^  (bat  this  antici- 


pation of  an  intention  may  be  produ^ 
tive  of  public  inconvenience,  or  em- 
barrassment, should  circumstances 
intervene  to  produce  a  change  in  the 
resolution  of  the  honourable  court, 
between- the  notification  of  the  inten- 
tion, and  the  issuing  of  the  order. 
I  trust  I  am  not  guilty  of  presump- 
tion, in  supposing  that  if  the  honour« 
able  coiu't  had  intended  that  my  re- 
nooval  from  council  should  take  place, 
on  the  receipt  of  the  proposed  para- 
graph, tl^elr  orders  to  that  efiirct 
would  have  been  clearly,  and  unequi- 
vocally conveyed,  having  no  doubt, 
or  ambiguity  in  their  construction. 

It  is  not  unreasonable  to  infer,  that 
the  object  of  this  official  communi- 
cation of  an  intention  was  not  only  to 
inform  the  government  of  the  pro- 
posed charge  in  its  members,  but  also 
from  an  humane,  and  liberal  (Conside- 
ration for  the  situation  of  an  indivi- 
dual, who  might  be  greatly  embar- 
rassed and  distressed  by  a  precipitate 
and  unprepared  degradation  from  the 
high  station  to  which  they  had  elevated 
him,  a  station  he  has  held  for  eleven 
years,  in  which  period  he  has  been 
three  times  appointed  to  the  eventual 
succession  of  the  government  ^  once  in 
the  actual  enjoyment  of  that  high  rank 
and  at  present  in  the  possession  of  a 
conusission  of  government,  as  suc- 
cessor to  the  present  honourable  presi- 
dent. Such  a  transition  from  my  late 
elevated  rank,  to  the  place  I  now  hold 
in  the  service,  is  certainly  not  a  cogi- 
mon  ocairrence  in  the  fortunes  of  an 
individual.  Such  an  humiliating  de- 
gradation in  the  eyes  of  the  European 
and  native  community,  has  till  now, 
I  believe,  not  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any 
public  servant  in  India,  but  I  cannot 
permit  myself  to  suppose  that  ray 
honourable  employers,  from  whom  I 
have  received  so  many  distinguished 
anJ  lionuurable  marks  of  confidence, 
from  whose  bounty  I  have  experi- 
enced so  many  favours,  could  Intend 
that  the  painful  severity  of  the  lato 
orders  should  fall  upon  me^  with- 
out some  previous  intimation  of  their 
intention.  These  effects,  which  it  it 
probable  the  communication  of  the 
proposed  paragraph^   was   booumelj 
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intended  to  averts  I  have  felt  and  cod- 
tinue  to  feel  in  tbeir  full  force. 

It  is  Incambent  on  every  man  to 
bear  the  vicissitudes  of  life  with  firm- 
ness and  resignation  5  but  there  are 
certain  feelings  inseparable  from  huma- 
nity which  are  entitled  fo  usus^ly  have 
consideration  under  the  most  rigorous 
dispensations  of  justice. 

Having  thus  taken  the  liberty  of 
representing  to  the  honourable  the 
president  in  council^  the  observations 
which  have  most  forcibly  struck  me 
on  this  unusual  occurrence^  with  that 
respect  which  I  owe  to  his  superior 
authority,  I  request  of  you  to  commu- 
nicate at  the  same  tin^e  my  acknow-' 
aents  to  the  honourable  the  court  of 
directors  for  the  many  obligations  con- 
ferred upon  me,  and  to  signily  my  ac- 
ceptance of  tl^  appointment  to  which 
that  honourable  body  has  thought  pro« 
per  to  nominate  me. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be.. 
(Signed)         W.  Pbtkii. 

Sept.  1st,  1810. 

Sept.  4th. — On  Friday  last  salutes 
were  fired  from  the  garrison  of  Fort 
St  George,  on  Mr.  Cakes  and  Mr. 
Casamaijor  taking  their  seats  as  third 
and  fourth  members  of  council. 

General  orders,  S  pL  6th,  1810. 

Colonel  Close  is  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed to  Furope  on  furlough. 

The  important  services  rendered  by 
colonel  Close  m  the  high  and  con- 
fidential situations  which  he  has  held 
under  the  government  of  this  presi- 
dency^ have  so  frequently  received  the 
testimony  of  public  approbation,  that 
it  would  be  superfluous  to  recapitulate 
them  :  the  governor  in  council  how- 
ever cannot  allow  that  officer  to  de- 
part^ without  again  expressing  the 
high  sense  which  this  government 
must  ever  entertain  of  services  so 
eminent  and  distinguished  3  which 
have  contributed  so  essentially  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  firitisb  interests  in 
the  Decan,  and  which  so  justly  entitle 
liim  to  the  strongest  expressions  of 
public  gratitude  and  applause. 

Fori  Si.  George,  Sept.  20/A,  1810. 

Sir  Harford  Jones,  bart.  having 
ziotified  to  the  honourable  the  gover- 
fioc  in  council  that  his  royal  highness 


the  prince  of  Persia  had  been  pleased 
to  confer  medals  of  the  order  of  the 
sun  on  the  Jemidars  Seyed  Hussain 
and  Hussainee  Beg  of  the  escort  at- 
tached to  the  mission  to  the  court  of 
Taheran  in  token  of  his  royal  highnesses 
approbation  of  the  good  conduct  of 
those  officers  ;  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil has  great  satisfaction  i»  recognizing 
this  distinguished  testimony  of  the 
approved  services  of  the  officers  in 
question,  and  in  permitting  them  to 
wear  these  honourable  marks  of  their 
merit. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  the  go« 
vemor  in  council. 

(Signed)     A.  Falconar^ 
Chief  secretarv  to  government 
General  orders, 

Sept.  27.  —  His  excellency  lieute- 
nant-gen. Sir  St.  Achmuty  having  been 
appointed  by  his  majesty  and  the  ho- 
nourable court  of  directors  to  the  com* 
mand  of  his  majesty's  and  the  honour- 
able company*s  forces  serving  tinder 
the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George, 
the  honourable  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil hereby  notifies  the  arrival  of  his 
excelletfcy  at  this  presidency,  and  that 
he  has  this  day  taken  the  oaths  and  his 
seat  as  a  member  of  the  council  of 
Fort  St.  George. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  the  go- 
vernor in  council.        * 

.(Signed)        J.  H.  Pbilb, 

Sec.  to  govt. 

The  honourable  the  governor  in 
council  is  pleased  to  direct,  that  the 
commission  of  government  received 
this  dav,  by  the  honourable  company *s 
extra  ship  Diana,  be  published  for  the 
general  information  of  the  army  serving 
tiader  this  presidency,  and  the  said 
commission  is  now  published  accord- 
ingly. 

"  The  united  company  of  merchanti 
of  Fngland  trading  to  the  East  Indies  j 

"  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come  send  greeting.  Know  ye,  that 
we  the  said  united  company,  reposing 
especial  trust  and  conhdeuce  in  the 
fidelity,  prudence,  justice,  and  circum- 
spection of  Sir  George  Hilaro  Barlow, 
baronet,  knight  of  the  most  honourable 
order  of  the  Bath,  have  uominaied, 
floadej  constituted  and  appoinu^,  and 
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bj  these  presents  do  nominate,  make, 
constitute,  and  appoint,  the  said  Sir 
George  Hilaro  Barlow  to  be  presi- 
dent and  governor  of,  and  for  all  our 
affairs  on  the  coasts  of  Coromandel 
and  Orixa,  and  of  all  the  territories 
thereunto  belonging,  and  of  ail  and 
singular  the  forts,  factories,  and  settle- 
ments, ter](iiories,  countries,  and  juris- 
dictions thereof,  and  to  execute  all 
and  every  the  powers  and  authorities 
thereunto  appertaining  by  order  and 
direction  of  our  court  of  directors  for 
the  lime  being,  and  of  such  other  per- 
sons, as  in,  and  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  the  thirty-third  year  for 
the  reign  of  his  present  twaje.'»ty,  enti- 
tled "  an  act  for  continuing  in  the  East 
India  company  for  a  further  term,  the 
possession  of  the  British  territories 
in  India,  together  with  their  exclusive 
trade,  under  certain  limitations,  for 
establishing  further  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  said  icrriK^ries,  and 
the  better  administraiion  ut  justice 
within  tlie  same  j  appropriating  to  cer- 
tain uses  the  revenues  and  profits  of 
the  said  compaiiy,  and  for  njciking 
provision  for  the  good  order,*  and  go- 
vornraent  of  the  towns  of  Calcutta, 
MacJras,  and  Bom baj,  are  empowered 
^  n  give  any  orders  to  our  servants  in 
T^-  -a  in  certain  cases  in  the  said  act 
\.^^ned,"  fo  hojd  and  to  take  the 
said  offiv'«'  ^nto  and  upon  him,  the 
said  Sir  Gt.'^'^^  ^'^'^^°  Baring,  trom 
the  arrival  ot  '^'^^  ''''[  coniinis.ion  at 
FortSL  Geor^.^'  ^'['J"  ^'"tmue  m 
the  exercise  oi  tt.«  ^--^J^,  ^^^^  ^"'"'"g 
the  pleasure  of  us,  «nJ  ot  our  court 
of  directors,  and  un>.>l  the  contrary 
thereof  shall  be  signifitd  under  our 
seal,  or  under  the  hands  Pf  thirteen, 
or  more,  of  the  said  court  of  ilirectors, 
for  the  time  being  j  but  subject,  never- 
theless, to  such  other  rembvai  and 
recal  as  in  the  said  act  of  parliamfc.nt 
is  mentioned.  And,  to  the  er:d  that 
the  said  Sir  George  Hilaro  Barlow 
may  be  better  enabled  to  order  and 
manage  all  the  affairs  of  us  the  said 
company,  we  do  by  these  presents 
fConstituie  and  ordain  lieutenant -gene- 
jral  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  knight,  the 
commander-in-chief  ot  the  said  Unit- 
ad  coropany'if  military  foices  on  the 


coast  of  Coromandcl,  together  with 
Thomas  Oakes,  esquire,  and    Jaooes 
Henry  Casamaijor,  esquire,  to  be  coun- 
cellors  of  the  said  presidency  or  settle- 
ment, tor    governing  and    managing 
all  the  said  company's  affair^  upon  the 
coasts  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa,  and 
go\eruir)g    the   said   Fort   St.  George 
and  city  otMjdraspatnam*and  all  other 
our    torts,    factories,  and    settlements 
within  any  of  the  said  territories,  with 
such   right   of  succession   to  the  said 
Thomas  Oakes,  esquire,   to  the  said 
otfice  of    president    on  the    vacancy^ 
thereof,  in  any  manner  by  the   said 
Sir  George  Hilaro  Barlow,  as   m   iluit 
c;ise  he  the  said  Ihomas  Oakes,  esq. 
would'  be  entitled   to  by   law   or  by 
the  appointment  of  our  court    of  di- 
rectors, and  we  do  hereby  give  and 
grant  untaour  said   president  and  go- 
vernor.   Sir  George   Hilaro    Barlow, 
and  to  our    council  ^  aforenamed,  or 
to  the  major  part  of  them,  (the  whole 
council  being  duly  summoned,)  and  to 
the  said    Sir    George  Hilaro  Barlow 
alone,    or  in   case  the  said    Thomas 
Oakes,  esq.  should  succeed  to  the  said 
office  of  president,  then  to  the  said 
Thomas  Oakes,  esq.  alone,  in  certain 
cases,  and  under  certain  ciscumstances, 
mentioned  in  the  said  act  passed  in  the 
thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
present  majesty,  full  power  and  autho- 
rity, frou)  lime  to  time,  to  rule  and 
govern  ail  unci  every  our  factories  and 
feervanis  untlf r  the  said  presidency,  and 
all  the  soldiers  and  .inhabitants  of  our 
said  Fort  St.  George  and  city  of  Ma- 
draspatnam  and  elsewhere,  within  the 
places  afores^iid,   to  administer  lawful 
oaths  as  occasion   shall  require,    and 
to  do  and  perform  all  such   oiher  acts 
and  things,  and  lo  use  and  exercise  all 
such  other  powers  and  authorities  as  the 
said  president    and  governor,  and   his 
council,   in    their    several   respective 
places,  where  the  said  united  company 
have,  or  shall  have,  factories,  or   any 
places  of  trade,  are  authorized  to  do, 
fcubject,  nevertheless,  to  the  superin- 
tending and  conlrouling  po>ser  ol  the 
governor-general    in   council  of  Fort- 
Wiiliauj  in  Bengal, in  such  cases  where- 
in they  are  authorized  to  have  a  superin- 
tending and  coutcouling  power  iu  aud 
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by  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  now 
in  force,  aod  also  subject  and  according 
to  such  mstructions  and  directions  as 
he,  thetaid  Shr  George^  Hilaro  Barlow, 
oor  president,  and  governor  and  coun- 
cil aforesaid,  shall,  from  time  to  time 
receive  under  the  hands  of  thirteen  or 
iBore  of  the  court  of  directors  of  the 
said  united  company  for  the  time  be- 
ing, and  from  such  other  persons  as  by 
the  said  act  of  the  thirty-third  year  of 
his  present  majesty *8  reign,  are  em- 
powered to  give  orders  to  the  said  uni- 
ted company's  servants  in  India  in  cer- 
tain  cases  therein  ntentioned,  provided 
that  when  oar  commander-in-chief  of 
the  military  forces  in  the  East  Indies 
ahall  happao  to  be  present  at  the  said 
settlement  of  Fort  St.  George,  be  shall 
be  one  of  the  said  ccunsellors,  instead 
of  our  oocamander-in-cbiet  of  all  mili- 
tary forces  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel, 
who  daring  that  time  shall  have  only  a 
seat  and  right  of  deliberation,  but  no 
voice  in  tl^  said  council;  and  subject 
also  to  stich  temporary  and  partial  sus- 
pensioui  and  in  such  manner  as  in  the 
said  acf  of  the  thirty-third  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  present  majesty  is  men- 
tiooed  when  our  governor-general  of 
Fort-William  in  Bengal,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  find  it  expedient  to  visit 
the  said  presidency  of  Fort  St.  Greorge, 
or  any  province  or  place  thereto  be- 
longing.      And  we,  the  said    united 
company  do  hereby  order  and  require 
all  our  factors,  servants,  officers,  and 
soldiers,  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
presidency,  and  all  the  people  and  in- 
habitants of  our  said  Fort  St.   George, 
and    city  of  Madraspatnam,  and  all 
other  our  forts,    places  aod  colonies, 
within  the  said  presidency,  to  conform, 
sabmit  and  yield  due  obedience  to  t^  e 
said   Sir  George  Hilaro  Bartow,  our 
president  and  governor,  and  his  council 
accordingly ;  and  we  do  liereby  revoke, 
repeal,    annul,  and  make  void  every 
former    commission   or    commissions 
given  and  granted  by  us,  and  all  other 
appointments,  whereby  any  other  per- 
son or  persons  was  and  Were,  or  shall 
be  ccmstjtuted  and  ordained^  or  hath  or 
liave^  or  shall  become  president  and 
governor  of  the  council  of  Fort  St. 
Creorge  aforesaid^  such  revocation  to 
Vot.  12.  I 


take  place  from  the  time  of  the  arrival 
of  these  presents,  at  the  presidency  of 
Fort  St.  George  aforesaid.  In  witness 
whereof  we,  the  said  united  company,, 
have  caused  pur  common  seal  to  be 
affixed  to  these  presents,  the  tenth  day 
of  April,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  most  excellent  majesty, 
George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of 
the  faith  and  so  foith,  and  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred ' 
and  ten. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors of  the  said  united  company, 

(Signed)     •'  W.  Ramsay,  Sec/' 

Occunences  for  September. 

Madras,  Sept.  29,  ISIO. 

Memorarulum  of  Salvage,  ^c.  awards 
ed  by  decision  of  the  vice-admiralty 
court,  of  yesterdays  date,  upon  the 
treasure  saved  from  ike  Nancy  Grab, 
and  brought  to  Madras  by  the  Rat-^ 
tlesnake. 

Star  Pagodas. 

To  capt.  Bremer  of  the  Rattle- 

snake  ...  J, 000 

To  lieut.  Jeffries,  of  ditto,  in 

charge  of  the  lx)ats,  1,000 

To  two  officers  of  the  Lord  Cas- 
ttereagh,  and  one  midship- 
man of  the  Rattlesnake,  em-r 
ployed  in  the  boats,  200  pa- 
godas each,         ...      600 

To  the  men  employed  in  two 
boats  of  the  Castlereagh,  and 
one  boat  of  the  Rattlesnake^ 
pagodas  100  each,  estimating 
their  number  at  40,  the 
amount  to  be  divided  equally 
among  them,  whether  more 
or  less,         -         .         -      .  4>00q 

To  Mr.  Bromley,  for  his  trmi* 
ble  in  taking  a  temporary 
charge  of  the  treasure,  after 
its  arrival  at  Madras,  ^  per 
cent,  on  its  amount,  estimated 
at  2,30,000  pagodasj     t       •^1,150 


Star  Pagodas,        7.750 
.'   J  »■'■■  1     ■■ 

The  costs  on  both  sides  to  be  paid  by 
the'  proprietors  of  the  treasure. 
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Sept.  29. ^The  troopa,  under  or<fers 
for  foreign  service,  having  all  em*  . 
barked  on  Saturday  Inst,  thfe  trans- 
ports under  convoy  of  the  CornwalJis, 
captain  Caulfield,  and  Phaton,  captain 
Fleetwood  Peilew,  sailed  in  the  course 
of  the  afternoon  for  their  destination. 

Major-general  Wardo,  cofiunanding 
the  expedition,  and  major  Johnson, 
deputy  quarter  -  master  -  general,  pro- 
ceeded on  the  Cornwallis. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Sir  William  Ni- 
cholson, deputy  adjutant-general  to  the 
forces,  proceeded  on  his  majesty's  ship 
Clorinde,  captain  Briggs. 

His  majesty's  12th  and  59th  regi- 
ments were  among  the  troops  embarked 
from  this  presidency  for  foreign  service. 
The  united  forces  of  the  three  presi- 
dencies on  the  junction,  are  to  be  com- 
manded by  lieutenant-general  the  ho- 
nourable John  Abercrombie«  major- 
general  Warde  being  second  in  com- 
mand. 

His  excellency  rear-admiral  Drury 
embarked  on  Saturday  evening  on 
board  his  majesty's  ship  Russel,  captain 
Hoare,  ^d  on  Sunday  morning  the 
whole  squadron  got  under  weigh. 

Sep.  SOik. — G.  O.  by  kis  excellency 
Sir  Samuel  Ackmui^, 
His  excellency  the  commander-in- 
chief  in  India,  having  been  pleaaed, 
with  the  sanction  of  government,  to  di- 
rect lieutenant-general  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty  to  take  on  himself  the  com- 
mand of  the  Madras  army,  the  lieut.- 
gcneral  feels  asstn-ed,  that  he  shall  re- 

'  ceive  from  every  rank  under  his  orders 
the  most  cordial  co-operation  and  assis- 
tance. '  The  army  must  be  sensible, 
that  the  brilliant  exploits  which  have 
so  essentially  contributed  to  the  present 
flourishing  situation  of  the  empire  in 
India,  cannot  be  attributed  to  their 
gallantry  alone,  but  was  the  natural 
result  of  a  ready  subordination,  of  a 
strict  discipline,  and  a  prompt  and  cor- 
dial obedience  to  government^  and  the 
officers  entrusted  by  it  with  aHihqrity. 

'  By  these  military  virtues  it  has  been 
acquired,  and  by  these  alone  it  can  be 
preserved. 

With. these  impres^os  it  becomei 
the  duty  of  the  lieutenant-general  to 


require,,  that  every  heart,  amd  every 
hand  should' join  to tipfaotld.iihe  fmlid 
fabric  of  our  greatncsf.^  mid  tto  every 
one  in  his  station,  ibonid  labdar  w  lb 
zeai^  to  support  the  glory  of  <qur  arms, 
and  tbe  interests  of  otr  coiintry^ 

■  In  teqnirmg  from-  %lm  uaops  '.under 
his  badecB,  the  hafattt'.and  prtnciplet 
of  sokiiert,.  the  If eu tenant n^ilerd  is 
aware,  that  from  him.tbuliboiis&ipect- 
ed  -every  atteiuioo  to  theinriatt^rests* 
to  their  feel biga,  and  to  ih^msdmforu. 
Thenadvd  troops  ti»^artW«(ktf!  with 
whon»  h^  hafticng'stfrvte^r  an«* whose 
fidelity  to  the  state,  Qbvdience"tO  their 
otiBoerft,*  add  gallainify  In  Ito  ^eki« 
are  wcdl  known  and  appnmted  by 
hlm^  caay  depend  on* his-! constant  fro* 
tection.  / 

-  SePT.  SOth.-^A  letter  froftt  the  bo* 
nourable  the  ccnrt  of  dhieirtirs  to  bis 
highness  -A7.eem  ul  Dowlab,  -Kabdb 
of  Arcot,  was  delivered  oil  Thocsday 
morning  at  Cbepauk  palace  with  the 
accustomed  fbrmaliiies^  • 

The  troops  in  garrison,  with^  de« 
tachment  of  artillery  and  4  six-ponnd- 
ers,  paraded  in  the  garden  of  his  high- 
ness—The letter  was  carried  on  an  ele- 
phant, and  on  being  delivered  to  his 
highness — royal  salutes  were  fired  by 
the  artillery,  the  fort,  and  Chepaok 
palace. 

Occurrences  for  October. 

,  The  honourable  Sir  Francis  Mac- 
naughten,  knight^  this  day  took  his 
seat  and  oaths  of  pffipe  as  deputy  com- 
missary of  the  vice-ajdnuTaky  court. 

At  twelve  o'clock- 1 he  cqurt  having 
'been  opened  by  proclamation,  the  re- 
gistrar in  tbe  presence  olUhe  advocates> 
proctors,  and  officers  of  tl^  court,  read 
aloud  the  deputation  signed  by  the 
honourable  the  commissary  Sir  Tho- 
mas Andrew  Strange,  knighL 

The  registrar  then  adipinistered  the 
oaths  of  otfice,  allegiance,  and  supre- 
macy to  the  honourable  tbe  deputy 
commissary,  who  being  dply  sworn, 
proceeded  to  the  busitiess  before  the 
court. 

October,  13.— His  excellency  lieu- 
tenant-general Sir  Samuel  Achmoty« 
conimandcr-in- chief,  held  a  levee  at 
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his  boase  in  the  fort,  on  Wednesday 
motping,  wjiicb  was  IiumerousJy  at- 
tended by  the  officers  at  i  be  presidency, 
«nd  the  principal  uibabitants  at  Ma- 
4)ra8. 

Oct.  20. — Tliis  morning  arrived  his 
majesty's  ship  Cart>rtnei  captain  CoJe, 
from  the  eastward,  with  the  pleasing 
intelligence  of  the  capiure  of  Bamla. 

The  Caroline,  captain  Cole,  tlie 
Piedmontaise,  capiainH?oote,  and  Ba- 
jacouta  slocp,  captain  Kenah,  arrived 
off  Banda  in  the  ^fternoon  of  the  8tb 
oi  August,  when  captain  Cole,  in  or- 
der to  completely  surprise  the  enemy, 
determined  on  a  night  attack ;  the 
^approach  of  the  squadron,  it  appears, 
bad  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Dutch. 

Four  hundred  officers  and  men  bad 
been  selected  by  captain  Cole  for  ser- 
vice in  the  boats,  under  his  own  iraine- 
diate  command. 

Not  more,  however,  than  200  men, 
consisting  of  seamen,  marines,  and 
the  Madras  Ewropean  regiment,  could 
be  collected,  as  the  night  was  dark 
and  squally,  but  nothing  could  deter 
our  brave  defenders  from  an  *  imme- 
diate attack. 

This  small  force,  with  the  greatest 
bravery,  perseverance,  and  silence,  pro- 
ceeded, to  the  point  of  debarkation.— 
A  dark  cloud  with  heavy  rain  covered 
the  landing  within  one  hundred  yards 
of  a  battery  of  18  guns,  which,  by  the 
gallantry  of  captain  Kenali  and  lieu- 
tenant Carew,  who  were  ordered  to 
the  attack,  was  taken  in  the  rear, 
and  an  officer  artd  his  guard  made 
prisoners,  without  our  men  having 
fired  a  single  musket. — The  enemy 
were  at  their  gnns  with  matches  lighted. 

Haying  procured  a  native  guide,  the 
party  made  a  n^ost  rapid  movement 
round  the  town  to  attack  the  castle  of 
Belgica,  as  the  near  approach  of  day- 
light, and  the  sound  of  the  bugle  by 
the  enemy,  evinced  their  having  taken 
the  alarm,  and  rendered  it  of  the  ut- 
most importance  for  captain  Cole  to 
gain  immediate  possession  of  the  castle, 
which  commanded  the  Fort  of  Nassau 
and  the  sea  defences.  In  about  twenty 
minutes  thei.  scaling  ladders  were 
placed  against  the  wjills— The  enemy's 


sentries  now  bfgan  to  J^e.  bat  witbput 
e^ect»  ias  i)otbiQg  could  wifhstand  tiip 
valor  and  gallan^tryof  our  troops.  After 
the  outworks  were  carried,  \\\&  ladders 
were  drawn  up  and  placed  for  the  at,- 
tac^L  9f  the  xuiutf:  works,  undw  a  sharp 
fire  from  the  gj|rrison-i^ which  lasted 
for  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  three 
guns  were  likewise  dijcbarged,  but  with 
.no  better  success^  when  the  enemy 
fied  in  all  directions,  leaving  the  colo- 
nel commandant  and  ten  others  dead, 
^nd  two  officers  and  about  thirty  pri- 
soners. 

The  ^snemy  were  in  tlie  most  com- 
plete stale  of  prfeparatioDj  and  every 
gun  x)n  Belgt^a, ,  w^  found  loaded 
with  the  mo^d^st^rnqtive  kind  of  small 
shot,  and  th.*  ramparts  lined  with  hand- 
grenades,  for. the  pprpqse ,  pf  resisting 
an  attack  of  the  nature  of  that  which 
took  place  j  but  the  deep  silence  wbicb 
was  preserved,  until  the  fire  was. open- 
ed, and  the  rapidity  of  the  e^caiade;, 
produced  such  a  panic  amongst  the 
enemy,  that  nurpbers  threw  tbem- 
sulves  over  the  outer-work  to  escape 
the  destruction  that  await(3d  them. 
The  colonel-conaman^dant  had  the  cha- 
racter of  a  good  soldier,  and  fall  using 
his  sword  against  the  first  that  ap- 
proached him. 

The  day  was  now  dawning  on  the 
British  fiag,  when  captain  Cole,  dis- 
covered the  fert  of  Nassau  and  the 
sea-defetKes  below  him,  with  the 
enemy  at  their  guns,  and  at  their  dii^ 
ferent  posts — captain  Kenah  was  im- 
mediately dispatched  with  a  fiag  of 
truce,  requiring  the  surrender  of  Nas* 
sau  and  a  promise  of  protection  to  pri- 
vate property. 

At  sun- rise  the  enemy  opened  a  fire 
on  the  Caroline,  which  was  then  ap- 
proaching the  harbour,  followed  by 
the  Piedmontaise  and  Baracoula— -  a 
detachment  being  selected  to  secure 
fielgica,the  remainder  of  the  troops  with 
the  ladders,  &c.  were  about  to  proceed 
to  the  storm  of  Nassau,  when  captain 
Kenah  returned  with  a  verbal  submis- 
sion  of  the  governor,  the  Dutch  flag 
however  continued  flying— A  second 
flag,  stating  the  determination  of  cap- 
tain Cole  immediately  to  storm  Nas- 
2 
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sao,  and  atbot  from  Beigica,  which 
complefidj  oomroands  all  the  principal 
defenceti  produced  an  immediate  sub- 
miflston,  and  possessioo  was  taken  of 
the  two  forts  and  several  batteries, 
coDtaioing  one  l)undred  and  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  defended  by 
nearly  seven  hundred  disciplined  troops 
and  the  militia. 

The  storming  party  was  led  by  cap- 
tain Kenah.  —  Captain  Foote  in  the 
roost  seaman-like  manner  conducted 
the  ships  to  their  anchorage  against 
the  unfavourable  circumstances  of  hav- 
ing but  few  hands  left  on  board, ,  and 
a  squally  and  tempestuous  night. 

Lientenant  Gilmore,  an  experienced 
and  valuable  officer,  had  the  command 
of  the  Caroline  aAer  captain  Cole  de- 
barked^i  and  is  the  bearer  of  the  dis- 
patches  for  his  excellency  admiral 
Drury. 

The  enemy  had  advanced  a  strong 
corps  towards  the  place  where  admiral 
Rainier  had  formerly  landed — this  was 
precisely  what  captain  Cole  had  anti- 
cipated, and  was  the  principal  cause 
of  his  making  the  attack  at  the  point 
he  did  —and  at  the  hour  and  manner 
in  which  it  took  place. 
To  Ckrist&f'her  Cole,  Esq,  captain  of  H. 

M.'s  ship  Caroline,  senior  officer  com* 

manding  the  force  at  Banda  Neira 

and  its  dependencies. 

Sir, — In  addressing  you  upon  the 
capture  of  Banda  Neira  and  its  depen- 
dencies, which  secures  to  the  British 
flag  a  conquest  of  great  value,  the  officers 
of  the  honourable  company*s  troops 
engaged  in  that  enterprize  have  to  con- 
gratulate you  and  themselves  upon 
the  soccessful  issue  under  every  disad- 
vantage of  wind  and  weather,  upon 
a  hostile  shore  lined  with  numerous 
batteries,  the  enemy  aware  of  and 
prepared  (or  an  attack,  so  wisely  plan- 
ned and  ably  carried  into  execution  un- 
der yoqr  personal  direction. 

The  contidence  you  inspired  all  with 
on  the  jipproach  to  assault  Beigica,  we 
are  convinced  contributed  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  success  of  the  escalade  ; 
your  bravery  ?nd  gallant  conduct  was 
so  conspicuous  on  that  occasion,  that  it 
must  secure  you  the  esteem  and  ad* 


miration  of  all  who  are  acquainted,  as 
we  are,  with  the  circumstances,  at- 
tending the  reduction  of  that  strong 
ai^d  important  citadel. 

As  a  memorial  of  the  high  sense 
we  entertain  of  the  great  service  per^ 
formed  by  you  on  this  ocq^sion,  and  as  a 
mark  of  our  personal  esteem  and  re- 
spect, we  request  you  will  do  os  the 
honour  to  accept  of  a  sword,  of  the 
value  of  one  hundred  guineas. 

We  further  beg  leave  to  assure  you, 
that  our  warmest  wishes  for  your  fu- 
ture success  and  happiness,  will  always 
attend  you  in    whatever  situation  it 
may  please  providence  to  fix  your  lot« 
(Sigiied)     G.  L.  Nixon,  captain, — G. 
Alexander,  surgeon, — C.  W.  Yeats, 
lieutenant  artillery,  W.   H.  D^ve- 
nant,  lieutenant,  M.  £.  regiment, 
B.  Hooper,  ditto  ditto,  J,  Stuart, 
ditto  ditto,    P.  Brown,  ditto  ditto, 
W.  J.  Daker,  ditto  ditto,  R.  Allen, 
ensign  21st  Native  infantry. 
(A  true  copy.) 

G.  L.  NizoN. 

Bis  Majesty's  Ship  Caroline^   Banda 
Harbour,  August  23,  1810. 
Sir, 
I  accept  with  heartfelt  satisfaction, 
the  memorial -offered  to  me  by  the 
officers  of  the  honourable  company's 
troops,    upon  the  fortunate  issue  of 
our  united  exertions  for  the  capture  of 
Banda. 

Nothing  but  the  firmest  reliance  on 
the  personal  exertions  of  every  indivi- 
dual on  shore,  and  afloat,  could  have 
given  me  confidence  for  the  attempt  j 
and  next  to  my  gratitude  to  providence 
for  the  many  unlooked  for  circum- 
stances which  operated  in  our  favour, 
I  shall  remember  the  general  zeal 
which  actuated  the  whole,  \  and  in 
particular  the  cordial  co-operattoo, 
and  good-will  of  you,  and  the  oflkers 
under  your  command. 
I  am.  Sir, 

With  great  esteem, 

Your's  very  obediently, 
Christophbr  Cols. 
(A  true  Copy.)        G.  L.  Nixon* 
To  Captain  j\ixon,  and  the 
'  officers  under  his  ordirs. 
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Oct.  28. — ^A  most  alarmiog  rob- 
bery,  from  the  number  engaged,  and 
the  cool  arranged  manner  in  which 
the  thieves  proceeded,  took  place  at 
the  village  of  Nungembauk,  not  far 
distant  from  Mr.  MaiUand*s  bouse,  on 
the  morning  of  the  25  th  instant,  t)etween 
twelv^  and  one  o'clock,  by  a  body  of 
about  thirty  natives  armed  with  hatch- 
ets, pikes,  like  those  used  by  palan- 
keen boys,  and  some  with  firelocks 
and  swords.  The  house  of  Kistnah 
Moijeliar,  butler  to  the  late  Dr.  An- 
derson, has  been  completely  gutted  of 
every  thing  valuable.  Abput  nine  men 
came  over  the  top  of  bis  tiled  house 
into  the  square  compound  below  :  he 
was  asleep  at  the  time,  but  was  soon 
awakened  by  the  noise  in  breaking 
op6n  with  their  hatchets  the  doors  of 
his  small  rooms :  they  came  prepared 
with  Massalgy  cloths,  more  than  six, 
which  they  lighted  in  the  house.  Ou 
Xistna  imploring  them  not  to  plunder 
him,  as  he  had  a  great  family  to  main- 
tain, they  said  th^  wanted  something 
from  him,  and  finding  them  deter* 
mined  to  plunder  every  thing,  he  got 
outside  to  give  the  alarm,  but  on  hit 
making  »  noise,  the  party  who  re- 
mained outside  to  overawe,  knocked 
bim  down,  brought  him  into  his  house 
and  held  him,  till  every  thing  of  con- 
sequence was  carried  off,  when  they 
tauntingly  asked  him  leave  to  depart. 
They  spoke  the  Tamul  language,  had 
no  turtnns,  and  each  had  a  hatchet 
bangine  by  his  side,  of  an  angular 
shape,  like  those  brought  from  Eng- 
land. A  young  boy  had  a  gold  bangle 
round  his  wrist;  they  were  about  chop- 
ping off  his  arm  for  it,  when  the  boy 
inaplored  them  to  desist,  and  he  would 
give  it  to  them,  which  he  did.  Ano- 
ther boy  outside  they  were  for  throwing 
into  a  tank,  but  he  was  saved  by  one 
of  the  party  ;  they  seemed  hardened 
villains,  and  remained  in  the  house 
about  an  hour,  busily  employed  break- 
ing and  searching  for  what  they  ap- 
peared to  know  was  to  be  found,  and 
bave  carried  off  stone  jewels,  and  gold 
and  silver  ornaments  valued  at  about 
5000  Pagodas  I  suph  as  are  used  by 
Hindoo  men  and  women.    Many  of 


these  jewels  and  pmaments  were  given 
in  pledge  to  Kistnah  for  money  lent, 
and  can  be  identified  by  the  parties  to 
whom  they  belong ;  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  some  of  them  may  lead  to  the 
detection  of  at  formidable  a  set  of 
thieves  as  have  yet  made  their  appear* 
ance  on  Choultry  plain.  The  neigh- 
bours were  prevented  giving  any  as- 
ance,  their  outer  doors  were  kept  ^st 
shut  by  the  thieves,  and  they  threat- 
ened to  murder  any  who'  stirred  out. 
Kistnah  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
head,  and  about  ten  other  persons 
have  received  wounds. 

Ocpirrencesfor  NavenAer. 

NoviMBBK  2d. — The  acting  resident 
at  Poonah  having  announced  to  the  ho- 
nourable the  governor  in  council,  the 
birth  of  a  son  and  heir  to  his  highnessthe 
Peishwah,  the  governor  in  council  has 
been  pleased  to  direct,  that  a  royal  sa- 
lute he  fired  from  the  ramparts  of  Fort 
St.  George,  in  honour  of  the  event. 

Nov.  10th.— The  following  copy  of 
a  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Has- 
tings Fraser,  commanding  the  first  bri- 
^de,  00  the  late  tuccetsful'  attack  on 
Bourbon,  addressed  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  forces,  presents  a  detailed 
account  of  that  spirited  and  brilliant 
achievement. 

St.  Dims,  gik  July,  1810. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to 
you  a  detailed  account  of  the  operations 
of  the  detachment  of  the  first  brigade, 
from  the  period  of  our  separation  from 
the  rest  of  the  force  on  the  evening  of 
the  6th  instant,  till  your  arrival  at  the 
post  we  occupied  l>efore  St.  Denit,  at 
5  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  8th  instant. 

His  majesty's  86th  regiment,  having 
been  removed  from  the  Minerva  trans* 
port,  on  board  his  majesty's  ship  Sirlus, 
and  being  joined  by  the  grenadier  com- 
pany and  the  sepoys  of  the  6th  native 
infiintry  establishment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Moody,  amonntingto 
one  hundred  and  sixty  bayonets  3  a 
small  detachment  of  coast  artillery, 
consisting  of  two'  subalterns,  one  Ser- 
jeant^ one  corporal^  two  gunners  and 
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sixteen  matrosses,  comrpanded  by.  lienr 
tenant  Abdy,  \v\i\i  afoaY  aiid  half- inch 
howitzer,  fifty  piooeefs  under  the  6i' 
ders  of  lieutenant  Scoialer,  and  lieute- 
nant Davis  of  the  engineer  corps  ;  cap-^ 
tain  Pym  was  enabled  to  make  sail, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  T.  JM.  on  the, 
/ih  instant,  and  ahout  one  o'clock' 
we  lay  loo  off  Grand  C1)aloupe,  and 
immediately  commenced*  our  debar- 
kation. The  moment  the  grena- 
diers, t:omm"nn^ed  hy  cap/.  Liinlphier, 
light  infantry  led  by  lielirehant  Archi-, 
bald  Mc  Lean,  with  mnjor  Mathews, 
of  his  majesty's' 1 6th  regiment,  who 
did  us  the  honour  to  accompany  us  as  a 
volunteer,  had  effecteB  theirlanding,  at 
2,  P.  M.  I  immediiHeiy  pVished    the 

former, 
lie  eiie- 
'u)g  up 
posses- 
ice  hav- 

iUCCCvS- 

e   body 

)ly  vviih. 

for 'ward 

tm^'  for 

rs,  liTl  r 

,  Denis, 

watch  a 

?s    and 

lyonets. 

M.  the 

sun  just  setting,  ^  ha4*  not  sufficient 

day-hght  to  reconnoitre  the  ground  j 

but  I  hdd  the  xporfifica^ion -to  ascertjiin 

that  .r  could  npt^.  that 'evening,  expect 

any  co-operation,  or  assistance  from  the 

other  divibicns^  owing  to  the  apparent 

impracticahiiiiy  of  .Uieir  landing,  from 

the' extreme  violepqe  of  the  surf. 

Undei:  these  drf^upi^siances  I  deter- 

inined  to  postpone  our  attack  against 

the  eneniy's  batteries  till  next  (ugrn- 

ing,  iahd  .,\vbeti  .'it  became  sufficiently 

dark  to  conceal  ,9ur  movement  from 

tlie  enepy,  I  fdT^back   to  the  height, 

and  tpo^  up  a  position  for  the  night  to 

Tevent  iany'reinf6rcemer^s  for  the  gar- 

on  airivUig  from  St.' Paul's.     In  the 

•se  of  the  nijglif  t  was  joined  by  the 

•**>;,  with  tf  43-inch  howitzer,  the 

:nd  pioneers^  with  some  spare 

,    i  o'clock  on  the  morDiDg  of  the 


8tb>  we  began  tcr  descepd  the  ipomi- 
tain,  leaving  the  sepoys  posted  on  toe. 
fliUmmit  to  protect  our  rear"  from  any 
attack  which  might  be  meditated  by 
t\ie  garrison  of  St.  Paul's. 

Before  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
8(51  h  regiment  had  reached  the  work 
they  occupied  on  the  preceding  evening, 
they  wer6  discovered  by  the  enemy's 
sentries,  vvho  had  been  planted  on 
the  road  during  the  night  to  observe 
our  motions  j  the  column,  however, 
advanced  and  took  Up  the  position 
which  I  had  determined  on  the  night 
before.  At  day- light  the  enemy  had 
collected  in  force.,  and  opened  a  heavy 
fire  of  cannon,  shells,  and  musketry,  on 
the  column,  and  soon  afterwards  de- 
tached some  riflemen  to  gain  a  road 
upon  our  right  j  the  light  infantry,  sup- 
ported by  the  grenadiers,  were  then 
oideied  to  descend  the  hill,  and  were 
f\)llowed  by  the  remainder  of  the  co- 
lumn, under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy,  who  were  drawn  up  in  two 
columns,  each  with  a  field  piece 
on  the  plain,  supported  by  the  heavy- 
cannon  mounted  on  the  redoubt.  On 
reaching  the  plain,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  charge,  when  they  immedi- 
ately rushed  on  the  enemy  with  the 
bayonet,  who  remained  at  their  guns,  ' 
until  our  brave  grenadiers  came  in 
contact  with  them  5  their  commandant, 
M,  de  Suzanne,  escaping  with  diffi- 
culty, and  their  second  in  command 
was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  by 
captain  Lamphier  ;  thefenemy  attempt 
ed  to  ifovm  behind  the  parapet  of  the 
redoubt,  but  were  pushed  so  closely  by 
tlie  grenadiers,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  abandon  it,  leaving  a  brass  six- poun- 
der in  our  hands,  which  was  immedi- 
ately turned  upon  them.  In  the  re- 
doubt were  four  lU-pounders,  wHich 
we  found  spiked.  I  instantly  directed 
the  king's  colours  to  be  planted  on  the 
top  of  the  redoubt,  and  detached  the 
grenadiers  to  storm  the  two  batteries 
marked  No.  7  and  8,  ih  the  plan  of  at- 
tack, which  service  they  gallantly  per- 
formed. In  the  battery  No.  7>  were 
four  24-pounder8,  spiked  by  the  enemy. 
No.  8,  a  12  -  inch  molrtar,  and  6vo 
24-pounders,  two  of  which  were 
spiked,  tirith  a  furnace  full  of  red-hot 
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shot ;  observing,  however,  that  the 
enemy  could' takfe  these  batteries  in  re- 
verse, I  recalted  the  grenadiers  after 
spiking  the  remaining  guns,  and  con- 
"lined  my  views  in  maintaining  the  po- 
sition I  then  occupied  before  the  town. 
Two  12- pounders  in  the  redoubt 
were  rendered  serviceable  by  the  exer- 
tions of  lieutenant  Abdy,  and  his  small 
detachment  of  artillery,  and  these  with 
our  four  and  a  half-inch  howitzer,  an- 
swered the  incessarlt  cannonade  of  the 
enemy,  which  continued  unril  the  ar- 
rival of  the  rear  column  of  the  troops 
Isent  to  my  support  at  four  o'clock  in 
.  the  evening  ;  the  enemy  onceattempt- 
led  to  retake  the  redoubt,  but  were  re- 
pulsed with  the  loss  of  their  command- 
frig  officer.  wh#  was  made  prisoner. 

About  4  o'clock  in  the  evening,  we 
uefe  joined  by*  lieuiennnt  -  colonel 
Druramond*s  brigade,  and  about  the 
same  time  the  enemy  sent  out  a  flag  of 
truce  to  treat  for  the  surrender  of  the 
place  5  but  I  refused  to  treat,  uhless  for 
the  surrender  of  the  whole  island. 
An  honourable  capitulatfe^  for  the  gar- 
rison ;  the  religion,  laws,  and  private 
^property  of  the  inhabitants  to  be  re- 
specifey,  aild  a  suspension  of  arms  for 
*'i4  hodrs  to  arrange  the  articles  of  cajii- 
'tlilation  J  fhe  troops  remaining  at  the 
posts  they  then  occupied,  were  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  enemy  :  to  the 
two  first  I  readily  acceded,  but  refused 
the  latter,  insisting  that  the  roj'al  bat- 
tery sholild  be  given  up  to  our  grena- 
diers, and  the  British  colours  hoisted 
the  m6ment  the  terms  were  signed, 
which  I  gave  them  one  hour  to  consi- 
der of;,  at  the  expiration  of  which  the 
fbg  returned  with  a  request  from  M. 
de  St.'  Susanne,  that  an  officer  might 
be  sent  in  to  assist  in  arranging  the 
terms,  upon  which  I  sent  in  major  Ed- 
wards, Shortly  after  which  you  arrived, 
atitf  asstirtied  the  coratnand. 

The  atcoropanying  ate  the  retnrns  of 
the  klited  an^  wounded  of  the  detach- 
ment. 

I  cartfiot  conclude' wrthoitt  requesting 
penmi^sroh  to  ofl^r  my  humBle  tribute 
of  praise  to  the  noble  spirit  which  seenA- 
m  to  animate  every  individiial  of  my 
'small  detachment ;  frbm  riiajnr  Ed- 
wards, who  commanded  tlief  regiment, 


I  received  the  greatest  assistance  5  cap- 
tain Lamphier,  lieutenant  Archibald 
Mc  Lean,  and  every  officer  and  Soldier 
of  the  corps,  displayed  the  most  ardent 
valor,  which  must  hai-e  been  conspi- 
cuous to  the  whole  force  off  the  coast, 
who  witnessed  their  heroic  coirduct; 
captain  Moody,  who  commanded  the 
sepoys,  captain  Lambert,  who  did  me 
the  honour  to  attend  as  my  aid-de-camp ; 
lieut.  Davis,  of  the  engineers  ;  lieute- 
nnm  Abdy,  commanding  the  artillery, 
and  lieutenant  Scouler,  of  the  pione^ 
corps,  rendered  me  the  most  essential 
services  in  their  respective  departments. 
To  lieutenant  Creagh,  my  brigade- 
major,  I  was  highly  indebted  fur  his 
unremitted  exertions  and  attention  to 
the  duties  of  his  station,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  service  I  was  ^ent  on, 
to  the  fatal  moment  wVicn  he  was 
struck  by  a  cannon  ball,  while  he  was 
in  the  act  of  encouraging  our  artillery- 
men in  the  redoubt,  of  which  we  had 
just  possessed  ourselves,  and  which  I 
fear  wfll  deprive  his  sovereign  and  his 
country  of  the  services  of  a  most  pro- 
mising officer. 

I  have,  &c. 

Occurrences  fo)'  December. 

Dec.  14. — ^The  honoarable  court  of 
directors  have  been  pleased  to  autho- 
rize this  government  to  subscribe  on 
the  part  of  the  company,  the  sum  of 
5000  pagodas  per  annum  to  the  mili- 
tary, and  1000  pagodas  to  the  medi- 
cal fund. 

G.  O.  By  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
Dkc.  15.  —  The  commander-in- 
chief  has  lately  received  copies  of  va- 
rious complaints  which  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  government,  from 
the' magistrate  of  the  zillah  of  Ganjam, 
against  certain  officers  of  the  army, 
who  have  presumed  to  inflict  corporal 
punishment  on  persons  pver  whom 
they  had  no  legitimate  centroul,  and 
even  to  maltreat  the  native  officers 
employed,  under  the  authority  of  the 
magistrate,  in  the  direction  of  the 
Snferter  duties  of  police  in  the  zillah  of 
Ganjani. 

The  commander-in-chief  deenaed  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  ascextaio^  that  th« 
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complaints  were  well  founded,  before 
he  proceeijed  to  act  upon  them. 

He  directed  the  necessary  enquiries 
to  be  made,  and  called  on  the  parties 
accused  to  reply  to  the  accusation. 
Their  answers  have  admitted  the  fact 
of  their  unauthorised  assumption  of 
authority, and  whatever  weight  may  be 
given  by  the  proper  authority  to  the 
circumstances  of  provocation,  which 
they  have  stated  in  palliation  of  their 
offences,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
commander-in-chief  thus  publicly  to 
record  his  strong  disapprobation  of  their 
conduct. 

Wiien  the  behaviour  of  any  public 
servant  of  the  government  in  the  pub- 
lic or  other  departments  is  such  as  to 
'  require  correction,  the  parlies  aggrieved 
by  such  misconduct  have  a  regular 
channel  for  obtaining  redress,  by  an 
application  to  the  superior  civil  autho- 
rities in  the  district,  or  if  necessary, 
to  the  paramount  authority  of  the 
government  j  and  complaints  regular- 
ly made  on  reasonable  and  just  grounds 
will  assuredly  meet  with  attention  :— 
bat  when  military  officers  arrogate 
to  themselves  powers  which  the  regu- 
lations of  the  government  have  express- 
ly and  exclusively  entrusted  to  the  civil 
magistrates,  they  must  not  expect  to 
escape  the  punishment  which  attaches 
to  a  breach  of  established  orders,  nor 
will  that  punishment  in  future  be 
limited  to  the  expression  of  censure. 

That  the  character  of  the  officers  of  tlie 
army  at  large. may  not  be  subjected  to  im- 
putation from  the  culpability  of  a  few, 
the  commander-in-chief  deems  it  ne- 
cessary to  naooe  the  officers  whose  ir- 
regularity of  coiKiuct  has  called  for 
this  animadversion  ;  aud  thus  pub- 
licly to  censure  captain  John  Simmons, 
of  the  '  11  th  regiment  of  N.  I.  lor  an 
undue  assumption  of  authority,  in 
causing  certain  grain  dealers  in  the  ha- 
;  «ir  of  Chicacole  to  be  dogged  j  and 
lieutenant  James  Jobson,  and  assisl- 
ant  sut^eon  Gibbon,  of  the  4th  regi- 
ment of  Native  Infantry,  for  striking 
and  otherwise  maltreating^  at  diderent 
times,  the  Cutwalls  of  villages  in  the 
zUlah  of  Ga(ijam>  whose  conduct  had 
given  theni  cause  of  oifence.  The 
contrition  these  officers  have  expressed, 
with  ciicumstances  which  they  have 


stated  in  excuse*  have  id  the  present 
instance  iodoced  the  comaiaDder-in* 
chief  to  confitie  bts  notice  of  their 
error  to  the  expression  of  his  disappro* 
bation,  but  he  desires  it  may  be  mlly 
understood  "  that  irritation  and  passion,** 
cannot  be  admitted  as  justi^iog  the 
breach  of  positive  regulation,  dr  aoy 
deviation  from  that  respect  ]Bvbich  i$ 
due  from  every  member  of  the  com- 
munity to  the  officers,  or  subordinate 
agents  of  the  civil  power. 

Dec  15. — It  being  the  intention  pf 
his  excellency  the  commnpder-in-chief 
to  proceed  at  an  early  period  on  a  tonr 
of  inspection  to  the  several  stations  of 
the  army,  all  officers  now  abs^t  frocn 
corps  belonging  to  tb^  centre  division 
wilt  join  forthwith  ;  those  whose  corps 
ate  in  the  ceded  district  of  Mysoie, 
must  join  by  the  1 5th  of  Janoaiy ; 
and  those  belonging  to  Malabar  and 
Canara,  Travancore,  and  the  soathern 
division,  by  the  First  of  February  next. 

The  only  exceptions  to  tbi^i  order 
will  be  officers  who  have  obtained 
leave  of  absence  beyond  the  presidenqr 
of  Fort  St«  George,  to  those  on  sick 
certificate,  whose  health  may  stili 
prevent  them  from  joining  ;  officers  so 
situated  must  transmit  immediately  to 
the  office  of  the  adjutant* general  of  the 
army,  medical  certificates  to  that 
effect. 

Officers  whose  business  may  be  so 
urgent,  as  to  induce  them  to  wish  to 
submit  the  particular  circumstances  of 
their  case,  for  his  excellency  the  com« 
tuander-in-chief  s  further  consideration 
in  the  hope  of  being  exempted  from 
the  operation  of  this  order,  will  do 
so  immediately  through  the  regular 
channel  >  and  to  avoid  unnecessary 
delay,  duplicates  may  be  transmitted 
direct  to  the  adjutant-general*s  office. 

Dec.  21 . — Th  is  morning  arrived  his 
Majesty's  ship  Phseton,  captain  Pej- 
lew,  bearing  the  fiag  of  his  exeeileocy 
rear-admiral  Drury,  and  accoropa  ied 
by  his  majesty's  ships,  fiucephalusy 
captain  Pelly^  and  Barracoota^  captaia 
Owen. 

A  salute  of  17  guns  was  fired  on  the 
admiral's  ship  anchoring,  which  was 
returned  by  the  Bucephalus. 

The  transports  with  troops  from  this 
poFt^  and  from  Bombay^  arrived  safe)/ 
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at  Roderigoes,  one  transport  ooly  bad 
reached  that  place  from  Bengal,  which 
had  parted  company  with  the  others  off 
the  Saod  Heads.  Admiral  Drury  left 
Roderigoes  on  his  return  to  this  port, 
aboat.tbe  8tb  of  Norember,  with  the 
Phaeton  and  Bucephalos. 

The  Barracoota  accomMnted  the 
troops  from  Boarbon  to  Roderigues, 
and  left  that  island  tbe22d  November. 
On  that  day  the  expedition  sailed  from 
thence  for  the  Isle  of  France,  without 
waiting  fx  the  troaps  from  Bengal. 

Admiral  Bertie  was  with  the  expedi- 
tion, and  his  llag  was  hoisted  on  board 
the  Africaine.  He  came  from  the  Cape 
in  the  Nisus  frigate  The  troops  from 
Bourbon  consisted  of  his  majesty's  69th 
and  56th  regiments,  the  arrillery  under 
major  Taynion,  the  detachment  of  his 
majesty's  15th  dragoons,  400  sepoys  of 
the  flank  companies  of  ibe  (ith  and 
12th  \.  1.  under  major  J.  Veruon,  of 
the  6th  N.  I.  To  these  are  to  be' add- 
ed the  force  which  last  sailed  from  Ma- 
dras and  Bombay,  forming  an  aitack- 
^  iog  force  of  about  6,000  men,  besides 
seamen  and  marines.  His  majesty's 
86ih  regiment,  and  the  battalion  com- 
panies of  the  6th  and  12th  N.  I. 
were  left  at  Bourbon,  under  lieutenant- 
oolonels  Drummond  and  Fraser. 

Lieutenant-general  Abcrcrombie, 
major-general  Warde,  major  Caldwell, 
chief  engineer,  with  his  exa*llency 
govenwr  Farqnhar,  and  the  staff,  were 
on  board  the  Africaine  on  the  22d  No* 
▼ember.  They  expected  to  reach  the 
Isle  of  France  in  two  days.  The  troops 
and  offiqers  were  all  well,  and  in  high 
spirits. — Col.  Keating  commanded  the 
reserve. 

Since  the  capture  of  the  French  fri- 

fate,  Venus,  none  of  the  enemy's  ships 
ad  ventured  out  of  port.  The  nacoe 
of  the  Venus  had  been  altered  to  the 
Nereide,  and  she  was  blockading  Port 
Louts.  \ 

'  The  Cevloo  and  Africaine  had  t>een 
xofitted  and  accompanied  the  expedition. 

Occurrences  Jbr  January. 

Fwrt  St.  George,  ]  itk  Jan.  181K 
Captaiat  Barlowj  of  his  majes- 


ty*s  3^4  th  regiment,  private  secretary 
and  aid  de  camp  to  the  honourable  the 
governor,  arrived  this  morning  in  his 
majesty's  ship,  Cornelia,  with  dis- 
patches A-om  the  honorable  Robert 
Townsend  Farquhar,  esq.,  governor 
of  the  Jsle  of  France  and  its  dependen- 
cies, announcing  the  surrender  of  the 
Isle  of  France  on  the  3d  ultimo,  to  his 
majesty's  and  the  honorable  company's 
naval  and  land  forces,  under  the  com- 
mand of  their  excellencies  vicersdmiral 
Bertie,  and  lieutenant-general  the  ho- 
norable John  Abercrombie 

Ordered  that  a  royal  salute  from  the 
ramparu  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  three 
vollies  of  small  arras  by  the  troops  in 
garrison,  be  fired  in  honor  of  this  im- 
portant event. 

The  European  troops  in  garrison  to 
be  victualled,  and  the  native  troops  to 
receive  dry  batta  to-day. 

Published  by  order  of  the  honorable 
the  governor  in  council. 

W.  Thackeray, 
Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

Jan.  I5lh.—  Qu  Friday  last,  the 
troops  in  garrison  fired  three  vollies  in 
honor  of  the  capitulation  of  the  Isle  of 
France  to  his  majesty's  and  the  honora- 
ble company's  naval  and  land  forces, 
under  the  command  of  their  excellen- 
cies vice-admiral  Benie  and  lieutenant- 
general  the  honorable  JoLu  Abercrom- 
bie, and  the  Europeans  in  garrison  were 
victualled  on  the  occasion. 

Jan,  22.— :The  honorable  the  go- 
vernor in  council  derives  much  satis- 
faction in  publishing  to  the  army,  the 
sentiments  of  distinguished  approba- 
tion it  has  pleased  the  right  honorable 
the  governor-general  in  council  to  re- 
cord on  the  occasion  of  the  late  suc- 
cessful attack  made  on  the  Dutch  pos- 
sessions at  the  island  of  Banda  Neira, 
by  the  force  employed  on  that  service 
under  the  orders  of  captain  C.  Cole  of 
the  Royal  Navy. 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  Captain  Cole, 
commcmding  H,  M.'i  ship,    Caro' 
line,  under  date  23d  Nov.  1810. 
I  am  directed  by  the  right  honorable 

the  governor-general  in  council  to  ac- 
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knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  of 
the  29th  ult.  relative  to  the  'lab  iub- 
cessful  operations  of  the  force  emplo/- 
ed  under  your  command  in  thfe  redact 
lion  of  the  island  of  Banda. ' 

The  details  of  this  brilliant  achieve- 
ment, at)d  of  your  arrangements  for 
the  administration  and  security  of  the 
Island,  as  reported  by  you  and  captain 
Nixon  to  the  government  of  Fort  St. 
George,  have  been  communicated  to 
his  LoMshipin  council,  who  observes, 
with  just  admiration,  the  judgment, 
ability,  and  foresight,manife8tedbyyoa 
in  the  plan  of  attack;  and  the  zeal,  in- 
trepidity, and  precision  with  which  it 
was  carried  into  effect,  by  the  gallant 
officers  and  men  of  the  naval  and  mili- 
tary service  under  your  direction.  His 
lordship  in  council  considers  the  rapid 
conquest  of  a  place  so  strongly  Ibrtified 
by  nature  and  art,  in  the  face  of  a  su- 
perior force,  without  the  loss  of  a  man, 
as  forming  a  singular  event  in  the  an- 
nals of  British  enterprize,  reflecting  a 
peculiar  degree  of  credit  on  your  pro- 
fessional skill,  and  affording  an  extra- 
ordinary instance  of  discipline,  courage, 
and  activity,  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
and  men  under  your  command. 


X^e  governor-general  in  council  con- 
siders me  eulogium  ^^hich  you  baVe 
bestowM  generally  on  the  detachment 
of  the-H.  C,  troops  employed  on  this 
occasion,  and  especially  on  the  conduct 
of  their  commanding  officer,  captain 
'Nixotl'.  and  of  lietTtenant  Yatrt  and 
ensign  Allen,  to  be  highly  honorable 
to  them  5  and  has  directed  the  expres- 
sion of  his  distinguished  af^probation  to 
be  conveyed  to  them  g«»neraily  and  in- 
dividually through  f'ne  ^hann^l  of  th» 
resident  at  Amboyna. 

OcctttreiKes  far  Fehritanj. 

Feb.  2. — On  Tuebd.iy -last  arrived 
his  majesty's  ship,  Leda,  captain  Bay- 
er, from  Calcutta. 

The  honorable  Sir  Johh  '  Kewbolt, 
knt.  puisne  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  at  Madr  s,  landed  about  noon  the 
same  day,  under  the  salute  dne  to  Ji?s 
rank,  and  immediately  proteeded  to  the 
garden  house  of  the  hcinofaMe  thfe 
chief  justice. 

This  morning  being  the  first  day  of 
term,  the  honorable  .•-tr  John  ♦Jew- 
bolt  took  his  seat  in  the  supreme  <5otirt, 
under  the  customary  formalities. 


Bombay  Occurrences  for  J  Ay  vary,  1810. 


January  6. — ^The  following  are  the 
movements  of  the  expedition  subse- 
quent to  the  result  of  the  attack  on 
Rhus  ul  Khyma. 

From  Rhus  ul  Khyma  the  ^oops  pro- 
ceeded to  Linga  on  the  Persian  coast, 
wjbere  they  destroyed  twenty  dows  and 
bpats,  without  sustaining  any  loss. 
From  ^his  place  the  expedition  sailejd 
to  the  port  of  Luft,  situated  on  tlie 
north  side  of  theJLsle  of  Khisma,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  26th  of  J^ovember. 
In  the  after noqii  of  that  day  Moola 
tl^ss^in,  the  chfef  of  the  pJfice,  sent  on 
board  his  Majesty's .  ship  Chifibnn»j  for 
the  purpose  of  ireatiug  for  tlic  surren- 


der of  the  dows  and  boats,  which  he 
agreed  to  do )  but  wheu  the  appointed 
time*arrlved  he  refused  fo  give  them 

Arrangements  were  accordingly  made 
for  the  exercise  of  compulsory  means. 
Tlie  dows  and  boats  were  ranged  under 
cover  of  a  small  stone  fort  at  the  \ve/B- 
tern*  extremity  of  the  town.  In  die 
^ftorpopn  of  tfiQ  azth  three  hunilred 
mdjji  consisting  of  the  "li^t  company 
'  of  tne  '4/ th,  naif  4  company  of  the 
65 th,with4he  Royal  mariq^s  belonging 
to  the  Chifforfne,  Under  the  command 
pf  lie4,t^^i>t  Drury*  and  the  detacb- 
menjt  of  the  second  Native  In^utry, 
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assisted  by  a  party'of  seamen  underlieut. 
ChrichtoD  of  the  ChifFonne,  who  were 
employed  in  bringing  np  a  howitzer, 
were  landed,  and  having  taken  posses- 
lion  of  the  town, proceeded  to  the  attack 
of  the  Fort,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
dows  and  boats,  while  the  Fury,  which 
drew  little  water,  and"  the  gun  boat*;, 
were  employed  in  keeping  np  a  smart 
fircf  t)n  the  fort.  The  dows  and  boats, 
eleven  in  number,  among  which  were 
three  very  large  dows,  wer':  complete- 
ly destroyed.  The  Fort  made  an  ol)- 
stinate  resistance  ;  but  was  at  last  de- 
livered up  by  Moola  Hussein,  together 
with  all  the  property  which  he  had 
plunderevl  from  the  Imaum. 

It.wastaKen  possession  of  by  a  de- 
tachment of  his  Majesty's  47th  regi- 
ment, and  was  the  next  day  delivered 
up  to  Sheik  Lcrvish  the  head  of  a 
tribe  of  Beniroain  Arabs  attached  to 
the  Imaum  of  Muscat,  in  trust  for  the 
lattei*. 

Moola  Hussein  was  allowed  to  depart 
in  safely. 

'Hie  ^enfiy  bati  between  seventy 
and  eighty  killed  and  wounded. 

Our  loss  was  tu^t  inconsiderable. 

Killed.— 1  OWe<?r  anrf  j^  utik  and  file 
of  tbe47ib^-^t  Soijomt,  1  Mok  and  iilc  of 

of  H.M.'s  ihip  viiifibiinc» 

Wounded. — 1  Serjeant,  and  9  rank  and 
file  of  the  471b.— *i  Offi:Vr,  i  serjrant,  6  rank 
and  file  of  the  S^^t^-^i  Jcmedar  and  12  Sc- 
povi  of  2d  of  the  td.'—iiS  Seamen  of  H.M.*s 
&bip  CbiffoBoc. — 1  ofiiccr  and  4  men  of  ibc 
H.  C  cruizer  Mprninjiton. — t  Officer,  H. 
t.  cniizrr'  Tcmatc. — i  Man  of  the  H.  C. 
cruizer  Nautilla. — s  Do.  of  ihe  Fary. 

Total*— 10  kirilec)r.i6  wounded. 
Name^ff  cjg^ers  Jailed  and  wounded, 

Ufin.  S.Wcj4/trfH.<M»!«  wfih  killed.— 
JLicut.  S.  firVVafraa^of  l|.J)4*>-§^tb  wound- 


ed.— Mr.  Hay.  'M'^hiynian,  Wtornington, 
do.— Mr.  Git^,''ad.'T<iHia(^,ao. 

Yesterday' thii  ftbndunable  Sir  James 
Mackintosh  proceded  to  the  adjti(!\icar- 
tion  of  the  H.  C  ship  EuVope,  ind 
cargo,  wHlfcb  was  retaken  at  St.  Paul's 
by  tlw^expedftion  under  the-  cotnmand 
of  Cohimodbtb  Rowfey,and  Heutehant- 
colonel  Keatms;.  They  were  decreed 
to  be  restored  t6  the  owners  on  the 
payment  of  salvage  and  costs. 

Jan.  13. — On  Wednesday  last,  bri- 
gadier-general Malcolm,  accompanied 
t>)r  the  gentlemen  and  troops  belonging 


to  the  Persian  mij^siun,  left  this  place 
for  Persia. 

On  the  same  day,  N.  H.  Smithy 
Esq.  sailed  for  the  Gulph. 

On  Thursday,  nmjor-general  Cham- 
pagne, sailed  for  Cfllcuita. 

Approp:iate  sahues  were  fired  on 
the  oroion  o^  the  embarkation  of 
niMjot-ptncrnl  Champagne  and  briga- 
dirr-fUMi.  Miilcolm. 
/  'Ih'j  followirg  oHlcers  and  gentle^ 
men  lucDjnpanicd  brigadier-general 
M.tlcnlm. 

Cr»;)fain  Grant,  commanding  the  es- 
ron  of  the  Por^\in  mission,  cdptarn 
Wanchnpe,  T)r.  Cohjiihoun,  surgeon 
to  the  mission,  Dr.  Cormac,  surgeoD 
to  the  escort,  lieut.  Stewart,  first  as- 
sistant, lieut.  Little,  aid-de-camp,— 
lieut.  Johnson,  commanding  the  party 
of  I  /th  light  dragoons,  liuut  Frederick, 
commanding  infantry,  lieut.  McDo- 
nald, political  assistant,  ensign  Fother- 
ingham,  commanding  Madias  cavalry^ 
ensign  Monteath,  engineer,  Mr.  Wil- 
liaros,  Mr.  Babington. 

Jaw.  27. — Under  this  date  is  an- 
nonnced  the  fa)l  of  tire  fort  of  Shina*> 
ass.  The  force  by  which  this  enter- 
prize  was  accomplished  sailed  from 
Muscat  on  the3^th  of  December  last, 
and  arrived  at  Shinaass  on  the  evening 
of  the  31st.  In  this  expedition  tbfe 
English  were  accompanied  by  nearly 
4000  of  the  Imaum*s  troops.  Tbe  fbit 
was  summoned  to  surrender  j  and  on 
refusal  was  bombarded  by  the  ships  and 
gnn-boats.  Its  sitnation,  however,  was 
too  distant  to  admit  of  such  a  mode  of 
attack  being  efficacious;  the  troops 
'Were  landed  on  the  morning  of  the  2d 
Jan.  about  half  a  mile  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  town,  on  a  sandy  beach, 
which  is  overflowed  during  high  spring 
tides  and  a  southerly  wind ;  the  posi- 
tion was  an  excellent  one,  as  they  had 
a  back  water  running  parallel  to  tho 
sea  about  forty  yards  in  front.  The 
Imaum*8  troops  were  posted  on  the 
left  of  the  British. 

AlO|  inch  mortar,  with  a  coupfe 
of  field  pieces,  were  taken  across  the 
creek  with  an  intention  of  attacking 
the  fort  on  its  southern  side,  when  a 
party  oi  the  enemy's  cavalry  made 
their  appearance  from  the  woods  which 
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run  along  the  coast  about  a  mile  distant 
from  the  sea,  and  commenced  an  at* 
tack  :  but  they  were  at  length  put  to 
flight  by  the  advanced  party.  This  cir- 
cumstance, which  shewed  that  this 
plan  of  operations  was  exposed  to  fre- 
ijuent  interruptions  of  this  kind,  de- 
termined lieutenant-oolonel  Smith  to 
chai  ge  his  plan  He  accordingly  en- 
trenched himself  in  the  position  above 
mentioned,  and  erected  a  battery 
against  the  sea  fiice  of  the  fort.  The 
zeai  of  captain  VVainwrighl  soon  lined 
t||is  battery  with  two  24-pounders,  one 
12-poundercarronade,  and  three  brass 
12-pounder'»  from  the  fleef,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  three  field  pieces  belonging 
to  the  detachment.  A  very  heavy  fire 
was  opened  at  day-break  of  the  3d,  and 
between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  a  breach 
was  made  in  ^e  curtain,  and  shortly 
afterwards  one  of  the  towers  of  the 
fort  fell  in.  The  guns  were  then  di- 
rected to  the  other  towers,  from  which 
bowever  it  was  found  impossible  to 
drive  the  enemy.  Two  o'clock  was  the 
hour  appointed  for  storming ;  in  which 
a  body  of  400  of  the  Imaum's  troops 
were  to  assist.  While  the  different  de- 
tachments were  taking  up  their  stations 
of  attack,  the  Imaum's  troops,  from 
misunderstandmg  the  orders,  got  be- 
fore the  British,  and  entered  the  breach 
first,  but  our  soldiers  observing  this, 
aoon  got  up  to  them,  and  passed  them: 
on  which  the  Imaumees  readily  yielded 
up  the  remaining  labor  and  honor  of 
the  day. 

By  hve  o'clock  the  fort  was  entirely 
surrendered,  and  shortly  afterwards 
was  given  up  to  the  Imaum's  troops. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  a 
more  obstinate  resistance  than  was 
.  made  by  the  enemy  in  this  position. — 
His  defences  were  nearly  battered  to 
ruins,  and  the  greatest  part  of  his  gar- 
rison lay'  around  in  mangled  heaps  j 
still,  in  this  hopeless  condition,  while 
the  body  of  his  fort  was  occupied  by 
the  British  and  Imaumees,  he  perse- 
vered at  every  the  least  cessation  of  the 
musqaetry,  to  fire  upon  them  from  two 
of  his  towers,  which  were  not  suffici- 
ently destroyed  to  admit  of  an  imme- 
diate dislodgment.    Every  attempt  to 


scale  these  towers  was  made  in  vain  | 
every  access  to  them  was  strongly  bar- 
ricadoed  and  defended  by  long  spears, 
with  showers  of  lai^e  stones  from  their 
tops.  Evening  was  now  fast  approach- 
ing, when  humanity,  and  every  other 
consideration,  calling  for  a  termination 
to  such  a  scene  of  carnage,  the  few 
survivors  in  the  fort  were  called  upon 
to  surrender  and  save  their  lives.  Dieath 
sooner  than  submission  was  the  answer 
they  sent.  Two  12- pounders  and  three 
pieces  were  now  brought  up  from  the 
battery,  and  a  heavy  fire  with  double 
shot  was  opened  close  under  the  towers 
in  order  to  level  them.  The  enemy 
still  kept  up  his  fire^  and  seemed  de- 
termined to  ^ry  himself  in  the  ruins. 
The  hand  grenades  and  fire-balls  which 
were  made  use  of,  were  returned  ap- 
on  the  British  before  they  could  burst, 
with  deliberate  resolution^  As  the  tow* 
ers  were  rapidly  falling  in,  and  every 
soul  in  a  short  time  must  have  perish- 
ed, the  firing  was  ordered  to  oease, 
and  another  e&rt  made  to  save  their 
lives. 

Happily  one  ouMi  aoquaintcd  widi 
the  English  character  at  length  ame 
forward,  and  alter  letterated  aasor- 
ances  of  protection,  the  remainder 
were,  through  this  man's  roeaos^  pre- 
vailed upon  to  surrender. 

It  is  impossible  to  do  adequate  jm- 
tice  to  the  great  and  unwearied  exer- 
tion of  the  British  officers  and  8<4diers, 
to  save  the  lives  of  their  conquered  ene- 
mies. 

Men,  whose  practice  it  is  to  give  no 
quarter,  are  not  easily  persuaded  that 
any  ofier  of  it  is  sinceie.  The  diffi- 
culty of  prodncine  soch  a  persuasioa 
on  the  minds  of  the  unhappy  wretches 
on  the  present  occasion,  was  enhanced 
by  the  desperate  animosity  which  pie- 
vailed  between  them  and  our  allies. 

Oar  officers  frequendy  interfered  at 
the  risk  of  their  own  lives,  to  protect 
the  former  from  the  ferodons  n^  of 
the  latter.  The  personal  exertions  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Smith  were  emi- 
nently conspicuous. 

Our  loss  was  trifling,  amoonting 
only  to  one  killed  and  eleven  woonded; 
amongst  the  latter  were  Ueata.  W.  C. 
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Harvey  and  H.  Taylor  of  H.  M's  65th 
raiment. 

The  lots  of  the  eoemy  wat  400  killed. 

Jav.  Ip.'^The  honorable  the  go- 
iwrnorlncociiicilb  pleaied  to  permit 
liettteant-colooei  Akiander  Walker 
to  proceed  to  England,  with  the  option 
of  retiring  from  or  retaming  to  the 
terfke  at  the  expiration  of  his  fur» 
lough. 

The  sentiments  of  government  on 
the  high  professional  character^  and , 
distinguished  merits  of  lieutenant-colo« 
nel  Walker,  were  expressed  in  th^  or- 
ders, dated  the  19th  of  January,  1S09» 
on  the  occasion  of  that  officer's  former 
Mdharkation  for  Europe.  The  com- 
nionlcatton  of  the  wishes  of  the  right 
honorable  the  governor-general,  that 
the  residence  of  colonel  Walker  in  this 
oomtrir,  anight  be  protonged  for  the 
porpose  of  carrying  into  eSect  an  ar- 
rangement of  great  political  impor- 
tance^ deterrohied  the  lieutenant-colo- 
nel  to  return  to  his  station,  and  to  re- 
aaaumethe  functions  of  his  office. 

Having  immediately  entered  upon 
the  delicate  duties  committed  to  his 
ftble  management,  the  progress  of  his 
negotiations,  and  the  success  of  his 
measures,  have  been  marked  by  that 
judgment,  ability,and  address,  of  which 
he  has  afibrded  so  many  decided  proofs: 
at  the  same  time  that  the  reputation  of 
the  British  arms  has  been  maintained 
andextended  under  his  approved  mili- 
tary talents  and  skill,  in  a  degree  that 
baa  already  attracted  the  distinguished 
approbation  of  the  right  honorable  the 
governor  general)  the  governor  in 
coiinoil  therefore,  in  announcing  lieu- 
tenant-colonel  Walker's  ultimate  re- 
turn to  his  native  country,  embraces 
the  opportunity  of  renewing  the  ex- 
preasion  of  the  obligations  df  this  go- 
i^enunent  for  those  important  aervloes, 
wbkh  have  already  received  its  cordial 
und  onqualified  testimony ;  and  which 
have  been  enhanced  by  the  eminent 
and  snbstantial  benefits  that  this  presi« 
dency  has  derived  from  his  protracted 
Teaidcnce  in  India. 

Oc^^ttrTvnca^  for  February. 
Faa.  IO.«-»Iotelligeoce  by  the  shipa 


arrived  from  the  Gulph  states  that  ge- 
neral Malcolm  and  his  suite,  and  Mr. 
N,  H.  Smith,  had  reached  Muscat  in 
pursuance  of  their  respective  missions  ; 
and  that  the  gallant  officers  in  com- 
mand of  the  Expedition  agaiivst  the 
pirates,  were  successfully  prosecuting 
the  service  of  annihilating  the  floating 
power  of  those  cruel  and  unprincipled 
freebooters, 

Feb.  14. — At  a  general  court-mar- 
tial, held  at  Bombay,  on  the  seventh 
day  of  November,  I8O9,  and  continu- 
ed by  adjournment  to  the  24th  day  of 
January  following,  lieutenant  N.  C. 
Maw,  of  the  regiment  of  European 
infantr)',  was  arraigned  upon  various 
charges  of  drunkenness,  riotous  and 
ungentlemanlike  behaviour,  during  the 
voyage  from  England,  exhibittd  against 
bira  by  captain  Nash,  commander  of 
the  H.  C.'s  ship  Marchioness  of  Exeter. 

The  court  passed  the  following  sen- 
tence, viz. 

**  The  court  having  maturely  weigh- 
ed and  considered  the  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  the  prosecution,  together  with 
what  the  prisoner,  lieutenant  N.  C. 
Maw  has  adduced  in  his  defence,  ftre 
of  opinion,  that  he  is '  not  guilty'  of 
the  first  part  of  the  first  charge,  viz. 
'  insulting  captain  Nash  at  his  own 
table,  on  the  14th  of  July,  I8O9,*  but 
the  court  find  the  prisoner  guilty  of 
having  made  use  of  an  unguarded  and 
improper  expression,  in  calling  cap- 
tain Nash  a  *  blackguard,'  when  going 
out  of  the  cuddy, 

"  On  the  second  charge,  the  court 
are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is '  not 
guilty,'  and  do  therefore  honorably  ac- 
quit him  of  this  charge. 

**  On  the  third  charge,  the  court 
are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  not 
guilty  of  the  crime  stated  in  this  charge, 
and  do  therefore  honorably  acquit  him. 

"  The  court  having  found  the  pri- 
soner guilty  in  part  only  of  the  first 
charge,  which  being  a  breach  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  war,  in  such  cases  made  and 
provided,  iKijudge,  that  he  the  prisoner, 
lieutenant  N.  C.  Maw,  of  the  honor- 
able company's  regiment  of  Euro-' 
pean  infantry,  shall  be  admonished, 
in  such  ouinner,  as  the  commander  in 
chief  may  please  to  direct. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


126 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL 


'*  In  passing  the  above,  seDtepce  on 
the  prisoner,  lieutenant  Maw,  \\)i^ 
court  are  anxious  to  express,  tiiai  ilmj 
do  not  in  the  smallest  degree  attach 
any  description  of  ctonducl,  tmbecotft^ 
ing  the  character  of  an  otBcer  and  a 
gentleman^  as  set  forward  against  him 
in  the  charges,  the  two  last  of  wbichi 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court,,  are  alto- 
gether '  vexatious,  frivolous,  and  ma- 
licious,' and  appear  not  to  have  been 
preferred  from  any  motive  of  public 
justice/* 

The  commander  in  chief  approves 
and  confirms  the  senteocei  of  the 
«ourt  5  and  in  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion, he  desires  it  to  be  known,  that 
the  extent  to  which  the  charges  pre- 
ferred against  lieutenant  Maw  have 
been  proved,  is  so  clearly  expre^^ed 
jn  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial, 
the  commander  in  chief  considers  the 
publication  of  their  opinion,  in  gene-» 
ral  orders,  to  be  a  suiBcient  adQioia- 
tion.  ,    . 

Lieutenant  Maw  is  released  from  hi§ 
arrest,  and  ordered  to  join  his  corps 
without  delay. 

.  Feb.  15. — Two  vessels  have  arrived 
from  the  Gulph,  but  have  brought 
no  further  European  intelligence.  Sir 
H.  Jones,  had  quitted  the  Persian 
Court  at  Taheran,  and  had  proceeded 
towards  Constantinople,  on  his  way  to 
England.  An  invitation  to  proceed  to 
Taheran,  couched  in  the  most  flatter- 
ing terms,  had  been  sent  tio  brigadier-* 
general  Malcolm. 

The  expedition  under  the  command 
of  captain  Wainwright  and  lieute- 
nant-colonel Smith,  was  on  its  return 
to  Bombay,  and  may  now  be  hourly 
expected  to  arrive.   • 

The  following  ocders  were  published 
by    lieutenant-colonel  Smith,  on    the 
fall  of  the  fort  of  Schenaass. 
General  Orders. 

"  Lieutenant-colonel  Smith  aviils 
himself  of  the  first  moment  of  leisure 
after  re-embarking  of  lbetrdops,:Jp.eit. 
press  his  perfect  admiralion  aiid  ap* 
plause  at  the  conduct  of  all  ranks  .ia 
the  capture  of  Schenaass  on  the  3^  iu* 
stant :  their  exertions  in  throwing  up 
entrenchments,  and  alertness  duringthe 
iiege,  their  patience  under  fatigue,  and 


REGISTER,  1810-11. 

.,  H'    ' 

gallantry  in  the  assault,  alike deaecve  tbe 
llealen3oV-ook>pci'»f)rMe*eQd  thanks. 

"  Tbe  bununitir  of*  B«kM>  aoldiers 
will  befaoAoorebbaisfedtloqgfeflHmbQB- 
ed  throughdui  i^Mbiii  froiB-  A»fy^  4f 
SGhqoaads,i<kleniicl^,'tt  wes  wi^^auch 
mad  fesolnticD  and  persevering  obsti- 
nacy .  Tbe  generopstreatmeoc^  ftbewo 
to  the  few  survivors  afler  the  fall. of  tbe 
fbrt 'Will  never  be  forgottejti,  and  must 
compel  even  savtiges  to  feel  and  prac- 
tice mercy. 

'*  TheJieutenact-colonel  rejoicea» 
that  tbe  success  of  this  little  force  has 
never  been  stained  by  a  single  act  of 
croelty,  and  be  -retts  confident^  that 
every  soldier  will  pcmliniie  to  observe 
that  degree  of  moderation,  which  is 
never  separated  from  true  coumge. 

'<  Tbe  lieoteoai>t*co]oQel*s  thanks 
are  due  to  ail  who  served  under  faioi 
on  this  OGcaaion,  but  he  feeb.it  just  to 
offer  his  .special  acknowledgmentsi  to 
major  Milnes  of  his  majesty's  ^\h  re- 
giment, and  the  officers  and  aen  who 
composed  the  fitoroung  party,  ibr.the 
firmness  and  good  $ir^  with  which 
they  marched  to  th^  assault ;  abo  to 
captain  Clutterbuck,  65Lb  regiment, 
and  tbe  brave'litile  band  of  voluoteen^ 
who  headed  the  party.  His  thanks  are 
al^  due  to  n^ajor  Garstin,  who  com- 
manded tl>e  reserve,,  and  to  cap(aio  Sto- 
rey, in  command  of  the  detachnaent  of 
the  65 th  and  native  troops,  to  guard  our 
most  exposed  Bank  against  any  attempt 
of  the  enterprising  cavalry,  which  that 
ofiioer  so  hatidsomely  put  to  flight  on 
the  preceding  day.  Tbe  commanding 
ofHcer  makes  bis  full  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  skill  and  unwearied  exer- 
tions of  captain  Sealy,  commanding 
the  artillery,  and  he  begs  him  to  accept 
and  communicate  his  b^t  thanks.  Tlie 
indefatigable,  seal  of  captain  Tucker, 
attached  to  the.  artillery,  displayed  it- 
self to  the  same  advantage  as  at  Aasiift- 
khyma,  and  is  idost.thankfully  notk^. 

< '  Tbe  lieutenaftt<-c(^ners  partk:ohff 
thanks  are  likevnse.dve  to  Mr.  surgeoD 
Young,  and  tbe  officer^  of  the  n^kai 
department,  for  thair  humane  attention 
not  only  to  outoWh  wounded,  but  to 
those  of  our  allies,  and  the  unfortunate 
prisoneri. 

(Signed)      *'  N.  Warren,  M.  B." 
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'  F£B.25th.— The  whole' o(ibe,troops 
lately  employed  op  tb^  expedition 
ag^jn^t  tbe  Pirate  slates  in  the  gulf  of 
Versia,  have  ret uraed^  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  100  5pt;n,,  who- remain 
in  that  quarter,  with  captain  Wain- 
wrigbi:  ot  itoCbiffonne^andhis  de- 
taiihqw»l>9fc©ipip»<iy'scpuweri^,  After 
t  t>eir^Hlf9IQS4  at  ^k^enaass^  t  beexpodition 
had'^ttOfleded  ^jnst  other  port«  io 
tbe  g,ulpb*^i»U|.  Ao  further  loidiitafy  ope- 
rations were  iqand  neceisary„  the  ter- 
ror of  theif'  aaiue  being  ^sqtficient  to 
indac^  tliQxpiKates  ti^«<^P{^ly  wUh  theif 
dem^^» .  At  U^ePA^^afiQ^  tbd  frtrates 
tbecA^eji^s  undertook  tbe  destruction 
of  ilie,4i>w#'.  and  other  jcr?ift  lying  in 
their- l^rbourf..  h  . 

. .  T.i  G&H9RAL  Ordbb&. 

.  j^Sk^  CasUe.  a(*4i  M^  mo. 

By  government. 
Vbqjarnv^ni^it  prepaftd  at  4luspre- 
s\dQpcfK  0n4er  the  order  ofitticiright. 
hotHKirai^lf ,  t^    governor-general    in, 
counciK/qr  4he  ptirpose  of  suppressing 
the  4i^re^t|on$  of  the;  Jowa^binteepi* 
rates  ia-^iegillpb  of  Persia,  i|o4i  assiat- 
ingibislbiigi^ness  the  loianoi  of  Muscat, 
in  ijhe  nw^Vipry  of  some  of  his  towns 
on  the  Arabian  coast,  of  which  that 
tribe  h'4d  possessed  titomse^vess;  having 
returned  lo  port,  after  the  aqcoipplisb" 
mem  of.  liie  object  of  its  equipmenti 
in  9  manner  ihe  most  creditable,  and 
satisfactory!  the  governor  in  coiUKil 
has  sincere  ^saiisfaqiion  in    publilbiog; 
the  following,  let terf^ this  day  ceceived 
from    the  Hiecretary    to    the  r^ht  ho-*) 
nourable  the  governor-general,  which t 
bnv^so.fuiJy  anticipated  the  lenumento. 
of  this  government,  on  the  conduct  o£ 
the  forces,  under  thecommasidof  cap- 
tain Waiuwright,  of  his,inai<0ty*js  abip 
La  Chiifonne,  and  lieutenofiiM^oldnei. 
Lion«l  Smith,  of  his  ^majesty*!  />£th: 
regiment,  that  it  only  remains  to  ih^- 
governor  in  couticil  tosubsqribe  to  the 
dlstinguishisd    tesitQiony, .  which    has 
beea  afibrded  by  the  right  honourable 
the  goveroor-general  qf  |iie  merits  of 
that  deiaciiment. 

F,  Warrbw, 
Chief  sec.  to  govt.  Bombay^ 

1  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the 


receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  3d 
instant,  cdotaining  copies  of  reports  of 
the  proceedings  of  tl»e  expedition  in 
tbe  gulph  of  ^Persia,  subsequently  to 
the,  capture  of  Kasool  Khyma. — 2. 
The  ri^t honourable  the  governor -ge- 
t)eral  has  received  tbe^e  .additional 
proofs  of  the  energy,  ;teal,  and  ability 
of  tbe  oomraander:^  o(  the  military  and 
naval,  forces  employed  on  the  service, 
of  the  gallautry  and  exemplary  conduct 
of  the  forces  under  their  command, 
with  the  greatest  -satisfaction  and  ad- 
rogation. His  lordship  considers  tho 
suecesaeff  which  they  have  obtained  to 
be  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  is 
of  opinion,  that  all  the  operations  of 
the  expedition,  reflect  tne  highest 
honour  on  captain  Wainwright,  and 
lieutendDt-coionel  Smith,  and  all  the 
ofiicers  and  men  under  iheir  command, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be«  &c. 
.  '(Signed)        N.  B.  lio3i.oM stone, 

Secretary, 
Fori  Sd.  Georofi,  Jan,  27,  1810. 
G;  C.OsBORKB,  £sa. 
I  ^    Sec.  to  govt. 

giR,  Bomloy. 

I  have  the  honour  tcK  acknowledge 
Ihe  repcipt  of  )rour  dispatch  of.  the 
271b  ulKin\Q> '  accompanied  by  detailed 
accounts  of  the  brtlHant  capture  of  tbe 
port  of  Shenaas,  by  the  forces  tioder 
tbe  command  of  captain  Wainwright, 
of  bi9  majeHty*8  navy,  and  lieiueuaut*^ 
colofiel  &niih. 

.  2(ti  The  right  honourable  the 
gj^v^rner general  haA.  perjoied,  with 
greatVsa^action,  ihe  iiu^resting  de- 
tails of  diat  gallantetiterpriae^  and  di- 
rects me  to  express  his  admiration  of 
the  professional  skill,  energy,  bravery, 
and  h^umanity  of  the  commanding  oiH- 
cfTsapd  men  emploj'ed  ou  that  arduous 
undertaking. 
^  ;    i  baKe  the  honour  to  \^,  &c. 

.i$i,  .B.  £DM0Ns,TO)iB,  sec. 
FotrSLUeorge,  I4^h  Feb.  1810. 
By  order  of  the  honourable  the  go- 
vernor in  council. 

(Signed).  F.  Warren, 

,    ^        '  Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

Li^utenaiQt<*colonel  Smith,  on  his  re* 

turn  to  the  presulency,  was  received  on 

his  landing  by  a  salute  of  hftcen  gutis. 
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Occurrences  for  MarcK 

Bdmhay  Castle,  2 1 th  March,  1810. 
General  order  by  government. 

The  governor  in  covincil  is  pleased 
to  pubiidh  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  from  the  right  hoDoarable  the 
governor-general,  dated  the  7tb  of 
March,  as  containing  a  farther  testi- 
mony of  hit*  lordship's  entire  approba- 
tion of  the  operations  of  the  force  lately 
employed  in  the  guiph  of  Persia,  and  in 
promulgating  these  sentiments  on  the 
final  issue  of  the  expedition,  the  gover- 
nor in  council  avails  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity of  expressingtbeextremecon- 
cern  of  his  government  at  the  casual- 
ties that  have  occurred  in  the  force, 
and  in  particular  in  his  majesty's  65th 
raiment. 

Whilst  sincerely  lamenting  the  loss 
which  his  Majesty's  service  has  sus- 
tained in  the  deaths  of  captain  Dansey 
of  the  65th,  and  of  lieutenaot  Weld 
of  the  47th  regiment ;  the  deprivation 
the  former  corps  experiences  in  the 
services  of  lieoteoants  Harvey  and  Tay- 
lor, and  of  ensign  Warren,  in  conse-  * 
qnence  of  the  wounds  those  officers 
received  at  the  assaull  of  Shinass,  and 
tbe  attack  of  the  fort  of  Luft,  and 
still  severely  labour  under,  has  not 
passed  unnoticed,  nor  unregretted  by 
the  governor  in  council;  who,  under 
a  fuH  and  deep  sense  of  tbe  sufierings 
of  those  respectable  and  promising 
officers,  is  lurther  pleased  to  d'rect 
that  the  field  allowances  of  their  rank 
be  continued  to  them  for  a  period  of 
three  months  after  tbe  return  of  the 
force  to  this  presidency. 

Extr€u:t  of  a  letter  from  the  right  ho- 
nourahle  the  governor* general;  dated 
Fort  St,  Geoige,  March  7th,  1810. 
Par.  3.  The  complete  success  which 
has  attended  all  the  operations  of  tbe 
expedition  to    the   gulph  of  Persia, 
affords  grounds  for  tbe  highest  satisfac- 
tion^ and  reflects  great  honour  on  capt. 
Wainwright,   and     lieutenant-colonel 
Smith,    who    appear  to    have    con- 
ducted all  the  operations  committed 
to  their  management,  with  distinguish- 
ed zeal^  prudence^  promptitude,  |ind 
ability. 


Bj  order  of  the  hononrable  gover- 
nor in  cXMincil. 

William  NswnhaKv 
Sec.  to  Govt 

Occurrences  for  JpriL 

April  7--*The  following  fetters 
were  this  day  published,  to  contfMlict 
a  report,  which  had  gained  credence, 
of  a  gjeneral  commotion  having  taken 
place  in  a  laige  portion  of  tbe  territo- 
ries subordinate  to  this  presidency. 

Secret  department. 
The  honourable  Jonathan  Duncan,  esq. 
President  and  governor  in  council, 

BmnAmf. 
Honourablb  Sir,— I  received  the 
chief  secretary's  letter  of  the  33d  iast. 
on  the  28th  fbUowing,  enclosing  one 
under  a  flying  sail  for  the  comoaander- 
in-chief. 

This  I  duly  forwarded ;  hot  that 
officer  being  on  the  eve  of  departure, 
and  perfectly  satisfied  with  all  my  pro- 
ceeding re^>ecting  Mandvie,  left  me 
to  make  a  statement  of  them,  which 
I  have  now  the  honour  of  doing. 

The  first  account  I  received  of  a 
revolution  having  taken  pUK:e  at  Maod- 
vie,  in  favour  of  a  mnssulman,  wte 
on  the  10th  inst.  The  city  soon  rung 
with  the  same.  In  the  evening,  She- 
vanund^  a  brother  of  the  vizier  of 
Maodvie,  fled  into  town,  with  tbe 
news  of  Sookanund  the  vizier  haWog 
been  kiUed  by  the  Borahs,  at  the  in- 
stigation of  a  wild  Fakir,  named  Ub- 
dul  Rehman,  and  the  rajah  put  to 
flight,  he  believed,  to  another  small 
position  of  his,  near  Bolsanr,  named 
Fardte. 

In  three  days  afterwards,  I  received 
a  letter  (No.  ],)  from  the  fequir,  stil- 
ing  himself  Meen  Sahib,  desiring  me 
to  pay  the  bearer,  by  name  Soolimaan, 
three  hundred  rupees  or  quit  Snrat. 
Soolimaun  had  remained  at  Boodhan, 
in  tbe  Mandvie  district,  and  sent  the 
letter  by  a  cooly,  whom  for  the  pre- 
sent I  ordered  into  confinement.  A 
great  number  of  people  bad  quitted 
the  city  to  join  this  ^natic,  and  the 
Mahomedans  generally  began  to  «&« 
snme  a  very  thn^atening  ak. 
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On  the  lAlb,  the  daj  preoeding  the 
£de,  a  fiEU]iur  from  Boodhan  was  taken 
up,  and  three  accomplices  of  the  city, 
llie '  faquir,  who  called  himself  Syud 
Peer  Shah,  acknowledged  hia  comiug 
into  the  city  from  Boodhan,  with  a 
message  (No.  2)  from  Mean  Ubdul 
Rehman  $aheb  (the  fanatic)  to  Syud 
Hada,  (of  the  Adawlut)  desiring  him 
to  represent  to  me,  that  in  the  New 
Testament  the  name  of  Ahmud  that  was 
written  was  bis,  and  therefore  to  ac- 
knowledge him  or  depart. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  Ede, 
I  attended  the  ceremony.  It  was 
marked  by  the  absence  of  the  general 
number  mf  Mahometans  parading  on 
the  occasion,  and  an  evident  fear  in  the 
Hindoos,  who  had  been  very  generally 
threatened  by  the  circumcised  tribe. 

Appearances  gathered  weight ;  num-* 
bers  had  left  this  city  and  Ranier  to 
repair  to  Boodhan;  those  in  the  town 
bc^^  to  assail  the  Hindoos  with  the 
cry  of  Deen,  and  there  was  every 
cause  to  suppose,  from  the  etpresstons 
of  Ubdul  i^bman,  that  he  was  intent 
upon  bringing  about  a  revolution  in  the 
city. 

By  the  i;tb,  two  Borahs  of  Bood- 
han were  sent  to  me  by  the  Kazy, 
with  a  letter  (No.  3,)  they  had  brought 
to  him  from  the  fanatic,  and  one  to  me, 
desiring  me  to  accept  the  religion  of 
Jdahomet,  retire,  or  fight. 

The  best  part  of  this  and  the  follow- 
ing day  was  taken  up  in  collecting  in- 
formation, which  all  bespoke  the  de-* 
termined  resolution  of  the  fanatic,  and 
the  hearty  concurrence  of  his  brother 
Mahometans  to  try  a  revolution  here, 
when  I  resolved  to  take  the  sudden 
ftep  of  seizing  him. 

About  two  o'clock  I  imparted  this 
(No.  4)  to  colonel  ICeith,  who  ap- 
proved the  measure,  and  as  the  secu)-- 
ing  this  insurgent  faquir,  who  from 
the  best  intelligence  had  not  lefr  Bood- 
han, during  the  change  of  government, 
was  the  primary  object,  two  troops 
of  cavalry  were  ordered  to  proceed 
by  ni^t,  in  order  to  inyest  the  place, 
and  get  bold  of  him  if  they  could, 
Qt^  his  d^iartore,  till  the  arrival  of 
four  companies  of  infantry.  Captain 
Cqiioingham,  wbo^^onuaanded  tbe  in- 
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fentry,  Dunjee.Sbah  Behramund  Khan, 
a  vakeel  of  the  rajah  of  Mandvie, 
and  four  «couts  attended  them. 

The  dragoons  arrived  about  day- 
light at  Boodhan.  Dhunjee  Sbah 
was  among  the  first  over  the  river, 
and  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  the 
Faquir  to  surrender  himself,  but  was 
killed  in  the  attempt,  with  the  rajah*s 
vakeel,  and  some  others  near  him. 

A  furious  engagement  ensued  b6« 
twixt  the  people  and  troops,  in  which 
the  former  had  recourse  to  every  spe- 
cies of  sorcery  and  madness,  and  left 
nearly  two  hundred  dead  on  the  field. 
The  cavalry  Ipst  a  corporal  and  two 
privates,  and  several  horses,  and  saw 
the  town  in  fiames  when  ihey  camq 
away.  Shortly  after  their  departure, 
the  infantry,  under  captain  Cunning- 
ham, renewed  the  attack  to  the  de- 
struction of  many  more,  and  amongst 
them  the  Fanatic  himself,  Ubdul  Reh- 
man, who  bad  been  wounded  by  the 
dragoons,  and  taken  refuge  with  seve* 
ral  more  in  a  blacksmith's  hut.  The 
rajah  had  been  two  or  three  days  con- 
fined by  him,  but  had  made  his  escape 
the  morning  of  the  attack  ;  it  was 
not  known  whither.  The  56th  regi- 
ment was  ordered  on  to  Mandvie,  and 
the  religious  commotion  was,  by  the 
death  of  Ubdul  Rebman,totally  allayed. 
On  the  22d,  we  received  accounts 
of  the  fidl  of  Mandvie,  and  that  the 
r^ah  was  in  the  camp.  General 
Abercrombie  arrived  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  j  the  reports 
b^re  mentioned,  were  soon  con* 
firmed,  with  accounts  of  the  Arabs 
having  fired  the  town,  and  gone  ofi^ 
with  much  treasure.  The  56th  regt* 
inent  was  ordered  in  with  -  the  two 
eighteens,  and  the  r^ah  invited  to 
accompany  them.  ^  . 

On  the  2;th,  tb^  rajah  himsdf 
arrived,  and  paid  me  a  visit  on  the 
28th.  He  is  about  five  and  thirty,  of 
large  bulk,  with  ipuch,  good  nature, 
and  few  words. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  with  respect, 
Hoi?90fabl^  Sir, 

Your  most  obedientf,^ 
humble  ttervaat> 
N.GKOw,Cbi«f. 
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(No.  1.) 

To  Mr.  Crow,  SaUb,  with  Mean 
Sahib*!  compUments  from  Boodhan ; 
my  man  is  come  to  yovi,  pay  him 
three  hundred  rupees,  (300)  and  if 
you  will  not  do  it,  you  may  get  into 
imother  place.  The  man  is  about  to 
proceed  to  Broda,  therefore  deliver 
him  the  aforesaid  sum,  and  return  him. 
Dated,  Poush  Bud,  6th,  or  the  4th, 
corresponding  with  the  1  ]  th  January, 
1810. 

The  persons  name  is  Soolimaun, 
who  comes  to  you,  pay  him  the  said 
ium,  and  dispatch  him. 

True  translate, 

N.  Crow,  Chief. 
(No.  2.) 
Declaration  of  Syud  Peer  Aly,  Syud 

Share  Aly,  an  inkahitant  qfPunjaub, 

aged  about  40  yearf. 

About  four  days  ago,  I  went  to  visit 
Mean  Ubdul  Raymaun  Sahib,  at 
Boodhan,  and  staid  there  two  nights  5 
yesterday  morning  I  took  his  leave  for 
Surat,  with  an  intention  to  perform 
the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca,  at  which 
fime  he  told  me  to  carry  a  message  to 
Syud  Hada  Sahib,  for  the  ear  of  Mr. 
Crow,  Saheb,  that  in  his  christian  book 
Engeel,  or  testament,  the  name  of 
Ahmud  is  written,  which  is  himself, 
(Ubdul  Raymaun)  therefore,  that  he 
inust  conform  to  his  orders,  other- 
wise get  away ;  which  mission,  I 
accordingly  performed  yesterday  even- 
ing, to  Syud  Hada  Sahib  ;  dated  l«th 
January/ 1810. 

(S^Q^)        Stud  Peer  Shah. 
True  translate, 
N.  Crow,  Chief. 
(No.  3.) 

To  all  counsellors^  and  the  Hakim 
of  Surat  i  be  it  known  that  the  Emau- 
mul  Deen  of  the  end  of  the  world, 
or  Emaum  Mdidee,  has  now  published 
himself^  and  the  name  of  this  Dur- 
Tdbh  is  Ahmud  1  and  that  in  the  Hin- 
devie,  they  call  him  Rajah  Nukluk. 
Be  it  fiirther  known  to  you,  that  if  the 
Xsslaum^  ^the  Mahometan  faith)  is 
accepted,  it  is  t^etteti  otherwise  empty 
tlie  (own,  or  on  the  contrary,  you  maj 
prepare  for  battle.  This  fakir  is 
now  come  down  from  the  fourth  8ky« 
with  four  bodioi ;  oombkuof  AiMBh 


(on  whom  be  peace)  Eisah  the  son  oC 
Marium,  (Jesus  the  ion  of  Mary)  and 
Ahmud,  (on  whom  be  peace)  and  they 
have  all  four  come .  upon  one  place  | 
they  have  no  guns  nor  muskets  with 
them, '  but  a  stick .  and  a  handkerchief 
are  with  me,  be  yourself  prepared. 
Dated,  Uth  Zilhij,  corresponding  with 
the  17th  January,  1810. 
(No.  4.) 
Colonel  Alexander  Keith,  tommawBng 

the  Southern  dwision  of  Cuxerat. 
Sir, 

l$t.  I  find  myself  urged  by  the  con* 
duct  of  a  setof  Mussulman  fanatics,  who 
have  killed  the  Vizier,  and  taken  upon 
themselves  the  adgninistration  of  Mand- 
vie,  to  make  this  representation  against 
them. 

2d.  The  rajah  of  Mandvie  is  a  prif 
soner  in  their  hands,  and  also  the  eldest 
0on  of  his  late  vizier,  whose  name  was 
Sookunund.  The  deceased's  brother, 
by  name  Shevanund,  and  his  second 
son  Vidianund,  have  both  fled  here. 

3d.  These  fiigitives  have  claimed 
the  protection  of  the  company,  and 
from  all  circumstances,  I  think  it 
should  Ae  granted  without  delay. 

4th.  The  fanatic  who  is  the  head 
of  the  rebellion,  maintains  his  seat  in 
a  Mosque,  at  Boodhan,  about  ten  coss, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  He 
is  balled  Abdul  Rebman.  From  the 
dangerous  tendency  of  Mahometan 
fanaticism  in  this  country,  and  the 
correspondence  which  he  has  already 
extended  to  me,  and  to  others,  I  think 
no  time  should  be  lost  in  reducing  him. 
5th<  He  has  about  seventy-five 
Arabs  with  him,  and  about  (wo  hun* 
dred  more  are  at  Mandvie,  which  is 
beyond  Boodhan^  nearly  the  same  dis* 
tance. 

6ih.  It  is  advisable  that  a  party  of 
horse  should  be  dispatched  without 
dehiy,  to  seize  the  faquir,  and  another 
party  of  infantry  with  guns,  to  tako 
possession  of  Mandvie. 

7th.  The  rajah  should  be  sent  Id  aa 
soon  as  Mandvie  may  be  taken,  and 
the  commandant  of  the  detachmetoc 
assisted  by  Dhunjee  Shah  Befaranraad 
Khan,  remain  in  charge  till  furtbttM: 
orders. 

$tb,  Tbiaia  Bjr  apinlgo  «f  t)»  pri^ 
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•mt  stsfe  of  circamstances,  and  I  beg 
kave  respectfuUj  to  submit  i\  to  yoa. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  * 
,  Your  obedient. 

Humble  servant, 
(Signed)  N.  Caow,  Chief. 

turat,  IS/A  February,  1810. 

Occurrences  for  May, 

Mat  2.— On  Monday  afternoon 
trrived  in  the  harbour,  the  honourable 
ooropaoy*s  regular  ships  Cufibells,  cap* 
tain  Welbank,  and  the  lliomas  Hench« 
man,  of  Bombay,  captain  Brown,  from 
China. 

These  ships  bring  intelligence  that 
the  interruption  to  the  trade,  which 
had  taken  place,  in  consequence  of 
the  death'  of  a  Chinese,  had  been  ter- 
minated amicably ;  and  it  seems  ex« 
teroely  probable,  that  the  whole  affair 
was  nothing  more  than  a  contrivance 
of  the  Mandarins,  to  delay  the  fleet 
during  their  negotiation  with  the 
Ladrones. 

It  appears  that  a  dead  Chinese  had 
been  found  in  Hog  Lane,  and  that 
there  weiie  tremendous  wounds  on  the 
body,  but  it  had  more  the  appearance 
of  having  been  inflicted  after  death 
than  before,  and  that  the  witnesses 
brought  forward  on  the  occasion,  were 
of  the  lowest  and  most  abandoned 
descriptioa,  and  from  the  nature  of 
their  testiroony,  there  was  every  rea- 
son to  believe  they  bad  been  taught 
their  lesson* 

But  what  seemed  to  strengthen  this 
snspicioD  more  than  any  other  circum- 
stance, was  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  finally  adjusted  the  business, 
**  every  exertion  is  to  be  used  during 
the  passage  home,  to  discover  the  per- 
petrator of  the  deed,  and  ifl  the  event 
of  detection,  be  is  to  be  tried  by  the 
law  of  England,'*  this  is  '<  China  cr«s- 
tom,*'   with  a  vengeance. 

Tehran,  2d  April,  IQOg. 
Sts, 
We  the  Qodersigned,  who  have  wit- 
■ened  the  oaatiy  difliculties  which  have 
attended  your  mission  to  this  court, 
and  the  BtgD^  suoceps  that  has  at  length 
anwned  ill  joar  WM^nrei)  io  com- 
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inemoration  'of  so  hapipf  an  event, 
in  admiration  of  your  ability,  and  ia 
gratitude  for  your  attention  to  ouf 
comfort  and  happiness,  have  requested 
Mr.  Morier,  on  his  arrival  in  England, 
to  cause  a  vase  to  be  made,  of  which 
we  now  take  the  liberty  to  beg  your 
kind  acceptance. 

(Signed)     Jambs  Mobibr, 

T»os.  H.  ShbridaKj^ 
Jambs  Sutbbrlano, 
St.  John  Blackbr, 

HbMRY   WlLLOCK, 

^       James  D.  Campbell, 
Jappbr  Allt  Khan. 
To  Sir  Harford  Jones,  Bart  Hk  Ma^ 

jesty's    Envoy    Extraordinary,  and 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Cwrt 

of  Persia, 

Teheran,  2d  April,  I8O9. 
Gbntlbmbn, 

Mr.  Morier  has  delivered  your  very 
obliging  and  flattering  letter,  notifying 
your  intention  of  presenting  me  witUL 
a  piece  of  plate. 

I  accept  this  token  of  your  esteem 
with  the  greatest  gratitude  and  respect, 
and  however  little  I  may  think  myself 
deserving  of  some  expressions  you  havo 
made  use  of,  I  shall  ever  retain  th« 
liveliest  sense  of  the  honour  you  harlt 
conferred  on  me. 

It  is  certain  the  success  of  H.  M.'i 
mission  at  this  court,  has  been  raato- 
rially  promoted  by  the  propriety  of 
conduct,  and  affability  of  mannera 
which  the  gentlemen  attached  to  It, 
have  uniformly  manifested  towards  tho 
Persians ;  a  circumstance  I  must  ever 
recollect,  with  that  delight  which 
warms  the  heart  of  every  Briton,  when 
in  a  foreign  country  he  hears  his  conn* 
try  men  spoken  of  with  respect  andpraise. 

I  intreat  you,  gentlemen,  to  accept 
my  most  fervent  and  most  aflectionat« 
wishes  for  your  health  and  future  pros- 
perity, and  to  consider  me  as  being 
with  respect  and  truth. 

Your  obliged  humble  servant, 
(Signed)        Harford  Jonrs. 
To  James  Morier,  Esq.     Thos,  H,  5A#- 

ridan,  Esq.    James  Sutherland,  Esq, 

St,  John    Blacker^   Esq,        Henry 

IFillock,  Esq.    James  D,  GamfheU^ 

Esq.    Jqjffir  Ally  Khan. 

&  a 
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Mat  16.-0  Settlors  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer.  On  Saturday  last,  the  qoar* 
terly  sessions  of  Oyer  and  Termioer^ 
and  gaol  delivery,  qommenced  before 
Sir  Jaines  Mackintosh,  knight,  and 
his  associates,  R.  Steuart,  Esq.  mayor, 
S.  Beaufort  and  J.  Leckie,  Esqrs.  al- 
dermen« 

Grakd  Jury. 
Charles  ForberEiq.  Foremtn. 

George  Lakin  ;  Mr.  T.  Harris;  C.  ShuU 
rick;  J.H.PellT;  W.  B.  T.  Croxier;  T. 
Riddock  ;  J.  WifHams ;  Robertson  ;  T.  Tur- 
ner ;  Wm.  Mackintosh  J  N.  Tucker;  J.  H. 
Crawford  ;  C  Keys ;  C.  Learmouth  ;  F.  E. 
Lloyd ;'  J.  Pa^in  ;  T,  H.  DaVies  ;  T.  Cal- 
der  ;  J.  G.  Remington ;  J.  Shrapoell ;  aud 
P.  Brown ;  Esqrs. 

The  honorable  the  recorder  shortly 
addressed  the  grand  jury  and  stated, 
that  during  the  six  years  he  had-  been 
ia  India,  it  had  been  his  singular  hap- 
piness ^ever  once  to  have  had  occasion 
to  perform  the  terrible  duties  of  his 
situation  which  reqoire  the  sacrifice  of 
)iumaa  life  5  but  be  feared,  from  the 
appearance  cf  the  present  calendar, 
containing  four  murders,  that  this  pri« 
vilege  was  on  the  eve  of  being  brought 
to  a  conclusion  ;  and  that  it  woukl  be 
fiecessary  for  him  to  shew  his  regard 
for  human  life  in  the  exercise  of  other 
feelings  than  those  of  lenity. 

In  Uie  course  of  the  sessions,  which 
commenced  on  the  12tb,  and  termi- 
nated on  the  I4th,  t]^e  following  ar- 
raignments and  trials  took  place. 

Constantine  Diego,  an  European  Por- 
tugviebe  se^-cunny,  was  charged^  on  two 
separate  indictments,  with  the  murder 
of  Sbaik  Jayed»  a  Calasse,  and  Secca 
Cbunda  Lutera>  a  Gowle,  on  the  5  th  of 
April  l3st.  The  jury  found  him  guilty 
of  mausiaughter  on  each^  and  for  each 
o^ence  he  was  senienci^d  to  be  impri- 
aoned  for  six  monihs  in  the  gaol  of 
Bombay. 

Hugh  Maclean,  a  matross  of  artillery 
in  the  iiar«  ice  of  the  honoi  able  company 
on  the  Bombay  establishment,  was 
indicled  fur  the  murder  of  Patrick  Co- 
nolly,  another  matros<j,  on  the  8lh  July, 
.near  the  fort  of  Mallia. 

It  appeijred  in  evidence,  that  on 
*the  evening  of  I  he  day  or^  which  the 
fori  of  MjIIh  hj'*  h'  ^'"  -  -  lanily  t^- 
hifn  h'-   -•  '-  and   tho 


deceased  had  quarrelled  and  fonght| 
that  the  deceased,  being  the  stronger 
man  of  the  two,  had  got  the  better  of 
the  prisoner,  that  the  prisoner,  after 
the  scuffle  was  over,  had  gone  to  the 
guard-room,  which  was  distant  about  a 
hundred  yards,  had  taken  a  bayonet 
thence,  which  he  concealed  under  some 
part  of  his  dress,  had  returned  to  the 
place  where  Conolty  was,  and  enga- 
ging in  a  second  scuffle  with  CoddUy, 
gave  him  the  mortal  wound  with  the 
bayonet,  of  whidi  he  died.  He^wat 
found  guilty,  but  being  recommended 
to  mercy  by  the  jory,  was  sentenced 
to  be  transported  for  seven  yean  ie 
New  South  Wales. 

James  Aheme,  a  matrou  of  artil^ 
lery  in  the  same  service,  was  mdicted 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Dhurma 
Gooned,  Hmdoo,  a  police  sepoy  oo 
the  17th  March  last. 

The  prisoner  had  been  on  goard  at 
the  Bazar  gate  of  Bombay  on  that 
day  5  on  hb  return  to  his  quarters,  he 
had  unfortimately  got  intoxicated,  and 
on  the  road  ie  met  with  the  horse- 
keeper  of  an  officer,  carryhig  his  noaft- 
t^*s  sword,  which  he  wrested  from 
him.  He  proceeded  on  his  wa^,  till 
he  came  dear  the  Chokee  where  the 
deceased  was  sitting,  wben,  witnoot 
any  provocation  having  been  gireo, 
he  assaulted  thesepoy  and  struck  him 
several  blows  with  the  swoni,  one*  of 
which  inflicted  a  wound  of  great  length 
and  depth  on  the  skull,  which  entered 
the  brain,  and  was  the  caose  of  his 
death. 

The  prisoner^  who  had  been  fiHIowed 
all  along  by  the  horse-keeper,  was  af- 
ter this  traced  by  him  into  a  Parse* 
liquor  shop,  where,  with  the  asratance 
of  two  Hindoos,  the  sword  waa  Idr- 
cibly  taken  from  him.  The  priaoner 
escaped,  but  he  was  the  tiext  nKffo- 
ing  recognised  on  parade  bf  the  horse- 
keeper  and  the  Hindoo^^  and  accord- 
ingly taken  fnto  custody.-  He  attempt- 
ed to  prove  an  alibi  in  defeade,  but 
failed,  and  the  honoM»li^  the  recodrder 
parsed  sentence  of  death  i&  nearly  the 
followmg'ierms : 

"  James  Aherfw, — YM-ha?e  t»eo 
convicted  t>f  amvirder,  inidbyofiu 
circumsiancos  of  a  highly  aggravated 
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future.  The  man  whpm  yoa  mnrder- 
tfi  was  tfhofiending  ancl  incapable  of 
>e8i^nc^J-^As  far  as  \nj6a  lay,  yoa 
di^dn^ured  the  name^  of  a  soldier 
mtid  a'Briton  ;  both  which  hoqocirable 
Dam^'  <m^  to  have  reminded  yoo, 
that  yoa  Were  sent  into  this  conntnr  to 
protect,  hot  to  destroy,  the  lives  ot  its 
inndcent  inhabitants.  Yon  must'  not 
deceive  youi^lf  so  iar  as  to  imagine, 
that  these  names  are  now  any  recom- 
mendattori'to  the  lenity  of  this  coort. 
There  may  be  conhtries  sp  unjiap* 
py,  as  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
to  prefer  their  conntryroen  to  str^n- 
)BBrs.  The  courts  of  your  country  have 
TOT  ages  been  piiiie  from  the  suspicion 
of  such  abominations,  and  we  dare  not 
wish  the  prevalence  of  them  among 
our  worst  enemies  as  a  pimisbment  df 
'their  6fience8. 

•'Thatyou  are  a  British  soldier,  that 
the  murdered  man  is  a  defenceless  na- 
tive of  India,  unknown  to  us  even  bv 
nam^,  are  the  circumstances  which 
'call  for  all  the  severity  of  justice. 

^  We  can  discover  no  circumstance 
'  of  mitigation  in  your  case,  which  can 
'h6  mentioned  here,  without  appear- 
ing to  sanction  principles  in  the  utmost 
degree  perilous  to  society.  The  state 
of  your  mind,  when  yoa  committed 
this  dreadfiil  act,  may  be  an  available 
plea  before  the  tribunal  that  will  judge 
the  heart,  but  it  cannot  be  here  re- 
cognized by  us  who  judge  outward 
actions  with  a  view  only  to  the  safety 
of  men  an^  the  peace  of  the  comma* 
nity. 

''It  remains,  thei^efore,  that  I  advise 
yoa  to  employ  the  short  remainder 
of  your  life  in  htimble  efforts  to  purify 
yo^  heart  firom  those' disorderly  and 
matig^ant  passions  which  have  brought 
yoa  to  an  untimely  end  $  and  thus 
*  qualifying  yourself  ror  that  happiness, 
which  the  benevolence  of  God  will 
assuredly  bestow  on  all  his  creatures 
who  are  capable  of  enjoying  it." 

Therecbrder  then  pronounced  the 
'  usual  sentence  of  death,  to  be  exe- 
cuted on  Monday  the  28th  of  May. 

MAt26th. — 1st.     The  honourable 

.  the  governor  in  council  of  Bombay,  In 

testimony  of  their  entire  approbation 

•f  the  long  and  fidthM  services  of 


Bxarboy  Seemjee  Syrang,  take  this  op* 
portonity  of  btvretiriiig  'ivoifi  the  cpa* 
rine,  to  m&ke  an  especial  record  of  the 
dtstioguished  instances  of  his  zeal,  bra* 
very,  and  professional  merit. 

2d.  'Peerboy  Seerojee  was  bom  at 
Gogo,  in  the  gulph  of  Bombay ;  he  en* 
ter^  the  iparine  service  of  the  honoor* 
able  company,  at  ar  veiy  early  sjgt,  and 
was  promoted  successively,  from  tho 
station  of  a  lascar^  to  that  of  a  Tmdal 
and  Syrang,  and  at  length  to  the  dig* 
nity  of  commander. 

3d.  He  was  present  at  the  capture  of 
Surat,  Malwan,  Raree,  Broach,  and 
Baseen ;  and  was  employed  on  the  eiD- 
pedition  to  Bdssora,  against  Soloman 
Chaob,  under  commodore  Nisbit,  on 
all  which  serviees  he  obtained  the 
^larked  approbation  and  applause  of 
his  commanding  officers. 

4th.  He  has  performed  various  gal-  ' 
lant  actions,  and  captured  many  of  the 
daring  pirates,  who  committed  depre- 
dations on  the  trade  of  this  presidency; 
and  when  commanding  the  Gatton 
armed  boat,  proceeding  to  Jumbusee^, 
with  a  convoy,  he  fell  in  with,  and  en- 
gagedi  five  piratical  vessels,  of  which  he 
sunk  one,  captured  another,  and  the  re* 
roi^inder  effected  their  escape  by  flight. 

'5th.'  When  4o  command  of  the 
Hart^  armed  boat,  he  was  sent  froth 
Bombay  to  Surat,  with  treasure, 
amounting  to  three  lacs  of  rupees  :  on 
his  reaching  Surat  roads,  he  found  two 
French  privateers  lying  there,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  in  a  most  judicious 
manner^  to  av6id  capture,  he  ran  ever 
the  Malacca  hank,  where,  from  the 
danger  of  its  navigation,  the  French 
vessels  declined  following  him,  and,  in 
a  most  seapnan-like  manner,  at  the  top 
of  high  water,  weighed,  and  passing 
close  round  Toddy  bank,  to  windward 
of  the  enemy,  effected  bis  escape  into 
Surat  river,  and  safely  landed  the 
whole  of  the  treasure. 

6th.  As  a  reward  for  his  able,  deter* 
mmed,  and  officer-like  conduct,  the 
honourable  governor  Boddam  pret«nted 
him  with  a  gold  medal,  entitled 'Mhe 
reward  of  merit,"  which  medal  was 
renewed  and  enlarged  in  the  year  1802, 
under  the  administration  of  the  honor* 
able  Jonathan  Duncan,  Esq. 
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7th.  Os  another  oocaiioo,  when 
In  oommand  of  the  Chaser,  armed 
boat>  and  having  63  boats  under  convoy^ 
he  fell  in  with  22  piratical  vessels, 
which  attacked  his  codvo|i;  and  cap- 
tared  three  boats,  but  he  Micceeded  in 
effscting  their  ie*caplare,  notwith- 
atandiog  the  numeroui  fires  he  had  to 
contend  with. 

Bth.  In  reward  of  services  so  rare, 
during  the  long  period  of  49  years,  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council 
bas  permitted  the  gallant  veteran  to  re« 
tire  upon  the  jfull  pay  and  allowances 
of  his  rank,  with  the  provision  of  a 
moiety  to  his  wives>  if  they  survive 
him,  and  to  promote  his  son,  Cassimjee 
Feerbqy,  to  the  command  of  the  Cba^ 
«er,andit  is  hoped,  that  this  honourable 
tribute  to  his  merits,  will  at  once  incite 
bis  posterity  to  emulate  his  noble  ex- 
ample, assured  as  they  are  of  ultimate 
reward  firom  the  justice  of  a  British 
government. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Bombay 
Castle,  this  nineteenth  day  of  May, 

18  la 

Jl(§owmed  sessions  of  Oyer  ani  Termi" 
ner,  and  general  gaol  delivery , 

Wednesday,  23d  of  May,  the  court 
having  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
the  following  petition  was  read. 
To  the  honourable  Sir  James  MackU* 
tosht  Recorder,  Wc. 
My  LoaD, 

Impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of  re- 
apect  for  your  lordship's  mild  and  li- 
beral administration  of  public  justice, 
and  entertaining  a  due  veneration  for 
that  clemency  and  compassion  with 
which  the  laws  of  our  pountry  have 
been  dispensed,  under  your  benign  in- 
fluence, we  are  induced  to  address 
your  lordship  in  behalf  of  a  prisoneri 
who  IS  now  under  sentence  of  death. 

We  should  not  have  presumed  to  pre- 
sent to  your  consideration  this  subject, 
bad  wenot  been  encouraged  to  hope,  that 
the  humanity  which  has  so  eminently 
distinguished  your  exalted  situation, 
will  pardon  the  motives  which  induce 
«8  to  represent  the  prisoner's  former 
good  character  during  the  period  he 
bas  belong^  to  the  artillery  5  under 
this  imprefsioi^,  and  trusting  that  the 
•rime  for  which  he  if  lo  suffer^  waa 


not  the  result  of  premeditated  revenge  f 
we  most  earnestly  implore  your  l^d« 
ship  to  extend  towards  the  culprit^ 
that  mercy,  which  the  l^islature  has^ 
in  its  wisdom,  placed  in  your  hands  ; 
and  in  the  exercise  of  which  authority^ 
your  lordship  has  nunifested  a  benevo« 
lance  which  must  ever  copspicuouslf 
reflect  the  highest  honour  on  your  pub* 
lie  and  private  character. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

MY  LORD, 

Your  lordship's  very  obedient, 
and  most  humble  servants, 

John  Bailie,  lieut.-col.  comdg.  artU.  i 
Samuel  Carter,  major  \  William  Smith, 
captain  ;  H.  Hessman,  captain ;  Henry 
W.  Seal/,  oaptain;  Richard  Whish,^ 
captain  j  E.  Hardy,  lieutenant ;  W.  D. 
Robertson,  lieutenant ;  Charles  Ovant, 
lieutenant  fire-worker^  H.  Dumbo- 
ben,  lieutenant  fire- worker  ;  Strat£MPd 
Powell,  lieutenant  fire- worker. 

The  recorder  obser\-ed,  that  the 
court  listened  with  great  respect  to 
the  recommendation  of  a  body  of  gen- 
tlemen so  highly  respectable,  and  who 
on  the  present  occasion,  appeared  in  a 
character  so  worthy  of  British  officers 
as  that  of  the  guardians  and  protectors 
of  the  soldiers  under  their  command : 
every  proposition  favourable  to  huma- 
maninr  was  peculiarly  becoming  and 
gracenil  in  a  miKtary  body,  because 
theli  professional  character  shielded  it 
from  the  suspicion  of  feebleness. 

He  said,  that  he  should  also  con- 
sider this  application  as  a  pledge,  that 
if  recruits  of  dangerous  character 
should  find  their  way  into  the  corps  of 
artillcF}'^  the  officers  would  carefully  and 
vigilantly  employ  all  the  resources  of 
military  authority  to  protect  the  com* 
rounity  from  the  depredations  and  out- 
rages which  might  be  apprehended 
firora  such  recruits. 

.  From  respect  for  this  recommenda* 
tion,  and  for  the  circumstances  of  miti- 
gation to  which  it  adverted,  with  a 
very  commendable  caution  and  reserve^ 
the  court  would,  according  to  tb* 
power  vested  in  it  by  the  statute  XL. 
George  III.  C.  S.  79. 13,  commute  the 
punishment'  of  death  in  the  case  of 
James  Aherne  into  thiit  of  t^^)sporta• 
tion  for  liff. 
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Oowrenceifir  June. 


JvNBl6.— -Accounts  from  the  gulph^ 
tnnounce  the  death  of  two  most  valu* 
able  officers^  captaio  Grant  and  cornet 
Fotberingham,  who  were  murdered  by 
a  freebooter  of  the  name  of  Kulb  All 
Khan,  belonging  to  a  Persian  tribe, 
hot  who  has  many  years  settled  in  the 
Turkish  territories. 

It  appears  that  captain  Grant  and 
Mr.  Fotheringham  had  left  Bagdad  in 
the  latter  end  of  March,  with  an  in* 
tention  of  proceeding  to  Ispahan  by 
the  route  of  the  Beni  Sam  country, 
and  the  mountains  at  the  back  of  it. 
A  man  <^  ttie  name  of  Hyder,  had 
been  engaged  as  a  guide,  and  who 
conducted  them  as  far  as  the  vilbge  of 
Mundulgeem,  where  they  remained 
one  night  -y  the  following  day  they 
inarched  again,  and  halted  without  the 
Tillage  of  Mundulche,  where  they 
reoiained  one  night.  Hyder  the  guide 
U  said  to  have  secretly  communicated 
to  Kulb  Ali  Khan  Filee  the  intelli* 
gence  of  their  arrival  there. 

Shortly  after  the  party  was  met  by  a 
few  of  Kulb  Ali  Khan*s  horsemen, 
who  told  them  that  the  Khan  was  at 
the  head,  and  desired  a  Peshcush,which 
the  gentlemen  readily  agreed  to  give 
him  5  while  they  were  talking,  the 
Khan  came  up,  accompanied  by  twenty- 
one  horsemen,  and  behaved  very  po- 
litely ta  the  gentlemen,  saying  that  he 
would  set  them  on  their  road,  and 
requested  their  company  to  his  place 
of  encampment ;  whert  they  were  no 
sooner  alighted  than  he  fell  upon  them; 
Captain  Grant  received  a  mortal 
wound  from  a  carbine  ball,  while 
mounting  his  horse  ;  the  rest  surren- 
dered ;  after  the  Khan  had  searched 
their  baggaj^e,  he  bound  the  only 
christians  of  the  party,  namely  Mr. 
Fotheringham,  and  his  Armenian  ser- 
vant, a  cook  and  a  syce,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  put  them  to  death)  they 
offered  a  thousand  sequins  each  for 
their  ransom,  which  was  refused.  The 
Khan  desired  them  to  become  Mussul- 
men ;  they  said  they  would,  provided 
he  took  an  oath  to  let  them  go  after- 
wards on  their  way  |  without  making 


any  reply,  he  bound  their  hands  be* 
bind  them,  and  shot  them  one  after  tho 
other. — ^The  above  account  is  principal* 
ly  taken  from  the  report  made  to  a 
person  who  had  been  dispatched  by 
Mr.  Rich,  to  a  small  town  on  the 
frontier  to  negotiate  with  Kulb  AU 
Khan  for  the  release  of  the  gentlemen  $ 
their  melancholy  fate  not  having  been 
at  first  known.  This  person,  on  his 
arrival  at  Bedne,  found  captain  Grant's 
Hindoostanee  servant,witb  some  others 
who  had  escaped.  This  account  cor- 
responds nearly  with  that  received  at 
Taheran  from  the  Persian  Prince,  at 
Kermanshaw. 

The  account,  however,  given  by  the 
guide,  who  is  directly  charged  with 
treachery  in  the  account  from  Ker« 
manshaw,  and  who  is  also  strongly 
suspected  of  it  by  Mr.  Rich,  varies  in 
some  respect  from  this.  He  says  that 
when  tkey  had  got  above  a  day's  jour« 
ney  from  Mondeli,  he  wanted  to  take 
captain  Grant  by  a  more  direct  and 
safe  route,  but  that  captain  Grant 
pulled  out  a  paper  on  which  was 
sketched  bis  route,  and  insisted  oa 
going  through  the  mountains  to  Ker« 
tumabad.  Tiie  guide  represented  to 
him  the  dangers  and  almost  impossi- 
bility of  that  route  -,  as  they  must  pass 
through  a  de6Ie  infested  by  a  robber^ 
meaning  Kulb  Ali  Khan,  who  would 
at  least  strip  them  and  make  them  pri^ 
soners.  Captain  Grant,  however,  re*  , 
mained  deaf  to  his  remonstraitces,  and 
at  last  obliged  him  to  accompany  him  s 
on  arriving  at  the  defile,  Kulb  Al^ 
Khan  met  them,  and  in  an  instant 
his  people  were  mixed  with  cap- 
tain Grant's  escort.  The  guide  called 
out  to  captain  Grant  not  to  fire,  and 
tl)ere  would  be  no  harm  done  ;  but  at 
that  moment  captain  Grant  snapped  a 
pistol  at  the  Khan,  which  was  returned 
by  a  shot  from  a  carbine  that  struck 
captain  Grant  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
belly,  and  he  instantly  fell  to  the 
ground)  the  guide  says  he  himself 
was  severely  wounded  and  had 
one  of  his  ears  cut  off.  Mr.  Fother* 
ingham  and  the  rest  g(  the  party  were 
not  hurt,  and  the  Khan  took  them  all 
away  with  them*  The  guide  had  cot 
made  tus  appearance  at  £agdad#whicb^ 
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together  with  other  tuspicious  cir- 
cumstances, had  induced  Mr.  Rich  to 
take  Hteps  to  Have  him  seized. 

JuNL  23.— On  Tuesday  last  his  ma- 
jesty's »hip  theMinden,  of  74  guns, 
built  in  tho  new  docks  of  this  presi- 
nency  by  Jem<»etjee  Boroanjee^  was 
floated  into  the  stream  at  high  water, 
ifier  the  usual  ceremony  of  breaking 
the  bottle  had  been  performed  by  the 
honorable  the  governor* 

The  day  was  unusually  finej  and 
she  proceeded  from  the  dock  to  her 
moorings  without  damage  or  difScul- 

This  interesting  spectacle  took  place 
in  tlie  presence  of  some  thousands  of 
spectators,  multitudes  of  whom  had 
come  from  the  neighbouring  coBtinent, 
attracted  by  the  novelty  and  singularity 
of  the  scene. 

In  having  produced  the  Minden, 
Bombay  is  entitled  to  the  distinguished 
praise  of  providing  the  first  and  only 
British  ship  of  the  liiie  built  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  mother  country  j  and  in 
the  opinion  of  very  competent  judges, 
the  Minden,  for  beauty  of  construc- 
tion, and  strength  of  frame,  may  stand 
in  competition  with  any  man  of  war 
that  has  come  out  of  the  most  celebra- 
ted dock  yards  of  Great  Britain. 
■  For  the  skill  of  its  architects,  for 
-  the  superiority  of  its  timber,  and  for 
the  excellence  of  its  docks,  Bombay 
may  now  claim  a  distinguished  place 
amongst  naval  arsenals. 

It  will  be  gratifying  to  those  who 
lake  an  interest  in  the  progress  of  na- 
val architecture,  with  the  finest  tim- 
ber which  the  earth  produces  for  such 
important  purposes,  to  read  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  a  letter,  lately  re- 
ceived from  a  distinguished  naval  cha- 
racter now  in  England. 

"  Jemsatjee  may  well  be  proud  of 
his  frigates ;  the  Salsette  sails  as  well 
as  any  of  our  frigates,  stands  up  bet« 
ler,  and  had  any  other  shrpbeen  frozen 
up  in  the  Baltic,  as  she  was  for  some 
weeksj  captain  Bat  hurst  says  she  would 
pot  have  stood  the  buffeting  of  the  ice 
one  d:\y ;  whereas  she  came  off  unhurt. 
He  says  it  was  wonderful  the  shocks 
she^tood  during  hpavjr  gales/' 


Occurrences  fyrJubf. 

July  1st.— The  honorable  the  g<i* 
▼emor  in  council  is  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  following  extract,  from  the 
commands  of  the  court  €^  directora, 
under  date  the  17th  of  January,  be 
published  in  order. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  honorable 
the  court  of  directors  in  the  military 
department,  dated  XJth  Jan,  1810. 
Para.  I67.— We  highly  aporove  of 
jrour  zealous  and  successful  endeavoora 
to  reduce  the  military  expenses  of  your 
presidency,  in  which  we  otwerve,  with 
much  satisfaction,  thdt  you  have  been 
most  cordially  and  ably  assisted  bj  yoor 
military  auditor  general,  captain  Haf^ 
and  the  mem^rs  of  your  medical 
board.  Dr.  Helenus  Scott,  and  Dr. 
Willi^  Sandwith,  aifd  we  desire  that 
Tou  will  signify  to  those  officers,  the 
high  sense  we  entertain  of  their  lauda- 
ble and  upright  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties as  conscientious  sefvanti  of  the 
company. 

True  extract, 
(Signed.)  W.  Newnham* 

Sec.  to  Govt. 
July  2 1st. — Henry  Salt,  esq.  depu- 
ted on  a  mission  to  Abyssinia,  arrived 
here  on  Monday  last  on  board  th^  Ma- 
rian, captain  Weatherhead,  bound  for 
London,  which  was  driven  in  by  stress 
of  weather  and  want  of  repairs. 
Mr.  Salt  lefl  England  in  March,  1809, 
he  touched  at  Madeira,  and  at  the 
Cape,  whence  admiral  Bertie  afforded 
him  convoy  to  Mosambique^  from  Mo- 
sambique  Mr.  Salt  proceededto  Adeen, 
where  he  visited  the  Sultaun,  and  then 
through  the  Straits  to  Mocha.  Here 
he  made  his  preparations  for  prosecut* 
mz  the  objects  of  his  mission  into 
Abyssinia.  In  December  Mr.  Salt 
crossed  over  to  the  opposite  coast  j— 
where  a  new  port  being  discovered  on 
this  occasion^  at  Amphyla,  he  endea- 
voured, and  at  length  with  great  diffi- 
culty succeeded  in  gaining  comnauni- 
cation  with  his  excellency  the  Raa 
Willed  Selasie,  or  viceroy  of  Tigre. 
He  concerted  measures  with  the  Ras 
to  meet  bis  people  at  Massowab.  Here 
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ht  armed  on  the—  of  Febroaiy^  and 
foond  the  chieftain  Debile  and  Mr. 
Pearce>who  bad  been  left  in  Abyssinia^ 
with  a  view  of  acqdiring  the  native 
languages.  Mr.  Salt  soon  after  set 
out  for  Antalow,  where  he  arrived  af- 
ter a  month's  joamey,  the  chief  diffi- 
ccdty  attending  whicb>  was  the  trans* 
mission  of  two  cnrricle  guns  throtigh 
so  mountainous  a  country. 

At  Antalow  Mr.  Salt  found  the  Ras» 
with  whom  he  continued  until  May  : 
when/ having  happily  succeeded  in  ef- 
fecting the  principal  objects  of  his  mis- 
sion, he  returned  to  the  sea  coast,  vi- 
siting Axum  in  his  way,  and  fonunate- 
)y  r^ched  Mocha  in  the  early  part  of 
June, 


The  following  melancholy  occur- 
rence took  place  on  Sunday  night  last, 
in  this  harbour.  Captaii}  Fea,  of  the 
Duncan,  having  dined  on  shore  th^t 
day,  went  on  board  his  ship  in  compa- 
ny  with  his  brother  at  six  o'clock.  They 
afterwards  visited  the  Mary  country 
ship,  and  returned  to  the  Duncan 
about  nine,  and  went  to  bed.  In  the 
morning  captain  Fea  was  missing  ;  the 
clothes  which  he  had  on  tbe  night  be- 
fore were  still  in  his  cabin ;  his  brother^ 
who  slept  immediately  over  him  in  the 
same  cabin,  ^was  dot  disturbed  by  any 
noise  or  movement  during  the  night. 

It  is  supposed  that  he  went  on  deck, 
and  by  some  accident  fell  overboard, 
aiKl  not  being  able  to  swim,  was  unfor- 
tnnately  drowned.  The  body  has  not 
yet  been  found. 

July  28th.i— The  Earl  Camden,  In- 
diaman,  has  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

This  unfortunate  accident  took  place 
on  the  night  of  the  23d  instant,  be- 
tween the  hotirs  of  twelve  and  one 
o*clock. 

The  fire  broke  out  in  the  gun  room, 
end  instantly  raged  with  such  violence, 
that  every  endeavour  to  extinguish  it 
proved  inefiectual. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  scuttle  her 
but  in  vain. 

The  flames  soon  obtained  complete 

,  possesiion  of  the  ship ;  the  crew  were 

obliged  to  quit  her,  and  she  drifted  up 

the  haibour,  presenting  an  awful  but 

magnifkctht  spectade  of  a  floating  maif 


of  fire.  She  was  fortunately  the  iiuier« 
most  ship,  and  to.  leeward  of  all  the 
rest.  No  liveswere  tost.  We  have 
not  learnt  what  occasioned  thii  acci« 
dent. 

Occurrences  for  August. 

On  Monday  the  honourable  the  re* 
colder  gave  judgment  in  thecrim.  coo* 
cases  of  Dawe  v.  Bond^  and  Phillips 
V.  Ckfwper.  The  judgment  in  both 
cases  was  for  the  plaintiffs,  damages 
10,000  rupees. 

August  8th  .—This  day  the  8  per 
cent  loan  closed,  pursuant  to  notice* 

Occurrences  for  September. 

Bombay  Castlb,  Sbpt.  2d.— The 
honounU>le  lieutenant-general  John 
Abercrombie,  the  commanderiin-cbtef 
at  this  presidency,  having  left  India 
en  a  temporary  destination  which  may 
engage  ^is  pro^essioiud  attentioo  finr 
several  months ;  it  hat  been  in  coo* 
sequence  resolved  by  government,  that 
during  such  interval,  or  till  further 
orders,  the  provisional  comnnand  of 
the  forces  devolve  on,  and  stand  vested 
in,  major-general  Kenneth  Mac- 
pherbon,  the  senior  officer  on  the  stafi^i 
who  will  moreover  uke  his  teat  at, 
and  discharge,  for  the  same  period, 
the  duties  of  acting  president  of  the 
military  board;  subject  at  the  same 
time  to  such  occasional  instructions 
or  directions,  as  he  may  eventually 
receive  from  the  commander-in-cliie^ 
OB  any  points  connected  with  the  dis» 
cipline,  and  good  order  of  the  army. 

Sbpt.  lOth.  —  Brigadier-general 
Malcolm  and  his  suite,  left  Tebriz, 
OD  the  23d  of  July,  to  proceed  by  the 
way,  of  Hamaden  to  Bagdad.  He  is 
expected  to  reach  this  presideacy  in 
November. 

At  his  audience  of  leave  a  new  or- 
der was  conferred  on  the  general  by 
the  king  of  Persia  ;  the  insignia  ti 
which  is  a  star  having  in  the  centre 
of  it  a  lion  and  the  sun.  As  a  mark 
of  peculiar  distinction,  the  star  was 
presented  to  the  general  by  the  king's 
own  hand,  and  the  gift  was  accom* 
'*paiiied  bjr  the  strongest  expiesrions 
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•f  fkfcmt  ao3  regard.  At  the  same 
time  a  finnan  was  made  out  UppoiDC- 
iDg  him  a  Khan. 

The  king  and  the  prince  Abbas 
Mlrza  requested  general  Malcolm  to 
remain  in  their  country  in  a  military 
capacity,  and  to  conduct  the  campaign 
against  the  Russians.  In  this  request 
8ir  Harford  Jones  joined.  To  this  re- 
quest however  the  general  did  not 
think  proper  to  accede. 

The  Russians  have  taken  possession 
ef  Megree,  a  strong  post  on  the  Ara<es> 
commandiDg  a  principal  ford  over  that 
river.  It  is  garrisoned  by  600  Rus- 
sians ;  a  camp  of  5000  Persians  is 
formed  in  its  neighbourhood ;  in  the 
face  of  which  a  convoy  of  stores  and 
provisions,  under  the  charge  of  two 
ihundred  Russians,  was  lately  success- 
fully thrown  into  Megrce. 

Sept.  1 1.  "  G.  N. — Seme  disappoint- 
jnents  having  occurred  to  individuals^ 
by  the  close,  on  the  8th  of  August  last* 
of  the  late  loan,  at  a  shorter  notice 
than  seems  to  hs^ve,  in  several  instances, 
been  contemplated  -,  the  honourable 
the  governor  in  council, — desirous  to 
extend  the  means  of  accommodation 
to  those  who  may  stand  in  that  pre- 
dicament, — -  as  well  as  generally  to 
auch  persons  as  may  yet  have  in  view 
to  pay  money  into  the  treasury;  is 
pleased  to  notify  that  a  supplemental 
loan,  on  the  conditions  of  the  last, 
bas  been  this  day  opened,  for  .cash 
tubscriptions,  or  authorised  public 
demands  inclusive  of  such  bullion, 
or  foreign  coin,  as  may  be  tendered 
at  prices  not  exceeding  the  mint  rates ; 
without  subjecting  owners  of  the  lat- 
ter description  of  funds  to  await, 
during  thjd  existing  obstruction  to  cir- 
culation, the  period  of  its  mintage 
into  rupees.*' 

Sept.  12.  —  The  sword  presented 
,by  ihe  ofticers  of  the  Bombay  fenci- 
bies  to  captain  Campbell,  has  lately 
been  received  from  England  by  tlie 
Castlereagh,  and  is  an  elegant  piece 
«f  workmanship,  executed  by  Run- 
dell  and  Bridge,  under  the  direction 
of  major  Fawcett. 

The  following  is  the  inscription  oH 
it. 

Presdated    to  captaio    Altxander 


Campbell,  of  the^tb  Bombqr  regiment 
Native  infimtry,  late  adjutant  of  the 
Bombay  fencible  regiment,  as  a  testi- 
mony  of  the  high  sense  of  the.  man- 
ner in  which  he  conducted  the  duties 
of  his  station,  whilst  attached  to  tlie 
fencible    regiment,     and  which  was 
equally  creditable  to  himself,  advan- 
tageous to  the  public,  and  satisfactory 
to  the  officers  of  the  corps. 
John  Fell,  lieutenant-colonel  >  Charles 
Forbes,  major ;  James  Law,  major  $ 
H.  Shank,  J.  Leckie,  J.  Hunger- 
ford,  William  Kenedy,  J.  Cumber- 
lege,  J.  Douglas,    William  Craw- 
ford,   Francis    Warden,   captains ; 
J.  Williams,  captain-lieutenant;  J. 
Hallet,  D.  D.  Inglis,  J.  Forbes,  S. 
M.  Thrieplaod,  J.  C.  Remington^ 
.    G.  C.  Osborne  lieutenant. 
Captain  IV,  Cowper,  Bombay  tTtgineers, 
^c.  tSfc. 
Sir, — It  has    been  impossible  for 
the  merchants  of   Bombay  to  view, 
without  the  most  lively  interest,  the 
institution  and  progress  of  the  great 
wotks  accomplished  by  you,    in  the 
Dock  Yard  at  this  presidency  ;  whicb, 
while  they  afford  facilities  towards  the 
construction  and  repairs  of  his  majes- 
ty's navy,  which  no  British  port  out  of 
Europe  can    boast,    must    essentially 
contribute  to  the    ac<;on3modation  of 
our  shipping;    the  meqns  of  which 
have  hitherto  borne  no  proportion  to 
the  commerce  of  this  settlement. 

We  feel  gratitude  for  the  success 
of  your  persevering  labour,  combined 
with  admiration  of  the  consummate 
skill,  which  appears  to  have  been 
displaced  in  the  construction  of  the 
two  docks,  capable  of  containing 
the  largest  ships  of  the  line ;  which, 
whether  the  durability  of  the  struc- 
ture, or  the  beauty  of  their  form  and 
proportions  be  considered,  we  t>elieve, 
no  works  for  similar  purposes  in  any  . 
part  of  the  world  can  excel. 

In  token  of  these  sentiments,  we 
have  sincere  pleasure^  in  congratulating 
you,  on  the  completion  of  this  mag- 
nificent undertaking,  so  important  to 
the  naval  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  East,  andas  commemorative  of  the 
sense  we  entertain  of  your  eminent 
public  serTices>  we  request  you  will 
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8o  as  the  honour  tb  accept  a  vase  of 
the  value  of  two  hundred  guineas. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  subscribe 
ourselves. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
^Signed)    FoBBBsandCo. 

Bruce,  Fawcbtt  and  Co. 
Shottbn,  CALDBRandCo. 
Briscob  and  Beaufort, 
John  Leckib, 
Db  Sousa  and" Co. 

Bomlay,  2Sth  September,  1810. 
Ta  Messrs.  Fbrtes  and  Co,  Bruce,  Faw* 

celt  and'  Co.  ShoUon,  Colder  and 

Co,  Briscoe    and    Beaufort,    John 

Leckie,  and  De  Sousa  and  Co, 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  very  flattering  and 
uneipected  address  of  the  28th  instant, 
conveying  your  opinion  of  the  new 
docks  lately  constructed  at  this  place* 
and  requesting  my  acceptance  of  a 
vase^  as  a  durable  token  of  the  senti- 
ments you  have  been  pleased  to  ex- 
press. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  called 
on  by  the  government  for  the  execu- 
tion of  this  arduous  undertaking,  and 
I  am  proud  to  find  that  my  services 
have  been  considered  by  so  very  re- 
spectableabody  as  the  British  merchants 
of  Bombay,  as  likely  to  advance  the 
commercial  interests  of  this  important 
settlement. 

The  terms  in  which  yon  have  done 
xne  the  honor  of  commending  the  per- 
formance of  the  great  undertaking, 
rery  far  surpass  its  intrinsic  merits ; 
and  the  munificent  present  which  you 
have  ofiered  to  my  acceptancey  I  am 
convinced  is  more  a  proof  of  that  ge- 
nerous feeling  with  which  you  ard  ever 
disposed  to  view  the  efforts  of  an  in- 
dividual, if  applied  with  zeal  in  a  pub- 
lic cause,  than  of  a  just  estimate  of 
those  deserts  which  have  appeared  en- 
titled to  su6h  distinguished  notice. 

I  beg  you  to  receive  my  grateful 
thanks,  and  believe  me  with  great  ns- 
apect. 

Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  W.  Cow»b«. 

Jhmiatf  dOth  SepUmier,  1810. 


Bomhay  Castle,  2Qth  September,  1810. 

The  honorable  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil, having  had  repeated  occasion  to 
observe  that  officers  resorting  to  Bom* 
bay  for  the  benefit  of  their  bsaltb  frou^ 
the  military  establishnoent  of  Port  Saint 
George,  delay,  without  apparent  no* 
cessity,  their  applications  for  leave  1ta 
go  home  on.  sick  certificates,  untM 
there  is  no  longer  time  to  obtain  an 
answer  from  their  own  government^ 
thereby  obliging  that  of  this  presiden* 
cy  to  extend  its  sanction  to  their  de« 
parture  under  circumstances,  which 
canjDot  be  here  so  appropriately  deter- 
mined on,  as  at  Madras. 

It  is  accordingly  signified,  that  kl 
future  this  government  will  not  be  dli^ 
posed  to  exercise  any  extraneous  io^ 
terposition  of  this  description,  unlesii 
in  those  special  instances  in  which  it 
may  be  clearly  made  to  appear,  that 
the  oflicer*s  application  for  l^e  coukl 
not  reasonably  be  expected  to  have 
been  preferred  in  due  time,  to  tbo 
government  of  thepresideQcy  to  whick 
he  belongs. 

By  order  of  the  honorable  the  go* 
"vernor  in  council,         ' 

W.  Nbwwham, 
Sec.  to  govt. 

G.  O.'^The  superfntendent  announces 
totheservice,  that  the  honorable  the  go- 
vernor in  council  has  been  pleased,  ia 
terms  the  most  flattering  to  his  fed- 
ings,  to  accept  the  tender  of  his  resig- 
nation of  the  high  and  respectable  of- 
fice which  he  has  so  long  had  the  ho* 
nor  to  fill. 

In  retiring  firom  his  public  station 
it  is  not  without  emoticHU  of  regret, 
that  the  superintendent  teparatet  him- 
self fi-om  a  corps,  whose  individual 
welfare,  and  collective  prosperity,  it 
has  been  the  invariable  and  anxioua 
wish  of  his  heart  to  promote.-*  Ia 
whatever  situation  he  may  hereafter 
be  placed,  he  will  continue  to  feel  the 
liveliest  interests  in  its  successi  and 
will  be  happy,  on  all  occasions,  to 
demonstrate  the  nncerity  of  the  sen- 
timents which,  as  the  last  act  of  hit 
official  duty,  he  considers  it  inciim* 
bent  on  him  to  express  and  to  record. 

Upon  the  superintendent's  resigna- 
tiom,  tho  h«Kinblo  the  governor  I 
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cooQQil  hat  deemed  it  eipedient,  un* 
derexUtiag  €iiwa)»taace8«  to  assume 
tbe  charge  of  the  duti.es  of  bis  offioe» 
and  to  appoint  captain  Hamilton,  the 
fvperinlendent's  assistant^  secretary  to 
government,  in  the  .marine  depart* 
ssenU 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  all 

applications  or   reports^    which  have 

,   heretofore  been  maiie  to  the  superin«> 

tendenti  or   any  rq>re6entations9   re< 

quiring  the  decision  of  the  bouor^Lble 

'  the  governor  in  council,  are,  aAer  the 
date  hereof,  to  be  addressed  to  captain 
Hamilton,  under  his  official  designa-^ 
tion,  he  being  also,  from  this  period, 
tlie  ordinary  channel  of  issuing  all  j^he 
orders,  of-government,  in  the  same  de* 
partmeot. 

.  With  respect  to  points  of  inferior 
moment,  ai¥i  of  diurnal  detail,  oo 
which  the  superintendent  and, his  pre« 
deces^ors  have  been  in  the  habit  of  is- 
suing verbal  directions — these  are,  in 
like  manner,  to  be  <»ub)ect  to  the 
dtd^rs  of  the  honoral:|le  the  governor 
through  the  secretary  in  the  marine 

'  4^artmept« 

By  command  of  the  superintendeu^ 
(Signed)        W.  J.  Hamilton, 
.t4mba^,  30tk  September,  1810. 

OccurrmBee  far  October. 

JUmbiHoMS  rf    Council,    daUd   5tk 
October. 
William  Taylor  Money,  Esq.  having 

•preferred  a  request  to  be  permitted  to 
resign  the  office  of  superintendent  pf 
the  aoarine,  in  view  to  circumstances 

.ODonected  with  the  welfare  of  his  fit* 
milvi  the  governor  in  coancil  cannot 
withhold  his  acquiescence  in  an  ap- 
plieatioD,  in  which  considerations  of 
•o  interestinga  doiccipdoo>are  so  ideep- 
fy  involved. 

After  the  gratifying  eiporieoce  of 
the  constant  attention,  the  acknow- 
ledged ability^  and  profesiioaal  at- 
tainoMOti  that  Mr.  Money  hat  so  uni- 

>  fbrmly  di^^yod  in  this  responsible  de- 
partmoDt }  the  governor  in  coudcU  oan- 
tiot  feoeive,  without  a  corneapondeot 
degree  'Of  roloetanoe  and  cioncem, 
that  gentleman's  reiigoadany  of  an  of- 
fice, id  whiah  he  ut  daring  lOTfiiil 


years  cQQtiaued  in  a  numner  M  predi^ 
table  to  himself  as  advaut^geous  to  the 
public  to  discharge  the  duties ;  so  as  to 
justify  in  a  manner  the  most  ample 
that  confidence  of  our  honorable  em- 
ployers which  led  to  their  unanimous 
selection  of  him  for  the  very  impor* 
tant  trust. 

Independently  of  his  professional 
merits  ;  it  is  but  an  act  of  justice  on 
this  occasion  to  declare,  that  the  va- 
riety of  other  incidental,  and  in  som^ 
instances,  permanent  duties,  of  not 
less  in^rtance  to  the  interests  of 
the  company,  (the  performance  of 
:which  the  governor  in  council  has  had 
occasion  to  commit  to  the  superinten- 
dence and  abilities  of  Mr.  Money), 
constitutes  an  equal  satisfactory  test  of 
the  respectability  of  his  qualificatloni^ 
and  the  value  ot  his  services,  such  as 
have  aL(o  been  enhanced  by  the  wil- ' 
liiigness  and  alacrity  with  which  this 
gentleman  has  ^t  all  times  undo'^aken 
those  additional  occupations  ^  invaria- 
bly manifesting,  by  his  conduct  in 
them,  that  disinterested  ardour  and  dei- ' 
'votion  for  the  promn^ion  of  the  public 
welfare,  which  distinguish  the  .charaq- 
ter  of  a  highly  jealous,  and  no  le^ 
meritorious  public  functionary. 
..  By  order  of  the  hooorable  the  go. 
v^rnoria  council. 

F.    WABatK, 

Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

Oct.  5th.— -In  the  course  of  the 
week  ejght  sailors,  a  Qorporal,  and  ^ree 
soldiers  belonging  to  his  ouyesty'a  24th 
raiment  arrived  from  Surat.  These 
men  had  been  captured  in .  the  Ceylon 
and  Windham,  and  had  been  taken  by 
the  French  to  Johanna. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  ships  at  Jo- 
hanna, the  prisoners  were  landed  and 
lodged  under  cover  of  sails  pat  up  in 
form  of  tents.  They  complain  m  the 
short  allowance  the  Frenqhsayetbepii. 

The  men  above  mentioned,  together 
with  eight  others  who  remain,  at  Su- 
nt, made  their  escape  iuto  the  moun- 
tains were  they  lay  concealed  for  about 
eight  days,  till  the  departure  of  the 
Frenchmen,  which  tpok  place  on  the 
aoth  July.  They  remained  pn  the  is* 
Jaod  for  about  six  w^s  loqger,  when 
they  ^)Qk.  their.  pasMge  on  bqatd  im 
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Ar^  Vessel  bound  for  Snrat,  where 
they  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  twenty 
days. 

Oct.  7^^«— At  a  meeting  of  the 
Bobbery  hunt>  on  Sunday  last^  the 
subscription  £;>r  the  orphan  children  of 
that  most  respected  and  lamented  offi- 
cer, the  late  major  Samuel  Carter,  was 
introduced,  when,  with  a  liberality 
which  reflects  the  highest  honour  on 
the  members  of  that  society,  and 
which  is,  indeed,  above  all  praise,  up- 
wards of  ten  thousand  rupees  were 
contributed. 

Oct.  29th.— At  the  adjourned  ses- 
sions,  held  on  Monday  last,  the  court 
was  occupied  the  whole  of  the  day,  in 
the  trial  of  three  natives  for  a  conspi* 
racy  to  murder  G,  C.  Osborne,  Esq. 
The  jury  found  them  all  guilty. 

A:  Taylor,  a  private  in  his  majesty's 
17th  light  dragoons,  was  found  guilty 
of  a  rape  on  a  child  of  four  years  of 
age,  and  sentenced  to  be  twice  pubHcly 
whipped,  to  stand  twice  in  the  pillory, 
with  labels  expressing  his  offence,  and 
to  be  transport^  to  New  South  Wales 
for  life. 

Oct.  30th. — ^The  mail  to  the  north- 
ward was  robbed  last  night  by  a  gang 
of  persons  on  the  Parell  road ;  and  on 
the  same  night,  an  attack  was  made  on 
a  gentleman  belonging  to  this. settle- 
ment by  a  number  of  persons  armed 
with  long  poles  and  swords,  who  stop- 
ped his  carriage  -,  but  the  gentle^nan 
aiming  a  blow  at  one  of  them,  and 
calling  out  to  his  coachman  to. drive 
on,  escaped  junhurt. 

Ocatrrences  Jbr  November^ 

Nov.  3d.— The  Tteniport  Lowajee 
¥aaA\y  arrived  at  Point  de  Galle  on 
tbe23dult.  with  dispafcbea  of  impor- 
tance lot  the  admiral. 

Not.  1  Tib.— On  Mortdtff,  at  a  ape- 

clal  Sessions  of  Oyer  tfdd  l>rttiioer 

and  general  gad  ddivety^  ftagonath 

Chiraal^  Sinoy  Ladttntehond  Aviehid- 

-  das,  Bogwban  AvidiuMas/  ttVilMli- 

'^  Gtinpugee,  all  na^^Mrfttmrinthe 

*  rreastity,  were  convi<!t6^;t>ff  thrdear-  • 

*  Hgt^dtnce,  ofi  cto^iracy  toflwvdbr 


George  Cuming  Osborne^  Esq.  fh^ 
present  sub-treasurer^  and  sentence 
was  passed  on  the  three  first  for  five 
years  iroprisonmem;  daring  whidi 
period  they  are  to  be  anniially  exposed 
in  the  pillory,  twice  pubridy  whipped 
through  the  bazar,  and  each  to  pay  4 
fine  often  thousand  rupees;  and  to  be 
further  imprisoned  till  the  said  ^ne  is 
paid.  'Judgment  on  Dadajee  Gunput* 
jee  was  deferred  till  after  a  subsequent 
trial. 

On  Thursday  last,  Narron  Arzoonjee, 
a  clerk  and  cash -keeper  in  the  police 
office  was  found  guilty  of  conspiring  t^ 
prevent  the  trial  andeonviction  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  theabov^mentioned 
conspiracy. 

Not.  24th.— Yesterday  the  special 
sessions  of  oyer  and  terminer  closed 
with  the  trial  of  C.  J.  Briscoe,  esq, 
which  lasted  three  days.  He  wa^  in- 
dicted for  corruptly  ^nd  witfnlty  coo;- 
spiring  with  otbers  to  obstruct  and  im^- 
pede  the  course  of  justioe,  by  prevent- 
ing the  trial  and  conviction  of  certaift 
conspirators  to  tnurder  Mr.  Osbornd* 
The  jury  found  him  guilty,  hot  mo^ 
strongly  recommended  him  to  m^rcy. 
He  was  sentenced  to  be  imprisonfed  in 
the  gaol  of  Bombay  M  llL  calendar 
months. 

The  followhig  presentment  of  the 
grand  jury  was  delivered  by  the  fot0« 
man,  on  the  1 6th  of  November,  to 
the  honorable  the  recorder,*  previously 
to  their  being  dischii^ed,  with  «  r^ 
quest  ^at  it  might  not  be  published  till 
the  conclusion  of  the  sessions.  At  thdr 
termination  yesterday  it  was  read,  tfnd 
ordered  to  be  published  in  the  BomlMly 
papers.  .     «. 

PRESENTMENT  OP  Vaft^ORAND 
JURY.  - 
The  grand  Jury,  before *tbeyf  sepa- 
rate after  a  session  of  unustial  -kiipor- 
tancef>  and'deeply  impressW'wiifhr  the 
dangerous  tendency  of  the  ctiWlhal 
acts,  which  have^r^ceiitly  Mm  Ihe 
subjects  of  prosecution  tfi  thl*'h<Miorfe- 
ble  court,  iind  entertaiprd^i  jtist'Sense 
of  the  lamentable  tcMisequenci^s  thdt 
must  have  resulted  frdm  the  itrtpbntty 
of  crinaet  so  daring,  and  still  -more 
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fromtheie  culpable  attempts,  whichy 
by  the  resalt  of  the  late  trial,  have  been 
proved  to  have  been  made  to  stifle  in* 
qairjy  at  the  very  momeot  when  the 
means  were  afforded  of  detecting  per- 
iODS  concerned  in  a  conspiracy  for  the 
imrpote  of  assassination,  a  crime  of 
which  Englishmen  entertain  universal 
abhorrence,  deem  it  a  duty  which  they 
owe  to  Mr.  Osborne,  to  express,  in 
tlMinost  unqualified  manner,  and  with 
all  the  efficacy  which  such  expression 
if  capable  of  deriving  from  the  high 
nature  of  their  office>  their  hearty  ac- 
ktiawledgments  for  the  constant  and 
unvaried  seal,  which  has  marked  eve- 
ly  step  of  his .  progress,  in  bringing  to 
light  so  daring  and  mfamous  a  conspi- 
facy,  a  task  rendered  more  arduous 
£rom  the  obstructions  which  have  been 
opposed  to  the  discovery  of  truth. 

It  is  not,  however,  merdy  00  the 
grounds  of  the  groat  public  advantage 
^oed  by  the  prosecution  of  the  con- 
jfMrators  to  conviction,  that  the  jurors 
are  actuated  on  this  occasion,  but  they 
^rther  consider  Mr.  Osborne  entitled 
to  this  tribute  of  thanks,  from  a  sense 
4>f  the  substantial  benefit  that  must  re- 
aolt  firom  the  efifects.  of  his  perset'e- 
lance  in  that  branch  of  the  «oc]uiry, 
which  is  now  demonstrated  by  ttie  ver« 
4lict  of  the  last  jury,  to  have  been  ne- 
cesiary  to  vindicate  the  purity  and  ho« 
•nor  of  British  magistracy. 

On  this  occasion  the  grand  jurors 
cannot  avoid  stating,  that  the  luminous 
charge,  which  was  delivered  to  them 
firoro  the  bench  on  the  first  day  of 
these  sessions,  has  appeared  to  them  to 
embrace  interests  of  such  high  conse- 
queuceto  a  British  community,  that 
the  public  good  will  be  the  moreessen* 
tially  ppomotjed,  the  more  widely  it  is 
promulgated,  and  arc,  therefore,  soli- 
.  citoos  that  so  ample  a  record  of  the 
duties  of  jurors  and  magistrates,  should 
at  aU  times  be  accessible  to  those  who 
have  an  anxious  desire  faithfully  to  dis« 
i:ha]^  the  important  duti^  confided  to 
Ihem  in  those  high  capacities. 

It  is  not,  however,  their  fellow- 
couQtryraen  alone>  who  are  concerned 
in  a  knowledge  of  the  clear  exposition 
of  the  law,  which  that  address  coo* 
tainad  ;  tba  morals  of  the  natives  oi 


every  cast  and  detcriptioo  may,  t&c^ 
think,  be  essentially  improved  to  theit 
beoefit,.  and  the  general  security,  by  a 
better  acquaintance  with  those  princi- 
ples, which  form  the  foundatioa  of 
British  jurisprudence. 

The  grand  jurors  are  therefore  desi* 
rous  that  the  charge  of  the  honorable 
the  recorder  should  be  given  to  the 
world,  in  the  forcible  and  impressive 
language  of  his  lordship,  as  best  cal* 
culated  to  produce  the  good  which  it 
was  designed  to  eflfect ;  they,  therefore, 
request  that  his  lordship  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  cause  it  to  be  made  public^  and 
in  the  most  authentic  form. 
(Signed) 
Taylor  Money,  William  Boswell, 
Torlase  Crozier,  George  Cor'*ellis, — 
Thomas  Turner,  John  Smith,  Charle* 
Shubrick,  Julian  Skrine,  John  WiU 
liams,  Christopher  Robert  Wren,— 
George  V*ndeput  Drory,  John  Stew- 
art, Henry  Robert  Whitecombe,  J. 
Gatbome  Remington,  Thomas  Hugh  . 
Davis,  Geoi^e  iXikiix,  Evan  Lloyd, 
Charles  Keys,  John  Pavin,  Williarn 
Mackintosh,  James  Cafder,  Henry 
Garden,  Nicholas  Hankey  Smith,-— 
John  Forbes. 

Grand  Jury  Room, 
16th  November,  1810c 

Occurrences  Jor  December. 

General  Orders. 
Dec.  5.— 1  he  honourable  the  go* 
vemor  in  council  has  receded  with 
sincere  concern,  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  captain  Samuel  Greenwood, 
of  the  2d  regiment  Native  Infantry, 
and  first  assistant  to  the  acting  resident 
at  Baroda,  an  officer  who  has  long 
distioguished  himself  by  his  quaKfica* 
tioos  to  render  himself  u^ful  to  the 
hoooun^e  company  wherever  he 
might  be  employed  j.  but  particu- 
larly  in  the  province  of  Guzerat,  and 
in  the  ad^iotning  peninsula  of  Katty- 
war  and  ip  Kutdi>  of  the  local  inter* 
esti  of  which  countries,  and  of  the 
hodcafable  company  as  cbnnected 
tbecewitht  he  had  soccessfiilly  acqoiiad 
an  eaft^Bfii^  knowledge  under  the  aus« 
pioes  of  heuteoant-colooei  Walker# 
the  |»ta  lesxdeut^  betweeo  whon  tl# 
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gtrongest  fnendshiQ^  reflecting  credit 
on  both,  bad  subsilted  during  a  series 
of  years. 

Dbc.  15.— On  Monday  the  instito- 
tion  of  an  annual  fair  in  hononr  of  the 
Hinda  deity  Bbowanee  Sunkeraswer^ 
to  whom  a  Pagoda  was  lately  erected, 
and  dedicated  bySunkersettBaboolsett, 
a  respectable  Hindn  merchant,  and  in 
which  the  Leeng,  the  appropriate  sym- 
bols of  the  god  Mahadew,  had  been 
brought  from  the  Nerbnddab,  was  cele- 
brated at  his  garden  on  the  road  to 
Breach  Candy,  by  the  performance  of 
all  the  due  religious  ceremonies,  at 
which  almost  all  the  principal  Hindoos 
of  the  place  attended. 

The  Pagoda  was  splendidly  illumi* 
nated  on  the  occasion,  and  nume- 
rous shops  were  erected  on  the  oppo- 
aite  batty  fields,  and  along  the  garden 
walls ;  and  the  concourse  of  people 
who  attended  the  opening  of  tlie  fair, 
und  the  performance  of  the  ceremonies 
-was  so  great,  that  it  was  hardly  possible 
to  pass  along  the  road. 

jbeeember  17,  1810. 
By  the  honoMrdble    the  governor  in 
council. 

It  Spearing  by  the  public  prints, 
lately  received  from  the  Isle  of  Hour- 
boo,  that  captain  Robert  Elliott,  of 
the  Military  establishment  of  this  pre- 
sidency, was  killed  on  board  his  Ma- 
je6ty*8  frigate  Africaine  In  the  action 
with  the  Iphigenia  and  Astrea, 
French  ships,  on  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  while  gallantly  perf<n'ming  his 
duty  as  an  officer,  for  which  he  had 
volunteered  his  services  $  the  honour- 
able the  governor  in  council,  after  the 
-expression  of  his  sincere  sympathy  in 
4he  loss  of  so  meritorious  an  officer,  is 
pleased  to  direct  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  casualty,  the  following  promo- 
tions take  place  in  the  Native  Infantry. 
Fifth  regiment. 

Captain  lieoieoant  Alexander  GibioD,  to 
be  captain  of  a  company. 

X«ieutenant  Charles  William  Ellwood,  to 
be  captain  lieutenant,  and  ensign  Robert 
fiorber,  to  be  lieutenant  in  succession  to  cap-, 
tain  R'  Elliott,  deceased,— Date  of  ranki4tb 

Notice  hy  govemmsnt, 
ff,  bemag^-^xnon  espedally  ia  ?iew 


to  the  extension,  oflateyearv,  of  th« 
honourable  company's  territorial  acqui* 
aitions  in  this  quarter  of  India,  become 
of  the  first  importance  to  promote  and 
render  general  a  knowledge  of  th« 
country  languages  among  the  servanta 
of  the  honourable  company,  and  of  all 
those  exercising  offices  under  it ;  this 
is  to  give  notice,  that  the  governor  ia 
council,  proceeding  on  the  basis,  and  in 
the  spirit  of  the  instructions  lateljT 
transmitted  by  the  honourable'  th« 
court  of  directors  in  the  fl5th  and 
116th  paragraphs  of  their  commands 
of  the  17th  of  January  last,  (prohibi- 
tory of  any  military  officer's  attaining 
under  the  want  of  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  Hindoostanee,  any  staff* 
appointment,)  has  resolved  to  intro* 
duce  the  observance  of  a  similar  pre* 
ference  in  appreciating  the  pretensions 
of  covenanted  civil  setvants,  becomioj; 
candidates  for  offices,  applicable  to  this 
department  of  the  service  j  which  is 
accordingly  published  for  general  in- 
formation,  to  the  end  that  none  may 
feel  disappointment  at  what,  under  the 
sanction  and  example  of  so  high  an 
authority,  will  not  fail  to  be  experieo« 
ced  by  those  who  may  omit  to  qualify 
themselves  in  the  manner  which  the 
purport  of  those  orders  so  decidedly 
require. 

The  languages,  which  it  is  deemed 
the  most  useful  for  official  purposes  to 
possess  in  this  quarter  of  India,  are  the 
Hindoostanee,  the  Mahratta,  Gauze- 
ratty,  and  the  Persian ;  and  from  every 
one  on  the  establishmeot,  it  is  expected^ 
that  a  conversancy,  and  the  being  able 
to  correspond,  in  one  or  more  of  these 
dialects,  will,  in  the  course  of  twelve 
months,from  the  first  of  January,  1811, 
be  attained ;  after  which,  from  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  year  1812,  the  want 
thereof,  will  not  fiul  to  operate  to  the 
fullest  extent,  the  eventual  exclusions 
above  announced ;  on  the  like  princi* 
pies  as  were  promulgated  by  the  su« 
preme  government  by  its  aotificatioD^ 
under  date  the  U  th  of  December,  1 798  j 
which  implies,  of  course,  the  daira^ 
of  every  iQdi\  idual  to  app^  to  an  ex** 
aminatioD  by  and  oontequent  report  of 
a  eompeteat  goacaittee,  ia  the  event 
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of  any  ooe*t  ooniideriog  hit  preteotioDf 
to  ao  atuinmeot  in  the  languages,  not 
to  ha?e  been  sufficiently  appreciated  i 
besides  which  it  will  rest  with  govern- 
tnent  to  have  recourse  to  the  investiga* 
tion  by  such  a  conunittee,  whenevo* 
they  may  see  occasions  for  it. 

Civil  servants  becoming  candidatesibr 
judgeships,  are  also  expected  to  have 
previously  attained  to  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  laws  and  regulations 
enacted  by  government,  for  the  gui- 
dance of  its  judicial  officers  in  that 
highly  consequential  branch  of  the  ge- 
neral administration,  and  to  be  ready 
and  willing  to  submit  to  an  examina- 
tion of  their  proficiency  therein,  when- 
ever government  shall  deem  such  pre- 
liminary enquiry  to  be  expediait. 

An  allowance  for  a  Native  teacher 
of  thirty  rupees  per  mensem,  will  be 
extended  to  those  who  may  be  disposed 
to  avail  themselves  of  this  notice  for 
the  year  ensuing,  after  which  it  will  be 
withdrawn. 

By  ordjsr  of  the  honourable  the  go« 
vernor  in  council^ 

F.  Waireh, 
Chief  Sec. 

JBwnUy  CasiU,  3Ut  Dec.  1810. 

Occurrences  Jor  January,  1811. 

Jan.  6th.««>The  PeiAwa,  having  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  see  the  British 
troops  at  this  station  perform  some 
evolutions,  his  wish  was  readily  com- 
plied with,  and  his  highness  having 
fixed  on  the  first  of  January,  in  the  af- 
ternoon, for  this  purpose,  be  arrived  at 
bis  tents,  pitched  close  to  the  parade, 
between  one  and  two  o'clock,  with  a 
numerous  train  of  attendants. 

The  brigade  was  under  arms  exactly 
at  three  o'clock,  and  about  half  an  hour 
after,  his  highness  in  his  palankin  came 
fix>m  his  tent  to  the  station  allotted 
•him  in  front  of  the  brigade,  when  the 
Mview  commenced.  According  to  a 
,prevk>us  arrangement,  by  desire  uf  the 
JPetshrwa,  the  royal  salute  was  not  fired 
till  afier  the  troops  bad  msircbed  round 
hi  order  of  revit'Wj  aiKl  hii  bif^hness 
tett^ed  to  hik  lents,  cuiiv<^i>ieririy  pia^-^xl 
for  his  viewing  the  wiiolt'  lit-jd  to  ad* 


vantage.   The  review  took  place  in  the 
Allowing  order. 

1st.  A  general  salute,  both  coloaiB 
dropped. 

2d.  March  round  in  order  of  re- 
view, colours  dropped  to  the  PeisfaWa-^ 
form  in  line. 

3d.  A  salute  of  21  guns  from  four 
field-pieces  in  the  centre  of  the  bri- 
gade. 

4th.  Close  column  on  the  centre 
companies  of  corps. 

5th.  Column  of  line  on  the  right 
corps  ccmntermarch  ;  deploy  into  line* 

6th.  Hollow  square,  advance  by 
the  front  face>  square  reduced. 

7fh.  Retire  by  alternate  companies ; 
form  line. 

8th.  Open  column  of  march  on  the 
centre  companies  of  brigade,  fbrm  to 
the  front  by  companies  in  echellon, 

9th.  Retire  by  wings  of  battaliooa  ; 
form  line. 

10th.  Advance  in  line  *,  two  voUiea. 

lltb.  Open  rank,  advance  with 
music,  general  salute. 

On  bis  highness  quitting^the  ground 
a  little  before  sunset,  a  royal  salute 
from  the  field-pieces  concluded  the 
business  of  the  day. 

The  troops  made  a  fine  appearance  I 
the  field  return  stated  2109  present. 
The  movements  were  beauUfut,  the 
wheelings  perfect,  the  disUnces  well 
preserved,  the  coverings  correct^  and 
the  firings  close  and  excellent. 

The  whole  performance  eminently 
displayed  the  high  state  of  discipline  in 
which  the  brigade  is,  and  the  Feoark 
once  made  by  general  Floyd,  after  a  re- 
view of  a  crack,  corps  of  Native  In- 
fantry on  the  Madras  estahltshoMnt,  ia 
justly  appUcable  to  the  Poonah  bri« 
gade  :  **.  It  is  in  a  fit  state  to  be  pre- 
sented to  either  friend  or  foe." 

The  following  letter  was  received  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Cooke  next  day,  and 
the  subjoined  brigade  order  issued  in 
consequepce. 

.  To  lieutenant'Colonel  Cooke,  commands 

trig  ut  Poonah, 

Sir,  •'''   '      '^ 

I  have  h^tn  drslred  ly  his^  highneta 

fthtv  t^  I  ^h  w.i,  to  assure   ou  of  th6  bigl^ 

giaVii^w  i.oiihe  experienced  at  the  ap« 
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pearance  and  manosuvres  of  the  brigade 
yesterday  afternoon ;  and  to  request  that 
you  will  yourself  do  him  the  favour  to 
accept >  and  that  you  will  be  so  obliging 
as  to  convey  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  your  command  the  expression  of 
bis  best  thanks  for  the  pleasure  he  de- 
rived from  every  part  of  the  review. 

I  shall  have  great  satisfaction  in  re- 
porting to  the  right  honourable  the  go^ 
Ycrnor-general  the  very  flattering  senti- 
ments expressed  by  the  Peishwa  on  this 
occasion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

&c.  Sec. 
(Signed)  H.  Russel, 

■  Acting  Resident. 

Camp  Poonah,  2d  Jan.  1811- 
Brigade  Orders. 
Parole  Bajerow, 
**  Lieuteuant-colonel  Cooke  has  great 
pleasure  in  communicating  to  the  Bri- 
l^ade,  the  entire  satisfaction  which  his 
highness  the  Peisiiwa  has  been  pleased  to 
express  at  their  performance  yesterday 
at  the    Inspection  5  lieutenant-colonel 
Cooke   feels  an    increased  degree  of 
pleasure  in  making  this  communication^ 
fvotn  his  own  sentiments  entirely  coin- 
ciding with  those  of  his  highness/' 

The  Peishwa  was  so  much  pleased 
'with  the  band  of  the  2d  battalion  1st 
regiment,  dressed  in  high  style,  that 
after  the  brigade  had  marched  round, 
he  sent  to  desire  they  might  come  and 
play  near  to  his  tent,  which  they  did 
during  the  performance  of  the  manoeu- 
vres. His  highness  retired  mounted 
on  an  elephant,  surrounded  by  his 
troops,  attendants,  and  subjects,  shout- 
iog  his  praises. 

Tents  were  pitched  on  the  left  of  the 
Peishwa*s  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
ladies. 

The  gaiety  of  the  scene,  which  pre- 
sented state  elephants  superbly  decora- 
ted 3  a  string  of  his  highness's  carriages 
constructed  after  the  manner  of  our 
coaches,  palankins,  richly  furnished, 
bodies  of  horses  displaying  their  activ  ity 
in  ail  directions,  and  an  immense  con- 
course of  people  from  the  city,  furnished 
a  spectacle  extremely  pleasing  and  gra» 
tifyiog  to  the  beholder. 
Jan.  13.  His  majesty's  ship  LioD,capt. 

Vol.  12.  ^  ] 


Heatchcot,  arrived  yesterday  morning 
from  England,  which  she  quitted  on 
the  27th  of  July,  having  on  board  hia 
excellency  Mirza  Abal  Hassan,  the 
Persian  envoy  to  the  court  of  Great 
Britain,  on  bis  return  to  Persia  j  ac- 
companied by  his  excellency  Sir  Gore 
Ousely,  hart,  whom  his  majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  appoint  his  ambassador 
extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
sovereign  of  Persia. 

On  the  'signal  being  made  for  his 
majesty's  ship  Lion,  R.  T.Goodwin, 
Esq.  the  mehmendar  appointed  to  at- 
tend the  Persian  ambassador,  proceed- 
ed on  board  ;  and  having  consulted 
his  excellency's  pleasure  as  to  the  pe- 
riod of  his  excellency's  repairing  on 
shore,  a  deputation,  composed  of  the 
chief  secretary  to  the  government,  the 
commandant  of  the  garrison,  the  quar- 
ter-master-general, Hugh  Munro,  Esq. 
of  the  civil  service,  the  acting  super- 
intending engineer,' the  deputy-adju- 
tant-g^neral,  major  Baker,  captains 
Sealy  and  Leckey,  and  lieutenant  Rus- 
sel, proceeded  on  board  at  two  o'ck)ck, 
to  invite  and  escort  his  excellency  on 
shore,  to  whonji  the  gentlemen  wera 
severally  introduced  by  the  mehmen- 
dar. 

On  his  excellency's  quitting  th^ 
Lion  a  royal  salute  was  fired  from  her^ 
and  repeated  by  the  rest  of  his  mar 
jesty's  ships  in  the  harbour,  with  their 
yards  manned  j  the  Persian  ambassa- 
dor proceeded  to  the  shore  in  the  ho- 
norable the  governor's  barge,  accom* 
panied  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  de- 
putation, with  other  boats  attending 
with  the  garrison  band,  and  his  excel- 
lency's suite ;  a  salute  from  the  salur 
ting  battery  announced  his  landing  at 
the  New  Pier,  where  his  excellency 
was  welcomed  by  a  second  deputation, 
composed  of  the  master-attendant  of 
the  marine,  the  accountant-general, 
the  miUtary-paymaster-general,  th^ 
custom-master,  the  physician-general, 
the  governor's  military  secretary  and 
aid-de-caraps,  the  king's  brigade-ma- 
jor, the  barrack- master,  and  the  assist- 
ant deputy-adjutant  and  quarter-roas- 
ter-generals. The  troops  in  garrisoa 
composing  a  street  from  the  landing 
plac9  towards  the  esplaoadej  bis  esceW 
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kncy  walked  to  a  carnage  that  was  in 
waiting  to  convey  hirn  to  the  mount- 
house,  the  residence  prepared  for  his 
excellency's  reception,  to  which  his 
excellency  proceeded,  accompnnied 
by  the  mehmcndar,— the  deputation 
that  had  received  his  excellency  on 
his  landing,  and  followed  by  his  suite 
in  separate  carriages. 

On  his  ex^Uency's  arrival  at  the 
mount,  a  third  deputation,  composed 
of  the  provisional  commanding  officer 
of  the  forces,  lieutenarit-colonel  Wil- 
liamson, the  advocate-general,  the  ad- 
jutant-general, the  officer  command- 
ing his  majesty's  17th  regiment,  the 
town-major,  the  comm'ssary  of  stores, 
and  the  deputy-auditor-general,  was  in 
waiting  to  receive  his  excellency.. 

After  these  honors  had  been  pr.id 
to  this  distinguished  stranger ;  the  first 
deputation  returned  on  board  his  ma- 
jesty's ship  Lion,  to  attend  his  majes- 
ty's ambassador  extraordinary  and  ple- 
nipotentiary on  shore,  accornpanied  by 
the  other  boats  as  betbre.  His  excel- 
lency Sir  Gore  Ousely,  bart.  proceed- 
ed in  the  Lion's  barge,  with  the  royal 
standard  hoisted,  attended  by  the  chief 
tecretary  to  the  government  and  the 
quarter-master-general,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen of  his  excellency's  family ;  the 
captains  of  his  majesty's  ships.  Lion, 
Caroline,  Russel,  Chichester  and  Shaw, 
Ardasseer,  followed  each  in  hi«  own 
boat  5  accompanied  also  by  those  that 
had  proceeded  from  the  shore ;  royal 
salutes  were  fired  on  his  excellency 
quitting  the  Lion  from  his  majesty's 
jhips  in  the  harbour,  with  their  yards 
manned  as  before  5  which  was  repeat- 
ed from  the  garrison  on  his  excellen- 
cy's landing  at  the  new  Pier,  whence 
his  excellency  proceeded  through  a 
street  formed  by  the  troops  of  the 
garrison,  to  the  government-house  ; 
where  the  honorable  the  governor  re- 
ceived his  majesty's  ambassador  ;  to 
whom  his  excellency  was  introduced 
by  the  chief  secretary  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

Jan.  19th. — ^The  annual  reviews  of 
the  corps  at  this  presidency  commenced 
on  the  15th  instant  with  his  majesty's 
47th  regiment,  whose  appearance, 
tH»ad]Dess^  and  correctness  «f  move- 


ments, were  noticed  by  major-general 
Mac-Pherson,  in^  public  orders  issued 
the  next  day. 

Bombay  Castle,  2\st  Jan, 
Garrison  Order. 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  that 
the  honourable  the  governor  announces 
to  the  army  the  surrender  of  the  Maa- 
ritfus  on  the  3d  of  December. 

Highly  gratifying  as  that  evetrt  most 
in  itself  prove,  as  comprehending  a  na- 
tional advantage  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence to  the  welfare  of  the  unhed 
kingdom  3  it  will  be,  at  the  same  time, 
the  more  peculiarly  interesting  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  in  this  quarter  of 
India,  from  the  conquest  being  achieved 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
honourable  general  Abercrombic,  their 
commander-in-chief,  who  has  added, 
by  this  termination  to  the  French  poi- 
sessions  on  this  side  of  the  Cape,  a 
new  title  to  that  public  favor,  and 
esteem  for  himself  and  bis  family^ 
which  his  respected  parent  had  already 
so  well  earned  on  the  plains  of  Egypt. 

In  enunciation  of  this  glorious  intel- 
ligence, a  royal  salute  is  to  be  fired  im- 
mediately, and  a  feu  de  joie  by  the 
troops  this  evening.  The  latter  are 
moreover  to  receive  three  c^ays  batta 
on  this  happy  occasion. 

Occunmces  for  Fehrtiary. 

Feb.  2d. —On  Wednesday  his exc^V 
lency  Mirza  Abul  Hussan,  the  Persian 
ambassador  to  the  court  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  his  excellency  Sir  Gore\)use- 
ley,  Bart,  his  majesty's  ambsssa^^or 
extraordin^iry  and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
king  of  Persia,  embarked  on  board  Lis 
raiijesty's  ship  the  Lion,  proceeding  to 
the  ^ulph  of  Persia. 

The  embarkation  was  attended  with 
similar  ceremonies,  and  similar  marks 
of  honor  to  thpse  which  accompanied 
the  landing  of  their  excellencies. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Poonl under ^ 
dated  February, 

A  Dow,  which  arrived  firom  Muscat 
yesterday,  has  brought  a  report  of  the 
Jowaslimee  or  Wahabee  tribe  being  at 
sea  with  afbrceofthirty-fivesailofdif^ 
ferent  descriptions,  which  are  said  to 
bav#  taken  and  plundered  a  boat  under 
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British  colours  near  to  Guratchee,  and 
to  have  afterwards  steered  back  for  the 
Persian  Gulph. 

On  the  Macauley's  passage  to  Bush- 
ire,  and  while  ofFConrjouh,  she  fell  in 
V9\\h  four  piratical  boats  of  the  largest 
size,  who  made  several  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts, during  a  perfect  calm,  to  board 
us  5  we  had  little  to  fear  from  so  few, 
and  easily  kept  them  off.  On  our  re- 
turn homeward,  and  while  off  the 
island  of  Bushrop,  we  again  fell  in  wi\h 
three  of  the  four  abovemenlioned  boats, 
together  with  seventeen,  others,  full  of 
men,  and  elated  with  their  recent  suc- 
cesses, having  just  captured  two  brigs 
and  live  dows  belonging  to  Muscat. 
We  first  saw  six  on  ttie  look  out,  while 
the  remaining  fourteen^  were  at  anchor 
between  the  Island  Folia  andthe  main. 
On  their  perceiving  ourapproach,  they 
all  stood  towards  us,  with  the  hopes  no 
doubt,  of  taking  us  by  surprise.  We 
were  prepared,  and  immediately  hoisted 
our  colours,  and  informed  them  we  were 
English,  at  the  same  thne  warning  tbem 
not  to  approach  closer,  or  we  should  be 
moder  th«  necessity  of  firing.     Paying 


no  attentioo  .to  this,  and  commencing 
with  thiir  matchlocks.  Obliged  us  to 
fire  on  them,  notwithstanding  which, 
and  the  confusion  it  occasioned  in  some 
of  their  boats,  I  bey  continued  closing 
with  us.  Our  fire  now  was  close  and 
very  effectual,  having  repulsed  them  in 
every  attempt  to  board.  Foiled  in  all 
their  eftofts  to  effect  their  object  of 
boarding  us,  a  few  of  the  largest,  ona 
of  which  alone  carried  double  the  num- 
ber of  tnen  on  board  the  Macauly, 
made  a  last  and  desperate  effort  to  board, 
but  were  again  repulsed.  From  thii 
circumstance,  together  with  various  in- 
formations we  have  received  of  their 
increasing  stren|;tli,  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  apprehend  the  greatest  danger, 
unless  ships  proceeding  to  the  Gulph  of 
Persia  are  well  prepared  to  resist  them. 
To  the  determined  exertions  of  my 
officers  and  crew,  together  with  the  as- 
sistance and  gallant  behaviour  of  lieu- 
tenant Pedlar  of  the  ()th  regiment  Native 
infantry,!  am  greatly  indebted  :  indeed, 
the  conduct  of  every  man  on  board  sur- 
passed my  warmest  expec  ations. 


Prince  of  Wales's  Island  Occurrences  for  February,  18 10. 


The  Penang  gazette  of  the  lyth 
February,  presents  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  a  dreadful  conflagration  at 
Kangoon. 

"  This  most  disastrous  event   took 
place  about  two  o'clock,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  ]3ih  ultimo  ^  and,  as  it   is 
reported,  commenced  at  an  arrack  shop 
situated  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
kept  by  one  Van   Hart.    The  Rame 
having  communicated  to  some  casks  of 
liquor,  they  burst,    and  spread  their 
destructive    influence     through    the 
I     streets  adjacent.    The  houses,  nearly 
;     seven    thousand    in     number,  being 
built    entirely    of    wood,     iramedi- 
!    tttely  caught  ^e,    and  were  shortly 
I    after  in  one  continued  blaze.     The 
Mr  hole  of  the  buildings,  public  or  pi'i- 
▼ate,  with  the  exception  of  the  fol- 
lowing, were  destroyed :  viz.  the  Por- 
4ugueie  cborcbj  ftgund  E/e^  Byhoun*8 


House,  Minlsler*s  House,  Agaza*f 
House,  and  Mr.  Taylor's  house. 

"  The  bridges  and  walls,  the  btter 
built  of  keel  and  mast  pieces  to  th« 
height  of  2(5  or  30  feet,  are  complete- 
ly burnt ;  and  it  is  the  determination 
of  the  Burniah  government,  not  to 
allow  any  timber  to  be  exported,  untU 
the  town  is  rebuilt. 

*'  Several  Burraahs,  and  one  Arme- 
nian, were  destroyed  by  the  falling  in 
of  houses.  In  consequence  of  the 
destruction  *  of  Rangoon,  every  tbin^ 
was  in  great  demand." 

Captain  Canning,  the  British  envoy 
to  the  court  of  Ava,  had  set  out  from 
Rangoon,  on  the  20th  of  December, 
on  bis  journey  towards  the  capital. 
Subsequent  to  his  departure,  no  ad- 
vices have  been  received  from  him. 

A  Burmah  army  of  thirty  thousand 
men,  bad  invaded  and  taken  the  Isla&4 
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Jank  Ce7]on>  and  sent  all  the  inhabi- 
tants in  slavery  to  Pegu.  The  Sia- 
mese were  collecting  a  fotce,  for  the 
purpose  of  attempting  the  recapture  of 
this  possession. 

Occurrences  for  March. 

March  17.— On  Tuesday  night, 
about  twelve  o'clock,  a  banditti  of  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  Chinese,  en- 
tered the  house  of  a  Malay  woman  at 
Soonghy  Peoang  5  after  carrying  off  a 
chest  containing  some  articles  of  value, 
they  severely  wounded  the  inhabitants, 
consisting  of  three  women  and  a  young 
female  child.  The  mother  of  the  child, 
who  was  the  mistress  of  the  house, 
died  yesterday  morning ;  the  lives  of 
the  others  are  despaired  of. 

March  24.  —  Late  on  Tuesday 
night,  the  ship  Bengal  Anna,  captain 
Thomas  Scott,  anchored  in  the  har- 
bour from  Calcutta,  having  on  board 
the  honourable  C.  A.  Bruce,  as  gover- 
nor ;  honourable  Mis.  Bruce,  and  two 
children  5  Mrs.  Scott,  and  three  chil- 
dren ',  Major  Yule,  J.  C.  Lawrence, 
esq.  civil  service,  captain  M'Innes, 
20th  regiment,  and  lieutenpnt  M*Do- 
nald,  Bombay  establishnncOt. 

At  sunrise,  on  Wednesday,  the 
Anna  saluted  the  fort,  which  was  re- 
turned. 

At  seven  o'clock,  the  honourable 
Mr.  Bruce  landed  under  the  appropri- 
ate honours,  and  was  received  at  the 
wharf  by  the  honourable  the  governor 
and  members  ©f  council,  who  accom- 
panied him  through  a  street,  formed 
by  the  military,  to  the  government 
house. 

•  At  ten  o'clock,  the  honourable  Mr. 
Bruce  took  the  usual  031  hs  and  his 
•eat  as  governor,  and  colonel  Maca- 
Jister  was  sworn  in  as  second,  and  W. 
E. Phillips,  Ksf].  third,  and  last  member 
of  council,  under  the  customary  sa- 
lutes. 

The  following  prorlamation  waspnb- 
h'sliP'',  l>y  oh!er  lA  the  hoHourable  the 
goveriio?  nnd  council. 

•  "Mfn.AVlATIOM. 

'      '  -^^  court 
•     -iirect 

1/     .  .»    '.       .'..^iiih- 


ment  of  Bengal^  should  be  appoinled 
governor  of  this  presidency,  and  the 
right  honourable  the  governor-general 
in  council,  having  under  that  autbo* 
rity,  nominated  the  honourable  Charles 
Andrew  Hruce,  to  the  office,  the  ar* 
rival  of  that  gentleman,  at  this  island, 
and  his  having  taken  the  prescribed 
oaths  and  charge  of  the  government , 
is  announced. 

All  persons,  in  the  honourable 
company*}  civil,  military,  and  ma* 
rine  service,  and  all  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  Prince  of  Wales's  Island, 
and  its  dependencies,  are  therefore  di- 
rected to  take  due  notice  thereof,  and 
to  obey  the  said  honourable  Charles 
Andrew  Bruce,  accordingly. 

The  honourable  the  cotirt  of  di- 
rectors, having  also  appointed  colo- 
nel Norman  Macalister,  to  be  second 
member  of  council,  and  oomooand- 
ant  of  the  forces,  and  William  Ed- 
ward Phillips,  Esq.  third  and  last 
member  of  council,  those  gentle- 
men have  this  day  taken  the  pre- 
scribed oaths,  and  their  seats  accord- 
ingly. 

Published  by  order  of  the  honour- 
able governor  and  council. 

Thos.  Rafflbs, 
Sec.  to  Govt. 
Fort  Cornwallis,  March  21,  1810. 

The  honourable  the  governor  has 
been  pleased  to  appoint  Captain  Wes- 
ton his  aid-de-camp. 

Occurrences  for  May, 
Mat  26th. — Last  Thursday  night, 
Ameen  the  Chinese,  under  sentence 
of  death  for  murder,  put  a  period  to 
his  existence,  by  suspending  himself 
with  a  cord  to  a  nail  in  the  wall  of 
his  cell. 

The  coroner's  inquest  sat  on  the 
body  yesterday  morning,  and  brought 
in  a  verdict  offelo  de  $e. 

Act  of  Grace. 
Sir  E.  Stanley  gave  notice,  that    he 
wbuld  proceed,  on  Monday  next,  being 
the  anniversary  of  the  birth-day  of  bis 
mojji   gracious  majesty,    king  George' 
the  Hid.  JO  take  info  consideration  such, 
petitions  as  shall  be  presented  to  the' 
( onrt  by  the  insolvent  debtors,  now  in 
actual  custody,  in  the  gaol^  for  any 
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fom  or  sums  of  money,  and  whose 
debts  do  not  respectively  amount  to  a 
larger  sum  than  four  hundred  Spanish 
dollars/  and  to  discharge  and  release 
their  persons  from  further  imprison- 
ment, upon  their  surrendering  all  their 
property,  real  and  personal,  to  their 
creditors,  towards  satisfaction  of  their 
debts  upon  oath,  and  executing  an  as- 
signment thereof,  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  the  32d  of  Geo. 
2d.  chap.  28,  coromonly  called  the 
Lord's  act,  entitled,  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  insolvent  debtors,  as  to  the  im- 
prisonment of  their  persons,  and  of 
other  acts,  and  upon  their  complying 
with  the  terms  of  the  said  acts,  of  which 
the  creditors  of  the  respective  prisoners 
and  all  other  persons  concerned,  are  to 
take  notice,  and  to  attend  accordingly! 
John  Hewitt, 

Registrar. 
Court-house,  George  Town,  this    . 
ZOth  day  of  May,  1810. 

Ocairrencesfor  June. 

Juke  gth. — ^The  honourable  the 
governor  on  Monday  last,  in  comme- 
moration of  the  anniversary  of  our 
sovereign  George  the  third's  birth-day, 
entertained  a  very  large  party  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  at  the  government- 
house. 

The  festivities  of  the  day  began 
at  sunrise,  by  a  salute  of  seventy-two 
guns,  corresponding  with  the  king's 
age,  fired  from  the  walls  of  the  garri- 
son, accompanied  by  a  royal  salute  from 
the  several  Portuguese  ships  in  the 
harbour,  w^o  beside  this  mark  of  re- 
spect, had  the  British  ensign  flying  at 
the  fore,  their  national  flag  at  the  main, 
and  the  Spanish  at  the  mizen  all  day. 

His  majesty's  ships  Caroline,  Pied- 
montaise,  Blanche,  and  Barracoutta, 
saluted  at  one  o'clock  ;  the  day  shut  in 
with  another  royal  salute  from  the 
Portuguese  ships. 

An  act  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  a 
respectable  native  merchant  of  this 
place,  Taun  Koo  Syyd  Hussaip,  does 
very  great  credit  to  his  character,  and 
deserves  to  be  known. 

Understanding  that  his  onost  gracious 
ntojeaty    had  entered   upon  hit  73d 


ye^r,  and  wishing,  on  that  auspicious 
day,  to  evince  his  gratitude  to  the  go- 
vernment under  which  he  had  lived  for 
many  years,  he  ordered  a  sum  of  above 
6000  Spanish  dollars>  upwards  of 
1,5001.  sterling,  to  be  [^id  towards  the 
liquidation  of  the  debts  of  the  several 
prisoners  then  in  gaol  on  executions. 
The'sura  was  sufficient  to  discharge  the 
whole,  as  well  those  from  the  court  of 
judicature,  as  from  the  small-debt 
court.  \ 

It  was  extremely  pleasing  to  an  hu- 
mane mind,  to  observe  the  gratitude 
shewn  by  the  debtors  (some  of  whom 
had  been  imprisoned  for  small  sums  for 
several  years)  on  ^heir  unexpected  en- 
largement. They  all  proceeded  in  a 
body  to  return  thanks  to  their  benefac- 
tor, most  of  them  accompanied  by  their 
wives  and  children,  to  the  number  of 
about  fifty-five  persons. 

In  a  place  where  there  is  so  frequent 
occasion  to  animadvert  on  the  extreme 
profligacy  and  vicious  habits  of  the  na- 
tives, it  gives  real  pleasure  to  reverse 
the  picture,  and  to  mention  an  act  per- 
formed by  a  native,  which  reflects  the 
highest  honor  on  human  nature,  name- 
ly, that  of  relieving,  from  motives  of 
compassion,  the  misfortunes  and  dis- 
tresses of  our  fellow  creatures. 

June  23.-rMr.  W.  A.  Clubley,  to 
act  as  Secretary  to  government,  during 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Raffles. 

On  Thursday  his  majesty's  ship  Sa- 
marang,  Richard  Spencer,  Esq.  arrived 
from  the  Moluccas,  last  from  Malacca, 
filled  with  spices,  which  she  took  on 
board  at  Pulo  Oby. 

Yesterday  his  majesty's  ship  Corn- ' 
wallis,  W.  A.  Montague,  Esq.  and  a 
prize  Dutch  brig,  arrived  also  from  the 
Moluccas. 

On  anchoring,  the  usual  salutes  were 
exchanged. 

Captain  Montague  landed  a  short 
while  before  sun-set,  under  the  salute 
due  to  his  rank. 

June  30th.— By  the  arrival  of  the 
Thainstone,  captaiii  Tait,  |n  Monday 
Jast,  from  the  eastward,  a  pJ-ticular  ac- 
count is  received  of  the  misadventure 
which  occurred  to  the  long  boat  belor^g- 
ing  to  that  ship. 

The  Thainstone  having  arrived  atv 
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Sunghy  Jubboose,  on  the  island  of 
Banca,  was  trading  there,  and  having 
agreed  for  a  quantity  of  tin,  a  part  of 
which  had  been  received  on  board  and 
paid  fur,  the  long  boat,  according  to 
agreement  wijh  the  head  people,  was 
proceeding  on  shore  the  next  day  with 
funds  for  tlie  remainder. 

C^p.ain  Tait  was  to  have  gone  on 
shore  at  the  same  lime  wiih  the  long 
boat,  but  the  Montrose  heaving  in  sight 
the  night  before,  and  under  apprehen- 
sion of  her  being  a  privateer,  he  defer- 
red leaving  the  vessel,  until  it  was  well 
.  ascertained  what  the  strange  s^\\  was. 

From  every  information  it  appeared, 
that  a  plan  had  been  laid  to  cnt  off  the 
Ijoatsa  the  mouth  of  the  river.  On 
captain  Tait  going  into  the  river  about 
eight  o'clo(k  in  tne  morning,  a  sm^ll 
canoe,  with  two  people,  met  the  boat, 
enquired  if  the  vessel  which  had  arrived 
was  of  war  j  and  brought  a  message  for 
him  to  proceed  to  the  rajah  in  one  of 
the  four  boats  j  he  having  no  suspicion 
of  their  intention,  continued  to  pull  to- 
wards them,  when  within  hail,  they 
desired  him  to  proceed  on  board  again, 
as  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  land ; 
that  the  long  boat  would  be  on  board 
with  tin  on  the  flood  making,  and  thai 
the  r  jah  meant  to  pay  him  a  visit  on, 
board  the  ship  in  the  afternoon.  Cap- 
tain Tait  returned  on  boafti  but  saw  nei- 
ther the  boat  nor  rajah.  Next  moming, 
on  the  Montrose's  boat  landing,  the 
people  in  the  four  boats  surrounded  her, 
and  threatened  to  put  the  crew  to 
death,  but  spared  them,  in  coQsequence 
of  theNacoda's  age.' 

Tfie  people  sent  offa  message  to  Cap- 
tain Tait  that  he  might  proceed  for  Pe- 
nang,  as  thf*y  had  taken  his  boat  and 
people,  which  they  would  not  deliver 
up.  Captain  I'ait  afterwards  went  to 
.  Mintou,  in  company  wiih  the  Mon- 
trose, and  Kadree  (which  had  arrived 
in  the  interim) to  complain  of  the  rajah's 
conduct  to  the  head  man  there,  who 
promised  to  nse  his  interest  to  get  back 
the  people,  boat,  and  property,  if  possi- 
ble— the  Ivat  was  afterwards  delivered 
to  captain  Willianiaon,  who  left  her  at 
Li ngin,  with  a  letter,  stating,  that  the 
|)eople  had  been  ail  killed,  and  the  per* 


son  who  beaded  the  plot  had  abscond^ 
with  the  property. 

Occurrences  for  Ncfvember* 

Nov.  15.«^A  most  barbarous  mar« 
der  was  lately  perpetrated  at  Penaog, 
on  the  person  of  Dr.  Elmes,  maoy 
years  resident  at  that  settlement. 

Prompted  by  the,  hope  of  plunder^ 
a  party  of  Chinamen,  to  the  number 
of  forty,  entered  the  house  of  the  de- 
ceased J  who,  whilst  iii  the  act  of 
deprecating  their  fury,  was  cruelly 
butchered.  The  assassins  had  effected 
their  escape  ;  but  as  the  most  active 
measures  have  been  taken  for  their  ap- 
prcliension,  it  was  boped  they  would 
speeaily  atone  for  their  crimes. 

Occwrences  for  December. 

PROCLAMATION. 
Fort  Cornwallis,  2Qthdni/  of  December^ 

In  consequence  of  the  much-la« 
roented  death  of  the  honorable  Charles 
Andrew  Bruce,  late  governor  of  Prince 
of  Wales's  Island  and  its  dependencies, 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the  fort 
and  town,  aiKl  the  absence  of  colonel 
Norman  Macalister,  second  member 
of  coimcil,  and  next  in  succession  to 
the  office  of  government,  vacant  by 
this  event. 

Public  notice  is  hereby  given,  and  it 
is  proclaimed,  the  powers  of  governor 
of  Prince  of  Wales's,  and  the  ^ommand 
of  the  fort  and  town,  has  necessarily 
devolved  pro-iemporc  on  William  Ed- 
ward Phillips,  esq.  third  member  of 
the  council  j  and  that  the  said  Wm. 
Edward  Phillips,  esq.  has  this  day 
duly  taken  the  prescribed  oaths  and 
seat  accordingly. 

It  is  also  hereby  further  proclaimed, 
that  John  James  Erskine,  esq.  has,  in 
conformity  to  the  provisional  appoint- 
xpent  of  the  honout-able  the  court  of 
directors,  been  called  in  to  the  boards 
and  has  taken  the  prescribed  oatbs  aod 
his  seat  as  a  member  of  council. 

.^11  persons  in  the  civil,  military, 
and  marine  service,  of  the  honoorablft 
East  India  company,  and  all  the  other 
InhabitaDts  gf  JPrioce  of  Wales^  Islandji 
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lipd  its  dependencies,  are  therefore 
hereby  required  and  directed  to  take 
due  notice  thereof,  and  to  obey  the 
s£Md  Williani  Edward  Philips,  e«q. 
as  governor  and  comoiander  in  chief 
accordingly  pro- tempore 

Published  by  command  of  the  ho- 
iK)rable  the  governor  in  council. 

W.  A.  Clubley, 
Act.  Sec.  to  Govt. 

Occurrences  for  January^ 

Jan.  11. — At  a  general  meeting  of 
Ihe  European  inhabitants  of  this  pre- 
sidency, convened  by  the  high  sheriff, 
^  and  held  this  day  at  the  court-house, 
pursuant  to  the  notification  published 
in  the  government  gazette  of  the  5ih 
instant^  for  the  purpose  as  therein  is 
atated,  of  taking  into  consideration, 

"  The  best  mode  of  evincing,  by 
some  public  act,  the  deep. regret  felt 
by  the  settlement,  for  the  loss  it  ^as 
sustained  by  the  death  of  the  late  ho- 
norable Charles  Andrew  Bruce." 

The  sheiiff  haviug  opened  the  meet- 
ing, G.  Gaunter,  esq.  was  elected  to 
preside  as  chairman,  who  then  in  a 
short  and  appropriate  speech,  explain- 
ed the  object  proposed  to  be  accom- 
plished by  this  meeting,  and  nK)v^d 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
agreed  to  by  the  meeting. 

First' resolved,  that  the  British  in- 
habitants who  compose  this  jiieetiug, 
being  fully  sensible  of  the  blessings 
which  they,  with  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  this  island,  enjoyed,  during 
the  period  the  late  honorable  Charles 
Andrew  Bruce  was  at  the  head  of  this 
government  j  whose  conduct  was  mark- 
ed by  honor  and  iiitegrity  towards  his 
honorable  employers,  zeal,  and  solici- 
tude for  the  general  welfare  and  in- 
terests of  the  island  ;  and  by  justice, 
benevolence,  hospitality,  and  a  suavity 
of  manners  to  all : — and  desirous  of 
bearing  testimony  to  his  worth  and 
merit  by  some  tribute  of  public  appro- 
bation^ calculated    to  yerpetoate  the 


same  to  posterity,  do  therefore  propoto 
to  erect  a  maosolenm  over  the  grave 
in  which  his  body  was  interrcvl,  with 
an  appropriate  iti^criptton,  stating  by 
whom,  and  on  what  account,  it  had 
been  erected.  ' 

Second,  resolved,  that  a  subscription 
be  immediately  opened,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  theexpence  of  erect- 
ing the  said  building. 

Third,  resolved,  that  five  persons, 
with  the  chairman,  be  selected  from 
the  present  meeting,  to  act  as  a  com-  \ 
mittee  for  carrying  the  fiist  resolution 
into  effect,  who^  for  that  purpose, 
will  be  authorised  to  receive  such 
sums  as  may  be  subscribed. 

Fourth,  resolved,  that  the  said  coai« 
mittee  shall,  with  all  convenient  dis- 
patch, iijc  upon  a  plan  of  the  building 
intended  to  be  erected,  and  also  to 
draw  out  an  appropriate  inscription  for  . 
a  stone  to  be  placed  thereon,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  submitted  for  the 
approval  of  the  subscribers  at  a  futore 
period. 

Fifth,  resolved,  that  acopy  of  thes9 
resolutions,  accompanied  by  a  respect- 
ful letter  of  condolence,  to  be  signed 
by  the  committee,  be  transmitted  to  the 
honourable  Mrs.  Bruce,  by  the  first 
convenient  opportunity,  and  that  the 
committee,  when  chosen,  be  directed 
to  retire,  and  prepare" a  suitable  letter 
for  that  purpose,  to  be  submitted  to 
this,  meeting  for  approval. 

Sixth,  resolved,  that  the  following 
gentlemen,  with  the  chairman,  form 
the  committee,  viz.  John  Hall,  The* 
mas  Halyburton,  William  ^tuart,  J. 
Dunbar,  and  Thomas  ^f*Gee,  esqrs. 

The  committee  retired,    and   pre- 
pared a  letter  to  die  honourable  Mfs. 
Bruce,  which  was  read  ^nd  submitted  * 
to  the  meeting  by  the  chairman^  and 
met  its  unanim*  us  approbation. 

It  was  then  resolved,  that  (he  thanks 
of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  sheriff, 
for  the  promptitude  with  which  he 
convened  the  meeting;  and  to  the 
chairman,  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair. 
(Signed)   .       Cso.  Gauntsju 
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Govt.  Gazette, — Wednesday  Feb.7, 

1810. 

Head  quarters.  Mount  Lavinia:-  Feb. 

(>th,  1810. 

G.O.  His  majeity  has  been  graci- 
ously pleased  to  make  the  following 
promotions  in  the  royal  artillery. 

1st  lieutenant  Samuel  Rodyerd  to 
be  capiam — Date  4th  March,  1 8O9. 

1st  lieutenant  John  S.  Byers  10  be 
captain — Dale  20lh  June  I8O9. 

Lieutenant-general  Maitland  directs 
the  detachment  of  artillery,  landed 
from  the  coast  under  the  command  of 
captain  Bales,  be  struck  off  all  duty 
on  Wednesday  the  14th  instant,  and 
requests  the  commandant  of  Colombo 
will  forward  on  that  day  towards  them 
the  order  laid  down  towards  the  IQth 
regiment  in  the  concluding  paragraph 
of  the  general  orders  of  the  2d  instant. 

He  is  happy  in  reflecting  that  this 
detachmeni  has  maintained  daring  its 
absence  the  character  which  on  all 
occasions  has  uniformly  attached  to 
that  high  and  respcoiable  branch  of 
his  majesty's  service — nnd  he  requests 
captain  Bates  will  .^i^iiity  to  the  of- 
ficers and  men  lately  under  his  com- 
mand, the  lieutenant-generars  entire 
approbation  of  their  conduct  during 
their  absence,  as  reported  to  him — He 
requests  too  that  captain  Bates  will 
receive  his  personal  acknowledgments 
for  the  zeal  and  propriety  wib  which 
he  has  uniformly  conducted  himself, 
as  well  on  the  present  as  on  a  former 
occasion. 

Lieutenant-general  Maitland  directs 
that  o^piain  Bates  do  imujediately  pro- 
ceed to  1 .  iiicomalee  to  take  the  com- 
;nand  of  ilie  detachment  of  artillery 
\n  that  district. 

By  the  lieiTt. -gen's,  command, 
(Sunned)         HoBT.  Mc'Nab. 

Acting  dep.  adj.  gen. 


Occd'-iz    .ea  for  April, 


Apt.;    > 

"at  L.S.K  h? 


-On  Tuesday  momiDg, 
iiiucomalee  was  launch* 


ed  by  A.  Gibbons,  e«q.  a  fine  new  cut- 
ter, copper-  bottomed,  about  38  toot 
burden,  and  called  the  Admiral  Drury. 
Head  Quarters,  Bentotte, 
April2Uty  1810. 

The  general  court  martial,  oi  which 
lieut.-colonelthe  honorable  P.  Stuart^ 
of  the  19»h  regiment,  was  president^  it 
approved  ot  and  dissolved. 
"CRIME. 

^'  John  Gould,  private  soldier  in  his 
majesty*s  ipth  regiment  of  ihfentry, 
charged  with  the  crime  of  mutiny  in 
the  following  instance,  viz.  For  load- 
ing a  musket  with  ball  cartridge,  and 
on  or  about  the  3l8t  of  March  last,  fir- 
ing it  through  the  window  of  the  room 
in  which  he  was  confined  as  a  prisoner, 
at  Point  de  Galle,  apparently,  with  the 
intention  of  killing  serjeant  Somerset 
of  the  19th  regiment,  and  which  ball 
did  actually  slightly  wound  the  corpo- 
ral of  the  guard,  when  in  the  positive 
execution  of  bis  duty,  and  which  ball 
further  did  seriously  wound  Robert 
Welch,  the  sentry,  under  whose  charge 
the  said  John  Gould  was  then  confined. 
"SENTENCE. 
"The  court  having  duly  considered  the 
acknowledgment  made  by  the  prisoner 
John  Gould,  and  maturely  weighed  the 
evidence  adduced  in  support  of  the 
whole  of  the  charge  exhibited  against 
him,  as  well  as  that  which  he  has  al- 
leged in  his  defence,  is  of  opinion,  that 
he  is  guilty  in  breach  of  the  articles  of 
war,  and  the  court  does  therefore  sen- 
tence him,  the  said  John  Gould,  to 
suffer  death,  in  such  a  manner,  and  at 
such  time  and  place,  as  the  commander 
of  the  forces  may  think  fit.*' 

(Signed)  P.  Stuart, 

Lieut.-col.  19th  regt.  President. 
(Signed)  Robt.  Mc*Nab, 

Dep.  judge  adv. 

I   APPROVE. 

(Signed;  T.  Maitland, 

Lieutenant-general. 
This  is  the  first  instance,  since  lieu- 
tenant-general Maitland   has  assumed 
the  command  of  his  majesty's  troops 
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in  this  iBland,  where  a  BritHh  Euro- 
pean soldier,  belonging  immediately  to 
the  establishment  of  the  island,  has 
been  sentenced  by  a  general  coart  mar- 
tial to  suffer  death. 

He  has  considered  the  whole  of  the 
case,  with  the  most  anxious  attention 
and  solicitude,  with  a  view  to  satisfy 
himself  how  far  any  alleviating  circum- 
stance has  occurred,  that  could  admit 
of  his  either,  with  propiiety,  mitigat- 
ing the  punishment,  or  pardoning  this 
unfortunate  man.  But  he  is  sorry  to 
•ay,  that  on  a  thorough  review  of  the 
whole  of  the  subject,  and  every  point 
connected  with  it,  he  feels  it  a  painful 
but  bounden  duty  he  owes  to  his  sove- 
reign and  the  service,  to  which  he  has 
the  honor  to  belong,  to  direct  the  sen- 
tence to  be  carried  into  effect,  between 
the  hours  of  six  and  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing of  Monday,  the  23d  instant,  under 
orders  transmitted  to  the  commandant 
of  Colombo  to  that  effect. 

Lieutenant-general  Maitland  further 
directs,  that  James  Elliott,  private  in 
his  majesty's  Ic^th  regiment,  now  in 
confinement,  and  who,  there  is  the 
strongest  reason  to  believe,  was  a  party 
to  the  above  transaction,  though  it  was 
iropossiWe,  lo  procure  sufficient  legal 
evidence  to'  convict  him,  be  kept  in 
close  confinement,  till  there  is  a  fitting 
opportunity  to  send  him  off  this  island, 
"with  those  marks  of  infamy  and  dis- 
grace, which  naturally  attach  to  his 
character  and  conduct. 

By  the  lieutenant-general's  com- 
mand. 

(Signed.)        Robt.  Mc'Nab, 

Acting  dep.  adj. -general. 
Government  Advertisement. 

May  9th.  —  Whereas  the  various 
abases  which  have  recently  taken  place 
within  the  fort  of  Colombo,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  total  relaxation  of  the 
wise  measures  adopted  under  the  late 
Dutch  government  for  the  due  main- 
tenance of  a  well  regulated  and  effi- 
cient police,  render  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary on  the  part  of  his  excellency 
the  governor  to  establish,  a  legislative 
regulation  upon  this  subject,  and 
whereas  antcedent  to  such  regulation 
being  completed,  it  it  essential  that  re- 
gular registers  should  be  established  with 


a  view  to  ascertain  thennmber  and  de« 
scription  of  persons  inhabiting  the  said 
fort,  Public  notice  is  hereby  given,  that 
books  of  registry  will  be  opened  at 
the  town-major's  office  on  Monday 
next,  the  14th  instant,  and  Continue 
open  daily  betwi?en  the  hours  of  tea 
and  two,  till  the  Monday  ensuing, 
before  which  period  all  persons,  whe- 
ther householders  or  renters  of  houses, 
are  ordered  and  commanded  to  register 
themselves,  their  families,  servants, 
lodgers,  and  inmates,  of  every  descrip- 
tion, in  form  and  manner  laid  down  by 
government  in  the  said  books  of  regis- 
try— under  pam  of  forfeiting  the  pe- 
nalty which  will  hereafter  be  laid  d  wn 
for  the  evasion  of  any  of  the  enact- 
ments of  the  said  legislative  regulation. 

In  the  same  view  the  town-majcv 
will  forthwith  direct  that  all  houses 
in  the  fort,  in  all  the  diflferent  streets 
and  lanes,  be  numbered  in  chalk,  and 
the  proprietors  or  renters  thereof  are 
directed,  before  Monday  next,  to  have 
the  said  number  painted  and  put  upon 
their  different  houses,  in  form  and 
plaee  laid  down  ip  a  memorandum 
now  lef^  open  for  public  inspection 
at  the  said  town  major's  office. 

Colombo,  May  gth,  1810. 
By  his  excellency's  Command, 
(Signed)         Thomas  Edbit. 

Dep.  sec.  to  govt. 

Head  quarters,  Galle,  23d  Novemler, 
1810. 
G.  O.  Lieutenant  -  general  Maitland 
has  been  pleased  to  make  the  follow- 
ing appointment  until  his  majesty's 
pleasure  be  known. 

Staff. 
Colonel  John   Wilson,  of  the  4th 
Ceylon  regiment,  to  be  brigadier-ge- 
neral for  Ceylon  only. 

By  the  lieut.-gen.'s  command, 
(Signed)     Clemt.  M.  £d wards, 

Dep.  adj.  gen. 
Head  Quarters,  Mount  Lavinia,  Nov, 
2Qth,  1810. 
G;  O.  Lieutenant-general  Maitland 
requests  that  the  commander  of  Co- 
lombo will  give  directions  that  the 
royal  standard  be  hoisted  at  nine 
o'clock  to  morrow,  and  a  royal  salute 
firedj   on   his  majesty's   cominissiop 
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appointing  brigadier-general  Wils^in. 
under  circamstances  therein  stated, 
to  be  lieuteDant-governor  cf  hi>  ma- 
^esty^s  possessions  in  the  island  of 
Ceylon,  being  read  and  recorded  in 
}iis  Majesty!*  counciL 

He  will  further  be  pleased  to  direct 
the  usual  salute  to  be  fired  on  brigadier- 
general  Wilson  being  sworn  of  his 
majesty *s  couucil^  and  taking  his  seat 
at  the  board. 

By  the  lieut-gen/s  conomand. 
In  the  absence  of  the  dep.  adj.  general, 
(Signed)         Robt.  Mc'-Nab 

Military  secretary. 

At  a  council  l^eld  at  Colombo  this 
twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  1810, 

Present, 

IflS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERKOR. 

The  hom.  the  chief  justice. 
The  HON.  John  Rodney. 
Alexander  Wood,  Ei.a. 
Robert  Boyd,  Esa. 
J{Jinuie  by  his  (xcellcnaj  the  governor. 

His  excellency  the  governor  deems 
it  fitting  and  expedient  to  communi- 
cate to  the  civil  servants  of  this  esta- 
blishment, that  he  has  been  under  the 
painful  necessity,  after  c^  nsulting  with 
his  medical  advisers,  of  coming  to 
the  determination  of  proceeding  to 
•ea,  by  the  first  convenient  op[)or- 
tnnity,  to  try  the  effects  of  a  long 
▼oyage,  'with  a  view  to  the  recovery 
of  his  health. 

This  necessity  would,  under  any 
other  circumstances,  have  been  a  mat- 
ter of  deep  regret  to  him  both  as  a 
public  and  a  pnvate  man,  but  he  had 
no  choice  left,  when  he  had  ascertained 
that  he  neither  could  administer  th^ 
government  confided  to  his  charge  by 
his  sovereign,  with  further  advantage 
to  the  crown,  or  of  comfort  to  iiimscif, 
from  the  unfortiii»ale  stateof  his  health, 
rxrept  that  of  determining  to  try  the 
ht'fiefit  to  be  derived  from  the  above 
e.^periment. 

The  dispatchers,  however,  his  excel- 
lency has  received  by  .the  Batavia, 
have  set  his  mind  perfectly  at  rest  on 
the  only  point  on  which  he  had  any 
strong  feeling,  and  the  nomination  by 
his  gracious  sovereign  of  brigadier- 
general  WilsoQ  to  succeed  him  in 
ibe  government  of  this  islandj  daring 


his  absetice,  l^as  at  once  conmcecf 
him  su6h  absence  will  be  attended  with 
DO  public  loss,  and  \^ith  but  little  pub- 
lic inconveoieuce. 

That  distinguished  and  valuable  of- 
ficer is  QQt  only  perfectly  and  inti- 
mately acquainted,  from  his  late  mis- 
sion to.Euglaod,  with  the  views  of  his 
majesty's  late  government  in  regard 
to  this  island,  but  be  is  also  perfectly 
aware  of  all  his  excellency *s  objects 
and  plans  in  respect  to  it,  and  is  so 
thoroughly  himself  acquainted  wilb» 
and  knowu  by,  the  individuals  forming 
his  majesty's  establishment  here,  that 
his  excellency  cannot  entertain  a  doubt> 
s^i  the  same  time  the  government  is 
carried  on  with  energy  and  efficiency, 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  public  interests, 
it  will  be  equally  attended  with  the 
benefit  of  that  general  tranquillity, 
harmony,  and  good  understanding, 
which  can  alone  secure  the  interests 
of  the  crown,  and  the  comfort  of 
th^  itidividuals  conducting  the  difTe- 
ren|  departments  under  government. 

The  brigadier-general's  commission, 
under  the  sign-manual,  his  excellency 
has  directed,  shbuld  this  day  be  pro* 
mulgaied  by  proclamation  for  general 
information,  and  he  lias  furthqr  only  tq 
add,  that,  though  his  resolution  was 
taken  antecedent  to  the  arrivals  of 
those  instructions,  yet  be  is  now  acting 
under  the  distinct  and  most  gracious 
orders  of  his  majesty,  who  has  been 
pleased  to  grant  him  specific  permission 
to  absent  himself  from  his  govern- 
ment, for  the  space  of  one  twelve-? 
month,  to  proceed  to  sea,  in  the  event 
of  its  being  requisite,  for  4he  recovery 
or  benefit  of  his  health. 

This  day,  brigadier-generaj  Wilson 
was,  by  his  excllenc/s  command, 
sworn  of  his  majesty's  pouncil  on  this 
island,  and  took  his  seat  at  the  boani 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  council. 

(Signed)  James  Gay, 

Act.  Sec.  to  the  council. 

By  his  excellency's  command, 
^Signed)  J.  Rodney, 

Chief  Sec.  to  govt 
Proclamation. 
By  his  excellency  the  right  honquralU 

'gliomas  Maitland,  lUutenant-gen^* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHINA  OCCURRENCES  FOR  1810. 


15S 


mZ,  gofvemor,    and   commander -in'' 
chief  in  and  over  the  British  settle- 
tnents  in  the  inland  of  Ceylon,  and 
the  dependenries  thereof,   and  t'ite- 
admiral  of  the  same. 
His  excellency  the  governor  iu  counr 
cil  directs  llie  following  commission, 
under  bis  mnjesty's  sign  manual,  to   be 
published  and  promulgated  for  the  in- 
formation of  all  persons  concerned. 
GEOriGr.R. 
George  llie  thiid,  by  the  grice  of 
God,  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Gre  it 
Briiaio    and  Ireland,  king,   defender 
of  the  faith. 

To  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  John 
Wilson,  Esq.  we,  reposing  especial 
trust  and  confidence  m  your  loyalty 
and  ability,  do  by  these  presenis  consti- 
tute and  appoint  }ou  lo  he  lieutenant- 
govemor  of  our  seit  enients  in  the 
island  of  Ceylon,  in  the  Indian  seas, 
io  case  of  the  death,  or  duripg  the  ab- 
sence only  from  the  said  island  of  our 
right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Thomas 
Maitland,  Esq.  pur  present  governor 
thereof,  to  have,  hold,  exercise,  and 
enjoy  the  said  place  and  office,  in  ca«e  of 
the  death,  or  during  such  absence  of 
the  said  governor,  with  all  rights,  pri- 
vileges, profits,  perquisites  and  advan- 
tages to  the  same  belonging  or  apper- 
taining, and  further  in  case  of  the 
deap)>  or  during  the  absence  only  of 


the  said  governor  of  our  said  settle* 
ments  in  the  island  of  Ceylon.  W# 
do  hereby  authorize  and  require  you  to 
exercise  and  perform  all  and  singular 
the  powers  and  directions  contained  ia 
our  commission  to  the  said  Thomat 
Maitland  as  governor  ?ind  comoaander- 
in-chief  of  our  said  settlements,  and  ta 
execute  such  orders  and  instructions  af 
have  been  issued  by  us  to  our  said  go- 
yernor>  and  such  further  directions  at 
you  shall  hereatler  receive  from  us ;  and 
we  do  het'eby  command  all  and  singular 
our  officers,  ministers,  and  loving  sub- 
jects in  our  said  settlements,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern,  to  take 
due  notice  hereof,  and  to  give  their 
ready  obedience  accordingly. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James's,  th« 
fifth  day  of  June,  1810,  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  majesty's  command, 

(Signed)  Livbrpool. 

John  Wilson,  Esq.  lieutenant-gover- 
vernor  of  the  settlements  in  the  island 
of  Ceylon,  in  case  of  the  death,  or 
during  the  absence  of  (he  governor 
only. 

By  order  of  the  coancil. 
(Signed)  J.  Gay, 

Act.  ^ec.  to  the  cotmciL 

By  his  excellency 's.command, 
(Signed)  J.  RoDMEY, 

Chief  Sec.  to  govt; 


China  Occurrences  for  1810. 


In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  of 
the  19th  January,  while  the  ship  Olivia 
was  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Macao 
Heads,  there  had  been  two  compra- 
dore  boats,  with  fruit,  vegetables,  &c. 
alongside,  rhe  whole  of  which  being 
purchased  they  returned  to  the  shore. 
At  noon,  three  boats  of  the  same  de- 
scription were  observed  standing  to- 
wards the  vessel,  with  a  light  air:— at  this 
time  the  people  on  board  were  all  em- 
ployed shifting  cargo,  and  trimming 
ship  betweerv  decks,  a  sentinel  and 
a  seacunnie  only  remaining  on  deck. 
When  the  boats  were  within  a  quarter  of 
•  mile  distance,  captain  Stewart  happen- 
ed lackiljr  to  goondeck^  having;  QOStt«« 


picion  of  their  being  Ladrones.  Shortly 
after,  the  nearest  boat  commex^ced 
pulling,  at  least  from  20  to  30  oars» 
directly  for  the  Olivia.  Captain  Stew-i* 
mi  then  was  alarmed,  and  ordered 
his  people  to  their  quarters :  those  in 
the  boat,  on  seeing  this  lay  upon  their 
oars,  and  hailed  the  ship  to  know  if 
she  wanted  a  compradore.  At  this  tim* 
it  was  plainly  perceived  she  was  ftiU 
of  armed  men  ;  however  observing 
that  the  crew  were  on  their  guard, 
and  being  informed  they  would  not 
be  permitted  to  appfoach  the  ship, 
rowed  once  round  her^  at  the  distance 
of  a  cable's  length,  taking  particular 
fiotice  of  tbe  guos,  which  wore  ke- 
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to  bear  upon  tbem,  as  well  as  they 
could  be  directed  :  one  man  in  the 
boat  had  apparently  a  new  spy-glassj 
with  which  he  seemed  to  vi^w  the 
ship  minutely.  Three  junks  were 
now  seen  standing  out  of  theTypa, 
after  whom  the  boats  gave  chase ; 
and  in  the  course  of  an  hour,  at  the 
distance  of  a  league  from  the  Olivia, 
after  a  smart  action,  captured  them  j 
they  then  stood  away  with  their  prizes 
to  the  eastward,  as  was  supposed,  to 
join  their  consorts,  thirteen  sail  of 
which  were  then  in  sight  in  the  N. 
E.  quarter, 

Macao,  April  iUh,  1810. 

There  is  'not,  at  this  moment,  a 
single  vessel  of  any  description  at 
Whampoa  ;—  a  circumstance  which 
has  not  occurred  before  for  many  years. 
It  would  be  fortunate,  should  there 
be  no  arrivals  for  three  or  four  months 
to  come  5  as,  in  that  case  the  stock  of 
dpitlm  and  cotton  now  on  hand  would 
be  sold.  By  constant  arrivals,  our 
market  is  kept  fluctuating,  and  the 
Chinese  have  less  confidence  in  their 
purchasers. 

Opium  has  declined  to  from  1060 
to  1000  dollars  per  chest. 

A  proclamation  has  been  issued  at 
Canton,  commanding  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  to  import  rice  into  the  Chinese 
•nApire.  Copies  of  this  proclamation 
have  been  sent  round  to  Bengal.  It 
establishes   certain    regulations    with 


respect  to  the  delivery,  and  specifies 
the  price  which  the  importers  naay 
expect  to  receive  5  but  it  does  not 
guarantee  that  price. 

The  terms,  on  which  the  late  ar- 
rangement with  two  of  the  principal 
Ladrone  chieftains  had  been  concluded, 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  remarkably 
hoBourable  to  the  celestial  dynasty,  nor 
very  well  calculated  to  secure  the 
permanent  tranquillity  of  the  empire. 
Both  squadrons  had  indeed  been  os- 
tensibly surrendered  to  the  government 
of  Canton  j — but  it  was  stipulated, 
again,  that  the  Ladrones  should  not  be 
dispossessed  of  their  vessels,  but  that 
their  commander.  Coke  Fo  Foy,  should 
become  forthwith  the  admiral  in  chief 
of  the  Chinese  fleets,  and  should 
direct  their  operations  against  the  other 
Ladrones,  who  still  persevered  in  re- 
bellion. 

In  consequence  of  the  alarm  excited, 
by  the  great  strength,  and  the  grow- 
ing spirit  of  enlerprize,  displayed  by 
the  Ladrones  previous  to  this  adjust- 
ment, it  appears,  that  the  Portuguese 
government  at  Macao  had  become 
doubtful  of  their  own  security,  and 
had  applied  for  a  reinforcement  of 
troops  to  their  neighbours  at  Ma- 
nilla. A  Spanish  detachment  was 
embarked  accordingly,  and  arrived 
at  Macao  in  the  Portuguese  ship  Diana^ 
on  the  10th  of  March. 
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General  Orders,  by  his  Excellency  the  Vice- 
President  in  Council. 

Fort  William,  Jan.  2,  1810. 
The  vice-president  in  council,  havings 
observed  that  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  regulation  III.  1809,  published  in  gene- 
ral orders  of  the  8th  of  July,  1809,  have, 
in  some  instances,  been  misunderstood ;  his 
excellency  in  council  deems  it  proper  to 
declare,  that  the  powers  vested  in  command- 
ing officers  of  military  cantonments  by  the 
provisions  of  that  regulation,  are  confined 
to  matters  of  police,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  public  peace,  and  the 
apprehension  of  persons  commitcingcriminat 
onences ;  and  that  it  was  not  intended  by 
the  regulation  in  question,  to  invest  the 
commanding  officers  with  any  power  or 
amhonty  in  civil  cases,  that  is,  the  right  to 
land,  houses,  or  personal  property  of  any 
description  in  the  cantonments;  nor  to 
make  the  slightest  deviation  in  the  system, 
already  established  for  the  collection  of  any 
authorized  rents,  taxes,  or  duties,  by  (he 
collectors  of  the  laud  revenue  or  customs. 
J.  Adam, 
>'cc.  to  govt.  mil.  dept. 
General  Orders,  by  his  Excellency  the  Vice- 
President  in  Council 

Fort  William,  Jan.  2,  1810. 
The  vice-president  in  council  is  pleased  to 
direct,  that  in  addition  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  established  by  government,  un- 
der date  the  15th  August,  1805,  (or  victual- 
ing, and  for  preserving  the  health,  disci- 
pline, and  efficiency  of  European  aud 
native  troops,  embaiking  from  this  pre»i- 
dency;  the  following  regulations  shall  have 
effect  from  the  lit  instant : 

1.  That  whenever  any  embarkation  of 
European  or  native  troops  shall  be  ordered 
from  this  presidency,  the  marine  board  be 
required,  under  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment, on  receiving  a  report  of  the  num- 
bers, cast,  &c.  intended  for  embarkation, 
to  make  an  allotment  of  the  troops  and 
followers  to  a  ship  or  ships ;  which  having 
done,  the  marine  board  is  then  to  allot 
specifically,  by  instructions  to  the  ca^)tain  or 
master  of  each  ship  or  vessel,  the  situation 
and  space  wkich  i%  to  be  assigned  for  the 


use  of  the  troops,  on  their  ships  or  Tesscls 
respeaively. 

2.  That  a  copy  of  those  directions  and 
arrangements,  on  being  received  by  govern- 
ment, be  forwarded  from  the  military  de- 
partment to  the  commander-in-chief,  or  in 
his  absence  to  the  officer  commanding  at 
the  presidency  station,  who  will  cause 
copies  of  the  distribution  and  allotment  of 
accommodation,  to  be  furnished  to  the 
senior  military^  officer,  proceeding  on  the 
ship  or  ships  respectively. 
•  3.  On  the  troops  proceeding  to  embark* 
they  arc  to  be  accompanied  by  a  staff  officer 
from  the  presidency,  SUch  staff  officer  as 
can  best  be  spared  at  the  lime,  being  selected 
for  this  special  service.  It  will  be  the  duty 
of  the  htafF  officer  to  visit  personally^  every 
ship  on  whicii  the  troops  may  be  embarked^ 
and  to  see  the  accommodation  occupied  by 
the  troops  according  to  the  distribution 
which  shall  have  been  previously  made 
under  the  authority  of  government,  with 
copies  of  which  he  is  to  be  furnished  to 
remain  at  the  place  of  anchorage  until  the 
ship  or  ships  shall  be  finally  dispatched; 
and  to  collect  written  reports  from  the 
senior  military  officer  on  each  ship,  stating 
the  accommodation  aud  arrangement  made 
on  board  of  each,  for  the  births,  and  cook- 
ing places  of  the  troops. 

4.  From  these  reports  and  his  own  per- 
sonal inspection,  a  general  report  is  to  be 
submitted  on  his  return  to  Calcutta,  through 
the  officer  comniiinding  at  the  presidency, 
for  the  information  of  the  commander-in- 
chief  and  of  government. 

5.  The  reports  by  the  senior  military 
officers  on  ships  respectively,  are  abo  to 
detail  generally,  the  description  and  quan- 
titles  of  provisions  and  of  water  actually 
on  board  each  ship  for  the  use  of  the  troops ; 
and  the  situation  in  which  these  articles 
have  been  stowed;  a  direction  on  which 
head  is  also  to  form  part  of  the  instruc- 
tions to  be  furnished  to  captains  or  masters 
of  ships  by  the  marine  board. 

These  rules  are  to  be  invariably  attended 
to,  and  carjied  into  effect  on  every  occasion 
of  the  embarkation  of  troops,  European 
or  native^  from  this  presidency,  however 
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limited  may  be   tke   numlMU'    of    trbops 
•rderedto  embark. 

J  Adam, 
Sec,  to  govt.  mil.  dept. 
Fort  William,  Feb.  20, 1810. 
HU  excellency  the  vice>presideot  in  coun- 
ftl,  is  pleated  to  determine,  that  twenty-five 
elephants,  and  eightv-two  cameU,  be  im- 
mediately added  to  the    present   establish- 
ment of   army  cattle,   to  provide   for  the 
public  service  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
general  staff,   and  the  augmented  corps  of 
horse  artiMery,  agreeably  to  the  following 
calculation,  viz. 

•      EI.EPHANT^. 
Required  for  the  revised  proportion 
of  camp  equipage  for  the  commander. 

in^chiefy  .nd  general  staff, ^ 40 

Ditto  for  the  corps  of  horse  artillery,  12 

Deduct,  allowed  in  the  present  pro* 

]K)rtion  for  the  former, 25 

Ditto  for  the  latter^ 2 

27 

Addition, 25 

CAMELS. 

Required  for  the  revised  proportion 
•f  camp  equipage  for  the  commander, 
in-chief,  and  general  staff,  (for  which 
no  camels  are  allowed  in  the  existing 
proportion.) 80 

Deduct  for  the  carriages  for  mx  paals, 
ftwo  per  troop)  for  the  gun  lascars  of 
Dorsc  artillery, .* 2 

Addition, 82 

J.  Adam, 
Sec.  to  govt.  mil.  dept. 
Fort  William,  Dec.  29,  1810. 
The  honourable  the  court  of  directors 
having  directed  this  government  to  regulate 
its  proceedings  in  cases  of  application  for 
admission  to  the  benefits  of  lord  Clive's  fund, 
by  the  orders  contained  in  the  following 
paragraphs  of  a  letter  from  the  honourable 
court  to  the  governor  in  council  of  fort  St, 
George,  dated  7th  September,  1808  v  those 
paragraphs  are  published  for  general  infor- 
mation, and  hi^  lordship  in  council  notifies, 
that  no  claim  to  the  benefit  of  the  fund  will 
be  admitted  hereafter,  except  under  the 
conditions  specified  in  those  orders, 

112.  •«  The  reference  you  have  made  fo 
Us  upon  this  point,  requires  that  we  should 
advert  to  the  general  design  and  present 
state  of  lord  Clive's  fund. 

113.  **  From  the  whole  tenor  and  scope 
•f  the  deed  entered  into  between  the  com- 
pany and  bis  lordship  in  the  year  1770,  it 
appears  that  the  benefit  of  the  fund  was 
fs tended  f0l«ly  for  European  oti^cen  and 


soldiers,  and  their  widows,  resident  in  Oreaf 
Britain  or  Ireland.  The  company  are  there- 
fore not  warranted  to  admit  any  persons 
rehident  in  India,  as  pcnMoners  on  that 
fund." 

114  "  Moreover,  the .  admissions  to  the  ' 
benefit  of  the  fund  in  Eng'and,  have  become 
gradually  far  more  numerous  than  the 
income  of  the  fund  can  provide  for.  and 
the  company  are  therefore  suhjeaed  to  a 
large  annual  disbursement  out  of  their  own 
assets,  for  completing  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions granted  upon  lord  Clive  s  fund.  Hence 
it  fo'lows,  that  whatever  payments  have 
been  made  in  India,  to  disabled  soldiers  ot 
their  widows,  have,  iia  fact,  been  from  the 
bounty  of  the  company  thenueWes,  and  not 
at  the  expense  of  the  fund.  And  as  there  is 
no  prospect  that  the  fund  will  ever  become 
adequate  to  the  English  charge  now  upon 
it,  the  question  to  be  considered  properly, 
is,  whether  the  company  themselves  shaH 
pension  invalid  soldiers  and  their  wives,  in 
India,  upon  the  same  conditions  as  the  deed 
establishing  lord  Clive*s  fubd,  has  required. 
And  we  have  no  heiiitation  to  determine 
this  question  in  the  negative ;  we  mean  not 
to  say  that  an  invalid  European  shall  in 
no  case  receive  any  support  from  the  com- 
pany in  India,  but  that  we  cannot  form  a 
general  system,  or  establishment,  like  that  et 
lord  Clive's  fund,  as  a  provision  for  Euro- 
pean invalids  or  their  wives  in  India.  And 
we  must  desire  that  thib  explanation  may 
regulate  your  future  conduct  in  relation  to  _ 
the  present  subject." 

115.  **  If  the  question  had  been  merely 
whether  the  native  widows  of  European 
soldiers  should  lenefit  by  the  fund  as  well 
as  European  widows,  we  should  have,  from 
the  general  reason  for  forming  such  an  esta- 
blishment, answered  in  the  affirmative;  but 
even  then,  the  extcusion  of  such  an  allow-, 
ance  to  all  native  widows,  would  have  car- 
ried the  application  of  the  principle  to  a 
fiegree  that  would  liave  required  farther 
considcr.ition  ;  but  our  present  determina- 
tion upon  the  subject  generally  supercedes 
this  subordinate  question.** 

J.  AOAM, 

Sec.  to  govt.  mil.  dcpt. 
Fort  William,  Jan.  19,  1811. 

The  right  honourable  the  governor-gene- 
ral in  council  is  pleased  to  direct,  that  the 
following  paragraph  of  a  general  letter  from 
the  honourable  tlie  court  of  directors,  dated 
the  31st  of  August,  1810,  and  of  the  addi- 
tional articles  of  war  therein  referred  t0« 
be  published  in  general  orders. 

Par.  2.  An  act  of  parliament  having 
been  passed  in  the  last  session,  authorizing 
and  directing,  that  at  all  courts  martial,  the 
members  should  be  sworn,  and  the  witnesses 
examined  upon  oath;  and  his  majesty  hav- 
ing been  pleased,^ under  the  authority  con- 
veyed by  that  act,  to  frame  additional  ard- 
cUt  of  war,  for  the  better  government  of 
Our  forcosi  wt  traasmit  ia  the  padtet  9* 
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«otTVct  copy  of  the  »aid  articles  for  your 
information  and  guidance. 
.        ,  G.  R, 

Additional  articles  of  war,  for  the  better 
government  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in 
the  service  of  the  united  company  of  mer- 
chants of  England,  trading  to  the  East 
Indies, 

Section  12. 
Administration  of  Justice. 
Art.  lit.    President  of  courts  martial, 
other  than  general  courts  martial,  to  admi- 
nister oaths  to  members. 

In  all  trials  by  any  courts  martial,  (other 
than  general  courts  martial)  the  person 
appointed  to  be  president  thereof,  shall 
administer  to  each  of  the  other  members 
thereof,  the  following  oaths  : 

Oaths. — **  You  shall  well  and  truly  try 
and  determine  according  to  your  evidence, 
the  matter  now  before  you. — so  help  you 
God.'* 

I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  I  will  du'y  admi-* 
nister  justice  according  to  the  ruies  and 
articles  for  the  better  government  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
united  company  of  merchants  of  England, 
trading  to  the  East  Indies,  and  according  to 
aa  act  of  parliament  now  in  force  for  the 
punishnient  of  mutiny  and  desertion  of 
officers  and  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
united  company  of  merchants  of  England 
trading;  to  the^ast  Indies,  or  at  the  island  of 
St. Helena,  without  partiality,favour,or  alFec- 
tion ;  and  if  any  doubt  shall  ^rise  which  is 
not  explained  by  the  said  articles  or  act  of 
parliament,  according  to  my  conscience,  the 
best  of  my  understandiug,  and  the  custom 
of  war  in  like  cases,  '*  so  help  me  God  ;'* 
and  as  soon  as  the  said  oaths  shall  have  been 
administered  by  the  president  to  the  other 
members,  (appointment  of  president)  any 
one  of  the  ^aid  members  shall  arlmioister 
the  said  oaths  to  the  president,  an>l  the  pre- 
sident of  every  court  martial,  other  than  a 
l^eneral  court  martial,  foot  being  under  the 
rank  of  a  captain)  shall  be  appointed  l>y 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment, 
detachment,  or  brigade,  or  the  governor  or 
commander  of  the  garrison,  fort,  castle,  or 
barrack,  directing  such  court  martial. 
A%T.  30. — Evidence  to  be  given  on  oath. 
All  fttfaons  who  give  evidence  before 
any  general  or  other  court  martial,  are  to 
he  exAAiined  upon  oath. 

(Signed)  G.  R. 

J.  AOAM, 

Sec.  to  govt.  mil.  dept. 
The  right  honourable  the  governor-general 
in  council  having  been  pleased  to  establish  a 
general  tariff  for  all  indigo,  at  ihc  rate  of 
pagodas  two  hundred  and  (bur  Janams  tMrenty- 
six,  and  cash  fifteen  204  «?15  per  candy  ; 
and  to  resolve  and  direct,  that  a  duty  of  five 
jjcr  cent,  be  levied  on  the  transit,  or  cxporta- 
ttoo,  of  that  articles  according  to  the  above 
f^loatioQj  noUM  19  htt«by  giveoy  ih«i  theie 


resolutions  will  be  carried  into  effect  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  the  ensuing  month. 

By  order  of  the  president  and  members  of" 
the  board  of  trade. 

J.  GWATKIN, 
Fort  St.  George,  Acting  sec, 

April  17,  t8io. 

Fort  St.  George,  April  2!,  1810. 
The  riRhihonoui  able  iho  governor-general 
in  council,  wiih  a  view  10  improve  the  pre- 
sent mode  of  medical  ticattncntof  horses  in, 
the  cavalry  on  this  cstablishmcnr,  is  plcasecf 
to  direct,  that  an  institution,  to  be  denomi- 
nated the  Mudias  Veterinary  Establishraenr, 
shall  be  formed  at  the  prciidency,  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  his  excellcncv  the 
cotnmandcr-in-chicf,  for  the  pbrposf^  of  edu- 
cating and  insttuc'ing,  in  the  veterinary  art, 
a  number  of  boys,  not  exceeding  48,  who 
will  ultim^trly  be  posted  to  regiments  of 
cavalry,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  European 
farrit-rs. 

The  right  honourabh  the  governor-general 
in  council  is  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Joseph 
Errntt  to  be  a  vetrrinaxy  surgeon  upon  this 
establi^limcnt,  on  the  paV  of  45  star  pa;;odat 
per  month,  and  the-  half  betta,  and  other 
allowances  of  a  cornel  of  cav^-^1^y,  from  this 
date,  to  appoint  hun  to  the  medical  charge  of 
the  honourable  the;  governor's  body-guard» 
and  the  superintendancc  of  the  Madr^  Vcic- 
rinnrv  E^fablishment, 

The  bnvs  to  be  educated  at  the  Madras  Ve- 
tertoary  Establishment  arc  to  be  enlisted  lor 
the  service  of  the  cavalry,  and  his  excellency 
the  commandcr-in-chiet  is  requested  to  give 
the  necessary  orders  for  bringing  them  upon 
the  effective  strength  ofcorpi ;  but  they  must- 
be  rcmrned  "  absent  on  command  attached  to , 
the  Madras  Veterinary  Establishment;"  and 
when  coips  are  complete  to  thctr  establish- 
ments, they  arc  to  be  returned  as  supernume- 
larits. 

The  pay  of  the  troopers,  after  deducuiig 
the  amount  for  thi-ir  nv-s^  and  washing,  will 
be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  their 
establishment  of  neccisnics,  and  one  jacket 
and  watering-cap  will  be  issued,  annually,  in 
advance  to  each,  in  lieu  of  the  regular  cloth- 
ing. 

The  ri^ht  honourable  the  governor-general 
in  council  is  also  plea.td  to  auihoiise  the 
supcrintcndant  to  draw  two  pagodas  per 
month,  for  each  of  the  troopers  attached  to 
the  institution,  to  defray  the  cxpcnce  of  lod- 
p'l'fT,  and  for  providing  tools,  insirumenis, 
a:>    ail  &CS. 

HJs  excellency  the  commander  in  chief  it 
requested  to  give  such  instructions  »%  he  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  carry  irig 
these  arrangements  into  effect,  and  for  recruit- 
ing the  establishment  from  the  Military  Male 
Asylum,  and  the  Charity-school,  as  far  as 
those  institutions  can  supply  the  number  of 
boys  required,  or  from  such  sources  as  he 
may  deem  most  advisable,  in  the  event  of 
those  institutions  not  fiiraisbing  t^e  xeqws^ 
number  of  ^oys«' 
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^  Mr.  Erratt  is  authorised  to  draw  the  usual 
medical  allowances  for  the  horses  of  the  ho- 
nourable the  governor's  body-guard,  as  esta- 
blished in  govcrumeni  orders  of-  !9ih  June, 
1807,  and  to  receive  from  the  medical  stores, 
on  monthly  indent  for  payment,  a  supply  of 
European  medicines,  not  exceedmg  the 
amount  of  12  star  pagodas  per  month. 

With  a  view,  also,  to  render  the/Veteri- 
nary Esiablishmetii  of  as  much  public  utility 
as  possible,  the  right  honourable'  the  gover- 
nor-geneial  is  pleased  to  authorise  Mr.  Eriatt 
to  establish,  at  his  own  expense,  an  infirmary 
for  horses,  and  to  employ  the  troopers  ©f 
the  Veterinary  Establishment  in  the  duties 
of  it. 

The  right  honourable  the  governor-general 
in  council  requests  bis  excellency  the  com- 
mander-in-chief will  give  the  necessary  orders 
for  carrying  the  objects  of  this  institution  into 
effect,  fromlhe  isi  of  April,  1810. 

Madras,  Oct.  9,  1810. 

The  honourable  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil is  pleased  to  di  reef  that,  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  young  officers,  and  the  gentlemen 
cadets,  to  study  the  Ilindostaoec  language,  a 


competent  knowledge  of  which  is  considered 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  discharge,  in  a 
proper  manner,  the  military  duties  expected 
of  them  in  the  course  of  their  service,  an 
honorary  reward  of  pagodas  500  shall  in 
future  be  given  to  each  wl^o  shall  be  founil» 
on  due  examination,  to  have  made  himself 
master  in  that  language.  All  the  cadets  of 
the  honourable  company's  army,  orf  this 
establishment,  who  have  arrived .  at  Madras 
since  the  isr  Mly,  1809,  will  accordingly  be 
considered  eligible  to  benefit  bv  the  advantage 
intended  to  be  established  by  tnis  order;  but 
no  officer  or  cadet  shall  benefit  by  it,  who  has 
iK>t  passed  the  necessary  examination  within 
the  period  of  three  years  after  hit  arrival. 

When,  therefore,  officers  or  cadets,  who 
conceive  that  they  have  acquired  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  Hindostanee,  are  desirous 
of  being  examined,  they  will  offer  themselves 
through  whatever  channel  his  excellency  the 
command" r-in-chief  may  be  pleased  to  direct; 
and  the  honourable  ike  governor  in  couoctl 
will  adopt  such  measures  for  the  examioation 
of  them,  as  may  appear  to  be  expedient. 


CIVIL  APPOINTMENTS 


BENGAL. 


January. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Oark,  register  of  the  Zillah 
court  at  Beerbhoom, 

Mr.  J.  Eyre,  register  at  Sylhet. 

Mr.  C.  Dawes,  register  at  Miduapore. 

Mr.  N.  M*Leod,  register  of  the  provincial 
courts  of  appeal,  and  circuit  for  Patna. 

Mr.  E.  Barnet,  assistant  to  the  collector  of 
Moorshedabad. 

Mr.  J.  Fumeaux,  assistant  to  the  magistrate 
of  Hoogly, 

Mr.  J.  Lyons.  Ist  assistant  to  the  magistrate 
of  the  24  Pergunnahs. 

Mr.  R.  Morieson,  assistant  to  the  magis- 
trate of  Jaunpore. 

Mr  W.  Forrester,  assistant  to  "the  magis- 
trate of  Barei'ly. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Harding,  assistant  to  the  magis* 
trate  at  Nuddeah. 

Mr  H.  Robertson,  assistant  to  the  magis- 
trate of  Jessore 

Mr.  h  Mnckcnzle,  assistant  register  of  the 
coiiTi,  M  'Judder  Dewawiy,  aud  Niaamut 
A'ia>vlut, 


Mr.  H.  Sotheby,  assistant  in  the  office  of  the 

register  of  the  courts  of  Sudder  Dewanny , 

and  Nizamut  Adawlut. 
Mr.  F.  Magniac,  assistant  in  the   o6ice  of 

the  register  of  the  courts  of  Sudder  De- 

wanny,  and  Nizamut  Adawlut. 
Mr.  R.  Himter,  assistant  to  the  collector  of 

Dinagepoor. 
Mr.  Gerald  WellesUy,  assistant  secretary  in 

the  secret,  political,  and  foreign  depart- 
ment. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Eraser,  assistant  to  the  resident  at 

Delhi. 
Mr.  C.  J.Davidson,  assistant  to  the  super- 

intendant  of  the  western  salt  chokies. 
Mr.  P.  Innes,  assistant  in  the  office  of  the 

secretary,  to  the  board  of  revenue. 
Mr.  Gl  Tod,  assistant  sec  to  government. 
Hon.  C.R.  Lindsay,  assistant   to  the  com- 
mercial resident  at  Dacca. 

FCBRVART. 

Mr  R.  Rocke,  senior  judge  of  appeal,  and 
court  of  circuity  Moorshedabad. 
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Mr.  J.  Melvill,  senior  Judge  of  appeal,  and 

<:ourt  of  circuit,  Calcutta. 
Ttie  hon.  J.  R.  Elphinstene,  second  judge 

of  appeal,  and  court  of  circuit,  Moonh^- 

da bad. 
Mr.  t.  Scrachey,  second  judge  of  appeal, 

and  court  of  Circuit,  Dacca. 
Mr.  R.  K.  Dick,  Sd   judge  of  appeal,  and 

court  of  circuit,  Dacca. 
Mr.  J.  Pattie,  Sd  judge  of  appeal,  and  court 

of  circuit,  Moorshedabad. 
Mr.  F.  Morgaa,  judge  and  magistrate  of  the 

Zillah  of  Sylhet. 
Mr.  H.  Cornish,  judge  and  magistrate   of 

the  Zillah  of  Rajeshaye. 
Mr.  G.  C.  Master,  judee  and  magistrate  of 

the  Zillah  of  Purneah. 
Mr.  W.  Leycester,  judge  and  magistrate  of 

the  Zillah  of  Dinagepore. 
Mr.  J.  Ahmuty,  judge   and  magistrate  of 

Tirhoot. 
Mr.  R.  Cunynghame,  judge  and  magistrate 

of  Behar. 
Mr.  R.»BarloWy  assistant  collector  of  Be- 
nares. 
Mr.  R.  Chamberlain,  assistant  collector  of 

BareiUy. 
Mr.  H.  Oakely,  register  of   the  court  at 

Jessore. 
Mr.  P.  Monkton,  register  of  the  court  of 

appeal,  and  circuit,  Calcutu. 
March. 
Lieut  .-col.  J.  Hawkins,  to  be  private  secre- 
tary to  the  vice-president  in  council. 
Mat. 
Mr.  H.  Russel,  resident  at  Hydrabad. 

June. 
Mr.  J.  Thomhill,  to  be  post  master  general. 
Sir  J.D'Oyly,  salt  agent  of  the  24  Per- 

gunnahs. 
Mr.  J.  Irwin,  ditto,  ditto,  at  BoUooah  and 

Chittagong. 
Mr.  J.  Kinloch,    superintendent    of    the 

Eastern  salt  chokies. 
jyfr.  W.  B.  Bayley,  judge  of  the  Dewanoy 

Adawlut,  &c.  ^ 

Jyfr.  G.  P.  Ricketts,  collector  of   govern- 
ment customs  at  Benares. 
Jyfr.   T.  Hayes,  judge    of  the  Dewanny 
-  Adawlut,  Jelalpore. 

JVLT. 

Mr.  G.  C.  Master,  judge  at  Mirzapore. 

Mr.  P.  W.  Pechell,  judge  of  Chittagong. 

Mr.  £.  Impey,  judge  of  Purneah. 

Mr.  J.Yattghan,  assistant  judge  at  Chitta- 
gong. 

Mr.  D.  Burget,  collector  of  Sbahabad.  • 

Mr.  W.  J.  Sands,  collector  of  Allahabad. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ti;ant,  collector  of  Bareilly. 

Mr.  R.  Mitford,  collector,  Mymensing. 

Mr.  W.  Gorton,  ditto,  Cuttack. 

"W.  B.  Martin,  resident  at  Amboyna. 

J.Littledale,  auistant  to  resident,  fort  MaU 
borough. 

AUOUST. 

Mr.  J.  Sprot,  Miistam  to  salt  agent  at  Chit- 
Cagoog. 

Yw.  12. 


Mr.  J.  R.  Barwell,  Sd  member  of  the  com- 
mission upon  the  debts  of  nabobs  of  the 
Carnatic. 
,  Mr.  G  D.  Guthrie,  superintendent  of  police, 
Bareillv  and  Benares. 

Mr.  (\  H.    Hopner,   deputy   collector  of 
customs,  at  Furruckabad. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Christian,  «ub.  sec,  to  ihe  board 
of  commissioners. 

Mr.  H.  Ne^tnham,  accountant  to  the  board 
of  commi  sioners. 

Mr.  C.  Mackenzie,  assistant  to  commercial 
resident  at  Luckipore,  and  Chittagong. 

Mr.  W.  Blunt,  superintendent  of  police  in 
Behar. 

Mr.  E.  Impey,  judge  of  the  Jungle  Mo- 
hauls. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Tod,  judge  of  Purneah., 

Mr.  T.  Pakenham,  register  of  Adawlut  in 
the  Jungle  Mohauls. 

Mr.  A.  Mackenzie,  register  at  Moorsheda- 
bad. 

Mr.W.  A.  Chalmer,  register  at  Morada- 
bad. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Dick,  register  at  AUyghur. 

Mr.  T.  Sisson,  register  at  Behar. 

Mr.  J.  Ewing,  register  at  Bhaugulpore. 

Mr.  E.  Maxwell,  register  of  the  court  at 
Dacca. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Barwell,  register  at  Chittagong. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Tipprtt,  register  at  Cawnpore. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Bird,  assistant  magistrate  at 
Benares. 

Mr.  R.  Walpole,  assistant  magistrate  of  the 
24  Pergunnahs. 

Mr.  E.  Parry,  register  at  Ramghur,  and 
assistant  to  the  collector  of  Behar. 

Mr.  J.  Furneaux,  register  at  Burdwan. 

Mr.  R.  T.  J.  Glyn,  register  at  Benares. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hardmg,  register  at  Allahabad. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Robertson,  register  at  Backer- 
gunge. 

Mr.  W.  Wright,  register  at  Furruckabad. 

September. 

Mr.T.  Brown,  assistant  collector  of  Euwa* 

Mr.  G.  WeUesley>  second  assistant,  resident 
at  the  court  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindia. 

Mr.  G.  Davidson,  mint  master  at  the  presi- 
dency. 

Doctor  J  Leydco,  assay-master  at  the  Cal- 
cutta mint. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Bird,  assistant  register  of  the 
Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut  and  Nizamiu 
Adawlut. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Prinicp,        do.        do.        do. 

Mr.  G;  Porchcr,  do.        dp.        do. 

Mr.  C.  R.  Barwell,       do.       do.        do. 

Mr.  G.  T.  Baylcy,        do.        do.       do. 

Mr.  J.  Harrington,        do.        do.        do.    ^ 

Mr.  P.  E.  Paiion,  do.        do.       do. 

Mr.  I.  Curtis,  do.        do.       do. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Moleny,  assistant  in  the  office  of 
the  Persian  sec.  ta govt. 

Mr.  A  Trotter,  assist,  tec.  to  the  board  of 
revenue.  ^ 

Mr.W,  Fane.       do.       do.        da 


M 


Digitized  by 


Google 


l62 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  ISIO^IU 


Mr.  W.  H.  Belli,  ibsistant  collector  of  Bard- 
wan. 

Mr.  T.  P.  Calvert,  assist,  sec  to  the  board 
of  commissioners. 

Mfr.  W.  R  Jennings,  assist,  sec.  to  the 
board  of  trade. 

Mr^  C.  G.  Blagrave,  assistant  agent  at  Behar. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Grant,  assistant  collector  of 
Cawnpore. 

Mr.  W.  Nisbct,  assistant  secretary  to  govern- 
ment in  the  military  department 

Mr.  W.  Trowcr,  deputy  collector  at  Furnick- 
abad. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hopner,  deputy  collector  at 
Moerut. 

October. 

Mr.  J.  Wauchope,  judge  and  magistrate  of 
Agra. 

Mr.  G.  Forbes,  collector  of  Bundlecund. 

Mr.  W.  Mackintosh,  assistant  collector  at 
Chi  tra  gong* 

Mr.W.  Parker,  resident  at  Fort  Marlborough. 

Mr.  S.  T.  Goad,  first  commissioner  appointed 
10  investigate  the  claims  upon  the  Ute  nabob 
of  the  Caroatic. 

Mr.  F.  Fauquier,  second  do.     do. 

Mr.  R.  Brown,  secretary  to  the  commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  G.  Saunders,  deputy  collector  at  Cal- 
cutta. 

Mr.  T.  Perry,  judge  and  magistrate  of  £ta- 
wah« 

Mr.  J.  Law,  collector  of  Moorshedabad. 
November. 

Mr.  J.  Littledale,  head  assistant  and  secre- 
tary at  Fort  Marlborough. 

Mr.  G.  Tod,  assistant  to  the  sub-treasurer. 

Mr.  A.  Trotter,  assistant  secretary  io  the 
public  department. 

December. 

Mr.  A.  Trotter,  superintendent  of  lotteries. 

The  honourable  Mount  Stuart  Elphinstone, 
resident  at  the  court  of  the  Peishwah. 

R.  Jenkins,  Esq.  to  be  resident  at  the  court  of 
the  rajah  of  Nagpore. 

Mr.  W.  Breddon,  register  of  the  Zillah 
court  at  Rajeshaye. 

January;  1811. 

Mr.A.TcRart,  assistam  collector  atMallacca. 

Mr.  W.  Bennett,  to  be  assistam  warehouse- 
Iceeper. 


Mr.  J.  Coasem,  to  act  ai  deputy  itcieiary  M 

government. 
Mr.  H.  Sotheby,  assistam  magisttate  in  the 

14  Pergunnahs. 
Mr.   J.   HarrinetoQ,  assistant  magistrate  of 

Nuddeah.  --a 

Mr.  J.Curtis,  assistant  magistrate  of  Burdwan. 
Mr.  P.  £.  Pauon,  assistant  magistrate  of  Jes- 

sore. 
Mr.  C.    R.  Barwell,  assistant  collector  of 

Goruckpore, 
Mr.  H.  Sargent,  assistant  export  warehouse 

keeper. 
Mr,  J.  W.  Grant,  distant  commercial  resi- 
dent at  Bauleah. 
Mr.  CM.  Ricketu,  director  of  the  bank  of 

Bengal. 
Mr.  R.  Parry,  secretary  to  the  board  of  trader 
Mr.  T.  Piowden,  acting  secretary  to  the  board 

of  trade. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Harding,   assistant  commercial 

resident  at  Benares. 
Mr.  C.  M.  Rickeits,  secretary  to  the  govem* 

roent  in  the  public  department. 
Mr.   C.   Patton,    judge    and  magistrate  of 

Dacca  [elalpore. 
Mr.  H.  Shakespeare,  judge  and  magistrate  of 

Icssore. 
Mr-  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  resident  at  Delhi. 
Mr.  R.   Strachey,  resident  at  the  court  of 

Dowlut  Rao  Scindea. 
Mr.  G.  Forbes,  superintendent  at  Chandema- 

gore. 
Mr.  J.    Majoribanks,  collector  of  Bundle* 

cund. 
Mr.  T.  Ingli>h,  second  assistant  to  the  export 

warehouse-keeper. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Wilson,  assay  master,  doring  the 

absence  of  Dr.  Lcyden. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Tullob,  superintendent  of  stampa, 
Mr.  W.  Toone,  assistant  commercial  rcsideot 

at  Patna. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Gardiner,  secretary  to  govemmenc 

in  the  military  department. 
Mr.  A.  Seton,  governor  of  Prince  of  Wales'a 

island. 
Mr.  I.  Mone^,  commercial  resident  at  Eta* 

wan  and  Cuipee. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Davidson,  assistant  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  Western  Salt  Chokiea  at  Sol- 

kea. 


BENGAL  MILITARY  PROMOTIONS. 


1810. 


Lteot«  col.  G. 


senera] 
Major-£c 


Tant^a«y. 

Ball,  8ih  N.  I.  to  be  gdjt. 


ijor-geoientl  R*  Macott,  to  the  ttaK 


Lieut.-eol.  Patoo,  to  be  commit,  ges.  Mqee 
T.  Wegulin,  to  be  dcpuiy.'d  ).    Capt.  R.  > 
Stevenson,  I2ih  N  L  and  lieut.  J.  Latq** 
daine,  ^ih  K.  C.  to  be  assistant 
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MTiei  generd.  'Capt.  lieut.  G  Becben  5^h 
N.  C.  to  be  sub-assifttant  commissary.  Capt. 
W.  Casement,  4th  N.  1.  to  be  deputy  quar- 
termaster-general. 

4th  Regt.  N.  I.  Capt  R.  Berrie,  to  be  ma- 
jor. Capt.  lictit.  F.  Andree,  to  be  Capt. 
X.ieut.  J.  Hunter,  to  be  capt  .-lieutenant. 
Ensign  C.  Christie,  to  be  lieut. 

7th  Regt.  N.  I.  Capt.  lieut.  G.  Cunning- 
bam,  to  be  capt.  Lieut.  P.  T.  Comyn, 
to  be  capt.  lieut.  Ensign  R.  Pricbard,to  be 
lieut. 

•3d  Regt.  N.  I.  Ensign  W.Clarke,  to  be 
lieut. 

9»h  rcgi.  N.  I.    Ensign   J.  Strickle,  to  be 

lieut.    Ensign  W.  W.  Foord,  to  be  lieut. 

February. 

Lieut.  F.  S.  Brownrigg,   S^h  N.  I.  to  be 
assistant  commisury  grncral. 
March. 

Capt.  E.  Cart  Wright,  94ih  regt.  N.  I.  major 
of  brigade  to  lieut.  col.  Ochterlony*$ 
detachment  .—Lieut.  Nicholctts  «2d  rcgi. 
N.  I  adjutant  to  the  corps  of  Native  In- 
valids. 

Intantry.  Senior  Major  J.  Young,  to  be 
Iirut.  col. 

td  Regt  N.  I.  Senior  capt.  N.  Cumber- 
lege,  to  be  major.  Capt.  lieut.  T.  Jont  s, 
to  be  capt.  Senior  lieut.  J.  Pester,  to  be 
capt.  lieut.  Senior  ensign  G.  R.  Pem- 
berton  to  be  lieut. 

7ih  Regt.  N.  I.  Senior  ensign  D.  Pringle, 
to  be  lieut. 

aoth  Regt.  N.  I.  Capt.  lieut.  F.  Raper, 
to  be  capt.  Senior  lieutenant  J.  Thorne, 
to  be  capi .-lieut.  Ensign  W.  Bowe,  to 
be  lieut. 

«5ih  Rfgt.  N.  I.  Senior  capt.  W.  G. 
Palmer,  to  be  major.  Capt.  lieut.  R 
Bent,  to  be  capt.  Senior  lieut.  W.  Dc 
Waal,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  Senior  ensign 
R.  Roche,  to  be  lieut.  Capt.  J.  Gordon, 
151b  regt.  N.  1.  to  be  an  assistant  adjutant 
general. 

1601  Regt.  N.  I.  Capt.lieut.  P.  B.  Hume,  to  . 
be  a  capt.     Senior  lieut.  J.  Durant,  to  be 
capt.  lieut.  Senior  ensign  D*Oy\cy  Aplin, 
to  be  lieut. 

Inbntry.  Senior  major  de  Courcy,  to  be 
lieut.  col. 

)3th  Regt.  N.I.  Brevet  major  and  senior 
capt. W ,  G.  Maxwell,  to  be  major.  Capt. 
lieut.  T.  Hall,  to  be  Capt.  Senior  lieut. 
W.  Blake,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  Senior  en- 
sign J.  Todd,  to  be  lieut. 

1st  Re^t.  N.  I.  Senior  ensign  J.  Holbro,  to 
be  lieut. 

18th  Regt.  N.  I.  Capt.  lieut.  W.  CoUyer, 
to  be  capt.  of  a  company.  Senior  lieut. 
A.  Armstrong,  to  be  capt.lieut.  Senior 
ensign  J.  C.  Mallet  to  be  lieut.  Lieut. 
T.  Worslcy,  83d regt.  N.I.  to  be  major 
of  brigade.  ^ 

Cavalry.  Senior  major  A.  Knox,  to  be 
lieut.  col. 

•d  Regt.  N.  C.  Brevet  major  and  tenior 
capt.  M*  Fitfgctald,  to  be  major.    Capt. 

M 


lieut.  F,  J.  T.  Johnstone,  to  be  cape,  of 
a  troop.  Lieut.  K.  Swettenham,  to  be 
capt.  lieut.  Comet  G.  Arnold,  to  be 
lieut. 

Infantry.  Senior  major,  H.  A.  0*Donncl 
to  be  lieut.  col. 

12th  Regt.  N.  I.  Senior  capt.  J,  Fletcher 
to  be  major.  Capt.  lieut.  H.  Anderson, 
to  be  capt.  of  a  company.  Senior  lieut. 
H.  Hodgson,  to  be  capt.  licot.  Senior 
ensign  J.  Campbell,  to  be  lieut. 

21st  Regt.N.  I.  Capt,  lieut.  C.  Peach,  to 
be  capt.  of  a  company.  Senior  lieut.  J. 
Swinton,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  Senior  ensign 
H.  Dwyer  to  be  licut. 

23d  Regt.  N.  I,  Capt.  lieut.  G.  Birch,  to 
hr  capt.  of  a  company.  Senior  licut.  B. 
Roopc,to  be  capt.lieut.  Senior  ensign  G. 
Macdonell,  to  be  lieut. 

25ih  Regt.  N.  I.  Senior  lieut.  W.  De 
Waal,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  Senior  ensign 
R.  Roche,  to  be  lieut.  Capt.  lieut.  W. 
De  Waal,  to  be  capt.  of  a  company. 
Senior  lieut.  T.  P.  Smith,  to  be  capt. 
lieut.  Scaior  ensign  H.  Caldwell,  to  do 
lieut. 

April. 

16th  Regt.  N.  L  Brevet  major,  and  s<*nior 
capt.  J.  D'^lamain,  to  be  major.  Capt. 
lieut.  J-  Durant.  to  be  capt.  Senior 
lieut.  J.  W.  Edwards,  to  be  capt.  licut. 
Senior  ensign  D.  Ogiivy,  to  be  licnt. 

19th  Regt.  N.  I.  Brevet  major  and  senior 
capt.  W.  Franklin,  to  be  major,  Capt. 
lieut.  R.  French,  to  be  capt.  Licut.  J. 
Murray,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  Ensign  J.  F. 
Bergupr,  to  be  Iicut.  Assistant  surgeon 
W.  L.  Grant,  to  be  surgeon.  Major 
g'-n.  F.  Champagne,  to  the  staff*. 

3d  Reg.  N.  C.  Senior  lirut.  N.  Ho3ges, 
to  be  capt.  licut.  Senior  cornet  C.  C. 
Smyth,  to  be  lieut.  To  be  ensigns,  N. 
Stewart,  J.  Campbell,  H.  Carter,  V. 
L.  Palmer,  G.  C.  rlaughton.  W.Capson, 
J.  Eraser,  B.  Purvis,  H.  W.  Dvson,  D. 
Campbell,  J.  Macintosh,  T.  Ward,  A. 
C.  Macmurdo,  W.  P.  Welland,  H.  S. 
Reid,  J.  Ellis,  A.  Dow,  T.  W.  Incell, 
W.  Ramsay.  Capt.  W.  H.  Wood,  of 
the  European  regiment,  to  act  as  assistant 
adjutant  general.  Major  gen.  Macan^ 
commanding  officer  of  the  troops  at  the 
presidency  station,  to  be  vice  president  of 
the  Military  board.  Capt.  A.  M'Gre- 
gor,  to  be  supernumerary  aid-de«camp  to 
the   gov.  general. 

June. 

To  be  ensigns.  H.  vV.  Dyson,  ist  bat.  1st 
Regt.  ^f.  L  A.  Davidson,  ist  bat.  71b 
regt.  N.  I.  F.  Wigncy,  2d  bat.  15th  regt. 
N,  L    H.  S.  Reid,  2d  bat,  lyih  regt.  N. 

'  L  W.  H.  Earle,  2d  bat.  19  reg.  N.  I, 
W.  B.  Girdlesione,  isi  bat.  a3d  regt.  N. 
I.    C.  Thoresby,  cd  bat.  19th  regt.  N.  I, 

3d  Regt.  N.  I.  Brevet  major  capt.  F^ 
French,  to  be  major.  Capt.  lieut.  W.  B, 
Walker,  to  be  capt.    Lieut,  H.  S.  Pe^ 
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per,  lo  be  cape,  lieut.    Eosign  C.  J.  L^ 
Ttde,  to  be  lieut. 

9(b  Rqgt.  N.  I*  £nsim  G.  J.  B.  Jobn- 
ttone.  to  be  lieut.  Capt.  A.  Campbell, 
^tb  N.  I.  to  be  ausistint  commisiaiy 
general. 

15th  Rcgt.  N.  I.  Capt.  licot.  W.  R. 
Gilbert,  to  be  capt.  Lieut.  H.  £.  G. 
Cooper,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  Ensign  J» 
F.  Hyde,  to  be  lieut. 

ft6th  Rcgt.  N.  L  Ensign  A.E.  Charters  to 
belieuc. 

July. 

1st  Regt.  N- 1.  Capt.  W.  Rankin,  to  be 
major.  Capt.  lieut.  I.  Macfarlane,  to 
be  capt.  Lieut.  A.  Stewart  (ist)  to  be 
capt.  lieut.  Ensign  S.  Maltby,  to  be  lieut. 
Lieut.  C.  Russell,  of  tb^  sist  N.  I.  is 
appointed  to  the  commaoci  of  the  escort, 
at  Hydrabad. 

August. 

Lieut.  R.  Smith  is  appointed  field  Engineer 
with  the  Bengal  division.  Capt.  J.  Stuart, 
of  the  honourable  company's  European 
regiment,  to  be  assist,  commissary  general. 
Mr.  J.  Blanch,  and  Mr.  G.  E.  Gerard, 
to  be  sub.  assisunts  to  the  commissary 
general. 

September. 

Artillery.  Senior  capt.  T.  Dowell,  to  be 
Mtjor«  ^P<*  lieut..  E.  Graham,  to  be 
^pt.  Senior  lieut.  A.  Fraser»  to  be  capt. 
lieut.  Senior  lieut.  F.  G.  N.  C.  Camp< 
bell,  to  be  lieut.  Senior  major  G.  Con- 
suble  to  be  Iieut.*col.  Capt.  J.'  D.  Sher- 
wood, to-be  major.  Capt.  lieut.  W. 
Mitchell,  to  be  capt.  Lieut.  W.  M*Qu- 
hoe,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  Lieut.  F.  D. . 
McAHster,  to  be  lieut. 

$cmor  Major  J.  W.  Adams,  to  be  licut.- 
colonel.  Major  H.  Worslev,  to  be  lieut  .- 
colooel.  Major  T.  Salkela,  to  be  lieut.- 
colonel.  Major  T.  Morgan,  to  be  licut.- 
colonel. 

Sth  Reg.  N.  I.  Capuin  lieut.  C.  Martin, 
10  be  captain.    Senior  lieut.  S.  t*.  Bishop, 


to  be   captain-lieut.     Senior  ewign  W. 

Cubitt,  to  be  lieutenant. 
7th   Reg.  N.  I.    Senior  capt.  and  breret- 

fnajor  B.  Kelly,  to  be  major.     Captain 

lieut.  P.  T.  Com]m,  to  be  captain.  Senior 

lieut.  J.  Delaraain,  ^  to  be    captaio-Ueut. 

Senior  ensisn  C.  Chrichtoo,  to  be  lieut. 
loih  Reg.  N.  1.    Senior  capt.  and  brevec- 

roajor  G.  M'Morioe,  to  be  major.    Cap* 

tain-lieut.  J.  Thome,  to  be  captain.  Senior 

lieut.  S.  n.  Tod,  tobecaptain-liaot.    En« 

sign  R.  Shorediche,  to  be  lieut. 
s6thReg.  N.  I.    Captain  and  brevet-major 

B.  Stewart,  to  be  niajor.    Captain*  iieut. 

A.  Tod,  to  be  capuin.    Senior  lieut.  F. 

Dickson,  to  be  captaio-lieut.    Ensign  A. 

Waller,  to  be  lieutenant. 
fiTth  Reg-  N.I.    Senior  capt.  and  brevet- 

xnajor  R.  Morrell,  to  be  major.    Capt. 

lieut.  H.  A  Boscawen,    to   be    captain. 

Senior  lieut.  A.  Abemethy,  to  be  capt. 

lieut.    Ensign  R.  H.  Gosling,  to  be  lieut. 
7th  Reg.  N.  C,    Capt.  lieut.  R.  Sterling, 

to  be  captain.    Lieut.  J.  Jones,  to  be  capt. 

lieut.    Comet  C.  S.  Waring  to  be  lieut. 
Corps  of  Engineers.    Lieut.  D.  M'Leod,  to 

be  captain.    Ensign  W.  E.  Morrison,  to 

be  lieutenant. 
Regiment  •f  Artillery.    Capt.  T.  Hill,  to 

be  major.    Capt.-lieui.  S.  S.  Hay,  to  be 

captain.    Lieut.  J.  Cookson,  to  be  capt.- 

lleutk    Lieut.  J.  J.  Farrington,  to  be  lieut. 

Lieut.  F.  G.Brooke,  to  be  lieut. 
iiih  Reg.  N.  I.    Capt.-lieut.  H.  P.  Daviei, 

to  be  captain.    Lieut.  J.  H.  Asbburo,  to 

be  capt.-lieut.    Ensign  J.  Oliver,  to  be 

lieutenant. 

December. 
Captain  J.  M.Johnson,  of  the  2 1st  reg.  N. 

I.  to  be  supernumerary  aid-dc-camp  to  hia 

lordship. 
Lieut.  R\.  Tickell,  to  be  garrison   engioeer 

and  executive  officer  at  Allahabad. 
The  rev.  doctor  Young,  to  be  chaplain  to  the 

garrison  of  Fort  Willbm ;  and  the  rev. 

Mr.  Henderson,  chaplain  at  the  staiioD  of 

Dioaporc. 
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January. 

Mr.  R.  Orme,  clerk  of  crown  and 
and  of  indicimcnts. 

Mr.  J.  WiUiams,  dep.-rcgister»  and  protho- 
*  notary,  &c. 

Mr.  J.  Shaw,  clerk  to  the  hon.  the  chief- 
justice. 

H.  Compton,  esq.  king's  advocate. 
February- 

Mr.  J.  Haig,  as)iitaQt  •  superintendent  of 
stamps. 

Mr.  C.  Ross,  collector  at  Coddapab. 

Mr.  C.  Roocrtf,  head-assistaot  to  the  col- 
lector of  Arcot. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TumbulU  register  to  the  court  of 
Aaawlut,  North  Malabar 

Mr. W.  O.  Shakespear,  assistant-judge,  at  Ma* 
dura. 

Mr.  S.  Boutflower,  do.  do.  at  Canara. 

Mr.  G.  Grocory,  judge  and  magistrate  in 
the  Zillah  Salem. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Young,  do.  do.  do.  Tinnevclly. 

Mr.  S.  Ibbct^n,  register  to  the  court  of 
Adawlut,  Rajahmundry. 

Mr.  H.  Dickenson,  assistant  register  to  the 
court  of  appeal  and  circuit  (or  the  centre 
division. 

March. 

F.  J.  ColIt%  esq.  agent  for  transports. 

Mr.  W.  Saunders,  Gcntoo  translator. 
April. 

Mr.  F.  Holland,  assistant-secretary  to  go- 
vernment in  military  department. 

Mr.  C.  M.  Smith,  register  to  the  court  of 
Adawlut,  Seringapatam. 

Mr.  W.  Bell,  assistant  to  the  coHector  at 
Salem. 

Mr.  H.  Mortlock,  assistant  to  the  register  to 
the  court  of  Sudder  and  Foujdaree  Adaw- 
lut. 

May. 

Mr.  M.  G.  Hudson,  commercial  resident  at 

Gatyam. 
Mr.  H.  Taylor,  commercial  resident  at  Via- 

gapatam. 
Mr.  £.  Coxc,  commercial  resident  at  Masu- 

lipatam. 
Mr.  W.  Dodwell,   commercial    resident  ai 

Maddepollam. 

Juke. 
Mr.  G.  Fischer,  master  attendant  at  Tuta- 

corin. 
Mr.  W.  Oliver,  deputy-register  to  the  Court 

of  Sudder  and  Foujdarree  Adawlut. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Whisn,  assistant  to  the  superia- 

teodent  of  stamps. 
Mr.  St.  John  Thackeray,  do.  do. 
Mr.  J.  Stokei,  do.  do.  • 


\ 


Mr:  J.  Haig,  assistant  to  the  collector  of  the 

northern  division  of  Arcot. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Keenr,  first  assistant  to  the  register 
to  the  court  of  Sudder  and  Foujdaree  Adaw- 
lut. 

July. 

Mr.  T.  Rolland,  master  attendant  at  Quilon. 

August. 
Mr%  G.  K.  Jessup,  examiner  in  the  secret,   " 

political,  and  Foreign,  department. 
Mr.  J.  King,    do.    under  the  secretary  i 

government  in  the  military  depanment. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Pybus,  assisunt  in  the  revenue  and 

judicial  departments. 
Mr.  R.  Anderson,  auistant  in  the  reveime 

and  judicial  departments. 
Mr.   K.  Anderson,    master    attendant  and 

marine  storekeeper. 
Mr.  R.  Rogers,  assistant  under  the  collector 

of  Chingleput. 
Mr.  B.  XZunliffe,  fixed   examiner  under  the 

secretary  in  the  revenue  and  judicial  de- 
partments of  government. 

September. 

W.  Pctrie,  Esq.  senior  member  under  coun- 
cil of  the  board  of  revenue. 

Mr.  I.  R.  Barwell,  commissioner  for  inves- 
tigating the  Nabobs*  debts. 

Mr.  W.  Larkins,  assistant  to  the  chief  secre- 
tary togovernment. 

Mr.  J.  Gwatkin,  secretary  to  the  board  of 
trade.  • 

Mr.  J.  M'Dowell,  Dutch  translator  to  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  H.  Lacon,  assistant  to  the  register  of 
the  court  of  Sudder  Udalut. 

Mr.  H.  Dickenson,  assistant  register  Chit- 
toor« 

Mr.  J.B.  Pybus,  assistant  superintendent  of  ' 
stamps. 

October. 

W.  Thackeray,  esq.  acting  chief  secretary  to 
government. 

Mr.  E.  W.  CunlifFe,  assistant  register  of 
the  court  of  Sudder  Adawlut. 

Mr.  W.  Waiie,  acting  junior  member  to 
the  board  of  revenue. 

Mr.  J.  Cotton,  acting  secretary  to  do. 

Mr.  J. Riddle,  aaing  collector  of  the  southern 
division  of  Arcot. 

Mr.  J.-  Lautour,  to  be  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  theex|)ort  warehouse. 

Mr.  W.  Bell,  assistant  collector  Coimba- 
toor. 

Mr.  H.  Mortlock,  fixed    examiner  in  the 

court  of  Sudder  and  Foujdaree  Adawlut. 

November. 

Mr.    J.    Nesbit   assistant  secretary    to  g(¥ 

.    veromcnt  in  poliiical  depvtmeot. 
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Mr.  H.  W.  KensingtOD,  assistant  secretary 
to  board  of  revenue. 

Mr.  B.  Harrison,  do.  dm  do. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Blair,  assistant  register  to  the 
court  of  Sudder  and  Foujdarec  Udalut. 

Mr.  F.  Holland  assistant,  collector  Salem* 
December. 

Thehon.L.  G.  K.  Murray,  collector   of 
Rajahmundry. 

Mr.  J.  Byng,  judge  and  magistrate  of  Trichi- 
nopoly. 

Mr.  J.  Long,      do.     do.    Madura. 

Mr.  C.  Woodcock,  do.    do.     Gahjam. 

Mr.  E.  Powney,    do.    do.    Cbmbukonum. 

Mr.  W.  Olpherts,  sheriff  of  Madrwpatnam 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  S  H  Greig,  justice  of  the  peace. 
January,  1811. 

Vr.  Thackeray,  Esq.  chief  secretary  to  go- 
vernment. 


J.  H.  Peile,  Esq.  Persian  translator  to  |^ 

Ternment. 
Mr.W.T.  Blair,  asiistant  in  the  office  of 

the  accountant  general. 
Mr.  W.  Wayte,  junior  member  of  the  board 

of  rcTcnue. 
Mr.  W.  Oliver,  secretary  to  the  board  of 

revenue. 
Mr.  F.  Gahagan,  superintendent  of  ttampt. 
Mr.  C.  Higginson,  register  to  the  provm^ 

cial  court    of  appeal  for  the  aouthem 

division. 
Mr.  C  J.  R.  Ellis,  do.  do.  for  the  northern 

division. 

FaiRVART. 

H.  Compton,  Esq.   standing  council  to  the 

company  at  fort  St.  George. 
Mr-  H.  Mortlock,  deputy  Persian  tnnalte 

tor  to  government. 


MADRAS  MILITARY  PROMOTIONS. 


1810. 


Janvart* 

Capt.  7»  W.  Whyte,  deputy  judge  advocate, 
ceded  districu.  Lieut.  F.  Qregor,  adjt. ' 
Sd  bat.  21st  N.  I.  Ueut.  C  Hall,  adjt. 
2d  bat.  16th  N.  I.  Lieut.  £.  H.  Leith, 
adjt.  2d  bat.  22d  N.  I.  Lieut.  W.  Kelso, 
superintendent  of  Baaars,  Travancore. 

5th  N.  1.     Ensign  C  Foulton,  to  be  iieut. 

7th  N.  L  Ensign  C.  8.  Williams,  to  be  Iieut. 

FCBRUARV. 

Comet  M,  C.  Chase,  to  be  adjt.  of  the  body 
guard  of  the  governor. 

Capt.  Brodie,llth  N.I.  to  2d.  bat.  of  pio- 
neers. 

Lieut. -col.  Orrock,  from   19th,  to   Sd  N.  I. 

Lieut-col.  Barclay,  from  3d,  to  19th  N.  I. 

Cornet  Russel,  to  be  quarter-master,  6th 
N.  C. 

Lieut.  J.  Mallindaine,  18th  N.  I.  to  be  Hin- 
dostanee  instructor,  Cuddalore. 

Senior  major  of  cavalry,  T.  Nuthall,  to  be 
Iieut. -col. 

6th  N  C.  Capt.  H.  Munt,  to  be  major. 
Capt  -Iieut.  T.  H.  8.  Conway,  to  be  capt. 
Lieut.  J.  Smith,  to  be  capt.-lieut.  Cor- 
net J.  M.  Shakespeare,  to  be  Iieut.  H. 
Smith  to  be  cornet. 

Vieut.  Haultain,  to  be  inspector  of  Poligar 
forts. 

Capt  W.Munro,  15th  N.  I.  to  command  the 
Madras  volunteer  bat.  Lieut.  R.  RolleJ- 
ion,tp  be  adjt.  ditto. 


'     March. 

Artillery. —Lieut.-col.  T.  Garke,  to  be 
Iieut.  -  col.  commandant.  Major  J.  W. 
Freese,  to  be  Iieut  .-col.  Capt.  J.  Tayn- 
ton,  to  be  major.  Capt.-Iieut.  W.  O. 
Pearse,  to  be  capt.  Lieut  B.  Bishop,  to 
be  capt.. Iieut.  Lieut.  C.  W.  Black,  to 
be  Iieut.  Lieut.  B.  Mackintosh,  of  the 
1st  bat.  of  artillery,  is  posted  to  the  squa- 
dron  of  horse  artillery. 

Corps  of  Arti'lery. — M  »jor  Sir  J.  Sindair, 
bart.  to  be  Iieut  .-col.  Capt.  M.  Beau- 
man,  to  be  major.  Capt  Iieut.  J.  Paske, 
to  be  capt.  of  a  company  Lieut.  J  Wil- 
kinson, to  be  'capt.-lieut.  Lieut.  Fire- 
worker A.  Crawford,  to  be   Iieut. 

Major  N.  M.  Smfth,  to  be  military  se- 
cretary to  the  officer  commanding  the 
army. 

Capt.  Iieut.  £.  M.  O.  Showers,  commis- 
lary  of  stores,  and  soperincendeot  of  the 
laboratory  at  St   Thomas's  Mount. 

Major  J.  Vernon,  of  the  6th  rcg.  N.  I.  to  be 
deputy  quarter  •  master  -  general  to  the 
troops  under  orders  for  foreign  service. 
Capt.  E.  Parkison,  of  H.  M.*s  SSd  reg. 
to  be  deputy   adjt  .-gen    to   the  troops. 

Lieut.  A.  Walker,  to  act  as  brigade  major 
to  the  troops  in  Malabar  and  Canara. 
Ensign  J.  Addison,  to  be  aid-de-camp  to 
the  officer  commanding  the  army.  I  Jeut  • 
Poiyer,  to  be  fort  adjutant  of  BeUary. 
Licut..coloncl  CampbcU,  of  a  M,'a  dM 
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rfg.  to  oooimand  the  bat.  of  flank  com- 

Sanies  under  orders  for  foreign  serrice, 
ieutenant  Ashe,  of  H.  M/t  12th  reg. 
of  foot,  to  be  adjt.  and  lieut.  E.  Ande<  son, 
of  R  M.'s  3Sd  reg.  of  foot,  to  be  quar- 
ter-master  to  lieut. -col.  CampbeH's  bat. 
Mr.  W.  Hall,  to  be  agent  for  transports. 
Captain  J.  Paske,  of  the  2d  bat.  of  artil- 
lery, to  be  commissar  of  stores.  Capt. 
E.  W.  Snow,  of  the  12th  reg,  N.  I  to  be 
commissary  of  g^ain  and  provisions,  and 
capt.  W.  Syms,  of  H  M  's  69th  reg.  of 
foot,  to  be  pay  master  to  the  troops  pro- 
ceeding on  foreign  service  Lieuc  H 
Harvev,  of  the  20ih  reg.  N.  I.  to  be  agent 
for  public  cat  ie  ^ 

Sd  Reg  N.  1.  Capt.  C.  Lucas,  to  be  major. 
Capt  lieut  T.  T.  Stevenson,  to  be  capt. 
Lieut.  A.  Stewart,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  En- 
sign G.  W  Eccles,  to  be  lieut. 

«d  N  1  Capt.  lieut.  F.  W  Wilson,  to  be 
c^pt.  Lieut  J  Ford,  to  be  capt.  lieut. 
Ensign  G.  Strachan,  to  be  lieut  Senior 
major  P.  Richardson,  from  the  2d 
N.  I.  to  be  lieut -col  Capt  G  R  A. 
Kelly,  to  be  major  Capt.  lieut.  J  Ford, 
to  be  capt  Lieut.  C  Elphinstone,  to  be 
<:apt  lieutenant.  Ensign  J  DalsteI,to  be 
Iseut.  Capt  lieut.  C.  Elphinstone,  to  be 
capt.  Lieut  £.  Osborne  to  be  capt. 
lient.  Ensign  J  F.  James,  to  be  licut. 
Senior  ifaajor  of  infantry,  H.  W  Rad- 
cliffe,  from  ihe  15th  N.  Reg.  to  be  lieut.* 
colonel. 

15th  N.  R.  Capt.  J.  Campbell,  to  be  major. 
Capt  lieut.  T.  Wren,  to  be  capt.  Lieut. 
H.  Y.  Kent,  to  be  capt  lieutenant.  Ensign 
A.  M*Cormick,  to  be  lieut. 

April. 

Major  C  D.  Biuce,  to  be  lieut  .-col. 

90th  N.  R.  Capt.  G  (  ustance,  to  be  major. 
Capt  lieut.  d.  W.  Lee,  to  be  capt.  Lieut. 
C%  Brooke,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  and  ensign 
J.  Fei]?usson  to  be  lieut. 

5th  N  R.  Capt  A.  Molesworth,  to  be 
major.  Capt.  lieut  Sir  M.  filakistone, 
to  be  capt.  Lieut.  J.  Carnac,  to  be  capt. 
lieut.  Ensign  C.  Sinnock,  to  be  lieut. 
Major  J.  Haslewood,  to  he  lieut.- col. 

S4th  N.  R.  Capt.  J  B.  Seward,  to  be  major. 
Capt.  lieut.  C.  Wulbier^to  be  capt.  Lieut. 
J.  L.  Charlesworth,  to  be  capti-lieut. 
Ensign  J.  James,  to  be  lieut. 

19th  N.  R.  Capt.  C.  T.  G.  Bishop,  to  be 
.  Major,  Capt.  lieut.  W.  H  Loftie,  to  be 
capt.  Lieut.  W.  S.  Smith,'  to  be  c^pt.- 
lieut.    Ensign  T.  Ball,  to  be  lieut* 

Lieut*  W.  Kutzleben,  baron,  to  be  canton- 
ment adjt.  at  Wallajahbad.  Lieut.  Mar- 
shal, of  the20th  reg.  N.  I.  adjt.  to  the  2d 
bat.  of  that  regiment. 

Ca|  t.  Hughes  b  appointed  to  the  2d  bat.  of 
pioneers. 

4t£  Reg.  C.  Capt.-lieut.  G.  Gillespie,  to  be 
capt«^^Lieut.  R.  PaliO)  to  bt  capt.-Ueut. 


Cornet  G.  W.  T.  Erskine,  to  be  lieut. 
Cornet  A.  Reid,  to  be  cornet. 
Corps  of  Engineers.  —  Lieut.  J.   R.  Clee* 
horn,  to  be  capr.-Iieut.    Ensign  J.  Mack- 
intosh, to  be  1  eut. 
Corp*  of  Artillery.— Lieut.  J.  H.  Frith,  to 
be  capt  -4ient.     Lieut.  Fireworker,  A.  L. 
Murray,  to  be  lieut.      Lieut.  H.  Rud- 
yard,  to  be  capt  -lieut,  Lieut.  Fireworker, 
H   Stuan    to  be  lieut. 
Madras  European  Reg.  —  Capt  .-lieut.  D. 
Forbes,  to  be  capt.      Lieut.  G  L.  Hixon, 
to  be  capt  -lieut.    Ensign  W.  J.  Dacre, 
to  be  lieut. 
8th  Reg.  N.  1      Capt-lieut.  H.  Davie,  to  be 
capt    Lieut.  D.  Carstairs,  to  be  capt.- 
lieut.  Ensign  S.  Meddowcroft.  to  be  lieut, 
1 1th  Reg  N.  1.     Capt.  J.  P.  Winfield,  to  be 
major.     Capt  -lieut.  L.  Peig^and,  to  be 
capt.    Lieut.  H.  Downes,  to  be  capt. -Kent. 
Ensign  R.  S.  Wilson,  to  be  lieut.    Ensign 
T  J.  Hammond,  to  be  lieut. 
12th  N  1     Capt.  lieut.  P.  Robertson,  to  be 
capt.     Lieut   J.  Green,  to  be  capt. -lieut. 
Ensign  T  Wakefield,  to  be  lieut.    Capt.- 
lieut    J.  Green,  to  be  capt.    Lieutenant. 
J    Henry,  to  be  capt.-licut.    Ensign  O 
W.  Mackintosh,  to  be  iient, 
15  h  N.   1.     Capt.-lieut,   J.   Hall,   to  be 
capt.     Lieut.  £.  ,s.  Patishall,  to  be  capt.- 
lieut.    Ensign  J.  Hume,  to  be  lieut. 
I7th  N  1.     Captain  J.  D.  GreenhitI,  to  be 
major.     Capt.-lieut.  A.  N.  Bertram,  to  be 
capt.    Lieut.  R.  Dalgairns,  to  be  capt.- 
lieut.    Ensign  C.  G.  Brown,  to  be  lieut. 
3lst  N.  I.    Capt.  J .  Fitzpatrick,  to  be  major. 
Capt-lieut.  C  Stewart,  to  be  capt.    Lieut. 
J.  Lea,  to  becapt.-neut.  Ensig^  J,  Nash, 
to  be  lieut. 
24th  N.  1.    Capt.-lieut.  J.  L.  Charlesworth, 
to  be  capt.      Lient.  W.  Ferny  hough,  to  be 
capt.-lieut.    Ensign  W.  Thompson,  to  b0 
lieutenant. 
Corps  of  Artillery.— Lieut'.  Fireworker  H. 
H.  Gore,  to  be  lieut.     Capt.-Keut.  E.  M. 
G.  Showers,  to  be  capt.    Lieut.  J.  Briggs 
to  be  capt.-lieut.     Lieut.  Fireworker  T. 
Nelson,  to  be  licut. 
6th  Reg.    Ensign  W.  R.  Thofipson,  to  be 

lieut. 
17th  N.L     Ensign  H.W.  Hodges,  to  be 

lieutenant. 
25th  N.  I.      Ensign  W.  Bonest,  to  be  lieut. 
Doctor  Hartii,  to  be  superintending  sur- 
geon to  the  expedition  destined  for  foreign 
service.       Mr.    surgeon  D.  Scott,  and 
Messrs.  assistant  surgeons  Stephenson  and 
Chalmers,  to  be  hospital  staff*.      Mr.  as- 
sistant surgeon  W.  Jones,  to  be  deputy 
medical  storekeeper  to  the   expedition. 
Major  V.   Blacker,    to  be  quarter-master 
general  of  the  army,  with  the  olBcial  rank 
oflieut.-col. 
Capt.R.  B.  Otto,  to  be  deputy  quarter-master 
general  of  the  army,  with  the  official  rank 
of  major. 
Lieut,  W.Biis,  to  be  anistint  ^iuiittr*sie- 
tergeneraL 
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Lifut.-col.  James  I.etth,  to  be  P«rnan  in- 
terpreter to  head  quarters. 

Capt  J.  W  Whyte,  to  be  astistant  quarter- 
master geaeral,  in  the  centre  division  of 
the  army. 

IJeut  J.  Scott,  junior,  of  the  22d  reg.  N.  I. 
to  be  deputy  judge  advocate  in  the  ceded 
districts. 

^ieut.  C.  Cracroft,  to  be  adjutant  to  the  Ist 
bat.  22d  reg.  N.  I.  Capt  T.  Smith waite, 
to  command  the  2d.  bat.  of  Pioneers. 

Corps  of  ArtilJery.  —  Capt.-Keut.  M.  H. 
Court,  to  be  capt.  Ueut  W.  Culien,  to 
be  captaio-Iieut.  Lieutenant  Fireworker, 
A.  C.  Chrichton,  to  be  lieut. 

Lieut.-coi.John  James  Durand,  to  belieut.- 
colonel  commandant.    ^ 

1 1th  N.  I.  Capt.  J.  Paterson,  to  be  major. 
Capt.  lieut.  J.  Simons,  to  be  capt. 

Ensign  W.  Borthwick,  to  be  lieut. 

Senior  major  H.  Fraser,  from  the  5th  N.  R. 
to  be  lieut.-col. 

5th  N.  I.  Cast.  J.  Gennys,  to  be  major. 
Capt.'Iieut.  J.  Carnac,  to  be  capt.    Lieut. 

0,  Maunsell,  to 'be  capt.-lient.    Ensign 
G.  M.  Grant,  to  be  lieut. 

Mr*  J- Smart,  to  be  an  assistant  surgeon  on 
this  establishment.  The  right  hon.  the  go- 
vernor-general in  council  is  pleased  to  di- 
rect, that  the  undermentioned  officers  be 
appointed  to  the  staff  at  Goa,  from  the 
first  of  Mayneit. 

Major  N,M.  Smyth,  of  the  14th  reg.  N.l. 
to  be  barrack  matter. 

Capt.  T.  A.  S.  Achmuty,  of  the  8th  reg.  N. 

1.  to  be  paymaster  and    garrison-  store 
keeper.   - 

Capt.  £.  Haj,  of  the  18th  regi  N.  I.  to 
be  major  of    brigade. 

Capt. -lieut.  C.  Gabagan,  of  artillery,  to 
be  commissary  of  stores. 

Lieut.  W.  Stone,  of  the  24th  reg.  N,  I  to  be 
superintendent  of  Bazars  and  fort  adj«. 
tant. 

Capt.-tieut.  G.  Osborne,  to  be  quarter-master 
of  brigade  in  Travancore. 

19ih  N.  R.  Capt.  H.  M.  Kelly,  to  be 
major.  Capt.-lieut.  W.  S.  Smith,  to  be 
capt.  Lieut .  H.  Norton,  to  be  capt.-lieut. 
Ensign  D.  Donaldson,  to  be  lieut. 

Coi.  Gordon,  H.  M**s  89th  regimHit,  to 
command  in  the  garrison  of  fort  St. 
George. 
.  Major  Sir  C.  Burdett,  to  command  at 
Poonamallee.  Capt.  Barrow,  of  H.  M.'s 
69th  regiment,  to  pay  the  families  of  that 
reg.  and  his  majesty's  86tk.  Mr.  sur- 
geon A-  Mackenzie,  to  be  ^  superintend- 
iDgsurgeon. 

Mat. 

Lieut:  M.  Creagb,  of  H  M.'s  86th  reg.  to 
be  brigade  major  to  lieut.  col.  Fraser* 

SOth  Reg.  CapL-lieut.  C.  Brooke,  to  be 
capt.  Lieut.  H.  Harvey,  to  be  capt.- 
lieut.  Ensign  W.  K.  Ritchie,  to  be  lieu^ 
ipfp(|in  T.  Stewart,  to  be  assistant  adjt. 
general  ia  the  ceded  districu.    Opt.  W, 


C.  Campbell,  to  be  assistant  qoaiter-mas* 
ter  general  in  the  ceded  districts.  Capt. 
R.  Davis,  to  act  as  deputy  judge  advft 
cate  to  the  Hydrabad  subsidiary  force. 
Lieut.  T.  Pren('ergast,  to  be  fort  adjutant 
of  Masulipatam.- 
21st  Reg.  N.l.  Capt.  A.  Fair,  to  be  ma- 
jor. Capc-lieut.  J.  Lea,  to  be  captain. 
Lieut  W.  F.iir,  to  be  capt..Iieut.  Knsign 
H.  Robinson,  to  be  lieut.  Mr.  assisunt 
surgeon  Chalmers,  to  afford  medical  aid 
to  the  Zillah  court  at  Onore.  Mr.  assist- 
ant surgeon  Reviere,  to  afford  medical 
aid  to  the  garrison  of  Cochin.  Mr.  as- 
sistant surgeon  Cook,  to  take  charge  of 
the  medical  duties  of  the  garrison  at 
Ryacottah. 

Junk. 

Mr.  surgeon  Rogers,  to  take  charge  of  the 
medical  duties  of  the  garrison  of  Vizaga- 
patam. 

19th  N.  I.  Capt.-lieut.  H.  Norton,  to  be 
captain.  Lieut.  H.  C.  Harvey,  to  be 
capt.-lieut.  Ensign  J.  Bannatyne,  to  be 
lieut.  Major  of  infantry,  H.  S.  Scott, 
from  the  7th  N.  R.  to  be  lieut.-col. 

7th  Reg.  N.  I.  Capt.  G.  Keates,  to  be 
major*  Capt.-lieut.  C.  Jackson,  to  be 
capt.  Lieut.  J.  Hampton,  to  be  capt.- 
lieut.    Ensign  H.  White,  to  be  lieut. 

Ifth  Reg.  Capt.-lieut.  W.  Moore,  to  be 
capt.  Lieut.  R.  West,  to  be  capt.lieot. 
Ensign  John  Gwynne,  to  be  lieut.  Mr. 
surgeon  G.  Anderson,  to  be  superintend- 
ing  surgeon  of  Mysoor.  Mr.  surgeon 
Pender,  to  afford  medical  aid  to  the  sta- 
tions of  Roichouty  and  Coorumeonaah. 
Lieut.  W.  Orm8b^,of  the  15th  reg.  N.  I. 
to  officiate  for  lieutenant-colonel  L^ith. 

To  be  majors  by  brevet>  in  the  East  Indies 
only,  capt.  J.  L.  Caldwell,  and  J.  Blair, 
of  the  torps  bf  Engineers.  Lieut.  T. 
Dark,  to  be  adjutant,  4th  N.  C.  Lieut. 
H.  J.  Wilkinson,  to  be  adjt.  2nd  bat.  13th 
N.  I.  and  J.  Blair,  of  the  corps  of  engioecn. 

July. 

3d.  Reg.  N.  L— Capt.  T.  Little,  to  be  ma- 
jor.  Capt.-lieut.  A.  Stewart,  to  be  cape. 
Lieut.  J.  Walker,  to  be  capt.-lieut.  En- 
sign W.  Shepherd,  to  be  lieut. 

iithReg.  N.  L — Ensign  H.  FearsoB,  to  be 
lieut.  Senior  major  of  infantry,  J.  Lind- 
say, from  the  11th  tf.  R.  to  be  licut.-col. 

ilth  Re^.  N.  L— Capt.  M.  L.  Fercira,  to 
be  major.  Capt.-licot,  H.  Downcs,  to  be 
capt.  Lieut.  K.  Evans,  to  be  capt.-lieut. 
Ensign  F.  G.  B.  Ennis  to  be  Ucut. 

Cadets.— J.  Morrison,  to  be  comet. 

J,  G.  Proby,  H.  Falltrton,  D.  Sims,  to  be 
ensigns  of  engineers. 

W.T.Slade,  C.  H.  Gibbs,  J.  Grimpshaw, 
R.  Dutroore.  H.  O.  Bmrs,  A.  Mc  Ar- 
thcr.  G.  Walker,  J.  L.  Richardson,  W. 
Cunningham,  A.  Glcigt  R«  S.  Swain,  tp 
be  ensigns,   - 
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I'nh  N.  L-^Liem.  J.  Ogilvie,  to  be  capt.- 
Iieut. 

19th  Reg.  N.I. ^Ensign  W.  Bcyton,  to  be 
lieat.    Ensign  H.  Matthews,  to  be  Heut. 

September. 

Lieat.  H.  Cramer,  of  his  majesty's  30th 
regiment,  fort  adjutant  and  paymaster  to 
the  <iepoc  at  IPoonamallee.  Lieut.-col.  J. 
Dighton,  to  command  at  WalUjahbad. 
Mr.  Assistant  surgeon  Sucirs,  to  perform  the 
medical  duties  at  Cuddalore.  Lieut. 
0*Kinnin,  i^ih  rcjgt.  N.  I.  10  be  adjutant 
to  the  sd  bat.  Lieut.  T.  Prendergast,  of 
ibeothiegt.  N.  I.  to  be  adjutant  to  the 
ed  bat.  Lieut.  H.  Smith,  of  the  «4th 
regt.  N.  L  to  be  fort  adjutant  of  Masuli- 
patam.  His  excellency  lieut.-gen.  the  ho- 
nourable John  Abercrombie,  to  the  chief 
cornQMoa  of  the  troops  employed  on 
foreign  service.  Major  gen.  ft.  Warde, 
io  command  the  troops  proceeding  from 
Madras.  Colonel  Gillespie  of  his  majes- 
ty's «5th  dragoons,  to  command  the  force 
in  Mysoor,  during  the  absence  of  major- 
gen.  Warde,  and  lieut.-col.  Adams  to 
command  at  Bangalore.  Capt.  Webster, 
of  the  4tb  reg.  N.  L  to  be  an  extra  aid-de- 
camp, to  major-general  Wardc.  Cadets. 
Mr.  D.  Walker,  to  be  cornet. 

Artillery.  Messrs.  N.  Hunter,  R.  Hopper, 
J.  J.  Gamage,  to  belieut.  fire  workers. 

Infantrv.  Messrs.  f.  J.  Nixon,  W.  Glover, 
r.  Stiggall,  S.  Y.  D'Esterre,  J.  Henry, 
\V.  Graham,  W.  Swcny,  L.  Lonsdale, 
£.  Fitzgerald,  J.  Macartney,  J.  Kcr, 
Marshal  Keith  Young,  to  be  ensigns. 

October. 

Capt.  G.  E.  Barlow,  private  secretary,  to 
the  honorable  the  governor.  Lieu(,-col. 
commandant  P.  A.  Agoew,  R.  Mackay, 
H.  M*Lcan,  to  be  colonels.  Lieut.-col. 
commandant  T.  Dallas,  A  Cuppage,  A. 
Taylor,  J.  Chalmers,  A.  Dyer,  K.  Ma- 
calister,  C.  Corner,  R.  M.  Strange,  J.  J, 
Durand.  tobecoloneU. 

6th  Reg.  N.  I.  Capt.^.  M'Dougall,  to  be 
major.  Cape,  lieut.  F .  Bowes,  to  be  capt. 
Lieut,     ^f.  H.  Hatherly,  to  be  capt.  licut. 

^^fh  Reg.  N.  I.  Capt.  licut.  S.  S.  Gum- 
mcr,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  §?.  Henderson, 
to  be  capt.  licut.  Ensign  J.  Gumming, 
to  be  lieut.  ^  Capt.  Hodgson,  to  act  as 
assistant  adjutant  general  in  Mysore. 
Captain  J.  T.  Trewmaii,  to  ?ct  as 
assistant  quarter-master  general  in  My- 
sore. Col.  P.  A.  Agnew,  military  secre- 
tary. X^apt.  Tyldcn,  H.  M.*s  43d  reg. 
Capt.  W.  Dickson,  6th  reg.  N.  C.aids-dc- 
camps  to  his  excellency  lieut.  gen.  Sir  S. 
Achmuty.  Capt.  KnatchbuU  of  H.  M.'s 
8oih  regiment,  to  be  a  supernumerary  aid, 
de-camb  to  his  excellency  the  comroander- 
in-cbief.  Capt.  W.  Morri^n,  of  the 
in  bat.  of  anillery  to  be  commissary  gen. 


with  the  official  rank  of  n>ajor,  ^nd  with  a 
seat  at  the  military  boa^,  until  the  plea- 
sure o  f  the  honourable  the  court  of  direc- 
lectors  shall  be  known.  Major  A.  Mack- 
intosh, of  the  «2d  reg.  N.  L  Major  A. 
Grant,  of  ilic  24ih  reg.  N.  L  Capt.  T. 
Stewart,  of  the  91  h  reg.  N.  1.  Capt.  W. 
I.  JoBcs,  of  the  18th  reg.  N.  L  Capt.  H. 
A.  Purchaus,  of  the  25th  reg.  N.  I.  Capt. 
H.  Harvey,  of  the  90th  regiment, 
N.  L  Lieut.  J.  Shaw,  of  the  17th 
N.  I.  to  be  assistant  commissaries  gen. 
Lieut.  M.'Cubbon,  25ih  N.  I.  Lieut.  A- 
Cumraing,  2d  N.  I.  lieut.  Campbell, 
N.  C.  to  be  sub-assistants.  Lieut. B.  Mac- 
kintosh, to  be  quarter  master  of  horse  ar- 
tillery.  Lieut.  D.  Agnew,  to  be  adjutant 
to  2d  bat.  3d  reg.  N.  L  Lieut.  Goble, 
to  be  adjutant  to  the  2d  bat-  ^d  reg.  N.  L 
Capt.  J.  W.  Whyie,  of  the  13th  reg. 
N.I.  to  be  brigade  major  in  the  ceded 
districts.  Lieut.  Scou,  (junior)  of  the 
e2d  reg.  N.  L  to  be  quarter  master  of 
brigade,  in  the  ceded  districts.  Licut. 
Cunningbani,  iS'hreg.  N,  I.  to  be  quarter 
master  of  brigaae,  at  Goa.  Capt.  Elphin- 
ttone,  sd  reg.  N.  I.  brigade  maior  in  My- 
sore. Capt.  West,  i3ih  reg.  N.  L  bri- 
jiade  quarter-master  in  Mv&orc.  Capt. 
frewman,  22d  reg.  N.  I-  to  be  brigade 
quarter-master  to  the  centre  division^ 
Col.  A.  1  aylor,  to  command  the  garri* 
son  of  fort  St.  George.  Capt.  C.  Heath, 
to  be  major.  Capt.  lieut.  Hampton,  to 
be  capt.  Lieut.  \.  H.  Kettle,  to  be  capt. 
licut.  Ensign  B'.  Hitchcns,  to  be  licut. 
Capt.  R.  Macdowall,  to  be  major,  capt. 
licut.  W.  Fcrnyhough,  to  be  capiam. 
Licttt.  C.  F.  Tolfrcy,  to  be  capt.  iic^u 
Ensign  G.  Gill,  to  be  licut. 

November. 

ist  Reg.  Cavalry.  Lieut.  M.  Kemble,  to 
be  quarter-master. 

ad  Reg.  N.  I.  Licut.  W.  James,  to  be 
adjutant  to  the  2d  bar. 

17th  Reg.  N.  L  Lieut  G.  Schooos  to  be 
adjutant  to  the  1st  bat.  L»cut.  H.  O. 
loriano,  to  be  superintending  engineer, 
in  the  ceded  districts.  Licut.  J.  Mackin- 
tosh, to  be  supcrir>teDcing  engineer  a£ 
Goa. 

December.        "^ 

Senior  licut.-coI.  A.  Taylor,  to  be  lieut.- 
col.  commandant  il?c6.  Senior  major 
Fletcher,  from  the  17th  N.  R.  to  be  lieut.- 
col. 

17th  N.  R.—Capt.  M.  Stewart,  to  be  major. 
Capt.  lieuf.  C.  T.  Haiton,  to  be  capt. 
Licpt.  G.  L.  Wahab,  to  be  capt.  Licyt^ 
ensign  T.  Jackson,  to  be  lieut.  Senior  ma- 
jor H.  Buchan,  from  the  22d  N.  I,  to  be 
lieut.-col. 

fi2d  N.  Reg.— Capt.  W.  P.  Heiiland,  to  be 
major.      Capt.  licut.  J.  Lindsay,  to  be 
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capt.  Lieot.  W.  Hankioi,  to  be  capt.- 
lieut.  Ensign  £.  Y.  Hancock,  to  be  licut. 
Senior  major  T.  Marriott,  from  the  25th 
N.  R.  10 be  lieut.-col. 

^h  N.  RfR— Capt  T.  GumcU,  to  be  nuh 
jjor.  Capr.  lieut.  R.  Davis,  to  be  capt. 
"Lieut.  J.  M.  Coombs  to  be  capuin.  licut. 
Envign  J.  WiUowi,  to  be  licut.  Senior 
major  G  Hadow,  from  the  8ih  N.  R.  to 
be  lieut  -col. 

8di  N.  Rpg— Capt.  W.  Blackburn,  to  be 
major.  Capt.  licut.  T.  Johnson,  to  be 
capi.  Lieui  J.  G.  Bellirtgham,  to  be 
capr.-lieui  E'»5ign  J,  Wood,  to  be  licut. 
Senior  major  Wilson,  from  i6ih  N.  R.  to 
bclirut.-col. 

t6th  N.  Rrg  — Cipt.  C.  Deacon,  to  be 
major.  Capt.  Keut  P.  M.  Cufflcy,  to  be 
capi.  Lieut.  I.  Jrnkins,  to  be  cap».-1ieut. 
Etificn  J.  Perrv,  tob  lirut.  Senior  major 
P.  H.  Vcse>,  (fom  the  2d  N.  R."  to  be 
lieut.-col. 

8<i  N.  Rrg.— Capt.  J  WrUh,  to  be*  major. 
Capi  -lieut  H.  H  Pepper,  to  br  capt. 
Lieu'.  J  Carfrac,  to  be  capt.-licut.  Ensign 
W.  Williamsot),  10  be  licur.  Senior  ma- 
jor J.  Ncagle,  from  the  4th  N.  R.  to  be 
Iicu%  -col. 

4th  N.  Reg. — Capr.  G.  Al<-xandcr  Muat,  to 
be  major  Capt. -lieut.  G.  Birch,  to  be 
capt.  Licut.  W.  Nl'D'HuM  Robertson, 
tone  capt.  licut.  Eiisiji"  A.Hammond,  to 
be  lieut.  Srnior  m.»jor  A.  Macfarlan,  from 
the  5Th  N    R.  10  be  licut.-rol. 

5ih  N*  Reg— Capt,  C  M'Grcgor,  to  be 
major.  Capt. -lieut.  T.  Douglas,  to  be 
capt.  Licui.  J.  Hankin,  to  be  cap» .-licut. 
Erjsign  H.  A.  Howe. I.  to  be  lieut. 

Corps  of  Engineers. — Major  W.  C.  Len- 
non,  to  be  lieutenant-colonel.  Captain  C. 
Mackenzie,  and  I.  Caldwell,  10  b.'  majors. 
Capt.-licuis.  R  H.  Fotheringham,  T  ¥.  de 
Havilland,  J.  Cotgrave,  J  Fotheringham, 
Bcnj.  Sydenham,  lieui.  J.  Ross  Cle|$horn, 
H.  H.  Toriano,  to  be  capts.  Ensi^^s  J. 
Blackiston,  and  S.  Russell,  to  be  lieuts. 
Ensign  J.  Mackintosh,  to  be  lieut.  Lieut.  . 
T.  Frascr,  to  be  capt.  Ensign  R.  E.  Mil- 
burncj  to  be  licut.  Ensign  W.  Monieath» 
to  be  lieut. 

J9th  Reg.  N.  L— Capt.-licut.  H.  C.  Harvey, 
to  be  capt.  Ltrut.  C.  C.  Johnston,  to  be 
capt.-lieut.     Ensign  G.  Heath,  to  be  lieut, 

January,  1811. 

Capt.  S*  Lutwidg«|  of  the  11th  regiment 
N.  L  to  be  deputy  judge  advocate  general, 
vice  Duggan. 

February. 

8th  Reg.  N.  C— Licut.  C.  W.  Bell,  to  be 
capt.-lieut.  Comet  H.  B.  Smith,  to  be 
lieut. 

^th  Reg  — Comer  R.  L.  Highmoor,  to  cake 
rank  (fom  6ih  Oooberi  1810.     Coroa  G. 


Wiilock,  to  take  raok  £rom  4lh  Deoea^ber» 
1810. 

6ih  Reg.— Comet  D.  A.  Feooing,  to  take 
rank  from  9tb  December,  1810.  Comet 
G.  Garnrd,  to  take  rank  from  15th  De- 
cember, i8to. 

5th  Reg.— Cornet  G.  Uhthoff,  to  be  Kent. 
Comet  J.  Buchanan,  to  take  rank  fron  utt 
January,  1811. 

lothicg.  N.  I. — Ensign  A.  WUsoo»to  be 
licut. 

loth  N.  Reg.  N.  I.— Ensign  W.  Shaw,  to 
be  lieut. 

loth  Rce.  N.  L— Capt.-lieut;  J.  W.  H. 
Howell,  to  be  capt.  Lieut.  A  Grant,  10 
be  capt.-lieut.  Eusign  O.  Jones,  to  be 
lieutenant;  Captain  R.  Podmote,  to  be 
major.  Captain-lieaicnant  A  Grant,  to  be 
capt.  Licur.  R.  S>^mour,  to  be  capt.- 
lieut.     Ensign  G.  B.  Toboo,  to  be  lieut. 

7ih  Reg.  N.  L— Ensign  C.  h  Gilbert, 
to  be  lieut. 

loth  N.  Reg.— Licut.  R.  Gwynoe,  to  be 
capt  -lieut.     Ensign  C*  Storer,  to  be  lieut. 

7th  N.  Reg.— Ensign H.  White,  to  be  lieut. 
in  the  succession  to  Keatcs,  promoted  14th 
December,  1809. 

lofh  N.  Rrg — Ensign  G.  Sharp,  to  be  Iknt. 
Eristgii  R.  Cozens,  lobe  lieut. 

7th  N.  Reg.— Ensign  W.  Binny,  to  be  lietit. 

15th  N.  Reg.— Ensign  C.  SncM,  td  be  lieut. 
Capt.-lieut.   E.    S.   Patiahall,  to  be    capt. 
Lieut.  J.  Brings,  to  be  capt.-lieut*      E«n- 
sign  R.  Morrison,  to  be  licut. 

71k  N.  Reg— Ensign  B.  R.  Hiichint,  to  be 
lieut. 

loth  N.Reg.— Ensign  N.  L.  Austin,  to  be 
lieut. 

7ih  N.  Reg.— Ensign  J.  Tulk,  to  be  lieut. 

14th  N.  Reg. — Ensign  H.  Buckworth,  to  be 
lieut. 

Madras  European  Reg. — Ensign  J.  Rojr*  to 
be  licut. 

17th  N.  Reg. — Ensign  J.  Glass,  to  be  lieut. 
Lieut.  G.  Spinks,   oTthe  7ih  reg.  N.  I.  to 
be  aid-de-camp  to  the  honourable  the  go- 
vernor. 

The  governor  in  ctxincil  is  pleased  to  re-admit 
captain  Bagshaw,  of  the  fi5tb  regiment,  N. 
L  with  his  rank  on  the  milita^  est^lish* 
mem  of  this  presidency. 

Mr.  W.  Nicol  Bums,  having  produced  the 
requisite  certificates  of  bis  appointment  to 
be  a  cadet  on  this  establishment,  the  ^ver- 
nor  in  council  is  pleased  toadmitbimin 
that  capacity,  and  to  promote  him  to  the 
rank  of  ensign,  date  of  commissioo  to  be 
settled  hereafter. 

Lieut.  W,  Vaughan,  15th  rqpmeot,  N.  I.  to 
be  adjt.  to  the  1st  bat.  Lieut.  F.  Crecoe, 
fiist  regiment,  N.  I.  to  be  adjc  to  the  1st 
bat.  Lieut.  J.  S.  Cbauval,  to  be  atyt.  to 
the  ftd  bat.  sist  regin»ent  N.  I.  Mr* 
M'Kenzie,  actbg  superintending  aur^geon 
in  Mysote,  to  remain  at  the  ptesideocy,  oq 
leave  of  absence  for  one  month* 
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8di  Reg.  Civalry.— Lieut.  H,  Jones,  to  be     10th  Reg.  N.  1 — Lieut.  P.  Mornll,  to  be 
quarter-maiter.  ^jt.  to  the  1st.  bat.  and  lient.  C.  C.  Alvast 

to  be  adjt.  to  the  2d  bat. 


BOMBAY  CIVIL  APPOINTMENTS. 


1810. 


IL  Stewtrt,  Esq.  Mayor. 
I.  F^conar,  Esq.  Sheriff. 
U.  G.  Mackliot   Esq.  to  be  advocate-seo. 

aod  reporter  to  the  court  of  Sudder  De- 

vaonie  Adawlet . 
Doctor  J.    Taylor,  to  be  chief  interpreter 

and  tnuuUtor  of  the  recorder's  court. 


R.  T.  Goodwin,  Esq.  to  be  sopermteodent 

of  Police. 
Mr,  J.  Faresh,  acting  deputy  secretary  t© 

governnnent. 
Messrs.  Wilkins  and  De  Vitre,   examioeit 

in  the  office  of  chief  secretary. 


BOMBAY  MILITARY  PROMOTIONS^ 


1810. 


June. 
Infantry.    Senior  major  W.  Yoang»  to  be 

lieut.<ol. 
8cfa  Reg.  N.  I.     Capt.  R.  Barclay,  to  be 

major.      Capt.    lieut.    C  Tudor,    to  be 

cape.     I'ieur.  J.  Salter,  to  be  capt.  lieut. 

Lieut.  F.  Ddngerfieldfto  belieuc.    Ensign 

J[.  C^rr,  ro  be  lieut. 
antry.     Lieut.-col.  M.  Grant,  to  be  licut.- 

coU  commandant.     Major  R.  Gordon,  to 

be  Iicuf.*col. 
ad  Re>$.  N.  I.     Capr.J.  Lock,  to  be  major, 

capi.  lieut.  A.  Hogg,  to  be  capt.  and  lieut. 
.    J.  Hickcs.  to  be  rapt,  lieut. 
Infantry.     Major   T.  Douulas,  to  be  lieut'Col. 
SO  Reg.   N.  1.    Cap?.  W.  Mealcy,  to  be 

major,  capt.  lieut.  J.  Hickes,  to  he  capt. 

Lieut.    R.    Seward,    to   be    capt.  lieut. 

Ensign  T.  Lloyd,  to  be  lieut. 
lo&oay.    Major  J.  C.Sheen,  to  be  lieut.  col* 


5tli  Reg.  N.  I.  Capt.  F.  W.  Gifford,  to  b« 
mujor.  Capt.  lieut.  N.  Allen,  to  be  capt. 
Lieut.  A.  Gibson,  to  be  capr.  4icut. 
Ensign  S.  Long,  to  be  lieut.  Ensign  T. 
Stewart,  to  be  lieut,  Capt.  J.  Mayne,  to 
be  assistant  quarter  master  gen.  Capt.  W. 
Burke,  to  be  major  of  brigade,  at  Poona. 

7th  reg.  N.  L  Capt.  lirut.  W.  Swaync,  to 
be  capt.  Lieut.  J.  Mayne,  to  be  capt. 
lieut.  Lieut.  E.  Walker,  to  be  lieut. 
Capr.  lieut.  J.  Mayne,  to  be  capt.  Lieut. 
P.  Delamotte,  to  be  capt.  lieut.  Lieat. 
E.  M.  Wood,  to  be  lieut.  Lieut.  F. 
Roome,  to  be  lieut.  Capt.  lieut.  P.  Del* 
amotte,  to  be  capt.  Capt.  lieut.  T.  Bur- 
ford,  to  be  capt.  Capt.  lieut.  J.  M.  V. 
Grant,  to  be  capt.  Lieut.  H.  rottinger, 
to  be  lieut.  Capt.  lieut.  T.  Burford,  to  be 
capt.  Cape  lieut.  G*  Brookes,  to  be 
cap^ 
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CEYLON  CIVIL  APPOINTMENTS. 


1810. 


January. 
J.     Richardson,    Esq.    head  civil    scrranty 

Trincomallcc. 
E.  Tolfrcy,  Esq.  judge  ai  Gallc, 
H.  Sneyd,  EUq.  collector  at  Manar. 
I-  Gav,  Esq.  collector  at  Galle. 
W.  Granville,  Esq.  custom  master  at  Jaft- 

napatam. 
J.  B.  Nare3,  Esq.  first  issistant  to  the  poy- 

macter  general,  &c. 
W.  Greensladei,  Esq.  sd  assistant,  ditto. 
C.  Scott,  Esq.  assisunt  to  the  commiMioDers 

of  revenue. 

February. 
A.  Hijrh,  Esq.   to  be  deputy  inspector  of 

Hospital  s. 

March.  " 
"idajoT  Edwards,  to  be  private  secretary  to  bii 

excellency  the  governor. 


T.  Maion,  Eiq.  garrison  store  keeper,  Co* 
lumbo. 

May, 
J.  Sutherland,  Esq.  to  be  assistant  in  the  chief 
secretary's   oiBce  in    the  judicial  depart- 
ment, &c.  A.  Bartolacci,  esq.  to  be.civil 
auditor,  pro  tempore. 

November. 
J.  Gay,  Esq.  collector  of  Galle,  to  act  u 

deputy  secretary  to  govemmept. 
W.  Grcnville,  Esq.  custom  master  of  Jaffiaa, 

to  act  as  collector  of  Galle. 
W.  Greenslade,  Esq.  ist  assistant  in  the  se* 

creiary's  office,  to  aa  as  custom  master  of 

Jaffna. 
D.  Surkr,  Em.  to  act  at  tst  assistant  in  the 

secretary's  office. 


CEYLON  MILITARY  PROMOTIONS. 


1810. 


igth  Reg.     Lieut.  R.  B.  Duke,  to  be  adjt. 
Hospital  mate  J.    Leath,    to  be  assistant* 
surgeon. 

.    April. 

Jpth  Foot.  Ensign  J.  Knox,  from  52d  foot, 
to  be  lieut.  Lieut.  J.  Wilson,  from  5ftd 
foot,  to  be  lieut.  Ensign  K.  Cormack, 
from  North  York  militia,  to  be  ensign* 

66ih  Fooi^  Mjjor  J.  P.  Murray,  to  be  licut.- 
col.  Lieut.  J.  Butcher,  to  be  capt.  To 
be  lieuis.  Ensign  J.  Lystcr,  ensign  Lam- 
brctcht,  ensign  H.  Morgan,  ensign  J.  P. 
Rose.  To  be  ensigns.  Ensign  S.  Burkeley, 
from  the  African  corps,  J.  C.  Preston, 
gent.  G.  Walker,  gent.  W.  Coulter,  gent. 
J.  Usher,  gent.  H.  Young,  gent.  A. 
Warren,  gent. 

td  Ceylon  Reg.  Cajit.  J.  Armstrong,  to  be 
maior. 

66th  Regt.  end  lieut.  T.  Moffatt,  to  be  lieut. 

ist  Ceylon  Reg.  —  Gahagan,  gent,  tobe  ed 
lieut.  Serjeant-major  R.  Thomas,  from 
the  8o(h  re g.  to  be  cd  lieut. 

3d  Ceylon  Reg.  P.  R.  Shordiich,  gent,  to 
be  ad  lieut. 

jgth  Reg.  Major  Chaplain,  from  the  ed 
Ceylon  regt.  to  be  major. 

t9ib  Foot.    Capt.  A.  I^wrence,to  be  major. 


Lieut.  J.  A.  Anderson, to  he  capt.  Lieut. 
G.  Stewart,  to  be  capt.  To  be  lieutenants. 
Second  lieut.  P.  C.  Lam  phi  re,  from  the  3d 
Ceylon,  second  lieut.  R.  McDonald,  frofld 
the  sd  Ceylon  reg.  lieut.  W.  Thome, 
from  the  84th  foot,  ensign  J.  MacLean, 
ensign  J.  Bagnett,  ensign  J.  Duncan, 
ensign  E.  Tubbs,  from  the  56ih  foot, 
ensign  G.  L.  Hallilay,  from  the  Tih  gar- 
rison bal.  ensign  V.  Raymond.  To  be 
ensigns  ;  J.  Mac  Donald,  gentleman, 
J.  B,  Edensor,  gent.  D.  Campbell*  geot. 
H.  Woodward,  gem. 
66ih  Foot.  Lieu  I. -colonel  J.  Colbouroe, 
from  the  5th  garrison  bat.  to  be  lieut. -col. 
To '  be  captains :  Lieut.  J.  Jordoo,  lieut. 
J.  H.  Ellis,  lieut.  A.  Bulstrode,  from  iht 
3d  foot,  Capt.  W.  Ferns,  from  the  jih 

Sarrisonbat.  To  be  lieutenants:  Ensign 
L.  C.  C.  Woean,  from  the  67ih  foot, 
second,  L.  T.  Moffat,  from  the  1st  Ceylon, 
rcgt.ensign  J.  Clarke,  ensign  C.  McCarthy, 
ensign  J.  Codd,  ensign  F.  Hand,  ejisign  C. 
J.  Fox,  ensign  R.  H.  Rcardon,  from  ihc 
82d  foot.  To  be  ensigns :  lieur.  J.  Kay, 
from  the  Donegal  militia,  T.  Charleston, 
gent.  A.  NicoUs,  gent*  W.  Kiogsmill, 
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^«K.  H.  E.  Hcnd'c,  genr.  J,  Dowling, 
jicnt.  J.  Garttio,  gem.  A.  Hrownr,  gent. 
Astistant  surgeoo*  J.  ,Wardell,  from  the 
,57  (h  foot  t(i  be  surgeon. 

8t,th  Foot.    Capt.  R.  Butler,  to  be  major. 

'  Capt.  J.  Grant,  from  tbc  86ib  foot,  to  be 

nwjor.     Lieut.  R.  C.  Rose,  to  be  capi. 

Cipt.  J.  H.  Peel,  from  tbc  ist  Dragoon 

guards,  to  be  capt.     Ensign  T.  Podmore, 

.  tobclieat.  Lieut.  J.  Hewson.  from  half 
pay  of  tbc  io^xh  re^.  C.  McKenzie,  gent. 
K)  be  ensign.  Assistant  surgeoDi  T.  Gor- 
don, from  the  91st  foot,to  be  surgeon.  Hos- 
pital mate  M.  Dulf  an>  to  be  assist,  surgeon. 

1st  Ceylon  Reg.  Lieut.  R.  Coxoii  to  be 
capt.  Capt.  J.  Blankenberg,  from  the  3d 
Ceylon*  regt.  to  be  capt.  to  be  1st  lieut.  2d 
Iteut.  S.  Moffist. 

To  be  2d  lieutenants;  C.  G.  Blacken- 
bcrg,  gent.  H.  J.  D.  Cooruync,  gent. 
As&isunt  surgeon  M.  Hai^,  fiom  the  34th 
foot  to  be  surgeon. 

«d  Ceylon  Reg.  Second  lieat.  C.  Christian, 
from  the  3d  Ceylon  rcg.  Second 
licut.  W.  Tranchell,  to  be  ditto.  Second 
]ieur.  P.  Edward,  from  the  3d  Ceylon  rcg. 
to  be  1st.  lieu&     C.  W.  L.  Roberu,  geut. 


to  be  fid  lieut.    Assistant  surgeon  H.  Mai^ 
shall, from  the  R9thfoot,io  be  assist.surgeon. 

3d  Ceylon  Rep.  Major  J.  Maitland,  to  be 
licuf^col.  Capt.  A.  Johnstone,  to  be 
msjot.  Lii'ut.  P.  Pcck'ham,  to  be' cape. 
Capr.  A.  Alexander,  from  the  igih  foot, 
to  be  capt*  Capt.  M.  Prayer,  from  the 
ist  Ceylon  reg.  Capt.  G.  Srcwart,  from 
the  191  h  foot,  to  be  capr.  Capt.  W.  E. 
Frye,  from  the  56ih  froi,  to  be  capt. 
Second  lieut.  W.  Black,  to  be  1st  lieut. 
Second  lieut.    J.   Bell,  to  be    1st   lieut. 

Serjeant  major Legcr,  liom  the  67th 

loot  to  be  second  lieut. 
July. 

Major  C.  Kd wards,  to  be  as&istant  adjutant 
gen.  Mjjor  McNabb.  to  be  military  sec. 
to  lieut. .>;en.Maitland.  Major  Hankey,  to 
act  as  deputy  auarter-master);en.  Licut.-coi. 
Campbell,  4th  Ceylon  reg  to  act  as  drpuiy 
adjutant  gen.  Capt.  Hook,  2d  Ceylon 
reg.  to  be  military  secretary  to  brigadier 
gen.  Wilton.  Capt.  Anderson,  iptb  reg. 
IS  appoirited  to  the  command  of  the  fort 
and  garrison  of  Calpenteen.  Capt.  Coxon, 
H.  M.'s  1st  Ceylon  reg.  to  be  aid-dc-camp 
to  his  excellency  the  governor. 


BENGAL  MARRIAGES. 


1810. 


January.— Capt.  W.  Shea,  of  H.  M. 
I4tb  foot,  to  Miu  Middleton.  Mr.  H. 
Peacock,  to  Min  A.  McQuillin.  Mr.  J. 
Hefferman,  to  Miss  A.  Godrio.  Mr.  J. 
D.  C.  Suaris,  to  Miss  J.  ThoraioQ.  Mr. 
F.  Coates,  to  Miss  M*  Maodcri.  J.  Mil- 
lioy  esq.  to  Miss  E.  Mastenon. 

February.— Mr.  E.  Muiphy,  to  Mrs. 
£,  Pratt.  Mr.  I.  Le  Brow,  to  Miss  M. 
JLemabel.  J.  Nlellis,  esq.  A.  S.  to  Miss 
£.  Matterson.  Mr.  C.  Moore,  to  Miss 
D.  Smith.  Mr.  T.  W.  Phillips,  to  Miss 
A.  Savi.  Mr.  A.  Binney,  to  Miss  M.  A. 
Stone.  Col.  H.  Webber,  6th  reg.  N.  I. 
to  Miss  E.  L.  L'Ecolcr.  Mr.  G.  Yarrow, 
to  Miss  M.  Parkit.  Mr.  U.  Frederick,  to 
Miss  J.  D*Crui2.  Mr.  T.-Solminhae,  to 
Miss  C.  Hartley.  Mr.  C.  Diggcl,  to  Miss 
M.  lyRozario.  Mr.  J.  D.  D'Amballe, 
u>  Mrs.  M.  Filix.  Mr.  T.  Ridcsut,  to 
Mist  E.  Rodrigoes.  F.  mrars,  esa.  to 
Mitt  Rozalia  de  Abreu.  Mr.  J.  Doyle,  to 
Mist  M.  Mac'Dooald.  Mr.  J.  Esau«  to 
Mist  D.  Lucat. 

March.— R.  Even,  esq.  to  Miss  Cruten- 
(ka.  S.  Nation,  esq.  to  Mist  M.  A.  Bra- 
dy. Rev.  J.  Paraon,  to  Miss  Hardwicke. 
Mr.  S.  Cameron,  to  Miss  J.  Bradberry. 
Mr.  T.  Graham,  to  Miss  S.  Onion>  Mr. 
P.  Coonsel,   to  Mits  S.  Pickerin.    Mr. 


W.  Walker,  to  Miss  M.  Aitcnbore.    Mr. 
E.  H.  PhiUipt,  to  MistE.  Farell.    Capt. 
A.   Graham,  to   Milt  H.  Bccher.     Mr. 
T.  TempUtou,  to  Mist  A.  Dotbv.    Claud  > 
Russel,  esq.  C.  S.  to  Miss  C  Grant. 

April.— Mr.  J.  B.  De  Vciiger,  to  Miss 
E.  L*Hirondefie.     Mr.  Harrison,  to  Mist 

.  Shaw.  Mr.  R.  Simpson,  to  Miss  B. 
Siatham.  Capt.  A.  Glass,  to  Mist  A. 
JLeal.  Mr.  J.  G.  Phillips,  to  Miss.  E. 
Lally.  Mr.  R.  Williams,  to  Miss  L. 
Scott.  Mr.  R.  Davis,  to  Miss  S.  Glass. 
Mr.  T.  Home,  to  Miss  S.  Madlcy.  Mr.  , 
H.  Hastings,  to  Mist  M.  Double.  Mr. 
L.  H.  Harvey,  to  Mist  Dickson.  Mr.  J. 
James,  to  Miss  Tones. 

M4Y.— Mr.  T.  W.  Jones  to  Mrs.  Dalton. 
Mr.  C.  M.  Davifs  to  Miss  F.  Debrosses. 
Mr.  J.  Thompson  to  Miss  M.  Peredic. 
Mr.  Curreu  to  Miss  R.  Leach.  The 
honourable  G.  Elliot,  Captain  in  the 
royal  navy,  and  second  son  of  the 
right  hoBonrable  the  governor  general,  to 
Miss  ElJEa  Cecilia  Ness.  T.  Watts,  esq. 
of  the  honourable  company's  C.  S.  to 
Miss  C.  Oastiug. 

June.— Lieut.  Tiekell,  of  the  8th  N.  L 
to  Miss  M.  Morris,  Lieat.  C.  W.  Bur- 
ton, of  the  8tb  Reg.  N.  L  to  Mitt  M.  A. 
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Gilchrist  Mr.  T.  Packer,  to  MissE.  Ver- 
booD.  Mr.  J.  Oranenbiirgb,  to  Miss 
E.  D'Moyrah.  Mr.  Geo.  Denham, 
Mariner,  to  Miss  A.  E.  Rcbeiro.  Mr.  N. 
Miller  to  Miss  E.  Robertson.  <  Mr.  J. 
Mackel  to  Miss  M.  Simpson, 

July. — Mr.  D.  Tate,  to  Miss  M.  Sawyer. 
The  Hon.  H.  T.  Colebroke,  to  Miss 
Wilkinson.  Mr.  J.  jMorris,  to  Miss  C. 
E.  Fitzroy.  M.  H.  TumbuU,  esq.  C.  S. 
to  Miss  E.  A.  Coivin.  Mr.  k.  Nighland, 
to  Mrs.  E.  Hartley.  Mr.  W.  Jenkins  to 
Miss  S.  Twalling.  Mr.  E.  G.  Manini, 
to  Miss  E.  Phipps.  Mr.  C.  Bowman,  to 
Mrs.  Sawver.  M.  Mannook,  esq.  to  Miss 
A.  C.  George.  Mr.  N.  Miller,  to  Miss 
E  Robertson.  Mf.  J.  M'Kail  to  Miss  M. 
Simpson. 

August.— Lient.  H.  E.  G.  Cooper,  I6th  N, 
I.  to  MissC.  Wiggins.  A.  F.  Tytler,  esq. 
C.  S.  to  Miss  E.  Colin.  Lieut.  R.  Hodg- 
kinson,  M.  E.  to  Miss  Athanas. 

September.— Mr.  W.  Hfiine,  to  Miss  A. 
Doughty.  Ensign.  A.Harvey,  4th  N.I. 
to  MissS.  Francis.  G.  Mercer,  esq.  to 
Miss  Rcid.  J.  M*Wherter,  esq.  to  Miss 
H.  A.  Reid. 

October.— R.  Thackeray,  esq.  C.  S.  to 
Miss  A.  Beecber.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Sanford, 
19th  N.  I.  to  Miss  E.  Brietzeke.  Mr. 
P.  L.  Peterson,  to  Miss  J.  M.  Gieslcr. 
Mr.  T.  Austin,  H.  C.  M.  to  Miss  A. 
M'Rintosh.  Mr.  T.  TomUn,  to  MissE. 
Lockhait. 

I<^ovL-MBBR. — J.  Smith,  es^.  to  Miss  Jes- 

sup.  /A.  Ross,  esq.  to  Miss  M.  A.  Gow>. 

^        an.  |Alr.  T.  S.  Jones,  to  Mrs.  M.  Knox. 

December.— Mr.  H.  Johnson,  to  Miss 
Derozio  Capt.  R.  Allan,  to  Miss  C. 
Townsbend.  A.  G.  I.  Tod,  esq.  to  Miss 
C.  Machore.  Lieut.  G.  Waite,  Sifnd  N.  I. 
to  Miss  J.  L.  Kiemander.  Capt  J.  W. 
Taytor,  to  Miss  E.  Gould.  Mr.  J.  Rich- 
ardson,  to  Miss  H.  Coss.  Mr.  M.  Cock- 
|mm,  to  MiM  J.  HawUns.    Lieut.  W. 


Sirrigbt,  8th  N.  C.  to  Mits  A.  MtrtifiM]* 
Mr.  J.  Jones,  to  Miss  H.  Insbaw.  Major 
A.  Francis,  3rd  N.  I.  to  Miss  A  L'Hero*- 
deil.  W.  Thomas,  esq.  to  Miss  Hogg. 
C.  Phannoos,  Esq.  to  Miss  M.  L.  Johan- 
nes. Capt.  J.  H.  Brown,  to  Mrs.  P. 
Rogers.  R.  Dcnnison,  esq.  to  Miss  K. 
Monro.  C.  Trower,  esq.  to  Miss  A.  C. 
Erskine.  Mr.  L.  Deianongerede,  to 
Miss.  M.  De  Conto.  Mr.  R.  Chase,  to 
Miss  Aratoon.  B.  Loftie,esq.  Surgeon^ 
to  Miss  L.  Baffles.  Sir  J.  Newbolt,  to 
Miss  Blenkinsop. 

January,  1B11. — W.Fane,ei€|.  to  Miss  L. 
H.  Dashwood.  W.  B.  Goraon,  esq.  to 
Miss  M.  Crommeline.  Mr.  T.  Hart,  to 
Miss  J.  Forsyth.  Mr.  J.  Roossean,  to 
MissJ.  Hayer.  Lieut.  £.  Craigie;  «4th 
N.  L  to  Miss  Mansan.  Major  G.  H» 
Fagan,  to  Miss  H.  S.  Lawtie.  Lieiit  W. 
Gates,  KtliN.C.  to  Miss  M.  Ferryman. 
Mr.  J.  Mercado  to  Mi«s  C.  Mefanda. 
Mr.J.C.  Willerton,  to  Miss  M.Taylor. 
Mr.  G.  Bowers,  to  Miss  A.  Mc  Pherson, 
Mr.  N.  Budge,  to  Mies  A.  Lesco.  J. 
Hunter,  esq.  to  Miss  E.  Jennings.  Mr.  T. 
Mac  Cauly,  to  Mrs.  M.  Harris*.  Mr.  J. 
S.  Adams  to  MissJ.  Adams.  Lieut.  A. 
R.Gale,Adjt.  U.  M.  I7th  reg.  of  foot, 
to  Miss  D.  Oyly. 

February. — Lieut.  J.  Ramsay, ?ist  N.  I. 
to  Miss  E.  Hunter.  C.  Stuart,  esq.  to 
Miss  Savi.  Sir  W.  G.  Kier,  Knight,  to 
Miss  R.  Jackson.  Ensign  T.  Haslem,  to 
Miss  PyetSnot  Mr.  J.  De  Sooga,  to 
Miss  J.  Andeison.  Mr.  J.  Browne  to 
Miss  M.  Guthrie.  J.  H.  Furgusson,  esq. 
to  Miss  Petrie.  M^jor  J.  Johnson,  to 
Miss  E.  Hewett.  J.  Inglis,  esq.  to  Miss 
C.  Chdpman.  J.  Pattle,  esq.  to  Miss 
Dc  L'Etang.  J.  Coverdale,  esq.  to  Miss 
J.  Speak.  A.  L.  Baretto,  esq.  to  Miss 
J.  Vrignon.  Lieut.  W.  Clarke,  to  Miss 
A.  Wiison.  Mr.  G.  A.  C.  Moratcau,  U 
Miss  A.  M.  Moses. 


BENGAL  BIRTHS. 


1810. 


January.— Lady  of  Hcut.  J«  P.  Knoir, of 
a  son.  Lady  of  captain  J.  Stuan  Schncll, 
of  a  ton.  Lady  of  beat.  J.  Gcrrard, 
sd  N.  L  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  H.  Orde,  of 
•  son.   Lady  of  col.  Dalrymple,  b'^  majes- 

J's  ssd  regiment,  of  a  daughter.     Lady  of 
Pluskcr,  Esq.  of  a  daughtcf.     Lady  of 
cape.  B.  Morris,  of  a  son.    Mrs.  M.  D.  G. 
Binney,  of  a  son. 
February.— Ladv of  W.  Steer,  Esq.  of  a 
daughter.   Lady  of  J.  Cibbgoi  £i^.ofa 


daughter.  Mrs*  S.  Dyce,  of  a  daoghter. 
Lady  of  brigade-major  Bristow,  of  a  daugh- 
ter. Lady  of  licut.  G.  Warden,  ^ih  regi- 
ment N.  L  of  a. son.  Mrs.  Scb»tino,oca 
daughter.  Lady  of  Itcut.  C.  J.  Doven* 
tan,  of  twins,  girls*  Mrs.  Edmonds,  of  a 
son.  Lady  of  capt.  J.  Canning,  of  a  daugh- 
(tr.  Mrs.  J.  Grecnwayy  of  a  son.  Mrs* 
B.  Saunders,  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  Bie,  of 
a  son.  Mrs.  G«  Chcucr,  of  a  daughter. 
Mn.iiYgung|Of awa*    Mn^D. Dff« 
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liog,  of  a  SOD.  Mrs.  R.  Downi^,  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  capt.  Smith,  bis  maicsty'a  S2d  re- 
giment, of  a  son.  Mrs.  1.  Wemys,  of  a 
son.     Lady  of  m^or  R.  Houston,  of  a  son. 

MARCH.^Mn.  Turabiill,  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  T.  Yeld,  Esq.  of  a  sod.  Lady  of 
licut.  £.  Browne,  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  W. 
Augustus,  of  a  dau^ter.  Lady  of  £.  R- 
BarwelL  of  a  son.  Lady  of  A.  H.  Alex. 
andcr,  Elsq.ofadauf;hter.  Madame  Lape, 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  A.  Davidson, 
Esq.  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  Kramer,  of  a 
ion.  Lady  of  the  Rev.  W.  More,  of  a 
daughter. 

April.— Lady  of  J.Orr,  Esq.  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  E.  StrettelT,  Esq.  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  P.  Ouplessy,  Esq.  of  a  daughief. 
Lady  of  Comet  Sanbolf,  his  majesty's  24th 
light  dragoons,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  J. 
Ephraim,  Esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  major- 
gcn.  Fuller,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  Morill,  of 
twinti  a  boy  and  a  girl.  Lady  of  liem. 
€rram,  19th  N.  1.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  capt. 
F.T.  Lund,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  capr. 
Alexander,  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  Baiandrao, 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  lieut.  Dickson, 
8th  light  dragoons,  of  a  son.  Lady  of  W. 
Trower,  Esq.  of  a  son.  Mrs.  D.  Skinner, 
of  a  son.  Kirs.  S.  Tottie,  of  a  son.  Lady 
y,  of  J.  French,  Esq.  C  S.  of  a  son. 
T\ILk\, — Lady  of  capt.  J.  W.  Mc  Grcgor, 
fid  N.  I.  of  a  son  Lady  of  lirut.  Mc 
Leod,  engineers,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  M.  Le 
Bland,  oT a  daughter.  Lady  of  capt.  Fer- 
ris, artillery,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Sand- 
ford,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  M.  Hickmany  of  a 
•on.  Lady  of  J.  Gai  landers,  Esq.  of  a 
daughter.  Lady  of  licut.  Tritton,  of  the 
84tb  light  dragoons*  of  a  daughter.  Lady 
of  W.  Adamson,  Esq.  of  a  daughter.  Mrs. 
K*  Evans,  of  a  son.  Lady  of  H.  I.  Fiel- 
.lerup,  Esq.  of  a  daughter. 

Juke. — Lady  of  licut.  and  adjt.  Kennedy, 
of  the  5(h  regiment,  N.  C.  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  ot  H.  T.  Travers,  Esq.  of  adaughiei*. 
Mrs.  ).  Penroux,  of  a  daughter.  L^ly  of 
capt.T.  Rosi,  of  the  brig  Industry,  of  a 
•on.  Mrs.  R.  Wyatt,  of  a  daughter. 
L*ady  of  cape.  T.  Watson,  of  a  daughter, 
l^adyofcapt.  Johnston,  2d  cavalry,  of  a 
daughter.     Mrs.  Wearty,  of  a  daugnicr. 

J0  L Y. — Mrs.  H.  dc  Sonza,  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  R.  K.  Dick,  Esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of 
capt.  SheiwooJ,  artinerv,  of  ason.  Lady 
of  G.  Blagravc,  Esq.  C.  S.  of  a  daughter. 
Mrs.  Christiana,  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  P. 
Kead»of  a  son.  Lady  of  J.  Pakner,  Esq. 
of  a  daochter.  Lady  of  E.  J.  Pendingtoo, 
Esq.  ofa  son.  Mrs.  B.  Rogers,  of  a 
daughter.  Lady  of  J.  Fullerioo,  Esq.  of 
a  daughter.  Lady  of  capt.  H.  P.  Davies, 
iiib  N.  L  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  E. 
Brigbtmore,  Esq.  of  a  daughter*  Lady  of 
H.  Wood,  Esq.  C.  S.  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  Mr.  G  Maxwell,  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  major  J.  L.  Richardson,  of  a 
dangbteff    Mis.  Robens,  of  a  daughter. 

AvGUS^.'— Lady  of  capt*  H^  Finch,  of  « 


daughter.  Lady  of  the  Rev. W.  Ea]fs,of 
a  daughter.  Lady  of  G.  A.  D.  Dyce, 
Esq.  M  a  son.  Mrs.  Stanbury,  of  a  son. 
Mrs.  J.  Berry,  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  B« 
Rogers,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  capt.  A. 
Puncan,  ofa  son.  Mrs.  £.  Lawrie,  of  a 
daughter.  Lady  of  R.  Richardson,  Esq. 
of  a  son.      Mrs.   M.  Arthur,  of  a  son* 

September. — Lady  of  G.  Tyiler,  of  a 
daughter.  Lady  Herroctton,  of  a  son. 
Mrs.  E .  C.  Urguhant,  of  a  son.  Lady  of 
A.  Ogilvy,  Esc].  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of 
capt.  Owen,  of  his  majesty's  Syih  regiment, 
of  a  daughter. 

Ocf  OBER.—Thc  bon.  Mn.  Elliott,  of  a 
daughter.  Lady  of  T.  Jackson,  Esq.  bia 
majesty's  14th  reeiment,  of  a  daughter* 
Lady  of  col.  J,  S.  Wood,  his  majesty's  8th 
light  dragoons,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of 
licut.-col  Loveday,  of  a  daughter.  Lady 
of  J.  D.  Alexander,  Exq.  of  a  daughter. 

November.— Lady  of  L.  A.  Ihvison, 
Esq.  of  a  son.    Lady  of  A.  Pecira,  Esq 


of  a  son.    Lady  of  capt.  S.  Nation,  ofa 

Lady     -^    ~  -  ^ 

son.    Lady  prcapt.^  B.  Fergusson,  of  a 


son.    Lady 


Richardson,   Esq.  of  a 


son.  Lady  of  R.  R.  Stubbs,  E^k].  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  lieut.  R.  Roche,  a^th  regiment, 
N.  I.  ofa  daughter.  Lady  of  C.  Bayley, 
Esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  lieut.  W.  DicK- 
ton,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  G.  Murray, 
Esq.  of  a  son. 
December.— Lady  of  J. Lumsden,  Esq. 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  major  Mulier,  ofa 
son.  Ladv  of  capt.  Taylor,  mil.  sec.  of  a 
son.  Mrs.  J.  Hogbes,  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  J .  Cona  r,  Esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of 
capt.  W.  Barker,  21st  N.  L  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  capt.  A.  Grapan,  anillcry,  ofa  son* 
Lady  of  J.  Pcreira,  artillery,  of  a  daugh- 
ter. Lady  of  O.  Bie,  Esq.  ofa  daughter. 
Lady  of  lieut  J.  Arrom,  ofa  son.  Lady 
of  capt.  G.  buher,  of  a  son.  Lady  of 
capt.  J.  Jones,  71  h  N.  C.  of  a  son.  Lady  • 
01^  —  Btnnt,  Esq.  of  a  daughter.  Mrs. 
Brant,  of  ason.  Lady  ot  l>r.  Millis,  of 
a  son.  Lady  of  lirut.  P.  Barlow,  of  bit 
majesty's  Xsd  repiment,  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  captain  J^dlow,  of  a  daughter. 
Mrs.  J.  Carlow,  of  a  son.  Lady  of  capt. 
Blankenhagcn,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of 
W.  It  B.  Bennett,  Esq.  ofa  sOn.  Lady 
of  Sir  T.  Ramsay,  Bart,  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  oi  R.  C.  Binnt,  Esq.  of  a  son. 
Lady  o/f  J.  Crump,  EUq.  of  a  daaghter. 
Lady  of  R.  Kven,  £aq.  of  a  son.  Mrs. 
D.  Dambail,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  T. 
W.  PhilH^s.  Esq.  ofa  son.  Mrs.  £.  HoU 
lingbury,  or  a  son.  Mrs.  H.  Martindell, 
of  a  SOD.  Lady  of  capt.  Moor,  of  his 
miycsty's  14th  regiment,  ofa  sea.  Mrs. 
Chew,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  Macklin,  ofa 
daughter.  Lady  of  K.  P.  Ochterlony, 
Esq.  of  a  daugliter.  Lady  fsi  Dr. 
James  Meib,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  Smeth- 
nrst,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  S.  Jones^  of  a 
son.  Mrs.  A.  NichoJls,  of  a  son.  Mrs. 
£.  Jobasoo,  of  a  son.    J>dy  of  T.  Mala* 
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waring.  Esq.  of  a  danghter.  Lady  of 
capt.  Micliell,  of  art.  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  J.  M.  Sinclair,  Ej*q.  of  a  daugh- 
ter. Mrs.  G.  A.  Howf,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  F. 
,Derozio,  of  a  daughter. 
jANtiAUY,  l»il.— Lady  of  G.  P.  RicVet^, 
Esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  major  O^HaU 
laran  of  a  son.    Mrs.Harton,  of  a  daugh- 


ter. Mrs.  C.  M.  Daries,  of  a  daughter. 
Mrs.  Rawlins,  of  a  danghter.  Lady  of 
v..  W.  Stevr,  Esq.  of  a  son,  Lady  of  G. 
Udny.  £f>q.  of  a  daughter.  Ladyeflieat, 
K.  Gwatkius,  of  a  son. 
February.— Lady  of  lient.G.  Nicholetts, 
of  a  SOD.  Lady  of  capt.  Piercy,  his  ma- 
jesty's   55d    regimen^  of  a    davg^ter. 


BENGAL  DEATHS. 


1810. 


January.— C.  W«tern»  esq.  Lieut.  P. 
Cockburn,  H.  M.  22nd  foot.  Major  T. 
Evans,  find  bat.  i^th  reg.  N.  I.  MiM  E. 
Kirkpatrick.  Mrs.  A.  M.  Bell.  H.  Lou- 
der, esq.  surgeon.  Lady  of  W.  H-  Ro- 
benson,  esq.  surgeon,  26th  reg.  N.  1. 
P.  Dusar(y  esq.  Mrs.  R.  Inghs.  Major 
J.  Thornton,  4ih  N.  1.  Capt.  W.  Hes- 
for,  yih  N.  L  Canr.  J.  Wales,  marine 
surveyor  general.  Mr.  H.  Brown,  quarfer- 
inaster  of  H.  M.*s  mh  reg.  cavalry.  Mrif 
R.  inglis.  Major  J.  Thornton,  4th  N. 
L  Mrs.  T.  J.Mcicalf.  Mr.  Baggoit. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Robertson.  H.  Harris,  esq. 
C.S. 

February  .—Capt.  J.  Wmlef,  Bombay  ma- 
rine- Gipt.^  W.  Slcisor,  7ih  regiment, 
N.  L  Major  George  Benson.  Edward 
D.  Paris,  esq.  H.  Brown,  esq.  H.  M.'s 
34th  reg.  Licot.  S.  Woolley.  Lieut.  W. 
H.  Dixon,  ist  bat.  <)ih  rtg.  N.  L  Sir 
A.  Sctoo,  bart.  P.  Moir,  esq.  Mr.  A. 
Gamboe.  C.  DeVrinna,  esq.  Miss  A. 
G.  D'Soura.  Miss  E.  Purchase.  Mr. 
T.Lloyd.    Mr«.J.  Fluskcr.     J.  J.  Pender- 


Seal  Ion. 
C.S. 


,  Breton.  —  Graham,  esq. 


groot,    esq.    Mr.  C.  Rordam.    Mrs.  L. 
•  MissM.  ~ 

Ma  r  c  h.  Lady  of  capt.  J.  Gibbs.  J.  J.  B. 
Proby«esq.  J.S.  Smith,  esq.  Mr.  C.  Ladd, 
Mr.  R.  Lister.  Mrs.  R.  Douceit.  Mr. 
A-  Joas.  Capt.  J.  Williams.  Capt. 
Lenon.  Mr.  Campbell.  Major  B.  L. 
'  Grenior,  iQth  N.  L  Ensign  Plavfair,  24tb 
N.  L  Capt.  J.  Campbell,  H.  Kl.'s  84ih 
reg. 

A  P  R I L.— -Mr .  R.  Lester.  Jamsejec  Cook- 
gee.  James  Reid,  esq.  Captain  James 
/V^illiami.  R.  Ander&om  esq.  surgeon.. 
Lieut.  J.  Patterson,  I4tb  N.  1.  Mr.  W. 
Downes.  Miss  Shand*  Miss  M.  Stewart. 
Mr.  R.  Williams. 

May. — Mr.  J.  Clisson,  Capt.  R.  Campbell, 
country  service.  Mr.  J.  G.  Hubcr.  Mr. 
W.  Howdco.  Mrs.  A.  Riley.  Mr.  A, 
Raitt.  ]ktr.  £*  Pocock.  Mr.  H.  A. 
<2qu1oq* 


agee 
Wil 


June. — Capt.  J.,  Duolop,  country  aerrice 
£.  P.  Middleton.  esq.  Gapt.  Reddish,  id- 
valids.  H.  Coaran,  esq.  cape.  P.  Fergus* 
son,  country  service. 

July.— Capt.  A.  Wallace,  H.  M.'s  58* 
reg.  ^  S.  Penny,  esq.  superintcDding  sor* 
geon.  Mr.  W.  Lambert.  J.  Huoicr,  esq. 
C.  S.  Mr.  R.  Lambole,  ship  Charhoo, 
Mrs.  M.  Gibson.  L.  Dt  Breuys,  esq.  Mr- 
V.  Castcllo.  W.  Ewer,  esq.  Mrs.  F. 
Ovcrce.  Mr.  W.  Browne.  Lieut.  H. 
Herring,  H.  M.*s  671  h  reg.  Mr.  B.  • 
Knox.  Mr.  R.Kinlock.  Mr.  J.  Guthrie. 
Mr.  D.  Marguard,  aged  yZf 

August. — Miss  fil.  Gibson.  Mr.  J.  An- 
drews. T.  Evans,  esa,  C.  S.  Capt.  H. 
Anderson,  Itth  N.  I.  Mr.  J.  Jonei^ 
Pilot  service. 

October. — G.  Saxon,  esq.  Lieut  R.  A. 
Guinaud,  Artillery.  Mrs.  Towers.  Lailr 
of  H.  T.  Travers,  esq.  C.  8.  Mr.  W. 
Robinson,  aged  71. 

November. — Mr.  J.  Harrison.  Mrs.  F. 
Maston.  Lieut.  G.  MaxweU,  $rd  N.  L 
Mr.  H.  Lyons,  Pensioner,  ^d  56. 
R.  Alexander,  esq.  Mrs.  J.  Graham. 
Mrs.  C.  Oilman.  Miss  J.  Fcetenby.  J» 
A.  Grant,  esq.  A.  Armstrong,  esq/assis- 
tant-snrgeon. 

December— Lady  of  R.  Jones,  esq.  Mr. 
J.  Swauster.  Mr.  J.  Harvey.  Mr.  T. 
RabaUy  supreme  court.  Mrs.  C.  Cane. 
Mr.  J.  Holland,  assistant-surgeon.  W. 
Roxborough,  esq.  Mr.  Alexander  Bruce. 
Mr.  R.  Williamson.  Mrs.  Watts.  Mr. 
D.Hooxenham.  Ensign  St  G.  Asbe  of 
the  drd  N.  I.  Lieut.  H.  Pench,  of  the 
J  3th  Reg.  N.  LLieut  H.  Monro.  H.  M's. 
R.  Reg.  Lieut  Cole.  E.  Clarke,  artil- 
lery,   lieut  H.  Finch.  ISth  Reg.  N.  L 

January,1811.— Mrs.  A.  Elias.  Count  A. 
Gika.  J.  F.  Hamilton  son  of  Sir  F.  Hamil- 
ton, Bart  M.  C.  D.  Mavrody.  Lady  of 
Capt  A.  Greene.  A.  Freet,  esq.  Maha 
rfgah  Sookmay  Roy,  he  died  po^saed  of 
50  Iacs  of  rupees.     Hon.  C.  A«  Bmct 
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P.  Innes,  esq.     Mr.  J.  Wade.    Mr,  H. . 
Hi^gkis.    Lady  of  N.  Aratooo,  esq. 
Fbbrcjary.  —  Miss    C  Bruce.    Capt.  H. 
King,  Country  service.    Capt.  J.  Kl'iott. 
Mf  •  J.  Le  CJerc,      Lieut  J.  Maxwell, 


H.M.  24th  Reg.  Mrs.  A.  Pereira.  Mrs. 
A.  E.  Pulin.  Mr.  S.  Hogland.  Mrs. 
Moram.  F.  F.  Gale.  T.  Raban,  esq« 
Capt.  MacdonoaU,H.M.  89tliEeg. 


MADRAS  MARRIAGES. 


1810. 


Jakuart. — W.  O.   Shakespeare,  esq.  to 

Miss  L.  C.  Maxtone.     Caotain  T.  W. 

Taylor,  his  majesty's  84th  lignt  dragoons,  to 

MissA.H.  Pciric. 
February.— Mr.  J.  Thackcr,  to  Miss  M. 

Read.    Mr.  R.  N.  Bcyts  to  Miss  A.  Lane. 

Lieutenant  -  colonel  H.  Webber  to  Miss 

E.  L.  L'Ecolier. 
March.— Mr.  W.   Warwick  to  Miss  S. 

Dunn.    Captain  H.    Douesper,  H.  M.'s 

69th   regiment,  to  Mrs.  £.  Wood.    Lieu- 
tenant G.   H.    Budd  to   Miss  £    Cole. 

C.  Currie,  esq.  to   Miss  C.  M.  Laidct. 

Mr.  A.  Slechcr  to  Miss  J.  J.  Vclge. 
April,— -George Arbuthnot,  esq.  to  Miss 

E  Eraser.    Quarter-roaster  J.  Rogers,  H. 

M.'s  85th   light  dragoons,    to    Mrs.    S. 

Purse; 
May.— Mr.  H.  Chapman  to  Miu   A.  M. 

Hall.     J.  Watts,  esq.  C.  S.  to  Miss  C. 

Garling. 
Ju  N B.— Lieutenant  J.  Bu  nside,  nth  N.  I. 

to  Miss  A.  Lang.       MrG.  Jefierson  to 

MissM.  Limb. 
July.— J.  Hepburn,  esq.  Q.  S.  to  Miw 

Bowness. 
August. — W.  Hawkey,  esq.  to  Miss  M. 

Ewart.     Captain  J.  Ives  to    Miss  W. 

Souttcn. 


$£  PTEM  B  £  R.— Mr.  Eglind  to  Miss  A.  Do- 
rand.  Captain  B.  O.  Loane,  H.  M.  Cey- 
lon regiment,  to  Miss  L.  D.  Jack. 

October.- Lieutenant  F.  G*  Wade, 
H.  M.*s  8Ath  light  dragoons,  to  Miss  M. 
EUison.  Colonel  Wood,  B.  S.to  Miss 
F.  V.  Remington.  Mr.  C.  Kcsselere  to 
Miss  M.  Brown.  G.  Baillie,  esq.  sur- 
geon, to  Miss  Webber.  Mr.  R.  Grordoa 
to  Miss  J.  Dobbin. 

November.  —  Colonel  R.  M.  Strange 
to  Miss  £.  M.  Hargrave.  Mr.  W.  Scott 
to  Miss  J.  Shepperd.  Captain  J.  Hale,  15th 
N.  I.  to  Miss  ¥.  Street. 

December. — Baron  Kutzlcben  to  Mrs. 
Woolmcr.  Mr.  J.  Martin  to  Miss  L. 
Fonseca. 

January,  1811.— J.  G>oke,  esq.  assistant 
surgeon,  to  Miss  A.  Kinchant.  Capuin 
D^  Mc'Leod,  his'majest^s  78th  regiment, 
to  Miss  L.  Bemers.  Major  J.  Humphries 
to  Miss  £.  Bamett.  Captain  C.  Elphiu- 
stone,  1st  battalion  8d  regiment,  to  Mist 
P.  M.  Welch,  eldest  daughter  of  major  J. 
Welch.       ' 

February.— Mr. J.  L.  Gotting  to  Miss 
T.  C.  Engel.  Mr.  G.  Robertson^  10 
MissM.  Cabau* 


MADRAS  BIRTHS. 


18  JO. 


January.  — Lady  of  J.  Anncsley,  esq. 
surgeon,  of  a  son.  The  lady  of  J.  Gol- 
die,  esq.  of  a  daughter.  The  lady  of  cap- 
tain Barrow,  his  majesty's  69th  regiment, 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  Strange  of  a  daugh- 
ter. The  lady  of  reverend  M.  Thompson 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  Lieatenaot-colo^ 
nel  Taylor  of  a  son. 

February.— Ladv  of  A.  Anstnither,esq. 
of  a  son.    Mrs.  Zschcrpel  of  a  daughter. 


Lady  of  AH.  KeIso,esq.  of  t  too.  Lady 
of  C.  Woodcock,  esq*  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  J.  Babington,  esq.  of  a  daughter.  Mrs. 
Sherman  of  a  son.  Lady  of  captain  £.  S. 
Stevenson,  his  majesty's  t^th  regiment  o£ 
a  son.  hiiiy  of  captain  G.  Waugb  of  a  son. 
March.— Lady,  of  lieutenant  A.  Tullob, 
fort  adjutant,  of  a  son.  Lady  of  licute^ 
nant  Power  of  a  sm.  Lad  v  of  Lieut.  Ruo- 
dle  of  a  ion.    Lady  of  W.  Chalmeit  of  • 
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dtngliter.     Ltdy  of  J«  A.  Neakrooocr, 
ciq.af  ifon. 

April. —  IMj  of  J.  Bird,  esq.  of  the 
H.  C*  civil  service,  cif  t  dauj^htcr.  Ladj 
of  A.  Woodcock,  ctq.  oTa  daughter. 
Lady  of  capuia  Yatet,  of  the  eoth  legi- 
meot  N.  L  of  a  ion.  Lady  of  lieutenant 
Savage  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  the  Re- 
verend C.  H.  Horet  of  a  aon*  Lady  of 
maior  MandeviUe  of  •  daughter.  Lady  of 
D.  Ncale,  eiq.  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of 
captain  H.  Yanle  of  a  daughter.  Lad|^ 
of  major  G.  R.  Kelly  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  aoistant  surgeon  Ford  of  a  son. 

May.— Lady  of  A.  Fakoocr,  eso.  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  W.T.  White,  esq.  of  a  daugh- 
ter. Lady  of  J.  Harris,  esq.  C.  S.  of  a 
daughter.  Ladv  of  lieutenant  -  colonel 
Munro,  of  a  (bugnter.  Lady  of  T.Lcfaucheur, 
esq.  of  Bon.  Lady  Mc  Naghten  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  G.  Brig^s,  esq.  of  i  daugh- 
ter. Lady  of  captain  Groube,  R«  N.  of 
•  son.  Lady  of  capuin  Broome,  H.  M.*s 
ttd  L.  D.  of  a  son.  Mrs.  Griffiths  of 
a  son.  Mrs.  Bruce  of  a  daughter.  Mrs. 
R.  Rhodes  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  Wbeeden, 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  W.  Cooke,  esq. 
of  a  stilV-bom  child.  Lady  of  lieutenant 
U.  Dixon,  19th  N.  I.  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  L  Irving,  esq.  A.  S.  of  a  daughter. 

JuNB.— La^  otW.  Hortman,  eso.  of  t 
daughter.  Lady  of  J.  R.  Stockdafe,  esq. 
of  a  son.  Lady  of  captain  Powell,  B. 
M.  of  twins.  Lady  of  G.  Rickcus,  esq. 
of  a  son. 

July. — Lady  of  lieutenant  T.  Macleane, 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  captain  J.  Sim- 
mons of  a  dau^ter.  Lady  of  lieutenant 
J.  W.  Mallaodine  of  a  son.  Lady  of 
ficateiBOt-coloiiel  Brioe  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  the  honourable  L.  G.  K.  Mdrray  of  a 
aon.  Lady  of  licotenant  Matthews,  19th 
rcgittient  of  a  daughter. 

AucusT.«-Lady  of  the  lafie  lieutenant  M. 
Smith  of  •  aon.  ^  Lady  of  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Gemway,  adjutant-fieneral,  of  a  daugh- 
ter. Lady  of  major  J.  Colebrook,  8th 
N.  L  of  a  son.  Mrsi  J.  Comer  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  Q.  M.  Henry,  his  majesty's  69th 
regtmentf  of  a  daughter*  Lady  of  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Pohle  of  a  son.  Ladv  of 
P.  R.  Cazalet,  esq.  of  a  daughter.  Lady 
of  M.  D.  Cockbum,  esq.  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  the  Reverend  £.  Vaughan  of  a  daugh- 
ttr.    Lady  of  lieateoaiu  Coopar  of  twin* 


daughters.  Lady  of  capuin  Olphets,  his 
majesty's  69ih  regiment,  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  licoteiiant  Gerard,  engineers,  of  a  soo. 

September — Lady  of  S.T.  Goad,  «q. 
of  a  son.  Lady  of  major  M.  L.  Peieira, 
of  11th  N.  I.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  capai|i 
J.  Hamptoo,  7th  N.  I.  of  a  aoo.  Lady 
of  Mr.  R.  Alexander  of  a  daughter. 

October-— Lady  of  Dr.  A.  McKenzic 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  captain  Frith,  ar- 
tillery, of  a  daughter.  Mrs»  Atkinson 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  lieutenant  Old- 
nail  of  a  son.  Lady  of  J.  Stewart,  esq.of  a  son. 
Lady  of  captain  Kippen  of  a  soo.  Lady 
of  colonel  Durand  of  a  son.  Lady  of 
major  Keasherry  of  a  soo. 

November.— Lady  of  W.  Brown,  esq. 
his  majesty's  8otb  regiment,  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  captain  Jackson,  his  majesty's  3o'th 
^  regimcfit,  of  a  son.  Lady  of  major  Sturt, 
his  majesty's  8oth  regiment,  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  Aviet  Scth,  esq.  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  major-genem  Warde  of  a  soo. 
Lady  of  captain  Jackson  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Adams,  his  majesty'a 
«5th  L.  D.  of  a  SOB.  Lady  of  £.  W« 
Stevenson,  esq.  of  a  son. 

December.— Lady  of  £.  C.  Gi^naway, 
esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  major  Gurnell  of 
a  daughter.  Lady  of  E.  W.  Fallofield, 
eiq.  of  a  daughter.— -Lady  of  R.  Keating, 
esq.  of  a  daughter;  Lady  of  J.  Read,  esq. 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Webber  of  a  son.  Lady  of  R.  Campbell, 
esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  major  Bowley  of 
a  son. 

January,  1811.— Lady  of  captain  A.  R. 
Hughes,  5th  N.  I*  of  a  daughter.  Lady 
of  A.  Flower,  esq.  of  a  daughter.  Lady  df 
captain  Warren,  esq.  of  his  majesty's  3^ 
regiment,  of  a  son.  Lady  of  lieutcoant-col. 
Hazlewood  of  a  daughter*.  Lady  of  C 
Woodcock,  esq.  of  a  daughter.  Mrs. 
Branson  of  a  daughter.  L^y  of  major 
Tayntonof  a  son.  Lady  of  R.  H.  Youoe, 
esq.  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  Ensign  Tc 
Rage,  of  a  son. 

February.  —  Lady  of  captain  Seth,  hia 
majesty's  imh  regiment,  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  L.  H.  Sdning,  esq.  of  a  daughter. 
Lady  of  J.  Goldie,  esq.  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  G.^  Moore,  esq.  of  a  dailghter.  Lady 
of  major  Molesworth  of  a  daughter.  Lady 
of  S.  Skinner,  esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  cafH 
tainS.  Smith,  13th  N.  I.  of  a  soo. 


iOM 


MADRAS  DEATHS. 


1810. 


Jan u ar Y.-«L  Boodle,£8q.  surgeon.     At       T.  A.  Strange.     Mr.  W.  Wheatly.    Miss 
•    Coduo,  madamc  Sorely  daughter  of  Sir       M.  C.  Pattersooi  daughter  of  A.  Anttm- 
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ther,Esq.    lieat.  P.  Fenoulhet,  2d  bat. 

14th  N.  I. 
FEBRUARY.—Mr.  W.  Mclfican.     Mi*.  J, 

W.  Pepper.      Mr.  D.  Clarke,  musician. 

Mr.  J.  Robbing.      Mr.J.GiU.      Lady  of 

Mr.  assistant  surjreon  T.  Brown. 
Mi>  R  c  H. — Capi.  P.  Grant,  artillery.    Capt. 

W.  Smith,    nabob*s  cavalry.      Capt.  W. 

Boig.    Lady  of  capt^  W.  C.  Oliver.    Mr. 

A.  De  Sousa.     Aliss  £.  Fredericks. 
April.  — Lieut.  Hunt,  of  H.  M.'s  22d 

rcg.  L.D.       Capt.   Miller,  of  H.  M,*s 

926  reg.  L.  D.     Lieut.  L.  Hook,  of  H, 

M.'s  82d  reg.  of   dragoons.    H.  Fowle, 

£sq.     Ensign  1.  Alexander,  16th  reg.  N. 

I.    Lieot.  W.  Hallowell,  3d  Ceylon  regt. 

Lieut.    P.  L.  Lambert,  6th   reg,  N.  1. 

Lady  of  aiajor  A.  Frith,  13th  reg.  N.  I. 

£.  Maekay.  Esq.     Capt.  J.  Campbell,  of 

H.  M.'s  S4th  reg.      Mr.  J.  Boand.     J. 

White,   Esq.    Capt.  T,  Paske.     Lieut. 

Cotoa,  of  Uie  25th  reg.  N.  I.    Lieut.  J. 

Hoby,  of  the  1 7th  reg.  N.  1.    Mrs.  A.  A. 

YoDBg.       Lieut.  T.  Birt.  of  the  Ist  bat. 

artillery.    Lieut.  Glenholme,  9th  reg.  N. 

I.    Major  McGregor,  5th  N.  I.    Major 

Fitzpatrick,  Slst  N.  I.    G.  Maidman,  Esq. 

C.S.    W.L.  Mayer. 
May.— J.  Strachan,  Esq.  assistant  surgeon. 

W.  Betty,  Esq.  surgeon.    Mr.  J.  Reiily. 

Quarter-master  T.  Wood,  H.  M.'s  25th 

L.  D.    Lieut.  J.  D.  Batemafi»  5th  N.  I. 

Lient.-cd.  Berkely,  4th  N.  1. 
Junk.  — T.  Stephens,  Esq.     Lieutenant 

Smith,  Sd  N.  I.    Mrs.  £.  Delow.   Ensign 

Scott»  7th  N.  I. 
July. —  Lieut.  Douglas,  17th  reg.  N.  I. 

Col.  Garden,  H.  M.'s  89th  reg.     Lieut.- 

col.  Orrock,  6th  reg.  N.  I.      E.  Kennah, 

Esq.  paymaster  of  25th  L.  D,    Ensign  G. 

Storey,    22d  N.  I.      Rtv.  J.  C.  Brain, 

mitsionary. 
August.— Capt.  Sturrock,  Penian  inter. 


preter.  Mrs.  F.  L.  Vantpall.  Mrs. 
Joyce  Alexander.  G.  Anderson,  Esq. 
superintending  surgeon,  Mysore.  Veera- 
sawmey  Braminy,  a  famous  chess  player, 
Mr.  N.  Lee.  Mrs.  White,  wife  of  J. 
White,  Esq.  paymaster  of  the  89th  reg. 

Sbptimber.  —  Mrs.  H.  Correa.  Lady 
of  capt.  Olphecs,  H.  M-*s  59th  rsgimcnt. 
Marcar  J6hannes  Baboon,  Esq.  aged  SO. 
Lady  of  G.  Paske,  Esq.  C.  S.  Dowager 
M.  P.  de  Mainvillc,  aged  87. 

October.— Major  J.  B.  Seward,  S4th  N. 
I.  Major  J.  F.  Wright,  7th  N.  I.  W.  iU 
Irwia,  Esq.  C.  S.  Mrs.  C.  Von  Seyer. 
Mrs.  E.  Beckmann.  Mr.  J.  Hamilton. 
Lady  of  ensign  G.  Stephenson,- ad juunt. 
Lady  of  W.L.  Cane.  R.  H.  Latham, 
Esq.  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Col.  M.  Martina. 
Mrs.  Elliot.    Ladr  of  capt.  Marett. 

November. — ^Lady  of  the  Reverend  E, 
Vaughan.  Lady  of  C.  Wetherafl,  Esq.  C. 
S.  Mr.  M.  JoUie.  lieot.  H.  Munro,  H.  M.'s 
R.  R.  Mr.  F.  Lloyd »  conductor  of  artil- 
lery.   Mr.  J.  Johiutrup. 

December.— Lieut.  E.  Goodbehere,  9i 
bat.  18th  N.  I.  Lieut.  F.  Sampson,  5th 
N.  C.  Lieut.  J.  Buchan,  14th  N.  I.  Mr. 
W.  Mills.  Lieut.  -  col.  Macdonnell,  H. 
M.*s  33d  reg.  Major  Coates,  H.  M.*a 
69th  reg.  Lieut.-col  Campbell*  H.  M.*t 
S3d  reg.  Major  O'Keefe,  H.  M.'s  12tk 
reg.  Lieut.  J.  Shawe,  17th  N.  I. 

January,  1811.— Mrs.  M.  Green.  Mrs, 
C.  Lockhart,  wife  of  col.  Lockhart,  H. 
M.'s  30th  reg.  Major  D.  McGreror. 
Mrs.  Hindes.  Lieut.  J.  Shaw,  1st  biit. 
17th  reg.  N..  I.  Ueut  F.  Sampson,  5th 
reg.N.C. 

pE  B  R  u  A  R  y.— J.  Collins,  Esq.  C.  S.   Lieot. 

'^  R.  Kennedy,  H.  M.»s  25th  L.  D.  Mr.  A. 
S.  John,  c^et.  Lady  of  John  de  Fries^ 
Esq.  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Oliver,  1st  bat* 
25tn  reg.  native  infaatry. 


BOMBAY  MARRIAGES. 


J  810. 


Fbbiuart.— Mr.  h  H.  Wiskini,  to  Mn. 
M.  Coz.  W.  Ashbume  Morjrao,  Esq. 
to  Miss  M.  Ibbetson.  Patrick  Campbell 
Baird,£sq.  to  Miss  M.  Belmour.  Lieut* 
G.  H.  Budd,  22d  N.  I.  to  Miss  E.  Cole. 

March.— Mr.  J.  Baiter,  to  Miss  C.  John- 
son. 

April.  — Mr.  J.  W.  Reel,  to  Mist  M. 
Sqoires. 

JinfB.-*J.  H.  PelljtEsq.  to  Miss  Lewis. 

torsiiBBE.— Capt.  J,  Tlmbrtl,  hon.  com* 


pany't  ship,  Exeter  to  Miss  H.  Armitfoiig.' 

Mr.  J.  Ward,  to  Miss  L.  Keys. 
OcTOBta.— -Lieut.  J.  livingsioney  9th  N.  I.  ^ 

to  Miss  J.  Jones. 
NovcMBBB.— Mr.  E.  C.  Anderson,  to  Miia 

R.  Lloyd.     Mr.  J.B.Waliacey  to  Mn. 

£.  Hall. 
DECBMBBR<-»Mr.  J.  F.  de  Jesus,  to  MissH. 

Rodrigues.    N.  Femtttdczy  Esq.  to  MiM 

A.  de  Souxa. 
Januabt,  18ll.^Liettt.J.Stewa     t  Mn« 

T.  Malcobn. 
N2 
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BOMBAY  BIRTHS. 


1810. 


F<Mt7ARr.--Lady  of  general  Makolfti)  of 

a  son.       Ludj  of  R.  Wiliit,  Sm}.  of  a 

daughter.    Mrt.  Faria,  of  a  daughter. 
NLarch. — Lady  of  S.  Orton,  Esq.  of  a  son. 

Mrt.  Tucker,  of  a   son.      Lady  of    R. 

Rickardi,  Eta,  of  a  dau||^ter.    Lady  of 

Lieut.  A.  Tulloh,  of  a  ton. 
ApaiL.— Lady  of  W.  WtlUaros,  E$q.  of  a 

daughter. 
Mat« — Lady  of  H.  StepheoBon,  Esq.  of  a 

ton. 
JvNB. — Lady  of  capc  S.  Dick,  hit  majesty's 

22d  reg.    of  a   daughter.      Lady  of  J. 

Leckie,  Esq.  of  a  son. 
JuLT.— Lady  of   W.   Erskine,  Esq.   of   a 

daughter.    Lady  of  H.  Shanks,  Esq.  of  a 

^ughter.    Mrs.  Boyce,  of  a  son. 
August.— Lady  of  C.  J.  Briscoe,  Eso.  of  a 

daughter.    Lady  of  capt.  D.  Supple,  H. 


M.*s  17th  L.  D:  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of 
R.  B.  Perrin,  Esq.  of  a  daughter.  Lady 
of  H.  W.  Diggle,  Esq.  of  a  daoghtea. 

SiPTBMBta.-— Lady  of  major  J.  Smith,  of  a 
daughter.  Lady  of  J.  Forbes,  Esq.  of  a 
still-born  child. 

NovEMBaa. — Lady  of  D.  D.  Inglis,  Esq.  of 
a  daughter.  Lady  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Young, 
of  a  daughter. 

Dbcbmbbr. — Ladj  of  capt.  Webster,  of  a 
son.  Lady  of  V.  Kale,  Esq.  of  a  son. 
Mrs.  Rayer,  of  a  son  Lady  of  W.  A. 
Momn,  Esq.  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of 
W.  Kennedy,  Esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of 
quarter-master  Johnstone,  of  his  majesty** 
16th  regiment,  of  a  son. 

January,  1811.— Lady  of  W.  Crawford, 
Esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  capt.  Sykes,  of  a 
daughter.    Lady  of  maj  or  Lock,  of  a  soav 


BOMBAY  DEATHS. 


1810. 


January. —  Mr.  T.  Paneutt,      W.  C. 

Bunce,  Esq.  resident^     Lieutenant  J,  C. 

Page,  artillery. 
February .— Ensign  W.  Osborne. 
March.— Capt.  C.  Brown,  European  reg. 
April.— Captain  L.  Leslie.     Lieutenant  R. 

Macdonald,  8th  N.  I. 
JuME. — Major  S.  Bayley,  his  majesty's  56th 

regt.  Ardasjer  Daddy,  a  Parsee  merchant. 
JuLT. — Major  J.  C.  Sheen,  5th  reg.  N.  I. 
August.*— Captain  W.  S.  Storey,  his  majet- 

ty*s  05th  reg.    Mrs.  Patten*    Lieutemnt 

T.  Denton,  marine  bat. 
.SBn-BMBRR,  •—  Mj^or  S.  Carter,  artillery. 

Mr.  W.  R.  TooUdns,  quarter  •  master. 


Q.  M.  McCabe,  Hth  L.  D.      W.  Head- 

ly,  Esq.  surgeon*  his  majesty's  56th  reg. 
OfiTOBBR.—Bhow  Ladcoaoa,  a   learned 

native.    Mackertych,  an  Armenian  bi^ 

shop.    Rev.  J.  Gomes. 
NovBMBBR.— Capuin  S.  A.  Greenwood,  2d 

N.  L 
December  .— W.  Steadman,  Esq.  collector 

at  Broach. 
Januar Yt  1811.— Lieut.  W.  E.  Hunt,  4th 

regiment  N.  I.  Lieutenant  Walter,  6th 

native  infantry. 
February. — H. W. Diggle, Esq.    Ensigii 

il.  Elliott,  his  majesty's  56th  reg.    Ensign 

Ratsback,  hit  majesty's  56th  regiment. 


PRINCE  OF  WALES'S  ISLAND  BIRTH. 
1810. 

7iBRVAi,Y.— Ladjrof  J.  Htll, Eiq. ftf  •  im. 
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PRINCE  OF  WALES'S  ISLAND  DEATHS. 

1810. 

Vebruakt.— J.SealytEtq.    Mr.  J. Hick-       G.  A.  Bruce,  fovemor    of   Prince   of 
eon.  }.  Soiuhwood.   J.  Raulj,  Biq.  Hon.       Wala't  bland,  &c.  &c    P.  Innc»,  Et^. 


CHINA  DEATH. 


1810. 

FcBRVAKY.— Lkdyof  T.T.  Medcalfe,  Esq.  C.  S.  Cbioa. 

CEYLON  MARRIAGES. 


1810. 

/ 

January.— T.  Eden,  £M|.to  Misi  F.  K.        Mitt  C.  H.  Rodney.    Lieutenant  H.  A. 
Rodney.     Lieutenant  -  cdooe)   the  hon.        >fcknrey,  to  Mist  M.  A.  GiesUr. 
P.  StuartyhU  majesty's  19ch  regimem,  to 


CEYLON  BIRTHS- 


i8ia 


February.— Lady  of  capt.  Hook,  of  his  Jukf.  — Lady  of  fievtenant  Tnghani,  »<l 
majesty *»  2d  Ceylon  regiment,  of  a  dauglv.  C.  R.  of  a  daughter.  I^ady  of  W.  MooL- 
ter.  gomery,  Esq.  C.  S.  of  a  son. 


CEYLON  DEATHS- 

1810. 

June.  —  L^entenant   W.   RoUoweU,   bi»       Gabriel   P^htco.     Lady  of  A.  h! Q(c»- 
WBoimtft  3d  Ceylon  regiment.      PuJre        ler,£»q. 
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tllGHT  HON.  THE  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 

FOR  TBS 

AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Viscoant  Melville,  Pkesident. 


Lord  Lovaine, 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Teigninontb, 
Rt.  Hon.  Thos.  Wallace, 
Viscount  Lowtber^ 


Earl  Gamden,  K.  G. 

Earl  of  Liverpool,  *)    Secretaries 

Marquis  Wellesley,  r  of 

Rt.  Hon.  Richard  Ryder,      ^       State. 
Rt.  Hon.  Spencer  Perceval, 

Secretary,  Sir  Patrick  Murray,  Bart. 

Assistant  Secretary,  John  Meheux,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk,  John  Wright,  Esq. 

Clerks,  R.  B.  Gibson,  T.  Bell,  B.S.Jones,  J.Cumming,  R. Gardner^ 
H.  S.  Alves,  W.  Cabell,  R.  Lane,  B.  H,  Jones,  H.  Starke,  W.  Lenox,  and 
J.  Crokatt,  Esqrs. 

Accomptant,  T.  N.  Wittwer,  Esq. 

Assistante,  T.  Bell  and  W.  Leach,  Esqrs. 

Judicial  examiner  and  reporter,  C.  Poole,  Esq. 

Solicitor,  W,  Groom,  Esq. 

Private  Secretary  to  the  President,  B.  S.  Jones,  Esq. 

Messengers,  J.  Hardy,  H.  Smith,  G.  Barsoos,  and  J.  Holmes. 

House-keeper,  Mrs.  Amherst. 

Chamber-keeper,  T.  PockneU. 
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THE 

HONOURABLE  THE  COURT  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF   THE 

EAST  INDIA  COMPANY, 

For  the  Year  1811. 


Jacob  Bosanqcet,  Esq. 
Sir  Hugh  Inglis,  Bart. 
Charles  Mills,  Esq.   M.  P. 
Abraham   Robarts,  Esq.   M.  P. 
The  Hon.  William  FuUarton  Elphinstone. 
Robert  ThorntoD,  Esq.  M.  P. 
Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe,  Bart. 
Joseph  Cotton,  Esq. 
Edward  Parry,  Esq. 
Richard  Chicheley  Plowden,  Esq. 
,  John  Huddleatone,  Esq. 
John  Inglis,  Esq. 
Thomas  Reid,  Esq. 
John  Bebb,  Esq. 
George  Millett,  Esq. 
James  Pattison,  Esq. 
George  Abercrombie  Robinson,  Esq. 
John  Alexander  Bannerman,  Esq. 
Robert  Williams,  Esq. 
William  Wigram,  Esq.  M.  P. 
R.  Twining,  Esq. 
S.  Davis,  Esq. 
Jam^s  Daniel],  Esq. 
J.  B.Taylor,  Esq. 

The  Cbamnan  and  Deputy-phairman  are  of  ill  Committees. 
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PROCEEDINGS  AT  THE  INDIA  HOUSE, 

For  1810-11. 


EAST  INDIA  HOUSE. 

Wednesday,  April  11th. 

A  court  of  directors  was  held  at  the 
]^st  India  house,  when  a  ballot  was 
taken  for  the  election  of  six  directors 
for  four  years,  in  the  room  of  the  ho- 
norable W.  F.  Elpbinstone,  J.  Inglis, 
J.  Bebb,  J.  Pattison,  J.  Daniell,  and 
J.  B.  Taylor,  esqrs.  who  go  out  by 
rotation.  At  six  o'clock  the  glasses 
were  finally  closed,  and  delivered  to 
the  scrutineers,  who  reported  the  elec- 
tion to  be  in  favour  of  Jacob  Bosan- 
quet,  esq.  Joseph  Cotton,  esq.  Ed» 
ward  Parry,  esq.  Thomas  Reid,  esq. 
Robert  Thornton,  esq.  and  Richard 
Twining,  esq.  < 

The  following  persons  were  appoint- 
ed members  of  the  government  of 
Fort  St.  George,  viz.— Sir  G.  H.  Bar- 
low, bart.  K.  B.  governor  5  lieute- 
nant-general Sir  S.  Auchmuty,  com- 
piander- in-chief,  and  second  in  coun- 
cil 5  TOakes,  esq.  third,  and  J.  H. 
Cassamajor,  esq.  fourth  in  council. 
H.  Brown,  esq.  was  appointed  presi- 
dent of  the  select  committee  of  supra 
4:argoe8  at  Canton,  as  were  J.  FuUar- 
ton  Elphinstone,  and  W.  Parry,  esqrs. 
members  of  the  said  committee. 

The  thanks  of  the  court  were  voted 
to  Chas.  Grant  and  Wm.  Astell,  esqrs. 
chairman  and  deputy  chairman,  for 
their  unremitting  attention  to  the  com- 
pany's afi^irs  during  the  last  year. 

Fridat/,  Jpril  13/A. 
A  general  special  court  of  proprie^ 
tprs  of  East  India  stock  was  held 
at  their  house,  Leadenhall -street,  Wil- 
liam Astell,  esq.  the  chairman,  in  the 
chair. 

DEPOSED  WRITERS, 
CADETS,    &c. 
The  minutes  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors being  read  over^  and  an  abstract 


of  the  bye-laws  being  also  read,  agree- 
ably to  the  usual  practice  at  the  first 
meeting  after  the  choice  of  directors^  ■ 

The  Chairman  moved,  that  the  re- 
solution of  the  court  of  directors  for 
re-admitting  Henry  Gardner,  a  stu- 
dent in  the  East  India  college,  destined 
for  the  Madras  establishment,  who 
had  been  dismissed  in  consequence  of 
his  nomination  having  been  procured 
by  corrupt  practices,  of  which,  how- 
ever, it  appeared  that  he  himself  was 
ignorant,  but  who  had  been  re-ap- 
pointed by  James  Daniell,  esq.  on© 
of  the  directors,  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rock  expressed  his  high  ap- 
probation of  the  resolution.  He  hoped 
to  see  every  one  of  the  young  men 
who  stood  in  this  unfortunate  situation 
restored.  If  there  were  any  of  them, 
which  he  much  feared/ was  the  case, 
who  had  no  personal  friends  among 
the  directors  to  restore  them  to  their 
situations,  he  sincerely  trusted  that  the 
court  in  general  would  take  the  case 
of  those  who  were  thus  unhappily  si- 
tuated into  their  consideration,  and 
would,  as  a  body,  extend  to  them  that 
sympathy  and  commiseration  to  which 
they  were  entitled,  in  consequence  of 
a  punishment  inflicted  on  them  for  of- 
fences of  which  they  were  innocent, 
at  least  in  the  moral  guilt  of  which 
they  had  no  participation. 

The  resolution  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors was  then  unanimously   agreed 
to. 
PETITION  TO  PARLIAMENT 
FOR  AID. 

The  Chairmttn  informed  the  court 
of  proprietors  that  the  present  court 
h»i  been  made  special  for  the  purpose 
of  perusing  a  petition  proposed  to  be 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  subject  of  the  company's  affairs. 
He  should  not  detain  the  court  <vitb 
offeriog  any  obteirations  in  support  of 
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ibe  peUtioo,  bat  sboold  simplj  pro- 
poic  that  it  be  read,  reserving  to  hhn- 
self  to  deliver  bis  sentinients  on  the 
•ccaflion,  if,  unexpectedly,  any  objec- 
tion or  doubt  sbould  arise  oo  the  sub* 
jeet. 

The  petition  was  then  read. — It  re- 
ibr»  to  tlie  petition  presented  by  the 
compare  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
iD  April,  Jt808,  and  states  the  fact 
that  1,  .500,0001.  was  then  granted  to 
then»  by  parliament,  towards  the  de- 
waeaxd  claimed  by  the  company  against 
the  country.  This  sure,  with  the  sales 
which  were  onore  favourable  than  bad 
been  expected,  the  petition  goes  on  to 
states  prevented  the  necessity  of  the 
corapany*s  applying  for  assistance  in 
a«y  other  quarter.  The  revenue  of 
the  company  for  the  year  ISOQ-IO, 
riiere  was  every  reason  to  suppose, 
would  be  nearly  equal  to  the  claims  to 
he  made  against  it.  The  extraordi- 
nary calls  on  tlie  company,  however^ 
ijd  not  yet  ceased. — These  arose,  first 
£rom  drafts  from  India,  to  the  amount 
•f  4,900»000l.  on  account  of  the  wars 
carried  on  there ;  and  2dly,  from  los>- 
aes  in  their  shipping,  during  the  last 
year,,  amounting,  in  ll)e  two  articles 
of  merchandize  at  prime  cost,  and  of 
freight,  to  1,048,0001.  From  pros- 
pective estimates  which  had  been  made 
fcr  the  year  180g-I0,  it  appeared, 
that  in  this  way  the  sums  to  be  ex^ 
pended  would  exceed  the  income  ta 
the  amount  of  about  2,083,0001.  which 
the  comgany  could  not  raise  from  its 
ewB>  resources  5  nor  were  its  funds 
ever  equal,  at  any  od^  tine,  to  the 
«xpenees  of  carrying  on  the  govem- 
mcRt  in  India,  in  time  of  war.  The 
^counts  talast March,  however,  shew- 
ed that  the  fuiuls  of  the  company  in 
England  exceeded  the  debts,  to  the 
amount  of  four  millions  eight  hundred 
and  twetUy-two  thousand  pounds, 
which  sum  they  hoped  would  be  equal 
to>  cover  any  advances  made  by  the 
Bcnou  fable  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  petition  being^  read. 

The  Chairman  moved,  that  this  pe- 
ibi'ioa  be  presented  ta  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  Roek  suggested^  as  the  present 
fetltlon  referred  to  a  petitioo  formerly 


presented  by  the  company  on  the  same 
subject,  and  as  there  were  many  pro- 
prietors now  present  who  might  not 
have  been  present  when  the  former 
petition  was  before  them,  that  it  too 
sbould  be  now  read. 

Mr.  Grant  (the  hte  chairman), 
observed,  that  the  one  petition  did  not 
at  all  hang  on  the  other.  He  bad  no 
objection,  howevefr  that  the  former 
petition  should  be  read. 

Mr.  Rock  presumed  to  th'mk  that 
tlie  reading  of  the  former  petrtioo 
would  prove  satisfactory  to  tbe  court. 
He,  for  one,  could  answer  that  it 
would  prove  so  to  him. 

The  Chairman  contended,  that  the 
former  petition  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  present  question.  The  former 
petition  had  been  presented  for  spe- 
cific purposes,  which  were  already  an- 
swered. 

Mr.  Rock  still  insisted  that  the  pe» 
tiiion  in  April,  1 808,  should  be  read. 

On  this  a  shew  of  hands  was  taken, 
when  the  proposition  was  declared  to 
have  been  negatived. 

The  petition  was  then  approred  of. 
It  was  ordered  that  the  seal  <^  the 
company  be  affixed  to  it ;  and  that  it 
be  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons 
by  the  Chairman. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gran/  the 
court  then  immediately  adjourned. 

TFednetday,   June  20. 
A  general  special  court  of  the  pro- 

?irietors  of  India  stock  was  held  at  the 
ndia  house. 

The  Chairman  declared  a  dividend 
of  five  and  a  half  per  cent  on  the  ca- 
pital stock  of  the  company,  from  th^ 
5th  of  January  last  to  the  51h  of  Jnlj 
next,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Agreeably  to  one  of  the  coinpaiij*a 
l^e-laws,  the  titles  of  the  difiermt 
papers,  connected  with  the  company's 
afiairs,  lately  laid  before  the  two  houses 
of  parllameot,  were  read,  amoog 
others,  the  difierent  comparative  state- 
ments of  the  annual  charge  and  aDOoal 
revenue  of  the  coaipany,  in  the  diA 
ferent  presidencies,  for  three  jtan^ 
1805-6,  l806-7«  and  1807*8^  aodesi* 
timates  for  the  year  I8O8-9. 

Mr.  RandU  Jackum  asked>  if  ibm 
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whole  papen  laid  before  parliament 
were  now  on  the  table  of  that  court  ? 
The  Chahrman  stated,  that  all  the  pa- 
peis  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons 
had  bt^n  produced  to  the  court.  There 
were  other  papers  submitted  to  the 
select  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons^ the  titles  of  which  it  had  not 
been  thought  necessary  now  to  read  to 
the  court. 

.  Mr.  Kemble  said,  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  have  moved  that  the  accounts 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  company's 
aftai^^s  should  have  been  referred  to 
a  cOriimittee  of  the  directors,  or  of 
the  p  oprietors,  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  an  accurate  and  complete 
statement  of  the  same ;  but,  as  he  un- 
dersfood  from  the  titles  of  the  papers 
read,  that  these  accounts  were  pre- 
pared by  the  company  itself,  and  not 
by  thecommitteeof  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  follow  up  bis  intention. 

Mr.  Handle  Jackson  said,  he  had 
not  asked  if  all  the  titles,  but  if  all 
the  papers,  were  on  the  table,  so  that 
their  contents  could  be  accessible  to 
the  proprietors. 

Mr.  Grant  said,  all  the  papers  which 
had  been  laid  before  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from 
the  Speaker,  were  before  the  court. 
Those  which  had  been  produced  with- 
out any  order  were  not  now  produced, 
but  they  might  be  added  if  the  court 
required  them. 

Mr.  Rock  begged  \o  ask  if  Sir  George 
Barlow  had  received  instruction  ftom 
the  government  at  home  for  his  late 
conduct,  in  which  case  it  must  be  un- 
derstood thsit  the  responsibility  did  not 
attach  to  him  ;  or  if  he  acted  on  his 
own  auth  rity  ? 

The  Chairman  thought  the  question 
irregular,  as  the  business  could  not 
now  be  dtscus^ed.  In  justice  to  Sir 
George  Barlow,  he  must  say,  that 
his  conduct  had  been  the  result  of  in- 
ttmctions  from  the  supreme  govem- 
jnentof  India,  aad  from  this  country. 

Mr.  Handle  Jackson  thanked  the 
honoorable  chairman  for  the  candour 
of  his  communication  on  so  delicate  a 
subject.  He  begg^  to  take  this  op*, 
portunitjr  of  rm)OUStending  to  gen* 


tiemen,  before  the  next  session  of 
parliament,  to  make  it  their  business, 
as  far  as  was  possible,  to  understand 
the  situation  of  their  o^lm  affairs. 
There  was  a  spirk  prevailing  to  decry 
corporate  bodies,  and  to  treat  their 
property  with  less  ceremony  than  the 
property  of  private  persons. — He  was 
sorry  to  observe,  that  this  spirit  was 
encouraged  even  by  those  gentlemen 
who  bad  been  used  to  argue  most  loud- 
ly in  favour  of  liberty  and  property. 
He  begged  that  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, and  also  the  proprietors,  would 
apply  their  minds  to  this  subject/ and 
by  acquainting  themselves  thoroughly 
with  the  stale  of  the  company's  affairs, 
they  would  easily  be  enabled  to  shew, 
as  between  themselves  and  the  public, 
if  any  thing  arose  at  present  to  era- 
barras  the  affairs  of  the  company,  it 
originated  in  their  exertiotts  for  the 
public,  and  was  to  be  attributed 
solely  to  the  public  account.  A  strange 
and  strong  antipathy  had  lately  seized 
certain  public  characters  against  the  i 
monied  interests,  whether  annuitants 
or  dealers — but  this  was  principally 
directed  against  two  corporate  bodies, 
of  whom  the  company  was  one.  .  He 
knew  how  soon  such  a  feeling  took 
possession  of  the  public  mind  —  he 
was  anxious,  however,  that  he  and 
his  fellow  proprietors  should  be  in- 
foniied,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  be, 
on  the  state  of  the  company's  affairs. 
The  people  of  England  were  radically 
right,  and  would  not  willingly  lend 
themselves  to  injustice.  Let  the  pro- 
prietors but  understand  their  own  af- 
fairs, and  with  that  species  of  armour 
against  the  attacks  of  their  enemief 
they  might  depend  on  success. 

The  Chairman  then  moved,  that 
the  court  of  proprietors  do  approve 
of  the  resolution  of  the  directors,  as 
to  the  fisite  of  the  four  ships,  the  Cal- 
cutta, Jane,  Duchess  of  Gordon,  Lady 
Jane  Dundas,  and  Bengal.  The  4th 
of  July  was  6;:ed  for  taking  the  ballot 
on  these  four  cases. 

Mr.  Jackson  alluding  to  the  nume- 
rous captures  of  the  company's  vessels, 
declared  his  conviction  that  the  only 
way  to  remedy  this  evil  was  by  making 
it  worth  the  while  of  our  privateers 
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lo  captare  the  privateers  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  quite  the  policy  of  our  enemy, 
knowing  he  had  no  trade  of  h'\s  own, 
|«>  let  loose  probably  40,000  men,  or 
whatever  other  number  he  had  in  the 
privateering  service,  knowing  such 
was  the  despotic  nature  of,  bis  govern- 
ment, that  tie  could  recover  them  at 
pleasure,  and  that  this  was  the  very 
best  and  boldest  education  which  he 
could  confer  upon  them  to  qualify 
them  at  any  after  period  for  his  ninrine 
service. 

Mr,  Righjf  approved  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  the  honourable  and  learn- 
ed gentleman.  He  wished  also  to 
know  what  answer  had  been  made 
by  the  admiralty  on  the  subject  of  re- 
g,nlating  the  impressing  of  men  from 
the  company's  ships  ? 

Tlie  Chairman  assured  the  worthy 
pi'oprietor  that  the  answer  was  per- 
.  tectly  satisfactory. 

Cadt'iSt  tsfe.  dismissed. 
The  Chnirman  was  happy  to  propose 
to  the  court  to  approve  of  a  resolu- 
tlwiof  the  court  of  directors,  restoring 
•a  the  service  of  the  company,  in  the 
capacity  of  a  writer,  Mr.  Magniac, 
who  had  l>een  again  presented  by  an 
individual  director. 

Mr.  Jackson  asked  if  there  was 
any  particularly  distiugutshing  circum- 
stance in  thi.sca«e. 

The  Chairman  said  there  surely  was 
th:^  distinguishing  circumstance,  that 
it  having  been  agreed  that  those  nught 
be  restored  who  could  procure  the 
patronage  of  an  tndifidual  director, 
Yi  had  been  the  good  fortiine  of  this 
young  gentleman,  and  of  others,  to 
procure  tlvis  individual  nomination, 
while  some  others  had  been  'less  for-^ 
biuiate. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  it  had  been  re- 
solved that  sixteen  young  gentlenien, 
whose  nominations  had  been  pcocufed 
by  corrupt  practices,  should  be  dis- 
missed, under  a  reservation  that  tbey 
should  not  be  deemed  yicapable  of' 
It*in£5  again  admitted  to  the  company's 
secvice,  if  presented  by  any  individual 
director  on  his  own  patronage.  It 
surely,  iwwever,  was  not  the  roean- 
ifig  of  the  directors,  or  of  that  court> 
th^i  prescnta4iopa  should  fly  out  lo 


India,  for  the  purpose  of  resfming 
those  young  men  before  their  being 
recalled  home,  and  inquiry  niade  into 
each  individual  case?  It  had  beet*' 
bis  own  intention,  after  these  young 
men  should  have  arrived  in  this  ceun- 
try,  to  move  it  as  a  recommendatioD 
to  the  court  of  directors,  that  all  those 
among  them  who  were  innocent  should 
be  restored  to  the  service  j  but  he 
could  not  tl>ink  that  a  gentleraan  who 
had  friei>ds,  and  possessed  aixromplisb- 
ments  such  as  Mr.  Magniac  was  known 
to  be  possessed  of,  should  be  fest€)red, 
while  other  young  mei>,  who  bad  no 
friends,  btrt  were  equally  innocent, 
should  be  suffered  to  fall  victims  to 
this  general  error  of  the  whole.  He 
felt  conscious  of  no  feeling  on  this 
occasion,  except  a  desire  to  uphold 
the  authority  of  tbccouFt  of  directors, 
to  which  i^ey  themselves  did  not  seeot 
sufficiently  attentive.  He  had  no 
wish,  however,  to  oppose  the  present 
motion.  He  should  not  even  move 
any  thing  this  day  on  the  subject, 
but  when  the  other  persotH  dismissed 
should  arrive  in  this  country,  should 
humbly  recommend  to  the  directors,, 
that  they  would  condescend  to  re-exa- 
mine into  the  case  of  each,  and  thai 
those  who  should  be  A)und  personally 
innocent  shooM  be  restored,  not  as 
an  act  of  individual  patronage,  but 
asan  aggregate  act. 

Mr.  Sansom^  was^  satisfied  tba^  it 
was  highly  proper,  that  all  those  who 
were  not  personally  culpable  should 
be  restored ;  but  this  he  thought 
might  be  done  without  subjecting  the 
young  men  to  the  cruelty  and  expence 
of  bringing  them  back  to  thfs  country. 
The  inquiry  could  bo  carried  on  hem 
as  e0*ectoally  as  in  India.  He  wa» 
satisfied  that  the  humanity  of  the 
directors  would  be  extended  to  ever^r 
one,  except  in  the  case  where  manifest 
fraud  had  been  practised  by  the  party 
biinself.  If  aU  w«re  to  be  broc^t 
to  this  country,  there  wouki  be  some 
of  them  who  could  not  be  restored^ 
as-being  above  the  age. 

Mr.  Rock  said,  tfpereraptoiy  order* 
had  been  dispatched  for  bringing  tbctn 
home,  they  most  now  be  on  iheir 
way»  . 
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Mr.  Grant  thought  that  the  two 
great  objects  in  view  when  the  reso- 
Jution  was  passed  had  been  obtai.'r^d, 
namely,  to  strike  an  example  to  deter 
from  such  practices  in  future,  and 
to  vindicate  the  character  of  the  conri- 
pany.  These  being  ejected,  l>e  did 
not  see  any  necessity  for  ali  of  theai 
being  brought  home.  The  directors 
bad  inquired  ^nd  were  satisfied  as  to 
the  innocence  of  the  parties  now  pro- 
posed to  be  restored.  They  had  been 
restored  by  a  valuable  sacrifice  of  in- 
dividual patronage,  which  was  the 
test  required  to  shew  that  there  was 
DO  corruption  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Rigby  thought  it  possible  that 
all  the  young  gentlemen  might  be  re- 
stored without  catling  on  the  direc- 
tors to  make  a  sacrifice  of  individual 
patronage. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  (director)  having 
discharged  bis  duty  in  the  first  in- 
stance, should  feel  gratified  in  seeing 
every  one  of  the  young  men  who 
was  himself  innocent,  restored.  If 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
(Jackson)  should  either  now  or  at  any 
other  time,  make  such  a  motion  he 
should  second  it. 

Mr.  Bosan^uei  was  of  opinion  that 
the  directors  would  listen  to  any  pro- 
position recommending  mercy,  but 
thought  it  should  not  be  done  in  a 
moment. 

Mr.  Twining  concurred  in  expres- 
sing his  conviction  that,  if  a  recom* 
mendatton  to  this  effect  were  made 
to  the  directors,  it  would  be  attended 
to. 

'  Mr,  Jackson  did  not  wish  to  deprive 
the  directors  '  of  the  grace  of  that 
mercy  which  would  so  well  become 
them,  and  which  he  wished  to  see 
flow  spontaneously.  If  they  did  not  fol 
low  up  his  expectations  he  should  not 
esteem  himself  precluded  from  again 
bringing  the  matter  forward ;  but  the 
directors,  as  their bwn  act,  would  re-ap- 
point those  young  men  ;  he  knew  it 
would  be  highly  gratifying,  at  the 
came  time  that  it  was  the  most  con- 
stitutional mode  of  proceeding.  Where 
the  authority  was,  there  he  wished  the 
gcace  to  continue  also. 

Mr.  C,  Smith  was  certain  all  those 


whom  it  was  proper  to  re-appomt, 
would  be  so  re-appointed  by  the  indi- 
vidual direttoi^.  Two  writers  and 
oi'e  cadet,  were  to  be  reported  this  day* 
Tlicre  only  remained  six  cadets,  one 
of  whom  could  not  be  restored,  and 
the  remaining  five,  he  had  no  doubt, 
would  be  re-aj7pointed  in  the  course  of 
the  next  j'ear.    ' 

The  motion  for  confirming  the  re- 
appointment of  Mr.  Mngniac  was  then 
put  and  c!irried  ;  as  was  a  motion  for 
co:\ firming  the  re-appointment  of  Mr, 
¥a.  J.  Smith,  also  a  writer  5  and  Mr, 
Williams,  a  cadet. 

I'he  appointment  of  an  assistant  in 
the  oriental  dcp.irtment  of- the  military 
establishment  of  the  company  at 
Woolwich,  with  a  salary  of  250l% 
a  year,  was  approved  of. 

The  C/inirman  informed  the  meet- 
ing that  this  court  had  been  made  spe- 
cial, on  account  of  a  petition  which 
bad  been  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
bill  had  passed  both  houses  of  parlii- 
ment,  ordering  a  grant  of  i|  million 
of  exchequer  bills  for  the  assistance  ot 
the  company. 

Also  to  state,  that  another  petition 
had  been  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  praying  that  the  accounts 
between  the  country  and  company 
should  be  revised,  which  petition  had 
been  referred  to  a  committee. 

This  petition  being  read,  Mr.  R, 
Jackson  complimented  the  director^ 
for  the  attention  and  care  which  had 
been  here  shewn  to  the  interests  of 
the  company.  By  such  clear  and  in- 
telligible ,  developements  of  the  rent 
situation  in  which  they  stood  with  the 
public,  the  cali^mnies  of  their  eoe- 
mJes  would  quickly  be  made  apparent. 
— The  court  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  September  26th, 
A  general  quarterly  court  was  held  n* 
the  £ast  India  house.  A  resolution  or 
the  court  of  directors,  relative  to  ihf 
expences  of  the  East- India  coUego. 
the  education  of  the  students,  and  then 
examination  in  an  open  court  of  diiec- 
tors,  as  to  their  progress  and  fitne^^ 
for  their  appointments,  was  read  to 
the  proprietors  for  tbeir  approbdition. 
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Mr.  Handle  Jackson  requested  that 
th\h  paper  might  remain  on  the  table, 
for  the  perusal  of  the  proprietors  till 
the  next  general  court,  as  he  should 
then,  perhaps,  have  a  motion  to  sub- 
mit on  the  subject.  After  what  had 
been  formerly  said  on  the  outside  oC 
the  bar,  relative  to  the  education  of 
tliose  who  might  hold  situations  of 
high  trust  in  India,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  unnecessary  to  dwell*  on  that  point 
now.  They  were  friendly  to  the  good 
education  of  their  fellow-citizens  in 
general,  but  they  had  proved  them- 
selves in  an  especial  manner  sensible 
of  the  value  of  a  good  moral  and  learn- 
ed education,  with  respect  tothosewho 
might  have  the  most  important  and 
difficult  duties  to  perform,  not  only  to 
the  company  but  to  the  public.  It 
could  not,  of  course,  be  their  desire 
that  any  thing  should  be  done  incon- 
sistent with  the  full  efficiency  of  the 
plan  devised  for  that  purpose.  But  if 
any  alteration  could  be  made  in  the 
mode  of  execution,  perfectly  consist- 
ent with  ks  efficacy,  but  at  the  same 
time  calculated  to  save  the  time  of  the 
directors,  he  presumVd,  it  would  be 
considered  as  an  alteration  for  the  bet- 
ter. It  could  not  be  imagined  that  he 
was  influenced  by  any  distrust  of  the 
directors^  whatever  alteration  he 
might  propose ;  for  it  was  but  justice 
'  to  them  to  say,  that  from  the  moment 
the  late  exposure  had  been  made  of 
the  disgraceful  mode  in  which  ap- 
pointments had  been  sometimes  ob- 
tained, they  had  strenuously  applied 
themselves  to  the  investigation  of  the 
abuse,  and  the  removal  of  its  cause, 
by  taking  the  most  proper  steps  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  such  shameful 
proceedings  in  future.  But  the  time 
of  the  directors,  was  the  time  of  the 
proprietors,  and  ought  to  be  spared 
as  much  as  possible.  To  enable  the 
proprietors  to  judge  correctly  of  the 
convenience,  which,  he  prettimed^ 
would  result  from  the  alteration  he 
intended  to  propose,  it  was  desirable 
that  the  paper  should,  id  the  meao 


time,  remaia  on  the  table,  to  be. pe- 
rused in  detail,  and  he  hoped  there 
wor.ld  be  no  objection  to  agree  with 
the  request  he  had  made. 

The  Chabrman  (Mr.  Bosanqnet) 
thought  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  the  proposition.— With  regard  ta 
the  disgraceful  proceedings  to  which 
the  learned  gentleman  had  adverted, 
he  trusted  that  the  late  act  of  parlia- 
ment, hy  which  the  engaging  in  this 
traffic  had  bein  made  a  misdemeanour 
—with  the  necessity  of  a  bond  with 
three  thousand  pounds  penalty,  would 
render  such  proceedings  in  future  im- 
possible. He  allowed  that  any  alte- 
ration in  the  mode  of  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution the  plan  fpr  the  education  of 
their  students,  &c.  which  should  save 
the  time  of  the  directors,  would  be  an 
improvement,  provided  it  did  not  de- 
tract from  its  efficiency  and  utility, 
and  the  court  would  be  happy  to  hear 
any  proposition  ft om  the  learned  gen- 
tleman on  that  subject.  Tlie  paper 
was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  next  point  which  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  court  was  the  reso- 
lution for  confirming  the  re-appoint- 
ments by  individual  directors  of  cer- 
tain cadets,  who  had  fallen  under  the 
displeasure  of  the  court,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  appearing  that  their  ap- 
pointments bad  been  at  first  obtained 
by  improper  methods. 

Mr.  R,  Jackson  said,  that  he  un- 
derstood this  to  include  all  the  cases, 
except  that  disgraceful  one  which  had 
been  carried  through  the  court  by 
fraud — (to  this  the  chairman  assented). 
Mr.  J.  then  expressed  his  approbation 
of  this  proceeding.  He  understood 
that  the  appointments  were  to  be  dated 
from  the  period  of  the  last  nomination, 
and  not  the  iirst.  This  would  make 
the  matter  felt  in  India  as  well  as  here 
—while  he  thought  the  directors  had 
shewn  as  much  lenity  as  was  consist- 
ent with  the  duties  of  their  aitoaticm. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously 
agfeed  to,  after  which  the  court  ad- 
journed. 
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HOUSE  OF  COiMMONS, 

Tuesday,  Feh.QJQth. 
EAST  INDIA  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Dundas  moved  for  a  select 
commktee  to  enquire  into  the  state 
of  £ast  lodia  affairs^  snd  report  their 
opinioQ  thereoD. 

,  Mr.  Creevey  did  not  >  see  any  good 
that  coold  arise  from  the  committee 
proposed.  He  pronounced  the  affairs 
of  the  company  to  be  in  a  very  de- 
clining state,  and  was  not  aware  of 
any  good  conteqaence  that  could  re- 
sult !Brom  (he  appoiotment  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wattace  argued,  that  a  select 
committee  wis  the  best  means  that 
could  be  devised  of  bringing  the  state 
of  the  £ast  India  company  before  the 
boose. 

Lord  A,  Hamihon  conconed  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Creevey. 

Mr.  5.  Dundas  obsenred,  that  the 
charter  of  the  East  India  company 
woul()  not  expire  until  the  year  1814, 
and  that  the  company  was  entitled  to 
three  years  notice  of  any  intention 
to  rescind  it.  But  as  no  such  notice 
was  yet  intended  to  be  given,  it  was 
material  that  parliament  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the 
company's  affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a 
^select  committee  appointed,  consint- 
ing  of  twenty-oue  ruembers,  with  the 
usual  powers. 

Friday t    March  30th. 
SIR  G.  BARLOW. 
Mr.  Creevey   asked,    if  any  steps 


bad  been  taken  on  the  part  of  goVero- 
meni  for  the  recal  of  Sir  George  Bar- 
ic iw  from  the  government  of  Madras  J 
If  not,  he  meant  to  gi\«e  notice  of  a 
motion  on  that  subject. 

The    Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
in  an  under  ton«,  returned  an  answer, 
but  it  was  quite  Impossible  to  •coUeOt' 
the  import  of  it. 

Mr.  Creevey  said,  as  he  understood 
DO  step  for  the  recal  of  that  gentlemaii 
was  in  contemplation,  he  now  ga*e 
notice  that  be  should,  on  this  day  fort« 
night,  move  for  the  production  of  aA 
papers  and  correspondence  between 
Sir  George  Barlow  and  the  govern- 
ment  of  this  country,  &c.  relative  Am 
the  late  occurrences  to  India. 

Friday,  May  4th,  . 
MUTINY  AT  MADRAS,  &c 
Mr.  Creevey  rose,  pursuant  to  in©- 
tice,  to  move  for  certufn  documetrtt 
with  regard  to  the  late  rebellion  among 
the  military  at  Madras  $  and  also  wi& 
regard  to  some  transactiofis  which  tedk 
place  last  year  in  the  courts  at  Madras 
with  which  the  Madras  government 
was  closely  connected.  The  honour- 
able member  proceeded  to  comment 
t:ipon  the  deplorable  consequenoes 
likely  to  result  from  t^ie  native  t{oaps 
being  witnesses  to  the  mutiny  ^nA 
rebellion  on  the  part  of  the  British 
officers.  He  confessed  that  little  short 
of  a  miracle  could  have  sustained  our 
empire  in  India.  His  chief  motive  m 
bringit^g  the  business  before  the  House 
was»  to  ascertain  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  country,  who  wtre  right  and  who 
were  wrong,  in  a  contest  of  such  seri- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J92 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  ISIO-ll. 


oat  moment.  He  woald  not  prejudge 
the  question — he  would  not  past  any 
premature  opinion  on  the  conduct  of 
Sir  G.  Barlow,  but  he  would  say,  that 
be  his  conduct  what  it  might,  however 
oppressive  or  unjust,  it  could  not  jus- 
tify rebellion  on  the  pan  of  the  mili- 
tary. The  honourable  member  then 
proceeded  to  detail  the  alleged  ground 
of  complaint  against  the  government 
of  India  ;  first,  with  respect  to  the- 
military  insubordination  ;  next  in  re- 
lation to  the  abuses  said  to  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  judicial  and  civil  depart- 
m<;nt  of  Madras.  He  stated,  that  it 
had  been  affirmed,  that  the  special 
juvy,  who  had  decided  upon  the  justice 
of  the  claims  of  the  nabob  of  the  Car- 
.  natic,  had  been  malevolently  persecu- 
ted, and  some  of  them  punished,  un« 
der  the  pretence  of  transferring  them 
to  distant  stations.  A  third  ground  of 
•inquiry  was  the  removal  of  Mr.  .Pe- 
tne,  who  had  been  forty- four  years 
resident  at  Madras,  and  had  been  uni- 
-formly  opposed  to  the  "Councils  of  Sir 
George  Barlow.  This  was  the  more 
necessary  to  inquire  into,  as  he  believ- 
-ed  the  court  of  directors  had  divided 
equally  upon  that  question.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  House,  if  it  were  unrea- 
•sonable  to  ask  for  information  upon 
-questions  of  such  importance  ?  He 
then  concluded  with  moving,  that 
there  be  laid  on  the  table  of  ^hat  House 
copies  of  ail  the  correspondence,  be- 
tween the  commander  in  chief  and 
•governor  in  council  of  Madras,  rela- 
tive to  the  arrest  of  licutenant-colond 
Monro,  and  the  definitive  authority  of 
-the  commander  in  chief  in  courts  mar- 
tial. 

Sir  Henry  Montgomery, — Sir,  in 
rising  to  second  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  I  beg  it  may 
'  be  distinctly  understood,  that  I  do  not 
by  any  means  intend,  or  do  I  wish  to 
justify,  the  late  violent  proceedings  of 
part  of  the  Madras  army.  Sir,  its 
conduct  is  not  defensible ;  but,  from  a 
long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with 
that  army,  and  knowing,  as  I  do,  its 
loyalty,  its  intrinsic  worth,  and  the 
'brilliant  and  valuable  services  it  has 
4ichieved  for  this  country^  I  am  well 


convinced  k  was  not  a  common  injury 
that  could  have  driven  such  an  army 
to  such  acts  of  desperation. 

Sir,  as  I  understand  the  papers 
new  asked  for  will  not  be  refused,  it 
may  probably  be  tliougbt  unnecessary 
for  me  to  touch  on  the  subject  of  their 
contents ;  they  will  be  found  very  vo- 
luminous }  but  they  will,  I  trust,  be 
read  with  great  attention  by  every 
member  of  &ts  Hqose  3  for  they  will 
disclose  a  detail  of  systematic  tyranny, 
oppression,  and  studied  insult,  hither* 
to  unknown  in  British  India  ;  and  pro- 
bably never  practised  to  the  same  ex- 
tent in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  They 
will  shew  men,  whom  Sir  George  Bar- 
low, and  his  government,  had  declared 
to  have  lost  its  confidence,  and  who 
had  been  removed  from  their  official 
situations  of  auditor  of  accounts,  and 
of  secretary ;  and  in  the  same  letter, 
announcing  this  opinion,  appointed, 
against  their  consent,  to  what  I  am 
sure  this  House  will  think  offices  of 
much  greater  importance,— judges  to 
decide  on  the  lives  and  property  of  oar 
fellow  subjects ! — when  at  the  very 
moment  he  must  have  been  informed, 
that  neither  of  these  gentlemen  knew 
a  syllable  of  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try, or  of  the  law  they  were  to  admi- 
nister. Both  these  gentlemen,  how- 
eVer,  had  more  prudence  and  virtue 
than  Sir  G.  Barlow;  for  they  pre- 
ferred being  without  an  office,  lo  en- 
tering on  duties  they  were  incapable  of 
performing,  although  tempted  with 
a  salary  of  4,000l.  a  year. 

But  what.  Sir,  will  be  the  feelings  of 
the  house,  and  the  country,  when  we 
know  that  the  sacred  trial  by  jury 
has  been  violated,  jur3rroen  of  high  re- 
spectability, degraded  and  punished  for 
a  conscientious  discharge  of  their  duty, 
and  prosecutors,  in  support  of  their 
fame  and  fisitune,  banished  the  settle- 
ment. In  short.  Sir,  a  perusal  of 
those  papers  will  unfold  a  scene  of  ini- 
quity, inhumanity,  and  a  perversion 
of  justice,  which,  if  attempted  in  this 
country,  would  create  a  revolution. 

Sir  H.  Montgomery  seconded  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Dunda$  objected  to  the  volu* 
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ttinous  matter  referred  to  in  the  mo- 
tion, and  proposed  to  substitute  In  its 
place  a  motion  for  the  correspondence 
between  the  court  of  directors  and 
the  commander  in  chief  and  council^ 
together  with  their  respective  enclo- 
sures. He  said  that  the  govern- 
ment in  India  had  only  acted  under 
peremptory  orders  sent  out  from  this 
country.  He  did  not  accuse  the  of- 
ficers of  a  deliberate  intern  ion  to  re- 
bel. He  believed  they  had  not  origi- 
nally foreseen  the  calamitous  conse- 
quences of  their  first  step  of  insubordi-. 
nation.  He  passed  a  high  eulogium 
on  Sir  George  Barlow,  to  whose  un- 
daunted firmness  he  attributed  the  sal- 
vation of  the  British  interests  in  India. 
He  thought  it  better  we  should  be  with- 
out an  acre  in  India,  than  hold  that 
territory  at,  the  will  of  a  licentious 
soldiery.  He  very  much  questioned 
the  soundness  of  that  cause  which 
could  resort  to  squibs,  pasquinades  in 
the  newspapers,  and  paragraphs  of 
such  descripiion,  to  support  it.  With 
respect  to  the  correspondence,  the 
copies  of  which  he  proposed  to  move 
for,  he  must  except  from  that  such 
private  letters  as  had  been  intercepted 
in  the  course  of  the  rebellion  by  the 
stoppage  of  the  Post ;  many  of  them 
were  letters  of  a  criminal  nature  j  but 
their  publication  now  could  only  do 
individuals  harm,  without  working 
any  public  good.  He  vindicated  the 
persons  who  acted  as  commissioners 
upon  the  Carnatic  claims,  and  said, 
that  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Petrie,  the 
court  had  not  decided  so  much  in  ex- 
clusion of  him  who  had  all  along  op- 
posed the  councils  of  the  governor,  as 
in  preference  of  others  who  had  acted 
with  him. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  was  anxious  for 
the  production  of  every  informalipn 
upon  a  subject  of  such  importance. 

Sir  J.  Anstruther,  from  the  ex- 
perience oi  eight  years  personal  in- 
timacy, bore  testimony  to  the  firm- 
ness, justice,  temper^  and  moderation 
of  Sir  G.  Barlow. 

Sir  T.  TurtonM  not  deny  SirG. 
Barlow  firmness,  but  thought  there 
might  yet  be  a  question  whether  that 
firmness    had  |>ecn  hudjibljr  verted. 

Vqi.  12. 


His  Majesty's  ministers,  for  instance, 
exhibited  great  firmness  certainly^ 
but  it  was  in  obstinately  resisting  and 
Insulting  the  wishes  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Grant  was  astonished  that  gen- 
tlemen could  be  hurried  into  such  un- 
justifiable vehemence,  as  to  prejudge 
the  case  before  the  proper  documents 
upon  which  alone  their  opinions  could 
be  justly  founded,  were  before  them. 
He  passed  a  warm  eulogium  upon  the 
character  and  conduct  of  Sir  G.  Barlow. 

Mr.  GrenfeU  and  Mr.  Isdell  spoke 
in  support  of  the  propriety  of  bring- 
ing the  question  before  parliament. 

I.Jr.  P.  Moore  called  the  attention 
of  gentlemen  to  this  one  fact,  that 
Sir  G.  Barlow  had,  on  takin'g  upon 
him  the  government  of  Madras,  found  ' 
there  one  of  the  best-disciplined  and 
most  loyal  armies  of  any  in  the  em- 
pire. What  had  since  fallen  out  was 
but  too  notorious.  That  very  army 
had  at  that  period  received  the  thanks 
of  the  House  for  havjng  added  another^ 
world  to  their  empire. 

Mr.  Lushington  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  conduct  of  Sir  G. 
Barlow  nad  beeq  unnecessarily  harsh. 

Mr.  Creevey  then  shortly  replied, 
and  stated,  that  with  respect  to  squibs 
and  pamphleteering,  the  governor  had 
had  his  pamphleteer  on  this  side  of 
the  water,  whose  production  had  first 
directed  his  close  attention  to  this 
subject.  He  agreed,  however,  to  Mr. 
Dundas*s  proposition,  and  the  motion 
for  the  correspondence  between  the 
court  and  the  governor  in  council,  was 
then  put  and  carried  nem.  con. 

MACAO  EXPEDITION. 

Tuesday,  May  Sth, 
Mr.  Prevdergast  rose  to  move  for 
papers  respecting  the  origin  and  con- 
duct of  the  expedition  to  the  Portu- 
guese settlement  at  Macao.  He  gave 
a  statement  of  the  conduct  of  that 
expedition,  from  which  it  appeared, 
that  admiral  Drnry  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  place  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Portuguese  governor, 
and  hoisted  the  British  flag,  &c.— 
that  he  had  unwarrantably  threatened 
and  insulted  the  Chinese,  who  h^ 
opposed  the  procci6ding«— that  in  a? 
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attack  a  Brkish  boat  had  been  taken 
by  the  Chincie^  io  the  recovery  of 
which  by  the  British,  twenty-five 
Chinese  had  been  (we  think  he  said) 
killed  or  wounded — that  the  British 
had  been  exposed  to  odium  and  con* 
tempt  in  this  business — and  our  valua- 
ble commerce  with  China  endanger- 
ed. It  was  proper  that  the  house 
ahonld  know  who  were  to  blame  in 
this  transaction  3  and  therefore  he 
moved — first,  for  copies  of  dispatches 
to  the  admiralty  and  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, relative  to  this  expedition — 
aecond,  copied  of  communications  by 
the  admiralty  to  admiral  Drury,  pa 
the  reportft  which  they  received  re- 
specting this  expedition — third,  copies 
of  all  orders  and  opinions  sent  by  the 
directors  or  the  board  of  controol  to 
the  governor-general  of  Bengal,  or  the 
supercargoes  at  Canton,  relative  to 
the  occupation  of  Macao.  He  stated 
that  he  would  willingly  be  one  of  a 
committee  to  select  the  proper  papers 
from  a  great  masft  which  he  knew 
might  be  comprehended  under  these 
motions, 

Mr.  Dundas  said,  the  detail  of  the 
course  of  the  expedition  was  correcti 
^  far  as  it  went.  But  circumstances 
had  been  omitted  which  altered  the 
complexion  ot  the  case.  When  there 
was  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Bri- 
tish would  be  excluded  from  the  Por* 
tuguese  ports  before  the  removal  of 
the  royal  family  of  Portugal  to  the  Bra- 
zil, orders  had  been  sent  out  to  take 
the  Portusmse  settlements  in  the  east 
(afterwards  countermanded)  by  force, 
if  necessary,  except  Macao,  which 
was  not  to  be  taken  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  Chinese,  and  it  was 
imagined  that  the  Chinese  would  wil- 
lingly accept  of  our  assistance  to  re- 
pel a  hostile  attack  of  the  French  on 
4he  settlement,  if  that  should  be  at- 
tempted. The  govemor-getieral  was 
apprized  by  the  committee  of  super- 
cargoes at  Canton  that  the  French 
were  preparing  to  attack  the  place, 
and  that  it  misht  be  taken  po«ession 
of  by  us,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Chinese  as  he  understood.  It  was  ne- 
cessary to  act  immediately,  without 
wa*y;in|r  for  fiurtber  orders,  wo^  the 


governor  sent  admiral  Droty,  wh» 
acted  in  concert  with  the  supercargoes, 
till  they  were  convinced  that  further 
perseverance  would  be  useless.  He 
conceived  that  no  blame  attached  to 
the  governor-general  or  the  admiral. 
He  agreed  with  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman as  to  the  importance  of  preser- 
ving our  Chinese  commerce — but  un- 
der all  the  circorostances,  he  thought 
there  was  no  occasion  for  these  pa- 
pers, which  were  very  voluminous, 
and  he  would  therefore  Oppose  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone  disapproved  of 
the  occupation  of  the  territoiy  in  ques- 
tion. The  island  was  100  miles  in 
circumference ;  the  Portuguese'  did 
not  occupy  above  ten  miles  in  circum- 
lerence  of  it ;  the  Chinese  only  allow* 
ed  them  one  week*s  provisions  at  a 
time*  so  that  we  bad  no  occasion  to 
dread  the  French  getting,  or  if  they 
did  eet,  retaining  possession  of  it. 

Mr.  Wallace  thought  that  no  suffi- 
cient case  had  been  noAde  out  to  induce 
the  house  to  order  such  a  mass  of  pa- 
pers  to  be  produced. 

Sir  Ifome  Popham  thought  if  there 
was  any  inconvmiience  in  producing 
all  the  papers  called  for,  there  could, 
at  least,  be  no  objection  in  producing 
those  which  related  to  the  supercar- 
goes, the  marine  service,  and  the 
in)mmander  in  chief. 

Mr.  C.  Grant  r^robated  the  mo- 
tion, as  tending  to  lead  the  C^ipfy* 
to  suppose  that  we  were  in  a  state  of 
servility  to  them.  Sach  conduct  could 
not  tend  to  render  them  more  concili- 
atory. 

Mr.  Prendergast  replied. 

Mr.  Dundas  and  Mr.  Prendergast 
mutually  explained. 

Mr.  jisteU  opposed  the  motion. 

The  gallery  was  cleared,  but  no  di- 
vision took  place,  and  the  motioa  was 
negatived. 

Monday,  May  14th. 
EAST  INDIA  COMPANY, 
Mr.  .^/eQ  presented  a  petition  from 
the  East  India  company,  which  was 
received  and  read«-^It  was  of  con- 
siderable length,  and  took  a  retrospec- 
tive Tiev  rftheconDCCtion  between 
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the  lodifl  company  and  the  BritiA 
government  tince  the  year  1793 ; 
stating,  t^t  npon  the  expeaces  pro* 
doced  by  several  expeditions  which 
had  been  undertaken,  debts  were  in- 
curred on  boih  sides,  which  were 
never  clearty  balanced  and  liqdidated  ; 
hot  that  a  considerable  balance  was 
due  to  the  company,  which  they  now 
prayed  to  have  examined  by  the 
house,  and  any  balance  that  might  ap- 
pear due  to  thens  paid. 

Leave  was  given  to  present  a  pe*. 
fition  pursuant  to  the  prayer  of  this 
petition  ;  which  was  accordingly  pre- 
aented  and  read :  and  Mr.  Astell  mo- 
ved that  it  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  consider  of  the  affairs 
of  the  East  India  company. 

Mr.  Creevey  rose,  to  ofier  some 
observations  upon  the  statements  al- 
leged in  this  petition.  It  stated,  that 
the  government  was  in  debt  to  the 
East  India  company,  on  accoont  of 
the  expeoces  incurred  in  the  last  war  3 
but  their  accoont  was  referred  to  a 
committee  in  the  year  1805,  who  re^ 
ported  that  the  amount  of  the  ba* 
isoce.  then  due  to  the  company  was 
2,300,OOCl.  Out  of  this  they  were 
paid  two  millions,  and  there  still  re- 
mained a  balance  in  their  £ivour  of 
300>000l.  But  in  the  next  year  the 
company  produced  a  new  statement, 
in  which  they  swelled  this  balance  to 
1  ,^00,0001.  making  their  original  claim, 
instead  of  2,d00,00(fl.  3,800,0001.  He 
denied  that  such  a  thing  ought  to  have 
been  done  }  it  was  Ifene,  however,  and 
now  they  came  forward  with  a  new 
claim  for  l,900;M0l.  alleged  to  be 
doe  on  this  stale  account.  They  seem- 
ed totally  to  forget  that  m  fact,  the 
public  owed  them  nothing  He  cpoid 
easily  understand  that,  wanting  this 
earn,  they  pre^nred  claiming  it  as  a 
debt,  to  asking  for  it  in  any  other 
shape  i  becaose  if  it  was  granted  to 
them  in  the  shape  of  a  debt,  it  would 
be  got  by  a  single  motion  ;  whereas  in 
any  other  way,  the  progress  would  be 
circuitous,  and  liable  to  be  impeded/ 
by  mncb  discussion.  It  was  now  just 
Ibttr  years  since  any  discussion  of  the 
company's  afiairs  took  place  in  that 
.bouse  3  for  they  had  been  now  ibur 
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years  without  brindng  forward  any 
budget,  although  they  had.  In  suc- 
cessive years,  claimed  and  obtained 
large  sums  in  a^vance^  on  pretence 
of  answering  the  exigencies  of  the 
moment.  All,  in  fact,  that  parlia* 
ment  knew  of  the  East  India  company 
for  the  last  fbnr  years,  was  from  its 
petitions  on  their  journals.  In  the 
year  I8O7,  a  bill  passed  for  enabling 
them  to  borrow  2^000,0001.  In  the 
following  year,  another  bill  passed  for 
enabling  them  to  raise  1,900.0001. ; 
they  stated  again  last  year  that  they 
wanted  another  2,000,0001,  to  meet 
the  exigencies  cf  the  occasion,  and 
yet  another  session  had  passed  without 
their  submitting  to  the  house  any  ge- 
neral state  of  their  affairs,  owing  to 
the  want  of  which  it  was  impossible 
for  the  house  to  come  to  a  full  and  fair 
discussion  npon  a  subject  so  import- 
ant.  He  considered  the  present  claim 
as  one  of  the  most  preposterous  that 
ever  was  qdered  to  parliament,  and  he 
trusted  the  house  would  ffrant  the 
company  nothing  until  a  full  account 
ot  the  state  of  their  affiiirs  was  pro* 
duced  and  investigated.  The  law 
positively  required,  that  before  any 
dividend  was  made  of  their  profits, 
they  should  clear  their  accounts  with 
the  public ;  and  yet,  although  no 
such  clearance  had  been  made,  the 
company  were  now  dividing  on  their 
last  year's  profit  10^  per  cent. — He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  house  would 
come  to  some  decisive  issue  upon  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Grant  said  there  was  one  to* 
pic  from  which  the  honorable  gentle* 
men  generally  abstained,  when  speak* 
ing  of  the  affairs  of  the  companv, 
namely,  the  justice  due  to  them.  H^. 
(Mr.  Grant),  however,  would  main* 
tain^,  that  they  bad  a  just  elaim  to  % 
vvsy*  considerable  balance  in  their  &« 
vour^  and  that  the  true  balance  due  to 
them  in  1808  was  }, 500,0001. and  that 
the  company  had  never  acceded  to 
the  statement,  as  laid  down  by  thf 
honorable  gentleman.  They  desired 
only  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  th^ 
house  I  thev  asked  only  a  fair  exami* 
nation  of  their  accounts,  and  if  any 
balance  should  appear   doe  to  tbtcp* 
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that  they  might  receive  it.  It  was 
sdid,  on  a  recent  occasion,  that  the 
doors  of  that  house  should  be  opened 
wide  to  petitions,  and  he  hoped  the 
India  company  were  as  fairly  entitled 
to  the  extension  of  such  an  indulgence 
jisany  other  description  of  people.  If 
any  money  was  due  to  them  it  ought  to 
be  paid.  The  honorable  gentleman, 
he  was  sure,  would  not  contend  that 
no  balance  was  due  ;  and  he  trusted 
the  House  of  Commons  would  not  close 
its  ears  against  just  claims  ofiered  in 
respectful  language. 

Lord  J.  Hamilton  spoke  a  short 
time,  but  was  not  distinctly  audible 
from  the  gallery  ;  we  understood  him 
to  speak  on  the  same  side  with  Mr. 
Creevey. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  answer  to  some  allusion  from  Mr. 
Creevey,  with  respect  to  his  interfe- 
rence in  the  last  claim  of  the  company 
for  a  Joan  of  two  millions,  said,  he 
had  not  encouraged  the  company  in 
that  application  by  any  thing  like  a 
pledge  of  the  sanction  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  nor  by  any  opinion  that  the 
country  at  large  would  favour  it ;  but 
what  the  House  of  Commons  would  do 
upon  a  petition  submitted  to  them,  he 
could  not  say.  It  did,  however,  ap- 
pear to  him,  (hat  the  company  had  a 
right  to  an  opportunity  of  having  their 
claims  fairly  examined  and  equitably 
adjusted. 

Mr.  Whithread  said,  that  although 
the  accounts  betweefi  the  government 
and  the  India  company  had  not  been 
completely  liquidated,  that  balances 
ought  to  be  struck  from  time  to  time. 
The  honorable  gentleman  opposite  to 
him  had  said,  that  the  company  did 
no)  think  themselves  fairly  dealt  by  in 
the  last  settlement  of  their  account. 
The  president  of  the  board  of  controul 
was  the  same  person  then  as  now-;  so 
was  the  Chancellor  of  ihe  Kxchifqner. 
They  made  no  objeciion  to  the  fur* 
tner  settlement  ^  and  if  that  was  their 
Opinion  at  the  time,  he  did  not  see 
what  right  the  company  had  now  to 
their  sanction^  in  coming  forward^ 
and  claiming  a  new  inv^gation  upon 
an  account  already  settled  two  years 
ftgo. — The  right  honorable  gentleman 


(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdieqoer) 
•aid,  that  on  the  former  occasion  he 
withheld  his  own  countenance  from 
their  claim.  But  had  they  no  oppor* 
tunity  of  conversation  with  him  since  ; 
had  they  not  before  received  his 
former  refusal  to  support  their  claim  \ 
And  yet  two  years  after  the  account 
was,  closed,  they  are  allowed  to  come 
forward  with  the  countenance  of  the 
right  honorable  gentleman,  and  again 
set  up  their  claim,  which  he  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  considered  as  unfair  and 
inadmissible  by  the  public. 

Mr,  Dundas  said,  the  honorable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbisad)  was  right; 
he  (Mr.  Dundas) did  at  that  time  state 
that  the  account  was  closed,  and  the 
reason  was,  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  1805  was  proceeded  on 
by  that  of  180d,  and  the  East  India 
company  denied  the  justice  of  the 
conclusions  of  that  committee,  and 
complained  of  their  injustice  in  refusing 
to  admit  their  claim.  They,  there- 
fore, now  came  to  the  house  for  re- 
lief, and  that  was  the  basis. of  their 
present  petition.  Claims  were  some 
time  since  made  by  a  person  of  the 
post-office,  who  coraplainQd  of  the 
injustice  done  to  him  twenty  years 
ago,  and  no  objection  was  made  by 
the  house  to  entertain  and  investigate 
that  claim ;  therefore  he  could  see  no 
renson  why  this  petition  should  not  be 
received  and  attended  to. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  oa  India  af- 
fairs. 

Tuesday,  May  \5(h, 
FAST  INDIA  COMPANY, 
Mr.  Creevey,  after  briefiy  com- 
mentiqg  on  the  propriety  of  the  JEast 
India  company  submitting  to  the  pub- 
lic a  statement  of  their  affairs,  when 
tliey  were  in  the  habit  of  comiog 
down  every  year  to  that  house  to  bor- 
row money,  moved  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  house  a  copy  of  the  expo- 
sition of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India 
company,  submitted  to  the  committee 
of  1808,  appointed  to  consider  the 
affairs  of  India, 

Mr.  Dmdas  said  he  should  not  op« 
pose  the  motioDif  whicb^  afler  a  &w 
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words  from    Ldrd   Folkestone^    was 
^eed  to. 

Mr.  Astell  mowed  for  the  pnxjuc- 
tion  of  papers  respecting  the  direc- 
tors in  1797.— Ordered. 

Tuesday,  May  27th. 
EAST  INDIA   EXPORT  TRADE. 

Mr.  Prendergasi,  after  a  few  pre- 
fatory observations,  inculcating  the 
necessity  of  promoting  the  export  trade 
of  the  East  Indies  by  some  prompt  and 
efficient  measures,  moved/  pursuant 
to  his  notice.  '*  That  there  be  laid 
before  the  house  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  governor-general  in  council 
to  the  court  of  directors^  dated  23d 
of  August,  1809.*' 

On  the  question  being  put, 

Mr.  R,  S»  Dundas  opposed  the 
production  of  the  paper,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  already,  with  va- 
rious other  documents,  before  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  East 
India  company's  afiairs,  and  also  be- 
cause it  would  l)e  a  useless  waste  of 
the  time  of  the  house  to  occupy  its 
attention  with  any  part  of  the  ques- 
tion, until  that  committee  shall  have 
made  its  report. 

Mr.  Graui  said,  that  the  sales  in* 
Leadenhall-street  were  much  quick- 
ened by  the  Americans  retiring  from 
the  trade,  and  withdrawing  their  com- 
petition. The  honorable  gentleman 
was  totally  mistaken  if  he  supposed 
that  tlie  company  wished  to  favour 
the  American  trade  in  preference  to 
the  native  trade. 

Sir  T.  Turton  complained  of  the 
darkness  in  which  the  company  chose 
to  keep  this  country  with  respect  to 
every  thing  that  takes  place  in  India. 
Two  sessions  had  elapsed,  and  the  third 
was  on  the  point  of  expiring,  without 
any  report  being  presented  to  the  house 
CD  that  subject. 

Sir  /.  Anstruther  hoped  that  it  would 
not  be  considered  that  the  inquiry  re- 
specting the  private  trade  was  now 
terminated.  Although  it  was  some- 
times alleged  thai  ti)e  company  ma- 
naged their  trade  so  well  aod  so  cheap  1 
that  no  private  traders  ^could  come 
into  competition^  he  beiieved  shat  it 
W0UI4  bo  foQOd  i^poo  eb^airy  that  thfk. 


company  lost  considerable  by  those 
restrictions  and  fetters  they  imposed 
on  private  traders. 

Mr.  P.  Mowe  hoped  that  a  full  and 
fair  report  respecting  India  might  be 
.  before  the  country,  prior  to  the  time 
that  any  steps  should  be  taken  for  a 
renewal  of  their  charter.  That  great 
and  rich  country  had  been  so  badly 
managed  by  the  company,  as  to  be 
of  hardly  ahy  service  to  the  mother 
country,  whereas  it  ought  to  furnish 
considerable  aid. 

Mr.  IVaUace  said,  that  some  reports 
respecting  India  were  in  a  state  of 
preparation  and  forwardness. 

kh^x  a  few  ol)servations  from  other 
gentlemen,  and  a  short  reply  from  Mr» 
Prendergast,  the  motion  was  put  and 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  64  to  24. 

Thursday,  May  3l5/. 
INDIA  LOAN. 
Mr.  Dundas  stated  the  causes  of  th« 
difficulties  in  which  the  company  found 
itself,  the  chief  of  which  was,  the  num« 
her  of  bills  presented  in  this  country 
for  payment  npon  their  India  debt. 
It  had  been  the  object  of  the  company, 
however,  to  confine  their  loans  in  In- 
dia to  their  surplus  revenue  there,  and 
they  had  succeeded  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  Madras  and  Bombay ;  but 
there  were  no  accounts  from  Bengal 
to  shew  how  the  plan  answered  there. 
But  a  complete  account  of  all  their 
debts  would  be  laid  before  the  house 
next  session.  It  had  never  been  ex- 
pected that  these  debts  could  be  dis- 
charged out  of  their  commercial  pro- 
fits here.  The  India  debt  contracted 
in  the  acquisition  of  territory  ought 
to  be  charged  on  the  territorial  reve- 
nue. The  house  had  been  in  the  ha« 
bit  of  extending  relief  to  merchants, 
but  the  company  would  have  been 
able  to  meet  all  their  late  immense 
losses  in  trade,  had  it  not  i)een  for 
these  India  bills.  He  proposed  tomovo 
an  issue  of  one  and  a  half  million  in 
exchequer  bills  for  the  relief  of  the 
company,  wbiokwoak^  be  made  pay- 
able in  ri  ok;  td  bring. >ihe  companyV 
aftatts  vnder  idiKusoon  nome  time 
next  seasbK-wiTh^reti'exstrd.  ^afficU' 
eofiseciiritj  fit  tbassD  tbeir  stock  ^kt 
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trade,  and  the  debt  would  be  liquida* 
ted  by  the  company  defraying  certain 
naval  expence«  in  the  £ait  Indies,  hi- 
therto defrayed  by  the  crown.  Mr. 
D.  then  adverted  to  the  wart  in  which 
the  company  had  been  engaged,  which 
bad  occasioned  the  deficit  in  tbeir  re- 
venue compared  with  their  expendi- 
tnre.  But  there  was  now  a  prospect 
of  their  being  able  cdnsiderabiy  to  re- 
duce their  military  establishment.  He 
further  stated,  that  the  government 
bad  called  upon  the  company  to  give 
licences  for  individual  trade  to  Africa, 
the  Red  Se^,  and  Southern  Continent 
of  America.  The  house,  however, 
would  have  a  future  opportunity  of 
regulating  the  India  trade  in  whatever 
manner  should  appear  most  proper. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  as  above, 
that  one  million  and  a  half  of  exche- 
quer bills,  &c. 

Mr.  Creevey  stated,  that  be  had 
little  confidence  in  the  security  prof- 
fered for  this  sum.  It  was  remarkable 
that,  as  to  India,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman bad  only  been  able  to  shew  a 
decrease  of  deficit^— he  had  said  no^ 
thing  of  surplus.  He  contended,  in 
opposition  to  the  last  speaker,  that  in- 
crease of  investment  was  not  necessa- 
rily a  source  of  profit.  Where  the 
trade  was  a  losing  one,  it  was  a  means 
of  loss  I  and  he  referred  to  lord  Min- 
to*s  letter  to  shew  how  the  matter  stood 
in  the  present  instance.  The  compa- 
ny bad  completely  failed  in  their  en- 
gagements to  the  luiblic  i  and  instead 
of  nine  millions,  wbich  they  ought 
to  have  paid  bj  this  time,  they  bad 
only  paid  500,0001. 

Mr.  Dundas  observed,  that  the  af- 
€nrs  of  the  company  could  not  be 
considered  as  a  mere  mercantile  con- 
cern. They  were  not  to  be  considered 
as  bankrupt,  because  their  commer- 
cial profits  here  could  not  answer  the 
India  bills.  It  might  as  well  be  said 
that  this  coontry  was  bankrupt,  be- 
cause it  could  not  at  once  discharge  a 
debt  of  600,000,0001 

A  oaember,  whoee  naiae  we  cosld 
not  learn,  stated^  ythati  he  had  a  letter 
from  India,  stating  aa  instanofof^MHl 
faith  in  the  companyi  lia-'Migard  to  a 
loan  cooirabtod  theriil.  itwf»  -of  the 


Int  importance  to  preserve  the  coofi^ 
denoe^of  the  natives  j  and  he  confef* 
ted  tl^t  the  letter  in  qoeation  had  al- 
most destroyed  (he  lemains  of  coo* 
fidence  which  he  had  had  in  the  st*'  * 
bility  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Dundas  stated,  that  the  trans- 
action in  question  was  now  under  in- 
vestigation. 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone  supported  tbo 
motion,  although  he  considered  it  per- 
fectly delusive  to  argse  that  the  affainr 
of  the  East  India  company  were  in 
a  flourishing  state.  With  respect  to 
the  alleged  reduction  of  the  military 
force  in  ludia,  it  was  impossible,  in- 
asmuch as  it  was  now  scarcely  suffi* 
cient  for  the  protection  of  the  terri- 
tories subject  to  the  company. 

Mr.  Grant  denied  that  the  allega- 
tions relative  to  the  insolvency  of  the 
company  werr;  in  any  degree  borne 
out  by  the  facts,  id  though  it  was  ma- 
nifest that  the  general  circulation  of 
such  rumours,  both  within  and  with- 
out those  walls,  was,  above  all  other 
circumstances,  calculated  to  produce 
iiKich  of  tlie  evil  which  it  was  only 
affected  to  predict  It  was  no  proof 
that  because  the  coffers  of  the  com- 
pany at  hopQC,  in  consequence  of  their 
commercial  and  political  exertions  in 
India,  were  not  full,  that  therefore 
the  application  to  the  country  for  an 
advance  of  a  certain  sum  was  insol- 
vency. Had  not  at  various  times  great 
chartered  bodies  made  such  ap^ica- 
tions  to  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
Did  not  the  Bank  of  England  do  so, 
and  would  it  -  be  contend^  that  such 
an  act  fully  illustrated  the  insolvency 
of  that  corporjction  ? 

After  some  further  ^observations 
from  lord  Morpelh  and  Mr.  Prender- 
gast,  the  committee  divided,  when  the 
jiumbers  wcre^ 

For  the  motion  75 — against  it  10— 
majority^. 

EAST   INDIA  COMPANrS 
SERVICE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dundas,  the 
honse  went  into  a  committee  on  the 
East  India  recraiting  bill. 

Sir  Hmry  Montgomery  rose*  in 
pOTsoaoce  of  the  notice  he  gave  on 
the  aecoAd  x^nduog  of  this  bill>   to* 
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propose  a  claase  to  regulate  the  rank 
of  the  officers  in  the  company^s  armv 
with  those    of  hk    majesty,    which 
would  at  once  pat  an  eod  to  the  dis- 
contents and  heart-burnings  that  had 
so  long  agitated  the  army  in  India,  and 
would,    if  not  fixed  on  fair  military 
'  principles,  one  day  or  other  occasion 
the  loss  of  that  roost  valuable  part  of 
the  Bntish  empire.    By  a  clause  in 
the  mutiny  act*   for  the  government 
of  the  army  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, passed  in  the  year  1753,   and 
continued  by  the  articles  of  war  pub- 
lished   annually  by  the  king*  it    is 
directed  (said  Sir  H.),  that  officers  of 
the  king's  army,  when  on  duty  with 
those  of  the  company,  shall  take  rank 
and  precedence  without  reference  to 
the  date  of  commission  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  oldest  general,  colo- 
nel, major,  or  captain,  in  the  company's 
army,  although  of  ten  vears  in  that 
rank,  is  to  be  commanded  by  an  of- 
ficer  of  equal  rank  in  his  majesty's 
array  promoted    yesterday.     It  must 
be  recollected,  that  although  such  a 
distinction  might  have  been  very  pro- 
per fifty-seven  years  ago,    when  this 
act  passed — when  the  officers  in  the 
company *s  army  were  few,  and  still 
fewer  of  them  regularly  bred  to  the 
military     life ;    yet    of    late    years, 
it   has  become  a  regularly  organized 
army  of  nearly  as  great  a  magnitude 
38  bis  majesty's  army  annually  voted 
by  the  house ;  and  that  it  has  produc- 
ed, and  does  at  this  moment  consist 
of,   as  many  distinguished  and  valua- 
ble officers  as  any  in  the  world.    I 
think  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  thing 
which  I  ask,     that,    as  subjects  and 
8er%*at)ts  of  the  same  state,  they  should 
be  put  on  an  equality  of  rank  when  on 
doty  together.    The  right  honourable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  board 
of  controul  will,  I  know,  tell  me,  as 
he  did  the  other  night,  there  is  no  sort 
of  occasion  to  repeal  this  clause,  for 
the  king  was  graciously  pleased,    in 
the  year  1787,  to  promise  that  brevet 
commissions  in    his  army  should  be 
granted  to  the  officers  in  the  company's 
service^  which  had  put  them  on  an 
equal  footing  in  respect  to  rank  ;  but 
surely  the  right  honourable  gentleman 


must  know  that  his  majesty's  most 
gracious  intention  in  this  respect  hat 
not  been  complied  with  for  the  last 
ten  yt^n ;  andf  that  there  is  not  an  of* 
fioer  in    the   ^company's  army,   save 
those  who  have  been  promoted  in  the 
general  brevet  at  home,  that  have  ever 
received  a  commission.    If  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  know^ 
I  can  tell  him  and  the  house,   that 
very  many  unpleasant  discussions  have 
taken  place  on  this  point  between  the 
king's  and  company's  officers  of  late^ 
and  it  it  my  firm  belief,  that  nothing 
less  than    what  I   now  propose  will 
put  a  stop  to  them  in  future,  or  secure 
that  harmony  which  I  think  ousht  to 
prevail  between    soldiers  and    &llow 
subjects    serving  their  sovereign  and 
country.      Can  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  and  the  house  believe,  that 
even  had  his  majesty's  most  gracious 
intention  been  carried  into  effect,  the 
article  to  whicji  I  object  would  not 
still  be  considered  as  degrading  to  the 
feelings  of  the  officers  in  the  com- 
pany's army?    But,  Sir,  what  would 
be  their  feelings  in  case  it  should  be 
found  necessary  to  employ  in  India 
any  of  the  many  foreign  corps  now 
in  the  service  ?    The  officers  of  these 
corps  are  entitled,  as    the    act  now 
stands,  to  claim  the  same  superiority  of 
rank  over  the  company's  army,  and 
I  would  ask  the  house  if  this  is  to  be 
endured  ?  I  have  alsato  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
nan  to    another    subject,    which.    I 
mentioned  the  other  night,  that  is  the 
restriction  of  rank  of  the  company's 
army  to  major-general.    I  wish  always 
to  speak  of  his  majesty's  army  and 
the  foreign  troops  in  his  service,  as 
I  feel,  with  perfect  respect.    But  when 
I  see  on  the  list  of  the  armv  two  lieuw 
tenant- generals.    Count   de  Meuron 
and  Baron  Hompesch,  I  cannot  see 
any  sufficient  reason  why  major-gene* 
mis  in  the  company's  army,  with  bre- 
vets "firom  the  kins's,  should  not  be  pro- 
moted to  a  hFgner  rank.     No  man 
thinks  more  highly  of  Sir  Samuel  Ach- 
muty  than  I  do )  nor.  as  I  said  before, 
do  I  think  there  was 'so  proper  a  per- 
son to  be  found  for  the  very  important 
Station  to  which  he  has  been  sent) 
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but  I  still  assert  that  he  has  had  local 
rank  given  hira  contrary  to  the  stipu- 
lations made  with  the  company's  army 
in  17^6  :  that  although  local  rank  was 
to  be  given  to  the  commanders  -  in- 
chief^  at  the  different  presidencies,  it 
"was  only  intended  to  entitle  them  to 
a  larger  staff,  and  to  the  consequent 
aggrandizement  of  the  station,  and 
not  to  the  depression  or  supercession 
of  any  senior  officer.  Does  the  local 
rank  given  to  Sir  Brent  Spencer,  Sir 
Slaplcton  Cotton,  &c.  supercede  any 
of  their  seniors  in  the  army  of  Por- 
tugal ?  And  when  major  -  general 
Abercrombie  was  sent  to  Bombay 
with  the  local  rank  of  lieutenant-ge- 
neral, was  there  not  very  good  care 
taken  to  prevent  it  affecting  one  of 
his  majesty's  major-generals  then  do- 
ing duty  there,  by  his  removal  to  the 
staff  of  another  presidency  ?  But  no 
such  allowance  was  made  for  the  feel- 
ings of  tiie  company's  officer.  He 
roust  either  suffer  supercession,  or 
cease  to  serve  his  country.  This  sub- 
ject will,  I  trust,  be  taken  into  most 
serious  consideration  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  -,  but  if  he  wishes 
to  withh(>ld  it  to  be  offered  as  a  boon 
to  the  officers  of  the  company's  army, 
on  any  arrangement  which  he  may 
•wish  to  make  to  induce  the  army  to 
transfer  their  services,  I  would  tell 
him,  the  company's  officers  are  very 
■well  content  to  remain  governed  as 
they  are.  They  have  ever  found  the 
court  of  directors  a  most  useful  and 
often  a  successful  barrier  between  them 
jind  encroachments  from  another  quar- 
ter, and  they  have  heretofore  also 
found  the  court  of  directors  ever  ready 
^nd  willing  to  attend  to  their  just  com- 
plaints, and,  as  far  as  in  their  power, 
redress  them. — I  now  move  the  clause  : 
Be  it  enacted  that  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  all  officers  m  the  service  of 
the  united  company  of  merchants 
of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies, 
shall,  whenever  they  are  employed  on 
duty  or  otherwise  with  the  officers  of 
his  majesty's  army,  take  rank,  pre- 
cedence, and  command^  according 
to  the  d.ites  of  their  respective  com- 
missions, and  to  the  rules  of  the  army. 
Mr.  Dundas  objecled^olhis,  as  in- 
efficient^  and  contrary  to  the  agree- 


ment entered  into  on  the  subject  id 
1796.  It  was  also  a  novel  legislation 
on  the  army,  whicl^  ought  to  be  left 
to  the  king. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the 
report  6n  the  bill,  as  originally  framed^ 
ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  June  \4ih. 
EAST  liSfDIA  LOAN. 

Mr.  Dundas  moved  the  third  read- 
ing 6(  the  East  India  Loan  bill. 

Sir  T.  Turlon  stated,  that  he  bad 
been  so  disgusted  with  the  mode  in 
which  India  subjects  had  been  treated, 
that  if  this  had  concerned  India  alone 
he  would  expect  no  attention.  £ut 
it  concerned  this  country,  as  he  saw 
no  reasonable  liope  that  this  sum  would 
ever  be  repaid.  Tlie  territories,  it  had 
been  said,  would  enable  them  to  pay 
the  debt.  Considering  the  debt  upon 
that  territory,  and  the  spirit  of  exten- 
sion and  conquest  in  India,  it  was  im- 
possible to  look  with  confidence  to  that 
resource.  The  financial  embarrass- 
ments had  increased  with  the  con- 
quests, and  though  he  saw  a  gentle- 
man smile,  he  could  point  out  how- 
Indian  princes  and  their  ministers 
had  been  bung  up  at  their  own 
doors,  and  their  heads  fixed  up- 
on the  walls  of  their  own  pa- 
laces. But  these  tidings,  as  they  only 
concerned  India,  excited  no  interest. 
We  had  nothing  to  expect  from  India^ 
except  an  additional  load  of  debt.— 
The  honourable  baronet  then  exami- 
ned the  state  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany's property,  and  contended  that 
they  had  no  reasonable  security  to 
offer  for  the  repayment  of  this  sum. 
There  was  great  reason  to  dread  a  Mah- 
ratta  war,  and  yet  there  appeared  but 
lilile  disposition  to  conciliate  our  own 
army.  He  blamed  the  severity  of  the 
conduct  of  the  governor  of  Madras  j 
that  conduct  might,  perhaps,  be  jus- 
ti6ed  by  necessity  ^  but  that  was  not 
the  general  opinion  among  those  most 
connected  with  India. 

Mr.  ^a//ace  maintained,  that  sound 
policy  required  that  the  East  India* 
company  should  be  relieved.  Tbey 
had  lately  sustained  great  losses,  and 
were  but  just  recovering  from  the  ex- 
pences  consequent  upon  the  just  and: 
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necessary  wars  in  which  they  had  been 
engaged ;  and  even  if  they  had  been 
a  private  commercial  company,  they 
would  have  some  claim  to  assistance. 
Their  present  necessity  was  manifest, 
but  he  contended  that  the  statement 
in  the  report  proved  the  security  to 
be  sufficient.  A  part  of  the  India 
debt  was  of  a  political  character,  and 
in  relieving  the  company  from  the 
pressure  of  that  debt  the  country  was 
serving  itself.  On  the  whole,  the 
country  could  not  with  propriety  re- 
fuse the  present  application. 

Mr.  Creevey  opposed  the  bill,  on 
the  ground  that  there  was  no  hopes 
that  the  money  should  ever  be  repaid  j 
and,  notwithstanding  what  had  been 
said  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  he  thought  that  none  of 
themselves  would  have  the  hardihood 
to  say  that  there  was  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  repayment.  He  objected  to 
it  besides,  on  account  of  the  time  at 
which  it  had  been  brought  forward, 
when  it  was  impossible  to  discuss  the 
subject  fully.  He  objected  also  be- 
cause the  company  might  go  to  market 
to  increase  their  capital,  and  try  their 
credit  with  the  public,  and  lastly,  he 
objected,  t)ecause  a  full  account  of  the 
£ast  India  company's  affairs  had  not 
be6n  laid  before  the  house. 

Mr-^.  Dundas  ^et\\Q6  that  the  com- 
pany's territories  were  such  scenes  of 
rapine  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
bad  represented.  They  were  governed 
in  a  manner  the  most  advantageous  for 
the  people.  This  he  could  take  upon 
him  to  assert,  from  better  sources  of 
information  than  the  honourable  ba- 
ronet possessed.  The  honourable  ba- 
ronet's animadversion  on  the  conduct 
of  the  Madras  government  was  irrele- 
vant. No  information  on  the  subject 
had  as  yet  been  laid  before  the 
House  5  the  censure,  therefore,  was 
as  premature  as  he  believed  it  to  be 
undeserved.  As  to  no  Indian  budget 
having  l)een  brought  forward,  he  had 
Only  to  answer  that  this  was  impossi- 
ble. 

Lord  A.  Hamillon  expressed  his  dis- 
sent to  the  motion. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr. 
JR.  Thornton  in  favour  of  the  bill>  the 


House   divided,  when  the   numbers 
were,  for  the  third  reading,   > 

Ayes     .     -     .    -     52  ' 

Noes    -    -     -    -     10 
Majority     •     -    — 42 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Saturday,  June    1 6. 
EAST  [NDIA    COMPANY. 
The  order  of  the  day  on  the  East  In- 
dia company's  loan  bill  being  read. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale  objected  to 
the  bill  on  the  ground  that  the  com- 
pany had,  for  the  last  seven  years,  been 
paying  dividends  of  10^  per  cent,  on 
their  slock  to  their  proprietors,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  year  after  year,  they 
were  borrowing  from  the  public,  there- 
by making  the  whole  sum,  above  the 
legal  interest,  amounting  to  about 
SOOiOOOl.  a  year,  now  paid  by  them 
to  their  proprietors,  and  which,  there 
being  reason  to  fear  that  their  prodts 
were  actually  nothing,  must  ultimateir 
be  payable  to  their  creditors  as  a  bur* 
then  on  the  public. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  supported  the 
bill. 

Lord  Holland  opposed  it,  on  groundt 
similar  to  those  urged  by  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale. 

The  bill  was  then  forwarded  in  its 
stage. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale  proposed, 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  judges  to 
give  their  opinion  on  the  legality  of 
the  right  assumed  by  the  East  India 
company,  or  their  directors,  to  declare 
a  dividend  of  10^  per  cent,  where,  in 
fact,  their  profits  did  not  amount  to 
one  farthing ;  and  concluded  by  moving, 
that  the  judges  do  attend  intlie  House, 
for  this  purpose,  on  Monday. 

On  this  question  a  division  took 
place,  when  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale  afterwards 
entered  the  following  Protest : 

Dissentient  —  Because,  To  us  it 
appears  that  before  passitig  this  bill  into 
a  law,  the  opinion  of  the  judges  oi^ 
the  legality  of  the  East  India  com<« 
pany's  declaring  a  dividend  in  the  pre« 
sent  state  of  their  affairs  is  highly  de- 
sirable. For  whilst  we  know  trom  the 
accounts  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
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that  they  hme  continaed  to  divide 
snncMiUj  ten  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
their  capital  stock,  we  are  convinced 
that  the  House  of  Commona  would 
Dot  have  abandoned  the  wise  and  pru- 
4eot  system  they  had  formerly  pur- 
sued^ when  in  chapter  64,  of  the 
13tb  of  George  the  Third,  they  li- 
mited the  dividend  on  the  company's 
stock  to  six  per  cent,  till  the  sum  oi 
IbuFteen  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
advanced  to  relieve  them  from  diffi- 
culties similar  to  those  they  now  expe- 
neiaced,  was  repaid,  had  they  not 
thought  it  unnecessary,  seeing  that 
in  their  opinion  the  East  India  com* 
pony  are,  in  the  present  situation  of 
their  a&irs,  by  law  precluded  from 
assigning  to  the  proprietors  any  divi- 
dend on  their  capital  stock. 

Secondly,  Because  the  doubts  that 
must  naturaUy  aris^  on  the  right  of 
the  company  to  declare  a  dividend^ 
from  the  difference  of  opinion  thus 
disclosed  to  us  by  the  conduct  of  the 
East  India  compa  y,  and  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  sent  ap  by  the  Com- 
mons, are  greatly  increased  by  the 
JUlowing  considerations  .— 

First,  The  accounts  of  ^slock  per 
computation  on  the  table  of  this  house 
— Ist  of  March,  1806  j  1st  of  March, 
1807  ;  1st  of  March,  1808;  and  1st 
of  March,  I8O9 — ^^  ^^^^  shewing 
9ny  profit,  after  the  payment  of  bills 
of  exchange  accepted,  and  of  debts, 
interest,  and  other  out-goings,  exhibit, 
in  that  short  space  of  time,  a  loss  to 
the  enormous  amount  of  twelve  mil- 
lions five  hundred  and  seventy-one 
thousand  twenty-two  pounds;  whilst 
by  the  11 1th  clause  of  the  33d  George 
III.  chapter  52,  the  company  have 
only  a  right  to  declare  a  dividend  *'  out 
of  their  profits  in  Great  Britain,  afknr 
providing  for  payment  of  bills  of  ex- 
change already  accepted  by  the  com- 
pany, as  the  same  shall  become  due, 
0ttd  for  the  current  payment  of  other 
.debts,  interest,  and  other  out-goings, 
charges,  and  expences.** 

Secondly,  Both  the  East  India  com- 
pany and  the  legislature  seem  to  l\ave 
formerly  given  a  most  decided  opinion 
on  this  subject  j  for  when,  by  the  65th 
chapter  of  the  2 Ist  of  Geoige  III. 


the  company  were,  as  at  present,  pre- 
cluded from  dividin|  the  sum,  then 
permitted  by  law,  of  eight  per  cent, 
on  their  capital  stock,  till  they  had 
provided  for  the  carrent  payment  of 
interest,  out-goings,  and  other  ex- 
pences ;  they,  in  the  year  after  the 
passing  of  that  act,  petitioned  to  be 
empowered  by  law  to  divide  the  said 
sum  of  eight  per  cent,  per  aiuum, 
notwithstanding  that  their  net  profits 
fell  short  of  what  was  oecessar}-  to 
discharge  such  a  dividend  by  twenty- 
two  thousand  and  twenty-three  pounds; 
and  Parliament  actually  gave  such 
powers  in  chapter  51  of  the  22d  of 
George  III. 

Thirdly,  Because  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, whatever  may  be  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  concerning  the 
riffht  o{  the  company  to  declare  a  di- 
vidend, it  seems  to  us  imperiously 
necessary  for  the  public  interest,  that 
the  House  should  be  in  possession  of 
it.  For  if  the  judges  should  pronounce 
it  to  be  illegal  for  the  company  to  de- 
clare any  dividend  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  their  afiairs,  the  authority  of 
such  an  opinion  would  prevent  a  large 
portion  of  the  sun\  about  to  be  lent, 
from  being  illegally  transferred  into 
the  pockets  of  tliC  proprietors  of  India 
sl0ck;  and  if,  on  the  contrary,  the 
jnd^N  should  declare,  that  suc^  a  di- 
vidend was  legal,  it  would  certainly  . 
suggest  10  the  House  the  propriety  of 
following  the  wise  example  the  legis- 
lature has  heretofore  given,  by  intro- 
dncing  a  clause  into  the  bill  now  beipre 
them,  for  diminishing  the  dividend  to 
be  made  to  the  proprietors,  till  such 
time  as  the  mbney  advanced  should 
be  repaid  to  the  public. 

Lauob&dalb. 

Tuesday,  June  igih, 
EAST  INDIA  COMPANY. 
Thtf  Btrl  of  Liverpool'  moved  the 
third  reading  of  the  East  India  com* 
pany*8  leati  Ml,  obierving,  that  the 
ipecial  grounds  on  which  this  applica* 
tioD*  was  now  made  to  parliament, 
were,  that  a  considerable  debt  had  been 
incurred,  in  consequence  of  the  wars  in 
India,  In  which  this  country  was  mate- 
dally  interested,  and  in  consequence  of 
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tlie  creditors  having  an  option  of  draw- 
ing bills  on  the  coaipany  in  England. 
Bins  had  been  drawn  to  the  anaount  of 
upwards  of  4,000.CX)0l.  and  in  addition 
to  thw,  the  loss  sustained  by  the  com- 

gany^from  the  late  calamities  which 
ad  happened  to  their  shipping,  amount- 
ed to  nearly  a  million. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  entered  into 
a  detailed  statement,  for  the  purpose  of 
shewing  the  unprosperous  state  of  the 
company^  and  the  little  prospect  there 
was  of  this  money  being  repaid.  The 
act  of  1793  required,  that  the  debt  of 
the  company  in  India  should  be  re- 
duced to  2,000,0001.  ',  the  bond  debt 
in  England  toSOO^OOOl. ;  that  500,0001. 
per  annum  should  be  paid  to  the  public ; 
and  that  a  sum  should  accumulate  to 
make  up  the  amount  of  12,000,0001. 
as  a  security  for  the  holders  of  the  ca- 
pital stock.  Instead  of  this,  the  debt  in 
India  had  acctimulated  to  32,000,0001. 
the  bond  debt  in  England  to  4,000,0001. 
the  500,0001.  unpaid  to  the  public, 
BOW  amounted  to  7,000,0001.  and  these 
sums,  added  to  the  12,000,0001.  made 
a  difference  of  52,000,0001.  Hi^  lord- 
ship also  contended,  that  it  appeared, 
from  the  balance  paper  of  stock,  per 
computation  -laid  before  parlian^ent, 
that  the  company  was  now  j  0,000,0001. 
worse  than  nothing.  The  noble  lord 
adverted  to  the  late  transactions  in  Ma- 
dras, observing,  that  no  goverument 
ever  deserved  more  reprobation  than 
the  Madras  government,  for  its  con- 
kluct  in  those  transactions ;  a  conduct 
which,  in  one  instance,  was  wholly 
nnaccountable,  it  having  suspended  and 
«ent  home  colonel  Boles,  forsigniitg 
military  orders  by  order  of  his  superior 
officer,  and  appointed  to  the  same  situa- 
tion colonel  Sutherland  Macdowall, 
who  had  signed  one  half  of  the  very 
same  orders.  With  respect  to  the 
forged  bonds  of  iLe  nabob  of  Arcot, 
the  conduct  of  the  ofiicer<4  of  govern- 
ment was  also  highly  reprthensible. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  declined  en- 
tering into  any  detailed  state  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  East  India  company,  there 
not  being  snffibient  materials  before  the 
house  for  that  purpose.  He  admitted, 
that  there  had  been  disappointment, 
bat  iio>  bhKne  wai  knpatable  to  any 


one.  The  present  aum  was  asked  in 
order^to  give  time  to  the  company  to 
bring  about  their  afiatrs.  The  aooduct 
of  the  Madras  government  in  the  late 
transactions,  was,  he  contended,  de- 
serving of  the  highest  praise.  The 
circumstance  respecting  colonel  Su- 
therland Macdowall,  he  bad  now  heard 
for  the  first  time.  With  respect  to  the 
forged  bonds,  his  lordship  observed, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  go- 
vernment was  wholly  undeserving  of 
blame. 

The  Earl  of  Clancarty  entered  into 
^ome  details  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
proving the  statements  of  the  Earl  of 
Lauderdale,  and  observed,  that  the  ba- 
lance sheet  of  stock  per  computation, 
was  varying  every  day,  and  did  not 
shew  the  profits  of  the  company, 
which,  he  contended,  was  proved  by 
other  documents  to  have,  arisen,  in  suc- 
ceeding years,  up  to  last  year,  to  a  con- 
siderable amount.  Government  had, 
he  observed,  in  the  money  due  to  the 
company,  security  for  a  considerable 
part  of  the  sum  now  proposed  10  be  ad- 
vanced. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  replied  ;  and 
in  allusion  to  the  appointment  of  colo- 
nel Sutherland  Nuicdowall,  observed, 
that  he  knew  the  fact  of  that  officerV 
having  signed  those  very  orders,  for 
signing  which  colonel  Boles  was  sus- 
pended. With  respect  to  the  bonds,  he 
stated,  that  it  appeared  upon  one  of 
the  trials  at  Madras,  that  the  advocate- 
general  was  in  possession  of  one  of 
them. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  tinie,  and 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  13,  1811. 
Mr.  Creevey  gave  notice,  that  on 
Monday,  the  4th  of  March,  he  should 
submit  a  motion  to  the  house,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  would  be  to  induce  it  to- 
take  some  measures  to  restrain  the 
court  of  directors  of  the  East  India 
company,  in  consequence  of  their  hav- 
ing declared  a  dividend  of  lOj  per 
cent,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  situation  of  the  affairs  of  the 
company.  He^also  gave  notice,  that 
to-morrow  week  he  should  move^  as  he. 
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bad  done  last  session,  for  all  the  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  late  transact  ions 
in  the  army  at  Madras ;  also  respecting 
the  trials  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
civil  courts  at  Madras,  togetlier  with 
copies  of  all  correspondence  between 
the  court  of  directors,  the  hoard  of 
contronl,  and  the  governments  in  India 
upon  that  subject. 

Thursday,  Feh.  21 . 
Mr.  Creevey  rose  to  make  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  formerly  given  notice. 
He  said  he  had,  in  the  course  of  last  ses- 
sion, brought  forward  some  motions 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  Sir  George 
fiarlow,  in  the  affair  of  the  distur- 
bances of  the  Madras  army ;  and  from 
circumstances  which  had  since  trans- 
spired,  and  the  subsequent  proceedings 
of  the  Ea<)t  India  company,  in  restoring 
colonel  fioles  to  the  situation  from 
which  he  had  been  dismissed  by  Sir 
George  Barlow,  some  further  docu- 
ments  u*ould  be  necessary  -,  and  be- 
sides those  he  should  move  for  to- 
night, he  should  reserve  to  himself  a 
right,  at  some  future  time,  to  call  for 
such  papers  as  may  be  necessary  to 
elucidate  the  cases  of  colonel  John 
Bell,  major  Storey,  and  colonel  Dove- 
ton,  all  officers  in  the  Madras  army. 
Besides  the  papers  relative  to  thtH  im- 
portant trnnsnciion,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  move  for  other  papers  relative  to  an 
extraordinary  trial,  which  had  taken 
place  there,  the  particulars  of  which  he 
would  shortly  state. — There  had,  some 
years  ago,  been  established  at  Madras,  a 
fund  for  discharging  the  claims  made 
on  the  nabobs  of  Arcot,  which  fund 
was  to  consist  of  five  millions.  No 
sooner  was  it  set  on  foot,  than  claims 
were  very  soon  put  in  to  the  amount  of 
thirty  mil i ions,  many  of  which  were 
downright  forgeries.  Among  these,  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Reddy  Row, 
was  convicted  of  the  forgery  of  a  bond 
to  a  very  large  amnuut,  and  also  of  a 
cheat  and  conspiracy  as  to  anotlier 
l>ond  ;  that,  in  the  course  of  investi- 
gating this  business.  Sir  George  Barlow 
actually  identified  himself  with  Reddy 
llow  $  and  to  screen  him  from  the 
])rosecution,  wrote  a  letter  to  three 
genilemca,  high  in  the  council,  saying 


that  if  they  took  any  part  againit 
Reddy  Row,  they  would  incur  the  se- 
verest censure  of  the  governor.  He 
ordered  also,  that  the  expences  of  the 
trials  against  Reddy  Row,  should  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  fund  of  five  mil- 
lk)ns  set  apart  expressly  to  discbarge 
the  just  claims  of  the  nabob's  bond 
Jide  creditors.  And  notwithstanding 
the  verdicts  of  two  juries,  composed 
of  Englishmen  of  character  and  re- 
spectability, acting  on  oath,  who  foond 
Reddy  Row  guilcy  of  the  crimes  im- 
puted to  him,  he  evinced  what  was 
the  severest  censure  of  the  governor 
on  those  who  did  their  duty,  by  re- 
moving Mr.  Roebuck,  an  old  and  in- 
firm man,  firom  the  situation  be  b«]d 
at  Madras,  five  hundred  miles  from 
thence  to  a  most  unwholsome  place, 
and  where  he  died  in  consequence,  and 
where  his  emoluments  were  not  half 
what  he  enjoyed  at  Madras.  He  next 
removed  Mr.  Metcalfe,  (or  Maitland,) 
the  magistrate  who  committed  Reddy 
Row ;  and  a  third  he  sent  to  Eoglaod 
without  any  notice.  Sir  George  Bar- 
low had  also  insisted,  that,  notwith* 
standing  the  bond  had  been  declared, 
by  a  respectable  jury,  to  be  a  forgery^ 
the  commissioners  bad  nevertheless  a 
right  to  pay  the  nooney  out  of  the 
fund.  Tiiat  through  the  representa- 
tions of  Sir  Thomas  Strange,  the  chief 
justice  of  Madras,  Reddy  Row  had 
obtained  a  pardon  in  England ;  but  be- 
fore it  arrived  in  India,  he  had  saved 
his  friends  all  further  occasion  to  trou- 
ble themselves  on  his  behalf,  by  ad« 
ministering  to  himself  a  dose  of  poi- 
son. If  by  the  papers  moved  for,  he 
was  borne  out  to  any  thing  like  the 
extent  stated,  he  should,  in  the  coarse 
of  the  session,  move  for  the  recall  of 
Sir  George  Barlow.  He  concluded  by 
movi  ng  for  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  Sir  Gc<jrge  Barlow,  and  the 
council,  rtjlative  to  Reddy  Row. 

Mr.  C,  Grant  said,  he  did  not  rise 
to  oppose  the  motion,  but  on'y  to  ob- 
serve that  he  had  never  heard  a  more 
aggravated  or  exaggerated  statement, 
than  that  JQst  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  The  public  had  long 
known  that  the  debts  of  the^nabobs  of 
Arcot,  liad  been  a  source  of  corrupt 
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Hon  for  npwards  of  thirty  years.  Mr. 
Maitland,  the  justice  of  peace^  did 
not  do  bis  duty  as  a  magistrate^  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  removed  j  and 
he  believed  in  the  course  of  the  whole 
transaction,  the  government  of  Madras 
had  no  other  object  but  to  promote 
public  justice.  The  history  of  Reddy 
Row  was  this  s—^ Among  many  of 
the  claims  brought  against  the  fund^ 
was  one  for  a  considerable  sum,  by  a 
man  of  some  consequence  in  his  own 
country,  and  of  great  intrigue  and 
knavery,  called  Paupiah  Braminy,  who 
was  prosecuted  for  forging  the  bond  on 
which  he  founded  his  claim ;  this  man, 
Ji>y  means  of  bis  agents  and  creatures, 
contrived  to  set  up  a  counter-prose- 
cution against  Reddy  Row,  who  bad 
long  been  a  faithful  servant  of  govern- 
ment; and  it  was  to  protect  him 
against  this  prosecution,  that  Sir  G. 
Barlow  had  ordered  those  measures  to 
be  pursued  which  had  taken  place. 
With  respect  to  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Roebuck,  there  were  reasons  for  it, 
which  Sir  George  Barlow  conceived 
sufficient ;  but  so  far  from  his  being 
sent  to  an  unwholesome  place,  it  was 
acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  most 
salubrious  climates  in  that  part  of  our 
settlements.  The  bond  for  which  Red- 
ely Row  was  prosecuted,  had  received 
DO  elucidation  in  the  course  of  the 
trial ;  whether  he  fell  by  his  own 
bands  or  by  the  course  of  nature,  he 
could  not  tell ;  but  Paupiah  Braniiuy 
bad  also  made  a  sudden  exit,  and  it 
might  be,  that  poison  was  as  fairly  to 
be  attributed  to  him  as  to  the  other. 
If  the  last  session  had  continued  a 
little  longer,  all  the  papers  would  have 
been  before  the  house.  He  hoped 
they  would  speedily  be  so,  and  very 
scop  after  investigated  ;  and  though, 
doubtless,  many  private  interests,  pas- 
sions, and  prejudices  would  therein  be 
displayed,  y^t  he  was  convinced,  the 
more  they  were  investigated,  the  more 
clearly  the  public  would  see  that  tbe 
government  of  Madras  had  acted  for 
tbe  furtherance  of  public  justice  alone. 
With  regard  to  Sir  George  Barlow, 
whose  recall  the  honourable  gentle- 
man bad  intimated  be  should  hereafter 


move  for,  he  could  say,  that  he  had 
long  been  an  attentive  observer  of  his 
conduct  ',  from  the  whole  of  which, 
during  many  years  arduous  service,  he 
was  convinced  that  Sir  George  Barlow 
had  most  eminently  discharged  the  im- 
portant duties  reposed  in  biro,  and  was 
entitled  to  the  high  approbation  of  his 
country.  All  he  now  wished,  was  a 
suspension  of  opinion  till  the  papers 
were  before  the  House. 

Lord  Folkestone  would  have  been 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  honourable 
member's  (Mr.  Grant)  statement,  but 
for  some  little  inaccuracies.  It  had 
been  said,  that  Mr.  Roebuck,  from 
his  time  of  life,  and  the  peculiar  na- 
ture of  services,  which  had  lasted  so 
many  years,  might  have  died,  without 
leaving  any  other  cause  to  be  looked 
fur,  tlian  his  age  and  services.  But 
this  argument  cut  both  >^ ays:  and  it 
was  rather  a  singular  vindication  }  that 
an  old  and  inhrm  man — a  man,  too, 
whobo  iohrmities  arose  from  his  ser- 
vices to  the  company,  should  have 
been  sent  to  an  unwholesome  spot, 
and  left  to  take  his  chance  of  living  or 
dying  there;  and  that  after  having 
made  every  submission  that  could 
have  bet^n  required,  and  written  a 
supplicatory  letter.  As  to  Mr.  Mait- 
land,  who  was  removed  from  his  situ- 
ation as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  for  re- 
ceiving the  evidence  of  one  man,  and 
refusing  that  of  another,  he  ought  to 
have  been  praised  for  his  sagacity  j  for 
it  turned  out  in  the  event,  that  Reddy 
Row  was  given  up  by  the  government* 
and  Paupiah  Braminy,  though  his  trial 
had  been  put  off  lor  three  sessions, 
for  tbe  collection  of  full  evidence 
against  him,  was  finally  let  off  with- 
out their  urging  the  tiial  to  con- 
viction. I'hus,  according  to  Mr. 
MaiUand's  judgment,  the  event  acti^U 
ly  exhibited  itself.  For  Paupiah  was 
not  piosecuted,  and  Reddy  Row  was 
found  guilty.  That  personage  died  by 
his  own  hands^  after  being  found  guilty 
by  three  successive  juries,  of  perjury, 
forgery,  and  conspiracy,  to  cheat  and 
defraud.  Full  as  this  was,  for  his  dis-  ^ 
grace,  Reddy  Row  contrived  still  to 
6nd  protsctors   in  the  chief  juoio^  , 
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(Sir  Thomat  Strange,)  and  the 
mtnt  :  until  a  witness  came 


rrovern- 
h>rward. 


wbo  saw  biro  io  the  verf  act  of  foigery, 
and  it  was  only  then  that  be  was  given 
up.  As  to  the  military  matten^  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  enter  upon 
them,  until  further  inforroatioo  was 
obtained.  But  if  it  were  to  be  said 
that  Sir  George  Barlow  put  down  the 
rebellion  by  bis  intrepidity  und  good 
conduct,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
to  all  appearance,  it  was  a  rebellion  of 
bis  own  raising.  The  army  appeared 
to  have  been  driven  to  extremities  by 
the  harshness  of  Sir  George  Barlow. 
It  was  to  be  hoped,  that  the  entire 
business  might  meet  the  most  accurate 
discussion  ;  and  that  gentlemen  would 
come  down  to  the  House,not  prepared, 
as  they  sometimes  were  on  India 
matters,  by  canvasstngs  and  solicita- 
tions, fa^t  after  the  best  examination 
which  they  could  give  to  the  evidence 
and  the  best  judgment  which  they 
could  bring  to  matters  of  such  high 
importance  to  the  British  character. 

Mr.  JVallace  approved  of  the  entire 
oif  Sir  Geoige  ^rlow's  conduct^  in 
the  ditHcult  situation  in  which  he  was 
placed.  He  must,  however,  except 
from  his  approval  certain  particular 
parts.  He  must  except  colonel  Cap- 
per's dismissal,  and  some  other  tbinn. 
But  the  army  were  inflamed  by  vi% 
conduct  of  general  Macdowal,  and  it 
was  to  that  inflammation  that  so  much 
of  the  evil  was  to  be  traced.  The 
prosecution  against  Paupiah  Bramiuy, 
was  stopped  by  his  death,  and  the  other 
ones  were  stopped  by  the  threatened 
disturbances  of  the  times. 

Sir  r.  Turton  said,  that  India,  which 
seemed  to  some  persons  a  jewel  of  the 
crown,  seemed  to  him  a  dead  weight. 
India  had  been  gained  by  our  crimes, 
held  by  our  injustice,  and  would  be 
lost  by  our  folly.  He  had  studied 
India  affairs,  though  whenever  he  ad- 
dressed the  House  upon  the  subject  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  do  it  in  a  thin 
House. 

Mr.  R,  Dundas  regretted  that  the 
honourable  mover  (Mr.  Creevey) 
should  have  gone  into  a  detail  of  mat« 
tars  which  were  not  fairly  befiffv  the 


House*    He  might  know  that  no  op* 
position  was  intended  to  his  modoo. 
Nothing  ought    to  have  been  stated 
;at  a  time  when  the  House  had  not  ma- 
terials for  forming  a  sodgment,  and 
apportioning  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  respective  parties.    He  (Mr.  Dun- 
das) must,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
business,  decline  gomg  into  particulars, 
farther  than  to  mention  one  or  two 
points  whidh  had  been  passed  over. 
It  had  been  said,  that  general  Mac- 
dowal's  memory  ot^t  to  have  been 
spared.    There  could  be  no  intentioa 
to  press  upon  the  memory  of  a  man 
not  able  now  to  defend  his  character ; 
but  it  was  quite  impossible  to  touck 
upon  the  late  circumstances  without 
attributing  much  to  the  conduct  of  ge* 
neral  Macdowal.    It  had  been  said, 
that  the  late  dispatch  of  the  directors 
had  praised  Sir  G.  Barlow's  conduct 
in  all  parts.    This  was  not  true.     For 
they  were  then,  and  are  stilf  exercising 
their  judgment  uponhis  administration. 
They  had  since  restored  major  Boles. 
The  commissioners  were  now  employ- 
ed in  looking  over  the  whole  mass  of 
papers  relative  to  the  army  affiurs,  and 
it  could  not  therefore  be  said,  that  any 
dispatch  of  theirs  had  yet  pronounced 
their  finil  judgment  on  those  subjects. 
The  contemptuous  language  wh'tch  was 
applied  to  ttie  chief  justice  was  perfectly 
misphiced.    Those  who  best  knew  sir 
Thomas  Strange,    would  best   know 
how  much  superior  lie  was  to  such  in- 
sinuations.   That  magistrate  was  ob- 
jected  to  for  recommending    Reddy 
Row  for  pardon  ^  but  be  sent  home 
the  report  of  the  trial,  with  hts  own 
charge  to  the  jury,  directing  them  to 
acquit  the  prisoner,  which  they  did  not 
do.    The  report  was  open  for  exami- 
nation,  and  Sir  Thomas  Strange  de- 
clared, thnt  in  demanding  the  {Kirdon 
of  the  convicted  person,  ne  made  no 
demand  on  the  mercy,  but  every  de- 
mand on  the  justice  of  those,  to  wliom 
that     report  was  to    be    referred    in 
England.   The  law  was  rightly  applied 
by  the  chief  justice,  and   if  the  cnl- 
prit«had  been  put  to  death,  notwith- 
standing, a  fruitful  theme  of  eloquence 
would  have  been  open  to  tht  honour<* 
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able  noover.  It  should  be  kiiown« 
that  the  trial  lasted  seventeeu  days,  and 
that  on  «(Hne  of  those  days  the  pro- 
ceedings were  ordered  to  be  stopped, 
frpm  the  intoxication  of  the  jury. 
One  word  more,  as  to  a  personal 
charge  brought  forward  by  an  honour- 
able member,  and  even  supported  by  a 
noble  lord  (A.  Hamilton)  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  I  be  house.  Tlie  charge  bad 
not  been  brought  forward  at  the  al- 
leged time  of  the  act,  but  in  eight 
months  afterwards;  at  a  time  when 
its  nature  had  gone  but  of  his  (Mr. 
Dundas's)  head,  'and  equally  out  of 
those  of  t  be  honourable  members  on 
the  opposite  side.  It  was  the  charge 
of  his  having  hurried  an  East  India  bill 
through  the  House>  at  such  a  period 
of  tlte  Session,  and  even  of  the  night 
which  k  was  brought  up,  as  to  prevent 
the  full  discusison  which  such  a  mea- 
sure deserved.  £ut  it  ought  to 
be  remen^bered,  that  on  the  iitght  of 
its  being  passed,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  made  a  motion  relative 
to  the  assei^  taxes,  on  which  an 
iHDOourable  baronet  (Sir  T.  furtoo,) 
spoke.  It  was  known  pretty  well  to 
the  House,  that  that  honourable  Baro- 
net entered  into  such  subjects  with  to- 
lerable minuteness  ;  and  after  so  much 
of  their  time  l>e1ng  so  occnpted,  it 
could  scarcely  be  said,  that  the  India 
bill  was  brought  forward  too  early  for 
a  debate.  .But  those  were  merely  mi- 
nor topics,  and  he  would  not  now  en- 
ter farther  into  the  discussion. 

Lord  A,  Hamilton  expressed  his  asto- 
nishment at  finding  that  the  court  of 
directors  approved  of  almost  the  whole 
of  the  conduct  of  Sir  George  Barlow. 
If  ever  there  was  any  thing  which 
roqnired  serious  investigation  before 
coming  to  a  decision.  Sir  George  Bar- 
low ought  seriously  to  have  the  charges 
jgainst  the  different  officers  investi- 
gate^ before  he  dismissed  them.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman,  (Mr.  Dundas) 
had  censor^  his  honourable  friend, 
(Mr.  Creevey)  for  prejudging  the  case 
of  Sir  George  Barlow,  and  anticipating 
guilt  i  but  it  appeared  from  the  papers 
before  the  House,  that  there  were,  at 
least,  from  twenty  to  thirty  officers. 


civil  and  military,  ^nhom  Sk  iGeorge 
had  pr^udged  to  be  guilty ;  and  had 
punished,  dismissed,  and  banished 
them,  as  if  their  guilt  had  t>een  fuUj 
proved:  and,  notwithstanding  that 
such  had  confessedly  been  the  conduct 
of  Sir  George,  yet  he  was  the  man  that 
it  was  stated  to  be  very  unfair  to  pre* 
judge.  Another  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, (Mr.  Wallace)  who  thought  it 
so  unfair  to  prejudge  the  case  of  Sic 
G.  Barlow,  had  not  hesitated  to  pre- 
judge general  Macdowal,  and  to  charge 
him  with  practising  arts  to  deceive  the 
army.  This  was  a  charge  which  he 
believed  was  never  betbre  brought 
against  that  offieer  ;  and  it  was  his  firm 
persuasion,  that  it  was  from  the  intern-^ 
perance  of  Sir  George  Barlow  himself^ 
that  the  mutiny  took  its  rise.  Whea 
he  arrived  in  India,  he  found  ao  obe- 
dient and  well-disciplined  army  ;  but 
soon  after,  it  was  in  a  state  of  geneffsl 
mutiny.  He  would  wish  to  ask  the 
directors  one  question.  He  had  heard 
that  maoy  had  been  dismissed  without 
any  reason  being  assigned,  or  without 
their  having-an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  in  their  defence.  This  wns,  he 
believed,  quite  contrary  to  the  practice 
of  the  company,  and  to  the  rights  of 
their  servants,  whether  civil  or  mili- 
tary ;  he  had  heard,  that  the  only  rea- 
son assigned  in  such  cases,  was,  that 
it  was  "  not  expedient,**  and  that 
every  thing  which  in  the  least  opposed 
the  will  of  Sir  George  Barlow,  was 
called  an  <H>stni€tioii  to  the  govern- 
ment 

Sir  John  jinstruiher  observed,  that 
irregular  discussions  on  India  subject* 
might  be  productive  of  great  mischief^ 
as  the  speeches  which  were  pubruhed, 
circulated  in  India  often  for  months 
before  the  account  of  the  r^ular  dis- 
cussion on  full  information ;  at^  by 
this  raeaos  great  mischief  was  pro- 
duced. He  could  not  plead  total  igno- 
rance on  this  snbjefct ;  and  he  wouid 
take  upon  himself  to  assert,  that  when 
the  papers  shoukl  be  before  the  Hou^, 
he  would  make  it  appear  that  the 
greatest  praise  was  due  to  Sir  G.  Barlow 
for  the  talents,  courage,  and  zeal  which 
he  Aewed  in  the  suppropsioo  of  the 
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inQtin3r  ;'^nd  that  no  part  of  his  con- 
ddct>  from  the  begioning  to  the  end, 
contributed  at  all  to  cause  the  mutiny. 
One  gentleman  had  stated  pretty 
broadly,  that  Sir  George  Barlow  had 
punished  men  for  their  conduct  ion 
juries  in  the  state  prosecutions.  If 
those  men  committed  any  thing  impro- 
per after urards,  it  was  not  to  be  tup- 
posed  that  their  having  been  on  a  jury 
was  to  t)e  a  full  indemnity.  Some 
were  promoted,  and  he  believed  the 
very  secretary  of  his  government  had 
been  one  of  those  jurors.  As  10  some 
officers  having  been  dismissed  without 
any  particular  cause  assigned,  tiiat  was 
a  power  without  which  no  military 
government  could  exist,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  in  every  country  the 
supreme  head  of  the  government  had 
a  power  of  dismissing  any  particular 
officer,  without  assigning  a  bpecific 
reason. 

Sir  H.  Montgomery  could  not  help 
observing,  that  the  reflections  cast  by 
a  right  hon.  gentleman  j[Mr.  Wallace) 
on  the  character  of  a  most  respectable 
friend  of  his,  now  no  more,  was  both 
unhandsome  and  unjust.  He  (Sir 
Henry)  had  the  happiness  to  know 
Mr.  Roebuck  ultimately  well  for  many 
years  ;  and  he  could  assure  the  House, 
that  in  the  circle  in  which  he  moved, 
tliere  was  not  to  be  found  a  man  more 
esteemed ;  and,  he  believed,  there  is 
not  a  better  or  a  more  honourable  roan 
existing  in  this  or  any  country  in  the 
world  ;  and  in  opposition  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  director,  Mr.  Grant, 
as  to  the  healthfulness  of  the  place  to 
which  Mr.  Roebuck  was  banished  by 
Sir  George  Barlow.,  the  returns  of  the 
troops  stationed  in  that  district  for  seve- 
ral jrears  past,  will  shew  what  a  grave 
it  has  been  to  our  brave  army,  as  well 
as  to  Mr.  Roebuck.  As  to  the  asser- 
tion made  by  the  fame  right  hon .  gen  tie- 
man,  and  repeated  with  so  much  force 
by  an  honourable"  director  of  the  East 
India  company,  (Mr.  Grant)  that  Sir 
George  Barlow,  by  his  courage  and 
firmness,  had  put  down  the  rebellion  ; 
he  (Sir  Henry)  thought  directly  the 
reverse  5  for  the  very  measures  which 
thestf  bon.  gentlemen  assert  to  be  the 
means  adopted  with  so  much  succe^^ 


in  putting  down  the  revolt,  he  (Sir 
Henry)  asserted  to  be  the  very  cause 
of  the  officers  proceeding  to  extremi- 
ties y  for,  he  would  ask,  did  it  appear 
that  a  single  sword  was  drawn,  or  any 
resistance  made,  till  after  the  seizure, 
in  the  most  outrageous  and  disgraceful 
manner,  of  the  officers  of  the  corps 
at  the  Mount,  and  Trichinopoly  ?  The 
torch  which  by  this  proceeding  was 
lighted  by  Sir  George  Barlow,  would 
never  have  been  extinguished,  had  ic 
not  been  for  the  conciliatory  proclama- 
tion of  lord  Minto,  and  the  announc- 
ing of  his  intention  of  coming  to 
Madras ;  the  happy  and  timely  re- 
ceipt of  which,  and  the  great  influence 
which  two  distinguished  officers  then 
employed  in  high  diplomatic  situations, 
colonel  Close,  and  captain  Sydenham, 
so  fortunately  possessed  over  the  offi- 
cers, procured  the  submission  of  the 
force  stationed  at  Hydrabad,  and  its 
example  was  immediately  followed  by 
the  whole  army.  Is  not  this  acknow- 
ledged by  Lord  Minto  >  and  does  he 
not  in  consequence  pardon  the  whole 
of  that  body  ?  although  they  had  pro- 
ceeded greater  lengths  in  insubordi- 
nation than  at  any  other  station  in  the 
army.  As  to  taking  the  power  of  sus- 
pension from  the  governments  of  India, 
sir  Henry  desired  no  such  thing,  but 
he  wished  to  preserve  to  men,  separa- 
ted fifteen  thousand  miles  from  their 
country,  family,  and  friends,  the  right 
of  complaining  ;  and  that  at  least  some 
sort  of  a  hearing  should  be  given 
them  before  they  were  dismissed,  and 
lasting  disgrace  heaped  upon  them. 

Mr.  Greenfell  made  some  observa- 
tions in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  the  pur- 
port of  which  we  could  not  collect. 

Mr.  Parry  (the  chairman  of  the 
court  of  directors)  said,  tliat  it  was 
not  that  court  which  shewed  unwil- 
lingness to  take  into  consideration  the 
complaints  or  representations  of  their 
officers.  In  the  case  of  general  Mac- 
dowall,  it  was  that  officer  who  had 
thought  It  beneath  him  to  apply  to  the 
court  of  directors.  He  believed  that 
no  blame  would  be  found  to  attach  to 
Sir<3eorge.  The  hon.  baronet  (Si?  H. 
Montgomery)  who  had  spoken  last, 
<eeffl^  to  coosidec  thai  the  supprei* 
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sion  of  the  mutiny  was  entirely  owing 
to  the  expectation  of  lord  Minto's  arri- 
val at  Madras.      Now  he  would  take 
upon  him  to  say,  that  from  the  dis- 
tance of  lord  Minto  from  the  station^ 
that  cause  could  not  have  any  influ- 
ence.   The  real  causes  of  the  sup- 
pression of  the  mutiny  were,  that  the 
ofBcers    of   tlie  Madras  army  found 
their  principal  stay  and  reliance,  which 
y^HS  upon  the  native  officers  and  men, 
fail  them.    When  \^ej  discovered  that 
the  native  troops  would  not  stick  to 
thera>  and  that  ^ir  George  Barlow  was 
a  man  of  much  more  vigour  and  reso- 
lution than  they  had  expected  to  find 
him,  they  becan^e  weary  of  the  mutiny. 
Mr.  Creevey,  in  reply,  said,  that  he 
had  been  charged  with  having  acted 
unfairly  in  making  those  statements, 
\(^hen    it    was    understood    that    his 
motion  was  not  to  be  opposed.      It 
would  appear  to  him  much  txiort  unfair, 
]f  he  had  moved  for  papers  without 
describing  them  to  the  House.    A  right 
hon.    gentleman    (Mr.  Dundas)    had 
accused  him  of  bringing  a  charge  upon 
his  admiDiMratioD  in  bis  absence.  What 


he  had  stated  was,  that  money  bills 
were  often  passed  in  such  a  manner, 
that  members  had  not  fair  notice  of 
them  ',  that  in  this  manner  a  bill  for 
granting  a  million  and  a  half  to  the 
East  India  company,  had  been  carried 
through  the  two  first  stages  long  after 
midnight,  and  that  the  third  readmg 
took  place  on  another  day  before  the 
usual  hour  of  bringing  forward  public 
business,  when  the  House  was  thin^ 
and  the  attendance  principally  of  mem- 
bers connected  with  India.  From 
these  circumstances  he  was  then  con- 
vinced, and  still  firmly  believed,  that 
the  House  had  been  taken  by  surprise^ 
and  the  audience  assembled  by  invi- 
tation. 

Mr.  Howorth  considered,  that  the 
chairman  of  the  company  had  libelled 
the  brave  army  of  India^  an  army  con- 
sisting of  80,000  men,  who  had  co- 
vered with  theirglory  the  whole  Indian 
Peninsula. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the 
papers  originally  moved  for,  with  aom# 
additional  ones^  were  granted. 
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At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Wedncs- 
day,  the  yth  February,  1810, 

The  CbaimuD  gave  notice,  that  on  this 
day  ae*noi^ht  he  ibould  tuhmit  to  the  court 
a  propotition  relating  to  the  appointment  of 
a  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  at  Ma- 
dras. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  14th  February,  1810, 

The  Chaimian,  pursuant  to  the  notice 
given  by  him  in  court  on  the  7th  instant,  mo- 
ving the  court. 

It  was, 

Resolved  by  tLe  ballot,  unanimously,  that 
major*ffeneral  sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  oe  ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief  of  the  compa- 
ny's forces  00  the  Fort  St,  George  csiablish- 
fDcnt. 

It  was  then,  on  another  motion. 

Resolved  by  the  ballot,  that  major-general 
sir  S.  Auchmutv  be  appointed  second  in 
council  at  Fort  St.  George. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Tuesday, 
the  3d  April,  1810, 

A  letter  from  the  right  honourable  Ro- 
bert  Dundas,  dated  the  2d  instant,  calling 
the  coun*s  attention  to  the  necessity  of  de- 
ciding, without  further  delay,  as  to  which 
of  the  members  of  the  Madras  council  is 
to  retire  in  consequence  of  the  appointment 
of  sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  transmitting  co- 
pies of  two  minutes,  which  Mr.  Dundas 
states  sir  George  Barlow  and  Mr.  Petrie  have 
respectively  recorded,  on  each  other's  con- 
duct, and  oflPering  his  observations  on  the 
subject  generally,  being  read  ; 

Ordered,  that  it  lie  for  consideration  till 
Friday  aext. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Friday, 
the  6th  of  April,  1810, 
.  The  coun,  pursuant  to  order  of  the  3d 
instant,  proceeding  to  take  into  consideration 
'letter  from  the  right  honourable  Robert 
Dundas.  dated  the  second  instant,  and  which 
^nn  read  in  court  on  the  3d  ;  the  following 
paniculars  were  read  ;  viz. 

Sir  George  Barlow's  minute  of  the  a  1st 
August,  18C9. 

Mr.  Peuic's  minute  of  the  8th  of  Septem- 


ber, both  of  which  were  transmitted  in  Mr. 
Bundat's  letter  above-mentioned. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  governor-gene- 
ral to  the  secret  committee,  dated  the  I2ih 
October,   1809. 

A  motion  was  then  made. 

That  a  new  commission  be  issued  for  the 
government  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  that 
the  following  persons  be  appointed  members 
of  the  said  government,  viz. 

Sir  George  Hilaro  Barlow,  bart*  K.  B. 
governor. 

Lieur.-general  sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  2d  in  council. 

Thomas  Oakes,  esqr.  3d. 

James  Henry  Casamaijor,  esq.  ^^th. 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  aid  motion, 
by  leaving  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
*•  That,**  in  order  to  introduce  the  -words, 
•*  A  new  commission  of  government  be  is- 
sued for  the  presidency  of  Madras,  and  to 
consist  of  the  following  persons : 

••Sir  George  Hilaro  Barlow,  bart.  K.  B, 
governor ; 

**  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  commander-in- 
chief,  and  2d  in  council ; 

*'  William  Petrie,  esq.  3d  in  couiKil ;  and 
on  the  coming  away,  death,  or  resignation, 
of  sir  George  Barlow,  to  succeed  to  the  go- 
vernment; and 

**  Thomas  Oakes,  esq.  Ath  in  council." 

It  being  then  moved,  that  the  debate  be 
adjourned  till  to-morrow,  and  the  question 
thereon  being  put  by  the  ballot. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
'  tion ;  and  the  same  being  fxit  by  the  ballot, 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative.  . 

The  original  question  was  then  put  by  the 
bailor,  ancTthc  votes  thereon  appearing  to  be 
equal,  the  treasurer  was  cahed  into  court, 
pursuant  to  directions  in  the  company's  char- 
ter, and  drew  that  lot  which  decided  the 
question  in  the  negative. 

The  Chairman  thereupon  gave  notice,  that 
he  would  on  Tuesday  afternoon  next,  move 
again  the  said  question. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Tuesday, 
the  10th  of  April,  1810, 

The  Chairman,  pursuant  to  notice  given 
bv  him  on  the  6th  instant,  moving  the  court; 
P2 
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That » tiew  commmion  be  i«aed  for  the 
goveroment  of  Fort  Sc.  George,  and  thatjthe 
following  persons  be  appointed  neniben  of 
the  said  government,  viz.  ' 

Sir  George  Hilaro  Barlow,  bart.  K.  B.  go- 
vernor. 

Lieutenanl-general  sir  Samuel  Aucbmuty, 
(ommander-in-cliief,  and  sd  in  council. 

Thomas  Oakcs,  esq.  3d. 

James  Henry  Casamaijdr,  esq.  4th  : 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  said  motion, 
by  leaving  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
•*  That,  *•  to  introduce  the  words  **  *  new 
commission  of  governinenC  be  issued  for  the 
<*  presidency  ok  Madras,  and  to  consist  of  the 
following  persons ; 

"  Sir  George  Hilaro  Barlow,  K.  B.  go- 
vernor; 

*'  Sir  Samuel  Aucbmuty,  commaoder-tn- 
cbief,  and  sd  in  council ; 

**  William  Petrie>  esq.  3d  in  council,  and 
on  the  coming  away,  death,  or  resignation 
of  sir  George  Barlow,  to  succeed  to  the 
government ;  and  Thomas  Oakes,  esq.  4tb 
ID  council.** 

It  wis  then  moved, 

•*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out, 
stand  part  of  the  question  ;** 

And  the  question  theieon  being  put  by  the 
ballot,  the  same  pas&ed  in  the  amrmative. 

The  main  question  being  then  put,  it  was 

Resolved  by  the  ballot,  that  a  new  com- 
mission be  issued  for  the  government  of  Fort 
St.  George,  and  that  the  following  persons 
be  appointed  members  of  the  said  govein- 
ment ;  viz. 

Sir  George  Hilaro  Barlow,  bart.  K.  B.  go- 
vernor ; 

Lieut.-general  sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  com- 
manderin^chief,  and  ad  in  council ; 

Thomas  Oakes,  esq.  3d. 

James  Heory  Casamaijor,  4th  Ditto. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Wednes- 
day, the  fi^th  of  April,  1810,  ■ 

The  dissent  of  sir  Fraocis  Baring,  bart. 

iSir  Hugh  Inglis,  ban. 

Jubo  Huddlesioii,  esq. 

Hon.  Wm.  F.  Elphmstonc, 

James  Pattison,  esq.  and 

John  Alexander  nannerman,  «q  ;— all 
jnembers  of  the  court ;  to  the  court**  resolu- 
tion of  the  10th  instant,  respecting';  the  ap- 
pointmep:  of  the  Madias  govemmen(»  were 
read. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chaiman  of 

the  £au  India  Company. 

Whitehall,  «d  April,  1810. 

Gentlemen^ — Having  frequently  had  oc- 
casion, in  different  communications  with  you, 
to  advert  to  the  conduct  of  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  government  of  Fori  St.  George, 
during  the  period  of  those  criminal 'proceed- 
ings which,  for  some  time  pa»t,  have  been 
submitted  to  the  notice  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, I  am  desirous  of  calling  your  attea- 
tioa  u>  the  oece«iity  of  dcci£iHe»  wiiiMiH 


fbrtberdelay,  m  to  which  of  the  membew  of 
council  is  to  retire,  in  coosequence  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  sir  Samuel  Auchmoty. 

The  dispatches  which  were  received  latelf 
bv  the  Rattlesnake  have  put  you  in  possession 
of  all  the  iHtKeedings  of  the  Madras  govern- 
mem  on  tf|e  subject  to  which  I  allude;  and 
they  contain  also  a  detail  of  occurrences  sub- 
sequently to  lord  Minto's  arrival,  and  his 
final  decision  on  the  course  to  be  pursued,  ia 
regard  to  the  officers  who  had  been  principal- 
ly concerned  in  the  mutinous  resistaoce  to  the 
authority  of  government :  but  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  you  have  not  received  also  the 
consultations  and  other  narratives  on  the  ordi- 
nary traoaactioos  of  the  presidency,  which  are 
said  to  have  been  dispatcbed  by  the  fleet  §omt 
time  before  the  sailing  of  the  Rattlesnake. 

The  conduct  of  sir  George  Barlow  has  ic^ 
ccived,  and  I  am  satisfied  has  amply  merited, 
the  strongest  approbation  of  the  coart  of  di- 
rectors. Mr.  Oakes  and  Mr.  Caumaijor,  the 
two  junior  members  of  council,  have  abo 
been  noticed  by  the  governor- general  in  terms 
of  great  commendation,  and  they  appear  to 
have  deserved  that  testimony  of  his  lordship's 
favourable  opinion  ;  but  it  is  evident  firom 
lord  Minto*s  letter,  that  Mr.  Petrie  has  not 
concurred  in  the  general  measures  which  sir 
George  Barlow  and  his  other  coUeagoes 
thought  fit  to  adopt,  in  the  arduous  struggle 
in  which  the  f;overnmem  was  engaged,  in  sup- 
port of  its  legitimate  authority.  The  arrival 
of  the  public  consulutions,  with  the  minutes 
of  council,  may  be  expected  to  hirniah  to  the 
court  of  directors  additional  evidence  of  that 
fact ;  and  therefore  if  the  case  admitted  of  de- 
lay, and  the  consideration  of  it  could  now 
with  propriety  or  with  safety  be  deferred,  I 
should  not  have  thought  it  nCcessaiy  to  ad- 
dress you  on  the  present  occasion ;  but  the 
approaching  departure  of  sir  Samuel  Aucb- 
muty has  precluded  me  from  following  that 
course,  and  has,  in  my  apprehension,. also 
rendered  it  impossible  for  the  court  to  del^ 
any  longer  a  decision  on  the  question  to  which 
I  have  already  adverted. 

I  understand  that  sir  George  Barlow  and 
Mr.  Petrie,  from  a  natural ,  anxiety  probably 
to  justify  ihcftiselves  to  their  private  friends 
in  this  country,  (the  public  documents  for 
the  court  having  previously  been  dispatched 
by  the  fleet}  have  forwarded  by  the  Rattle- 
toake.  copies  of  two  minutes,  which  they  had 
respectively  recorded  on  each  other's  con- 
duct ;  and  as  copies  of  those  papers,  authen- 
ticated by  the  signature  of  the  secretar|f  to 
the  govemmeat,  have  accidenily  come  into 
,my  possession,  I  traiumitthem  herewith,  ia 
case  the  court  should  not  have  recei^^  them 
throiigh  any  other  channel. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  advert  to  seve- 
ral of  ibe  topics  which  are  discosaed  in  those 
.  minutes,  and  which  may  possibly  become  the 
subject  of  future  comomnicatioos  from  the 
cQun  to  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George ; 
but  there  are  two  propositions  od  which  I 
have  iormod  a  decim  opkuooi  tod  which  I 
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im  dcsiroot  of  tobmitung  to  your  conside- 
ration. 

I  SI  .—That  the  continuance  any  longer  of 
sir  George  Barlow  and  Mr.  Petne»  a$  mem- 
bers of  the  same  council*  cannot  be  attended 
vrith  any  benefit,  and  will  probably  be  most 
injurious  to  ihc  public  interest. 

2d, — That  th\!  general  line  of  conduct 
vhtcb  Mr.  Petrie  recommended,  and  wished 
the  government  to  adopt,  during  the  whole 
progreM  of  the  disturbances,  and  which,  un- 
der similar  circumstances,  would  probably  be 
adopted  if  any  accident  were  to  place  him  at 
the  head  of  tne  jjovcrnment  (even  as  tempo- 
rary president)  is  wholly  incompatible  with  the 
maintenance  of  iu  authority,  and  would  have 
a  direct  tendency  to  vest  in  the  officers  of  the 
.  company's  army  such  a  conirouling  influence 
'  in  all  the  acts  of  the  government,  as  would 
not  merely  be  ruinous  In  point  of  cxpcnce, 
but  woula  be  utterly  incon^utcnt  with  those 
principles  which  the  le{;is  .cure  has  established" 
for  the  permanent  security  of  the  British 
power  in  India.  ' 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient*  humble  servant, 
(Signed]  R.  Pundas. 

Copy  of  Sir  George  Barlow's  minute. 
Fort  St.  George,  eist  August,  1809. 

As  the  contest  between  legitimate  authoniy 
and  faction  in  thtse  territories  is  now  ia|)idly 
advancing  to  the  most  desirable  termination, 
I  consid^  it  to  be  necessary  to/ccord  my  scn- 
timenu  on  some  of  the  occurrences  which 
have  agitated  the  public  mind,  since  my  suc- 
cession to  the  government  of  this  presidency. 
In  stating  these  sentiments,  it  will  be  my  pain- 
ful doty  to  advert  particularly  to  the  line  of 
conduct  which  has  been  pursued  by  Mr.  Pe- 
trie, whose  opinions  must,  from  his  siiua- 
tioD,  be  received  by  all  as  next  in  impor- 
tance to  my  own  io  their  influence  on  the 
public  welfare. 

Among  the  subjects  which  have  necessarily 
^"jC^Kcd  the  public  feelings,  the  investij^ation 
of  Mr.  Sherson*s  conduct,  and  that  of  his 
servants,  in  the  gi^in  department,  liolds  the 
first  place  in  order,  and,  from  the^  proceed- 
ings founded  on  that  investigation,  is  scarcely 
less  distinguished  rn  importance.  When  I 
arrived  at  this  presidency  1  found  that  circum- 
stances bad  led  to  a  suspicion  of  the  accounts 
of  that  department  which  had  already  been 
subotfitted  to  the  investigation  of  a  committee 
nomiiiated  by  my  predecessor  Mr.  Petrie. 
The  investigation  which  followed,  betrayed 
the  grossest  scene  of  fraud  to  an  immense 
aouHint,  by  means  of  double  accounts,  and 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Shertooy  during  the  en- 
quiry, breaking  open  the  desks  of  his  ab- 
sconded servants,  in  endeavouring  to  obtain 
the  suppression  of  the  suspected  accounts,  by 
offerir^,  in  the  event  of  his  being  replaced 
io  the  management  of  the  department  to 
take  on  himself  the  responsibility  of  all  the 
defideacicsi  notwithstandiDg  the  large  quan* 


tity  of  grain  which  appeared  to  have  been  em- 
bezzled, and  his  subsequent  attempt  to  cloak 
the  frauds  already  detected  by  a  chain  of  es- 
timates and  calculations  to  which  these  frauds 
had  been  but  too  plainly  adapted,  left  roe  00 
doubt  as  to  my  duty  in  proceeding  to  punish 
him  as  the  principal  delinquent.  The  case 
was  of  a  nature  which  admitted  of  its  being 
easily  misrepresented  ;  the  real  merits  of  ic 
could  be  known  only  10  a  few.  The  hoard 
are  well  acquainted  with  the  cUmour  which 
was  industriously  and  too  successfully  raised 
against  the  government  upon  every  point  of 
the  enquirv,  and  on  its  final  decision  regardinc^ 
it,  is  well  known  to  the  board ;  and  indeed, 
t»  every  person  at  the  presidency.  The  dear 
detection  of  delinquency  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Sherson,  aggravated  by  peculiar  circumstances 
of  violation  of  confidence,  which  ought,  in 
well  regulated  minds,  to  have  raised  but  one 
feeling,  was  drowned  in  ihe  cry  of  a  numerous 
and  active  party  against  the  motives  of  the  first 
author  and  promoters  of  the  discovery,  while 
Mr.  Shrrson  was  openly  and  notoriotisly  up- 
held as  the  innocent  victim  of  violence>  in- 
justice, and  tyranny. 

Mr.  Pe'ric  continued  to  support  Mr.  Sher- 
son, in  whose  favour  that  clamour  had  been 
raisedf  when  suspended  by  this  government, 
fine  from  all  employments,  and  afterwards 
from  the  service,  by  habiiually  receiving  and 
couutenancing  him  at  bis  house,  as  well  as 
by  his  minutes  in  council  17th  and  23d  Sep- 
tember, and  G9ih  November,  1808.  A 
tfrincipal  object  of  these  minutes,  as  well  as 
Mr.  Shcrson's  voluminous  papers,  is  to  shew 
that  the  original  vouchers  and  documents  of 
the  departments,  the  examination  of  which 
has  so  completely  exposed  the  frauds  com'%*> 
mittcd,  and  to  which  Mr.  Petrie^  while  go- 
vernor, had  attached  the  greatest  importance* 
by  appointing  a  committee  of  three  gentlemei^ 
to  translate  tnem,  were  undeserving  of  credit 
or  attention.  I  refer  to  the  above  minutes  of 
Mr.  Petrie,  as  best  shewing  whether  they  arc 
written  in  the  spirit  of  fair  reasoning  and  cool 
judgment  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  or 
whether  they  are  not  more  calculated  to  fur- 
nish topics  of  declamation,  and  to  afford  en- 
couragement to  those  who  were  already  loud 
in  the  general  outcry  against  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  clamour  of  party  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Sherson  and  against  the  goverriment,  receive4 
matcTial  sup|.x>rt  from  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Smith,  the  civil  auditor,  in  attempting  to 
cloak  the  peculations  of  the  grain  dcpenmenr, 
by  forcing  upon  the  government  an  aurht  not 
justified  by  any  rules  or  principles  of  account- 
ing, and  by  pertinaciously  excluding  from  his 
notice  the  clear  fact  of  actual  detected  fraud  s 
those  irregularities  were  so  flagrant,  and  the 
disrespect  to  the  government  was  so  little  con- 
cealed,, that  the  condua  of  Mr.  Smith  could 
not  be  attributed  to  any  other  cause  than  the 
blindness  of  fiictious  pany  zeal ;  it  couki  not 
have  originated  in  any  motives  of  self  interest 
in  Mr«  Smiib,  oor  was  he  suspected  of  such 
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motives.  The  removal  of  Mr.  Smith  from 
the  duties  of  in  office  which  he  had  perverted, 
added  to  the  violehce  of  the  factious  cla- 
mours against  the  government,  which  the 
minute  of  Mr.  Petrie,  of  the  13th  March, 
1809,  naturally  tended  to  foment.  In  that 
minute,  and  in  the  public  clamour,  the  ab- 
sence of  corrupt  motives  was  considered  as 
entitling  Mr.  Smith  to  an  acquitul  from 
-  blame,  and  it  was  forgotten  that  the  govern- 
ment had  to  protect  itself  against  factious  op- 
position, as  well  as  to  punisn  corruption. 

Another  fruitful  source  of  obloquy  against 
the  government,  has  been  its  conduct  with 
reference  to  the  prosecutions  in  the  supreme 
court,  connected  with  the  subject  of  the  Car- 
oat  ic  debts. 

The  commissioners  appointed  by  the  right 
honourable  the  governor-general  m  council, 
and  invested  by  the  covenants  entered  into 
between  the  honourable  companj^  and  the 
creditors,  and  by  the  legislature,  with  powers 
wholly  independent  of  the  governor,  applied 
to  this  government  for  the  professional  assist- 
ance of  their  law  officers  in  certain  cases,  in 
which  they  considered  that  assistance  to  be  of 
imponaiKC  to  the  objects  of  their  appoint- 
ments. Their  government  complied  with 
the  request  df  the  commissioners,  whom 
they  considered  to  be  the  only  competent 
judges  of  the  question.  In  this,  as  well  as 
m  every  other  part  of  that  discussion,  our 
view  of  the  subject  has  since  been  fully 
confirmed  by  the  govwnor-general  in  council 
in  his  letter  to  this  government,  dated  C4th 
April  last.  This  interference  of  the  govern- 
ment soon  became,  in  the  then  agitated  state 
of  the  public  mind,  an  additional  source  of 
loud  complaint;  the  cause  of  government 
was  idcnii^cd  with  that  of  the  servants  of 
the  nabob,  who  had  been  appointed  to  a^ist 
the  company  in  the  examination  of  the  Dur- 
bar accounts  ;  and  these  aervanu  stood  their 
several  triali  under  all  the  load  of  public 
odium,  which  faction  could  heap  up  against 
a  cause  to  which  the  government  had  con- 
sidered it  to  be  its  duty  to  afford  its  sup- 
port. Three  successive  verdicts,  to  each  of 
which  the  supreme  court  has  refused  to 
give  efiPect,  shewed  the  misguided  state  of 
the  public  feelings.  That  constitutional 
interposition  of  the  court  became  in  turn 
the  object  of  invective:  a  body  of  gentle- 
men, headed  by  Mr:  Roebuck,  voted  an 
address  and  a  piece  of  plate  to  the  counsel 
for  the  late  prosecutions,  as  a  champion  of 
the  rights  of  juries,  which  were  pretended 
10  have  been  violated  by  the  acts  of  the 
court,  under  the  influence  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

I  have  most  sensibly  felt  the  support  and 
countenance  which  that  factious  outcry  re- 
ceived from  the  miputes  of  Mr.  Pcirie, 
dated  ^oih  December,  1808,  and  loth  and 
15th  rebruary,  1809  4  in  which  he  insists, 
that  the  interference  of  the  commissioners 
and  of  the  government  was  improper. 

It  will  be  lemembercdf  that  these  trials 


took  place  at  the  same  momtnt  when  Kea- 
tenanant-general  Macdowall,  after  viaiiing 
several  of  the  divisions  of  the  army,  and 
disseminating  those  principles  of  insuboitlina- 
tioo,  the  direct  consequences  of  which  have 
of  late  been  so  dreadfully  felt,  had  retaroed 
to  the  presidency,  where  his  presence  con- 
tributed to  unite  into  one  mass  the  whole 
body  of  Oppositions  against  the  interests  of 
the  government  ;^  to  mm  also,  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  principally  in  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary services  of  the  government,  beaded  by 
Mr.  Roebuck,  paid  the  tribute  of  approba- 
tion, by  the  vote  of  an  address  and  a  service 
of  plare,  to  which  his  true  claima  with 
most  of  the  subscribers  cannot  be  misunder- 
stood. 

When  the  opposition  to  the  government 
had  acquired  such  a  strength  as  to  impede 
the  public  measures,  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  government  to  suppress  it.  Among  others, 
the  conspicuous  part  taken  by  Mr.  Roebuck, 
in  every  point  in  which  the  public  interests 
had  been  opposed,  led  to'  bis  removal  to  a 
situation  in  which  it  was  supposed  that  bit 
exertions  might  be  better  employed.  Upon 
this  occasion  also,  I  had  to  lament  that  by 
the  minute  of  Mr.  Pctrie,  dated  t5th  Fe- 
bruary last,  this  act  of  the  government  was 
attributed  to  causes  very  diffirrent  from  those 
in  which  it  originated,  and  that  it  received  a 
constmction  calculated  to  inflame  the  mind  of 
thcpublic,  already  but  too  much  agitated. 

Thus  in  every  question  in  which  the  go- 
vernment has  had  to  contend  against  the  pub- 
lic clamour,  until  it  found  iuelf  obliged  to 
repel  the  seditious  acts  of  the  officers  of  the 
company^s  army,  by  the  strong  hand  of  au- 
thority, Mr.  Pctrie  had  withheld  from  th« 
act  of  the  government,  the  support  of  his 
opinion,  which  was,  on  the  contrary,  thrown 
into  the  opposite  scale. 

When  the  subsequent  questions  relative 
to  the  seditious  conduct  of  the  army,  which 
directly  involved  the  public  safety,  came  suc- 
cessively imder  the  consideration  of  govern- 
ment, Mr.  Petrie,  although  he  did  not  in 
council,  oppose  the  suspension  of  major 
Boles,  and  lieutenfint-colonel  St.  Leger,  or 
of  the  other  officert,  from  the  service  of  the 
honourable  company,  yet,  when  it  became 
generally  known  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
army  had  subscribe  for  msyor  poles*s  indem- 
nification, and  openly  treated  him  as  a  martyr 
in  their  common  cause,  it  is  notorious  that 
this  officer  was  habitually  received  at  Mr. 
Petrie*s  house.  It  is  equally  notorious,  that 
when  4ieutenant<olonel  St.  Leger  had  been 
suspended  for  conduct  which  seriously  en- 
dangered the^  authority  of  the  government, 
and  was  permitted  10  come  to  the  presidency 
only  to  prepare  for  his  embarkation,  he  also 
was  received  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Pctrie. 

It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  go- 
vernment in  the  late  stru^lc,  that  there 
should  appear  to  be  a  decicbd  unanimit]^  in 
the  councils  of  government*  on  all  the  points 
ooanected  with  the  support  of  its  aatooriif 
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minst  every  encroachment:  die  countentoce» 
tbereforc,  which  Mr.  Petrie  afforded  to  the 
suspended  officers,  could  not  fail  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  prejudicial  effecu  on  the 
puhlic  intercsu,  and  there  accordingly  appears 
to  have  been  but  one  impression  abroad,  as  to 
the  feelings  and  opinions  of  Mr.  Petrie>  with 
regard  to  the  late  measures  of  the  govern* 
roent. 

This  general  imprenion  was  confirmed  hy 
a  late  occoneoce  which  presented  to  Mr. 
Petrie,  equally  with  the  other  members  of 
the  government,  an  opportunity  of  giving 
the  niost  public  and  decided  proof  of  their 
aentiments  on  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of 
the  company's  army.  In  the  commencement 
of  a  rebellion,  apparently  most  formidable, 
I  bad  acquiesced  m  the  proposal  of  an  address 
being  presented  to  me  from  the  most  respecta- 
ble persons  in  station  and  rank  in  the  Mtile- 
roeot,  in  the  hope  that  their  opinion  might 
have  some  influence  in  recalling  the  infa- 
tuated officers  to  a  sense  of  the  enormity  of 
the  crimes  into  which  they  were  plunging. 
That  paper  will  reinain  for  ever  in  my  mind, 
one  among  many  insunccs  of  the  bcntfit 
which  has  recited  to  my  government,  from 
the  loyally  and  public  spirit  of  that  revered 
magi^rate,  the  chief  justice.  Sir  I'homas 
Strange,  of  Mr.  Oakes,  and  Mr.  Casaraaijor, 
two  <>f  the  members  of  the  council,  and  of 
major-general  Gowdie,  commanding  the 
army  in  chief,  whose  names  were  at  ilie  head' 
of  a  li^t  of  highly  respectable  individuals, 
who  came  forward  at  that  critical  moment  to 
support  the  cause  of  legitimate  government. 

Above  all  importance  at  that  juncture 
wo«ild  have  been  the  signature  of  Mr.  Petrie 
to  that  address.  One  body  of  the  army  was 
^actually  iii>  rebellion,  two  others  were  upon 
the  brink  of  it.  It  seemed  to  be  possible 
that  a  knowledge  of  the- unanimous  opinions 
and  determinations  of  the  members  of  go- 
verniient  respecting  the  criminal  course 
which  the  officers  of  the  army  were  pursuing, 
and  of  the  cenainty  of  the  consequences  of 
their  adhering  to  it,  might  have  made  them 
pause*  The  address  contained  no  reference 
to  the  past  acts  of  the  government,  in  ap- 
proval of  its  measures ;  it  was  confined  to 
the  mere  pledge  of  support  to  lawful  autho- 
rity, and  disapprobation  of  the  mutinous  acts 
of  the  army.  I  cannot  understand  upon  what 
principles  any  member  of  this  government^  or 
any  faithful  subject  of  the  king,  could  with- 
hold his  signature  from  that  address,  holding 
the  important  situation  which  Mr.  Petrie 
fills  ;  I  view  bis  refiisal  to  sign  it  as  a  public 
avowal  that  he  did  itot  wish  to  be  considered 
as  disapproving  the  acu  of  the  army,  and  de- 
sire to  diKOumenance,  by  the  additional 
weight  of  the  name  of  the  second  member  of 
the  govehimcnt,  the  criminal  designs  which 
that  army  had  formed  against  it. 

It  will  remain  with  Mr.  Petrie,  toexplaio 
his  motives  for  having  thus  systematically 
coanicoanced  the  corrupt,  factious,  and  sedi- 
tious proceedings,  to  which  I  have  adverted: 


it  is  my  daty  to  fK>tice  bis  coodoct,  from  the 
prejudicial  example  which  it  has  afforded  to 
the  service,  from  the  serioiu  imuedimenu 
which  I  have  received  from  h  in  toe  admi- 
nistration of  the  affiiii^  of  government,  and 
from  t|ie  injury  which  it  has  occasioned  to  the 
public  interesu. 

(Signed)  G.  H.  Bar  lo  w. 

Madras,  8di  September,  1809. 

In  a  short  minute  which  I  delivered  in  oa 
the  30th  ulr*  I  acknowledged  having  received 
the  preceding  evening,  the  minute  of  the 
honourable  the  president,  dated  the  fiist  of 
last  month,  and  signified  my  intention  of  re- 
plying, with  all  practicable  dispatch,  to  the 
numerous  and  severe  animadversions  which 
that  paper  contained  upon  my  public  con- 
duct for  the  last  twelve  months  ;  and  im- 
puting to  me  a  considerable  part,  if  ix>t  the 
whole  of  the  effects  which  nave  resulted  io 
the  natural  and  almost  necessary  order  of 
things,  from  causes  of  much  greater  magni- 
tude and  importance. 

Although  the  minute  of  the  haoourable  the 
president,  professes  to  be  a  record  of  his  sen- 
timenu  on  some  of  the  occurrences  which 
have  agitated  the  public  mind  since  the  com- 
mencement of  his  ;Mlministration,  I  canaoc 
discover  that  it  contains  any  other  puttera 
or  that  it  has  been  written  with  any  other 
intention,  than  to  convey  a  severe  invective 
and  general  a(^cusation  against  iny  conduct  at 
member  of  this  government. 

From  a  series  of  occurrences  of  which  at 
pie^ent  I  shall  only  speak  as  far  as  is  necea- 
saiyfor  the  explanattoo  and  vindication  of 
my  conduct,  the  British  interesta  under  thia 
government  have  been  brought  into  a  state  of 
more  imminent  risk  and  danger  than  wu 
even  experienced  in  the  most  arduous  strug- 
gles of  former  times,  when  our  possessions 
were  over-run  by  a  hostile  force,  and  when 
the  army  of  Hyoer  Ally  approached  to  the 
walls  of  Madras ;  and  although  we  have  most 
providentially,  I  had  almost  said  miraculous- 
ly, escaped  from  the  immediate  efiects  of 
the  storm  with  which  we  were  threatened, 
it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  governmem»  our 
immediate  superion,  and  the  public  at  large, 
will  require  to  know  from  what  cause, 
or  by  what  means  the  state  has  been  exposed 
to  such  an  alarming  crisis,  which  in  my  opi- 
nion, is  to  be  traoed  to  an  origin,  and  to 
causes  of  a  very,  different  nature  to  the 
one  assigned  bv  the  honourable  the  presi- 
dent. To  judge  from  the  tenor,  the 
evident  temper,  and  apparent  tendency  of 
the  minute  of  the  honourable  the  presi- 
dent, I  cannot  avoid  concluding  that  the  in- 
tention is  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  the 
late  events,  or  at  least  a  considerable  part 
of  them,  upon  me,  and  to  impute  to 
my  opposition  to  his  measures  the  conse- 
quences, which  are  in  my  judgment  deduci- 
ole  in  a  great  degree  from  those  measures 
themselves,  and  unconnected  with  any  othet 
cause* 
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In  ihii  pirt  of  my  reply,  I  tbtH  confiDe 
Riyself  as  clotelv  a<  possible  to  ibe  subject 
of  Sir  George  Barlow's  minute ;  and  how- 
ever acute  my  feelings  on  being  obliged, 
after  more  than  forty  years  public  service,  to 
defend  my  cbaractcr  from  suchldeliberate,  un- 
expected, and  unfounded  charges,  I  trust 
those  feelinj^s  will  not  for  a  moment  induce 
me  to  lose  fight  of  the  respect  and  attention 
which  is  due,  and  which  I  have  always  paid, 
to  the  president  of  the  council* 

In  explanation  of  certain  circumstances  on 
which  the  honourable  the  president  has  found- 
ed his  first  cause  of  complaint  a^inst  me, 
but  which  he  has  not  fully  or  distinctly  de- 
tailed, it  is  necessary  that  I  should  advert  to 
some  circumstances  which  occuned  previ- 
ously to  my  opposition  to  the  roeaiure  against 
Mr.  Sherson. 

When  absent  from  the  presidency  in  the 
month  of  fune  last  year,  pn  account  of 
i»y  health,  1  first  heard  of  considerable'  dis- 
contents in  the  army,  and  understanding 
that  tbey  partly  arose  lirom  the  reductions 
which  were  ilMn  carrying  into  effect,  1  wrme 
to  such  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  army 
as  I  was  acquainted  with,  and  explained  to 
them,  that  the  reductions  were  in  consequence 
of  orders  from  the  court  of  directors  and  th: 
supreme  government  ;  that  thry  had  been 
commeiKed  under  (he  administration  of  lord 
William  Bentinck,  carried  on  by  myself; 
and  that  Sir  George  Barlow  was  now  only 
following  up  and  carrying  into  effect  the 
•aoie  oraen.  At  the  same  time  I  took  con* 
siderable  pains  to  remove  the  misconceptions 
which  had  been  formed  relative  to  the  aboli- 
tioii  of  the-  lent  contract ;  and  to  shew  that 
whatever  unpopolarityattiiched  to  that  nreasure, 
no  pan  of  it  ought  to  fall  on  the  present  go- 
vernor. 

Much  abnot  the  same  time,  the  late  Mr. 
Hurdis  visited  me  at  Cuddalore,  and  strongly 
urged  my  immediate  return  to  ibp  presidency, 
as  he  thoiight  I  might  be  of  u^  in  stopping 
the  growing  discontents  of  the  settlement, 
which,  he  said,  bad  arisen  ftom  the  apparent 
harsh  and  severe  tendency  of  the  measuies  of 
pwrermiicm,  especially  on  the  proceed- 
ings against  Mr.  Sherson,  which  to  many  ap- 
peared to  be  repugnant  to  the  nilrs  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  the  rights  of  the  company's  servants 
when  under  accusation.  Mr.  Hurdis  is  not 
alive  to  cbnfirm  this  statement,  but  theie  is 
a  gentleman  now  in  the  setik!incnt  who  \ias 
pre«m  with  me  at  that  time- 

On  my  arrival  at  Madias  the  ensuing 
montbt  1  found  a  very  general  dit^tisfaction, 
not  only  among  the  company's  servants,  hut 
in  the  society  at  large  (as  I  was  informed,  for 
my  health  did  not  enable,me  to  mix  much  in 
company),  and  that  the  proceedingi  against 
Mr.  Sherson  were  very  generally  condemned* 
However  much  it  may  be  the  wish  to  impute 
every  impression  tmfavooiable  to  the  govern- 
ment to  my  iBeans,  it  will  not,  I  suppose,  be 
said  t^  I  partidpotod  in  the  causes  which 
gave  rise  ta  the  onpofubrity  that  then  pre- 


vailed in  &it  settleiAent.  I  ha^  been  itant» 
1  had  ^ven  no  opinions  on  the  subjects  uiMfer 
discussion,  nor  was  my  judgment  mcde  op 
on  Mr.  Shcrson*s  case,  until  some  time  after 
mv  return.  Mr.  Sherson  was  not,  I  think, 
cal^lated  to  collect  or  to  head  a  party,  nor 
was  his  cause  likely  to  interest  the  service, 
but  it  was  the  unprecedented  manner  in  which 
the  enquiry  into  his  conduct  was  carried  or» 
which  was  generally  considered  to  be  a  dan- 
f^erous  departure  from  principles  not  leas  sanc- 
tioned bv  law,  than  by  the  established  prac- 
tice of  tne  service,  ana  introducing  an  iimo- 
vation  on  the  forms  ol  enquiry  which  might 
operate  with  equal  disadvantage  to  the  iooo- 
cenr,  as  well  as  to  the  guilty.  It  was  ny 
positive  duty  to  investigate  the  subject  to  its 
houom,  IKH  only  with  regard  to  tlic  nxbKc, 
but  to  myself  from  having  concttrrea  whh 
lord  William  B;!nttnck  in  the  arrangement 
which  placed  Mr.  Sherson  in  charge  of  the 
public  grain.  Every  paper  and  statcinerA  I 
considered  and  examined  with  unbiassed  at- 
tention. I  neither  gave  up  my  jodgmeiu  to 
the  opinions  of  the  advocate-general  or  to  the 
committee,  but  I  searched  for  truth  myself 
in  those  docnmencs  and  papers  of  which  I 
Wat  as  capable  of  judging  as  either  of  those 
authoritirs.  During  this  examinhiion  I  had 
frequrncly  occasion  to  send  for  Mr.  Shenon 
to  explain  certain  emries  on  the  acccmnts  and 
siatementf ,  which  he  cou'.d  best  do,  hot  tx^ 
ctyn  on  those  occasions,  I  believe  Mr.  Sher- 
son very  seldom  came  to  my  house  ;  but  if 
he  had,  1  should  not  have  conceived  that  I 
was  doing  wrong  in  receiving  him,  becatise 
I  have  been  brought  to  consider  every  man 
innocent  until  he  is  proved  to  be  guilty. 
The  result  of  my  examinatiori,  and  every 
opinion  I  formed  upon  tbatsubjrcr,  I  com- 
municated fully  to  the  honourable  the  pre- 
sident. I  stated  at  much  length,  iii  different 
conversations,  the  grotmds  on  which  I  dis- 
agreed with  the  majority  of  the  ccmtmittee 
in  their  reports  against  Mr.  Sherson,  «od 
when  1  foutKl  that  I  could  no^  conscientiously 
corjcnr  in  the  sentence  of  the  president  in 
council,  it  wai  my  duty,  as  it  has  been  re-- 
peatcdly  explained  arid  enforced  by  the  ho- 
nourable court  of  directors,  io  record  mv 
dissent.  To  that  p-fpcr,  wh^ch  is  onrecora, 
I  must  refer  ;  and  ahhough  I  iruist  be  mor- 
tified by  the  manner  in  which  the  honoarable 
the  prrsident  has  noticed  that  minute,  it  is 
allowable  for  me  to  hoi)e  for  a  more  fovout- 
ablc  decision  from  our  superiors  at  home. 
My  reasoning  may  be  weak,  and  fKts  may 
be  misconceived  ;  but  I  apprehend  there 
never  was  a  minute  entered  on  our  prooccd- 
rngs  more  free  from  declamation  tnao  the 
paper  to  which  I  now  allude. 

With  respect  to  the  opinions  I  lecotded 
on  the  removal  of  Mr.  Roebuck  uid  Mr. 
Cecil  Smith  from  their  offices,  however  much 
I  regretted  thef'  necessity  I  was  under  of  dis- 
agreeinj;  with  thp  honourable  the  pressdent 
on  the  justice  and  expediency  of  those  mea- 
Miresb  I  must  iciU  idkcrc  t«  tboie  opiiuoov 
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tnd  tratt  to  tile  candour  of  the  honotinble 
court  for  a  more  favourable  constmccion  of 
toy  motives,  than  tbcy  have  received  in  the 
^  strictoret  to  which  1  am  now  replying.  I 
had  no  interest  in  tbeae  discussions^  1  could 
have  none  ;  if  1  were  convinced  of  the  inno- 
cence of  these  gentlemen,  was  it  not  my 
bouodeoy  and  indispensable  doty,  to  oppose 
tlicir  puniihment.  I  thought  them  valuable 
servants  of  the  public,  and  it  was  my  duty  to 
support  them';  1  thought  the  service  would 
f»ffcr  from  their  removal  from  important 
ittuations  for  which  they  were  peculiarly 
well  qualified,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  dissent 
to  the  measure.  I  did  not  know  until  now 
that  I  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the 
honourable  the  president  for  so  doing. 

^  Is  a  member  of  council  merely  to  give 
fan  assem,  his  minute  to  record,  or  register 
the  acts  o!  the  covemor  ?■  Very  different 
duties  are  allotted  htm  by  the  honourable 
court,  who  enjoins  him,  under  pain  of  their 
displeasure,  to  record  his  opposition  if  the 
aol^ea  shall  appear  to  him  ot  importance  to 
leauire  it.* 

1  regret  that  it  has  been  fbnnd  necessary 
by  the  honourable  the  proidcnt  to  bring; 
into  the  list  of  accusations  against  me  the 
name  of  the  late  Mr.  Roebuck,  who  has 
sunk  under  his  misfortunes  with  circum- 
stances of  peculiar  distress  to  his  family,  and 
whose  death  has  been  sincerely  deplored  "by 
all  who  knew  him,  and  }astly  appreciated  his 
•  merits.  I  have  Known  Mr.  Roebuck  inti- 
mately for  more  than  twenty  yean.  I  wa| 
his  fnend  while  Irving,  and  will  not  abandon 
fait  memory  ^hen  dead  ;  more  especially  as 
that  event  has  taken  place  witjiout  bis  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  clearii^g^  himself  of 
the  accusations  recorded  against  him. 

I  was  not  connected  with,  nor  did  I  com- 
municate wiih  any  of  the  parties  to  which 
the  honourable  the  president  alludes  ;  but 
I  have  been  assured  hly  those  who  cannot  be, 
deceived,  that  Mr.  Roebuck  rieithcr  **  head- 
ed" the  party  of  gentlemen  who  voted  the 
S'cce  of  plate  to  general  Mncdowall  or  to 
Er.  Marsh,  and  that  his  being  i he  chairman 
at  the  meeting  was  entirely  accidental,  with- 
out any  previous  imention  or  arrangement. 
As  this  subject  has  been  brought  forward  on 
the  present  occasion  against  me,  I  have  en- 
quired into  the  occurrences,  and  have  ob. 
tained  more  information  thatr  I  possessed  be-v 
fore.  1  have  also  seen  the  list  of  the  names 
€>f  the  gentlemen  who  stibscribed  to  the  com- 
plinientary  presents  to  general  Macdowall 
and  Mr.  Marsh,  and  find  amongst  them  some 
of  the  most  trrspectable  members  of  our  so- 
ciaty,  whose  attachment  to  the  present  go- 
vefmnent  has  not  only  never  been  caSM  in 
quenkm  or  doubted,  btiti  on  different  occa. 


aioDs,  some  of  these  gentlemen  have  been  dis- 
tin^bhed  by  public  and  very  marked  apixo* 
bation.  Until  now  I  am  not  certain  that  I 
ever  saw  the  letter  or  address  to  general  Mac- 
dowall. I  have  read  it  since,  and  find  the. 
compliment  paid  ^$  merely  confined  to  hia 
private  and  social  qualities,  wiiAout  one  ex- 
pression rtiat,  by  the  mosi  forced  construction, 
can  be  made  to  apply  to  those  subjects  which 
soon  afterwards  produced  such  an  unhappy 
mi.nmderstarKling  with  the  government* 

The  honourable  the  president  is  pcrfccrly 
correct  in  imputing  to  the  trials,  verdicts,  and 
proceedings  m  the  supreme  cqurt,  relative 
to  the  forged  bonds  of  the  late  nabob,  the  very 
general  agitation  and  interest  which  appearecl 
to  affect  the  community,  and  to  jproduce, 
not  the  clamour  of  a  faction  as  it  is  termed 
by  the  president,  but  a  sentiment  nearly  una- 
nimous throughout  the  settlement,  not  in 
its  origin  nor  object  manifesting  cither  oppo- 
sition or  disrespect  to  the  government,  which 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a  par- 
ty in  these  trials,  as  we  act  merely  for  the 
company,  znd  should  have  no  other  interest 
in  the  investigation  of  the  claims  than  to  pre- 
vent the  misapplication  of  the  fund  thcv  had 
craiuiiously  granted  to  the  creditors  of  the 
late  nabobs  ;  and  it  should  have  been  the 
same  to  us  whether  frauds  and  forgeries  were 
detected  by  the  talents  of  Mr.  Marsh,  or  by 
the  ability  and  labours  of  the  company's  coun- 
sel and  the  commissioncn;  The  subject  of 
the  trials  was  a  struggle  and  contest,  not  only 
fof  the  division  of  property,  bm  in  the  course 
ofthe  proceedings,  questions  of  great  moment 
and  importance  upon  more  general  rights  and 
principles  were  brought  into  discussion,  in 
which,  in  my  opinion,  government  ought 
to  have  remained  |.)erfecily  neuter. 

That  three  successive  verdicts  of  as  re^ct- 
abjc  juries  as  were  impanncllcd  at  Madras, 
should  prove  the  misguided  state  of  the  pub- 
lic feelings,  appears  to  me  a  most  extraor- 
dinary mode  ot  establishing  the  fact,  which 
is  assumed,  but  not  proved.  To  an  English 
rnind,  I  apprehend,  the  premises  would  lead 
to  the  opposite  conclusion  ;  at  any  nie,  whai- 
ver  might  be  our  private  feelings  or  opinions, 
On  this  singular  case,  a  variety  of  reasons  ex- 
isted at  that  time,  which  should,  in  my  judg- 
ment, have  prcirented  the  open  interference 
of  government  ia  those  trials.  It  wa?  from 
flat  interference,  and  in  fome  instances  not 
a  common  interference,  that  the  setileme.nt 
expressed  an  alarm  at  the  executive  supreme 
authority  having  thrown  its  influence  and 
power  mio  the  scale  of  one  of  the  parties. 
It  is  t}ecessary  for  my  defence  that  I  should 
explain  the  grounds  of"  my  opinion  more  fully 
than  I  have  hitherto  done.  To  avoid  the 
appearance  of  a  wish  to  oppose,  the  minute 


♦  Vide  act  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  ordcra  of  the  honourable  court  oo  variow  occasions, 
jarticulajly  with  respect  lo  the  dinents  of  Mr.  Sauuders  during  the  government  of  lord 
Uobart ;  ^  iQ  my  owa  (aK»  duriog  the  idjsnaistration  of  lord  Qivc  and  lord  Willia» 
Jlcfitiaciu 
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I  recorded  at  tbe  time  containt  little  more 
than  a  genera)  disapprobatioo  and  disieot  to 
tbe  prcxeedini^s  ;  I  am  now  sensible  that  I 
acted  too  much  under  the  influence  of  that 
wish)  and  that,  to  prevent  controversy,  I  have 
on  too  many  occasions  avoided  to  record  the 
conviction  I  felt  on  the  dancer  and  inex- 
ucdiency  of  the  resolutions  ot  (government. 
If  this  charge  is  brought  against  me,  I  must 
plead  guilty. 

In  tiic  unlimited  support  which  we  gave 
to  the  commissioners  for  investigating  tbe 
Camatic  debis»  it  appeared  to  me  that  we 
tvcre  unnecessarily  interfering  in  discussions 
of  private  property;  and  in  tbe  measures 
we  adopted  for  supporting  the  persons  con- 
victed of  capital  onences,  by  means  which 
were  gctieraliy  understood  to  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  influence  the  juries,  and  to  mark 
the  displeasure  of  government  in  cases  where 
the  executive  power  should  never  be  seen  or 
felt.  It  is  not  more  probable  that  the  agi- 
tation in  the  public  mind  was  produced  by 
the  verdicts,  and  the  subsequent  measures* 
than  that  the  verdicts  were  influenced  by  the 
clanriour  of  the  settlement,  and  the  misguided 
feelings  of  the  juries  ?  I  thought  wc  acted 
unconstitutionally,  and  involved  the  com|)any 
and  ourselves  in  an  unnecessary  and  weighty 
responsibility.  I  was  also  of  opinion,  that 
we  extended  the  support  of  government  far 
beyond  what  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
honourable  coi^it  of  directors,  when  they 
transmitted  to  us  their  orders  on  this  sub> 

^  These  being  my  deliberate  and  conscien- 
tious opinions,  I  did  not  more  than  my  duty 
in  recording  my  dissent,  in  wh«ch  I  defy 
the  ingenuity  ana  malice  of  my  enemies  to 
point  out  an  expression,  or  to  mark  a  senti- 
ment, which  indicates  a  desire  to  oppose  or 
to  dissent  from  the  operations  of  govern- 
ment. Nay,  1  will  appeal  to  every  candid 
mind,  if  it  is  not  apparent,  from  the  style  and 
manner  of  every  dissent  which  1  have  entered 
on  our  proceedings,  during  the  government 
of  Sir  George  Barlow,  that  I  performed  that 
duty  with  reluctance,  that  I  have  avoided 
every  thin*;  like  declamation  or  controversy, 
and  that  I  have  confined  myself  briefly  to 
the  objfct  of  the  dissent  ;  but  even  it  my 
dissents  had  been  of  the  nature  and  tendency 
described  by  the  president,  how  could  they 
have  furnished  topics  of  declamation,  or  en- 
couraged the  outcry  against  the  government, 
unless  they  had  been  published  or  circulated 
in  the  settlement.  By  me  they  certainly 
never  were. 

Ir  is  necessary  here  to  explain,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  effect  which  was  perhaps  in- 
tended by  the  remark,  that  the  governor-ge- 
neral approved  of  those  proceedings  of  the 
Madras  government,  that  I  am  fully  aware 
of  this  approbation  %^hich  h3s  since  been 
g^ivcn  to  those  measures  -,  but  as  my  opposi- 
tion to  them  took  place  before  any  decision 
wfs  received  from  that  authority,  lam  now 
justified  in  explaining  the  view  I  took  of  the 


fubject,  and  tbe  ipounds  oo  vbicb  my  op- 
Dions  were  founded.  I  beg  leave  to  be  ud- 
derttood  as  applying  tbe  same  explanation  to 
certain  subsecjuent  measures  of  inis  govern- 
ment#^  in  which  I  did  not  concur,  ana  which 
have  since  been  sanctioned  by  tbe  supreme  au- 
thority. No  disrespect  can  be  imputed  to  me 
for  indulging  a  bope^  that,  if  all  the  circom- 
stances  coimected  with  the  cases  on  which 
references  were  made  had  been  known  to  the 
governor-general,  his  decision  mtght  ia 
some  respects  have  been  different. 

In  expressing  this  sentiment,  it  is  far  from 
my  intention  to  insinuate  that  this  govern- 
ment withheld  from  tbe  governor-general  in 
council  any  information  which  it  vrai  judged 
necessary  to  communicate  to  him. 

I  have  now  to  answer  those  parts  of  the 
honourable  the  presidem's  minute,  which 
appear  to  me  the  most  serious  and  importaqt» 
as  they  impute  to  my  conduct  consec^ucocca 
with  respea  to  tbe  army,  which,  by  inainui- 
tion  and  inference,  may  be  worked  up  into  ao 
oflcncc  of  a  very  criminal  nature. 

It  is  certainly  altogether  unexpected,  and 
not  a  little  painful  to  me,  to  be  called  ufxx), 
at  this  advanced  period  of  my  public  serrice, 
to  repel  an  accusation  of  this  description  and 
tendency ;  but  the  charge  has  been  preferred, 
and  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  reply  to  it  with 
firmness,  moderation,  and  respea. 

Tbe  president  sutes,  that  when  govern- 
ment was  obliged  to  upel  the  acts  of  tbe 
army  by  the  strong  hand  of  authority,  I 
withheld  from  tbe  act  of  tbe  government 
tbe  support  of  my  opinion,  and  that  oo  the 
contrary,  I  threw  it  into  the  opposite  scale. 
As  I  thought  the  measure  of  government  was 
calcubted  to  create  a  dangerous  ferment  in 
the  army,  I  could  not  support  it  with  my  opi- 
nion, but  I  positively  deny  that  I  gave  any 
support  to  tnose  who  opposed  tbe  govern- 
ment. Tbe  honourable  president  proceeds 
to  say,  that  although  I  did  not  in  cooncil 
oppose  the  suspension  of  Major  Boles  and 
colonel  St.  Leger,  or  of  tbe  other  officen 
from  the  service,  yet,  when  it  became  gene- 
rally known  that  a  large  part  of  tbe  army 
had  subscribed  a  sum  of  money  for  major 
Boles,,  and  treated  him  as  a  martyr  in  tbeir 
common  cause,  it  is  notorious  that  this 
officer  was  habitually  received  at  my  house; 
and  when  colonel  St.  Leger,  after  suspension, 
was  allowed  to  come  to  the  presidencyr,  it  is 
equally  notorious  that  he  was  also  received  in 
the  same  manner.  How  the  notoriety  of 
these  visiuat  my  house  has  been  establisned, 
or  by  what  means  the  honourable  tbe  president 
acquired  this  knowledge,  1  shall  not  at  pre- 
sent enquire  ;  but  I  positively  deny  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  report  that  has  been  made, 
and  afiirm,  that  m  tbe  sense  tbe  expresMOSi 
of  the  honourable  tbe  president  will  be  ^- 
nerally  taken,  these  officers  were  not  babim- 
ally  received  at  my  bouse.  That  colonel  St. 
Leger,  major  Boles,  and  captain  Gram,  who 
«nth  honourable  distinction  commanded  the 
body  guard  during  three  administratioos  pre<* 
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▼iouito  tbc  pretent,  occasionally,  not  habi* 
taally,  called  upon  mc,  I  acknowledge  and 
avow ;  for,  as^  all  the  objects  of  wy  com- 
munications with  these  officers  were,  through 
their  influence,  to  allay  the  alarming  ferment 
which  was  rapidly  spreading  from  one  station 
of  the  army  to  inc  other,  to  preserve  peace 
and  prevent  disorder,  I  can  have  no  desire  to 
conceal  (hem.  I  was  assured  by  colonel  St. 
Lr^er,  on  the  honour  of  an  officer  and  a 
eentleknan,  that  he  was  guiltless  of  the  charge 
for  which  he  was  degraded,  as  he  could 
have  proved  to  universal  conviction  1  if  be 
bad  been  allowed  a  hearing  ;  that  so  far  from 
exciting  the  officers  under  his  command  to 
insubordination  atul  disobedience,  be  had  in- 
controvertible evidence  to  shew  that  be  had 
endeavoured  to  check  their  agitation,  and  to 
discourage  eveiy  idea  of  openly  opposing 
the  authority  of  government. 

Part  of  this  evidence  he  communicated  to 
roe,  which  was  not  less  honourable  to  bis 
feelings  and  his  intentions,  than  it  was  con- 
clusive of  the  alarming  fact  of  a  most  dan- 
gerous combination  in  the  southern  army  to 
resist  the  orders  of  government,  and  to  insist 
on  a  redress  of  grievances.  This,  with  many 
other  proofs  ot  increasing  dissatbfaction,  I 
have  reason  to  believe  were  communicated, 
although  not  directly,  by  colonel  St.  Leger, 
and  captain  Grant,  to  Sir  George  Barlow  ; 
of  this  fact  I  was  assured  by  these  two  officers. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  call  to  the  recollection 
of  the  honourable  the  president,  that  when 
he  expressed  a  wish  to  the  members  of  coun« 
cil,  anerour  meeting  of  1st  May,  that  the 
officers  who  had  fallen  under  the  public  dis- 
pleasure of  government  should  not  be  invited 
to  the  houses  of  the  members  of  council, 
I  remarked,  that  such  had  not  been  the 
usual  practice  of  this  settlement,  unless  the 
offence  of  the  officer  was  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  affea  his  moral  character,  and  to  render 
bim  unworthy  of  being  admitted  into  general 
society ;  but  that,  agreeably  to  the  wish  of 
the  honourable  the  president,  I  should  ob- 
serve the  rule  be  desired  to  be  established. 
From  that  time  until  the  departure  of  colonels 
Bel),  St.  Leger,  major  Boles,  and  captain 
Grant,  not  one  of  these  officers  was  ever 
asked  to  my  house.  Colonel  Bell,  I  never 
saw  after  his  removal  from  his  command, 
although  I  had  long  known  and  greatly  es- 
teemed that  respecuble  officer,  of  whose  fide- 
lity and  attacnment  to  the  government 
and  the  service  I  had  received  the  most  une- 
quivocal proofs. 

Colonel  St.  Leger,  whose  i^nk  in  the 
army,  whose  recent  brilliant  services  in  Tra- 
vancore,  so  publicly  and  honourably  acknow- 
ledged by  government,  the  rafik  and  distinc- 
tion of  his  family  entitled  him  to  attention  in 
society,  which  were  certainly  not  obliterated 
by  his  late  suspension^  called  upon  me  on 
his  arrival  at  the  presidency  at  the  hour  of 
breakfast,  which,  according  to  the  custom  of 
India,  is  the  usual  time  when  visits  are  re* 
ceived  by  people  of  a  ccruin  rank  in  ihc 


settlement.  I  trust,  even  the  pesidentwiU 
not  be  disposed  to  blame  me  for  admittifi|^ 
colonel  St.  Leger,  under  these  circumstances, 
to  take  a  seat  at  my  table.  I  am  not  certain* 
and  really  do  not  remember,  if  major  Boles» 
ever  breakfasted  with  me  after  the  orders  of 
the  1st  May  :  it  is  possible  he  may*  but  not 
within  my  recollection. 
^  These  officers,  whom  I  have  said  occa- 
sionally called  upon  me,  did  not  do  so  on 
the  subject  of  their  own  suflerings,  or  to 

J>refer  complaints  against  the  governniem ; 
or  I  declare  most  solemnly,  that  on.  these 
topics  they  never  once  addressed  me,  except 
to  give  the  most  positive  assurance  that 
they  asked  for  no  revocation  ^f  the  orcirrt 
respecting  themselves,'  and  would  wait  witli 
patience  the  decision  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors. Their  communications  with  me  were 
on  very  different  subjects ;  and  whatever  pre- 
judice 1  may  do  my  own  cause  by  defenoing 
theirs,  I  should  he  guilty  of  t  lie  most  unmaift- 
ly  injustice  if  I  were  not  to  declare,  that 
these  officers  laboured  most  zealously  and  sin- , 
cerely  to  prevent  the  violent  measures  whick 
have  since  taken  place. 

Major  Boles,  I  have  grounds  for  believing^ 
was  not  previously  informed  of  the  intentiona 
of  the  army  with  respect  to  himself ;  a«d  I 
am  further  convinced,  that  be  wotald  cheer- 
fully have  relinquished  the  pecuniary  asctt- 
tancc  they  proposed  to  give  bim,  to  have 
allayed  the  agitation  which  was  then  begin- 
ning to  assume  an  alarming  aspect. 

1  could  not  imagine  that  by  endeavouring 
to  ascertain  the  realsiate  of  the  public  discon- 
tents by  fair  and  honourable  means,  and  by 
encouraging^  these^  gentlemen  in  using  their 
influence  with  their  brother  officers  to  rcpresa 
the  spirit  of  insubordination,  which  had  al- 
ready broke  oiu  in  different  divisions  of  the 
army,  that  I  was  departing  from  my  duty« 
or  subjecting  jnyself  to  the  imputation  of  en- 
couraging tlu:  complainuof  the  officers. 

The  honourable  the  president  thought  the 
discootenu  of  the  army  were  confined  to  a 
few — to  a  faction  composed  of  a  small  num- 
ber of  seditious  officers — whereas,  my  infor- 
mation induced  me  to  ftlieve  that  the  sen- 
timent of  irritation  uvder  the  late  measures 
was  general,  and  agitated  nearly  all  tbe  corps 
in  the  army.  The  enquiry  was  not  for  my- 
self, it  was  not  for  the  gratification  of  idle 
curiosity,  and  still  less  for  such  improper  pur- 
poses as  is  more  than  insinuated  m  different 
parts  of  the  presideiu's  minute  ;  but  it  was  to 
be  well  informed  upon  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant subjects  that  ever  came  under  the 
consideration  of  an  Indian  government.  The 
results  of  my  enquiries  were  not  concealed 
from  the  president ;  and  as  often  as  he  afford- 
ed me  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  him,  I 
fully  communicated  my  opinions  and.  senti- 
ments, and  the  serious  apprehensions  I  enter- 
tained that  we  were  urgmg  on  9  crises  which 
ought  prove  the  ruin  of  our  power  in  India. 

la  toe  Conviction  produced  in  my  miui 
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ffx>m  the  information  which  I  obtained  from 
tbese  and  othcT,rcsp«'CfaMc  $ou''ccs,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  recommend  tnd  to  support^  bvi 
every  aTj;umcni  I  could  suggeit,  the  policy, 
the  expediency »  nay,  i he  indispensable  neces- 
sity of  adopting  measures  of  lenity  and  con- 
ciliation»  and  to  avert  ihe  conseqWnces  which 
have  in  part  been  so  fatally  fell. 

I  contemplated  the  revolt  of  the  armvj  or 
a  civil  war,  as  a  calamity  of  such  infinite 
magnitude,  that  hardly  any  sacrifice  was  too 
great  to  prevent  it.  As  to  ray  own  senti- 
ments and  opinions  en  the  late  deplorable 
occurrences,  1  trust  they  are  well  known,  and 
I  flatter  myself  they  will  do  me  no  discredit 
vfith  my  employers  and  my  country,  when  it 
mJiy  be  neccwary  to  produce  evidence  in  de- 
fence of  my  conduct ;  they  were  confined 
CO  a  few  points,  and  may  be  explained  in  a 
few  words.  The  giievancesof  the  army  or 
of  individuals,  whatever  they  may  be,  can 
only  be  rcdtesscd  by  the  means  presented 
by  our  blessed  constitution,  and  that  to  at- 
tempt redress  by  force,  violence,  and  apgres- 
aion,  would  probably  If  ad  to  scenes  of  blood- 
shed, horror,  and  convulsion,  unparalleled  in 
•an  eastern  history.  No  man  has  eJiencd  the 
means  he  possessed  with  more  unremitting 
«eal  than  I  have  done  to  check  the  excesses 
in  the  army.  By  mv  own  influence,  which, 
from  having  been  known  for  a  number  of 
years  to  the.  higher  class  of  oflicers  in  this 
<army,  I  was  told  was  considerable,  and  by  the 
influence  of  others  with  whom  I  communi- 
cated at  the  presidency,  1  never  ceased  to 
.point  out  the  fata!  consequences  of  revolt 
against  the  legal  authority,  and  hy  every  argu- 
ment and  inducement  which  seldom  fail  to 
operate  on  an  English  mind,  I  endeavoured 
to  moderate  and  restrain  their  exasperated 
feelings  within  the  bounds  of  reason,  pro- 
priety, and  duty. 

«  I  have  had  but  few  correspondents  amongst 
the  ollicen  at  the  out  stations,  and  for  tne 
last  two  or  three  months  none ;  hut  I  harve 
communicated  ronfidentially  and  fully  with 
*ome  public  officers  af  the  presidency  of  ac- 
knowledged honour,  respectability,  and  expe-« 
ricnre,  aun  when  neccssary,sl  shall  be  happy 
to  call  upon  them  to  bear  testimony  to  my 
opinions  ;  to  <hc  horror  1  invariably  expressed 
at  the  excess  of  the  army,  and  to  the  anxious 
solicitude  which  I  manifested  for  the  itsto-' 
ration  of  tnnquillity  and  flubordir>ation  ;  and 
1  will  plead  };ui'ty  to  the  whole  of  the  charge 
if  it  can  be  proved,  or  even  rendered  proba- 
ble, that  I  expressed  a  sentiment  or  uttered  one 
word  which  tended  to  encourage  the  discon- 
tents of  the  army. 

If  the  honourable  the  president  means  to 
jay  that  I  rccoided  no  dissent  to  the  suspeo- 
sioo  of  Major  Boles,  and  <be  maiiy  others 
which  took  place  from  the  orders  ot  the  1st 
of  May,  he  is  perfectly  correct.  But  if  it  is 
the  intention  to  irifer  froirr  this,  that  I  concur- 
red in  those  measures,  or  that  I  expressed  no 
disapprobation  of  them,  or  apprehension  of 
their  injurious  coDScquencct,  I  must  positive- 


ly deny  theTaimeasof  th©  inference.  .IftaN 
ter  myself  the  honourable  the  president  will 
recollect,  that  in  various  conversations  on  these 
subjects,  I  stated,  clearly  and  explicitly,  roy 
opinion  of  the  impolicy  of  the  measures  of 
severity  we  were  pursuing  ;  that  1  considered 
them  inapplicable,  hazardous,  and  totally  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  object,  and  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  emergency.  1  thought  we  were 
risking  by  far  too  much,  and  that  rather  than 
conciliate  the  army,  we  were  endangering  the 
security  of  our  Indian  empire.  That  greater 
powers  than  ours  had  conceded  to  expediency 
or  necessity,  and  by  wisely  bending  for  thie 
moment  to  circumstances  which  power  can- 
not controul,  have  averted  and  turned  aside 
the  overthrow  of  the  state,  and  the  extinction 
of  ail  constituted  authorities.  To  my  judg  - 
ment,  the  repeal  of  every  order  passed  for  the 
last  eight  months  would  be  a  lesser  evil  than 
the  shedding  of  a  drop  of  British  blood  in  a 
civil  contest ;  upon  the  who'c  of  this  subject 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  diifer  widely  from  the 
honourable  the  president.  To  him  it  seems 
to  have  appeared,  that  under  almost  every 
circumstance,  concession  must  be  considered 
as  the  greater  evil ;  whereas  to  me,  as  a  fea- 
ther, when  placed  in  the  scale  against  the 
revolt  of  the  army,  a  civil  war,  and  the  proba- 
ble loss  of  the  country.  In  this  differeiKc  of  - 
opinion  there  was,  I  hope,  nothing  criminal. 
Men  with  equal  good  intentions,  may  see  sub- 
jects of  great  importance  in  a  different  light- 
He  thouglit  it  better  to  risk  an  immense  stake* 
an  empire,  than  rescind  an  order ;  but  in  a 
case  so  disproportioned,  in  which  we  might 
infljct  a  morrai  wound  on  the  interest  of  our 
native  country,  I  wished  to  yield  the  form 
rather  than  endancrer  the  subscance.  I  impute 
to  no  man  who  differs  in  opinion  with  me  on 
these  subjects,  any  other  motives  than  what 
are  honourable  and  just ;  but  I  must  regret 
that  1  have  not  experienced  the  same  liberal 
candour  from  others  as  I  have  shewn  to  them. 
One  might  infer  from  the  apparent  construc- 
tion of  certain  parts  in  the  honourable  the 
president's  minute,  that  criminality  attaches 
to  me  generally,  for  having  opposed  any  of 
the  measures  of  his  government  s  and  I  am 
the  more  induced  to  take  this  ioterprecaijon 
of  his  sentiments,  from  the  disapprobation 
he  has  avowed  at  recording  dissents,  even  on 
occasions  when  every  tie  of  duty  called.on  a 
member  of  cottncil  to  exercise  his  judgment* 
and  record  his  opinions.  Opposition  and 
controversy  are  always  painful  to  mc,  bat 
until  the  honourable  court  is  pleased  to  rescind 
its  repeated  orders  upon  this  subject,  aiKl  tl^e 
legislature  to  relieve  the  members  of  council 
from  any  joint  responsibility,  1  shall  consider 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  obey  these  orders,  and  to 
conform  to  the  sanctioned  practice  of  thia 
service. 

It  is  theftforci  I  trust,  evident  that  oppo- 
sition to  the  measures  of  the  honoarable 
the  president,  cannot  in  itself  constitute  amf 
ground  of  criminality  or  offence,  and  that  such 
opposidoQ  if  only  culpable  if  k  betrayi  grei 
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•f  jdlraeBty  or  defdictioci  of  proper 
'ipki.    I  hope  ' 


spect  tn  obterving, 

pedicficy  of  the  memiret  we 


I  am  gnihy  of  no  drsre- 

tbat  OD  the  meritt  or  cz- 

still  at 


It  is  my  duty  to  obey  any  order  of  govern- 
ment while  1  remain  in  the  aervice  of  the. 
bonoorable  company,  and  I  have  invanably 
done  ao  to  the  best  of  my  iudgment ;  but 
where  a  difference  of  opinion  bat  arisen,  I  am 
jttstiBed,  nay,  it  it  my  duty,  to  support  my 
opiniona4>y  the  best  reasons  and  arguments  in 
xny  power. 

The  honourable  the  president  cannot  feel 
more  ^/camuc  than  I  do  on  the  prospect  of 
retornu^  tnmquillity,  but  I  cannot  admit 
t^  it  IS  conclusive  or  satislactofy  evidence 
^fcainst  my  judement,  or  to  the  sound  policy 
oif  ttke  proceedings  I  thought  myself  obliged 
to  disapprove.  The  measure,  or  expediency 
of  Bcasures»  ought  not  to  be  tried  by  the 
event ;  they  may  have  been  impolitic  and 
dancerouf,  although,  by  great  ark)  singular 
good  fortune,  the  result  has  proved  success- 
ful :  should  those  we  have  pursued  be  crown- 
ed with  the  iDOst  complete  and  brilliant  ter- 
iniaacioa^  yet  if  it  should  nevenheless  appear 
that  more  has  been  risked  than  in  wisdom 
should  have  been  exposed  to  danger,  I  appre* 
hend  a  dectiioD  will  not  be  passed  to  our  &- 
vour. 

I  sincerely  rejoice  in  the  present  calm 
which  has  sticceeded  the  rudest  tempest  that 
ever  assailed  our  eastern  empire  ;  and  I  ar- 
dently hope  that  the  consequencrs  of  this 
unnatural  conflict,  this  new  era  in  the  history 
of  Hindostan,  may  have  no  unfavourable 
effects  on  the  security  and  permanency  of 
these  valuable  and  important  possessions. 

Although  not  immediately  or  directly  con- 
nected with  the  charges  agaihst  roe,  yet 
from  the  singular  nature  of  the  pre^nt  case, 
the  situation  in  which  I  am  placed,  and  the* 
evidetit  intention  of  criminality,  my  judg- 
ment or  my  principles,  ibr  the  opinions  I 
have  emertamcd  on  the  subjects  whKh  led  to 
tlK  unhappy  agitation  in  the  minds  of  the 
army,  I  nope  I  may  be  permitted  to  offer  a 
few  obseivations  in  oirdcr  to  shew  the  grounds 
and  principles  on  which  I  formed  my  judg- 
ment, and  ^  adopted  the  opinions  which  at 
djfcrent  rimes  I  have  explained  to  the 
bonoorable  the  president.  No  man  can  be 
lew  disposed  to  approve  of  the  intemperate 
^  order  which  general  Mt^dowall  published  to 
the  troops  previous  to  his  departure,  or  to 
palliate  any  misconduct  which  tends  to  en- 
courage aemimemsof  insubordination  in  (he 
may;  aod  altbotigb  I  fully  admit  that  the  pub- 
lication of  that  order  was  disrespectful  to  uo- 
vernment,  and  called  for  a  iuitaUe  manifcs- 
tMiOb  of  our  displeasure,  yet  in  my  opinion 
our  paranKNiM  duty  was  to  have  considered 
not  the  extent  of  our  power  to  punish  gene- 
ral Macdowall,  but  tolnve  taken  sueh  mea- 
sures as,  in  our  deliberate  opinions,  were  best 
«dcttlaied  lo  otontcnct  ibe  eficcu  we^  ap- 


prehended, and  to  prevent  mjaiy  to  the 
public  imerests.  *  Upon  every  view  I  then 
took  of  the  case,  and  as  it  now  appears  to 
me,  not  from  the  subsequent  events,  but 
from  circumsunccs  connected  with  the  opi- 
nions I  then  formed,  I  am  decidedly  of  opi* 
nion  that  we  ought  to  have  abstained  from 
any  act  of  personal  hostility  to  general  Mac- 
dowall ;  to  have  cautiously  avoided  a  measure 
which  wooldmost  ccnainly  increase  the  agita- 
tion in  the  army  ;  and,  while  w6  vindicated  the 
authority  of  government  by  the  publication  of 
an  pppropriaie  order,  to  have  allowed  the  Gene- 
ral to  leave  India  without  anyfurther  marks  of 
our  displeasure.  If  we  had  fortunately  pur^ 
sued  this  course,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
General,  and  the  order,  would  have  been  for- 
gotten in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  and  in 
this  opinion  I  have  been  fully  confirmed  by 
the  concurring  sentiment  of  the  most  respec- 
table oflkers  in  the  army,  and  of  some  who 
disapproved  of  the  General's  last  order  u 
Eusch  as  anynKmberof  government.  The 
measure  we  adopted  neither  intimidated  nor 
convinced  ;  the  subordination  oH  the  army 
was  not  improved;  the  bonds  of  obedience 
were  not  strengthened  ;  nor  did  we  add  luitre 
to  the  dignity  of  govemmentf  by  imprcssin|r 
the  minds  of  the  officers  with  more  just  and 
suitable  ideas  of  our  power  and  authority. 
The  removal  and  suspension  of  colonel  Cap- 
per and  major  Boles,  the  adjutant  and  deputy- 
adititant-gcneral,  for  acting  oiHcially  in  puD- 
Usoing  the  general  order  to  the  army,  was 
rej^retted  and  condemned  by  almost  every 
ofhcer  on  the  establishment,  and  not  less  so  by 
those  in  his  majesty's  service,  than  by  those 
in  the  company's  army.  It  was  a  new,  a 
singular,  and  generally  thought  to  be  a  dan- 
gerous case*,  lu  punisn  <  fTiccrs  for  obeying 
the  orders  of  ihcir  juprriurs,  and  for  doing 
what  the  military  afiirm  could  not  be  con- 
st«ucd  {into  an  illegal  act  ;  nor  could  the 
most  extravagant  conj«!cture  impute  to  these 
4W0  officers  the  remotest  intention  of  creat- 
ing a  mutiny  in  the  armv .  It  was  universal Iv 
considered  as  a  dangerous  innovation  in  mili- 
tary practice,  and  a  new  fcaiure  in  the  con- 
stitution, which  by  encouraging  the  arm)' 
to  form  itself  into  a. deliberate  body,  would 
uaturally  lead  to  insubordination  and  disobe- 
dience in  all  the  gradations  of  military  rank 
and  authority. 

It  was  said,  that  if  subordinate  officers  are 
brought  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  the  lega- 
lity of  the  orders  of  their  superiors,  we  in- 
troduce a  practice  of  iocalculablc  evil,  neither 
justified  by  the  spirit  nor  practice  of  the 
laws. 

Is  it  not  better,  they  said,  to  let  the 
leapoosibility  rest  with  the  authority  which 
issuesuihe  order,  except  in  cases  so  plain  that 
the  violation  of  the  established  laws,  is  evi- 
dent to  the  meanest  capacity  ?  But  whether 
tkcsetopinions,  with  the  of  which  I  was 

so  strongly  impressed  at  the  period  of  the 
•uspensioo  of  the  two  officers  on  M>c  general 
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fttff,  weft  well  or  iH  ftMinded,  it  it  not 
lor  me  to  decide.  The  highest  authority  io 
lndb»  lo  which  I  shall  ever  how  with  aub- 
■litsioa,  has  established  ihe  distinction,  and 
has  defined  the  bearings  and  relations  of  this 
■lost  delicate  question.  « 

It  is  not  I  conceive  necessary,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  offer  any  observations  on  the 
aubsequent  measures  pursued  by  this  govern* 
-ment,  towards  the  officers  of  the^anny; 
many  of  them  appeared  to  me  inexpedient 
and  kaxardous ;  and  although  for  the  present, 
funeral  tnnquilHty  has  been  re-esublished,  I 
most  ever  regret  that  it  was  judgjed  necessary  to 
resort  to  extreme  measures,  which  have  given 
•  serious  shock  to  the  coositution,  the  disci- 
pline, and  subordination  of  the  company's 
native  army,  which  have  agitated  and  ais- 
turbed  the  minds  of  the  native  troops,  and 
taught  them  to  contemplate  distinctions  of  in- 
finite danger  to  their  future  fidelity  and  attach- 
nent. 

I  think  happier  effects  might  have  been 

froduced  at  a  less  expeiKe.  l^be  coasc  arqsy 
have  known  from  my  earliest  youth ;  I 
have  seen,  respected,  arid  admired  their  gal- 
lant services,  which  have  so  often  been  the 
theme  of  praise  and  exultation.  I  hare 
lamented  ttiei'r  errors,  and  have  bitterly  de- 
plored and  hold  in  abhorrence  their  excesses; 
whatever  influence  I  have  hu  been  zealously 
employed  to  check  the  progress  of  disorder, 
and  to  recal  the  misguided  officers  to  a  sense 
of  their  duty.  To  the  very  few  with  whom 
I  have  communicated,  I  can  confidently 
appeal  for  my  sentiments  and  conduct  on  the 
late  melancholy  events  ;  and  ahhougb  1  will 
not  ndw  agitate  a  question  (however  favour- 
•ble  its  result  might  be  to  myselQ  which  can 
io  any  respect  embarrass  the  proceedings  of 
government,  yet,  whea  this  cause  no  longer 
exists,  it  may  hereafter  be  allowable  for  me 
lo  shew  that,  in  some  cases,  my  exertioos 
have  not  been  altogether  ineffectual. 

I  am  obliged  tc>  the  honourable  the  presi^ 
dent,  for  having  ^veo  me  an  opportumty  of 
explaining  the  circumstances  rcspectmg  the 
late  address  of  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  settlement  to  the  president  in  council, 
or  the  govemmeoi,  as  fisr  as  I  am  interested 
in  that  transactioiK  although  it  is  too  evident 
that  sentiments  of^  a  very  different  nature  than 
kindness  to  me,  have  rendered  this  explana- 
tion necessary. 

Before  I  enter  into  any  general  observa- 
tions upon  the  address  itself,  its  mems  and 
tendency,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  inserting 
the  following  copy  of  it ;  with  the  letter 
I  wrote  to  the  honourable  the  president, 
whichassignsmy  reasons  for  not  signing  the 
address,  and  which  I  thought  would  have 
prevented  any  unfavourable  construction  of 
my  coqdua. 

To  the  honourable  Sir  G.  Barlow,  baronet, 
koight  of  the  bath,  governor  and  president 


in  council  of  Fort  SuGeofge^  idd  it»6c^ 

pendencies,  &c.  &c. 
Hoooorable  Sir, 

We  whose  names  are  hereaoto  tubacribed» 
impressedwithadeep  sense  of  our  duty  to  out  ' 
ctHintry,  and  of  the  necessity  of  good  order  ' 
and  obedience  to  the  constituted  authoritiet* 
beg  leave  to  tender  yon  at  this  moment  of  diffi- 
culty and  danger,  ocu*  assunnoet  of  aupport 
to  the  interest  of  government,  and  of  oar 
readiness  to  devote  our  lives  and  fortunes  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  public  tranquillity 
in  any  way 'which  (p  you  in  your  wisdom 
inay  seem  meet  to  command  them.  We  de-^ 
tire  to  uke  this  opportunity  of  publicly  ex- 
pressing our  fullest  aisapprobation  of  thac 
spirit  of  insubordination  which  has  recently 
shewn  itself  amongtc  the  officers  serving 
under  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George, 
fully  ccmyinced  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
good  subject  co  yield  obedience  to  the  com* 
roaod  of  those  whom  the  will  of  his  sove- 
reign, and  the  laws  of  his  country,  have 
placed  in  authority  over  him,  and  patiently 
to  await  the  result  of  a  reference  to  Europe 
for  the  redrew  of  supposed  grievances ;  any 
conduct  impatient  of  the  period  of  such 
appeal,  and  backward  to  the  calls  of  pro- 
fessional service,  we  regard  as  aubventve  of 
ail  good  order  sind  discipline,  hostile  to  the 
constitution  of  our  native  country,  and  big 
with  danger  to  the  existence  of  the  British 
empire  in  India;  and  we  therefore,  ho- 
nourable Sir,  beg  to  repeat  the  assurances 
of  our  firm  determination  to  resist  the  opera- 
tion of  such  principles,  which  we  arc  con- 
vinced roust  bie  equally  reprobated  and  con- 
demned by  all  good  andf loyal  subjects.** 

Fori  St.  George,  July,  1809. 

To  the  honourable  Sir  George  Barlow,  hart. 
K.B.&C.&C.&C. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  enclosed  paper  was  sent  to  me  yes- 
terday afternoon,  and  as  it  appears  tome, 
after  mature  and  serious  consideration  upon 
the  subject,  that  I  cannot  with  propnety 
give  it  my  signature,  I  am  desirous  of  ex- 
pbinin^  my  reasons  to  you,  to  prevent  mis- 
conception, which,  however,  I  do  not  antici- 
pate from  you. 

As  the  address,  is  to  the  president  in  coun- 
cil, or  to  the  government  of  which  I  am  a 
member,  I  think  on  that  ground  aloiK,  if 
there  were  no  other  objections,  there  would 
be  an  inconsistency  io  my  signing  it ;  but  as 
there  are  other  considerations,  and  of  more 
moment,  which  direct  my  juc^ment  on  this 
occasion,  I  shall  now  uke  the  liberty  of  ex- 
plaining them  to  you  with  truth,  candour, 
and  sincerity. 

I  think  this  address  propoaed  to  be  present- 
ed by  the  inhabitants  is  premature  and  imrea- 
sooable.  I  can  <)iscover  no  good  purpose 
that  it  can  produce  ;  but  I  foresee  many  senoos 
inconyeqicnces  whi^h  maf  result  from  it. 
This  declaration  will  not  add  10  the  poweia 
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or  snthoritr  of  govemroentt  the  sentimeots 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Madrat  cannot  cotiboul 
die  army  ;  but  published  in  tbi^'manncr,  they 
vHll  create  a  groBt  and  general  alarm,  not  con- 
' fined  to  the  European  p^  of  the  settlement* 
bat  diffusbl^  iiscit  through  the  numerous  bo- 
dies of  natives  which  compose  the  papulation 
of  the  Black  Towri  and  its  vicinities^  and 
producing  great  individual  distress  aod  public 
embarrassment.  This  unoualified  and  strong 
declaration  from  the  inhabitants  is  certainly 
premature,  for  I  hope  and  trust  there  is  no 
immediate  cause  for  aUum  of  this  extrtu>r- 
dinary  tendency.  I  think  it  aho  inexpedient 
and  impolitic,  as  ic  will  jend  to  widen  the 
breach  which  it  has  been  the'  firsi  wish  of  my 
heart  to  heal,  for  I  must  ever  contemplate  a 
civil  w«r  in  our  army  as  the  greatest  calamity 
that  can  befall  Britain  in  this  country.  But, 
thank  God,  the  sword  is  still  in  the  scabbard, 
where  I  trust  it  vfWi  remain  until  drawn 
against  the  enemies  of  the  state.  This  hope 
I  still  indul|;e,  and  flauer  my^lf  that  by  mea- 
sures of  suitable,  just,  and  seasonable  conci* 
liation,  that  the  horron  of  a  civil  conflict  may 
be  avoided,  that  the  army  will  be  recalled 
to  a  sense  (^  its  duty  and  confidence,  and  se- 
curitv  restored  to  the  country. 

When  it  is  necessary  to  stand  forward  pcr- 
tdoally,  po  man,  whatever  be  his  situation, 
shall  step  ^before  me  in  ready  and  willing  sa- 
crifices for  the  service  of  my  country.  Of 
fortune  I  have  little  to  boast,  but  my  life  shall 
be  cheerfully  exposed  in  defending  the  inte- 
sests  of  my  respected  employers,  and  in  sup- 
port of  their  government. 

These  are  my  genuine  and  well-considered 
sentimenu  ;  but  they  shall  remain  with  my- 
self, except  to  you  and  Mr.  Oakes,  who  sent 
me  the  paper. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.  Petrie. 

Gardens,  .<^otD  Julv,  1809. 

P.  S.  I  trust  that  no  one  will  impute  to 
me  the  folly,  ignorance,  or  insanity,  of  dis- 
puting the  truth  of  the  general  principle  on 
which  the  address  is  grounded. 

To  which  I  received  the  following  lacouic 
answer : 

The  honourable  W.  Petrie,  Esq. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  note  of  this  date,  and 
have  the  honour  to  return  the  address  which 
it  incloied. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 

(Signed)  G.  H.  Barlow. 

Govt.  Gardens,  30th  July,  1809. 

I  never  knew  until  I  saw  the  minute  of  the 
honourable  the  president,  that  he  bad  been 
consulted  by  the  gentlemen  who  promoted 
the  address  previous  to  its  being  presented 
CO  him  ;  nor  did  I  then  know,  I  mean  when 
I  wrote  to  the  honourable  the  president,  that 
be  attached  so  very  much  importance  to  it, 
or  to  the  insertion  of  my  signature. 

Had  propriety  been  attended  to  with  re- 
spect to  me,  or  had  the  person  oit^rsons 
who  prepared,  or  were  coooecced  wlih^  the 


prep^iration  of  the  address,  intended  to  pay 
me  the  compliment  that  was  due  to  my  rank, 
I  ought  most  certainly  to  have  been  consulted 
on  the  subject  at  an  earlier  period,  and  before 
the  address  was  presented  to  me  for  signature. 

A  variety  of  reasons  which  peculiarly  ap- 
plied to  the  period  when  the  address  was  agi- 
tated in  the  settlement,  induced  me  to  think 
that  ii  might  increase  irritati(^  and  produce 
unfavourable  effects  on  the  disposition  of  the 
army,  which  had  then  manifested  uoeauivo- 
cal  proofs  of  returning  subordination  and  obe- 
dience. That  it  might  tear  open  the  wounds 
which  were  beginning  to  heal,  and  by  apply- 
ing terms  to  the  concuict  of  the  officers  (aoyf' 
ever  just  abstractedly  considered)  descriptive 
of  a  capital  offence»  night  have  a  most  un- 
favourable effect  on  a  very  considerable  part 
which  appeared  babncing  between  the  calb 
of  duty  and  a  determination  to  insist  oh  whit 
they  termed  a  redress  of  grievances,  I  thought 
that  such  a  public  manifestation  of  the  sentt- 
njrnts  of  a  p^rt  of  the  settlement,  so  strongly 
expressed,  could  do  no  possible  good,  but 
might  add  to  the  difficulties  whicbstill  opposed 
our  recalling  a  considerable  part  of  the  offi- 
cers to  their  duty.  In  such  a  case  as  this,  I 
may  appeal  to  the  result,  and  ask  any  candid 
and  impartial  person,  if  the  hand  of  govern- 
ment were  really  strengthened  by  this  ad- 
dress ?  Did  it  unite  the  settlement  more 
firmly  in  support  of  our  measures,  or  has  it 
contributed  to  restore  harmony,  mutual  coi^ 
fidence,  and  good  will,  which  for  the  last 
seven  or  eight  monihs  have  been  estranged 
from  this  society  ?  On  the  contrary,  the 
discussions  produced  by  that  address  have,  I 
believe*  increased  animosity  and  contcflHon, 
by  giving  one  subject  more  for  the  collision 
of  contrary  opinions,  which,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  public  mind,  disturbs  and  agitates 
the  general  society  of  the  presidency.  1 
must  further  observe,  that  the  disposition  of 
the  community  was  not  favourable  to  the 
measure,  and  the  promoters  of  it  ought  to 
have  been  aware,  that  they  were  weakening 
instead  of  strengthening  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment, by  the  means  which  they  U9ed  to  ob- 
tain signatures ;  I  cannot  believe  that  these 
means  were  reported  to  the  honourable  the 
president. 

The  address^  the  president  states,  was  sign- 
ed by  the  most  respectable  persons  in  the  set- 
tlement. There  were  many  respectable  names 
to  it  I  allow  ;  but  I  must  at  the  same  time 
observe,  that  several  of  the 'inhabitants,  of 
acknowledged  respectability,  both  in  charac- 
ter and  station,  declined  giving  their  signa- 
tures to  this  address ;  and  in  this  number  were 
some  whose  attachment  to  the  present  govern- 
ment, during  all  the  preceding  has 
never  been  even  suspected.  I  speak  of  what 
has  come  to  my  knowledge  since  the  address 
was  presented,  for  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  my  intention  not  to  sign  it  was  known 
until  the  list  of  signatures  was  published  to  the 
settlement. 

Notwithstanding,  bowevcri  the  very  strong 
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convictioii  vhkh  wai  imprtssed  on  my  miod, 
ttnfavourible  to  (be  expeaieocy  oC  the  •Miess 
at  that  time,  so  sincerely  tnxious  was  1  to 
avoid  any  improper  construction  which  might 
be  applied  to  the  circumstances  of  my  with- 
hpldiog  my  name,  that,  in  order  to  sscertatn 
the  importance  which  was  attKhed  to  my  si^- 
ftiature,  I  applied  to  a  person  whose  jxiblic 
Mtuation  was  similar  to  my  ^riafor- 

anation  on  this  point,  which  I  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing terras  ; — *'  Although  I  think  my  rea- 
fons  justy  y(»t,  if  the  governor  in  counci),  or 
the  general  sense,  attaches  any  beneBcial  im- 
portance to  the  pi^blic  interests,  or  that  it 
can  effect  the  peace  of  the  settlement,  mis- 
lead any  one,  or  prevent  any  mischief,  it  will 
jkecome  ray  duty  to  yield  my  opinion  to  tbeirsy 
mnd  I  shall  :o  chat  case  affix  my  name.**  The 
ireply  to  this  enquiry  did  not  gif^e  me  reason 
fo  suppose  (hat  either  the  adurcss  i<selF,  or 
I  my  signature,  was  essential  to  any  public  pur- 
pose. It  will  he  apparent,  from  the  terras  of 
the  honourable  the  president's  letter  t^  me^ 
that  I  could  not  ag^in  address  him  on  that  sub- 
ject, however  much  inclined  to  have  eiuered 
into  a  further  explanation  of  the  sentiments  by 
ivhich  I  was  actuated. 

The  honourable  the  president  has  expressed 
liis  astonishment  arul  disapprobation  at  this  ex- 
ercise -of  my  judgment  in  terms  of  uncorn- 
aaon  tc verity  and  reprehension  ;  but  I  tru«4 
it  is  iKH  by  the  asperity  or  harshness  of  Un- 

fuaf^e,  by  inference  and  implication,  that  my 
dcUty  to  my  sovereign,  attachment  to  my 
country,  and  gratitude  to  my  immediate  cm* 
ployers,  will  be  rendered  liable  to  suspicion. 
The  imputation  of  improper  iiK>tives  is  not 
unfreqaently  resorted  to  ;  but  it  can  obtain  oo 
credit,  when  totally  unsupported  by  proof  or 
j>iobability.  Alibougb  inferior  so  the  ho- 
nourable the  president  at  a  member  of  t&uc 
government,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  uiy 
motives  are  as  pure  and  honourable  as  his,  and 
that  I  do  not  yield  to  him  in  loyalty  to  my 
king,  or  in  zeal  to  promote  the  interests  oJF 
the  borH>urable  company.  He  calls  on  me 
to  explain  my  mouves,  and  I  reply  to  the 
call  with  confidence  and  with  truth.'  My 
tnc  tivcs  have  been  throughout  solely  directed 
to  ih'^  prosperity  of  my  country,  the  interests 
i>(  my  employers,  the  honour  of  the  govern* 
mcnt,  and  the  preservation  of  my  own  cba- 
lacter. 

Sorely  wounded  as  my  feelings  have  been 
by  many  parts  of  the  mmuic  of  the  honoiK- 
able  the  presidtnt,  yet  I  &tter  myself  in  the 
reply  I  hive  now  the  honour  to  deliver  in. 
that  no  expression  or  sentiment  has  escaped 
me  iiuu)Rsisieut  with  my  public  situation,  wyA 
rncomp3tible  with  the  respect  which  is  due  to 
the  president  of  the  council.  Under  the 
Weight  and  peculiarity  d  the  accusation*  I 
uust  I  maybe  allowed  to  say,  without  in* 
bringing  those  necessary  restrajnis,  that  no 
man,  however  exalted  his  sation  or  office* 
can  be  justified  on  such  jgrounds  as  the  pre- 
sident assumes,  of  imputing  to  me  dislojralty 
10  sy  soveieigo^  or  a  dispositioa  to  cncouiage 


■unkqr  ao4  aedttsoo  in  the  annrs  Ifjr  Rttw^ 
ral  chtrpcter,  the  sitoatsoos  1  have  fiUcd  ia 
the  public  aemce,  and  the  Mtiination  in  %rhsch 
I  have  been  held  bjr  my  revered  sitpierioa« 
fhooid  hive  exemptea  me  from  siKb  a  craei 
and  lufounded  iroputatkxi* 

(Signed)  W.  Petrie. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(Signed)  A.  Falconar, 

"  Chief  Sec.  to  fovt. 

Dissent  of  John  Alexander  BaoDerman,  Eiq. 
If  jt  be  mctimbent  on  the  members  of  tlus 
court,  who  have  formed  decided  opinioos  oo 
such  public  measures  as  become  the  obtectt 
of  discussion,  to  record  the  grounds  on  wmch 
those  opinions  have  been  formed,  that  ditty 
becomes  the  more  siopentive  when  the  jude- 
nient  of  the  court  has  been  so  equally  (S- 
vided,  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the  tre»> 
surer  to  detcnaine  the  question  by  drawing  a 
lot.  I  shall  accordingly  proceed  to  state  my 
aentimenu  on  this  subject  at  greater  leo^b, 
and  with  more  care,  than  I  snouid  consider 
to  be  necessary  in  an  ordinary  case  oT  dsaeoc 
fiom  the  O|>inion  of  the  majority. 

Haviog  stated  in  mv  place  as  a  directory 
'*  That  all  the  evils  which  we  have  to  lamesic 
in  the  disgraceful  and  guilty  state  of  the  Fort 
St.  George  army,  may,  in  a  great  degree,  be 
ascribed  to  the  acts  <^  that  govermBent,"  k 
would  be  a  dereliaioa  c^  <he  priodplea  in* 
volved  in  an  of>ini(Hi  which  1  have  seen  oo 
cause  to  relinquish,  if  I  were  to  neglect  to 
enter  my  protest  against  the  measure  cS  re^ 
moving  Mr.  Petrie  from  the  council  of  Fore 
St.  George,  for  his  opposition  to  a  system  of 
proceeding  which  has  received  my  public 
disapprobation ;  and  I  do  hereby  moat  cans- 
estly  and  solemnly  protest  agamst  the  aid 
measure  accordingly. 

In  Recording  the  grounds  of  ibit  protest, 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  court  \^  an  examination  of  the  facts  and 
reasonings "  contained  in  the  minutes  of  m 
Gieorge  Barlow  and  of  Mr.  Petrie,  wbicfa 
have  been  presented,  t|irough'  a  very  uousum 
cbaimel,  tothecoa4^eratioi>of  t^couft  of 
directors. 

The  tempeiaie  reply  of  Mr.  Betrie, 
furnishes  so  complete  a  refutation  of  the  ac- 
cusations ctf  Sir  George  Barlow»  that  the 
best  friends  of  the  former  gentleman  may 
safely  leave  to  this  production  we  care  of  pro- 
viding for  his  vindication  and  defence.  Sut 
the  grounds  of  the  opinions  which  I  shall 
have  the  honour  to  submit,  aie  altqgetb^ 
foteifrn  from  pcrsoi^al  fieelings  towaids  either 
of  the  ^4ihlic  serva()U»  whoae  conduct  is  at 
issue.  To  a&cerjuu^  the  public  tendency  of 
that  condtict,  aod  its  consequent  claim  to 
approbation  or  blame,  is  the  ooly  Icgiii* 
mate  purpose  of  public  enqtii^,  aiid  I  an 
conscientiously  affirm,  that  through  the  whole 
of  this  discussioot  no  other  ofaj^  has  beeo 
present  tpi  my  mind. 

The  reasoos  which  I  have  to  adduce  for  the 
protciuag  agsuDtt  the  removal  of  Mr*  ?cw» 
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will  oecessarilv  rest  on  my  ccnviciion  of  the 
impropriety  of  the  measures  which  he  oppo- 
sed, and  (he  proofs  of  this  impropriety  will 
jnost  conveniently  resolve  themselves  into 
the  form  of  certain  distinct  objections  which 
I  have  to  offer  against  the  conduct  of  Sir 
George  Barlow,  governor  in  council  at  Fore 
St.  G^rge  ;  but  before  proceeding  to  enu- 
.XDcrate  these  objections^  a  few  preliminary 
remarks  will  enable  me  to  introduce  them  to 
the  notice  of  the  court  in  a  more  distinct  and 
intelligible  manner. 

W  all  the  earlier  stages  in  which  the  con- 
dtia  of  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George 
Jiaicomc  under  the  consideration  of  this  court* 
I  have  expressed  an  apprehension,  founded 
CTcn  on  the  imperfect  aocuments  then  before 
us»  that  better  information  would  exhibit 
grounds  niher  of  censure  4han  approbation; 
and  I  delivered  my  protest  against  the  final 
measures  of  punishment^  whtch  were  in  the 
contemplation  of  this  cvuri,  for  these  express 
reasons*  added  to  the  fuixiameotal  injustice 
of  any  decision  founded  on  a  hearing  of  one 
tide^t  the  question. 

I  regret  to  observe,  that  every  subsequent 
information  has  confirmed  the  apprebcn.sions» 
vbich  I  ha4  originally  felt  mys<:if  compelled 
to  entertain,  and  has  led  to  the  conviction, 
that  all  the  evils,  which  we  have  to  lament  in 
the  present  disgraceful  state  of  the  army  at  ' 
Fort  St.  George,  may,  in  a  great  degree,  be 
ascribed  to  the  acts  of  that  government. 

1  have  not  hesitated  to  concur  in  geperal. 
approbation  of  the  firmaess  of  the  govern- 
ment  in  derermijnng  not  to  concede  to  acxual 
sebelliony  points  on  which,  in  other  circum- 
stances, conccision  would  have  been  expe- 
dient :  it  will  be  recollected  that  I  Hutiied 
this  approbaiipn  to  the  single  act  of  declining 
to  concede,  and  to  the  measures  of  decision 
which  were  adopted  subsequently  to  the  1st 
May,  1609  ;  but  even  in  the  execution  of  . 
these  aces  of  energy,  I  must  express  my  un- 
q|ualiSed  disapprobation  of  some  of  the  sub- 
sidiary measuies,  as  tending  to  purchase  a 
doubtful  and  temporary  ffood  at  the  price  of 
certain  and  permanent  evil. 

I  should  have  been  disposed  to  have  com- 
menced mv  objections  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Fort  St.  G;.orgc,  with  a  formal 
charge  of  impropriety  in  the  impolitic  and 
inexpedient  change  imroduccd  in  a  system  of 
providing  and  carrying  the  camp  equipage  of 
the  army,  which,  after  the  most  carelul  and 
open  distttSsion,  had  been  adopted  by  a  for- 
mer government,  apprpved  by  the  court  of 
directors,  and  confitmed  by  the  actual  test  of 
,  iu  distinguished  efficiency  on  field  service, . 
if  part ottbe  blame  of  reversing  this  measure 
baa  not  been  shifted  from  the  government 
of  Madras  to  tb:|t  over  which  Sir  George 
Barlow  had  previously  presided.  1  will,  how- 
ever, observe,  before  dismissing  this  subject, 
that  a  measure  which  the  military  board  (the 
organ  provided  by  the  constitution  of  our  go- 
vernment for  the  consideration  of  all  imppr- 
tmt  questions  of  military  detail)  had  bcca  io' 
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yited  to  discuss  and  examine,  and,  after  a  long 
investigation,  h;id  matured  ar.d  corapleicd# 
was  reversed  without  being  subjected  to  tile 
revision  of  that  board.  • 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  $»atc  (as  nearly  a  s  i 
practicable  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they 
occurred,  and  with  such  explanations  as  ap- 
pear to  be  requisite)  mv  objections  to  those 
measures  of  the  government  of  Fon  St, 
George,  which  form  the  uround  and  rcawns 
for  my  protesting  against  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Petrie  for  his  opposition  to  those  measures. 
Objection  1st. 
For  an  unwarrantable  inierfercncc  wiih  the 
legal  authority  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
by  jmpeding  the  regular  .course  of  military 
justice,  asTy  law  established  in  prohibiting 
the  trial  of  lieutenant-colonel  Munro  the  quar- 
ter-masier-generaK  ordered  into  arrest,  on  a 
regular  charge  preferred  against  him  to  the 
commander-iii-cnief,  by  certain  officers  *•  for 
Cilae  and  infamous  insinuations  tmditig  to  in- 
jtire  their  "  characters  as  officers"  in  an  offi- 
cial report ;  and  for  directing  the  release  of 
that  officer  from  arrest  by  a  positive  order, 
although  warned  by  the  commander- in-chief 
of  the  illegality  of  such  proceedinK,  and  in- 
formed of  iiis  intention  to  charge  lieutenant- 
colonel  Munro  with  the  additional  criine  of 
pet;sonal  disiteispect  to  himself;  thereby  arro- 
g^iiing  to  the  gOvcrrtor-ia-couoci!  a  power  ex- 
pressly vested  in  thr  commander-in-chief  alone, 
by  the  act  of  the  lyth  of  George  the  2d,  for 
the -better  government  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany's forces,  which  act  directly  deprives  the 
governor-ill-council  of  any  of  the  presidencies 
of  all  power  regarding  courts  martial,  when- 
ever any  of  his  majesty's  troops  shall  be  ser- 
ving under  such  presidency. 

I  am  aware  I  may  be  told,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Madras  has  exonerated  lieutenant" 
colonel  Munro  from  any  imputation  of  blarne 
by  *•  adopting  his  report  as  their  own.'*  In* 
stead  of  a  palliation,  this  would  form  the  fair 
eround  of  a  distinct  and  aggravated  accusation, 
for  giving  the  sanction  of  their  authority  to 
aspersions  complained  of  ''  as  false  atid  infa- 
mous,** for  the  purpose  6f  sheltering  a  fa- 
voured individual  froin  the  regular  course  ot 
justice,  at  the  same  time,  that  bv  the  same 
abuse  of  authority,  they  drprivctl  the  com- 
plaining individuals  of  the  means  of  proving 
the  falsehood  of  the  aspersions. 

I  am  nor  deterred  by  the  ability  and  elo* 
queiKe  with  which  the  aspersions  of  charac- 
ter, complained  of  by  the  officers  command-  ' 
ing  corps,  has  been  studiously  and  most  in» 
geniously  confounded  with  the  actof  govern- 
ment founded  on  that  aspersion,  from  ^  point- 
ing out  to  this  court  the  mistrable  sophistry  of 
the  attempt.  If  these  insinuations  were  false, 
still,  if  tney  were  believed  and  adopted  by 
the  governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  believea 
and  approved  by  that  of  Bengal,  they  had 
produced  the  utmost  possible  effect  that  ca- 
lumny can  inflict,  by  wounding  the  character 
of  the  -complainants  in  that  exact  quarter 
where  Ion  ot  chanctcc  was  aott  £u9l  i9  theit 
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honour  and  their  intereits.  The  act  had  been 
done  for  v/b«ch  the  brgett  postiUe  damagn 
would  ht  awarded  by  a  couf t  of  law ;  but  it 
it  v^reicbcd  sophistry  to  contend,  that  because 
a  public  act  bad  been  founded  on  this  calumny, 
it  thei..rore  ceas*d  to  be  calumny,  and  tint 
the  complaint  of  the  original  aspersion  shall 
becbarged  c.sdisrcsp'iCtto  the  authorities  who 
were  deceived  by  the  calumny* 

The  degradauon  of  the  character  and  office 
of  the  commander-io-ahief^  by  tbu  contemp- 
tuous extinction  of  bis  militaiy  prerogative, 
and  the  direct  encouragement  ^iven  to  losub- 
ordination»  in  tupportio^  the  immediaie  staflF 
of  the  commander-in-cbief  against  bis  lawful 
military  authority,  are  fatal  wounds  to  the 
discipline  of  the  army;  nor  can  the  weak  and 
inemcient  plea  be  permitted  to  avail,  of  assu* 
ning  the  predetermination  of  any  court-mar^ 
tial  that  could  be  assembled,  to  commit  m 
act  of  deliberate  injtutice  contrary  to  their 
oath.  A  prisoner  brought  for  trial  before  a 
court-martial  has  the  right  to  cballenget  on 
sufficient  cause,  any  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  court;  the  dispatches  firom  Ma- 
dras give  abundant  reason  to  confide  at 
least  in  hts  majesty's  officers,  and  the  act  dpet 
not  piohibit  such  court  being  formed  prin- 
dinfly,  or  even  exclusively,  of  the  omcera 
of  the  crovm.  The  true  groutxis,  tbercibrey 
coold  not  have  been  an  apprehension  of  unjust 
decision,  but  an  alarm  lest  investigation  should 
eaublish  the  &llacy  of  that  reasoniitg  which 
l^overnment  had  moit  unnecessarily  ndopted 
••asittown.** 

Objection  fid. 

For  rejecting  the  respectful  memorial  ad- 
dressed to  this  court  by  the  officers  who  had 
peferred  the  charge  against  licutenant-colooel 
Munro,  and  declining  to  transmit  it,  when 
forwarded  for  that  purpose  by  the  coromander- 
tn-<bief»  stating^  *'  that  the  transmission  of 
the  memorial  vras  objectionable  and  impro- 
per>*'  and  it  was  accordingly  returned,  there- 
Dv  shutting  the  door  of  app^l  to  superior  au- 
toority,  and  actually  suppressing  the  reference 
of  those  officers,  and  iniis  persevering,  in 
every  stage  of  this  transaction,  in  interposing 
{oWcr  to  stop  not  only  the  regular  course  of  jus- 
ticeybutthe  ultimate  appeal  against  oppression. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  memorial  of  these 
officers  expressly  disclaims,  as  a  ground  of 
compbint,  the  measure,  which  even  in  sub- 
iequent  publications  the  supreme  government, 
and  that  of  Madras,  have  assumed  as  the  only 
ground  of  discontent,  and  this  singutar  fact 
nay  perhaps  explain  the  reluctance  of  the 
government  of  Madras  to  piit  the  court  in 
possession  of  a  document,  which  would  over- 
turn the  professed  ground  of  their  reasoning, 
and  the  motive  of  their  proceedings ;  but  theie 
is  a  degree  6f  injustice  still  more  inexplicable, 
in  charging  on  these  officers  as  a  crime  their 
liaviog  tailed  to  vait  the  result  of  an  appeal, 
which,  so  hr  from  being  forwarded,  had  been 
contemptuously  returned. 

Objection  gd. 

For  impending  fiiom  the  aemce  Kcutemm* 


colonel  Capper,  the  adjaiant-genefal,  »d 
major  Boles«  the  depuiy-adtutant-^enem,  for 
the  strict  performance  of  their  miliianr  doty, 
in  promulgating  the  orders  of  the  coihmander- 
in-chief ;  an  act  crude  and  unsoand  in  its 
principles,  rash  and  unnecessary  in  its  appli- 
cation, and  which  may  be  considered  as  the 
chief  ground  of  general  discontent  in  the 
army  ;  and,  by  the  subsequent  roeasuies 
growing  out  of  this  fatal  error,  to  have  been 
one  of^ibe  leading  causes  of  the  late  aofbrtn- 
nate  rebellion. 

No  military  proposition  can  be  more  dear 
than  the  paramount  duty  cf  prompt  and  impli- 
cit obedience,  particularly  m  omcera,  wnase 
main  duty  it  is  to' watch  over  the  obedteoce 
of  the  armyr  to  the  orders  of  ito  chief.  The 
only  objection  to  this  proposition  (tmpltcit 
obedience)  would  be  in  the  case  of  an  order, 
broadly,  evidently,  and  posirively  contrary  w 
some  Known  law  of  the  land,  a  descripcioa 
obviously  inapplicable  to  the  ortler  in  <^ik»- 
tion,  and  roost  improperly  ascribed  to  u  bv 
the  very  same  authority  (sir  G.  Barlow)  wUca 
three  days  before  had  oermitted,  vrithoot  ques- 
tion or  objeaion,  to  be  published  at  Fbn  Sc 
George  and  to  the  army,  a  general  order  bf 
the  same  commander-in-chief  (which  atill  it- 
mains  uncancclIedV  much  more  offensive  n 
the  constituted  authorities  by  law  establiited, 
than  that  which  is  made  the  cause  of  aiKpend- 
iiigthote  two  officen firom  the  service. 

The  principles  promulgated  to  the  army  by 
these  orders  oif  suspeiuion  are  directly  suhver* 
sive  of  the  fbuixiations  of  military  suborJioi- 
tton ;  they  encourage  officen  to  canvas  de 
lefpility  of  military  orders,  to  question  the  re- 
lative powers  of  their  snpenors»  iaitead  of 
looking  immediately  and  exclusively  to  the 
nearest  link  of  the  chain,  and  ^Idti^  obe- 
dience, in  their  several  gradations,  acconi- 
ing  to  the  only  practicable  scheme  of  mitanr 
subordination ;  these  principles  in  short  teach 
soldiers  to  dispute,  instead  of  to  obcqr ;  ibcy 
preach  rebellion,  and  the  doctrine  liai  un- 
happily acquired  too  matiy  disciplet. 
Objeaioo  4th. 

For  promulgating  the  general  oiden  of  the 
1st  May,  18091  ^bich  suspended  and  d^gim- 
ded,  without  trial,  officers  whose  cbaraoert 
in  the  order  were  publickly  stigmatiaed  and 
rendered  disbonoorable,  on^  private  txamam' 
tion  and  private  information,  witbboldim 
'  from  the  accused  the  detail  of  the  accosatioa, 
the  name  of  the  accuser,  or  any  of  those  csroom- 
stances  which  justice  exacts,  for  the  porpoK  of 
enabling  the  accused  to  repd  iaaptttcdgoSt. 

To  any  person  accustomed  to  consider  the 
principles  of  the  constitution  oiMier  which 
we  live,  it  is  tumecestarv  to  animadveit  ona 
course  of  proceeding  subvcfsive  of  those  fen- 
damcntal  ngbts,  which  it  is  the  object  of  the 
law  to  secure  to  every  British  mkijca  i  •w/y 
tern  of  measmcf,  so  oppreasife  id  ttscK 
is  ttin  hnhcT  vitiated  b^  the  known  60. 
that  mtoy  of  the  alkgations  on  which  the 
suspensions  and  degradanc^  weie  oiofcaKdhr 
fotuided#  aicibsol«ttly€U»|  mdbythc  w 
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and  proUble  iderence*  that  cAtth  if  not 
tbe  whole,  are  either  unfewwicri  or  groNlf  . 
mnvated. 

rhe  local  effect  of  this  iDJarioos  measure 
ii  diftiocdy  marked  opon  our  recordt ;  tbe 
portion  of  tbe  army  which  was,  lo  that  order* 
oighly  complimented  for  its  allegiance  and 
fittrhtjr,  felt  the  ties  of  allegiance  dissolved 
by  this  ad  of  extreme  oppression,  flew  at 
once  intoftbellioo,  and  insuotly  demanded  iis 
repeal. 

Among  the  most  singular  features  of  tbe 
cbarKter  of  this  government^  b  tbe  long 
historical  order,  dated  the  lath  August,  1809, 
in  which  they  most  modestly  claim  the  praiae 
of  moderatioD  and  fiorbearance  for  a  syMon 
which,  even  by  their  own  shewing^  exhibits 
a  series  of  acts  of  despotic  oppresiioo,  9od 
in  which,  as  well  as  in  many  of  their  previ- 
ous publications,  they  recall  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  army  the  principles  of  that  cod- 
ttitotion  which  they  themselves,  by  their  own 
acts,  had  so  onwarraoiably  violated,  charging 
tbe  officers  of  the  army  with  "  a  systematic 
couTK  of  aggression"  and  of  *'  aggravated  in- 
dignity ;*'  phrases  which  most  correctly  and 
truly  characterize  their  own  proceedings. 
Objection  Ath. 

For  having  proposed  to  the  company's  ofH- , 
cers  a  test,  which,  pre;-supposing  disaffection, 
and  sediiioiu  combination,  was  coosequeiuiy 
useless,  if  ^e  suppmitioo  was  true ;  a  gross 
injury,  as  well  as  insult,  if  unfounded,  and 
productive  of  no  consequence  but  the  subver- 
sioQ  of  discipline,  by  the  removal  of  the 
officers  firmn  their  men,  and  tbe  farther  ex- 
citement in  the  native  troops  of  agitations 
founded  00  the  disorganizing  doctrines  of  the 
iti  of  May. 

We  have  not  on  public  record  the  details 
whidi  migfit  be  required  to  establish  this 
objection  in  its  fullest  extent,  but  the  facts 
are  too  notorious  for  the  pretext  of  disbe- 
lief. The  government  gazette,  which  the 
servanu  of  the  company  are  called  upon 
to  receive  aa  official  authority,  exhibits  the 
result  of  this  extraordinary  proposition  in 
the  signatures  of  leas  than  150  names,  out 
of  tbe  whole  body  of  ^our  officers  on  that 
establishment,  amountmg  to  about  1,300. 
The  absence  of  public  documents  is,  indeed, 
one  of  those  facts  which  I  most  strongly 
charge  aninst  tbe  government  of  Madras, 
which  calls  opon  tl^  court  for  decision  on 
the  garbled  sutements  it  has  furnished,  and 
withholds  the  series  of  documents  which 
Would  have  led  to  opposite  results  and  con- 
cbsiotts. 

Objection  6th. 

Fbr  sanctioning  the  publication  in  t^ 
newspapers  of  Madras,  whish  are  |;ene- 
rafly  circulated  both  to  English  and  Fo- 
reign  settlements,  official  statements,  con- 
veying eoually  to  the  enemies  as  to  the 
friends  of  the  British  power,  eza^erated 
dsicription|l  of  the  disaffection,  disobedi- 
anee,  scdition»and  rebeUio»,  cf  the  army  of 
thfir  gorenuncm, 

Q 


For  anthorising  the  circulation  of  lettcra 
to  the  Native  troops,  stimuUtiitg  them  to 
disclaim  the  authority  of  their  officers,  and 
by  public  orders  proclaiming  to  tbe  Native 
troops,  and  consequently  to  the  Native 
powers,  asute  of  weakness  which  it  would 
be  the  object  of  a  wise  aud  prudent  govern- 
ment to  conceal. 

The  appeal  to  the  Native  troops  will  bo 
admitted  by  the  most  strenuous  advocnto 
of  Sir  George  Barlow,  to  be  an  experiment 
perilous  in  the  extreme,  by  unfolding  to 
that  body  their  own  power  and  importance, 
and  by  strikine  at  the  very  root  of  all  dis- 
cipline, in  teaching  these  troops  to  reason 
on  the  connectioiu  and  relations  of  tbe 
authorities  which  are  placed  over  themi 
and  to  look  to  other  combinations  and  gra- 
dations of  ^  command,  than  those  that  arc 
inculcated  in  all  the  elementary  instructions 
of  military  discipline.  If  I  be  told  that 
the  measure  was  justified  by  the  extremity 
of  the  case,  I  answer,  first,  that  no  extre- 
mity could  justify  so  vague,  so  dangerous, 
and  so  loose  a  proceeding,  as  the  dispersion 
of  these  manifestoes  of  iiuubordination  ( 
and  secondly,  that  the  necessity  did  uot  ex- 
ist. This  itl  informed  government  appears 
to  have  believed  that  all  the  officers,  or 
the  ^eater  portion  of  them,  were  combi- 
ned in  a  plan  of  direct  hostility  for  the  ac* 
tual  subversion  of  the  government ;  but 
the  fact  of  the  relinquishment  of  the  exer- 
cise of  military  duty  by  the  largest  portion 
of  the  officers,  on  the  alternative,  offered  of 
Umporary  retirement,  or  the  signature  of 
the  test,  proves  the  belief  to  be  completely 
unfounded,  and  that  the  extreme  ease  did 
not  exist. 

Objection  7th. 

For  a  general  want  of  conciliation  from 
the  first  appointment  of  Sir  George  Barlow 
to  the  date  of  the  last  advices,  in  all  the  cir« 
cumsunces  coimected  with  the  subject  of 
these  observations ;  and  in  the  whole  cha- 
racter of  tbe  £ovemment,  with  the  sin^^o 
exception  of  the  publication  of  the  general 
order  of  the  6th  of  February,  which  a  few 
days  earlier,  would  have  calmed  the  whole 
agitation,  but  now  only  marked  extreme 
incapacity  by  selecting  for  the  attempt  that 
precise  period  of  time  when  an  injudicious 
act  of  severity  and  injustice  had  failed  to 
terrify,  and  had  excited  feelings  which  tho 
most  moderate  knowledge  of  human  naturt 
would  shew  to  be  peculiarly  unfavourable  to 
this  single  and  reluctant  effort  at  conciliay^ 
tion. 

The  public  career  of  sir  'George  Barlow 
has  proved  him  to  be  a  laborious  and  useful 
instrument,  but  a  deficient  organ  of  govern* 
ment ;  he  has  shewn  himself  to  be  dcsti* 
tate  of  that  knowledge  of  mankind  which 
is  the  associate,  or  rather  the  parent  of  dis* 
cretion,  and  without  which  tbe  delegation 
of  power  is  precarious  and  unsafe.  x 

For  all  which  grounds  of  objection  to 
the  measures  of  the  govcmmtnt  of  Fort 
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St.  Oeor|:e,  I  do  her^y  •olrmnlj  protest 
against  the  removal  from  council  of  Mr. 
WilfiAm  Petrie,  for  his  opposition  to  these 
mea^ret. 

^Si^eflyv      X.  Bannkimaw. 
Sast  Tn<iia  Hmite, 
23d  April,  1810. 

Dissent  of  sir  Francis  Baring,  bart.  and  sir 
Hugh  Inglis.  bare. 
The  hon.  the  cbnrt  of  directors  of  the 
East  India  bom  pan  j. 
Gentlemen, 
On  Friday  the  6ch  an  arrangement  was 
projX>sed  for  the  government  of  Madras^ 
omitting  the  name  of  Mr.  Petrie,  but  re 
jected  by  the  treasurer's  casting  vote. 

The  same  arrangement  was  again  propo. 
sed  on  Tuesday  the  lOth,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  a  director  having  decUurd  In 
court,  that  subsequent  to  tbe^th,  he  had 
been  induced  to  alter  his.  opinion  ; other- 
wise the  numbers  would  have  been  equal, 
and  the  treasurer  must  have  been  again 
called  in  to  decide  the  question  by  lot. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  for  rea- 
sons we  shall  state  hereafter,  we  protest 
against  the  decision. 
The  papers  are  so  voluminous,  so  much 
'  partiality  and  acrimony  is  manifest  on  one 
fide,  whilst  Mr  Petrie  stands  alone,  absent, 
and  not  suspecting  the  length  to  which  hos- 
tility has  been  carried  against  him,  that  we 
•hall  be  excused  iu  the  opinion  of  every 
liberal  mind,  if  we  throw  aside  the  minute 
microscopic  objects  which  sir  George  Bar- 
low and  nis  friends  have  viewed  in  the  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  Mr.  Petrie ;  the  more 
so,  as  those  which  sir  George  has  brought 
forward  have  been  fully  refuted  by  Mr. 
Petrie ;  and  if  thev  had  not  been  refuted, 
they  do  not  fumisn  ground,  even  for  oen- 
iure,  of  a  person  holding  so  elevated  a  ai- 
tuation,  still  less  for  removal.  There  is 
one  point,  however,  and  it  stands  alooe, 
namely,  how  far  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Petrie 
6a  the  subject  of  the  mutiny,  which  has 
been  branded  with  the  epithets  of  a  dtsloy- 
aT,  factious  opposition,  can  be  impeached  or 
defended  f  And  again,  how  far  the  services 
and  Conduct  of  Mr.  Petrie  merit  the 
punishment  that  has  been  inflicted  on  him  ? 
Before  we  enter  into  such  a  discussion,  it 
may  be  proper  to  state,  what  we  conceive  to 
be  facts,  leUtive  to  the  merit  and  services  of 
Mr.  I^etrie, and  theopinton  cnterta»neJ  by 
the  cbtirt  of  directors  on  various  occasi- 
ons. 

Mr.  Petrie  proceeded  to  India  as  a  writer 
in  1765.  He  succeeded  to  a  seat  in  council 
in  1787.  He  was  appointed  by  the  court 
ms  a  member  of  c«uucil|  and  to  succeed  as 
provincial  governor  in  1790,  but  returned 
to  Europe  for  his  health  in  1792.  He  was 
again  appointed  by  the  court  in  1793,  And 
to  succeed '  as  provisional  governor  in  1798. 
This  appointment  was  repeated  in  1802, ,. 
whf  o  the  court  requested  of  bim  to  accept 


'  ten  thoosaad  pagodas,  in  coimaoeacc  •f  the 
high  seoie  they  entertained  of  his  long 


m\  aervices,    alwavs  with  the  coodi* 

annexed  of  ■ncteedjic  to  th«  govcn- 

i  place 


fUtfalal 

tion  J 

ment,  pro  tempore,  aad  which  too^  place 

OB  lord  WitUam  Benti nrk  leaving  Madras  in 

1807;  bat  which  he  reHnquishcd  on  the 

arrival  of  sir  George  Barlow  in  Deoember, 

1807. 

Finally,  he  was  appointed  to  a  teat  in 
council,  and  to  succeed  sir  George,  in  l^>7. 
Such  numerous  imequivocal  proofs  of  merit, 
during  a  period  of  20  yeara^  firom  1778  to 
1807  inclusive,  are  unprecedented  in  the 
annals  of  the  company ;  and  it  is  therefore 
an  additional  doty  mipoted  on  us  to  enquire 
into  the  canse  for  their  having  been  so  ill 
requited. 

Inhere  can  be  no  comparison  between 
sir  George  Barlow  and  Mr.  Petrie  for  length 
of  service,  nor  for  ackaowiedgrd  merit. 
The  only  instance  of  dissatisfaction  that 
had  be{'n  manifested  towards  Mr.  Petrie, 
was,  for  not  recording  his  dissent  to  the 
measure  for  enforcing  the  turban.  Mr. 
Petrie  defended  himself  against  this  censure, 
and  the  court  admit,  in  their  answer  of  the 
8d  August.  1809,  that  Mr.  Petrie  had  stated 
a  reason  which  has  great  weight,  for  ikx 
having  recorded  a  written  dissent  against 
the  measure  relative  to  the  turban.  In  the 
present  case,  the  disutisfaction  attaches 
solely  to  his  opinion,  far  in  regard  to  his 
conduct  we  shall  notice  it  hereafter ;  where- 
'  as  the  court  have  distinctly  marked  their 
displeasure  towards  sir  George,  for  his  eon- 
duct  in  the  uniform  decided  support  of  mea- 
sures which  they  have  so  strongly  repro- 
bated. These  observations  natmlly  lead 
us  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  we  protest ; 
namely,  that  every  prindple  that  ought  to 
shield  an  individual  from  persecution,  has 
been  violated : 

1st.  The  constitution  of  the  company,  as 
established  and  confirmed  by  its  charters. 

9d.  The  orders  of  the  court,  manifested 
bT  their  uniform,  invariable  opinions  and  iii« 
structions  on  numerous  occasions. 

3d.  The  sapercession  of  an  old  meritori- 
ous servant,  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  a 
junior  servain^  whose  previous  conduct  had 
been  censured  by  the  court. 

4th.  And  further,  for  removing  a  man 
who  has  held  the  high  situation  of  governor 
without  he^tring  his  defence,  and  founded 
upon  evidence,  furnished  in  a  clandestine 
manner  by  his  avowed  adversary. 

Before  the  charter  of  1784,  no  supreme 
toutrolling  power  etrsted  in  India ;  the  want 
of  it  was  severely  felt  under  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Hastings,  who  was  compelled  to 
have  an  avowed  agent  at  home  to  represent 
and  act  for  him,  according  to  circomsunces ; 
an  inconremence,  as  well  as  an  injury,  expe- 
rienced both  abroad  and  at  hom*  It  often  hap- 
pened, that  recourse  was  had  to  major  Scott 
for  information  and  for  (topers,  which  had 
'  not  been  received  hy  the  company.    Such  a 
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Htoation  natonOy  txoud  dimtiiCictioii  and 
cUmour,  more  paitkularly  ID  thcHoMieof 
Commoiigy  when  it  was  frequently  a  topic 
for  dedamation  against  the  gotvrnment  of 
Mr.  Hasttngt;  from  this  (Kfficulty  the  com- 
pany were  leUeved,  under  the  protection  of 
Mr  Pitt  and  lord  Melville,  by  the  charter 
of  1784,  which  esublivhed  a  supreme  con- 
trolling  power  in  India :  but  it  never  was  in 
tbetr  contemplation,  nor  in  that  of  any  other 
person,  that  the  po«rer  should  be  exercised 
by  the  governor  in  a  despotic,  arbitrary 
tnanncry  nor  that  the  council  shoold  thereby 
be  rednced  to  cyphers ;  but  that  erery  sub- 
ject shonld  be  discussed  as  usual,  each  mem- 
ber to  enter  his  opinion  on  the  minutes,  and 
the  power  rested  in  the  governor  to  be  exer- 
cised solely  when  the  votes  were  equal.  This 
part  of  the  charter  was  again  confirroe^i  in 
1793.  That  Mr.  Petrie  was  perfeetly  regu- 
lar in  making  his  sentiments  known  on  thia» 
or  any  other  sab}ect ;  nor  could  any  detri- 
ment arise  if  he  erred  in  judgment,  so  long 
as  three  remaining  members  were  able  to 
outvote  him,  exclusive  of  the  a^Hlitional  se- 
curity arising  from  the  controlling  power 
vested  in  the  governor. 

Tiie  orders  c$  the  court  requiring  the 
council  to  record  their  opiniow,  and  repro- 
bnting  their  silence  in  the  strongest  and  most 
decisive  terms,  are  numeroua ;  but  in  no  in- 
stance more  pointed  than  when  Applied  to 
the  conduct  of  sir  Oeorge  Barlow,  at  the 
tinM  he  was  in  a  similar  situation  at  Benfrat 

Under  the  droumstances  we  have  describ- 
ed, with  such  numerous  testimonies  in  fa* 
vonr  of  Mr.  Petiie,  and  distinct  disapproba- 
tion of  the  condoa  of  sir  O.  Barlow,  the  court 
thooght  proper  in  their  wisdom  and  justice 
to  appoint  ur  Oeorge  tb  the  government  of 
Madbras,  thereby  supertoding  Mr.  Petrie. 

On  such  an  appoiotment  we  request  the 
court  to  pause,  and  let  each  man  ask  himself,, 
in  what  manner  sir  Oeorge  ought  to  have 
conducted  himself  on  his  arrival  at  Nfadras  ? 
Whether  it  would  not  have  been  wise  to  have 
lefit  behind  him  In  Bengal  a  cold  arbitrary 
disposition,  and  to  have  adopted  the  princi- 
pl«i  of  a  statesman  and  a  good  governor,  by 
•hewing  some  attention  to  those  £oelin^ 
which  hh  own  promotion  must  have  exat- 
ed,  and  by  unttmg  the  suaviter  in  aftodo, 
with  the  fOrtiter  in  re  ? 

Bit  Oeorge  vsas  a  stranger,  ignorant  of  the 
habits,  mannersyand  opinions,pf  th^se  whom 
he  was  appointed  to  govern;  and  at  a  nun 
»tnc  when  a  system  of  reform  and  retrench- 
naent  was  going  on,  which  affected  the  inte- 
mst  of  ttlou>st  every  individual  in  the  service. 
If  it  is  at  all  times  one  of  the  first  dnties  to 
cokivaie  and  preserve  harmonjrnnd  cordia- 
Kty,  it  was,  in  our  opinion,  the  nonnden  doty 
Of  sir  Oeorge  to  have  done  soon  such  an  oe. 
eas2on;  The  system  of  reform  was  proceed* 
iag'in  a  tegnlar manner,  even  the  army,  al- 
though filuctaot  when  they  relinqolsh  peco* 
niary  advmcagei  to  which' they  had  been  ac- 
tttMMMd,  miniffiUfd  no  djtpqritkwi  ifldiot>» 


ing  those  fatal  measures  which  afterwards 
appeared,  and  which  never  would  have  hap- 
pened if  the  government  had  remained  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Petrie. 

This  circumstance  forms,  in  our  opinion, 
so  prominent  a  feature  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  mutiny,  and  as  a  criterion  to  judge  of  the 
comparative  menu  of  sir  George  B4rlowand 
Mr.  Petrie,  that  we  sought  with  studious  at- 
tention to  discover  instances  of  temper  and^ 
conciliation  on  the  part  of  the  former;  but 
we  have  sought  in  vain.  When  Mr.  Petrie 
delivered  over  the  government  to  sir  George, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  left  him  an  army 
not  surpassed  in  disci piine,  obedience,  and 
submission,  or  in  attachmetit  to  their  coun- 
try, by  any  troops  in  the  British  service, 
commanded  by  an'officer  whose  cordial  sup- 
port might  have  been  secured  by  attention, 
civility,  and  politeness. 

The  services,  civil  as  well  as  military,  fur- 
ni^  too  many  instances  of  a  contrary  dispo- 
sition. It  if  true  that  he  was  aware  of  the 
propriety  of  miking  the  attempt,  and  he  ex- 
plains very  distinctly  the  ability  and  judg. 
ment  which  he  manifested,  and  the  success 
which  followed  those  attempts.  In  his  pub- 
lication to  the  army  after  the  unhappy  expe- 
dient of  the  26th  July,  he  broadly  states,  . 
that  every  measure  he  has  adopted  from  his 
first  order  respecting  general  Macdowall,  to 
the  last  above-mentioned,  had  not  only  farl- 
ed  in  producing  the  effect  intended,  but  had 
directly  and  immediately  been  the  cause  of 
the  increaseil  dtacontent  of  the  army,  their 
intemperate  remoostan^es,  and  subsequent 
acts  of  violence.  All  this  is  true,  and  we 
must  again  request  the  court  to  pause,  for  sir 
George  plainly  insinuates  that  his  ordera 
were  directly  and  immediately  the  cause  of 
the  increased  discootenu  of  the  irmy.  their 
intemperate  rvmonstrancfs,  and  subsequent 
acts  of  violence. 

Wherein  consists  the  culpable  or  criminal 
conduct  of  Mr.  Petrie  ? 

It  is,  that  he  represented  to  sir  George  (hut 
with  gi»it  propriety  in  the  pi^o^^r  of  doing 
it)  the  injurious  or  fatal  coQ6cqueores  that 
might  arise  from,  the  measures  he  was  pur- 
suing I  be  united  local  experience,  ,a  know- 
ledge of  men,  with  temper ,  forefight,  and 
lodgment.  In  his  situation  as  second  mem- , 
ber  in  council,  and  provisional  successor  to 
the  government,  he  thou^  itluH  duty  to  of* 
fer  hb  opinion  on  a  subject  that  shook  our 
empire  in  India  to  iu  centre  -,  he  complied 
with  the  act  of  parliament,  he  obeyeH  the 
orders  of  the  court  of  directoff .  and  in  a 
qniet  inoflTensive  manner,  he  expbined  to  sir 
George  Barlow  those  prospects  which  hie 
prophetic  spirit  forcMW,  and  which  subscf. 
quent  evenu  fully  justified. 

But  alas !  this  constitutes  his  crime.  If  it 
shall  be  found,  and  we  firmly  believe  it  to  be 
true,  that  had  the  advice  of  Mr.  Petrie  pre^ 
vious  to  the  mutiny  been  followed,  it  would 
not  have  happened,  the  merit  and  laurels 
which  sir  G€orgrhMac<|iircd,  bysuppreii* 
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ing  1  muHny  which  he  had  to  much  contri* 
buted  to  excite,  would  ▼anith  of  coane.  We 
have  beard  of  prince*  who  have  toughb  for 
war,  to  cuabfe  them  to  displiv  their  military 
talenti;  but  it  ii  no  jnsttDcatioa  for  ttr 
George  Barlow,  that  he  has  manifetted  reiO- 
lution  ai)d  Hrmnets  in  tuppresnog  a  rebel- 
lion, if  he  neglected  the  means  to  prevent  it 
before  its  explosion.  Without  derogating 
from  the  merit  which  sir  Geor^  Barlow*s 
friends  may  impute  to  him  for  hit  firmneta, 
and  disclaiming,  as  we  sincerely  do,  any  im- 
putation on  his.tntegrity^or  that  he  has  acted 
otherwise  than  to  the  best  of  his  judgment, 
we  are  dtstinctlv  of  opinion,  that  the  sword 
of  revolt  was  sneatbM  when  the  governor- 
general  announced  sentiments  of  moderation, 
justice,  and  lenity  ;  and  not  less  than  30,000 
men,  who  were  then  in  opposition  to  govern- 
ment, surrendered  at  discretion,  and  threw 
themselves  on  the  justice,  liberality,  and  mer- 
cy of  lord  Minto :  nor  can  we  believe  that 
ft  cold  arbitrary  word  of  command,  although 
pronounced  by  the  first  member  of  the  Ma- 
dras government,  would  have  produced  the 
aame  effect.  We  very  much  fear,  that  the 
depriving  general  Macdowalt  of  a  seat  in 
council  may  have  contributed,  in  some  degree, 
to  the  important  events  which  foltowed ;  and 
we  lament  that  his  disappointment  w«s  not 
alleviated  by  the  conciliatory  <lispoaiti«n  of 
the  ^vernor.  We  have  not  heard  of  any 
pnbUc  appearance  of  dissarisfkction  between 
the  governor  on  his  first  trttval  and  the  ge- 
neral, but  the  day  following,  their  appear- 
ance  together  in  public  in  perfect  harmony ; 
and  two  months  before  the  arrest  of  colonel 
Munro,  the  associates  and  fiiends  of  the  ge- 
neral met  together,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting him  with  a  service  of  plate,  as  an 
wcknowledffflent  of  his  private  and  social 
qualities;  not  a  syllable  being  mentioned 
itboot  his  public  conduct.  This  lias  been 
treated  by  sir  George  as  a  proof  of  thateariy 
confederacy  or  conspiracy  to  which  be  im- 
putes  a  systematic  faction*  opposition  to  his 
measures.  Unfortunately  for  tir  George,  the 
list  of  names  affords  too'kmj  A  leftiution; 
for  it  has  been  pMhf  obserfedt  that-  it  con- 
tains the  nathbs  of  those  Who  rebelled,  of 
those  who  qudledthe  rebeHidnjiind  of  those 
who  had  no  Concern  in  the  profession  of 
arms.  If  the  nlate  had  been  voted  after  the 
highly  culpable  conduct  of  general  Mac- 
dowafl  towards  the  end  of  January,  it  would 
then  have  worn  a  serious -and' dinerent  oom« 
^exion.  We  cannot  follow  sir  George 
niroq^i^h  the  numerous  circuinstancct  wmd 
^p$  which  terminated  finally  in  tebeHioa, 
Ibtther  than  to  remark,  diet  we  can  discover 
no  trace  of  a  conciliatory  temper,  no  proof 
of  forest^f,  judgment  or  management ;  the 
exercise 'bf  coid  arbitrary  coercioo  appeal 
^n  every  occasion.  The  civil  servants, gene- 
rally, are  implicated  with  the  subscnbera  to 
the  plate;  all  are char^with dissatis£actioa 
and  insubordtnattoi^  either  hj  m  Geoi^  or 
^j  l^t  repreifautiYe  here;  and  it  if  tuffi* 


dent  to  entertain  an  opinion  dkfirrenc  firwB 
himself,  to  be  stignutieed  as  a  facttovs  op- 
ponent. In  every  look  and  every  gesture 
he  perceives  treason  and  rebellion,  excepting 
only  the  very  few  favourites  who  enrround 
his  person*  Mr.  Roeburk  was  the  first  vic- 
tim, at  ^e  age  of  60,  and  after  35  yean  ser- 
vice. Grenend  Macdowall,  at  the  bead  oC 
the  army,  poshed  ftom  oite  step  to  aootber, 
feU  at  last  into  error,  which  is  mpardonable, 
if  (he  low  of  life,  dec  may  not  be  deemed  an 
exptiation.  Mr.  Petrte,  the  chief  of  yo«r 
civil  service,  and  who  preceded  sir  George  ae 
governor,  must  be  removed ;  men,  meaanrce, 
and  the  sound  principles  of  government, 
must  all  be  sacrificed. 

It  is  a  melattcholy  question,  but  we  moat  ai^. 
who  was  satisfied  under  such  a  government  f 
is  it  now  safe  ? — ^The  civil  servants  are  and 
most  be  disgusted.  In  the  military  services 
the  bond  of  union  and  confidence  between 
the  ofiicers  and  the  •cpoys  has  been  too 
roughly  treated  for  such  delicate  machinery. 
We  are  afraid  much  jealousy  subsists  between 
the  company^  officers  and  those  of  the 
kin?,  who  assisted  to  quell  the  rebellioii ; 
wnUt  it  should  be  remembered,  tbttt  oot 
of  1,900  officers  and  geatlemcn,  leaa  than 
900  signed  the  test.  Surely  such  ctrcom- 
stanoes  require  temper  and  talents  adapted 
to  an  extraordinary  dangerous  situatioo. 
We  can  readily  conceive  that  lord  Miato. 
surrounded  bv  a  mutinoui  army,  who  had 
just  submitted,  acted  vrisely  in  holc&ig  up 
and  applauding  Sir  George  Batlow  lor  hia 
firmness,  and  evoi  hia  cmhict;  the  atigfat- 
cst  deviation  mi^t  have  made  a  danger- 
ous impressioo  on  the  army  at  that  sm^- 
ment :  and  lard  Minto's  opinion,  as  well  ae 
conduct,  must  be  considered  as  pnrcly  politi- 
cal, and  as  what,  in  hb  opinion*  vroold 
produce  the  best  possible  efifect  on  the  nuod 
of  the  army.  But  this  doth  not  in  reality 
impeach  or  prejudice  the  judgment  of  Mt, 
Petrie,  whose  doctrine  even  then  amounts 
to  no  more  than  a  desire  to  look  far  for- 
ward, and  to  adopt  the  earliest  and  best 
menus  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  har- 
mony >to  the  service,  promoting  amongst  the 
officers  a  liberal,  manly,  and  grateful  at* 
tachmentto  the  oololirs  under  which  they 
serve.  Lord  Minto  wfttca  at  a  most  critical 
moment,  when  every,  one  must  have  been 
impressed  with  the  anxious  wish  to  ejitia- 
guish,  totally  and  instantly,  any  recurrence 
to  what  had  passed,  and  therefore  nmkm 
aa.observaiioQ  on  the  opiniofi  and  oonduct 
of-  Mr.  Peirie,  but  expressly  disavowing 
any  imctation  to  reflect  on  the  iame.  We 
repMt^  tkat  we  readily  coAoeive  what  may, 
and  indeed  dught  to  influence  the  mind  of 
Ior<i  Minto  on  such  an  occasion ;  but  we 
have  too  •  good  an  opinion  of  his  undcfw 
standing  and  knowMge  of  the  world,  to 
believe  that  he  really  expected  to  change 
the  opinioni  enfiertained  by  above  1,100  of* 
icen^  fwmtd   widtr  pcnoMl  ptivaikmi 
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■od  nfierinfi,  and  1>7  the  mere  words  of 
t  general  order. 

After  all«  what  hxs  been  the  opinioiis 
and  conduct  of  Mr.  Petrie  ?  If  they  had 
been  violent*  tending  to  irritate  and  in- 
flame the  army,  if  he  had  promoted  public 
meetings  or  associations^  although  govern- 
ment maj  have  acred  in  direct  opposition 
to  his  opinion,  he  would  haye  been  highly 
colpable.  His  conduct  has  been  distinctly, 
decidedly  the  reverse ;  with  complete  local 
knowledge  and  experience,  particularljji  of 
the  characters  of  those  with  whom  the 
government  had  to  contend,  he  urged  for 
moderate,  temperate  measures,  for  the 
|nxrpose  of  averting  and  dispersing  that 
storm  which  his  penetration  and  foresight 
Nearly  foresaw  must  arse  out  of  the  ar- 
bitrary  condna  and  unwise  proceedings  of 
Sir  George  Barlow. 

We  must  confess,  that  we  think  such  an 
adviser  on  such  an  occasion,  is  predsely 
the  person  and  line  of  conduct  in  the  con- 
templation of.  parliament,  when  a  gover- 
nor and  council  w^s  esrablfsbed.  when 
firm  resistance,  and  implicit  obedience  is 
tlie  order  of  the  day  anudst  reductions  and 
reform,  personattj  affecting  the  militify  $ 
with  three  vo'ces  m  council  alwavs  concur- 
ling,  and  the  governor's  controluog  power 
always  in  reserve;  in  what  consiits  the 
crimmaHty  of  one  member  suggesting  tem- 
perate.  moderate  proceedings,  as  the  beft 
means  for  averting  the  storm  ?  the  mere 
to,  as  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  and 
in  which  many  able,  well-tnmrmed  men 
concur  with  us,  that  if  the  iuegestions  of 
Mr.  Petrie  had  been  listened  to  m  the  early 
stages  of  the  business,  that  the  mutiny 
never  would  have  happened. 

If  our  opinion  with  regard  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  legislature  shall  be  disputed, 
we  desire  to  bdow  of  what  use  are  the 
council?  for  if  Mr.  Petrie  is  removed, 
who  will  then  dare  to  oppose  Sir  George 
Barlow,  or  any  favourite  goverror  on  any 
occasion  ?  The  court  in  their  vehemence 
to  exalt  sir  George  Barlow,  and  to  think 
iHutever  he  pleases  they  sheuld  think,  lose 
sight  of  the  dangerous  power  whith  they 
thereby  esublish,  and  which  will  hencefor- 
ward rest  on  the  firmest  basis ;  they  forget 
the  opinion  of  a  ^reat  Roman  historian,  and 
which  is  likewise  the  true  spirit  of  the 
British  constitution,  namely,  '■  that  pow- 
er without  contronl  **  ought  never  to  be 
trnsted.**  But  against  snch  power  we  pro- 
«t,aiid  we  do  most  solemnly  protest. 

On  the  Sd  of  April,  1805,  yon  accuse 
Sir  Geor^  Barlow  (the  second  subject 
of  the  Inidiao  empire)  of  having  assisted 
IB  turning  the  government  into  **  a  simple 
despotism,**  and  his  crime  was,  a  blind 
nnqnalified  support  of  the  measures  of  the 
'  governor  -  general.  The  late  chairman, 
whose  sentiments  the  court  adopted  at  that 
time,  has  now  changed  hb  opmion,  and 
IB  iopport  of  despotiiai  bf  cooiiden  th« 


mild,  temperate,  judicious  remonstrances 
of  Mr.  Petrie,  as  factious  oppoiition,  if 
not  worse.  For  the  conduct  which  he 
censures  in  the  governor-general  and  Bar- 
low in  Bengal,  he  approves  and  supports 
at  Madras,  for  the  purpose .  of  removing 
Mr.  Petrie,  thereby  establishing  in  eflfect 
the  principle  of  ^  simple  despotism.** 

So  late  as  the  SO'h  of  June^  1809,  you 
convey  your  rentimeo  s  of  Sir  George  Bar- 
low's conduct  in  ioferfering  wTth  the  Nabob 
of  Dude,  in  the  following  strong  unequi-  ' 
vocal  terms: 

'*  It  is  vrith  sincere  concern  we  feel  our- 
selves compelled  to  fay,  that  your  conduct 
in  the  matter  of  Mr.  Prendergast*s  com- 
plaint against  Ahnas  has  been  a  breach  of 
oar  orders,  is  contrary  to  the  system  of 
policy  pursued  by  the  former  Bengal  go- 
vernment, is  unwarranted  by  the  reasons 
you  have  assigned  for  a  departure  from 
that  policy ;  has  a  strong  tendenOy  to  irri- 
tate and  influence  the  minds  of  tihe  natives 
against  the  European  cha  ectcr  and  a^nst 
our  government :  is  liable,  in  our  opmiosi, 
to  the  charge  of  partiality  and  injustice, 
and  has  our  strongest  disapprobation  and 
severest  censure.*' 

With  such  a  character,  drawn  by  the 
pen  of  Sir  George  Bariow*s  most  «ealo«« 
advocate  on  the  present  occasion,  we 
cannot  conceal  the  <iisgust  we  feel  fo^  sneh 
gross,  glaring  partialityand  injnsrfce* 

The  means  employed  to  ipflnence  the 
opinion  of  the  court  are  not  less%traordi^ 
nary  than  the  rest  of  the  proceedings,  lliei; 
only  official  document*  before  us  are  the 
dispatches  from  ibrd  Minto,  which  are 
ample  on  every  point  with  the  poMic 
proceedings,  the  orders  of  goivernmeoi; 
ice.  Unfortunately  for  the  enemies  of  Mr. 
Petrie,  no  trace  can  be  found  amongst 
those  voluminous  documents,  whieh  can  be 
construed  in  o  a  charge  gainst  him;  liar 
lord  Minto  expressly  savs.  <<  it  is  not  my 
*  intention  on  the  conduct  of  Mr. 

Petrie.**  To  meet  this  difficulty,  an  aneny* 
mous  pamphlet  was  published  a  very  fisw 
days  before  the  decision,  (and  written,  as 
we  are  informed,  by  a  confidential  advo- 
cate for  Sir  George  Bariow)  wherein  the 
civil  servants  are  generally  chaiged  with 
a  spirit  of  disafiectton  andinsubordinatiop, 
similar  to  that  which  is  sai<i  to  baee  cha- 
racterised the  proceedings  of  the  Madras 
army,  and  labour  to  show  that  Sir  George 
Barlow  had  to  encounter,  in  both  branches 
of  the  service,  the  same  tendency  to  wilf^ 
-  and  disloyal  opposition. 

This  pamphlet  was  immediately  answer- 
ed, wherein  it  is  asserted  '*  these  oiierges, 
however  they  may  be  believed  by  mm 
who  mi^estbem^  have  ao  foondatioii  in 
tmth ;"  and  the  total  silence  of  the  venf 
volnminons  pepers  we  have  receive^ 
amounts  to  the  strongest '  presomp' 
proof  in  support  of  that  assertion, 
ve  idso  foBW  hettere,    Mr.  Pe^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


23b 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810-11. 


wi»e  sM^rU  on  the  spot,  in  tinswer  to  Sir 
Gtor^c  Barlowy  many  nionliis  after  tlie 
disi^nu*  lud  co*amencedy  aiid  during  the 
residence  of  lord  Miuto,  tiiat  SirGoorge't 
fads  were  aaKiimpd,  not  proved,  and  thftt 
it  U  \ei7  reinairkabi**,  wlu!st  erery  drop  of 
ink  tuat  H'lws  from  Sir  Gv'or^^e's  pen  if 
tinjred  with  jealoiifly  and  8U9|Hcion,  tiiat  he 
cannot  na'  le  a  sinj^le  person,  eitbur  civil 
or  Htiutar>',  with  wiiom  Mr.  P^trie  was 
C4lnm,ot<d  in  liatcaiii^   ti  ose  deep,  dan- 

Seroutt,  faclioi.s  designs,  wuicn  wc*e  viri- 
le ofdy  to  Idmself }  nor  is  Mr.  Petrie's 
name  raeikCt'>ned  in  Hny  one  of  the  inter- 
cepted letters  wiiich  it  undoiibt^'illy  would 
have  been,  liad  he  Uf^en  Ci^nMdered  at 
fVieu.lU  lotlmcrfHHoof  in  otticrrs. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  address* 
and  Sir  George  it  verv  poince  I  in  the 
attack  on  Mr  Petrie  for  not  signing 
it  s  this  MUck  has  lieen  repelled  in  a  most 
aaftisfacto/y  manner ;  but  we  conceive  that 
the  whole  of  the  subject  merits  the  most 
Mfiout  attention,  and  m  our  opinion,  mani- 
fests distinaly  the  intention  and  ditpo-  < 
#itioo  of  Sir  George  Barlow  The  address 
«ras  sent  to  Mr  Petrie,  simply  for  his  sig- 
nature; he  wrote  immediately  tothegover- 
oor  in  a  libera',  confidential  manner, stating 
his  doubts  about  the  propriety  and  probable 
■access  of  the  measure  ;  but  without  a  syl- 
lable that  could  be^mstrued  into  a  refusal.* 
The  answer,  fiom  Sir  George  is  moat  ex- 
traordii#'y ;  it  is  flippant,  an<i  far  from 
the  digniiied  laog^ge  of  the  head  of  a 

Eat  country,  to  the  second  persco,  and 
immediate  successor  in  the  gover-iment, 
Oft  asulijtct,  and  at  a  moment  when  every 
true  friend  to  the  British  empire  in  India, 
must  have  trembled  for  iu  safety.  It  pro- 
dnced,  however,  the  effect  which  was 
probably  intended,  for  it  nut  an  end  lo 
OBir  further  communication  between  thein. 
Mr  Fetrie  observes,  that  as  a  consuU 
ittion  was^held  with  the  governor  by  those 
who  brought  Corwavd  the  a4dreM,  he  ought 
to  have  assisted,  or  have  been  informed, 
as  the  second  meiober  oC  government ;  the 
«Bore  so,  aa  his  ehief  objection  was  a  doubt 
fvbethorthe  respectable  p%n  of  the  service 
would  concur :  for  he  waa  ignorant  of  this 
whea  the  addstsa  was .  presetited  to  bias. 
There  a>e  names  of  that  description  to  die 
odUress,  but  there  are  many  very  rospecta- 
<  ble  persona  who  leftised  to  sign ;  and 
•fler  all  the-  clamour  Sir  George  endea- 
irovrs  to  raiat  on  the  subject,  Mr.  Petrie, 
immediately  after  receiving  the  letter,  offer- 
od  to  sign,  if  his. signature  wes  considered 
to  be  useful  or  of  service;  but  of  which 
so  notice  is  taken.  What  can  be  said  for  a 
governor,  who,  in  a  moment  the  mou  cri- 
tical  and  dangerous  the  ooirpany  ever  ex- 
periented  in  Indin,  tosttad  of  performing 
what  was  his  pi^aflMmnt  dutv^  to  endeavour 
to  unite  with  him  oil  the  talents  and  in^u- 
cnce  to  preaerye  the  empire  £r»m  destnic 
tioAy  cadeavoiui  to  irnute  and  to  drive 


the  person  next  in  comedtiteeea  and  with 
more  person^  influence  than  himself,  into 
open  an  J  hostile  o.^pusition  ? 

Ft  u  long  since  the  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived of  the  mutiny  beiog  suppressed, 
and  thiit  the  court  have  been  kept  in  ei- 
peccation  of  some  arrangement  for  a  new 
commission  bein?"^ruposcd  to  fid  'op  the 
government  ot  Madras  The  chairs  were 
aware  however,  that  not  a  syMable  oould 
be  traced  on  the  records  to  justify  their 
favouiite  object  by  the  removaf  of  Mr. 
Pe  rie ;  but  after  waiting  above  three 
months  they  laid  before  the  ctmrt  the  mi- 
nutes of  Sir  George  and  Mr.  Petrie.  ac- 
companied by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dundas,' 
who  transmittal  the  same.  The  court  en- 
quired if  those  minutes  appeared  otC  the 
company's  records,  hut  they  are  not  to  be 
found,  nor  amongftt  the  communications 
to  the  secret  committee  ;  the  company's 
charter  expresslv  limiting  the  communica- 
tion berweei  India  and  Europe  to  those 
channels,  with  a  view  to  prohibit  any  sods 
being  made  to  his  Majesty**  min  sters,  or 
to  the  board  of  controul.  Mr.  Grant,  who 
pe«£fctly  understadds  the  company's  rights 
and  privi  eges,  did  net  hesitate  to  receive 
and  to  communicate  tHose  papers,  tt  ^rve 
as  a  pretence  for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Petrie ; 
and  when  the  objection  was  made  of  the 
dangerous  prece<^enc  he  est^iblished,  of  act* 
ing  upon  papers  communicated  directly 
from  India  to  the  president  of  the  board  of 
controul,  a  circumstance  which  never  hap- 
[>ened  during  the  long  and  able  a  Jministra- 
tion  of  lord  MelviUe,  he  answered,  that 
the  papers  were  not  received  from  India  by 
Mr.  Dundas,  bat  communicated  to  him 
by  a  person  on  whom  he  could  rely; 
and  which,  in-  our  opinion,  rendered  that 
which  was  bad  before  infinitely  worse. 

We  thus  perceive  the  chairman  of  the 
companv,  the  president  of  the  board  of 
controul,  and  the  private  instruments  of  Sir 
George  Barlow,  all  active^  by  public  and 
ppvate  mean«,  to  remove  an  absent,  inno- 
cent, meritorious  individual,  who  cannot 
plead  jiifc  own  cause.  It  is  eoually  extraor- 
dinary that  this  measure  should  be  founded 
on  the  minute  of  Sir  George,  when  it  haa 
been  so  fully  and  complet  ly  refuted  by  Mr. 
Petrie ;  for  if  due  consideration  is  given 
to  dates,  it  will  amount  to  strong  prc- 
Kumptive  proof  that  the  reply  was  sa- 
tisfactory, for.  it  certainly  was '  not  an- 
swered- 

Sir  G.  Barlow's  minute  is  dated  the  21st 
August ;  it  was  not  seen  by  Mr.  Petrie, 
till  the  29th  ditto: 

Mr.  Petrie*8  answcf*  is  dated  the  8th  Sep- 
tember: 

Bar  Q.  Barlow,  and  every  member  of  Eis 
council,  signed  a  leuer  to  the  court, 
dat^  10th  ^tember : 

And  lord  Minto's  letter  ia  dated  12th 
Oc  ober.  ,,,  , 

The  imcrral  between  the  first  aad  the 
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last  b  very  eontidmble,  and  yet  hb  lord« 
diip  dittinctty  ttatet,  ifter  he  had  had  suf* 
iicient  time  to  enquire,  to  examine  and  to 
reflect,  **  It  is  not  my  intention  to  reflect 
oa*  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Petrie  ;*'  aud  he 
paMes  orer,  in  a  digpified  silence,  those 
irrelevant  charges  which  Sir  George  brtnp 
foHirard  to  impeach  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Petrie ;  but  which  have  been  so  ably  an- 
swered and  refuted  by  him. 

His  Majesty*tships,  several  country  ships, 
and  a  fleet  of  the  company's  own  ships, 
have  been  dispatched,  and  are  arrivrd 
since  the  *date  of  those  minutes;  ami  nei- 
ther the  miniites,  nor  any  trace  of  them, 
appear  on  the  company's  records ;  nor  is 
any  notice  taken  of  there  having  been  a . 
diflereoce  of  opinion  amongst  the  members 
of  the  board.  Mr.  Dundas  acknowledges 
that  it  was  in  tbe  contemplation  of  the 
diairs  to  remove  Mr.  Petrie  so  early  as 
January  last  *,  no  reason  has  been  ^iven 
for  the  fielay,  but  it  may  be  imputed  to  the 
expectation  that  lord  Minto's  promised 
communication  would  have  furnished  mate- 
rials for  the  purpose  ;  instead  of  which, 
after  an  interval  of  fifty-two  days,  with 
every  means  of  enquiry  on  the  spot,  his 
lordship  states  distinctly,  that *"  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  reflect  on  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Petrie.'*  Under  such  circumstances,  every 
candid  mind  will  admit  that  those  minutes 
so  authenticated,  and  transmitted  to  a  pri. 
vate  agent,  were  not  meant  for  any  lauda- 
ble purpose.  It  is  even  fair  for  us  to  sup- 
pose, tnat  Sir  George  Barlow  conceived 
ne  had  interest  at  umie  to  effect  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Petrie ;  but  if  he  ahonld  be 
mistaken,  then  these  minutes,  so  autben- 
,  ticated,  were  to  be  produced,  and  at  a  time 
when  Mr.  Petrie  could  not  know  of  the 
atuckthat  was  to  be  made  against  his  cha- 
racter and  fortune:  it  would  have  been  too 
barefaced  to  have  withheld  Mr.  Petrie's  re- 
ply, and  happily  for  him,  no  man  can  read 
Lis  able  defence  against  the  acrimonious 
attack  of  Sir  George  Barlow,  without  be- 
ing convinced  of  the  futility  and  weakness 
of  the  charges.  We  shall  therefore  con. 
elude,  and  as  two  of  your  senior  directors, 
we  again  assert,  that  we  never  knew  an  in- 
s^urce  wherein  so  much  partiality  and  in- 
injustice  has  been  manifested  as  on  the 
present  occasion. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen, 

yb<|r  mdst  obedient, humble  servants, 

(Signed)  FRAN.BAaiNa. 

HCGU  Inolis. 
'&LStWia  House, 
'24lh  April,  1810. 

Dissent  of  the  honourable  William  Fullarton 

dphinstone. 

"Honourable  Sirs,    ' 

lie  lu|s  been  ray  misfortune  to  entertain 

opiiiionk  verydifierent  f^om  the  majority 

of  the  court  of  directon  on  most  of  tbe 

ycgtioot  brought  under  their  eobivierib- 


tioQ,  respecting  tbe  unhappy  events  that 
have  taken  place  at  (he  settlement  of  Ma-  . 
dras  ;  but  on  none  have  I  so  decidedly  dif- 
fered from  them,  m  upon  the  resolution  of 
the  KXh  April,  dismissing  Mr.  Petrie  from 
a  seat  in  council .  It  is  much  to  be  lamented 
that  the  minutes  and  consulta  ions  of  the. 
government  of  Mairas  have  been  withheld 
from  the  knowledj^  of  the  court ;  a  cir- 
cumstance that  has  seldom  or  ever  occurred 
before,  and  is  deserving  of  the  severest 
censure  :  it  is  true,  there  has  been  several 
dispatches  from  Madras,  but  they  cou<f 
tain  ouly  the  governors  letten^to  the  court, 
or  to  the  chairmaM,  although  we  have  rea- 
son to  believe  much  information,  has  been 
privately  comnramc  tte^l  through  Sir  George 
Bartow's  agent.  I  presume  Sir  George 
thought,  and  wisely  thought,  that  was  a  . 
safer  method  for  him  to  pursue,  than  to 
trust  the  court  with  the  minutes  and  con- 
svttations  of  council,  which  is  the  only 
true  and  constitutional  information  that 
ought  to  come  to  the  government  at  home, 
and  on  which  they  ou^t  to  form  their  de- 
cisions :  all  other  being  only  expane  evi- 
den<«,  which  never  should  be  implicitly 
believed  or  acted  on.  What  confirms  thu 
belief  was,  the  production  of  two  minatet 
by  the  chaimun,  on  which  he  grounded  hit 
moti<m  for  the  dismissal  of  Mr«  Petrie, 
and  by  several  other  circumstances  men- 
tioned by  him  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion. 

There  could  be  no  dbubtl  of  the  authen- 
ticity of  these  minutes,  as  they  were  coun- 
tersigned by  the  secretary  of'^the  Madras 
government ;  the  only  cause  for  specutation 
was,  why  they  should  have  been  sent  hoane 
privately,  ana  not  to  the  court  of  directors; 
a  measure  contrary  to  the  repeated  and  most 
positive  orders  or  the  company.  If  done 
oy  the  secretary  without  orders,  he  is  un- 
worthy of  his  situation,  and'OUght  tobere- 
movctl  from  it.  if  by  orders  of  tbe  Madras 
^emment,  the  court  will  judge  what  no- 
tice they  ought  to  take  of  it.  The  first  mi- 
note  was  a  very  violent  and  intemperate  at- 
tack on  Mr.  Petrie  by  sir  George  Barlow, 
in  which  he  deals  about  abusive  language 
without  measure,  and  attacks  respectable 
characters  without  either  proof  or  proba- 
bility to  support  his  assertions.  The  other 
was  Mr/  P»tris*s  answer,  which,  in  mode- 
rate  and  dignified  langua^,  answers  and  re- 
ftrtes  sir  George's  allegations;  yet,  wonder- 
ful to  say.  these  minutes  were  the  ground 
work  on  which  the  chairman  r^ted  his  mo- 
'  tion :  and  what  was  still  more  surprixing, 
that  motion  was  carried  by  a  isnall  maje- 
rit^r  on  the  lOth,  ahhongh  it  had  been  ne- 
gatived a  few  days  before.  The  reason*  as- 
'  signed  for  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Petrie,  wore, 
^a^sir  George  and  him  could  notaervein 
-  thf  same  cooiitil,  after  having  diflaced  so 
'  materially  on  the  measures  moAt  proper  to 
have  beett  purstad  during  the  late  alarming 
aQ«   vMnnwm^  ^cuntisoib  at  4|iadris. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


334 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  KEGISTER,  1810-11. 


That  they  miffht  have  difihvd  ia  their  opi- 
moot,  yet  no  blaat  attach  to  tttber,  I  thtak 
cannot  bt  do«bt«4.  Sir  Ooorge  hat  punn- 
cd  hit  own  plan,  and  has  taccccdcd ;  Imt  it 
doct  not  follow  that  Mr.  Petrie*t  might  not 
have  been  the  better  and  tafer,  had  it  been 
followed.  Reduetny  the  offlcert  to  obo- 
dienoe  and  tobnitttion  wat  not  the  only 
object  to  be  attended  to—  a  wite  coreni- 
■MDt  would  hare  looked  nmch  fnrther,  for 
I  am  alraidt  in  redndng  the  offioert  to  pot 
oo  the  temblance  of  tubminion,  be  hat  m- 
ined  and  ditorsanised  uBom  an  army  at 
ever  ezittcd,  beiidet  ritkinf  many  other 
mitfortunet,  which  may  yet  overtake  ut  when 
we  are  leait  preparedto  retttt  them  :  thete 
mitforttinet  mignt  have  been  avoided  had 
Mr.  Petrie*t  pt«i  been  followed,  and  the 
tttfanittioB  Of  the  oiicert  equally  ennwed. 
He  withed  to  efiect  by  reaton  and  concili- 
ation, 'What  tir  Oeorge  hat  effinted  by  co* 
erdon  t  but  in  doing  to,  he  hat  thews  the 
Native  troopt  our  weiknew,  and  their  own 
atreogth — he  hat  alienated  their  affectioB 


and  hat  awakened  a  tpirit  of  ambition  i 
retittance  aroooftt  the  Native  oficerti  by 
cmplojing  them  to  gain  over  the  8epoyt| 
and  puctng  the  Bnropean  offioen  in  a  dit- 
mced  and  degraded  dtuation  before  them  { 
be  hat  drawn  atide  the  veil*  and  ditdoted 
to  every  Indian  power  our  weaknett.  The 
Enropean  oficertwere  the  link  which  at- 
tached the  Native  anny  to  the  Britithgo- 
irtmment :  he  hat  thews  them  how  eatily 
it  maybe  brokai»  and  the  tore  meant  of 
doing  it.  At  the  tame  time  I  will  not  im- 
pnte  blame  to  Sir  George  Barlow  for  acting 
to  the  bett  of  hit  iodgatent  and  ability  in  the 
maimer  he  did }  boc  I  confeu,  had  I  been 
placed  in  the  tituttioo  of  thete  gendemen*  I 
ahottld  have  preferred  Mr.  Petrie't  at  the 
witett  and  the  tafett  pbn  ;  it  thewed  he  uo- 
derttood  well  the  dtuation  and  connection  of 
our  govemineot  with  India,  and  that  he  waa 
not  to  be  mitled  by  momentary  gutu  of  pat- 
aion  or  prejudice  from  the  real  iotecettt  ol  hif 
coontiy.  I  have  no  hetitation  in  declaring 
my  opinion,  that  the  court,  bv  thdr  yote»  re- 
moved  from  coimcil  the  only  man  in  it  who 
bad  any  real  laleaia  or  knowledge  of  govern- 
melx.  I  mutt  likewiie  contend,  that  dmering 
in  opinion  on  •  Rreat  tubjea  where  the  %nteit 
mignt  have  diftred,  it  no  caute  why  thttc 
gentlemen  thould  not  act  tp^her ;  unlett 
you  totp^t  an  obttioacv  or  viodictivenesa  lo 
cxitt  in  either  of  their  Dreaitt»  which,  I  am 
iorey  Mr.  Petrie't  conduct  through  life  hat 
abewn  no  trace  of.  By  dttmitting  Mr*  Pe* 
trie,  you  change  the  whole  tyttem  of  Indian 
gofcmment  from  a  governor  and  council  lo 
a  governor  only ;  for  no  gentleman  in  ooim* 
dl  will  differ  in  Oj^nioa  from  the  governor^ 
Mid  noord  hit  diierenoe  of  opinion^  if  the 
ktaof  hittituationbtobetbecooiequcBoe: 
thia  wat  ao  fiilly  and  tirongly  ttaied  by  one 
6i  the  moat  able  and  letpectable  membeiaof 
iht  C0urt»  thM  tbe  chakmco  imiiM^infly 


changed  their  ground,  declaring  it  waa  Mt 
for  difletfi^  in  opimcii»  and  dittentioK  nom 
Sir  George  Barlow,  but  for  not  tigmnf^  an 
addrett  to  Sir  George.  A  carefol  eaamm^ 
tion  into  this  addrus,  iti  rise  and  progret^ 
will  thew  what  a  miterahle  prrtence  thit  mm 
for  tbeditmitialof  an  old,  feithfoU  aodho- 
nonrtble  trrvaot ;  and  will  likewite  prove, 
that  the  tame  piejudicet  and  partiaUtiet  that 
made  Sir  George  Barlow  governor  of  Ma- 
drat  (which  neither  hit  taleou  or  tervicea  gave 
him  a  title  to)  ttill  contim^  in  foil  force. 
The  addrett  wat  prepared  under  Sir  George 
Barlow't  own  iotpeciioo»  at  eppean  bv  his 
minute ;  and  the  principal  and  indeed  oo^ 
object  of  it  Wit  to  dnw  forth  approbation  of 
hit  meaturet,  which  feon|  their  violence  were 
generally,  indeed  I  may  tay»  univenally  dia- 
appn>ved  of,  wiibthe  eaceptioo  of  a  very  few 
immediately  about  himself.  It  wat  carried 
about  for  tignature  from  houte  to  hooje  bf 
colonel  Leith,  a  man  almott  at  much  detett- 
ed  by  the  whole  aettlement  at  Sir  George 
wat:  he  flattered  and  threatened  as  he  judged 
moit  Hkdy  to  prevail—to  tome  he  held  fixA 
promiaet  of  the  f|ovenx>r*s  fevour  ;  oilirn  be 
threatened  with  bit  highett  ditplcature.  Yet 
after  all  ibete  unbecoming  cndeavaun,  he 
could  ooly  obtain  about  fifty-five  names  to  the 
addretty  tlie  greatest  part  of  whom  were  olB- 
oer^  king's  and  company's,  who  held  tttffaad 
other  appointmenttt  ana  the  dviliant  holding 
offioet  immediately  under  the  governor  ;  bat 
very  few  indeed  of  the  retpectwle  inhabitants 
wouM  countenance  it. 

The  addrett  wat  tent  Mr.  Petrie,  who 
being  ignorant  of  Sir  George  flow's  haying 
any  knowledge  of  it,  immediately  tent  it  lo 
him,  with  a  very  civil  lettcr»  advising  him  to 
aopprett  it,  as  from  time  and  ciromistaocea  it 
would  have  no  good  effect,  but  might  have 
bad  i— ihat  as  the  officers  had  shewn  tmeqnl- 
vocal  tigns  of  their  return  to  a  tense  of  their 
dttty,  and  a  desire  to  submit  their  claims  to 
the  governor-general,  who  might  be  toon  ex- 
pected, it  was  better  to  leave  them  to  reflect 
on  their  misconduct,  than  to  agitate  them  with 
any  new  qnettiona  ,— that  the  opiniont  of 
the  inhabitants  could  have  no  effect  on  the 
officers,  but  only  afford  them  a  new  ant^iect 
for  them  to  cutcuas  at  the  pretidcncvy 
which  would  be.  comnmnicated  to  tiie  om- 
cert.  The  governor  returned  a  very  laco- 
nic answer  with  the  address ;  upon  which 
Mr.  Petrie  wrote  to  the  gentlematt  who 
first  aent  bim  the  addrett :  that  althoach  he 
did  not  think  it  could  do  any  jjfood,  wibtey 
thonffht  it  would,  he  would  sign  it ;  but  as 
it  had  now  totally  failed,  he  got  no  asawer  ; 
and  the  address  vrat  no  more  tiiought  of  hf 
Mr.  Petrie,  imtil  the  govemor'a  minute 
brought  it  again  to  light  at  a  terioua  chaife 
against  him.  It  may  be  fairly  atked,  why 
wat  thit  addrett,  if  esteemed  of  anch  ooose- 
qnence,  concealed  from  Mr.  Petrie  mitfl  it 
wat  carrying  about  for  tignatoret  ?  If  any 
good  conaeouence  could  Imve  been  expected 
mm  SB  aadreai  firon  the  iafaabitsn^  a 
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teeetiBg  of  them  ought  to  have  been  called, 
and  the  address  voted  publicly,  which  might 
have  given  it  weight;  bat  the  smoggled,  se- 
cret manner  in  which  it  was  attempted, 
could  onl^  produce  contempt  and  disgrace. 
Mr.  Petne  is  likewise  charged  as  a  high 
crime  with  not  having  supported  sir  George 
in  the  measures  he  pursued  against  the  civil 
servants  and  merchants,  in  the  case  of  the 
nabob's  bonds.  That  those  measures  were 
arbitrary,  oppressive,  and  contrary  to  the 
interests  of  the  company,  there  can  be  no 
doubt;  therefore  Mr.  Pctrie  did  but  his 
duty  in  opposing  them.  After  having  given 
those  minutes,  and  every  document  and  ar- 
gmnent  brought  forward  in  support  of  the 
motion^  the  most  attentive  and  careful  con- 
sideration I  am  capable  of,  I  do  protest 
against  the  dismissing  Mr.  Petrie  rrom  a 
seat  in  council,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

First — Because  the  court  will  virtually 
alter  the  system  of  Indian  government,  as 
established  by  law,  from  a  governor  and 
council,  to  a  governor  only ;  because  it  is 
impossible  to  expect  that  any  gentleman  in 
council  will,  from  this  time  forward,  ven- 
tare  to  record  a  difference  of  opmion  from 
the  governors,  when  a  dismissal  from  his 
ritnatbn  will  oe  the  consequence. 

Secondly— Because  tlie  court  dismissed 
and  disgraced  an  old  and  faithful  servant 
of  the  company,  upon  charges  brought 
against  him  by  the  p^ovemor,  whilst  Sbe 
means  of  his  justification  were  denied  him, 
by  the  munutes  and  consultations  of  the  go- 
▼emment  being  intentionally  withheld  firom 
the  knowledge  of  the  court. 

Thirdly^-Because,  from  a  careful  consi- 
deration of  all  the  papers  and  documents 
that  have  been  sent  home  by  sir  George 
Barlow,  or  by  his  direction,  which  have 
been  Uid  before  the  court,  I  must  impute 
to  the  violent  and  arbitrary  measures  of  the 
covemment  all  the  dissatisfaction  and  un- 
fortunate events  that  have  taken  place  at 
Madras. 

Fourthly— Because  I  am  convinced,  that  if 
the  wise  and  conciliatory  measures  which 
Mr.  Petrie  proposed  had  been  adopted, 
there  would  have  been  no  mutiny  of  the  offi- 
cers; and  that  even  after  the  government 
^rder  of  the  first  of  May,  when  they  began 
to  hold  their  seditious  meetings  and  consul- 
tadons,  had  his  advice  been  attended  to,  the 
c>fficers  would  not  have  proceeded  to  the  un- 
justifiable l^gths  thev  aid. 

Hfthly — Because  Mr.  Petrie  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  only  member  of  the  late  coun- 
cil at  Madras  who  had  any  knowledge  of  or 
talent  for  government ;  and  it  is  very  much 
to  be  apprehended,  that  whilst  the  present 
goyemment. exists,  the  interests  of  the  com- 
pany will  be  exposed  to  great  risks,  and  thst 
peace  and  security  will  not  be  restored  to 
that  distracted  settlement. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.  F.  Elphinstoni, 

Upper  Harl^7-street|  April  24cb,  lil(\ 


Dissent  df  John  Hudleston,  Esq. 
To  the  honourable  the  court  of  directors  of 
the  East  India  company. 
Gentlemen, 

I  dissent'  from  the  resolution  of  the  court 
of  the  10th  instant,  for  the  arrangement  of 
the  Madras  commission  of  government,  by 
which  Mr.  Petne  was  removed  from  his 
station  of  member  of  that  government ; 

Because,  on  hearing  the  rumours  which 
were  some  time  since  generally  afloat  that 
such  a  measure  was  in  contemplation,  I  an- 
xiously looked  for  the  arrival  of  the  consul- 
tations or  recorded  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Madras^vernment,  that  I  miriit 
know  of  what  Mr  JPetrie  was  accused,  by 
what  conduct  he  had  merited  degradation, 
'  what  grounds  could  be  advanced  to  afibrd  a 
colour  for  so  harsh  a  procedure,  or  that  could 
justify  the  treating  him  with  such  indig- 
nity ;  determining  however,  that  if  on  the 
arrival  of  the  consultations,  it  should  appear 
that  Mr.  Petrie  had  in  any  way  obstructed 
any  of  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Madras 
government  in  the  suppression  of  the  late 
unhappy  revolt,  or  had  abetted  the  officers 
in  any  of  their  unfounded  pretensions,  and 
especially  in  their  attempt  to  intimidate  the 
government  by  dictating  conditions  or  con- 
cessions, as  the  price  of  Uieir  continned  obe* 
dience,  I  would  in  either  of  those  cases  think 
Mr.  Petrie  unworthy  of  continuine  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  and  most  readily  concur 
in  his  removal. 

Because,  under  this  impression  I  lamented« 
as  well  as  disapprored,  the  withholding  the 
consultations  by  the  Madras  government^ 
notwithstanding  that  several  opportunities 
had  offered  for  transmitting  them;  aware 
th^t  in  the  mean  time  private  representations 
n^ight  be  made  to  high  authorities  io  thu 
country  in  the  absence  of  those  records* 
from  which  alone  a  just  and  impartial  judg- 
ment could  be  formed. 

Because  at  length,  to  my  infinite  snrpriae, 
by  an  inversion  of  the  legidly  established 
and  constitutional  order  ef  tninp,  the  eowt 
of  directors  received  from  the  right  honour- 
able the  president  of  the  board  of  conunis* 
sioners  for  the  afiairs  of  India,  through  the 
hands  of  the  late  chairman,  two  most  impor- 
tant documents,  forming  part  of  the  consul- 
tations or  records  of  the  company's  govern- 
ment of  Madras,  duly  authenticated  by  the 
acting  secretary  to  that  government,  con- 
sisting of  two  minutes,  the  one  by  sir  Oeoree 
Barlow,  containing  various  severe  and  am- 
monious  animadversions  on  the  conduct  off 
Mr.  Petrie;  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Petrie, 
contaitiing  his  answer  and  defence. 

Because  I  find  on  perosing  thesaiddocn- 
rocnt,  that  Mr.'  Petrie  is  not  charged,  even 
by  sir  George  Barlow  himself,  with  any  act 
or  conduct  of  the  nature  above  descfibed, 
Ibut  that  his  offence  has,  according  to  sir 
'George  Barlow*ii  own  statement,  nrincK 
pally  consisted  m  his  objeetngy  aiidn  •be- 
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dieocc  to  tfa«  express  orders  o£tUe  court  of 
dijeetorsy  recording  his  objections  to  some 
•f  those  violent  lUL'asures  of  the  Madras 
goYemmcDt,  of  wbicli  I  disapprove  eqaally 
inth  Mr.  Petrie ;  and  in  his  recommeikdinf 
moderate  and  healinc  meosnres,  before  mat- 
ters ha4  n^one  too  far  for  aoy  remedy  but 
▼iolcoce  and  coercion ;  also  in  his  objecting 
to»  or,  to  use '  sir  George  Barlow's  own 
words,  "  withholding  the  support  of  his 
opniion'*  from  what  he  (sir  George  Barlow) 
Irnns  ^  the  constitutional  interposition,'^ 
Wt  what  I  cannot  but  con.^id^'.r  to  have  bet'O 
an  improi^r  and  unprccL-drntcd  intertV- 
rcBce  in  the  procreUins:s  of  his  mq|cst\*s 
coart  of  Gyer  and  Ttrmincr. 

Because  the  specitir  ucts  to  wliicii  Mr. 
Prtrie  appears  tuha'>c  recorded  his  dissent, 
were  the  removal  of  Mr.  Roebuck  from  his 
offices  at  the  presidency,  (which  he  had 
llUed  with  credit  durini;  a  long  counte  of 
years)  and  the  sending  him  to  Vizasrupatani, 
•  distance  of  jOO  miles  (where  he  M)on  »unk 
andt  r  his  misfortunes)  without  any  investi- 
gation, or  the  couunnnication  of  any  charge 
or  accusation  against  him ;  aiid^the  suspeii- 
aion  from  the  service  of  major  Boles,  also 
without  a  trial  or  a  hearing,  and  for  an  act^ 
for  which,  as  1  think  is  shewn  in  another 
lately  recorded  disseot,  he  (major  Boles)  was 
■ot  responsible. 

Because,  admitting  even  that  Mr.  Petrie 
was  wrong  or  injudicious  in  disapproving  of 
those  acts,  or  of  the  (rovemment's  iuterfe- 
rinit  and  making  itself  a  party  in  the  oro- 
cecdings  of  tlie  criminal  court,  still,  ir  hU 
disapprobation  was  sincere  and  nninflueoe- 
cd  by  corrupt  or  fuctio4is motives  in  record- 
iag  it,  he  did  only  hi^  duty,  as  pointed  ont 
to  him  by  the  court ;  but  so  far  from  being 
wrong  in  his  disapprobation  of  these  acts^ 
Mr.  Petrie,  in  objiocting  to  them,  objectetl 
t*  what  luis  been  recently  shewn  to  have 
been  a  violation  of  the  positive  orders  of  . 
tiie  court ;  and  if  there  had  been  no  such 
•rders,  I  should  have  been  ready  to  ask,  if 
im  this  country  it  could  be  necessary  to  jus* 
tity  ^  spoloffise  for  the  having  objected  to 
the  condavming  and  punishing  men  un- 
licard? 

BcMuse^  in  respijct  to  the  otiier  proce- 
dnre  of  the  Madvas  government  above  al* 
Isded  to,  their  having  ordeied  tJie  compaf 
Wj^bIamt  officers  to  defend,tlve  persans  charg- 
ed .with  forging  the  nabob's  bonds,  and  who 
were  siibsei|ucntly  rpnvicted  of  that  forgery 
•by .  a  British  jury,  and  a  person  charged 
'witb  petjury  ia  <(he  evidence  which  he  gave 
,i»  their  favaur  on  Ihat'trial,  and  wlip  was 
also  convicted  by  a^othi^r  British  jury  sc- 
leeted  from  among  the  most  respectable 
ehanwters  in  the  sett|efnent ;  if  any  memr 
ber/of  the  court  can  cMKor  with  sir  George 
Barlow  in  4)ulLing  it  %,^*  constitutional  in- 
teiposilion,"  I  would  recpirst  of  him  to 
point  Oyt  tlie  part  of  our  constitutional  syt- 
tcte.wliich  recognites  it,  or,  even  by  impU- 
eation,  sanctions  or  permits  it. 


Becanse  Mr.  'Petrie's  conduct  in  these 
instances,  instead  of  meriting  degradatiott 
and  disgrace,  entitled  him  in  my  opinios  to 
praise  and  approbatien,  and  I  look  forward 
with  deep  regret  to  the  consequenees  that 
must  result  to  the  pnbKc  mterests,  as  well 
as  to  himself,  from  the  refinttal  be  is  about 
to  experience ;  for  I  would  submit  it  tcrthe 
court,  whether  we  can  expect  that  in  fti* 
turc,  members  of  our  governments  abroad 
will  ever  hazard  the  recording  their  disap- 
probation of,  or  dissent  from  the  Bseasuret 
of  any  governor,  however  fatal  or  destroc- 
tive  the  tendency  of  such  measures.  We 
tell  them  it  is.  tlirir  bonnden  duty,  when 
tlicy  differ  from  the  majority,  to  record  their 
opinions,  with  the  reasons  on  which  fhey 
are  grounded.  AVe  enjoin  them  to  do  so, 
nay  we  have  recently  censured  Mr.  Petrie 
in  particular,  for  not  having  done  it  on  some 
important  occaHinns  ;  and  we  now  degrade 
liim  for  having  done'  that  which  we  before 
censured  bi!n  for  having  neglected  to  do* 

Because  it  was  with  astonishment,  that 
in  the  discussion  of  the  subject  I  heard  it 
said,  that  it  M>*as  not  for  differing  in  opi- 
nion with  sir  George  Barlow,  or  for  record- 
ing his  dissents,  that  the  measure  of  re- 
moving Mr.  Petrie  wa<  proposed,  it  conid 
not  but  be  known  in  the  settlement,  the 
records  woidd  announce  it  to  the  senraots 
of  the  company,  that  Mr.  Petrie  had  so  djf- 
fcred,  and  recorded  his  dissents ;  nay,  air 
George  Barlow  himself  advances  it  as  a 
charge  against  Mr.  Petrie,  that  he  "  with- 
held the  support  of  his  opinion.*  His  mi- 
nuite  so  charging  him,  autnenticated  by  the 
secretary,  finds  its  way  to  England,  with 
Mr.  Petrie's  answer,  in  which,  with  a  tem- 
perance of  language  that  distinguishes  erery 
fine  in  it,  and  forms  a  striking  contrast  with 
the  acrimonious  style  of  his  opponent,  he 
pleads  tlms  in  his  defence :  *'  When  I  find 
tliat  I  could  not  conscientiously  concur  is 
the  sentence  of  the  president  in  council,  it 
was  my  duty,  as  it  has  been  repeatedly  ex- 
plained and  enforced  by  the  honourable 
court  of  directars,  to  record  mj  dissent,* 
In  another  part  of  his  answer,  indeed,  he 
pleads  with  less  humility  ftn  allusion  to  the 
recent  suspensions  and  removals  of  officers 
without  a  trial  or  a  hearinj^  tthat  he  had 
been  taught  *'  to  consider  every  man  as  in- 
nocent^ until  he  is  proved  to^  be  guilty.* 
"^ .         . .  ^  -  pj^^ 
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proved  and  recorded  liis  disapprobation  of 
•ome  of  hU  measures  ? 

Because,  if  Mr.  Petrie  has  committed 
any  other  offences  that  call  for  so  severe 
u  punishment,  they  onght  in  my  opinion, 
to  have  been  di«>dnctty  spcrided:  we 
are  ai^are  indeed,  thkt  it  was  stated 
in  the  debate  on  the  subject,  tliat  "  Mr. 
Vetrie  would  have  given  up  every  tiling  ;" 
but  on  what  act  or  proceeding  on  his 
part  such  u  statement  relied,  we  arc  en* 
tifely  ignorant ;  and  Mr.  Peirie,  as  if  he 
bad  anticipated  such  a  representation  of 
Ms  conduct,  bas  virtually,  and  1  think 
satisfactorily  answered  it  in  his  minute : 
it  was  urged  also,  that  the  not  removing 
Mr.  Petrie  would  imply  "  a  bending  to  the 
army."  After  all  the  declarations  so 
fitflof  approbation  of  ibc  conduct  of  the 
giovemment,  and  of  reprobation  of  that 
of  the  officers,  which  had  been  dispatched 
to  India,  and  doubtless,  publihlied  in 
general  orders,  and  with  sir  George  Bar- 
low continued  in  the  office  of  governor, 
1^  Mr.  Oabes  inckided  in  tlic  commis- 
sion,  I  am  unable  to  conceive  how  the  not 
rrmouing  of  Mr.  Petrie  could  imply  a 
bending,  or  any  concession  whatever  to  the 
army;  although  if  it  is  known  that  he 
was  the  only  member  of  the  council  who 
ol^ct^d  to  any  of  the  violent  measures 
tJiat  were  pursued,  it  is  easy  to  imagine 
thai  liis  exclusion  must  produce  an  oppo- 
site effect. 

Because  it  was  also  endeavoured  to  be 
impressed  (and  ultimately  I  must  think 
bat  with  too  much  success)  that  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Petrie  from  tlie  council  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  of  sir  George 
Barlow's  conduct,  which  were  still  open 
to  Atnqniry,  but  if  it  were  possible  to  ad- 
mit that  position,  it  would  follow ;  tliat 
the  court  may  hereafter  condemn  those 
▼ery  measures,  and  recal  sir  George 
Barlow  for  that  very  conduct  wliicli  they 
have  condemned,  and  degraded  Mr.  Pe- 
trie for  having  opposed;  and  may  feel, 
that  the  least  reparation  that  conld  be 
made  to  Mr.  Petrie,  would  be  tlie  restor- 
ing |iim  to  his  seat  in  the  council,  but  a 
reparation  from  which  he  would  in  all 
probability  be  precluded,  by  having  em- 
barked for  Enghmd,  which,  if  he  pos- 
sesses sufficient  to  place  him  above  actual 
indigence,  there  can  be  no  doubt  he  will 
4lo  as  soon  as  potsible,  uf  tcr  receiving  the 
intelligaice  of  his  rtuioval.  It  seems 
to  me  then  perfectly  obvious,  that  the 
enquiry  into  sir  George  Barlow's  conduct 
(supposing  it  still  open  to  one)  should  have 
inreceded  any  decision  on  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Petrie. 

Because,  if  Mr.  Petrie's  removal  from 
bis  seat  in  the  council  is  not  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  objected  to,  and  re- 
corded dissents  from  some  of  the  measures 
of  sir  George  Barlow^  it  most  .^llow, 
that  his  only  ofi^nce  consisted  in  his  with- 


holding his  signature  fVora  an  addr^s  to 
sir  Gforge  Barlow  in  council,  to  which 
it  had  been  proposed  to  him  to  affix  it.  As 
it  was  known  that  the  address  in  question 
was  not  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  com- 
munity, or  resolved  on  at  any  general 
meeting  convened  for  the  purpose,  Kcaui 
hardly  be  considered  as  matter  of  blame 
on  Mr.  Petci^  if  he  was  ignorant  that 
sir  George  Bariow  attached  to  it  any 
value;  if  however,  Mr.  Petrie,  apprized 
that  his  signature  wa^  solicited  with  the 
concurrence  or  knowledge  of  sir  George 
Barlow,  had  refused  to  affix  it,  I  might 
have  thought  such  refusal  iujudidous,  but 
should  still  have  contended  that  it  was  en- 
tirely optional  on  his  part  to  affix,  or  to 
witliiiold  it,  without  the  infringement  pf 
any  duty  or  principle ;  and  with  reference 
to  his  rank  and  station,  he  might  uatu- 
turally'have  felt  some  jealousy  in  coum"- 
quence  of  not  having  been  previously  con- 
sulted :  b*Tt  tlie  fact  proves  to  have  be^^i, 
that  Mr.  Petrie,  atlci*  statin;:  in  a  private 
noie  to  sir  George  Barluw  his  impression 
on  tlu'  subject,  did  offer  to  sign  the  ad« 
dress. 

Because,  in  tl»e  minute  sir  George  Bar- 
low, severe  as  it  is,  and  comprismg  as 
wc  may  fairly  presume  it  docs,  aU  that 
he  could  bring  forAvard  against  Mr.  Petrie, 
there  is  nothing  laid  to  Mr.  Pctrie's  charge 
that  is  not  fully  and  satisfactordy  renited 
in  his  .calm  and  dispassionate  aQSW4iry 
which  evinces  a  spirit  corresponding  with 
the  temperate  councils  which  he  gave, 
and  which,  could  tliey  have  prevailed  at 
the  commencement  of  the  agitations, 
would  have  prevented  the  dreadful  ex- 
cesses that  followed.  I  think  Mr-  Pctiie's 
conduct  and  intentions  merited  a  diffe- 
rent return  from  that  wiiich  awaits  theso; 
at  the  same  time  I  do  not  deny  to  sir 
George  Barlow  an  equal  rectitude  of  in- 
tentiog,  and  in  his  measuies  for  the  sop- 

f»ressiuu  of  the  revolt,  I  readily  aeknow- 
edge  a  firmness'  suited  to  tlic  crisis :  but 
I  cannot  look  back  to  his  preceding  steps ' 
without  preceiving  tliat  he  in  a  great  oc- 
grce  made  for  himself  the  occasion  for  its 
exertion,  by  theii*  unqualified  vh)!cuee,  in 
wiiich  he  appears  to  me  to  hav^  lost  sight 
both  of  British  justice  and  of  British  fi}ei- 
ing.  # 

On  all  these  grounds,    and  above  all, 
because  the  measure  itself  obviously  par> 
takes  of  the  harshness  and  violence  which 
^  have    already    been   productive  of  suoh 
'  deplorable  effects,  and  tends  to  iudentify 
.the  court  or  directors  with  a  system  under 
which  it  is  i^  rov  opinion  impossible  that 
the  company's  affiiirs  in  India  can  prosper, 
1  feel  myself  impelled,  by  the  strongest 
sense  of  public  duty,  to  record  my  soleina 
protest  against  the  removal  of  Mr.  Petrie 
from  his  station  in  the  Madras  counciL 
(Signed)         J.  HuDDiKSTOir* 
London,  Apiril  i'iy  t^lO. 
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DisMot  of  Jamct  PattisoD,  Esq^ 

1  dissent  from  the  resolution  of  the 
court  of  the  9ttk  instant,  which  dismisset 
Mr.  Petrie  from  the  council  of  Port  St. 
Georffe^  on  tlie  ground  of  its  boin^  both 
impolitic  and  uj\)usty  and  for  the  foliowing 
reasons : 

Because  the  minutes  of  sir  George  Bar- 
low and  of  Mr.  Petrie,  transmitted  bv 
the  president  of  tlie  board  of  Qontroul, 
as  proofs  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  change 
in  the  Madras  government,  under  an 
avowal  that  they  came  accidentally  into 
his  hands,  and  which  (no  other  copy  of 
them  having  been  received  at  the  India 
House,  thongli  authenticated  by  the  sig- 
nature of  the  secretary,  would,*  in  better 
times,  have  been  probably  rejected  by 
the  conrt  as  inadmissible)  furnish  ample 
testimony  of  tlie  character  of  the  two 
individuals  ;  the  one  being  a  violent  and 
malignant  invective,  the  otiier  a  calm, 
moderate,  and  dignified  refutation. 

Because  it  is  the  bonnden  and  eiuoined 
duty  of  a  counsellor  to  deliver  his  opinions 
with  freedom,  and  to  record  them  when 
over-ruled,  if  he  should  think  the  subject 
of  sufficient  importance.  On  a  former 
lamentable  occasion  Mr.  Petrie  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  the  coort^  for  hav- 
iflg  omitted  to  record  his  opinion.  By 
the  present  resolution  of  the  court,  he 
will  be  punished  for  havinp;  urged  and 
maintained  bis  sentiments  m  opposition 
to  those  of  sir  George  Barlow!!  and  future 
cotmaellors  will  be  strangely  puzzled  how 
to  act,  if  punishment  is  thus  made  equally 
to  attend  upon  passive  and  firm  resistance. 

Because,  it  punishment  thus  awaits 
freedom  of  opinion,  no  counsellor  will 
lienceforward  naxard  opposition  to  the 
will  of  a  governor,  and  tne  establislunejit 
4>f  a  conn(:il  i^ill  become  worse  tlian  use- 
less, by  holding  out  delusive  hopes  of 
collective  wisdom ;  and  in  the  new  char- 
ter it  will  be  more  consistent,  and  less 
expensive,  to  ,obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
legislature  to  the  appointment  of  arbitary 
governors,  than  to  continue  the  present 
aystem  of  nominal  counseHors,  whose 
safety  can  only  be  found  in  passiveness. 

Because  the  object  of  the  resolution  is 
clearly  two-fuld ;  and  while  it  lightens 
Mr.  Petrie  in  the  balance,  the  scale  of 
•ir  George  Bariow*s  merits  is  in  proportion 
the   weightier.     Tliis  self  -  evident   pro- 

Ksition,  tiiough  masked  by  the  late 
nourable  chairman  (Mr.  Grant)  and 
almost,  if  not  wholly  denied  (by  which 
•kilfal  manttuvre  the  majority  was  obtain- 
ed which  decided  the  fate  of  Mr.  Petrie) 
makes  me  doubly  anxions>to  record  my 
cKstenI;  as  I  think  the  direct  converse 
was  the  conrse  the  conrt  should  have 
taken ;  conscientiously  believing  that  on 
every  point  where  sir  George  Barlow  and 
Mr.  Petrie  have  beeii  at  issue,  the  view 
#f  the  former  (arbing  probably  from  tbe 


unbending  nature  of  his  character)  liaf 
been  invariably  wrong,  and  that  Mr. 
Petrie,  on  the  other  hand,  as  iiivariablj 
ri^t.  I  shall  touch  slightiy  on  the  pro- 
minent points  which  have  established  ttiis 
opinion. 

1st  The  conduct  of  the  government  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Sherson  and  Mr.  Smith, 
while  the  alleged  misconduct  of  the  for- 
mer was  under  the  investigation  of  a  com- 
mittee, proceeding  npon  allegations,  and 
examination  of  native  accounts  not  vnder- 
stood  by  them,  a  committee  composed  of 
three  persons,  one  in  known  opposition  to 
Mr.  Sherson ;  one  Mr.  Sherson's  depnty,  who 
must  have  shared  his  faults,  and  wno  looked 
to  succeed,  and  did  really  succeed  to  Ida  of. 
fice  ;  and  the  third'a  gentieman  who  could 
not  make  up  liis  mind  to  sign  the  report 
against  Mr.Sherson :  while  this  extraorcma- 
ry  investigation  is  proceeding  by  order  of 
(Ifoyemment,  Mr.  Smith  the  aikUtor  general 
IS  ordered  to  audit  Mr.  Sherson's  accounts 
of  rrain.  He  proceeds  therein,  he  is  prefMi- 
red  to  deliver  it ;  when  he  is  directed  to 
hold  commnnication  with  the  criminating 
committee —  he  demurs,  conceivii^^  such 
communication  foreign  from  his  duties  ;  he 
is  enjoined  obedience ;  he  obeys,  he  attends; 
he  finds  his  views  and  those  of  the  commit- 
tee in  absolute  disaonance.  He  remon- 
strates respectfull]^  to  government ;  he  is 
ordered  to  deliver  in  his  audit ;  be  does  so, 
with  respectful  remarks  on  the  deficiencies 
charged  against  Mr.  Sherson.  and  his  rea- 
son for  Slinking  his  vouchers  correct. 
What  is  the  result?  Mr.  Smith  is  dismis- 
sed from  his  situation  for  gross  partiattity  H? 
but  af^r  some  frittering  of  words  upcm 
his  intentions,  Sic,  he  is  appointed  to  be— 
what?— a  Judge!!!  Is  any  proceeding  so 
monstrous  in  absurdity  to  be  found  in  any 
history  ?  Derision  would  be  its  proper 
treatment  if  the  fortune  and  character  of 
a  tried  and  able  servant  were  not  at  stake ; 
as  it  is,  who  can  hesitate  to  approve  of 
Mr.  Petrie*s  judgment,  who  opposed  ihw 
measure,  or  to  censure  in  the  bitterest 
terms  tiie  folly,  not  to  say  the  wickedness^ 
of  the  government  which  adopted  it 

f  dl^.  The  conduct  of  the  government  in 
the  trials  of  Reddy  and  Anunda  Row,  and 
Mr.  Battley. 

Without  entering  into  the  detail  of  these 
transactions,  I  mast  give  the  tribute  of 
praise  to  Mr.  Petrie,  who  opposed  the  in- 
terference of  government  m  a  cause  no 
wise  affecting  the  interests  of  the  company  ^ 
it  being  a  squabble  among  individuals  for 
a.  just  allotment  of  proportions  of  a  ape- 
citic  sum,  payable  by  the  company  to  die 
approved  creditors  of  the  nabob.  The  ap- 
pointment of  the  advocate  general  (him- 
self interested  in  the  suspected  bond)  to  de- 
fend the  criminals  :  the  dispatch  of  a  ci- 
vil servant  into  Ta^jorc  to  collect  evidence 


for  Mr.  Battley ;  and  above  all,  the  i 

fnl  vhidictiviBeit  displayed  vy  Iht  §•« 
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▼enunent  against  the  prosecntors,  and 
even  against  some  of  tlie  jary  after  their 
decision,  are  aO  a  mass  of  disgrace  in- 
detible  ^m  the  records  against  the  Ma> 
dras  government. 

Sdly.  The  difference  betwcn  the  conduct 
of  gofemment,  or  rather  of  Mr.  Fetrie, 
when  governor,  and  that  of  his  successor, 
sir  George  Barlow,  towards  general  Mc 
l>owall  and  tlie  army :  dnrins  the  former, 
tfaoagh  the  tent  contract  had  oeen  abolish- 
ed under  the  previous  government  of  lord 
W,  Bentinckj  of  which  Mr.  Fetrie  was  a 
member,  the  army  was  patient ;  although 
general  Mc  Dowall  was  not  appointed  to 
the  council,  he  was  quiet,  and  to  all  ap- 
pearance resigned.  On  the  accession  of 
sir  George  Barlow  to  the  government,  co- 
lonel Mnnro's  memorial,  which  was  of  a 
private  and  confidential  nature,  and  which 
Lad  slept  while  its  object  had  been  secu- 
red^ is  brought  out  most  unnecessarily,  and 
is  delivered  by  sir  George  Barlow  to  the 
myntant-iceneral  VA  Hence  sprung  the 
fatel  feuds  between  colnnel  Munro  and  the 
officers,  delaring  themselves  aspersed  by 
this  paper.  G^ral  Mc  Dowall,  instead 
of  conciliatory  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
new  government,  meets  with  slights ;  and 
troops  are  ordered  to  march  without  his 
knowledge  1!!  who  can  avoid  tracing  the 
evils  whKh  ensued  to  their  real  source,  in 
•ir  George  Barlow's  harsh  and  unconcilia- 
tory  chmcter. 

4thly.  Wlien  the  officers  who  felt  ag- 
grieved by  the  expression  of  colonel  Mun- 
ro%  memorial,  delivered  in  one  of  a  most 
respectful  nature,  addressed  to  the  Court 
of  i>irect<^,  pledging  themselves  to  a  pa- 
tient, and  snbmissive  expectation  of  the 
conrTs  answer,  this  document,  which,  if 
^rwarded,  would  have  ensured  tranqiiil- 
K^,  was  refused  transmission.  .1!  Was  this 
wisdom  in  the  Madras  government  ?  Mr. 
Petrie  would  have  indulged  them  in  their 
request.  This  too  is  doubtless  one  of  his 
oflences;  but  it  would  probably  have  spa- 
red India  the  convulsion  she  has  suffered, 
and  the  deep-rooted  mischiet  which  ^re- 
mains behind. 

5tlily.  Had  Mr.  Petrie*s  advice  been 
foUowed,  the  ill-judged  suspension  of  co- 
lonel Capper  and  miyor  Boles  would  not 
have  brought  Into  agitation  the  dangerous 
question,  where  obedience  is  to  cease  in 
mifitary  matters,  and  discussion  of  the  lega- 
lity of  the  orders  of  superior  officers  is  to 
bc^.  This  suspension  was  considered  a 
great  aggravation  bv  the  officers ;  and  was 
a  most  dangerons  rallying  point,  on  account 
of  its  palpable  iiyustice.  Policy  alone 
would  nave  dictated  to  a  wise  government 
to  avoid  so  critical  a  question.  Can  the 
Madras  government  be  sufficiently  bhuned 
for  forcmc  it  into  discussion  f !! 

ethly.  I  shall  touch  upon  the  gei^eral 
orders  of  the  ist  May,  highly  disapproved 
|by  Mr.  Petrie»  bat  promnlgated  by  govern* 


ment;  contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice, 
as  charging  and  condemumg  (synonymous 
words  wim  the  Madras  government)  the 
officers  therein  named  as  conspirators  to 
subvert  the  government ;  and  this  upon  ex 
parte  evidence,  without  notice  to  tne  ac- 
cused of  the  ciiarge,  or  a  hearing  of  their 
defence  !!t  contrary  to  sound  policy,  as  pro- 
ducing great  additional  irritation  witliout 
the  possibilitv  of  adequate  advantage. 
And  the  result  (atally  proved  the  vrisdom 
of  Mr.  Petric's  adrice,  as  the  suspension  of 
these  officers  set  fire  to  the  match  already 
prepared  by  the  aggravations  enumera* 
ted. 

I  shall  close  this  my  solemn  dissent  from 
the  dismissiou  of  Mr.  Petrie,  by  observing, 
that  this  act  will  be  felt  at  Madras,  as  a  ge- 
neral approbation  of  all  sir  George  Bar- 
low's measures ;  and  the  impolicy  of  the 
resolution  keeps  ^  pace  with  its  injustice. 
When  a  whole  settlement,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, holds  a  governor  in  execration,  and 
he  is  thus  made  to  triumph  over  the  only 
member  of  the  council  who  had  the  firm- 
ness to  oppose  his  harsh  and  tyrannical 
conduct,  It  is  to  be  dreaded  that  the  mea- 
sure itself  will  be  execrated ;  and  that  the 
character  of  the  court  may  suffer  from  its 
implicit  and  indiscriminate  sanction,  thus 
declared,  of  the  whole  of  sb  George  Bar* 
low's  conduct.  I  must  also  be  permitted 
to  remark,  that  the  boasted  firmness  of  sir 
George  Barlow,  after  the  rebellion  had 
burst  forth,  deserves  approbation  only,  in 
as  much  ;as  no  other  course  was  left  with 
probable  or  even  possible  riews  of  success ; 
but  it  is  too  much  to  expect  that  fortitude, 
under  a  crisis  created  by  himself,  should  be 
crowned  with  praise.  It  is  at  best  but  ne- 
sative  merit ;  and  he  who  has  risked  the 
fortunes  of  his  countrv  on  the  hazard  of  n 
die^  is  not  fit  again  to  be  trusted. 

It  is  moreover  evident,  that  all  his  firm^ 
ness  could  not  have  saved  him,  and  Mrith 
him  the  settlement  of  Madras,  had  not 
lord  Minto's  approach  led  to  a  hope  in  the 
arrajr.  that  the  stem  and  haughtv  charac- 
ter or  sir  George  Barlow  would  be  obliged 
to  bow  down  oefore  the  known  clemencv 
and  moderation  of  t)ie  govemdr  generak 
Sir  George  Barlow  rii&ed  the  fate  of  India. 
It  is  still  a  problem  what  coui'se  will  best 
heal  the  rankling  wounds  of  the  army.  I 
fear  from  the  late  decision  of  the  court 
against  the  motion  to  restore  the  suspend- 
ed officers  to  the  senrice,  that  a  concilia- 
tory spirit  is  not  to  be  looked  for  in  the 
court.    I  hope  I  may  be  mistaken. 

(Signed)       Jambs  Pattisok. 
London, 
Mth  April,  1810. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors. 
Gentlemen, 
In  the  dissents  of  several  members  of  the 
CiOurt  to  the   measure  of  removing  Mr. 
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Petrie  from  the  ronncil  of  Fort  St.  George, 
there  are  reprrseDtation^  given  respeciinj; 
the  iotroduction  of  that  measure,  the  con- 
duct of  it,  and  several  circumstances 
connected  with  it,  >rhich  are  essentially 
defective  and  erroneous;  and  as  tliosc 
representations  are  pointed  particularly 
to  us.  who  then  had  the  honour  to  fill 
the  chairs,  we  find  it  nerc«?ary  to  ^tve  a 
full  and  accurate  e\pl:inatJon  of  the  trans- 
action in  question. 

Of  the  unparalleled  danger  tp  '^hUch 
our  Indian  empire  has  been  exposed  by 
the  convulsions  at  Madnas,  we  need  not 
here  speak.     The  com  t  in  general,   under 

'  a  deep  conviction  of  tliat  danger,  of  the 
tiecessit}  of  utterly  discountenancing  hi- 
subordination,  and  upiioldia^  the  caifse 
of  legal  povemment,  had  written  the 
dispatches  of  the  15th  and  29th  September, 
18i)y,  and  9th  February,  18 19,  to  Fort  St. 

.  George.  It  was  a  fact  of  perfect  noto- 
riety  that  Mr.  Petrie  had  not  concurred 
in  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Madras 
government,  which  the  government  general 
had  cordially  sanctioned;  and  the  detri- 
ment, to  thepubHc  interest  of  a  discordmit 
administration  at  Madras  at  such  an  aw- 
ful crisis,  was  very  obvious.  A  deep 
responsibility  la}'  upon  the  authorities  -at 
homo  to  continue*  an  une(|uivocal  Mipport 
to  the  civil  power  in  India,  and  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  might  be  proper  to  niani- 
fe;»t  that  they  would  admit  of  no  compro- 
mise on  that  head. 

As  early  as  the  Jutter  end  of  January  last, 
the  president  of  the  board  of  commission- 
ers did,  of  his  own  motion,  and,  as  we 
have  ever)'  reason  to  believe,  under  a 
itrong  conviction  of  the  sentiments  we 
have  just  expressed,  address  an  official 
letter  to  us,  t^  be  laid  bet'ore  the  court, 
setting  forth  the  disadvantuges  which  nmst 
result  to  the  public  interests  in  the  critical 
ytute  of  aliairs  at  Madras,  from  divided 
counsels  in  the  administration  there  :  hence 
the  utter  inexpediency  of  cimtmuing  to- 
ijethcr  men  who  so  much  disagreed  ;  and, 
as  the  court  had  approved  td'iUc  system  of 

Colicy  pursued  with  respect  to  the  insub- 
ordinate officers  of  the  army  b/  Sir  G. 
Barlow  and  the  majority  of  the  council, 
the  consequent  propriety  of  making  the 
change  that  became  necessary  by  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Petrie.  The  president  inti- 
mated further  his  sense  of  tiie  importance 
of  tl:is  measure  to  be  such,  that  if  tiie 
court  fjiould  see  (it  to  decline  tlie  adoption 
of  it,  he  would  feci  it  his  duty  to  advise  his 
majesty  to  recal  Mr.  Petrie.  To^  the  best 
of  our  recollection  the  two  minutes  of 
Sir  George  Barlow  and  Mr.  Petrie,  since 
laid  before  the  court,  were  in  Mr.  Dun- 
das's  possession  at  that  time. 

Tliough  much  impressed  with  the  same 
views  of  the  necessity  of  manifestiiig  an 
unambiguous  and  entire  support  of  the  Ma- 
dras goter&meoty  find  of  the  nnforttUMite 


and  improper  Kne  of  conduct  held  br 
Mr.  Petrie,  yet  as  tht  Madras  consulta" 
tions  were  not  arrived,  we  were  ipBtc 
unwilling  even  to  agitate  the  question 
moved  in  Mr.  Dundas's  letter;  and  upon 
our  earned  reqaest,  h<%  was  induced  to 
agree  that  we  should  delay  the  presenta- 
tion of  that  letter  to  the  court. 

We  wish  it  to  be  paiiic^larly  noticed 
here,  that,  believing  Mr.  Dundas  to  thiak 
it  incumbent  on  bim  to  advise  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Petrie  by  ^ bis  majesty's  warrant,  if 
the  court  sbould  not  deem  it  expedieqt  to 
make  a  change  them.<;elves,  our  anxiety  to 
prevent  recourse  to  a  power  so  olfeusive 
to  the  company,  under  circumstances 
which  might  reconcile  tlie  public  to  the 
exercise  of  it,  added  to  the  dispositiea 
wltieh  a  sense  of  dnty  created  in  oar  minds, 
to  bring  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Petrie  under 
the  cansideration  of  the  court. 

Nevertheless,  the  Madras  cousuttations 
did  not  arrive  ;  for  two  months  afterwards 
nothing  was  done,  and  wo  expected,  and 
indeed  wished,  to  see  the  tennination  of 
our  office  for  tiie  year  before  the  ones- 
lion  concerning  Mr.  Petrie.  should  be 
agitated. 

But  circumstances  occurred  which  for- 
ced that  question  forward,  contrary  to  our 
intention,  and  left  us,  according  to  enr 
sen«e  of  duty,  no  option  hot  to  follow  that 
conrse  for  which  we  have  been  since  nr- 
rais^ed  by  the  very  persons  who  imposed 
tlie  necessity  upon  us 

Sir  Samnd  Anchmuty,  who  had  been 
recently  appoiiAed  commander  in  cluef 
and  second  in  council  at  Madras,  was 
about  to  sail  to  India  towards  the  end  of 
March.  As  the  council  was  before  full, 
it  became  necessary,  in  consequence,  of 
the  geiicrars  appointment,  to  dispbure  one 
of  the  tl:ree  connsellorsofdiatgovenuoent. 

This  brought  iounediatdy  into  view  an 
cm^niry  concerning  the  person  that  5honld 
be  removed.  In  the  state  in  whicli  tbe 
case  of  Mr.  Petrie  stood,  we  were  nn- 
willing,  on  the  grounds  already  mention- 
ed, to  propose  at  that  time  his  removal ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  we  cooki  not, 
consistent  with  our  own  sense  of  doty, 
propose  a  new  commission  of  gOTenment 
(as  the  ehan|e  in  it  required)  in  which  be 
should  be  formally  re-appointed  second 
member,  because  that  might  seem  to  th^ 
whole  world  an  acquiescence,  without  any 
inquiry,  in  the  Kne  of  condnct  he  had  iieid 
durii:g  the  late  convulsions.  We  there 
fore  UiOught  to  elude  the  difficulty  by 
delaying  tiie  commission  of  govem-oiest, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  simply  notifying  to 
Madras  the  appointmei^  of  Sir  &Mnnrl 
Anchmuty  as  commander  in  chief  nod 
second  in  council.  In  the  case  of  si«> 
milar  appointments  it  had  before  happen- 
ed, that,  upon  receiving  advice  thereof  in 
India,  the  junior  member  of  council,  that 
is,  the  last  appointed,  had  beeAicqitired 
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to  withdraw  t  we  reckoned  that  the  same 
coarse  woald,  in  conaeqaenoe  of  the  pro- 
posed notification^  be  followed  bv  the 
Madras  f  ovemment  in  the  instance  before 
us,  and  ^at  Mr.  CaSsamayor,  the  Junior 
member,  would  be  displaced  to  make  room 
ibr  general  Auchmaty. 

We  meant  this  certainly  only  as  an 
arrangement  for  the  present,  nntil^  by  the 
disposal  of  the  question  concermng  Mr. 
Petrie,  a  new  and  permanent  cornmission 
of  gorerament  should  be  settled.  But 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Petrie  in  tlic  court  would 
not  leave  the  matter  in  this  state.  Tliey 
said  they  could  not  tmst  the  government 
of  Madras  with  the  fate  of  Mr.  Petrie,  and 
that  if  it  was  left  to  them,  he,  and  not  Mr. 
Casamaijor,  would  be  removed.  There  was 
in  our  opinion  no  good  ground  for  appre- 
hending that  government  would  venture 
upon  any  unusual  step,  because  they 
would  see  that  the  court*s  own  intention 
would  have  e^ct  by  the  new  commission 
which  was  to  follow,  and  Sir  George  Bar- 
low, for  any  thing  we  know,  could  not 
reckon  that  tjac  removal  would,  by  that 
oommi9sion  fall  on  Mr.  Petrie.  Some  of 
Uie  members  of  the  court,  however,  gave 
notice  thaUthey  would  move  an  amendmeat 
to  the  proposed  paiagraph  to  Madras,  to 
the  effect  of  declaring,  that  Mr.  Casamai- 
Jot  should  give  place  to  general  Anchmnty. 
Ybis  happened  about  the  end  of  March, 
within  ten  or  twelve  days  of  the  annual 
change  iu  the  Direction,  which  was  to 
remove  us  from  our  respective  9eats  in  the 
chairs,  and  some  of  tlie  friends  of  Mr. 
Petrie  from  the  direction  by  rotation,  of 
which  last  circumstance  they  could  not  fail 
to  be  aware. 

Finding  that  the  question  was  thns  to  be 
forced  forward  within  the  short  remainder 
of  odr  official  time,  and  in  a  way  in  which 
Mr.  Petrie's  conduct  could  not  be  duly 
considered,  and  yet  that  the  intended 
amendment,  if  it  succeeded,  might  be 
thought  virtually  to  sanction  tliat  conduct, 
we  saw  the  necessity  of  calhnj*  the  atten- 
tion of  the  court  to  the  subject  ourselves, 
and,  iQ  the  only  manner  left  us,  that  which 
the  president  had  above  two  monthi«  before 
proposed.  And  as  he  had  suspended  his 
measure  at  our  request,  we  then  felt  our- 
selves bound  to  inform  him  of  the  circum- 
stances wliich  oblif^d  us  to  accede  at 
length  to  his  proposition  ;  of  which  ueces- 
"ity  he  was  indeed  otherwise  aware,  for 
Sir  Samuel  Anchmutv,  whose  presence 
was  so  necessary  in  India,  and  whose  ship 
was  under  sailing  orders,  had  stated  tliat 
he  would  not  depart  until  the  possibility  of 
any  demur  to  his  entrance  into  a  seat  in 
council  immediately  on  his  ariival  at  Ma- 
dras should  be  obviated  by  a  specific  de- 
claration of  the  member  who  was  to  gir  e 
way  to  him.  Under  thb  and  other  new 
chcamstances,  Mr.  Dundas  addressed 
aaother  letter  to  us,  dated  ^d  April,  whTch 


was  read  in  court  oirtfajeSd  of  that  month, 
and  of  which  we  annex  a  copy  to  this  pa* 
per.  Upoa  laying  that  letter  before  the 
court,  we  explained  both  our  preceding 
intercourses  with  Mr.  Dundas,  and  our 
sentiments  rdative  to  the.subiect  of  it, 
as  we  have  now  stated  them.  On  the  6th 
the  subject  came  to  be  considered,  and 
after  a  long  debate,  we  had  the  honour 
to  move  that  a  new  conmiission  should  be 
issued  for  the  government  of  Fort  St.- 
George,  containing  the  names  of  the  old 
members,  excepting  that  of  Mr.  Petrie, 
together  with  the  name  of  Sir  Samuel  Auch* 
muty.  Upon  this  an  amendment  was  mo- 
ved to  the  following  effect: 
''   Tliat  Sir  G.  H.    Barlow  should  be 

appointed  governor. 
"  Sir   8.    Auchmuty,    commander    ia 

chief,  and  second  in  council. 
"  W.  Petrie,  esq.  third  in  council, 
**  and  on  the  coming  away,  death,  or 
'^  resignation  of  Sir  G.  Barlow,  to 
*'  succeed  to  the  government. 
*^  Thomas  Oakes,  esq.  fourth  Jn  conn* 
*'  cil.** 
At  this  time  there  were  twenty-three  mem- 
bers in  court,  and  Mr.  Mills,  who  was 
absent,  was  known  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion  with  us  upon  the  present  subject. 
After  the  debate  upon  this  amendment 
had  proceeded  some  time,  a  motion  of 
adjournment  was  made  by  the  gentlBmen 
opposed  to  us  ;  we  presumed  to  try  their 
strength.  It  was  negatived  by  the  ballot, 
and  iiir  F.  Baring,  one  of  those  gentlemen, 
went  away,  despairing,  as  we  conceived,  of 
the  main  question.  To  arrive  at  that  ques- 
tion according  to  the  forms  of  debate,  it 
was  next  moved,  '*  that  the  words  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  to  be  left  out, 
(that  b  to  say  the  words  of  our  ori|^nal 
motion)  "  stand  part  of  the  question." 
This  was  carried  m  the  affirmative.  The 
amendment  which  proposed  to  retain  Mr. 
Petrie  and  exclude  Mr.  Casamaijor,  was 
thus  rejected.  Tlien  came  on  the  main 
question,  there  being  twenty-two  direc- 
tors present,  and  to  the  general  surprize, 
as  we  believe,  there  appeared  eleven  for, 
and  eleven  against,  the  motion.  Our  idea 
was  that  one  of  the  gentlemen,  who  thought 
with  us  had,  by  mistake,  put  his  baU  into 
the  wronn  dox.  According  to  the  law 
provided  in  the  case  of  equal  Votes  by 
ballot,  the  question  was  to  be  determined 
by  the  drawing  of  a  lot.  The  lot  drawn 
decided  aguittst  our  question,  which  was 
thus  lost^  and  the  proceeding  of  that  day 
left  the  government  of  Fort  St.  Georec 
as  it  stood  before,  though  by  the  rejection 
of  the  amendment,  which  proposed  that 
Mr.  Petrie  should  remain  in  conned,  tue 
sense  of  the  court  was  then  shewn  upon 
what,  indeed,  was  the  real  point  in  debate. 
It  was  impossible  to  leave  the'  govern- 
ment in  tills  state,  because,  besides  the 
other  reasons  which  tirst  impelled  ii»  ta 
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brinfr  on  the  qnestion,  Sir  Samael  Avrh-  / 
mut>*8  rettii&l  to  proceed  to   India  brtbre 
a  nvw  commission  was  eetied,  rendtred 
Ihnt memsnre immeclialciv  mc« s<«ary. 

We  tJieretbre  pave  notice  of  brinjidni; 
on  the  question  a^uin  on  the  lOth  of  April. 
Pit'fore  that  day,  a  member  of  the  direction, 
who  happtntd  to  sit  next  to  colonel  Tay- 
lor at  ainne.r,  intbimfd  tlie  chairman, 
tliat  colonel  Taylor  stated  to  him  he  had 
voted  againtit  our  motion,  not  from  the 
inttution  of  Fupportins  Mr.  Petrie,  bnt 
because,  Ita^inc  asktd  in  tlie  debate  whe- 
ther the  carryini?  of  tl.at  qnestion  wonld- 
preclndc  tlio  future  eonftideration  of  Sir 
6.  Barlow *8  conduct?  and  having  received 
no  answer  from  the  chaiiman^  he  con- 
cluded it  would;  and  therctorc  voted 
against  the  question ;  but  that,  if  he  was 
»atis6ed  of  the  contrary,  it  would  be 
aurrccnble  to  his  first  intention  to  vote  in 
the  next  debate  for  tiie  removal  of  Mr. 
Petrie.  Hie  chairman  hereupon  request- 
ed tlie  friend  who  gave  him  this  infonnation 
to  assure  colonel  Taylor,  that  it  was  en- 
tirely from  oversight  his  question  had  not 
been  answered ;  tliat  so  far  trom  intending 
to  preclude  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
Sir  G.  Barlow,  it  was  the  chairman's 
meaning  and  expectation  that  it  should  be 
distinctly  considered,  with  a  view  to  the 
renuineration  of  his  services,  and  on  that 
•ccasion,  any  gentleman  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  delivering  his  opinion. 
Tlie  Chairman  himself  took  occasion  to 
cive  the  same  explanation  to  colonel  Tay. 
lor,  and  he  repeated  it  in  his  place,  when 
the  debate  was  renewed  on  tlie  10th  of 
April,  when  also  colonel  Taylor  publicly 
stated  what  he  had  before  said  in  private 
conversation. 

On  that  day  we  moved  the  same  question, 
^hich  we  originally  brought  forward  oo 
*  6th.  The  amendment  which  had  been 
the  .  ed  on  that  day  was  also  moved 
propOk  ^lat  amendment  was  lost  by  the 
•gain:  u  '  the  main  question  was,  on  a 
liallot ;  ana  lied  by  the  ballot,  wliere- 

lecondvote,  c*»  ^fp.  Petrie  was  omitted 
by  the  name  of  b.  ^  |,f  government  for 
in  the  new  conumsi^o..  csj^  g^  Anclimuty 
Madras,  and  tJiat  o^  *  ^ore  Mr.  Ro. 
inserted.  ThU  passed  btj  ^.-^^  „ 
hart^      who    was      avowedly  ,  ' 

tut'Vetarded     by    if^l^^Zi,  'ie^' 

•''  ";:?ha:etred:'  TiuLu"? Li^^'^e 
^/.fL5,e  rmovalof  Mr.  Petrie  were 
votes  f«J^^^/.^^^  uiro.  if  colonel  Tajr- 
Kd  'st^l  bUT?^^^^^^^ 

twen?y.f^r  director.,  fourteen  including 
Mr.  Mili%  who  was  in  the  country,  forthe 

^omthi*  plain  account,  which  is  open 
to  the  ob^aUon  of  every  gentleman  who 
wi«  hi  couTL  it  is  clear  that  there  was  a 
Te?!  m^3oril7of4hc  «-s  i^^r  tiie  ,^- 
pioval  of  Mr.  Petrie;  that  colonel  lay 


lor^  ha%ing,  on  the  first  day,  voted  wfft 
the  minority,  proceeded  from  misconcep- 
tion, not  from  intention,  to  snpport  BIr. 
Peh-ic  ;  that  his  change  on  the  5nbi>eqnent 
day  sprung  from  himstlf,  in  consistency 
witli  nis  original  sentiments;  and  that, 
without  him,  the  question,  by  waiting  for 
Mr.  Robarts,  wotild  have  been  carried 
on  the  mtli,  so  that  both  the  idea  which 
some  seem  to  have  entertained  that  a  lot 
decided  the  question,  and  rtie  idea  held 
fortliintiAo  of  the  dissents  tliat  the  ques- 
tion would  again  have  been  referred  to 
tiic  lot,  if  one  member  had  not  been  induced 
to  chp.nge  his  opinion,  prove  to  be  every 
way  unfounded. 

80  likewise,  in  respect  to  the  asflertion 
containi  <l  in  the  dissent  of  Sir  F.  Bariii« 
and  Sir  H.  Inglis :  '*  Mr.  I>nnda8  acknow- 
ledges tliat  it  was  in  the  contemplation 
**  of  the  chairs  to  remove  Mr.  Petrie  ts 
early  as  January  last.**  Mr.  Uundas  cer- 
tainly acknowledges  no  sncli  thing,  bat 
plainly  intimates  tliat  the  overture  upon 
that  subject  came  fcom  him,  as  his  own 
letter  unnexed  will  show.  'The  foregoinf 
statement  contains  the  true  aeconnt  of  tfaif 
matter. 

It  is  said  in  anotlier  dissent,  and  as  it 
seems,  in  the  way  of  re6ection,  that  "  the 
chairs  brought  before  the  court  two  mi- 
nutes." But  can  it  be  necessary  to  ob- 
serve that  the  president  of  the  board  sent 
these  minutejf  to  the  court  ofiicially  through 
the  medium  of  the  chairs.  This  is' tlie  nsoil 
way  in  which  public  questions  are  proposed 
by  the  president  to  the  court,  and  the  most 
convenient  way.  The  chairs  have  no  pow- 
er to  refuse  or  withhold  from  the  court 
official  communications  made  to  them  io 
that  manner,  unless  vrith  consent  of  the 
president ;  and  if  possessing  soch  a  power, 
they  were  to  exercise  it,  the  only  conse- 
quence would  be,  that  tlie  same  coramooi- 
oation  would  come  publicly  to  the  court 
throngh  the  secretary  of  the  b<Mrd. 

WiUi  regard  to  the  question  of  acting 
apon  the  authority  of  those  two  minntes, 
it  is  to  be  observed,  that  one  of  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  is  very  justly  held 
that  private,  extra-oflkrial,  ex  parte  com- 
munications, are  not  proper  grounds  for  any 
important  measures  is,  tliat  they  want  the 
autlienticity  which  documents  transmitted 
by  the  government  must  have.  But  these 
ni^uutes,  though  privately  communicated 
in  Ki?<l«od»  were  public  records,  autben* 
ticated  fiy  the  cjvief  secretary  of tbe  govern- 
ment of  tort  St.  George ;  and  they  were  not 
confined  to  one  side—they  contained  the 
case  of  both  parties  stated  by  themselves 
respectively.  There  was  not  a  doubt  en- 
tertaine<l  about  their  authenticity  (Mr. 
Duudas,  indeed,  supposed  that  Mr.  Petrie's 
friends  also  had  copies  of  them),  and  aT 
these  papers  therefore,  though  not  coming 
tlirough  the  regular  channel,  possessed  the 
same  credibility  which  the  regular  channel 
would  have  given tUem,  and  contain^  al- 
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10  a  complete  case  within  themselves,  the 
charge,  and  the  defence,  the  only  point 
before  the  court  was,  whether  either  tlie 
question  of  continuing  Mr.  Petrie  in  the 
coQncil,  which  some  members  of  the  court 
were  determined  to  bring  on,  or  Uie  ques- 
tion of  making  room  for  general  Auchmuty, 
which  must  at  any  rate  have  come  on, 
should  be.  considered,  without  regarding 
the  very  important  matter  directly  beanng 
on  these  questions,  contained  in  those 
authenticated  minutes  ?  We  do  not  know 
tliat  a  case  similar  to  this  had  ever  before 
come  under  the  consideration  of  the  court; 
but  we  had  no  doubt  in  our  minds  t'uat,  as 
it  was  become  unavoidable  to  decide  on 
the  continuance  or  removal  of  Mr.  Fetrie, 
there  was  no  comparison  between  dis- 
pensing with  somewhat  of  form,  and  siiut- 
tin^  out  substantial  and  important  infor- 
mation  from  our  view. 

It  was  objected  likewise,  that  tlie  con- 
sultations might  contain  further  matter 
respecting  tlie  disputes  between  Sir  G. 
Barlow  and  Mr.  Petrie ;  and  that,  tiiere- 
fore,  until  they  were  received,  the  court 
should  not  decide  upon  that  subject ;  but 
besides  the  necessity  already  oxplained, 
of  proceeding  to  the  question  immediately, 
It  was  presumable  tliat,  up  to  the  date  of 
theminutes,  the  consultations  could  contain 
nothing  of  importance  for  or  against  either 
party  in  relation  to  the  dispute  between 
them,  which  was  not  adverted  to  in  one  or 
QthcT  of  those  minutes ;  and  that  no  record 
ffnbseqaent  to  tliem,  was  likely  materi- 
ally to  dter  the  state  •f  facts  given  in  them, 
which,  as  already  said,  made  a  complete 
case;  unless,  indeed,  a  rejoinder  from  Sir 
O.  Barlow  should  have  brought  into 
question  any  part  of  Mr.  PetriCs  minute, 
which  rejoinder,  had  it  proved  nothing, 
iivould  only  have  left  Mr.  Petrie's  minute 
confirmed  in  tite  credit  it  claimed  at  first. 

Aa  to  the  insinuations  thrown  out  at  that 
time,  tliat  the  Madras  consultations  were 
intentionally  withheld  ii\  order  to  give  an 
advantage  to  Sir  George  BaWow's  cause, 
we  conid  not  admit  the  reniotest  suspicion 
of  that  kind ;  and  the  event  has  shewn 
that  there  was  nothing  on  ti:e  subject  in 
(^nestion  to  withhold  tiie  regular  aonsulta* 
tioiis,  since  arrived,  contained  no  further 
record  relative  to  it. 

In  noticing  misrepresentations,  we  think 
wc  ou^t  not  to  pass  over  a  pasHage  in 
one  ot  the  dis^sents,  which  describes  the 
president  of  tlic  board  of  control  as  **  ac- 
tive, bjr public  and  private  means,  tore- 
move  an  absent,  innocent,  meritorious 
individual,  who  cannot  plead  his  own 
cause."  We  deem  it  right  to  say,  that  we 
believe  this  statement  to  be  imjust  to  the 
Bootivea  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Dundas  ;  and 
althoagb  it  is  our  intention  to  avoid  all  re- 
mark iipoa  the  language  tod  manner  of 
the  dissents,  so  far  as  they  are  pointed  to 
•nr^elves,  and  to  attend  only  tatbe  matter  of 
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'tiiem,  yet  this  passage  exhibits  so  stronc; 
an  instance  of  the  violation  of  that  decorum 
which  the  court  very  proptrly  maintains 
in  its  public  writin<r«,  piirticnidrlv  towards 
a  department  eutitU  d  to  tlie  obsrrvance 
of  respect,  and  witii  which  tlie  court  has 
to  carry  on  such  constant  intercourse, 
that  we  must  express  the  concern  we  felt, 
and  still  ft  cl,  on  perusing  it. 

Of  Mr.  Buchan,  who  is  probably  the  gcn- 
deman  alluded  to  in  the  same  p9ssagc  as  **  the 
private  instrument  ot  Sir  G.  Barlow,**  ^^c 
think  it  also  fair  to  S3y,  that  we  understand 
him  to  be  a  servant  of  high  character  for  ho- 
nour and  for  talents,  sent  hontc  publicly  by 
the  government  of  Fort  St.  George  from  a 
most  corrfidential  situation  to  give  information 
to  the  court ;  and  though  it  is  to  be  conclu- 
ded from  hit  mission  that  the  interu  on  of 
sending  him  was  to  corroborate,  bv  hi«  intel* 
ligence,  the  representations  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  yet  neither  that  circumstance,  nor  the 
omission  of  the  court  to  bear  and  cxiimiite 
him,  which  it  was  competent  to  any  director 
to  propose,  annuls  the  designation  under  which 
he  came  here. 

The  bte  chairman  being  in  the  passage  just 
alluded  to.  and  in  several  others,  personally 
attacked,  he  begs  leave  tooflTer.a  very  brief 
defence.  The  **  activity**  with  which  he 
also  is  charged  in  employing  "  public  and 
private  means'*  to  remove  Mr.  Petrie  was,  in 
reality,  no  other  than  that  of  which  he  has  al- 
ready given  an  account.  With  a  strong  opi- 
nion on  the  impropriety  of  the  line  of  conduct, 
adopted  by  Mr.  rctrie,  he,  however,  used 
his  influence  successfully  to  put  off  the  con* 
sideration  of  bis  case ;  and  uoless  that  con- 
sideration bad  been  forced  on  from  other 
quarters,  it  would  not  have  taken  plsce  whilst 
he  remained  in  the  chair.  Activuy  in  this 
matter  is,  therefore,  roost  unsuitably  imputed 
to  him.  Ai  to  the  beighteniog  terms  used 
in  speaking  of  Mr.  Petrie,—"  an  absent  man 
who  cannot  plead  his  own  cause,*'  is  it  not 
the  constant  practice  here  to  examine  the 
conduct  of  servants  when  they  are  in  India  ? 
and  has  not  Mr.  Petrie  expressly  pleaded  hit 
own  cause  in  the  minate  before  us  ?  The 
term  *'  innocent,'*  also  employed,  assumes 
the  whole  matter  in  dispute. 

The  same  thine  is  done  when  the  late 
chairman,  who  had  in  the  j^ear  i9o5,  in  con- 
junction with  the  court,  censured  the  cxer- 
ci  V  ol  a  despotic  power  in  Bengal,  is  charged 
now  with  supponing  the  cause  of  despotism 
at  Madras,  because  he  has  concurred  in  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Petrie.  The  namre  of  the 
charge  here  is  this  j — "  Mr.  Petrie  has  been 
removed  for  differing  firom  the  governor :  if 
counsellors  are  removed  because  they  differ 
with  the  governor,  no  mat)  will  venture  to 

8tve  an  opinion  in  opposition  ro  him;  and 
lus  he  becomes  despotic."  This  argum^a 
assumes,  that  no  man  in  the  station  of  a  coun- 
sellor will  do  his  dutv,  if  the  performance  it 
to  expose  him  to  the  loss  of  his  place  ;  a  po^ 
fitioo  ceitainly  which  public  men  ought  aoc 
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to  maintain,  especially  to  pubb'c  vritiDgs. 
But  Mr.  Pctric  was  removed  because  hit  con- 
duct was  thought  wrorvg ;  and  shall  it  be  said, 
that  if  the  conduct  or  a  counsellor  is  rrally 
culpable,  though  in  opposition  to  the  governor,' 
be  may  not  be  removed,  lest  others  should 
improperly  yield  to  a  governor,  and  so  the 
governor  become  despotic  ?  It  might  natu- 
rally be  expected,  as  a  consequence  of  adopt- 
ing any  principle  of  this  kind,  that  counsellors 
would  be  led  to  assume  an  undue  and  factious 
licence.  There  is  no  sound  rule  of  acting 
in  this  case,  but  to  judge  both  counsellors 
and  governors  accordmgto  their  real  merits. 
The  merits  of  the  different  lines  of  conduct 
pursued  by  Sir  G.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Petrie 
save  been  already  tried  by  the  court,  and  a  <le- 
termination  passed  in  favour  of  the  former. 
The  propriety,  indeed,  of  this  decision  is  com- 
bated in  the  dissents  ;  and  it  will,  therefore,  no 
doubt  be  defended  by  those  gentlemen  who 
concurred  in  that  decuion,  and  with  them  the 
ktc  chairman  will  have  the  honour  to  act. 

The  next  charge  brought  against  the  late 
chairman  is  founded  upon  a  paragraph  of  a 
letter  which  was  last  year  proposed  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Bengal  government,  relative 
to  the  interference  of  that  govemmeiit  with 
the  nabob  of  Oude,  in  behalf  of  a  British  sub- 
ject who  had  claims  in  that  country.  The 
letter  was  not  penned,  as  the  dissent  assumes, 
by  the  late  chairman,  and  it  was  pointed,  not 
against  the  condua  cf  Sir  G.  Barlow  only,  as 
the  dissent  may  also  be  understood  to  imply, 
but  took  up  the  business  from  its  commence- 
rnem.  early  in  the  government  of  marquis 
Wellesley,  and  censiuied  the  principles  and 
grounds  on  which  it  proceeded  through  five  or 
SIX  years  of  that  government,  and  conformably 
to  which  it  was  completed  jn  the  first  year  uf 
Sir  G.  Barlow's  administration. 

Now  the  amount  of  tliis  diarge  is,  diat  the 
late  chairman  having  disapproved  of  Ibe 
nvbole  of  this  transaction,  <  comprehending 
that  part  of  it  which  fell  within  tlie  time  of 
Sir  G.  Barlow's  government,  is  gniity  of 
**  gross  and  glaring  partiality,**  beeanjte  he 
now  supports  the  cause  of  Sir  G.  Barlow  in 
opposition  to*  that  of  Mr.  Petrie.  Ibis 
charge  not  only  assnmf  s  the  truth  of  the  one 
immediately  preceding,  which  has  been  al- 
ready repelled,  bnt  implies  no  less  than  tliis 
mtrprising  proposition  ;  **  tliat  the  conduct 
cf  a  governor  having,  iu  one  instance,  been 
disapproved  as  wrong,  it  Is  not  tlierefore  io 
be  approved  in  another  instance  where  it 
is  tliought  right.'*  Such  a  proposition  car- 
rier its  own  refutation  with  it ;  bnt  tho  late 
chairman  affirm%\hat  he  has  in  fact  done  no 
more  than  censure  one  mea:ttre  which  be 
deemed  to  be  improper  (though  he  never 
conceived  it  oui;ht  to  have  been  followed  by 
a  removal  fr^m  office)  and  .has,  on  anotlier 
occasion,  supported  a  course  of  measures 
'%%hich  he  judged  to  be  decidedly  right. 

Ilie  late  chairman  thinks  it  expedient  to 
avail  himself  of  the  present  opportunity  to 
KtHte^  that  this  auppoit  has  m^  given  4>n 


Eublic  gnmnds.  Thoagli  Sir  O.  Barlow  and 
e  were  for  a  time  cooteinporary  on  the- 
Bengal  establishment,  there  was  hardly  any 
personal  acquaintance  between  them  ;  and 
they  never  exchanged  a  letter  ontil  sixteen 
years  after  Mr.  Grant  had  been  in  England. 
Sir  G.  Barlow,  on  becoming  governor-gene- 
ral on  tJie  death  of  marquis  Comwallis, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Grant,  as  chairman  of  the 
East  India  company.  The  correspondanoe 
which  Ims  passed  between  them  since,  has 
turned  en  public  subjects,  and  has  been 
conducted  on  public  principles,  which,  it 
is  presumed,  would  do- nei  titer  of  them  dis- 
credit. Mr.  Grant  does  not  recollect  that 
the  name  or  conduct  of  Mr.  Petrie  has  ever 
been  mentioned  in  the  letters  of  Sir  G.  Bar- 
low, or  in  his  own,  until  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Petrie  fh>m  council. 

For  the  general  defence  of  tliat  mensmCf 
in  opposition  to   the  opinions    advanced 
again»t  it  in  the  dissents,  we  must  jointly 
refer  yon,  gentlemen,  to  another  paper,  'm 
which,  it  is  dtecussed  at  large. 
We  have  the  hononr  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Yotir  most  obedient,  humble  servant^ 
CSigned)  C  Graht. 

East-India  House,  W.  Astel&. 

10th  September,  1810. 

THE  PAPER. 

•»•  The  length  of  the  document  referred 
to  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  preced- 
ing letter,  must  preclude  the  insertion  of  it 
in  an  entire  state,  in  the  present  volnrae. 
The  editor,  regretting  that  he  caimot  insert 
the  whole,  has  neverthelfess  some  satisfac* 
tion  in  being  able  to  allow  a  pUcc  to  the 
substance  of  the  Paper  which  more  espe- 
cially professes  to  be  an  answer  to  the  &- 
sents  of  particnhir  directors  of  the  East  In- 
dia company, 

Ttie  Paper  sets  ont  with  tlie  intention  of 
tracing  tlie  causes  of  the  revolt  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Madras  army,  a»suminff,  as  a 
principle,  ''  Tliat  the  revolt  was  not  a  i 
paroxysm  of  resentment,  into  wliich 
were  suddenly  hurried  from  a  state  of  per- 
fect subordination ;  it  had  in  it,  (as  is  aUeg- 
ed)  characters  of  matnwjd,  systematic  eom- 
bination  and  pretension,  uhicb  conld  only 
be  the  Work  of  Time," 

The  alleged  remote  and  proximate  can* 
scs  of  tlie  revolt  are  then  considered  ;  the 
first  beini^snpposed  to  originate  in  the  con- 
stitution uid  distribution  of  the  Indian  ar- 
ray, its  peculiar  habits,  and  its  supposed 
pretensions,  arising  out  of  an  erroneous  con- 
sideration and  comparison  of  the  nntnre  c€ 
its  services,  with  those  of  the  civil  branch 
of  the  company's  servants,  from  a  mixtore 
of  the  company's  with  the  king's  Ibrcea  ; 
from  extraordinary  indulgence  sliewn  to  tkm 
former,  from  a  notion  consequently  enter- 
tained by  it,  of  its  own  importance,  and  of 
the  ima^nary  power  of  its  officers  over  tlie 
Bttive  ei^ablisbmeDt  of  troops,  fron  C9m* 
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binati<yi^  originally  tolerated,  or  not  sup- 
pressed by  the  local  goveroment,  which 
proceeded  from  stage  to  stage,  until  the 
actors  or  movers  in  them  became  impa- 
tient of  all  contronl,  terminating  in  a  de- 
cided revolt  of  the  majority  of  tlie  oflicers 
of  the  army.  In  support  of  these  asser- 
tions, the  correspondence  of  certain  offi- 
cers, in  extensive  or  more  limited  command, 
as  well  as  the  reports  of  the  government  ou 
the  conduct  of  Individuals,  or  particular 
transactions  are  referred  to.  From  tlie  se- 
parate, distinct,  and  occasional  acts  of  par- 
ticular persons  at  stated  times,  which  are 
recapitulated  in  this  part  of  (he  paper,  the 
general  revolt  at  a  subsequent  sera,  is  at- 
tempted to  be  inferred. 

The  conduct  of  ^neral  Mc  Dowall,  as 
explained,  oth^r  thmgs, indeed,  coopera- 
tmg  with  it,  such  as  the  unreasonable  ex- 
pectations of  the  army,  is  mentioned  as 
the  prominent  proximate  cause  of  the  dis- 
affection. 

After  explaining  in  detail  the  progress 
of  the  discontent  and  revolt,  and  utYer  as- 
cribing the  whole  to  the  ungovernable  spi- 
rit and  insubordination  of  the  officers  of 
the  army,  and  drawing  opposite  conclu- 
sions from  the  facts  stated,  and  relied  on  by 
tbe  dissentient  directors,  the  Paper  pro- 
ceeds. ■ 

We  have  now  goi>e  tlirongh  tlic  review 
nvhich  we  proposed  to  ourselves  of  the  ori- 
gin and  progress  of  the  disputes  between 
Sie  officers  of  the  Madras  army,  and  the  go-  . 
vemmentof  that  presidency.  And  we  ti-ust 
that  it  has  been  demonstrated,  by  the  great 
body  of  facti  and'  evidences  which  we  have 
produced,  that  the  aggression  did  not  begin 
on  the  part  of  government,  but  on  tliat  of 
the  officers  :  that  the  progress  of  di>affcc- 
tion  and  hostility  among  the  officers  was 
owing  essentially,  not  to  the  want  of  conci- 
liation in  government,  which  acted  consti- 
tutionally in  defence  of  its  own  rights,  but 
to  inveterate  spirit  ot  an  insubordination 
and  pretension,  which  seditious  acts  had  in- 
flamed in  the  officers,  who  aimed  at  unal- 
lowable or  illegal  objects  by  criminal  means; 
and  that  the  snpprcssfon  of  the  revolt  was 
effected  by  a  wise  and  vigorous  application 
of  the  resources  of  the  Fort  St.  George  go- 
vernment. 

Of  the  many  instructive  les  ?ons  which 
the  history  of  this  remarkable  affair  fur- 
nishes, lessons  which  we  tnist  will  not  be 
disregarded,  it  may  be  permitted  to  us  to 
advert  to  one  or  two  connected  with  tlie 
scope  of  this  paper :  the  first  is  the  im- 
portance of  maintaining  in  unimpaired  vi- 
gour the  authority  of  our  Indian  govern- 
jnents.  Ever  since  we  have  4>ossesscd  ter- 
ritory in  India,  there  has  been  a  disposi- 
tion in  the  European  body  there,  particu- 
larly the  military  officers,  to  enlarge  their 
own  powers  and  privileges.  The  great 
lord  Clive  was  very  early  sensible  of  this 
truihf  and,  in  the  year  1765,  thos  delivered 


his  sentiments  npon  ft  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors :  "  this  regulation  (to  increase  the 
number  of  military  officers  of  rank)  bene- 
ficial and  necessary  as  it  15,  will,  notwith- 
standing, be  productive  of  one  dangerous 
evil,  if  not  constantly  guarded  against  by 
the  autliority  of  the  governor  and  council, 
supported  and  enforced  by  the  higherj)ow- 
ers  at  home.    The  evil  I  mean  to  apprise 
you  of,  is  the  encroachment  of  the  mili- 
tary upon  tlie  civil  jurisdiction,  and  an  at- 
tempt to  be  independent  of  their  authority. 
A  spirit  of  .this  kind  has  always  been  visi- 
ble :  our  ntmost  vigiUmce,  therefore,  is  re- 
quisite to  suppress  it,  or  at  least  to  take 
care  that  it  shall  not  actually  prevail.    I 
have  been  at  some  paiiu  to  inculcate  a  to- 
tal ^subjection  of  tlie  army  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  I  doubt  not  you  will  ever  main- 
tain that  principle."    And  early  in  1767  the 
same  distinguislied' man,  then  taking  his 
leave  of  the  government  of  Bengal,  tliinks 
it  important  to  inculcate  the  same  senti- 
ment still  more  forcibly,  and  in  relation  to 
the  civil  as  well  as  military  servants.  '*  No 
regulation  can  be  carried  into  execution,  no 
order  obeyed,  if  you  do  not  make  rigorous 
examples  of  the  disobedient.      Upon  this 
point  I  rest  the  welfare  of  the  compahy  in 
Bengal.    The  servants  are  now  brought  to 
a  proper  sense  of  tlieir  duty.    If  y^u  slack- 
en the  reins  of   government,  anairs  will 
soon  revert  to  their  former  channel ;  anar- 
chy and  corruption  will  again  prevail,  and, 
.  elate  with  a  new  victory,  be  too  headstrong 
for  any  future  effoi-ts  of  government.  He- 
calto  your  memories  the  many  attempts 
that  have  been  made  in  the  civil  and   uuli- 
tary  departments,  to  overcome  our  autho- 
rity, and  to  sot  up  akind  of  independency 
against  the  court  of  directors.      Reflect 
also  on  the  resolute  measures  we  have  pur- 
sued,  and   their  wholesome  effects.     Dis- 
obedience to  legal  power  is  the  first  step  to 
sedition  ;  and  palhative  remedies  effect  no 
cure.     Every   tender   compliance,    every 
condescension  on  your  paits,  will  only  en- 
courace  more  flagrant  attacks,  which  will 
daily  increase  in  strength,  and  be  at  last  in 
vain  resisted."    ,...'*  I  repeat^  tliat 
you  must  not  fail  to  exact  the  most  impli- 
cit obedience  to  your  orders.     Dismiss  or 
suspend  from  the  service   any  man  who 
sliall  dare  to  dispute  your  authority.    If 
you  deviate  from  the  principle  upon  which 
we  have  hitherto  acted,  and  upon  which  you 
are  conscious  you  ought  to  proceed, or  if 
you  do  not  make  a  proper  use  of  that  pow- 
er witii  which  you  aye  invested,  I  shall  hold 
myself  acquitted,  as  I  do  now  protest  against 
the  conseauences." 

The  Iciiislaturc,  since  his  lordship**  time, 
has,  by  various  acts,  happily  and  wisely 
placed  a  great  degree  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  administrators  of  British 
India;  both  the  adminii<trators  abroad 
and  those  to  Wiiosc  control  tluy  arc  sub- 
ject at  home.    But  vigilance  and  resolution 
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in  the  exercise  of  tliat  power  are  still  and 
ever   will  he    necessary.      The    mainte- 
nance of  It  in  its  form  and  spirit,  both  in 
India  and  in  Fjigland,  is,  as  we  conceive, 
necessary  to  the  presir nation  of  our  eas- 
tern empire.    If  the  will  of  the  community 
in  India,  Native  or  EUirepean,  military  or 
civil,  comf,  fitlicr  by  compulsion  or  in- 
fluence oil  t>ieir  side,  or  b>  relaxation  on 
the  part  of  govt  mm»>nt,  to  dictate  in  the 
cnoiceof  public  measures  and  public  men, 
there  is  an  end  of  the  supremacy  of  thia^ 
country,  and  of  the  company,  over  India. 
That  siipremaf  V  stanos  of  falls,  is  pre- 
served or  impaired,  as  the  local  govern- 
ments arn  maintained  in  due  vigour,  or  de- 
cline in' o  fcbleness:  and  all   advances  to 
a  preponderance  of  local  influence,  eitlier 
by  undermiuin^  or  overawing  the  consti- 
tutional authority  of  those  governments, 
must  proportionably  diminish  their  effici- 
ency, and  the  security  of  that  system  of 
administration  on  which  tiie  weltare  of 
both  countries  so  much  dc  pends.    There 
Ss  a  tendency  in  every  community,  espe- 
cially of  Europeans  settled  in  distant  de- 
pendencies of  tlieir  raotlier  country,  to 
prefer  the  local  interests  of  tliose  depen- 
cies,  to  aim  at    local   influence  in   their 
public  affairs,  and  to  make  the  voice  and 
opinions  of  tlieir  community  the  standard 
of  rigiit  and  wrong  in  respect  to  tliose  af- 
fairs.    Wherever  their  opinions  come  in 
opposition  to  the  local  government,  they 
should   be  regarded  with  great  caution. 
Local  governments  are  to  be  punished  for 
misconduct,  especially  that  which  tends  to 
alieoate  t^e  atfrctions  of  tlie  people ;  bnt 
Tarely  indeed  should  the  judgment  of  tJie 
local  comnmnity  be  alUwed  any  lead  in  this 
natter.    A  governor  may  render  himself 
obnoxious  to  tlie  people  under  him,  by  a 
BteadV  adherence  to  public  duty,  at  the 
sacrifice  of  tltc  private  interests  of  others, 
and  his  own   popularity ;  and  the  conse- 

amnce  may  be,  a  combination  to  run  him 
own,  and,  by  discrediting  his  measures 
or  embarrassini!  his  eovemment,  to  cflTect 
a  change.  Such  an  eflTect  would  in  reality 
strengthen  the  local  influence,  and  propor- 
tionaDly  diminish  the  power  of  the  consti- 
tutional autiiorities.  The  legal  authority, 
therefore,  of  government  in  India,  ooght 
to  be  maintained  in  its  fiUl  vifonr  ;  not  in 
iriew  to  the  interest  of  tlie  individuals  who 
may  happen  to  be  in  the  government,  but 
to  the  interest  of  the  state.  The  popular 
'  voice  may  speak  truth  and  reason,  and 
there  it  ought  to  be  attended  to;  not  be- 
cause it  is  popular,  bot  because  it  is  just. 
The  popnlar  voice  of  colonial  establish- 
ments will  generally  be  for  local  interests. 
It  is  certainly  the  easier  and  more  popular 
way  for  a  gOTemor  to  lend  himselr  to  pri- 
vate or  partial  interests  when  in  opposition 
to  those  of  the  public,  or  to  temporise  and 
bend  when  a  steady  adherence  to  doty  ap- 
pears to  be  attended  inritb  eoi^ct  or  dan« 


ger :  and  he  may  then  too  be  tempted  t» 
think  the  most  convenient  way  also  the  sa- 
fest.    But  when  a  numerous  body  is  united 
in  the  pursuit  of  important  interests,  par- 
ticularly when  a  great  body  of  European 
military-  officers  of  onr  Indian  armies  are 
combined  to  struggle  for  favourite  objects, 
they  are  not  to  be  diverted  by  words  or  com- 
plai&ance.    To  hold  a  temporizing  conduct 
is  b  ut  the  preliminary  to  concession,  and  con- 
cession in  such  circnmstances  is  defeat — the 
defeat  of  legitimate  authority — and  the  tri- 
umph of  a  lM>dy  which  ought  to  have  what- 
ever is  reasonable  by  voluntary  grant,  but 
not  even  what  is  reasonable  through   the 
instrnmcntality  of  encroachment  or  asnr- 
pation.    In  maintaining  these  sentimfots 
we  think  we  consult  the  permanent  inter- 
est of  the  couiimmity,  military  and  civil, 
as  well  as  that  of  tiie  Indian  governments 
and  of  this  nation.   We,  not  less  than  those 
who  have  used  the  language  of  indulgence 
with  respect  to  all  the  late  excesses  of  the 
army,  are  sincere  well-wishers  to  their  last* 
ing  welfare  and  fame.    We  are  aware  thai 
the  I  malignant  arts  of  a  few  desigoint;  per- 
sont>,  and  the  raslmess  of  many  imxperi- 
enced  ones,  have  essentially  contributed  to 
produce  the  astonishing  spectacle   wliich 
has  lately  been  exliibited.  ^  We  de-eply  la- 
ment the  errors  of  the  military,   and  wish 
perfect  amity  to  be  restoreel  between  then 
and  their  superiors  :  but  tiiese  sentiments 
do  not  require,  nor  can  any  thing  induce  w 
to  compromise  the  unalterable  principles 
of  good  government,  on  the  maintenance 
of  which  the  true  happiness  of  all  society 
must  depend.  • 

From  tlic  preceding  doctrine  a  qnestion 
naturally  arises,  concerning  the  infloence 
which  the  unpopularity  of  any  Indian  go- 
vernment oucht  to  have  upon  the jud^nnent 
and  conduct  of  the  Indian  authorities  at 
home.  It  is  obviously  extremely  desiiable 
on  various  accounts,  particularly  for  the 
easy  transaction  of  the  pubUc  busineiw  and 
the  satisfaction  of  those  living  under  the 
government,  tliat  its  character  should  be 
popular  ;  but  it  is  obvious  ako,  that  pop«- 
farity  ought  not  to  be  purchased  at  the  ex- 
pense of  principle,  or  of  the  public  inttrest; 
and  tliat  as  it  may  be  acquired  by  impro- 
per sacrifices,  so  it  may  be  lost  by  an  ad- 
herence to  the  obligations  of  duty.  When 
discussions  arise  in  any  state  or  commn- 
nity,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  party 
which  is  in  opposition  to  the  ^ovemmenC 
will  represent  its  proceedings  in  an  nnia- 
voarable  maimer.  In  such  a  case,  the  mere 
fact  of  its  being  unpopular  determines  no- 
thing. Before  that  net  is  adopted  "here, 
as  a  charge  against  a  ^vemment,  the 
causes  of  the  unpopularity  ou|^hl  to  be 
fiurly  investigated.  If  the  stabihty  of  the 
governments  abroad  is  to  depend  on  the 
voice  of  local  faction  or  party,  or  on  the 
opinions^  more  or  less  general,  which  local 
comnuuuties  may  b^  iiKlaced  to  adopt,  and 
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■ot  on  Uie  reason  of  tliing»;  there  is  an  end 
of  the  supremacy  of  the  executive  body  at 
home.  On  this  account  even  when  gorem- 
menbi  are  wrong,  and  are  seen  to*  be  so  by 
the  unbiassed  sense  of  those  around  them, 
it  should  be  demonstrated  tiiat  the  autho- 
rities here  act  from  their  own  deliberate 
judgment,  and  not  from  extraneous  influen- 
ces. •    j 

In  the  case  now  before!  us,  of  Sir  G. 
Barlow,  against  whom  the  charge  of  nn- 
popnlartty  is  oAen  and  vehemently  urged 
m  this  country,  it  is  manifest  that  the 
causes  whence*  his  anpopularity  at  Fort 
St.  George  has  chiefly  sprun*r,  are  the 
aflair  of  Mr.  Sherson,  the  proceedings 
connected  with  the  Camatic  debts,  and 
the  discontents  of  the  officers  of  the  ar- 
my. In  all  these  cases,  the  objects  for 
which  he  and  the  minority  of  the  coun- 
cil contended  were  public  principle  and 
public  justice,  the  just  interest  and  au- 
thority of  the  company,  in  opposition  to 
private  interest,  which  was  deeply  con- 
remed  in  every  one  of  these  cases.  He 
had  also  to  carry  into  effect  the  difficult 
but  necessary  workof  great  retrenchments, 
which  hardly  any  efforts  on  the  part  of  a 
government  can  render  palatable  ;  and  it 
has  appeared  what  an  extraordinary  com- 
bination of  factions  lie  had  to  resist.  He 
is  not,  as  far  as  we  know,  accused  of  hav- 
ing acted  from  selfish  or  interested  views 
— the  charges^  against  his  personal  charac- 
ter respecting  chiefly  his  temper  and  man- 
ner. He  is  repiesented  as  cold  and  re- 
pulsive, then,  (not  ver^  consistently)  as 
violent  and  harsh ;  and  it  would  seem  from 
all  these  accounts,  as  if  his  manners  had 
no  small  inflaence  in  producing  the  re- 
bellion. But  we  do  not  understand  tliat 
Sir  G.  Barlow  has  in  >fact'been  impelled,^ 
as  frequent  expressions  in  tlie  dissents  be- 
fore us  might  lead  tlie  reader  to  conceive, 
from  any  thing  violei^t,  harsh,  or  irasci- 
ble in  his  diaracter.  We  are  led  to  be- 
lieve that  he  is  a  man  of  a  calm,  temperate, 
miod;  and  though  he  is  unpopular  with 
those  to  whose  ambition  or  interest  his 
sense  of  duty  has  placed  bun  in  opposition, 
or  with  other*  influenced  by  tlieir  re- 
presentations,  yet  we  cannot  easily  express 
our  sense  of  the  injustice  done  him,  when 
he  is  described  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Pattison,  himself  entirely  unacquainted 
with  the  scene,  as  **  held  in  execration  by 
a  whole  settlement,  civil  and  military  f 
and  by  Mr.  Elphmstone,  who,  taking  oc- 
casion to  speak  of  another  gentleman, 
Ucutenant-colonel  Leith,  an  officer  liigh- 
1^  dbtingniabed  by  hb  talents,  and  his 
faithful  able  discharge  of  the  difficult  and 
obnoxious  office  of  judge  advocate  general, 
is  pleased  to  say,  that  *'  he  is  a  man  al- 
most aa  much  detested  as  Sir  G«  Barlow 
iumself."  Nor  can  we  forbear  remark- 
ing here,  that,  it  is  in  papers  wherein 
pasiaget  of  this  nature  art  not  nnfre* 


i]nently  fbund,  wherein  Sir  O.  Bariow 
is  charged  ^vith  intentionally  keeping  back 
the  records,  (when,  as  it  nbw  appears, 
tliere  was  nothing  kjept  back  or  concealed,) 
with  monstrous  absurdity,  with  folly,  and 
wickedness  ;— that  he  is*  also  represented, 
on  the  ground  of  his  public  writings, 
which,  in  our  humble  opinion,  are  con- 
spicuous for  temperate  manner  and  official 
style,  as  dealing  *^  in  violent,  malignant 
invective,*' — "  in  abusive  laniua^e  without 
measure,  attacking  lespectable  characters, 
without  either  proof  or  probability  to 
support  his  assertion^."  Though  these  last 
churj^es  are  founded  on  Sir  G.  Barlow's 
writings,  of  which,  as  tlicy  are  now  print- 
ed, the  world  will  judge,  the  opinion  'in 
general  delivered  by  the  authors  of  the 
dissents  respecting  his  character  must 
have  been  adopted  from  the  reports  of 
others,  as  these  gentlemen  themselves  had 
no  personal  knowledge  of  him.  Those 
opinions,  entirely  coincide  with  the  repre- 
sentations of  his  adversaries,  as  do  the 
views  of  the  transactions  at  Madras,  given 
generally  in  the  dissents ;  which,  in  our 
apprehension,  fomisli  a  very  remarkable 
instance  of  judging  against  the  great  mass 
of  recorded  evidence,  and  according  to  the 
tenor  of  anonymous,  interested,  unproved, 
accusation.  This  appears  still  more  striking 
when  a  fact,  whicii  we  believe  to  be  un- 
disputed, is  considered;  namely,  that 
every  one  of  the  authors  of  those  dissents 
voted,  a  very  short  time  before  the  date  of 
them,  for  the  continuance  of  Sir  G.  Barlow 
as  governor  in  a  new  commission  for  the 
government  of  Madras. 

But,  after  all.  Sir  G.  Barlow  appears  to 
have  lived  in  entire  cordiality  with  a  most 
respectable  part  of  the  commonitv  of 
For^  St  George,  includmg  the  eminent 
person  who  presides  in  the  court  of  justice 
there,  two  of  the  members  of  council,  the 
successor  to  general  Macdowall  in  the 
eoanRiand  of  the  arm^r,  and  other  dis- 
tinguished servants,  civil  and  military,  as 
well  as  to  have  carried  on  the  public  busi- 
ness in  great  harmony  with  the  supreme 
government  and  the  other  presidencies, 
and  with  the  commanders  of  his  majesty's 
squadron. 

If,  in  pursuing  through  thorny  paths, 
those  •  laudable  objects  which  have  been 
described,  he  had  even  somewhat  erred  in  hit 
course,  he  would  still  be  entitled  to  our 
respect ;  but  if,  from  principle  and  duty, 
he  has,  unswayed  by  all  the  influence  with 
which  :ie  was  surrounded,  and  anawed  by 
the  most  formidable  combinatioos,  any 
governor  had  to  contend^with,  sacrificed  so 
many  personal  considerations,  and  hazarded 
all  personal  conseouences ;  if  he  has  also, 
by  extraordmary  rortitude,  energy,  and 
ability,  crushed  faction,  subdued  rebellion, 
and  established  the  just  authority  and  dig- 
nity of  govemmeat,  he  has  exhibited  ahi^ 
(uuusple  of  public  rUtne  wd  publi*  Mrviee 
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as  honooraUe  to  the  country,  ai  it  would  be 
dUuri^ceful  to  it  to  reward  such  a  m^  with 
obloquy  and  condemnation. 

We  come  now  to  the  question  of  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Petrie  from  tite  council  of 
Fort  St  Geortre,  and  the  reasons  on  which 
that  measure  was  founded. 

Concerning  the  time  and  manner  in  wlurh 
the  question  vm  brought  forward  in  the 
court  of  directors,  the  circumstances  and 
the  motives  which  led  to  the  introduction  of 
it  at  that  time ;  the  niauner  in  which  the 
▼oteH  were  pven  0|(K>n  it,  and  an  uiibiasfted 
majority  (inally  decided  for  a  new  cora- 
missioo  of  ico vemment,  wherein  tlie  name 
of  Mr.  Petrie  wan  omitted,  the  late  chair- 
man and  deputy  chairman,  in  opposition  to 
the  representations  given  in  the  diments, 
have  laid  before  the  court  a  justificatory 
atatement,  to  tlie  accuracy  of  which,  as 
fur  as  It  describes  what  passed  in  the  Mttinj^s 
of  the  court,  we  must  bear  our  testimony, 
and  we  tmst  it  will  be  found  effectually  to 
settle  all  these  preliminary  points. 

But  to  some  other  points  of  a  preliminary 
nature,  we  must  ourselves  particularly 
apeak. 

llic  dissents  irenerally  assert,  m  substance, 
what  has  been  peremptorily  a^rroed  in 
print,  iu  die  introduction  to  Mr.  Petrie*s 
statement,  that  he  has  **^  been  dismissed 
IW>m  his  situation  in  council,  for  no  other 
reason  than  his  having  presnmed  (in  coni- 
ptiance  with  his  duty,  and  witli  the  repeat- 
ed orders  of  the  court  of  directors  to  the 
members  of  their  ditferent  councils)  to 
record,  in  decorous  and  modest  laneuaire, 
bis  dissent  to  proceedinsn  which  he  con« 
sidered  to  be  subversive  of  the  law,  and 
danprcrous  to  the  public  service.**  To  this 
Ussertir'n  we  must  oppose  the  most  positive 
and  distinct  denial,  as  we  did  to  the  same 
aUcj^ation  when  first  advanced  in  tlie  dis- 
cussion in  court.  iVnd  we  must  also  com- 
bat a  dani^erons  principle,  which  may  be 
implied  iu  or  deduce^  from  the  unfonnded 
lUM:ount  here  given.  True  it  is,  the  court 
of  directors  have  encounisred  and  required 
that  the  members  of  tlieir  governments 
•hall  state  on  the  minuter  of  council,  in 
temperate  and  decorons  language,  their 
rea<ions  for  dissenting  to  measures  of  im- 
portance adopted  by  the  majority.  We 
approve  of  tliose  instnictiom,  and  intend 
to  abide  bv  them ;  but  it  never  was  the 
meaning  of  the  court  of  directors,  that  a 
gentleman's  recording  his  opinion  in  oppo- 
sition to  any  measure  should  exonerate  him 
from  responsibility  fhr  that  opinion,  and 
for  the  line  of  conduct  followed  by  him  in 
re>pect  to  that  measure.  Such  a  construc- 
tion would  afford  an  easy  refuge  from  the 
consequences  of  the  roost  exceptionable 
proceeduig,  and  destroy  one  great  use  of 
the  regulation,  which  is  not  only  to  bring 
before  the  court  of  directors  all  tlje  ail- 
ments against,  as  well  as  those  for  great 
VMsum,  but  to  iflbrd  tb^n  th«  meani 


of  judging  more  ttrictly  of  the  eoodect, 
priaciples,  and  tatents  of  every  member  of 
foveromeut.  And  it  is  further  to  be  ob- 
served on  this  head,  that  in  the  eiicoariigi]^ 
Uie  exercise  of  a  decent  freedom  of  opinioB, 
the  court  of  directors  have  utterly  pfx>- 
hibited  all  factious  opposition. 

We  therefcHre  totally  denv  alM  the  nn- 
warianted  conclusion  assumed  in  the  dis- 
sents, tliat  the  councils  of  our  leovemiiieau 
abroad  will  henceforth  be  reduced  to  a  cy* 
pher,  and  the  uoveroor  possess  the  sde 
power,  whereby  the  government  will  be 
rendered  aibitrary.  The  conclusion  being 
deduced  from  unfonnded  premises  falb  of 
itself:  but  besides  that  the  present  mea- 
sure u>  not  likely  to  lead  practically  to  any 
such  doctrine  m  India,  it  will  always  be 
tme  that  a  counsellor  cannot  divest  Imbi- 
self  of  responsibilirv  Hny  more  in  svpport- 
ine  than  in  oppo>ini;  the  measures  of  a 
majority. 

Secondly.  It  is  to  be  carefully  remem- 
bered that  the  real  question  before  ns,  was 
not  simply  whether  Mr.  Petrie  slionid  be 
romoveo  from  council,  but  whether  he 
who,  tlirouch  the  whole  progress  of  a  roost 
arduous  period,  had  opposed  that  course  of 
measures  which  the  authorities  at  home 
have  judged  to  have  been  proper  and  ne- 
cessary, or  eitlier  of  the  other  two  civil 
members  of  council,  who  had  nnitbrmly 
supported  that  course  of  measures,  should 
be  continued  in  the  council.  There  was 
a  necessity  of  removing  one,  sir  Saraoel 
Auciimtity,  the  newly  appointed  conumafed- 
er-in-chief,  having  been  also  nominated  to 
be  second  in  council,  and  the  whole  omn- 
ber  of  counsellors  beinj?  b>  law  limited  to 
three.  The  question  then  was  whether 
Mr.  Petrie,  vrho  had  opposed  those  mea« 
surcs,  or  one  of  the  other  two  members, 
.both  of  whom  had  supported  them,  shoukl 
be  removed.  The  dissents,  in  discn^ng 
this  measure,  ha ve^  introduced,  we  think 
improperly,  allusions  to  personal  motiTes 
which  may  have  biassed  in  the  adoption  of 
it.  We  tru^  tliat  we  might  safely  leave 
our  characters  to  speak  Ibr  -  tfaeraeelvcs 
against  any  allusion  of  that  nature  ;  bat  ia 
a  time  of  so  much  misrepresentation,  we 
tliink  it  not  amiss  to  declare,  each  fVom  con- 
sciousness in  himself,  and  from  belief  for 
the  whole,  that  we  have  been  governed  in 
this  aflfiiir  by  the  great  motives  of  public 
duty  and  public  good.  "  That  Mr.  Petrie*fc 
defence  has  not  been  heard,*  and  "  that  he 
has  been  removed  on  ctandestiBe  evidence^' 
we  are  surprised  to  see  some  6f  the  dissents 
asserting,  when  his  minute  is  a  professed 
defence,  delivered  by  himself-  to  the  board 
of  Madras,  in  answer  to  the  charges  brought 
against  him  by  sir  O.  Barlow ;  and  when  it 
was  acknowledged  by  some  of  his  support- 
ers, in  the  disctissioil  of  the  sabfect,  that 
there  could  be  OO' doubt  of  ^e  aothentictty 
of  the  copy  of  tfattt  document,  laid  before 
the  cf  art  under  the  signature  of  the  sta^ 
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ttry  to  the  pfovernnmit  of  Fort  St.  Geor^. 
We  acted  npon  the  statement  of  tliose  char- 
l*e«  by  sir  G.  Barlow,  and  that  defence  by 
Sir.  Petrie,  not  upon  anonymons  pnbHca- 
tions  of  any  description,  as  seems  to  be  idly 
sannised^  nor  upon  private  applicatioDynor 
to  ^pratify  any  individual.  And  as  to  tlie 
objection  made,  when  those  documents  so 
authenticated  were  laid  before  the  court ; 
**  that  tiie  Madras  consultations  were  not 
ihen  arrtved,"  an  objection  which  was  over- 
ruled from  the  exigency  of  the  case,  and  the 
apprehended  sufficiency  of  those  docu- 
ments, particularly  the  evidence  from  the 
defence  of  Mr.  Pctrie  himself,  it  has  been 
foinki  that  those  consultations,  since  re- 
ceived, contain  nothing  more  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  dissents  have  also  introduced  a  com- 
parison between  tbe  merits  and  services  of 
Mr.  Petrie  and  sir  G.  Barlow.  The  mea- 
tore  of  removing  Mr.  Petrie  which  a  sense  of 
duty  imposed  on  us,  we  adopted  vrith  re- 
luctance, but  with  uo  wish  to  say  or  do  any 
thing  which  might  add  to  the  pain  he  must 
naturally  feel  on  such  an  occasion.  Those 
-gentlemen  who  espoused  his  cansf>  have,  by 
anraignin/;  that  measure,  forced  us  into  a 
defence  of  it,  and  hence,  into  an  examina- 
tion of  Mr.  Petrie's  conduct,^  which  we 
would  otherwise  have  avoided.  We  think 
this  comparison  was  still  less  expedient. 
Had  the  arduous  task  been  accomplished  of 
establishing  by  argument,  (a  mode  which 
has  not  been  adopted,)  tlmt  Mr.  Petrie  was 
right  in  the  line  of  conduct  he  held  respect- 
ing alt  the  controverted  questions,  it  would 
still  have  remained  an  undertaking  of  no 
small  difficulty  to  prove  that  Mr.  Petrie's 
preceding  services  had  surpassed  in  impor- 
tance aind  merit  those  of  sir  George 
Bariow.  But  we  do  not  feel  ourselves  cal- 
led upon  to  occupy  time  in  discussing  a 
question  upon  which  we  confess,  without 
meaning  any  disrespect  to  Mr.  Petrie,  we 
were  not  aware,  until  we  saw  tiie  difsents, 
that  the  opinion  advanced  upon  it  in  them 
had  been  at  all  entertained.  Only  as  to  the 
extent  of  time  and  the  employments  in 
which  the  two  gentlemen  have  served  the 
company,  we  should  just  observe,  that  it  is 
indeed  above  forty  years  since  Mr.  Pctrie 
entered  the  service,  but  that  he  has  parsed 
only  twenty-eight  years  in  India,  having 
1>ec3i,  since  his  nrst  appointment,  four  times 
«t  home,  twice  for  six  years  at  a  time ; 
whence  it  is  natural  he  should  be  better 
known  here  than  sir  G.  Barlow,  wlio  has 
never  been  itf  Ens  land  since  he  first  entered 
the  service  in  1778,  a  period  of  thirty-one 
yws.  With  respect  to  employments,  Mr. 
Petrie,  after  having  held  several  respecta- 
We  ofhces  for  short  periods,  became  inci- 
dentally a  member  of  council  for  six  weeks 
w»  3787.  In  1788  the, court  passed  some 
animndversion  on  one  part  or  his  conduct 
111  a  paramph  to  Madras,  which  wa» 
MiiiGk  oat  Dy  tbe  board  of  commissionen; 


and  an  approbation  substituted.  In  1789 
he  came  back  the  third  time  to  England 
with  a  recommendation  from  the  Madras 
government  **  that  he  might  be"  (not  extra- 
ordinarily remunerated  or  distinguisued 
but)  **  ailowed  to  return  to  the  nt-rvice 
when  his  health  should  permit."  In  1791  he 
went  again  to  Madras,  with  the  appointment 
from  home  of  third  in  council,  and  to  suc- 
ceed pro  tempore  to  the  government  in  case 
of  vacancy ;  but  in  179^  he  came  home  the 
fourth  time.  In  1798  he  returned  to  Ma- 
dras with  the  apiMHutment  from  England 
of  a  seat  in  council,  and  the  teiaporary  mo 
cession  to  the  government.  In  180^^,  Mr. 
Petrie  was  presented  by  the  court,  as  is 
stated  in  one  of  the  dissents,  with  the  sum 
of  1(),00()  pagodas,  <*  as  ar:ark  of  the  high 
sense  they  entertained  of  his  long  and  faith- 
ful services.**  His  time  of  actual  service 
then  amounted  in  all  to  about  20  years  :  and 
as  thispresent,  wliich  was  given  wheu  lord 
Williaffi  Bentinck  was  appointed  successor 
to  lord  Clive,  is  quoted  to  aggravate  the  a)- 
Icdged  injustice  of  his  late  removal,  we 
must  fairly  say,  that  if  it  is  intended  ta  ad^ 
duce  the  present  as  a  "  proof  *'  of  the  supe- 
riority of  Mr.  Petrie*^  services,  in  length  or 
in  value,  to  those  of  many  other  servants 
not  so  remnnerated,  a  review  of  facts  will 
not,  in  our  opinion,  support  the  intention. 
Mr.  Petrie  has  remained  in  India  since 
1798  i  and  the  course  of  his  service  under 
the  govemlnents  «/f  lord  Clive,  lord  William 
Bentick,  and  sir  George  Barlow,  with  the 
short  period  of  less  than  four  months  in 
which  he  held  ihe  government  himself,  is 
sufficiently  known.  Sir  G.  Barlow  is  known 
to  have  devoted  himself,  through  the  whole 
of  his  servi<-f',  to  an  uninterrupted  course 
of  public  laoours,  by  wlach  he  has  been^ 
ever  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  17 S^, 
that  is,  soon  after  lord  Comwallis  entered 
on  the  government  of  India,  eminently  dis- 
tinguished. In  the  year  I7«8lie  was  ap. 
pointed  to  the  charge  of  the  secretaryship 
of  tlie  revenue  department,  and  neld  it 
during  all  the  period  in  which  t!»e  great 
institutions  of  lord  Comwallis  respecting 
the  land  tenures  of  Ben*;al,  and  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  were  framed.  In  t796 
he  was  called  to  the  ardnons  employment 
of  chief  secretary  to  the  •ovinimont,  and 
in  180iirf  appointed  a  menibt '  of  the  snpvf  me 
government.  He  bus  been  tM ice  nominated 
successor  to  the  office  of  govenr  r-i.ener.il, 
has  filled  that  office  two  years,  w.is  rernnv- 
ed  from  it  only  by  his  niajestvV  warrant, 
and  was  m  1807  appointed  to  tlie  lovcm- 
ment  of  Madras.  So  far  are  Uie  listinionies 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Petrie  Yi<»m  hi  in  '*  nn- 
prcoedented  iuthe  4nnaK  of  tbe  coi»  paiiv," 
— an  exprtssiou  whicli  snijui^*  d  u^ — I'lat, 
if  the  public  records  are  ron.snlted,  fiio^e  in 
favour  of  sir  G.  Barlow,  b«»th  fro.r  Ijomic 
and  from  lodin,  will  be  found  mon-  nuTiie- 
roos  and  more  strong 
-  Fowthly.    As,  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
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cedinf(  rcivew,  we  Imre  been  led  to  advert 
to  c(  rtain  facts  and  documents  which  were 
not  under  the  notice  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors when  the  measure  of  removing  Mr. 
Petrie  was  adopted,  we  desire  to  be  under- 
sttod  as  not  resting  that  measure  in  any  de^ 
grec  upon  them,  t^it  as  quoting  them  only 
to  iiit'strate  the  propriety  of  it,  and  the  me 
ri's  of  the  general  questions  under  discns- 
sion.  But  having,  in  the  same  review- 
taken  frequent  occasion  to  deliver  our  sen, 
timents  upon  particular  points  in  the  opi- 
nions or  conduct  of  Mr.  Petrie,  which  are 
either  professed  in  his  minute,  or  fairly 
deducible  from  it,  or  are  eucidated  by 
otiier  facts  publicly  known  at  the  time  of 
bis  removal,  we  must  request  that,  though 
our  observations  of  that  mature  cannot  be 
recapitulated  here,  they  may  be  considered 
as  having  then  iafiuenced  xmr  judgment  and 
as  bcinx  now  urged  in  support  ot  it.  And 
whenever  our  conduct  in  relation  to  this  af- 
fair shall  be  examined,  we  protest  *^n8t 
excludinfij,  in  tlie  consideration  of  it,  the 
atoregoin?  observations,  more  particidarly, 
though  not  exclusively,  those  wliich  relate 
to  the  questions  concerning  general  Mac- 
dowall,  colonel  Capper  and  major  Boles, 
the  discontents  of  the  officers,  the  suspen- 
sions of  tiie  1st  of  May*  the  test  of  tlie  i6th 
July,  and  the  causes  which  terminated  the 
rtvult. 

'  Fifthly.  We  shall,  therefore,  after  these 
inttoductory  remarks,  proceed  to  state  in  a 
summary  way,,  under  genera]  heads,  the 
grounds  upon  which  our  opinion  was  form- 
ed, and  we  tliink  is  justified,  that  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Petrie  from  council  was  pro- 
per and  necessary. 

i^U  Mr.  Petne  was,  iu  our  judgment, 
totally  .wrong  in  his  whole  system  of 
policy  \^ith  respect  to  the  officers  of  the 
army.  We  do  not  mean  that  concilia- 
tion is  not  at  all  times  dt^sirable,  and  ought 
not  to  have  been  preferred  if  it  had  been 
practicable;  but  that  the  insubordinate 
seditions  conduct  of  tlie  officers  left  no 
mians  of  conciliation  on  the  part  ot'  go- 
vernment, unless  passive  submission  to 
insult  and  degradation  be  called  such,  and 
that  tliese  mean^  would  only  have  increased 
the  measure  of  military  usurpation,  and 
rendeied  the  government  incompetent  to 
the  proper  performance  of  the  high  duties 
entmsteil  to  it.  Mr.  Petrie,  in  the  whole 
of  his  conduct  and  reasonings,  seems  not 
to  have  seriously  taken  into  his  contem- 
plation, the  credit,  efiiciency,  or  secu- 
rity of  the  government.  He  has  indeed 
spoken  of  "  dignity,  firmness,  modera- 
tion,*' (if  an  **  appropriate  general  order," 
f wiiich  would,  as  we  have  shewn,  have 
Deen^tt.act  of  imbecility)  of  "  producing 
happier  effects  at  less  expense ;"  and  the 
authors  o^  the  dissents,  who  have  coin- 
cided in  his  views,  have  held  mnch  gene- 
ral language  of  the  dame  kind:  but  neither 
Hr.  Tetrie  oor  tUey  have  given  us  the  least 


definite  idea  of  tbe  maaiier  in  whidi  be 
would  have  acted,  had  the  conduct  €it 
afiairs  been  in  his  hands,  unless  it  were 
by  concession:  nor  from  the  nature  of 
the  case  does  it  appear  tliat  there  was  any 
possible  mode  of  action,  except  by  mist- 
ing insubordinatton  and  sedition,  or  in 
one  form  or  anotheri  by  concession,  con* 
nivance,  or  passiveness,  yielding  to  them. 
The  ill  snccess  of  attempts  to  gain  the 
army  by  forbearance,  temporixinfe;,  and 
patience*  under  open  revolL  was  folly  ex* 
emplified  in  tlie  conduct  of  colonel  Mob- 
tresor,  commandant  at  Hydrabad,  aod 
colonel  Malcolm  at  Masulipatam.  And 
in  fact  it  appears  that  Mr.  Petrie  looked 
chiedy  to  concession.  Bnt  vrfaikt  no  real 
attention  was  manifested  by  Mr.  Petrie 
to  the  interest  and  the  character  of  legiti- 
mate authority,  he  seemed  to  set  no  bounds 
to  the  lengths  to  which  he  would  permit 
the  army  to  go,  ratlier  than  enter  into 
serious  contest  with  them,  nor  to  consider 
what  the  effects  o£  unrestrained •  military 
licence  and  encroacliment  most  be.  Whilst 
he  was  alive  to  infinite  dangers  on  the 
one  side,  he  seems  to  have  adverted  to 
none  on  tlie  other.  To  that  the  foresight 
ascribed  to  him  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  turned.  The  officers,  on  his  prin- 
ciples, must  have  had  their  will ;  the  pnhtic 
disgrace  of  government  in  its  compelled 
rescinding  of  its  own  orders  passed  for 
the  suppression  of  open  rebellion ;  the 
removal  from  office  of  individuals,  whose 
merits  had  rendered  them  obnoxious  to 
the  officers;  the  establishment  of  the 
"  rights  c£  the  army  f— the  recoonneii- 
dation  at  least  of  government  for  the 
*'  appointment  of  a  representatiye  of 
the  army''  to  coimcil;  the  overthrow  of 
retrenchments.  Sec.  V^e*  mean  not  that 
Mr.  Petrie  has  said  this,  bnt  that  it  woohl 
be  the  result  of  his  system.  He  thought 
that  if  an  open  conflict  was  prevented, 
the  grand  point  was  secnr^ ;  and  to  ob- 
tain this  it.  would  seem,  for  any  tfaiaji 
that  appears,  he  would  have  abandoned 
to  chance  all  pther  consequences,  '*  To 
my  judgment,"  says  Mr.  Petrie,  "the 
repeal  of  every  order  pass^  for  the  last 
eight  months,"  (his  meaning^  is  probably 
the  same  as  in  his  statement,  wbere  he 
says  twelve  months)  **  would  be  a  lesser 
evil  than  sliedding  a  drop  of  British 
blood  in  a  civil  contest.**.  .  •  *'  To  om 
concession  seemed  as  a  feather  when  plac- 
ed in  the  scale  against  the  revolt  or  the 
army,  a  civil  war,  and  the  probable  lost 
of  the  country."  He  seeks  to  justify  his/ 
opinion  by  saying  *<  that  greater  powesa 
than  ours  had  conceded  to  expediency 
or  necessity."  The  allusions  which  A 
would  appear  be  had  in  view  here,  namely, 
the  proceedings  of  the  volunteers  in  Ii^ 
land,  and  the  mutiny  in  our  6eet,  were 
cases  utterly  differwt,  not  threatening 
the  sobversioa  of  the  ^tisb  goTenuMttl; 
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and,  in  assaminii;  that  concession  was  dic- 
tated to  the  Fort  St  George  govemment 
by  **  expediency  and  necessity,"  he  has 
hegf^td  the  whole  question.  The  result 
has  at  least  proved  thkt  conccssibn  was 
not  necessary.  But  Mr.  Petrie  does  not 
appear  to  have  had  an  idea  that  revolt  could 
have  been  successfully  resisted  v  and, 
after  he-  has  seen  the  contrary,  he  has 
(dangerously,  we  think )  as«;<neil  to  threat 
»  and  suogular  good  fortune,"  what  was  the 
effect  of  the  real  vtreiigth  and  rational 
measures  of  government.  It  would  seem, 
indeed,  that  he  apprehendcsl  no  danejcr 
from  the  largest  concessions.  He  thonpht 
that  sir  G.  Barlow  hazarded  cvijj  thin:; 
for  a  form,  and  that  his  own  cour>o  would 
have  secured  the  substance.  And  hero  it  is 
that  we  hold  Mr.  Petiie  to  have  biM-n  es- 
sentially wanting  in  tlie  judgment  requirixl 
in  the  station  and  circumstanct-s  in  which 
he  was  placed^  It  is  our  decided  opuiion 
that  Mr.  Petric's  system  would  have 
sacrificed  the  substance,  would  have 
weakened  and  degraded  the  j-ovt  rnment, 
and  have  given  an  ascendancy  t6  the  mili- 
tary power,  which  must  titiicr  in  the 
end  have  been  opposed  with  more  disHd- 
vantage  by  an  open  struggle,  or  have  been 
productive  of  coafusiou  and  danirer,  in- 
ternal and  external.  The  effect  of  IVIr. 
Petric's  mode  of  thinking  on  this  subject 
is  not  to  be  confined  to  his  own  conduct 
only.  The  general  tenour  botli  of  his  senti- 
ments and  conduct  must  have  been  known 
to  the  army  and  tlie  public,  and  witliout 
supposing  any  factious  view  on  his  parr, 
have  produced  an  influence  prejudicial 
to  the  government.  ^  And  haviuji:  not  only 
acted  upon,  but  publisked  to  the  world, 
those  sentiments  in  fuvour  of  iudciinitive 
concession  to  the  aimy,  and  against  ail 
serious  resistance  to  them,  we  tliink  it 
was  unfit  that  ^  person  known  to  iiold 
such  sentiments  should  remain  a  mendier 
of  government,  in  the  station  too  next 
the  chair,  and  more  especially  at  a  time 
when  unanimity  in  the  government  ujum 
this  great  question  of  the  line  of  policy 
toi>e  held  witii  tiie  array  was  so  re()ui:>ite, 
and  ^hen  the  unequivocal  and  dccidud 
support  of  the  measures  of  that  government 
by  the  court  of  directors  was  so  impor> 
tant. 

!2d.  Upon  the  principles  or  opinions  Mr. 
Petrie  himself  has  avowed,  his  conduct  ap- 
pears to  us  to  have  been  extremely  cul)»abie. 

In  the  month  of  Octoi>er,  1807,  when 
lie  was  in  the  government,  he  stated  repeat- 
edly and  forcibly  to  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, that  a  very  danscrous  spirit  of  in- 
subordination and  cabal  had  lately  shown 
itself  in  the  army,  (which  mu^t  be  dan- 
gerous to  all  armies)  which,  afteV  the 
event?  that  had  agitated  the  Native  army 
of  that  presidency,  might  lead  to  conse- 
qnencet  of  the  most  fatal  nature :  and  we  are 
Batisfiedi*  eoatmttt  the  publicletter   of 


his  groTemment,  signed  by  him,  "  tiiat 
nothing  but  a  firm  determination  to  resist 
and  to  punish  every  appearance  of  dis- 
respect to  the  public  authority,  can  up- 
hohl  that  decree  of  discipline  which  is 
essential  to  the  existence  of^  your  array." 

We  hear  no  more  of  tiiis  langua<:e  or  tone 
from  Mr.  Petrie  in  tlic  govemment  of 
his  successor,  altliough  the  spirit  of  insub- 
ordination was  progressive,  originating, 
as  was  obKcrved  before,  from  no  act  of 
sir  G.  iiariowN,  aud  had  become  osten- 
sible in  cabals,  combination^  and  factious 
proceedings,  before  gentral  Macdowall 
had  comnu  need  liis  public  outrages  against 
rtie  guvirnmeut.  Mr.  Petrie  appears 
wholly  to  overlook  the  couise  of  highly 
insubfirdinate,  factious  conduct  pursued 
by  that  officer,  without  reserve,  among 
those  under  his.  command  in  the  progress 
of  the  year  1808;  a  course  of  which,  as 
it  was  generally  known,  Mr.  Petrie  could 
not  have  l>een  ignorant.  And  when  gene- 
ral Macdowad  went  to  a  leilgtli  no  other 
man  had  ever  ventured  upon,  in  publicly 
insulting  the  govemment,  Mr.  Petrie  gives 
the  general  order  of  that  officer  the  mild 
q)itbet  of  disrespectful,  is  for  passing 
it  over  witliout  any  exercise  of  severity, 
as  he  expresses  it,  to  general  Macdowall, 
i.nd,  in  all  the  subsequent  insidts  publicly 
otlered  to  the  government  by  the  officers, 
he  is  utterly  forgetful  of  his  o^n  declara- 
tions, that'*<  uisuhordination  may  lead  to 
the  most  fatal  consequences,  and  that  the 
disciphne  essential  to  tlie  existence  of 
the  anny  cannot  be  upholdeu  without 
a  firm  determination  to  resist  and  punish 
every  appearance  of  disrespect  to  the  pub- 
lic authority."  He  throu?hout  extenuates 
tlie  proceedings  of  the  officers,  whiUt  the 
language  of  his  minute  throws  the  chief 
blame  on  the  government.  '  Instead  of 
hearing  any  more  from  him  of  the  neces- 
sity of  supporting  the  public  authority 
and  the  discipline  of  the  army,  he  appears 
to  be  unifonuly  for  suficring  every  tiling, 
and  yielding  every  thinz,  raUier  than  enter 
into  contest  with  the  officers,  which  as 
the  general  tendency  of  his  opinions  and 
disposition  must  have  been  kn«wn,  could 
not  fail  to  animate  the  disaffected.  Per- 
haps it  may  be  expected,  that  in  justice 
to  him,  we  should  notice  a  di  tinction, 
introduced  on  this  head  in  bis  statement; 
**  tiiat,  if  turhurcnce  in  Xhe  aVmy  was 
confined  to  a  part,  and  did  not  ^:\t4'nd  to 
a  majority,  it  was  our  duty  to  nitet  the 
case  withexemplary  pimish'ment ;  but  that, 
if  the  whole  or  a  great  majority  was  dis- 
affected to  povernnvent,  the  measures  sir 
G.  Barlow  proposed  were  totally  inappli- 
cable." Upon  Mr.  Pe trie's  own  reasoumg 
he  is  censurable  in  not  joining  with  «:^ovem- 
ment  to  suppress  the  earUer  stages  of  in- 
subordination, before  it  <;ould  be  said 
that  general  disaffection  existed;  but  in 
fact,  the  distinction  here  so  broadly  stated 
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tentiliiates  in  tluf ;  tbat  'if  fhe  seditions 
in  tbc  arrhy  can  only  miA«  their  combina- 
tion general  cnoneh,"  tliey  must  not  be 
resisted fr  a  principle. "which,  if  govem- 
nents  vfmt  to  ado^t,  there  mast  be  an 
end  of  the  supremacy  of  the  civil  power 
over  the  military.  "  The  grievanqes  of 
the  army,**  a  phrase  become  common 
^  among  the  officers,  is  a  phrase  repeatedly 
f  employed  in  Mr.  Petrie's  reasonings,  and 
apparently  with  a  degree  of  admission  ; 
but  he  enters  into  no  explanation  or  dis- 
crimination touching  those  grievances. 
^ow  it  is  known  tliat  the  unreasonable 
■knd  inadmissible  claims  contained  in  the 
^very  improper  memorial  of  the  officers 
pressed  on  government  by  general  Macdow- 
all,  made  up  at  least  a  considerable  part  of 
tlioir  "  grievances."  These  claims,  as 
well  on  account  of  their  nature,  as  be- 
cause they  were  made  in  opposition  to  the 
acts  of  fonper  covemincnts  in  which  Mr. 
Petrie  had  concurred  or  to  the  acts  of 
the  court  of  directors  tliem^lfes,  it  was 
the  duty  of  Mr.  Petrie  openly,  to  resist. 
Instead  of  seeming  to  tolerate  their  being 
set  up,  and  remaining  as  grounds  of  com- 
plaint, he  should  have  fairly  and  publicly 
expressed  hii>  disapprobation^  of  tliera,  in 
order  clearly  to  inform  the  army  of  his 
sentiments  on  this  niat«'iial  subject.  He 
could  not,  to  be  consistent  i^ith  himself, 
allow  that  the  claims  were  founded ;  nor 
does  it  appear  that  he  thonght  them  so. 
He  has  subscribed  to  the  Fort  St.  George 
letter  of  the  10th  September,  1809,  which 
states  the  army  had  no  grievances;  but 
there  is  an  iudiscriminating  toleration  and 
ifidnlgtnce  respecting*^  grievances,*  visi^ 
ble  in  his  minute,  very  ditFerent  from  his 
style  in  October,  1807 ;  and,  in  the  tem- 
per and  circumstances  of  the  army  very 
incongruous  to  his  duty  as  a  good  member 
of  •government. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  whatever 
Mr.  Petrie's  opinion  of  the  proceedings 
of  government  towards  the  army  might 
be,  it  was  incnmbent  on  him  to  use  his 
Mtniost  efforts  to  restrain  their  criminal 
e\cesj»es,  especially  when  they  were  ad- 
vancintr  to  open  insubordination  and  re- 
volt. He  has  mentioned  his  endeavours 
with  individual  officers  •,  and  it  would  have 
been  satisfaetory  to  have  seen  something 
of  his  correspondence,  ,and  more  of  his 
proceedings  on  this  subject ;  but  we  think 
this  was  not  enough.  In  50  great  a  crisis, 
it  would  have  beeome  a  man  in  his  high 
situation,  and  possessing  influence,  as  he 
says  hims'  If,  with  officers,  to  have  inter- 
posed with  tlieni  more  publidy  and  zea- 
lously for  the  prevention  of  the  evils  he 
feared.  Delicately  circumstanced  as  he 
was,  it  would  have  been  proper  and  use- 
ful in  him  to  iiave  declared  in  a  public 
,  minute  his  reprobation  of  insubordination 
and  sedition  ;  and  of  all  agitatioas  tending 
to  them.    From  such  an  act,  solemnly  per- 


formed and  made  known  b^  a  nian  whom 
the  army  looked  upon  as  Ihendly  to  tbeniy 
some  good  would  probably  have  resulted, 
and,  at  least,  it  would  have  been  a  d^encc 
against  misrepresentation. 

"We  think  Mr.  Petrie's  conduct  in  coun- 
cil, and  towards  the  conrt  of  directors, 
in  relation  to  the  discontents  of  the  array, 
liable  to  objection.  It  does  not  appear 
that  he  fully  debated  at  the  board  the 
measures  there  proposed  ;  but  he  refers  to 
private  conversations  with  Sir  O.  Barlow. 
On  such  momentous  subjects  it  was,  on  bis 
own  principles,  his  duty  to  state  his  opi- 
nions openly  In  council.  Private  conrep- 
sations  are  no  record ;  and  such  an  am- 
biguous course  of  private  objection  and 
ostensible  passiveness,  leaves  an  opentn|^ 
for  maintaniing  afterwards,  according  at 
events  tnm  out,  either  that  measures  were 
opposed,  or  tl^t  they  were  acqniesced  iu. 
tfpon  the  same  principles  that  Mr.  Petrie 
recorded  his  dissents  |s  the  measures  of 
government  against  individuals^  it  was 
his  business  to  enter  his  objections  to  the 
proceedings  of  government  on  great  ques- 
tions which  involved  the  highest  interests. 
Unless  Sir  G.  Barlow's  minute,  written  a 
year  after  the  commencement  of  the  army 
agitations,  had,  with  Mr.  Petrie*s  reply, 
produced  explanations,  tlie  court  of  direc- 
tors probably  neverwould  have  known  the 
opinions  or  the  line  he  held  respecting 
those  subjects  ;  but  seeing  hb  signature 
to  ail  tlie  letters  relative  to  them  m>m  the 
government,  without  any  counter-declara- 
tion, they  would  of  course  suppose  he 
acted  with  his  colleagues,  unless  subsequent 
censure  from  the  court  should  have  drawn 
forth  excnlpatory  information  from  him; 
whereas  he  himself  admits,  •*  that  the 
court  will  require  to  know  the  causes  which 
have  exposed  the  state  to  such  dangers, 
and  that  he  has  an  opinion  of  them  very 
different  from  the  president's." 

3,  We  wish  that  Mr.  Petrie  had  been  so 
guarded  in  his  conduct,  as  not  to  have  left 
it  liable  to  the  construction  of  affording 
countenance  to  the  factions  opposers  of 
government.  Whilst  it  is  allowed  that 
members  of  government  possess  the  right 
of  maintaining,  v^ith  decorous  freedom, 
their  conscientious  opinions  oq  public  sub- 
jects, even  when  they  differ  ftom  the  ma- 
jority, it  is  also  to  be  granted,  that  how- 
ever they  may  oppose  particular  measures, 
it  is  theiV  duty  to  uphold  the  general  au- 
thority and  efficiency  of  government,  be- 
cause, when  these  are  impaired,  the  ends 
of  tlic  institution  of  government  itself  are 
so  far  frustrated  ;  and,  in  a  time  of  party 
violence,  and  of  disputes  between  the  go- 
vernment and  any  portions  of  the  commu- 
nity, dissentient  members  of  that  govern- 
ment ought  to  be  very  careful,  that  whilst 
they  adhere  to  their  own  opinions,  they  do 
not  by  their  conduct  othei-wise,  throw 
weight  into  the  scale  of  ^u:tious  opposition. 
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We  do  not  think  Iff « l^efrie  Ua  Wen  s«ffi-' 
€ientlyattentivet«^iis'imiterial  di9tmction. 
Supposing  'it  even  granted  that  the  sup- 
porters of  Mr.  Shetsdn,^of  one  party  of 
Carnatic  creditors ;  df  %eiferal  Macdowall 
aod  Ihe  subordinate  officers, were  all|right  as 
to  their  particular  objects,  yet,  in  going 
beyond  those  objects,  in  combining  to  re- 
vik  and  run  down  the  govemnientj  with 
the  views  at  length  apparent,  of  effecting 
a  change  in  the  administration  of  it,  they 
broke  in  upon  the  respect  and  reverence 
-due  to  the  ordinance  of  government,  and 
acted  injuriously  to  the  public  interests. 
No  appearance  should  have  been  admitted 
from  whence  they  or  the  public  might 
imagine  that  all.  the  members  of  the  go- 
vernment did  not  decidedly  reprobate  all 
tendencies  of  tliis  kind.  But  Mr.  Petrie's, 
friendships  and  mtimacies  seem  nnfortu- 
nately  to  have  been  very  much  with  the 
persons  in  opposition  to  the  government, 
and  to  have  been  kept  up  after  tlieir  oppo- 
sition bad  become  general  and  notorious. 
We  do  not  say  that  he  was  to  have  given  np 
his  real  opinion  of  the  innocence  of  any 
individual,  because  govemmeDt  bad  thought 
him  guilty ;  bu|  certainly,  after  snch  mdi- 
vidii^  had  been  pubhciy  marked  by  tlie 
-censnre  of  government,  and  bad,  in  conse- 

3uence,  been  raised  mto  popularity  by  the 
isaffected  as  a  mattyr  to  the  injustice  of 
government,  it  was  Mr.  Petrie's  dniy  to 
abstain  from  whatever  might'  be  construed 
to  countenance  snch  a  spirit  of  faction. 
But  after  the'  suspension  of  Mr.  Shersun, 
and  after  his  case  had  become  a  rallying ' 
point  for  the  disaffected,  we  find,  by  Mr. 
Petrie's  own  account,  that  he  is  frequently 
and  familiarly  received  at  his  house.  Mr. 
Petrie  says,  one  reason  of  tliis  was,  that 
he  might  obtain  from  Mr.  Sherson  himself, 
explanations  concerning  his  accounts,  which 
he  (Mr.  Petrie)  was  then  investigating  for  liis 
t>vm  satisfaction,  after  the  grain  committee 
and  government  had  pronounced  Mr.  Sher- 
son guilty.  We  cannot  but  doubt,  in  the 
first  place,  the  propriety,  under  all  existing 
eircnmstanees,  of  a  private  examiuatiun  of 
this  kind  between  Mr.  Petrie  and  the  ac- 
cused ;  but  must  not  Mr.  Petrie  have  been 
aware,  that  the  public  could  not  know  of 
the  reason  assigned  by  him  for  seeing  Mr. 
Shenoii  so  frequently  ;  and  that  the  (aroi- 
Uar  reception  of  Mr.  Sherson  ot  his  house 
would  l^  interpreted  as  iiiteiuicd  to  give 
him  the  same  countenance  and  support,  vihirh 
he  had  from  a  party,  because  under  the  dis- 
approbation of  government  ?  So  with  re- 
spect to  lientenant^colonel  Sentleger,  major 
Boles,  and  captain  Grant,  of  whom  tiie 
first  aod  last  were  suspended  on  the  1st  May, 
and  major  Boles  pn  the  3ist  January.  Mr. 
Petrie,  in  admitting  that  these  officer!  oc< 
casionally  called  nponhim^  sa^,  that  *'  all 
the  objects  of  his  conimiiiiications  with  them 
was  through  thehr  influence  to  allay  the 
ftlarmiiig  feii&e&t  whicli  w»  rapidly  spread^ 


ing  fi  oin  one  station  of  the  anny  to  the 
other,  &c."  Now,  as  here  again,  the  re- 
ception given  to  gentlemen,  known  to  be 
in  hostility  to  the  government,  might 
easily  be  misinterpreted  by  the  army,  so  we 
must  confess  that  it  seems  an  unfortunate 

}>roceeding  in  Mr.  Petrie  to  have  chosen,  ' 
or  the  purpose  of  allaying  discontents  in 
the  army,  officers  whom  the  government 
found  it  necessary  to  suspend  for  insnbordi- 
nation  or  sedition  ;  and  aga'm^t  the  first  of 
whom,  lieutenant-colonel  Sentleger,  Mr. 
Petrie,  as  we  have  teen  Defore,  had,  on  the 
21sl  October,  180r,  made  very  strong  re- 
presentations oy  account  of  insubordinate  ^ 
conduct ;  namely,  that  he  had  "  placedV 
himself  in  the  cliaractcr  of  a  defender  of  ^ 
the  general  interests  of  the  compan/s  army, 
and  tiial  he  w<ts  eager  to  promote  danger** 
oils  discussion  ;  whence  government  were 
impressed  with  the  strongest  sense  of  the 
dangerous  tendency  of  liis  inflammatory  and 
factious  proceedings."  And  afterwards  in 
the  same  letter  it  i& stated,  "  that  Uie  dan-^ 
gerouj  spirit  of  cabal  in  the  army  had  been 
greatly  inflamed  by  the  impunity  with 
which  tieutenant-culoncl  Sentleger  liad-4ii- 
therto  been  enabled  to  brave  aud  imult  the 
authority  of  government."  (Mr.  Petrie  was* 
then  sensible  that  impunity  added  to  in 
subordination,)  *^  and  that  he  was  held  up 
at  theprincipal  military  stations  as  tlie  cham- 
pion of  the  ris;hls  of  the  army,"  &lc.  Into 
the  defence  of  lieutenant-colonel  Sentlecer, 
which  Mr.  Petrie  seems  to  adopt,  a'laiast 
the  charge  on  which  he  was  suspended,  we 
shall  not  here  enter,  as  there  will  be  ano- 
ther occasion  to  consider  that  charge,  and 
the  proofs  by  which  it  is  established  :  hut, 
passing  over  ah6  the  complimentary  strain 
m  which  Mr.  Pttrie,  in  his  minute,  writes 
of  tliat  offi(N4^,  we  cannot  avoid  expressing 
our  surprize  at  his  quotine,  witli  apparent 
satisfaction,  wliat  lieutenant-colonel  Sent- 
leger had  stated  to  him  as  part  of  his  de- 
fence; namely,  **  tliathe  had  ei.dcucoured 
to  discouiBi^eiu  the  officers  under  his  com- 
mand, every  idea  of  opeidy  opposing  the 
authoritv  of  government  f  though  it  ap- 
pears from  Mr.  Petrie's  statement,  that  he 
understood  this  ofhcer  and  nearly  all  those 
under  his  command,  to  have  taUeu  an  ac- 
tive part  in  exclaiming  against  the  mea- 
sures nlative  to  genf'ral  Macdowall,  &c. 
aod  had  signed  *'  certain  inflammatory  pa- 
pers ;"  which  is  i^ometliing  of  the  same 
nature  a*?  the  observation  Mr.  Petrie  makes 
in  behalf  of  colonel  Capper  and  major 
Boles  ;  tliat  the  remotest  intention  of  cre- 
ating a  mutiny  in  the  army,  could  not  be 
imputed  to  those  officers. 

We  certainly  could  have  wished  to  have 
seen  Mr.  Petrie  actively  and  ostensibly 
associatins  with  men  also  of  another  de- 
scription. Known  friends  to  order  and  obe- 
dience, for  the  purposes  of  ascertaining  ' 
accurately,  and  of  allaying  the  discontents 
ofthefgnny^  bat  even  when  he  kamt  from 
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lientenant-colonel  Sentleger,  "  that  a  most 
dangerous  rombiiiation  existed  in  the 
»  Bonthern  array,  •*  to  resiat  the  orders  of  go- 
vemmeut,  and  to  insist  on  a  redress  of 
grievances,"'  we  do  not  find  that  he  pro- 
ceeded to  commnnirnte  this  infoimation, 
most  importiint  as  it  was,  to  sir  G.  Karlow 
or  his  oolleagtirsin  the  i^oveniment. 

We  are  indeed  cor.cemtd  to  sec,  that 
Mr.  Pc trie's  dtlVnce  of  himself,  in  answer 
to  sir  G.  BaHow,  does  n«»t  exhibit  him  as 
Hvinf»  in  habits  of  private  intimacy  and 
contidontial  comniiuiication  with  any  de- 
scription 0!  persciiH  hui  sncL  tis  were  in  a 
A  state  of  hostility  to  <♦•(»  -ovcmment,  both 
A  in  the  civil  and  miiit.uy  lini  s'  of  the  service. 
^  And  on  the  whoK  of  this  head,  so  far  are 
we  from  tliinkii*^  with  tlie  authors  of  the 
^disseuts^  tii.it  Mr.  Pctrie  has  refuted  the 
accusations  of  kirO.  Barlow,  that  we  are  of 
opinion  tht  facts  he  has  admitted,  and  very 
nnsatisiactordy  explained,  establish  a  great 
deal;  tiiat  his  house  was  open  to  the  mal- 
contents (even  after  sir  G.  Barlow's  admo- 
juition,  though  he  might  not  subsequently 
have  asked  suspended  servants  to  come  to 
it ;)  that  he  was  considered  as  a  friend  by 
all  tliose  of  tl.at  description  whose  names 
are  promim  nt  in  that  time  of  conimolion  ; 
and  it  must  be  evident,  that  in  a  commu- 
nity violently  inHamed  by  the  spirit  of 
party  and  faction,  in  which  the  course  held 
by  the  second  memlx  r  of  the  government 
could  not  be  unobserved,  Lis  maintenance 
of  opinions  whicli  were  also  held  by  tliose 
bostUe  to  sir  G.  Barlow,  and  his  opposition 
to  the  same  measures  of  government  which 
they  likewise  opposed,  niiglit,  without  much 
greater  precaution  than  he  used,  be  natu- 
rally interpreted  by  the  different  parties 
united  atiainst  tiie  government,  as  a  sup- 
port and  encouragenicnt  to  tl>ir  cause. 

Some  of  the  dissents  lay  much  stress  on 
the  deeiai'ation  of  lord  Alinto,  that  induing 
justice  10  sir  O.  Barlow  ansl  the  gentlemen 
who  supportt?d  him,  he  did  not  mean  to 
reflect  on  the  comluet  of  Mr.  I'etrie  ;  but 
that  he  thouj:ht  the  condact  of  Mr.  Pe>rie 
wrong,  is  e\i(!(  ^t,  both  from  his  omu  oppo- 
site course,  and  trom  the  pas.«age  vfhh  let- 
ter immc4liateiy  following  the  one  alluded 
to  ;  wherein  he  says,  "  In  a  case  of  crij^is, 
however,  wh«n  to  place  the  matter  on  u 
broad  and  general  i  round,  a  strong  govern- 
ment might  uasonably  be  accounted  ts-^en- 
tial  (if  1  may  use  that  phrase  •  to  the  safety  of 
the  commonvealth,  tJic  dissent  of  a  member 
of  countil  so  considerable  in  station,  cha* 
racter,  and  talents,  must  give  additional 
value  to  the  useful  and  efficient  5^upport 
which  sir  G.  Barlow  and  tlie  public  cause 
have  derived  from  Mr.  Cakes  and  Mr.  Ca- 
tamaijor." 

We,  tlierefore,  on  the  whole  of  tliis  arti- 
cle, must  express  our  full  persuasion,  that 
the  conduct  held  by  Mr.  Petrie  could  not 
but  have  been  as  sir  G.  Barlow  has  stated, 
**  prodiicttye  of  ferious  impediment  to  tlie 


administration  of  the  affairs  of  govern  mefil 
and  of  iiynry  to  the  public  interests  f  and 
this  in  a  way  and  to  an  extent  which  the 
maintenance  of  his  own  opinions  needed  not 
have  proceeded,  and  for  which  his  li^lit  to 
maintain  those  opinions  forme  no  valid  ex- 
cuse. 

4.  Hic  last  topic  to  which  we  shall 
advert,  is  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Petrie  to  sign, 
the  address,  framed  by  a  respectab'e  part 
of  the  uihabitants  of  Madras,  to  sir  C  Bar- 
low. 

In  order  to  form  a  correct  jadgnvent  oa 
this  subject,  wc  must  lfK>k  to  the  i;enerai 
state  of  affairs  under  the  Fort  St.  George 
presidency,  at  the  lime  when  the  addres 
was  proposed,  and  to  the  impof  t  of  the  ad- 
dress itself. 

Mr.  Petrie,  it  appears,  refiised  to  nga 
the  address  on  the  30th  July.  At  that  tiiM 
the  danger  was  almost  at  its  biggest  point. 
It  is  an  essential  mistateroent  vihich  is  i — "' 


in  Mr.  Petrie's  defence,  "  that  the  aroav  had 
then  manifested  unequivocal  proc^  of 
returning  subordination  and  obedience." 
The  facts  stated  in  this  paper,  and  the  most 
authentic  documents  concerning  the  pro- 
gress t>f  the  revolt,  prove  the  <!ontrary. 
Colonel  Malcolm  had  but  a  little  before 
returned  from  his  nnsncccssful  raisfrioii  ta 
Masulipatam.  On  the  30th  July,  the  garraoB 
of  Seringapatam  broke  out  into  open  rebet 
lion.  On  the  3d  August,  colonel  Close  was 
driven  from  Hydrabud.  The  action  with 
the  battalions  from  Cliittledroog,  the  seia- 
ure  of  tlie  public  treasure  in  the  northerm 
circars,  the  mutiny  at  Ellore,  the  march  of 
the  Jaulnah  forc6  towards  the  presidency, 
all  happened  after  the  30th  July ;  and  the 
fir^t  mdication  of  returning  obedience, 
which  was  the  submission  of  tiie  Hydra  bad 
force,  -is  dated  the  11th  Auenst,  and  oooid 
not  have  reached  the  presidency  till  the 
1 6th  or  17th.  Thus  a  great  part  of  the 
army  was  in  o|>en  rebellion.  Ihe  allegi- 
ance of  the  rest  was  at  least  questionable. 
In  thries  of  public  peril,  the  mode  of  ad- 
dressing  the  established  government 
professions  of  loyalty  and  support  isi 
and  natural.  It  is  proper  in  govemoienl^ 
at  such  times,  to  accept  and  even  to  wish 
for  such  testimonies  of  attachment.  Soaw 
of  the  most  respectable  of  tlM:*  inhabitanti 
of  Madias,  in  a  crisis  big  with  danger  to 
that  presidency  and  to  IniQa,  thought  it 
their  duty  to  adopt  a  measare  of  this  kiad. 
The  chief  justice,  a  man  next  in  rank  t« 
the  governor,  and  no  less  distinguished  by 
his  character  tlian  by  his  station,  the  two 
junior  members  of  conncil,  the  commander^ 
in-chief  of  the  army,  and  other  conspicpooft 
persons  took  the  lead.  The  address  west 
into  no  discussion  of  the  measures  of  go- 
vernment. It  only  expressed,  on  the  part 
of  the  subscribers,  a  disapprobation  or  the 
insubordination  that  had  r^oently  shown* 
itself  among  the  officers  of  the  company's 
army,  to  dsuigerQas  in  its  teadcncy^  with 
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assnranees  of  support  tA  the  interests  of 
legal  ffovemmeiit,  and  a  readiness  to  de- 
mote life  and  fortone  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  public  tranqui|Hty. 

We  wonld  ask,  whethor,  in  l!he  state  of . 
things  at  that  inomcitt,  when  the  '^  sword 
of  revolt **  was  unsheatlied,  and  the  flames 
of  civil  war  likely  to  be  kindled  tlironphont 
the  country,  every  man,  and  especially 
every  public  man,  was  not  called  to  take 
his  Ime?  wliether  neutrality  was  any  longer 
consistent  with  duty  ?•—  whether  any  loyal 
man  could  poosibly  take  the  side  of  oppo- 
sition to  lawful  authority?  and  whether 
the  address  pledged  to  more  than  the  sup- 
port of  the  government  bylaw  established, 
and  resistance  to  the  principles  of  insu- 
bordination and  disobedience  P 

On  what  grounds  then  did  Mr.  Petrie  re- 
fuse to  become  a  party  to  this  address  P 
He  thouglit  *'  it  mie:ht  increase  irritation, 
and  produce  an  unfavourable  effect  on  the 
disposition  on  the  army,  wliich  had  then 
manifested  unequivocal  proofs  of  returning 
subordination  and  obedience,  and  that  the 
wounds  ytefe  beginning  to  heal."  This 
reason  had  not,  as  already  shown,  the  least 
foundation  ;  there  were  not  any  symptoms 
of  returning  subordination  nor  of  begun 
amendment.  The  principal  reason,  there- 
fore, assigned  By  Mr.  Petrie,  wholly  fails. 
He  thought  also  '*  that  such  a  public  ma- 
oifestation  of  the  sentiments  of  a  part  of 
the  setllement,  so  strongly  expressed, 
(the  expressions  are  in  our  opinion,  remark- 
ably temperate) —  "  could  do  no  possible 
good,  but  might  add  to  the  difficulties  which 
Btill  opposed  tlie  recalling  a  considerable 
part  of  the  officers  to  their  duty."  As  it 
appears  from  various  docnments  that  the 
officers  were  conscious  they  were  acting  a 
most  criminal  part,  it  is  far  more  probable 
that  the  pnbUc  erection  of  a  standard  of 
duty  and  loyalty  must  have  struck  them 
with  a  deeper  sense  of  their  criminality, 
and  made  their  perseverance  harder  to 
themselves.  Th€  difficulties  still  "  oppo- 
•in^  the  recal  of  many  of  the  oi^cers  to 
their  duty/'  is  an  idea  growing  out  of  the 
proceeding  groundless  supposition  of  un- 
equivocal proofs  of  returning  subordina- 
tion," and  falls  with  it.  What  means  or 
what  probttbihty  appeared  of  recalling  the 
officers,  then  remained,  unless  lo  convince 
them  that  tliey  had  not  the  power  of  over- 
awing and  controlling  the  government, 
which  they  believed  themselves  to  possess? 
That  only  a  pait  (^i  the  settlement  signed 
the  addre8s---(maiiy  more  might  perhaps 
have  signed  it  if  Mr.  Petrie  had  set  an 
example)— is,  in  our  opinion,  an  unsound 
argument,  although  it  is  adopted  in  som^ 
of  the  dissents  ;  for  it  is  precisely  in  times 
of  faction  and  division  that  such  addresses 
are  pertinent.  But  does  the  duty  of  sup- 
porting legal  government,  depend  on  the 
nmnben  that  may  concur  in  that  object  ? 
Tbe  duty  8«r«ly  attaches  to  every  individual, 


whether  he,  has  many  or  fe%v  to  act;iirith  him ; 
and  if,  on  the  occasion  in^qnestiou,  but  few 
were  found,  tbe  greater  vnis  tlieir  honour, 
whibt  those  who  refused  to  join  them,  were 
in  our  opinion  highly  culpable.  Mr.  Petrie, 
in  the  way  of  objection,  alludes  to  "  tbe 
means  of  obtaining  signatures ;  and  one  of 
the  dissents  explains  this  as  if  the  author 
of  it  lias  been  an  eye-wimess,  by  saying  the 
address  was  carried  from  house  to  house* 
by  an  officer  whom  he  is  pleased  to  stig- 
matise, and  who,  according  to  him,  "  flat- 
tered and  threatened  as  he  judged  most 
likely  to  prevail ;— to  some  he  held  forth 
promises  ot  the  ^vemor's  favour  ;«-others 
he  threatened  with  his  liish^t  dl<«pieasure,% 
()n  this  passage  we  would  observe,  that 
there  is  not  the  least  vestige  of  autlioritj 
for  it  in  the  public  records,  which  the 
honourable  writer  himself  has  made  the 
only  standard  by  which  our  decision  should  be 
reguhited  ;  nor  is  it  even  supported  by  the 
slightest  shadbw  of  that  **  ex  parte  evi- 
dence" which  he  obverves,  •*  should  not 
be  implicitly  believed  z"  and  we  cannot 
say  how  unwarrantable  appear.^-  to  ns 
the  whole  of  this  attack  not  only  upon 
a  very  deserving  officer,  to  whose  cha- 
racter we  have  already  done  some  jus- 
tice, but  oil  the  highly  respectable  indi- 
viduals who  silked  the  address,  and  in- 
deed on  the  loyal  measure  of  standmg 
forth  in  dcfeiu^e  of  lawfiil  government. 
This  liouourabll;  writer  further  says,  "  that 
if  any  cood  consequence  could  have  been 
expected  from  an  address,  a  meeting  should 
have  been  called,  and  the  address  voted 
publicly."  This  certainly  would  have  been 
a  most  pernicious  proceeding.  We  appre- 
hend it  was  perfectly  competent  to  any 
individuals,  to  set  their  names  to  a  paper 
promising  support  to  the  constitutional 
anthoritv  at  a  time  when  it  was  threatened 
with  subversion,  but  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Madras  to  assemble  collectively  in  order 
to  debate  or  discuss  any  of  the  measures  of 
government  respecting  the  army,  would 
have  been  to  assume  a  very  dangerotis 
power  to  which  they  had  not  the  least 
right,  and  to  open  a  theatre  for  all  tlie'  cla- 
mours and  abuse  of  faction,  to  the  still  deep- 
er injury  of  government.  Or  if,  in  such 
an  assembly,  it  were  proposed  to  vote 
npon  any  question,  the  real  import  of  which, 
however  worded,  would  be  whether  the 
legal  'government  should  be  supported  or 
not,  it  would  be  something  like  treason. 
Mr.  Petrie  has  appealed  to  the  result  of 
the  address,  whicn  he  says,  instead  tf 
strengtheqing  the  hands  of  governmenr, 
restoring  harmony,  mutual  contidence,  6i.r, 
&c.  increased  animosity  and  contention. 
This  mode  of  arguing  from  coR.^e- 
quences,  (to  which  he  has  elsewhere  ob- 
jected), seems  to  require  effects  from  tUc 
raeasure  which  it  never  could  be  expected 
to  produce.  The  disaffected  weic  not 
likely  to  be  rechiimed  by  the  address ;  :^or 
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■  it  a  wonder  tlmC  those  whose  policy  it  waa 
to  await  events  without  tal^in^  a  *  decided 
part,  stiU  wished  to  fmd  excuses  for  not 
commit  I  ing  themselves,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  have  their  refusal  to  sign  the  address 
considered  as  no  decision  against  the  govern- 
ment. But  whatever  real  friends  of  go- 
vernment concurred  in  the  ret'usaly  were 
inja<ticiom  friends,  and  the  conduct  -of  all 
these  descriptions  of  per&pns  does  not  im- 
« peach  the  propriety  of  the  measure  of 
an  address,  nor  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
conducted,  by  obtainiug  signatures,  being 
indeed  ibr  only  mode  that  was  open.  It  was 
itili  a  noble  testimony  to  the  principles  of 
^nrder  and  loyalty,  and  shewed  a  band  of 
the  very  best  subjects  under  that  govern- 
ment to  be  devoted  to  its  support. 

(f  there  was  a  want  of  attention  to 
Mr.  Petrie,  as  be  complains,  in  not  first 
<H>nsulting  him  upon  the  measure,  it  lay 
witli  the  movers  in  it  to  answer  tliat 
minor  objection,  which  certainly  could 
weigh  but  little  in  a  question  of  so  im- 
portant a  nature.  It  is  urged  in  Mr. 
Petric's  defence,  that  though  he  refused 
to  sign  tlie  addiess,  yet  he  afterwards  stat- 
ed that,  *^  if  the  government  in  council, 
or  the  general  sense,  attached  any  bene- 
ficial importance  to  the  public  interests, 
or  that  it  could  effect  the  jeacc  of  tlie 
settlement,  mislead  any  one,  or  prevent 
mischief,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  yield  his 
opinion  to  theirs,  and  affix  his  name.'' 
But  the  value  and  importance  of  Mr. 
Petrie's  signature  depended  on  its  being 
spontaneous.  He  had,  *<  after  mature 
and  serious  consideration,"  stated  his  rea- 
sons why  **  he  could  not,  with  'propriety, 
give  the.  address  his  '*  signature;'*  and 
be  still  **  thought  his  erasons  just."  A  sig- 
nature affixed  at  the  desire  of  government, 
nnder  all  these  circumstances,  which  4;onld 
not  be  unknown,  wonld  have  been  deemed 
an  official  act,  not  the  offspring  of  his  own 
judgment  and  inclination,  and  would 
place  the  government  in  the  li^it  of  soli- 
citing a  countenance,  which,  given  in  that 
way,  wotild,  aller  all,  (!o  them  little  or 
no  good.  We  do  not^  tiierefore,  wonder 
thut  sir  G.  Barlow  avoided  going  into 
the  subject  with  Mr.  Petric,  and  left 
him  to  act  according  to  his  own  judgment. 
The  ofi'er  of  M  r.  Pctrie,  as  above  quote<l, 
seems,  however,  to  indicate  some  appre- 
hension, at  least,  in  his  mind,  that  his  sig- 
nature might  be  of  importance  ;  and  we 
find  it  very  difficult  to  conceive  that  he 
must  not  have  been  sen.sible  a  declaration 
like  that  contained  m  tlie  address,  volun- 
tarily made  by  him  in  conjunction  with 
otlier  distin^^itished  characters,  would  have 
produced  a  Ijcntticial  effect  upon  the  minds 
of  tlie  officers. 

At  any  rate,  being  called  to  it  as  he  was, 
he  ha«l  this  plain  <|ue.stion  before  him 
— -whetiKM  he,  the  second  member  of  the 
governiiiefit,  &i\ouid  appear  ta  the  aiwy 


and  to  the  worid  as  one  of  tiiofltd  deter- 
mined and  pledged  to  support  the  l^wfial 
government    against    insubordination,    «r 
as  one  of  those  who  declined  to  give  such 
a  pledge,   and  to  make  such  a  declara- 
tiou.    He  chose  to  appear   in  the  latter 
class  i  and    let  it  be  recollected  this  waa 
at    a   crisis   when    the    officera   wbereio 
actual  rebellion  against  the    govenunent^ 
and  civil  factions  were  also  opposed   to 
it.  Let  it  be  recoBected  also,  that  Mr.  Pe- 
trie  excused  his  not  entering  any  dissent  to 
certain    measures  which  were  supposed  to 
haVe   had  an  influence  in.  producing  the 
Vellore  mutiny,-  because  he  would  not  have 
it  appear  there  was  any  difference  amone 
tlie  members  of  government  at  so  critical 
a  conjuncture.    Must  he    not  then  have 
been  aware  of  constrnctions  unfavourable 
to  government,   wliich    would   be  put  <m 
his  present  conduct  ?    W  hat  was  the  Ibwect 
interpretation  that  would  be  made  of  this 
proceeding  by  the  officers?    We  conceive 
this— that  he  was  not  to  be  considered  as 
acting  with  tlie  government  in  their  prin- 
ciples or  measures  respecting  the  army  ; 
that  he  bore  with  all  the  officers  had  done, 
even  to  tlie  horrible  crime  of  turning  their 
arms  against  the  government,  and  seising  the 
forts  and  treasures  of  the  public ;  that  be  «Ud 
not  shut  out  treaty  witli  them  upon  the. 
basis  of  their  own  demands,  which  anclnd- 
ed  restoration  of  officers    dismissed  for 
sedition,   &c.  to  which  treaty  a  general 
amnesty  must,  of  course,  be  preliminary ; 
that,    therefore,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
resort  to   the  military  means   (ample  as 
they    were,)    which  government  had  for 
its  own  protection ;  but,  in  short,  looked 
only  to  a   present  compromise,  or  rather 
treaty,  of  such  kind  as  could  be  obtained, 
including  probably  a  reference  to  thearri. 
val  and  decisions  of  lord  Minto,  who  had 
already  declared  himself  against  the  whole 
system  of  the  officers,  or  a  reference,  con- 
cerning points  already  in  effect  yielded,  to 
the  court  of  directors,    who  would    thus 
be  brought  into    the  greatest  embarrass- 
ment, whilst    it  would  have  leil  the  Fort 
St.  George  government  in  the  mc»st  humi- 
liated state,    and  the  officers  full  leisure 
to   consolidate    their     dangerous    ascen- 
dancy. 

This  course  was  really,  according  to 
all  the  explanations  of  Mr.  Petrie  hiniscif, 
the  one  for  which  he  was  an  advocate: 
but,  in  the  temper  and  state  of  the  army, 
it  appears  to  us  that  it  necessarily  involved 
an  abandonment  of  the  just  principles 
of  all  government,  of  the  authority, 
credit,  and  efficiency  of  the  Madras  go* 
verninent,  of  the  proper  control  of  the 
army  in  f^titure,  and  thence  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  highest  interests  of  British 
India. 

We  tiierefore  thought,  and  still  think, 
that  Mr.  Petrie  essentially  failed  on  this 
important   occaiioni  ia  the  duty    wbidi' 
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of  directoni  were  conseqnently  called  upon 
to  mark  publidy  and  strongly  their  dis- 
approbation of  conduct  like  his ;  and  that 
on  tlus  and  the  other  gronnds  which  have 
been  stated  in  the  preceding  pa^es,  it  uas 
jnat  and  proper  to  remove  Mr.  Petrie  from 
8tandin<{  in  succession  to  the  ^vemment, 
and  from  the  «eat  he  held  in  tlie  council  of 
the  Fort  St.  George  presidency. 

We^ave  the  hononr  to  be,  Gentlmen, 
Yoor  most  obedient,  humble  Servants, 
(Signed)        C.  Grant. 

W.   AsTELt. 

(/.  Mills. 

A.   ROBARTS. 

G.  Smith. 
R.  C.  Plowden. 
C.  Marjoribanks. 
I.  Inglis. 
I.  Bebb. 
East  India-Hooso.        G.  A.  Robinson. 

lOthSept.  1810. 
At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Tuesday, 
the  4tli  of  December,  1 809  ; 
The  court  pursuant  to  notice  of  the  1st 
install,  taking  into  consideration  what 
farther  proceedings  may  be  proper,  re- 
specting the  officers  lately  suspended  at 
Fort  St.  George ; 

And    the  under-mentioned     particulars 
beinff  read  *,  viz. 

The  court's  military  letter  to  Madras, 

dated  the  29th  September,  1809 : 
The  military  letter  from  Madras,  to  the 
secret  committee,  dated  l^tU  May, 
1809: 
**  Sir  George  Barlow's  minute,  dated  1st 
May : 
A  memorial,   purportini;  to  be  from 
several  officers  of  the  Madras  esta- 
blishment to  the  govemorsreneral, 
lord    Minto,   dated  January, 

1809: 
An  address  from  do.  to  major  Thomas 
Boles: 

It  was,  on  a  motion, 
Resolved,  by  the  ballot,  that  the  couit 
having,  conformably  to  the  intention  ex- 
pressed in  the  military  letter  of  y9th  Sep- 
tember hist  to  Fort  St.  George,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  case 'of  certain 
officers  soispcnded  from  the  service  by  tbat 
government,  on  the  grounds  »t;ited  in 
their  secret  Utter  of  I3th  May,  1809,  are  of 
opinion,  * 

That  the  offences  wiHi  whicli  tiiose  offi> 
cers  are  charged,  are  of  th<*  most  dan'/crous 
and  Criminal  nature,  subvervivc  of  alt  legi- 
timate authority,  and'  oni;ht  alwa}s  fo 
receive  the  severest  punishment  whicli  the 
court  of  directors  can  inflict  -,  fince  lenity 
in  such  a  case  to  individuals,  would  prove 
most  detrimental  and  pernicious  to  the 
general  interests  of  the  aimy,  the  Indian 
govencneots,  and  the  nation. 
That  in  the  circumstances  in  which  the 


government  of  Fort  St.  George  were 
placed,  and  under  the  conviction  iliey  had 
from  evidences  before  them,  the  mcustures 
tl«ey  adopted  witli  rtspccl  to  those  officers 
were  proper  and  necessary. 

That  those  evidences,  ao  far  as  they  are 
brought  before  the  court,  do  apj>car  t  leai- 
ly  toe^tabli.vh  the  guilt  vt'tlu-  ditfcieut  par- 
ties to  whom  tliey  related,  und  to  .show  tiieui 
worthy  of  di^niis>ion. 

That  it  is  ther'  fore  proper  to  proceed 
to  the  act  of  dismission  ;  and  that,  auree- 
6ly  to  the  standing  rule  of  the  vervice,  u  hicJi 
requires  notice  of  a  motion  of  a  di^iuisston, 
the  court  do,  on  a  future  da;,  proceed  t<» 
the  said  act  -,  namely,  tlie  dismission  ot 
lieutenant  colonel  sL  Lcger,  major  de 
Morgan,  captain  Mai\shali,  captain  Grant, 
and  lieutenant  colonel  Manm  i  and  ui 
the  mean  time,  that  lieutenant  colonel 
Martin,  now  at  hon^e  uho  was  cqu^ally 
implicated,  and  upon  the  &nne  evidence  in 
the  otfeure  for  whicli  captain  Marshall 
was  suspended,  who  uould  have  been  sus- 
pended in  hlvC  ntanucr  had  he  been  in 
India,  and  whom  t  e  Fort  Geoiije  govern- 
ment recommend  it  to  the.  court  to  dismiss, 
with  the  other  ofFn-i  rs,  be.  uiilil  the  tinal 
cousideiation  of  their  ease  cymes  i  n,  mis- 
pcnded  as  tiiey  are  from  the  cowpahy's  ser- 
vice. 

East  India  House,  J.illiDec.  J809. 
To  the  honourabie  tlie  Court  ol  Directors. 
Gentlemen, 

We  dissent  from  the  reso'utions  of  the 
court,  parsed  on  Tuesday  the  :)th  insUint, 
on  the  'iubjecl  of  the  officers  suspended  by 
the  Madras  government ;  viz. 

Lientt  nant*eo!onel  the  honourable  Ar- 
thur St.  Letter: 
Major  Joiin  de  Morgan : 
Captain  James  Grant,  and 
Captain  Josiah  Marshali ;  and  on  the 
subject  of  lieutenaiit-colooel  George 
Martin,  whom  the  said  goveinment 
have   recommended    for    dismission 
from  the  comppny's  service : — 

Becaute,  to  our  astonishme;it  and  grief, 
tlie  isaid  resolution  pronouuces  on  ihe  guilt 
of  tijose  officers,  and  coudemns  them  with- 
out  a  trial  or  a  hearim;,  and  pled^^es  the 
court  "  on  a  future  day  to  proceed  to  the 
act  of  their  dismission  j  and  it  appears  to  us, 
that  the  disniis.vion  of  any  otiieer  from  the 
service  of  tlie  company,  witl>out  bringing 
him  to  trial-  by  a  court  martial,  or  hearing 
him  in  his  defence,  or  niakins;  to  him  a 
communication  of  the  charge  preferred 
against  liim,  atid  aff(irJing  him  an  opportU' 
nity  of  repelling  or  ansMeriog  it,  w«»ujd  be 
a  violation  of  the  tirst  and  most  sacred 
principle  of  justice,  and  an  act  of  wliich 
we  believe,  no  example  is  to  bo  found, 
either  in  the  records  of  the  East  India 
company,  or  m  the  annals  of  tlie  British 
nation ;  and  in  deprecating  which,  we  only 


•  For  this, 

tiie  Register. 

Vol.  12. 
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claim,  Ml  behalf  of  meritorionx  and  du- 
tinpmhecl  officers  of  our  army,  a  priTileae 
Krhicb  the  laws  of  England  accord  to  tue 
■leanest  criniiQal. 

Herause,  sach  a  procedure  adopted,  and 
fonnded  on  ea  parte  evidence,  obtained 
and  transmitted  by  tlio  Madras  govern- 
ment at  a  period  of  universal  fennent  rnd 
airitation,  would  tend  to  confirm,  rather 
than  to  allay  the  existing  animosity  between 
that  government  and  the  army ;  and  to 
weaken  that  coiifidrnce  on  the  impartial 
justice  of  the  court  of  dircrtoi-s,  which 
they  must  at  all  times  wish  to  cheri'^h,  and 
whirh  was  perhaps  never  of  more  inipor* 
•tance  than  at  the  present  moment. 

Because,  n  thin^  is  to  be  gained,  and 
in  our  apprehension,  the  most  serious  evils 
to  be  hazarded,  by  not  waiting  to  hear 
what  the  officers  accused  may  have  to  otter 
in  their  defence,  since  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  four  of  them  are  now  on 
their  passage  home,  and  the  fitlh,  namely, 
lieutenant  colonel  Martin,  is  already  and 
has  been  for  several  montlis  in  England  ;  and 
•f  course  it  has  so  long  been,  and  still  is, 
in  the  option  of  the  coort  to  inform  him  of 
the  crime  with  which  be  it  charged,  and  to 
hear  bun  in  his  defence. 

Because,  even  admitting  that  all  stated 
in  the  last  dispatches  from  Madras  against 
the  said  officers,  were  to  be  proved  ;  it  is, 
we  conceive,  impossible  to  say  that  they 
can  offer  nothing  in  palliation  of  their  mis. 
•onduct,  or  that  would  not  be  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  court,  in  determining 
their  judgment  upon  it. 

Because,  it  is  possible  also,  that  circum- 
stances may  have  occurred  in  India,  sub- 
•e4)uent  to  tiie  date  of  the  last  dispatches, 
that  may  have  induced  the  governments 
both  of  Madras  and  Beiigal,  to  adopt  heal> 
ing  measures,  or  measures  of  conciliation 
and  lenity  towards  tlie  misguided  officers 
in  general ;  in  which  case,  the  commuui- 
eation  of  such  measures  arriving  subsequent 
to  the  courtfs  having  passed  the  sentence 
•f  dismission,  would  involve  the  court 
in  great  embarrassment,  and  subject  tliem 
♦o  the  charge  of  having  acted  with  great 
precipitation,  as  well  as  with  extitnie 
rigonr. 

Because,  admitting  as  wc  do  in  the 
fullest  sense,  that  the  court  of  directors, 
as  representatives  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany,^  have,  indisputably  a  legal  power  to 
cismiss  officers  from  the  service  of  tlic  com- 
pany without  bringing  them  to  trial  by 
court  martial,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
it  a  power,  the  exewise  of  which  is  justi- 
fiable only  in  cases  of  extreme  neceseity  ; 
of  enormous  guilt,  establi'^hed  and  proved 
«n  the  clearest  and  most  incontrovertible 
evidence  ;  and  above  all  we  contend  that 
if,  in  such  extreme  cases,  public  expedi- 
ency requires  that  a  company'^  officer 
thould  be  precluded  from  the  privilege  of 
being  tried  by  hit  peert;  it  becowet  in  con* 


teqnence  a  still  more  iacred|daty  not  to 
deprive  him  of  his  remaininir  privilefire,  a 
full  and  impartial  hearing :  but  if  erer  a 
precedent  should  be  estcd>iished,  for  de- 
ciding on  the  honour  and  character!  of  offi- 
cers, and  consigning  them  to  dcgradatiea 
and  ruin  without  either  a  trial  or  heariiig, 
we  are  oi'  opinion,  that  from  that  nM>- 
mcnt  there  « ill  no  longer  exist  the  bett 
seciirity  for  the  attacluneut  and  coi^kleiice 
of  that  body  of  men,  to  whoi»e  brare  and 
able  exertions  we  have  l>een  princi- 
pally indebted  for  all  we  have  acquired  ia 
India,  and  on  whom  v^c still  gieatly  depend 
for  it5  prcKcrvation. 

Upon  these  gronndf,  we  desire  to  re- 
cord our  dissent  from  the  resolution  in  qors- 
tioii,  and  tii> neatly  deprecate  its  liein^ 
cairu'd  iuro  effect  ;  first,  ha  the  bope  of 
indiiciii:;   the  court  to  defer    any    artml 

f)roceeding  npon  it,  until  the  officers  shall 
lavc  arrived  in  this  country,  and  beea 
heard  in  their  defence  ;  and  secondly,  if  we 
should  fiiil  in  that  hope,  to  exoDOtrate  oar- 
sclves  from  any  responsibility  for  tbe  conse- 
quences that  may  result  from  it  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  company,or  to  the  credit  ci  die 
court  of  directors. 

(Signed)       J.  HuDDtRtToi, 
J.  Pattisok. 

To  the  honourable  the  Cowt  of  Directors. 
DISSENT. 
Gentlemen, 

Considering  it  my  duty  to  record  my 
dissent  from  such  renolutions  as  those 
which,  on  principles  of  public  justice^  I 
have  vainly  eycfeavonred  to  oppose,  I 
hereby  protest  agamst  the  resolution  car- 
ried by  the  ballot  on  the  5th ;  declanng  that 
tlie  measures  ado|)ted  by  the  govemmeot 
of  Fort  St.  George,  with  respect  to  certaia 
officers  of  that  establishment,  were  pro- 
per aud  necessary :  that  certain  e^coccs, 
stated  on  tlie  dispatches  of  the  govenimeDt 
of  Fort  St.  Georee,  do  a[  pear  clearly  to 
establish  the  guilt  of  the  different  parties 
to  whom  tliey  relate  •,  and  to  shew  then 
worthy  of  dismission. — It  is  therefore  pro- 
per to  proceed,  on  a  future  day,  to  the  art 
of  dimisaiiii?  Iieutenaut-colonel  St.  Leger, 
major  De  Morgan,  captain  Marshall,  cap- 
tain Grant,  and  lieutenant-colonel  Martin , 
and  suspending  lieutenant  colonel  Marta 
from  thq  service  until  the  final  consideratioa 
of  the  case  comes  on.  a 

I  protest  against  the  premature  declans , 
tion  of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  government  rf 
Madras,  aud  against  proceeding  to  the  act 
of  dismissing  officers  on  the  conviction ' 
which  that  government  had  received  from 
the  evhlence  before  tliem. 

1st. — Because  such  declaration  and  pro> 
ccdure  are  acts  of  confidence  in  the  wis* 
dom  of  that  government,  not  vrarranted 
by  any  docmaeuts  ia  the  possession  of  th« 
court. 
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Sdly. — Bccavse  I  fonsider  the  conduct 
of  ihe  i^overninent  of  Fort  St.  Georfje  lo 
hare  been  muinly  productive  of  that  irri- 
tHtion,  approachin;;  to  frenzy,  which  led  to 
the  late  acts  of  insubordination  in  the  army 
BiKlcr  ihdt  presidency  ; 

l«f. — Hy  their  liaiii:hty  and  contemptuoas 
rejection  of  a  respectful  memorial,  ad- 
dressed to  this  cmiit  by  certain  officers 
commanding;  corps,  wliicli  memorial,  aU 
thoni^h  reasoned  on  by  iln»  government  of 
Madiao,  in  proof  of  tii''  misconduct  of  the 
ofiicers,  has  hitherto  been  absolutclv  sup- 
pressed, or  withheld  from  the  official  know- 
ledge oi'  this  court. 

2flly. — By  the  injustice  of  tlieir  8u«pen> 
sion  of  lieutenant -culund  Capper,  and  ma- 
jor Botes,  acts  va  crude  and  unsound  in 
their  principles,  as  rash  and  imnecessary 
iD  their  application. 

3t|iy. — I  dissent,  l>ecause,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  misapplied  und  ill-timed  ex- 
ample, namely ,  the  explanatory  order  re- 
garding'lieutenant-colonel  Munro's  report, 
which,  if  pubUi»liod  at  the  proper  time, 
might  have  tranquillized  tlie  whole  army, 
no  one  instance  occurs,  from  the  beuinning 
to  tlie  end  of  their  dispatches,  of  tlic 
due  exercise  of  authority  being  tem- 
pered by  that  spirit  of  conciliation,  which^ 
bv  respecting  others,  entires  respect  for 
itielf. 

And  finally,  because  a  povornment,  de- 
ficient in  tliat  essential  qualifieati<»n,  more 
justly  invites  the  consideration  of  radical 
reform,  than  an  act  of  unqualified,  unne- 
cessary, and  in  my  opinion,  most  danger- 
ous confidence. 

I  di<(9ent  fron)  the  resolntion,  which 
declares  it  to  l»e  proper  to  pioceed  to  the 
act  of  dtsmis^mg  the  officers  who  have  been 
suspended  by  the  government  of  Madras. 

1st.-—  Because,  althuut^h  I  perfectly  con- 
cur in  flie  opinion  of  the  court,  as  to  the 
dangerous  and  crimioal  nature  of  the  of- 
fences witti  which  these  officnis  arc 
charged,  and  adunt  the  necessity  for  in- 
flicting on  all  those  against  whom  such 
ofienccA  shall  he  substantuted,  the  se- 
verest punishment  whicli  the  court  of  di- 
rectors can  inUiCt,  I  yet  consider  any  final 
df temuiidtiou  on  the  cah:  of  tiie  suspended 
officers,  until  they  shall  have  bten  heaid 
hi  their  th  ft  nee,  to  be  at  direct  variance 
^ih  the  fundamental  and  imtnjtdblo  pnn- 
ciples  of  j«<nre. 

iJdly.—  Because  the  measure  of  extend- 
in;;  to  the  persons  KuspiMuled  by  tlie  jro- 
temraent  of  iVladras,  under  their  order 
•f  the  ist  M'dv,  Iii09,  tins  common  privi- 
fc'Ue  of  the  nioft  common  malefactor^ 
^liile  it  obviatcH  tlie  evils,  and  possible 
tnjn^tice  of  pivtipiute  judgment,  has  the 
tUkautiiue  of  hein:;  attended  with  no  possi- 
ble iitconveuicnct. 

3iUv  —Because,  unless  the  court  intends 
Jp  avow  a  thstrnst  of  the  propriety  of  its 
itttu^  deliberation,  there  is  absolotely  no 


pretext,  for  precipitating  decision  in  this 
case;  sufficient  confidence  in  tlie  Madras 
government  having -Jjeen  already  marked 
by  tlie  unqualified  approbation  of  the  pre- 
liminary medNiire  adopted  on  the  ground 
stated  in  these  dispatches,  the  example 
being  made,  and  the  suspension  standing 
cnfoiced,  so  that  u.ithmg  but  a  deliberate 
act  ot'  the  court  can  restore  the  sus{>ended 
officer*  to  t!ie  vseivice. 

4thly.— Ut-causc  the  very  tenor  of  the 
rcsoluiion,  in  which  the  court  records  its 
Opinion,  "  that  ihe  evidences,  so  far  as 
ihey  are  brought  befi»re  the  court,"  show 
tliose  officers  worthy  of  dismission,  ahuits 
the  pos*iihle  deficiency  of  the  information, 
on  whicij  itas^unit'H  tiie  guilt  of  the  parties 
to  be  clearly  e<iabli^ljed. 

5tlily. — Because  the  ascertained  suppres- 
sion of  the  memorial,  addrensed  to  tliis 
court  by  certain  officers  couitiidndmg  corps, 
in  December,  1800,  confer  on  another  do- 
cument, Mcll  known  to  this  court  (altliougb 
not  officially  before  it)  an  importance  which 
it  couid  not  otherwise  claim ;  and  tiie  evi- 
dence that  document  presents  of  tlic  ab- 
sence of  all  foundation  in  (act  for  the  sup- 
position on  which  lieutenant-colouel  Kobeit 
Bell  was  removed  fron  all  military  cJiarge, 
strcn^tliens  and  extends  tlie  mfeieuce  to  be 
drawn  from  the  ascertained  case  of  stip- 
pn'>.sioB,  niiitely,  that  this  couttisnotin 
pos«ics«*ion  of  all  ilic  facts  which  are  requi- 
site to  an  impartial  decision. 

Ctlily.— Hecduse  the  delay  of  final  deci- 
sion, until  the  accused  (>arties  can  be  heard 
in  answer  fo  the  charge  a^dinst  them,  is 
consi<ifent  with  the  principle  of  the  i»taud«  - 
iiisr  rule  of  the  court  alluded  to  in  the  reso- 
lution, which,  auricipatinz  the  possible 
etfects  of  rash  ani  precipitate 'decision, 
has  wisely  provided  a  previo«is  notice  of 
any  motion  tor  dismission  from  tlie  compa- 
ny's service. 

(Signed)  J.  Bannermait. 

India  Hoose, 
15th  Deceinbtr,  1809. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  l^eld  on,  Wednes- 
day, 4th  A.pnl,  1U10,  James  Pattison,esq.  a 
member  of  the  conit,  purspnt  to  the  notica 
given  by  him  on  the  ^^^Sthnlt.  made  the  fol. 
iowiu!^  motion  : —    , 

"  Tnat  tlie  spirit  of  the  general  orders  is- 
sued by  lord  Minto  to  the  Madras  army,  in 
date  of  the  V/ith  :^eptember,  it  is  hoped,  may 
produce  the  most  salutary  effects,  if  a  cor- 
re^ipoudinie  sentiment  is  evinced  by  the 
Conrt  of  Directors : 

**  lliat  tlie  selection  by  lord  Minto  of 
three  officers  only  for  trial,  on  the  principle 
that,  from  their  command  of  stations,  and 
high  rank,  the  infiuence  of  their  exampla 
was  productive  of  the  greatest  miscMef ; 
while  an  option  is  given  t^  eijthteen  officers^ 
deeply  impUcated  in  tiie  rebellion,  one  of 
whom  was  actnall^  taken  w^h  arms  in  hit 
hands,  tfi  tid^e  their  trial  or  qcu(  the  sMTii^ 
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and  a  general  amnetiy  is  extended  to  all 
the  other  officers  involved  in  tlie  late  trou- 
bles after  the  1st  May  ;  evidently,  proves, 
that,  in  his  lordsliip*<i  view  of  thb' truly  im- 
portant question,  th<'se  examples  of  severity 
are  sufficient  for  the  attainment  of  his  de- 
clared object,  to  blend  justice  with  the  ul- 
nost  extension  of  mercy  : 

**  ITiat  the  ofliceni,  who  long  before  tlie 
commencement  of  the  mutiny  were  sent 
home  by  the  Madras  covemmcnt  under  sus- 
pension, and  whose  case,  from  the  date  of 
that  act,  is  out  of  the  reach  of  the  genera} 
amnesty',  even  if  their  jealous  sense  of  ho- 
nour could  admit  of  tlicir  consent  to  be  so 
shattered,  are  placed  in  «o  pectiliar  a  situa- 
tion as  to  demand  the  immtdiate  attentiun 
of  the  court,  inasmuch  a»  the  hi::iic.Ht  degree 
of  guilt  that  could  possibly  attach  to  them, 
even  if  the  charijes  brought  against  them 
could  be  subitUintiated  by  incontrovertible 
evidence,  would  fall  short,  infinitely  short, 
of  the  dreadful  crime  of  rcbtllion,  in  which 
the  wl.ole  b  )dy  of  officers  were  involved, 
who  are  absolved  and  protected  by  the  am- 
nesty : 

•<  Tliat  the  suspension  of  these  officers 
beini;  one  of  the  alleged  causes  of  discon- 
tent in  the  Madras  army,  the  removal  of  it 
would  be  attended  witli  the  mo^t  beneficial 
effects,  and  the  opportunity  to  show  a  spirit 
of  conciliation  on  the  part  oftlie  court,  can- 
not belter  present  itself,  than  in  tlie  answer 
to  the  dispatches  announcing  the  termination 
of  the  late  unnatural  rebellion,  ej»pecially  as 
no  act  of  the  couK  can  now  be  considered 
in  any  other  light  than  as  the  snoutaneous 
exercise  of  their  judumeitt,  uninfluenced  by 
fear  or  nt  cessity,  the  rebellion  havint;  been 
put  do\^n  bv  the  authority  of  the  legal  go- 
vernment of  India,  without  a  bhadow  of 
conre«sion  or  stipulation  : 

**  In  this  situatinn  of  things,  the  court, 
wishing  to  draw  the  curtain  over  cverj-  trans- 
action that  maj'  by  any  inference  behehl  to 
bear  upon  the  lute  lamentable  events,  and 
desirous,  as  far  as  fhall  be  pos*^ible,  that  the 
whole  may  be  buried  in  oblivion,  is  wiliintj; 
to  waive  all  invcbtigaiion  of  tlie  respective 
cases  of  tlie  Suspended  officern ;  to  restore 
them  to  the  ser\i  ►'  j  and  to  permit  them  to 
letum  to  their  re«^iments  without  prejudice 
to  their  rank,  and  to  draw  their  rrginiental 
allowaiiccs  from  ihc  date  of  their  enibarka- 
tiou  for  India :" 

**  it  U  therefore  resolved, 
''  That  the  following  officers  be  restored 
to  the  service,  as  above  ;  \it. — The  lionour- 
able  colonel  Sentleger,  colonel  Martin,  ma- 
jor de  Morgan,  captain  Marshall,  captain 
Grant,  eolouel  Capper,  and  major  Boles ;  and 
that  the  above  rei»oIutions  be  communicated 
to  them  severally  by  the  secretary.'* 

Extract  general  instructions  to  Bengal, 

dated  tf9th  March  1774,  was  read  j 
It  was  then  moved  to  amend  the  said  mo- 
lion,  by  leaviog.  out  all  the  word*  af^er  the 


word  ^  that,**  in  order  to  introdace,  in  lieo 
thereof,  the  following  words  ;  viz. 

'*  It  is  of  vital  and  essential  importance 
to  the  existence  both  of  the  Britisii  empire 
in  India  and  of  tlie  East  India  company,  to 
maintain  tlie  authority  and  supremacy  d 
the  governments  tliere,  over  the  armies  be- 
longing to  them,  and  over  all  military  men 
collectively  and  individuallv  : — that  ihe  late 
rebellion  of  the  officers  of  the  Madras  amy, 
which  placed  the  British  power  and  inte- 
rests in  India  in  the  most  imminent  peril  of 
destruetion,  was  the  progress  and  result  of 
discontent,   insubordination,   and  seditioa, 

Croduced  and  fomented  anionjc  tlie  officeis 
y  illegal  combinations  and  mflamniatory 
writings  : — That  all  acts  of  this  kind  (7 
military  men  are  of  a  nature  most  criminai, 
and  merit  the  strongest  displeasure  and  re- 
pro!>ation  of  the  court ;  and  especially  that 
the  conduct  of  men,  who  l>y  deliberate  acts 
excite  others  to  insubordination  and  resis- 
tance of  la>vful  authoiity,  i*  more  deeply 
puilty  than  that  of  many  officers,  who,  at 
h'njxth,  tran^poited  by  the  violence  of  pas- 
sions thus  raised,  went  alon?  with  the  gene- 
ral torrent : — ^That  certain  r^fficers  of 'the 
Madras  cstaMishmcnt,  namelv.  colonels 
Sentleger,  Boles  and  MarUn,  major  de  Mor- 
gan, and  captains  Grant  and  Marshall,  were 
charged  by  the  Madras  government,  upon 
direct  evidence,  to  have  been  parties  and 
insduatois  in  tlie  measures  which  pro<luced 
insnbotdinMtinn,  disaffection,  and  re-\istance 
amoniT  the  otfieei-s  of  the  Madra<(  army  ;  md 
upon  those  charces  were  suspended  by  the 
govciTunent  from  the  con»pan)'s  service,  the 
governmei'.t  having  also  recommended  to 
the  court  to  disinisK  the  said  officers  :  —That 
the  com  t  of  duectors  have  confirmed  the 
said  suspcuHOu,  and  declared  to  the  Madras 
government  an  intention  of  going,  with  so- 
lemn deliberation  and  impartiality,  into  an 
examination  and  final  decision  on  the  whole 
of  tlie  case  of  tlic  said  officers  ;  and  that 
therefore  to  depait  now  fiom  tliis  declared 
intention,  and  to  ieiiti»tate  them,  even  with- 
out examination,  in  th*^  service,  would  be  1 
fatal  measure,  prc.Tiaut  with  the  most  dan- 
gerous consequences  to  the  authority  of  the 
Indian  govenimrnt,  tlie  di<^cip!ine  *ai  J  su- 
bordination of  the  •company's  officers,  inas- 
much as  it  would  shew,  tliat  Men  removed 
from  the  service  for  the  greatest  cffanc  that 
a  soldier  can  commit,  resistance  to  tlie  go- 
vei-nraent  under  whom  he  serves,  mav,'  by 
solicitation  and  inflncnctr  at  home,  obtain, 
even  without  a  trial,  restoration  to  his  for- 
mer rank  in  that  service  ;  and  that  afler 
such  a  death-blow  to  tlic  authority  and  su- 
premacy of  the  Indian  governments,  all 
hopes  and  even  attempts  on  their  part  to 
contain  the  military  within  ilue  bounds  must 
be  given  up  : — ^lliat  the  amm  sty  extended 
by  lord  Minto  to  many  officers  concerned 
in  therevoltfhasnotyet  been  sanctioned  or 
considered  by  the  court,  and  before  it  is  so, 
cannot  be  pleaded  ai  an  example  on  which 
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tbe court  should  act:— That  had  it  even 
been  approved  by  the  conrt,  it  furnishes  no 
arguments  for  extending  an  amnesty  to  the 
suspended  officers,  because,  if  tliey  are  goil- 
ty,  they  are  guilty  as  principals  and  not  as 
accessaries,  and  lord  Minto  has  in  his  pro- 
ceeding distinguished  between  these  classes, 
liaving  appointed  a  certain  number  of  offi- 
cers, whom'  he  regarded  as  principals,  to  be 
put  on  their  trials  :-^hat,  moreover,  he 
has  expressly  limited  his  anmesty  to  offen- 
ces committed  after  the  Ist  May,  lbQ9,  on 
which  day  the  officers  in  qnestiou  were  sus- 
pended for  acts  done  before  that  period  : — 
That  amnesty  supposes  guilt,  whereas  the 
suspended  officers  have  pleaded  innocence, 
and  desired  investi|sation  ;  that  this  investi- 
gation is  the'  more  necessary,  because  no 
two  of  their  cases  are  alike,  and  tlierefore, 
the  only  way  of  determining  justly  upon 
them  is,  to  examine  each  of  them  separately, 
and  this  aAer  all  the  information  to  be  ex- 
pected from  India  on  the  subject,  and  on 
the  seditious  proceedings  of  tbe  Madras 
officers ;  part  of  wliicli  information  may  be 
looked  for  by  the  next  fleet,  and  others, 
from  the  further  inquiries  proposed  by  lord 
Mmto,  arc  before  the  court. 

"  That  upon  all  these  considerations,  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  court.  That  the  de- 
sign the  court  have  already  notified,  of  go- 
ing into  a  deliberate  and  thorough  investi- 
gation of  the  case  of  each  of  those  officers 
respectively,  should  on  no  account  be  de- 
parted from ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  the  great 
pressure  of  business,  incident  to  this  season 
of  the  year,  and  now  particularly  heavy, 
will  permit,  they  will  proceed  to  tbe  said 
examination." 

It  was  then  moved,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
question.** 

And  ^e  court's  resolution  of  the  5th  De- 
cember last,  being  read ; 

The  said  proposed  amendment  was  with- 
drawn by  consent  of  the  court. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  ; 
viz. 

"  That  the  original  motion  be  now  put :" 

And  the  same  being  accordingly  put  by 
the  ballot: 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
■ 

To  tlie  honourable  the  Conrt  of  Directors 
of  tbe  East  India  company. 
Gentlemen. 

We  dissent  irom  the  resolution  of  the 
court  of  tlie  4th  instant,  by  which  the  pre- 
vious question  was  carried,  upon  the  mo- 
tion for  restoring  to  the  company's  service 
the  following  officers,  viz. 

Lieutenant-colonel  tlie  hon.  Arthur  Sent- 
leger,  lieutenant-colonel  George  Martin, 
niajor  John  Dc  Morgan,  captain  James 
Oranty  captain  Josiah  Marshall,  lieutenant- 
colonel  Capper,  and  major  Boles  ;— 

J .  Because  six  of  those  officers  were  by 
i^c  Madras  govenunent  deprived  of  their 


stations,  and  suspended  from  the  company's 
service,  and  the  seventh  (lientenant-colonel 
George  Martin)  recommended  for  dismis- 
sion from  the  service  without  a  trial  or  a 
hearing,  or  the  commiuiication  to  them  of 
any  charge,  in  violation  of  the  first  and 
most  sacred  principle  of  justice,  and  equally 
in  violation  of  the  express  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors  declared  on  various  occa- 
sions, and  especially  in  the  following  arti- 
cle of  their  general  instructions  to  the  govern- 
ment general,  dated  the  27th  March,  1774:— 

"  Article  20. — If  any  of  the  company's 
servants,  civil  or  military,  except  the  mem- 
bers of  our  board  of  trade,  whom  we  do  not 
make  liable  to  your  suspension,  shall  at  any 
time  be  suspended  by  you  from  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  or  anv  vacancy  shall  hap» 
pen  b^  resignation  or  dCath,4t  is  onr  order 
and  direction  that  tlie  person  next  in  rank^ 
office,  or  rotation,. be  appointed  to  supply 
such  vacancy  in  our  civil  or  military  ser- 
vice, until  our  pleasure  shall  be  known.  We 
also  further  direct  that,  before  the  removal 
of  any  company's  servant  from  any  office, 
the  party  be  made  acquainted  in  writing 
with  the  accusation  preferred' against  him ; 
that  be  be  summoned  to  make  \m  defence^ 
having  a  reasonable  time  allowed  for  that 
purpose ;  and  that  you  proceed  on  all  such 
occasions  with  the  greatest  tenderness  and 
cii'cumspection ;  And  we  further  direct, 
that  all  such  charges  made  before  you 
against  any  of  our  servants  in  your  depart- 
ment, and  all  proceedings  tii^ereon,  be  re- 
gularly entered  upon  your  consultations, 
and  with  them  transmitted  to  us." 

2.  Because  this  violent  procedure  on  the 
part  of  the  Madras  government  (and  parti- 
cularly the  suspension  of  major  Boles,) 
with  the  removal  in  the  same  samraary 
manner  of  many  other  distin^iished  officers 
from  their  commands,  essentially  contribut- 
ed to  produce  that  general  irritation  in  tlie 
army,  which  progressively  led  to  tlie  guilty 
determination  of  attempting  to  obtain  re- 
dress by  force  of  arms  ;  an  attempt  the 
criminality  of  which  nothing  can  even  palli-^ 
ate,  and  in  the  suppression  of  which,  all  the 
measures  of  the  Madras  government  have 
onr  fullest  approbation  ;  but  we  think  that 
neither  wisdom  nor  impartial  justice  re* 
quiring  of  us  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  causes 
which  led  to  it,  and  the  acts  in  qusstion 
having  been  among  the  principal  ot^  those, 
causes,  tlie  measure  w^  recommended 
**  would,"  (as  it  stated  in  the  r^ecte**  j»ro- 
positlon,)  <'  be  attended  with  the  most  he* 
neficial  effects;  and  the  opportunity  to  shew 
a  spirit  of  conciliation  on  the  part  of  the 
couit  cannot  better  present  itself  than  in 
the  answer  to  the  dispatches  announciqff 
the  termination  of  the  fate  unnatural  rebeiU 
lion,  especially  a^  no  act  of  the  court  can 
now  be  considered  in  any  other  light  tlian  a^ 
tlie  spontaneous  exercise  of  their  judgment, 
uninnuenced  bv  fear  or  necessity,  3ie  re- 
bellion having  been  pot  down  by  the  «miUio« 
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tity  of  thelef^al  ^vemmei  t  in  India,  with* 
out  a  Bbadow  ot  concession  or  ^piilation.*' 

5,  Bccanse  the  court  of  directors,  at  the 
recommendation  of  the  committt  c  of  cor- 
respondence, enforced  by  the  hononiable 
rhairman,  agreed  to  paragraphs  in  a  noili- 
tary  letter  to  the  Maiiras  uovcrnmenf,  da- 
ted l.-^th  September  last,  which  expressed 
the  fnllt'st  approbation  of  their  conduct  in 
the  suspensions  and  removals  of  the  1st 
May,  and  confirmed  indiscriminately  all 
their  measuies,  as  the  court  hail  done  before, 
of  every  precedmg  step  taken  by  tuat  go- 
femment  since  the  commencen^ent  of  the 
agitations,  with  tite  single  aualification  in 
lavonr  of  colonel  Capper  and  ma  |0r  Boles, 
whose  suspension  the  court  had  directed  to' 
be  taken  off,  being  of  npinion  ttiat,  as  those 
officers  were  placed  in  a  situation  of  difli* 
culty,  their  removal  from  office  would  have 
been  a  sufficient  punishment ;  tlie  coi.rt 
themselves,  however,  now  su>pended  major. 
Boles,  f  on  grounds  which  we  siia'l  hereafttT 
advert  to ;)  and,  in  consequence  of  the  rc- 
eommcndution  of  t.c  Madras  government 
respecting  lieottnant-colonel  Martin,  tlicy 
anspended  thatoffictr,  in  order  tb  put  bim 
on  a  footing  witli  the  rest  of  the  suspended 
joffieers.  We  are  aware  tlmt,  for  this 
indiscriminate  approbation  gi%en  to  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  Madras  government, 
inay  be  urged  the  expediency  of  affurding 
that  government  the  fnlltst  support  nndtr 
the  difficulties  witli  which  it  ttas  sur- 
rounded ;  but  looking  forward  to  the  future 
character  of  our  own  proceedings,  we  re- 
spectfully submit  it  to  the  court  that,  after 
having  heard  and  even  acted  npon  the  ex 
parte  statements  against  the  officers  by  the 
Madras  government,  impartial  justice  ex- 
acted of  ns  the  same  readiness  to  hear  their 
defence,  especially  when  it  was  considered 
how  long  they  had  already  suffered  the  se- 
▼cre  punishment  of  suspension  from  tlie 
•enrice,  with  the  pr.vation  of  all  emolu- 
ment. Whether  the  suspended  officers  have 
reason  to  complain  npon  that  score,  we 
#ha  1  submit  to  the  candid  judgment  of  the 
couit 

4.  Because,  so  long  ago  as  tlie  5th  De- 
cember last,  tlie  honourable  chairman  con- 
sidered the  cases  of  the  suspended  officers 
so  fully  in  the  possession  of  Uie  court,  and 
any  further  information  regarding  them  so 
far  from  neccssarv,  that  he  brought  forward 
in  court  a  prop^^fiion  which,  in  tlie  original 
draft,  we  believe,  extended  to  tlieir  dismis- 
sion from  the  service,  and  the  earnest  de- 
precation of  so  extreme  a  measure,  by  se- 
▼eral  members,  on  the  ground  that  all  the 
accused  were  absent  except  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Martin,  and  he,  though  in  England, 
unconscious  and  uninformed  of  any  accusa- 
tion against  him,  could  not  prevail  with  the 
honourable  chairman  to  relax  any  further 
than  (o  substitute  for  immediate  dismission, 
a  resolution  pledging  the  court  to  '*  proceed 
Id  ^at  act  fm  a  future  4^^?"  ^^  io  ^^ 


meantime  placing  in  a  state  of  snBpensioa 
lieutenant-colonel  Martin,  whom  the  Ma* 
dras  government  had  recommended  to  the 
conrt  to  dismiss  with  the  oihert»fficer<.  We 
shall  only  here  make  two  observations,  of 
the  many  which  must  instant  y  occur  to 
the  mind,  on  examining  tlie  extraordinary 
structure  of  this  resolution,  its  positions  and 
the  inferences  and  deduct. ons  forced  fro« 
ti:em.  We  are  confident  it  cannot  bo  read 
without  its  btlng  p*  rreived  that  the  word 
"  charged'  is  ma<le  u»e  of,  and  rel^<^d  oa 
precisely,  as  if  its  sicr.ificatioii  were  *}• 
nonymous  with  thatnf  the  word  '*  ronvirt- 
ed  ;"  and  from  the  serious  character  of  tt* 
ofJences  imputed,  foit  winch  it  enlarires  in 
very  sok-mn  terms)  it  virtually  and  roo^ 
obviously  diaws  the  conclitsion,  that  thtj 
O'fght  tu  be  condemnc  d  without  a  heariof. 
The  resolution  then  p  oceeds  to  apologize 
in  beuaif  of  tJie  Madras  government,  for 
the  summary  vi«.h'jice  of  their  procednre 
toward.s^the  accused  otf.cers,  by  i^tatiifg, 
that  **  in  the  circumstances  in  whtrb  tLe 
govcinnu'iit  we;e  placed,  and  under  the 
conviction  wuirh  tlity  ijad,  from  evidences 
before  tliem,  ti:e  Uieasurcs  they  adopted 
with  respect  to  tl^ose  officers,  were  proper 
and  "  necessary.'  Tiris  apology  for  the 
Madras  jjovern  nnnt  may  be  adniittcfl,  in 
extenuation  of  tie  violence  of  their  coudnct, 
in  respect  to  ail  the  reinovi  d  and  sn&pended 
officers  except  lieutenant-colonel  martin, 
from  whom,  as  he  w.js  in  England,  they 
could  Imve  nothing  to  ftur  ;  bvtt  it  wontd  be 
insulting  the  nudt* rstanding  of  the  conrt,  to 
ask  how  tlie  circumstances,  in  which  the 
Madras  government  were  placed,  co-  Id  ap- 
ply in  our  ju5itilication,  or  wlfcre  we  coold 
have  looked  for  any,  had  we  followed  tfeeir 
example.  So(m  af^er  the  rr.«a!ution  in  qnes- 
tion  had  passed,  a  circnmstaure  occurred, 
which  must,  we  hope,  have  been  highly  {:ra- 
tifying  to  the  honourable  chairman,  and 
have  made  him  sensible  from  what  bitter  re- 
gret he  had  beni  saved,  by  those  members 
of  the  court  who  had  opposed  his  wish  to 
proceed  to  the  immediate  dismission  of  the 
suspended  officers  IJeutenant-coIonel  Mar- 
tin, informed  of  the  daii.:er  he  bad  been  in, 
(probably  through  the  kindness  of  some 
friend,  who  thought  that  previous  to  ha 
dismission  from  the  service,  he  ought  at 
least  to  know  that  he  was  accused, )  made 
a  respectful  application  to  the  conrt  for 
information  of  the  charge  or  accusation 
preferred  against  him ;  he  was  accordingly 
furnished  with  it,  and  in  consequence  deli- 
vered in  as  amplt*  a  refutation  of  ttie  cliaryc 
as  the  nature  of  the  ca^e  eoidd  possibly  ad- 
mit. ■  A  Portugpese  montldy  writer  in  the 
office  of  the  military  board,  had  de|>osed  on 
oath  before  sir  George  Barlow,  that  a  copy 
of  the  letter,  or  intended  letter,  from  the  om* 
cers  to  lord  Minto  was,  he  believed,  in  the 
hand-writing  of  lientenant-colone]  Martin.' 
On  this  evidif'nce,  which  must  be  allowed  to 
l^  ^e  most^lible  of  ail  descriptioniof  evt- 
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ilence,  belief  as  to  haixl-writinj^,  taken  ra  an 
examinatjon,  of  which  it  may  be  safely  pre- 
samed  the  exchisive  object  was,  not  the  dis- 
covery of  ionocence,  at  wliich  no  one  was 
present  to  offer  any  explanation,  pat  any 
question,  or  elicit  any  fact  or  circnnistance 
in  favour  of  the  accused,  the  Madras  go- 
vernment recommended  it  to  the  court  of 
director^  to  dismiss  lieutenant-colonel  Mar- 
tin ftqm  the  service.  That  utficer  in  his  de- 
fence, made  before  a  mairistrate  a  solemn 
affidavit  to  the  absolute  falsehood  of  the 
charge,  denying  that  any  copy  of  the  paper 
in  question  in  his  hami-writinrr,  had  ever 
been  in  the  miltary  board  office,  or  any 
where  else ;  and  he  has  since  declared  him- 
self ready  also  to  make  oath,  that  he  never 
8is;ned  or  subscribed  to  that  p;»per  j  and, 
as  a  collateral  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the 
denial,  he  lias  exhibited  a paptr,  which  be 
avers,  ami  is  ready  to  makeo4t!i,wastlieiden* 
tical  paper  wliich  the  person  who  j^avf  the 
eridencesaw  in  the  military  office,  an  J  must 
have  mistaken  for  a  copy,  or  the  draft  of 
the  intended  letter  from  the  officers  to  lord 
Minto  ;  and  heavers  it  to  be  the  drait  or  a 
rough  copy  of  that  very  letter  or  memonal 
from  the  Madras  officers  to  thfe  court  of  di- 
r  i!tors,  which  sir  George  Barlow  so  un- 
liappily  refused  to  receive  and  forward  to 
them,  and  the  reception  and  transmission 
of  which,  we  sincerely  believe,  would  have 
detendin^'tl  the  officers  to  wait  patiently 
and  snbniisfeively  tlie  decision  of  the  supe- 
rior antJiorities  in  Kngland. 

5.  Because  the  foregoing  it,  we  are  per- 
•uaded,  a  correct  utatcmcnt  of  the  case  of 
lieutenant-colonel  George  Marti u,  and  we 
are  truly  concerned  to  be  able  to  add,  that 
although  four  months  have  elapsed  since  he 
delivered  in  this  defence  to  the  only  charge 
exhibited  against  him,  no  notice  whatever 
has  been  taken  of  it,  nor  further  proceeding 
had  respecting  him,  and  in  respect  to  the 
other  suspended  officers,  the  result  of  our 
having  gi  /en  colonel  Martin  an  opportunity 
to  meet  the  charge  ag-J^inst  him,  has  ngt  obh- 
tained  for  them  the  same  justice. 

6.  Because  upwards  of  two  months  have 
elapsed  since  three  of  those officeis.  namely, 
lieutenant  colonel  the  honourable  Arthur 
Sentleger,  major  Boles,  and  captain  Josiah 
Marshall,  arrived  in  this  country  to  hear  the 
unlooked-for  intelligence,  that  on  the  ex- 
parte  statements  of  ineir  accuser,  their  sus- 
pension  from  the  service  had  been  approved 
by  that  body,  on  whose  equal  and  iiup-irtial 
justice  they  had  implicitly  relied  for  re- 
dress. Aftei  announcing  their  arrival,  each 
of  ihem  delivered  in  a  memorial  to  the 
court,  respectfully  soliciting  to  be  furnished 
with  information  ul  the  charges  exhibited 
against  him,  and  to  be  heard  in  his  defence, 
and  expressing  the  utmost  confidence  that 
he  should  be  able  to  satisfy  the  court  of  his 
innocence.  On  the  leading  of  one  of  those 
applications,  the  bonouraMe  chairman  said, 
that  he  supposed  t^c  court  would  laake  am 


distinction  in  favour  of  any  Individual  of 
the  suspended  officers^  and  emphatically 
added,  that  he  should  in  a  few  days  (or, 
soon)  bring  again  their  case  under  the  con- 
sideration of  ihe  court,  agreeably  to  the 
resolution  of  the  5th  December,  namelv, 
'the  resolution  to  procee.i  to  the  act  of  their 
dismission,  to  which  we  have  above  so  par- 
ticularly alluded.  Here  we  conceive  the 
honourable  chairman  gave  another  irrefra- 
gable proof,  that  he  considered  the  cases  of 
the  suspended  Oi'Hcers  to  be  fullv  and  com- 
pletely before  the  court,  and  aid  not  look 
tor  any  further  light  or  information  regard* 
ing  them ;  it  was  therefore  with  ama2ement, 
as  well  as  regret,  that  at  the  Ute  general 
court  held  on  the  25th  ultimo,  when  an 
officer  of  high  rank,  who  ha*  himself  passed 
an  honourable  and  distinguished  career  in 
our  service,  offered,  in  his  capacity  of  a 
proprietor  of  India  stock,  a  few  words  ex- 
pressive of  his  concern  for  the  situation  of 
the  suspended  officers,  and  his  wi^h  to  know 
the  reason  of  the  dcl^y  in  taking  up  their 
case.  We  say,  it  wast  with  amazement  and' 
regret  that  we  heard  the  honourable  chair- 
man*i  reply,  in  which  he  stated,  as  causes  $ 
for  the  delay,  his  expectation  of  further  iu.  , 
formation  onjhe  cases  of  the  suspended  of&. 
cers,  and  the'^rariety  and  importance  of  the 
subjects  that  had  of  late  occupied  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  court.  The  same  rea- 
sons  for  the  delay  were  urged  by  the  ho- 
nourable chairman  in  the  late  discussion  in 
court,  and  we  cannot  for  a  moment  admit 
the  validity  t  f  c  ther.  Of  the  form*,  we 
trust  we  have  shewn  the  absolute  invalidity, 
and  its  inconsistency  with  the  honourable 
ChairmanS  own  conduct  and  declarations  ; 
if  any  expectation  of  the  kind  had  been  held 
out  in  the  public  dispatches  by  the  Rattle- 
snake, we  must  have  seen  it,  or  hearcl  it 
read  in  court ;  if  in  any  letter  to  the  secret 
committee,  the  honourable  chairman  would 
not  have  faileri  to  state  so  substantial  a  reason 
for  turther  delay,  and  we  must  have  been 
satisfied,  however  sensible  of  its  extreme 
hardnhip  on  the  suffering  officers.  If  any  " 
encouragement  for  such  an  expectation  has 
been  couveye<i  to  the  honourable  chairman^ 
through  any  private,  or  unavowed  channel, 
or  any  information  that  other  facts  or  cir- 
cumstances are  collating,  on  which  to  found 
further  accusaiions  against  them,  we  submit 
it  to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the  court, 
whether  such  a  ground  for  delay  ought  to  be 
attended  to.  7'he  other  reason  assi^^ned  by 
the  honourable  chairman  for  further  delay, 
we  consider  as  equally  invalid,  since  it  can- 
not be  denied,  that  a  subjca  so  important 
in  all  its  bearings,  should  take  place  of  al- 
most every  other  application  of  our  time  ; 
and  a  perusal  of  rlie  minutes  of  the  court 
during  the  last  two  months,  will  abundaatly 
testify,  that  in  that  period  many  subjects 
have  been  discussed  and  adjusted,  and  many 
hours  and  days  devoted  t9  BUUteri  of  ne 
comparatite  intertit* 
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7.  B«caute,  we  think  We  may  here  bring 
to  the  recol'ection  of  the  court  that  the 
honourable  Chairman  baa  not  always  been 
an  a  '.vocate  ior  delay,  nor  disposed  to  grant 
it  when  other  members  of  t^le  court  have 
thought  that  ^'elay  was  the  couise  most  fit 
and  becominn^for  them  to  pursue.  At  the 
time  that  ^oeral  Macdowall  was  supposed 
to  be  on  his  passage  home,  and  was  daily 
expected,  a  memorial  was  proposed  to  be 
pr^senietl  to  the  sovereign  himself  against 
that  unfortunate  officer,  containing  severe 
amputations,  and  in  which  was  also  intro- 
ducerl  a  charge  against  major  Boles;  delay 

*  was  then  earnestly  recommended,  on  the 
grouad,  that  general  M?cdowall  might  l>e 
daily  expected  in  Kagland;  and  it  would 
look  better  for  the  court,  that  he  should  be 
present  to  answer  (or  himself,  when  the  ac- 
cusations against  him  should  come  before  the 
king,  as  the  statements  in  the  ponsession  of 
the  court  were  all  ex  parte  from  his  own 
opponent.  On  that  o  casion  the  court  will 
recolleci,  that  the  hotiuurabie  chairman 
against  the  iiitreated  delay  pleaded,  that 
the  information  was  complete,  aud  all  on 
the  face  of  the  records 

8.  Because,  on  every  conceivable  ground, 
whether  with  reference  to  what  was  due  to 
the  public,  to  the  parties  accused,  to  the 
gen  r.^i  impression  on  the  subject  which  is 
enictiiin-din  India,  or  to  thai  which  we  be- 
lieve to  be  scarcely  Icssgencial  in  this  country, 
wherever  a  knowledge  of  the  late  transactions 
in  India  is  diffused,  the  subject  called  for 
early  consideraiion,  and  delay  was  to  be  anxi- 
ously deprecated.  The  offences  charged 
against  ihcic  officers  were  serious,  and  they 

.  hsv"  not  shrunk  From,  but  on  the  contrary 
hdve  courted  an  investigation  of  them  ;  ihey 
have  not  a^ked  (o  be  acquitted,  but  to  be 
heard.  The  course  proposed  in  the  motion, 
which  the  court  have  rcjccrcd,  was  a  middW 
course,  and  one  to  which  we  arc  persuaded 
the  parties,  notwithstanding  all  that  ihey  have 
already  suffered,  /  would  gladly  prefer  a  trial 
by  a  court-martial. 

9.  Bccaus!-,  the  circumstances  in  which  ibc 
suspended  officers  are  now  leh,  make  us  feel 
it  a  justice  due  to  them  to  state,  from  what 
has  come  to  our  knowledge,  the  view  we 
take  of  their  respecive  cases  ;  the  ca%c  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Martin,  we  have  inci- 
dentally stated  in  derail.  Lieutenant-colonel 
the  honourable  Arthur  S  ntlegcr  is  accused 
by  sir  George  Barlow  of  alicmpiing  to  sub- 
vert the  government,  ahfr  having  devoted 
thirfy  years  of  his  life  to  the  p'arsuit  of  mili- 
tary fame  and  dl.stinction,  and  lAt'amed  them 
in  the  campi:{;iis  of  Cootr,  Cornwall's,  and 
sir  Arthur  vVcllcbley,  and  re}>ca'edly  lecciv- 
cd  fio'i  the  lut^cr,  public  thanki  for  his  gal- 
lant s.Mvi,c8,  and  almost  iramcdia'i'ly  after 
the  termination  of  acampai(»n,  which  he  had 
himyiU  conducted  with  the  mot  brilliant 
succ^sn,  ;.)  conmand  of  the  forces  employed 
in  Trav  i.icorc,  and  received  for  his  services, 
on  that  expedition,  the  thanks  of  sir  George 


Barlow    himself.    This    officer,    unless  sir 
George  Barlow  has  done  him  the  greatest 
injustice,  must  suddenly  have  determined  to 
forfeit  all  the  fame  he  had  acquired  in  the 
defence  of  the  compaiw*s  righu  and  interests, 
and  to  forego  all  his  future  prospects,  by  at- 
tempting- the  overthrow  and  tub  version  of 
theit    government :  such  an  attempt  wool<i 
hardly  be  inferred  from  his  signing  the  letter, 
and  engaging  in   the  subscription  for  maiot 
Boles.     Wc    acknowledge,    however,    that 
there  was  another   paragraph  in  that   letter, 
which,  giving  it  the  least  unfavourable  con- 
struction, was  highly  improper,  and  the  cjpi- 
thet  of  factious  might  justly  be  applied  toit  ; 
but  of  the  more  serious  charge  against  lieu- 
tenant colonel   Scntleger,  of^his  persuading 
officers  to  sign  the  intended  letter  to  the  gt^ 
vernor-gencral,  and  encouraging  them  to  vio- 
lence ;  we  doubt  not  he  can  acquit  himself 
of  both,  and  of  the  latter,  we  believe  it  quite 
impossible  that  he  could  have  been  guilty,  and 
certainly  there  is  nothing  on   our  records  to 
give  the  least  colour  to  such  an  accusation, 
whether  or  not  there  was  any  crime  in  the 
mere  act  of  subscribing  for  the  relief  or  sup- 
port of  major  Boles  and  his  family,  situated 
as  they  v/ere,  is  a  question  that  sir   George 
Barlow  himself  makes  to  depend  on  another 
question,  and  wc  readily  join  issue  with  him 
upon  it,—**  It  is  immaterial  to  the  govern- 
ment (says^ir  George  Barlow)  to  what  pur- 
poses officers  apply  their  money,  in  a  general 
view  ;  but  when  money  is  applied  to  subvert 
order  and  subordination,  and  10  indemnify  in- 
dividuals against  the  consequences  of  miscon- 
duct, it  is  impossible  that  such  a  contribution 
can  be  justiBaole  in  a  moral  or  leg^l   light." 
Froin  these  positions,  which  we  fully  admit, 
it  iTiight  be  argued  that  there  was  00  crimi- 
nality in  contributing  for  the  support  of  ma- 
jor Boles,  unless  the  officers  were  conscious 
that  in  doing  so,  ihey  were  indemnifying  him 
"  against  the  consequences  of  misconduct  ;" 
we  w_vh  nor,  however,  to  be  understood,  as 
meaning  to  justify  the  act,  but  we  think  it 
admiis  of  great  extenuation,  from  the  convic- 
tion vfhich  wc  believed  the  officers  felt,  that 
major  Boles  was  a  victim  to  the  resentment 
which  the  government  enteriaiAed    against 
general     Macdowall.    The    case  of   captain 
James  Grant   lies  in  a  shorter  compass  :  hb 
offence,  we  believe,  being  confined  to  his  en- 
gaging also  in  the  letter,  and  subscription  for 
major  Boles  J  an  act,  certainly,  in  him,  par- 
ticularly  imprudent   considering  the  sution 
he  held  of  commandant  of  sir  Geor^  Bar^ 
low's  own  btxly-guard,    but  of   which  the 
disinterestedness  was  obviously  still    greater 
than  the  imprudence  :  he  sacrificed  his  pe- 
cuniary interests  and    prospects  to  an   high, 
however  mistaken,  sense  of  honour :  having 
filled  the  important  station  with  several  pre- 
ceding governors,  his  habits,  as  well  as  known 
resi>onsibiIitv  of  his  character,  forbad  the  im- 
puting to  him  any  unworthy  or  intentionally 
factious  motive.    Major  Jonn  De   Moigin, 
with  the  characteristic  frankness  of  a  soldier. 
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disdainiag  to  fhield  himself  at  the  expence  of 
his  veracity,  acknowledged  that  he  signed 
the  intended  letter  to  the  governor-general ; 
and  here  we  must  beg  to  submit  to  the  coiurt, 
f  liat  in  all  the  aniraad versions  and  reprobations 
that  have  been  bestowed  on  that  paper,  it 
seems  to  have  escaped  recollection,  that  theie 
is  no  proof  that  any  other  signature  was  ever 
applied  to  it ;  and  as  we  know  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  no  such  letter  was  sent  or  delivered  to 
lord  Minto,  and  consequentlv  that  the  act 
was  inchoate  and  never  completed ;  it  may 
require  no  great  excess  of  charity  to  be  able 
to  conclude  that  it  was  repented  of;  nor 
should  it  be  forgotten,  that  the  measure  itself, 
of  addressing  the  governor-general,  was  not 
resoned  to,  or  thought  ofby  the  officers, 
until  after  sir  George  Barlow  had  refused  to 
transmit  their  appeal  to  the  court  of  direc- 
tors. Lastly,  suppose  the  act  completed, 
give  it  all  the  criminality  that  the  most  rigid 
and  prejudiced  mind  can  be  disposed  to  as- 
cribe to  it,  and  let  it  then  be  compared  with 
the  crimes  which  have  been  forgiven,  and 
over  which  the  governor-general  has  wisely 
and  humanely  determined  to  throw  the  veil 
of  sincere  oblivion !  We  would  also  re- 
apectfuUy  recommend  to  the  court  to  con- 
template the  fact,  with  the  impression  it  is 
calculated  to  produce,  that  thfc  dispatches  sent 
to  Madras  in  answer  to  those  received  by  the 
Rattlesnake,  will  find  and  leave  maior  De 
Morgan  in  a  state  of  suspension,  while  thoy 
ratify  and  confirm  the  clemency  extended  to 
many  hi)ndreds  of  officers,  who  were  enga- 
ged in  open  and  absolute  rebellion  !  Capuin 
josiah  Marshall  is  included  in  the  offences 
charged  against  lieutenant-colonel  Martin  on 
the  same  evidence,  taken  in  the  same  exami- 
nation, with  the  additional  accusation  of 
having  been  the  author  and  originator  of  the 
intended  letter  to  the  governor-general,  a  fact 
which  is  assumed  on  the  ground  of  his  having 
been  able  to  explain  words  or  p^sages  in  it  to 
a  person  employed  in  transcribing  it,  whom 
the  honourable  chairman  was  pleased  to  de- 
scribe as  a  clerk,  but  whose  more  correct  de- 
scription would  have  been,  that  of  Portuguese 
monthly  writer  or  transcriber  in  the  oflBce  of 
the  military  board.  In  support  also  of  this 
accusation,  it  is  stated,  that  '*  it  appeared  from 
the  evidence  of  one  of  the  witnesses,  that 
captain  Marshall  was  considered  at  the  time 
(it  is  to  be  presumed  by  them  the  witnesses) 
to  have  been  the  author  of  the  paper."  This 
officer  had  some  time  before  been  suddenly 
removed  from  his  station  of  secretary  to  the 
military  board,  and  sent  to  Vizagapatam  with 
the  appointment  of  paymaster.  It  appears 
in  the  Madras  proceedings,  that  captain  Mar- 
shall in  vain  intreated,  in  a  letter  to  the  secre- 
tary to  government,  to  be  informed  of  the 
cause  ot  his  removal,  and  by  what  part  of 
his  conduct  he  had  incurred  their  displeasure : 
sir  George  Barlow  did  iloi  give  any  informa- 
tion to  captain  Marshall  on  the  subject,  but 
in  a  letter  to  the  govemor-geoeral  he  advan- 
ced some  allegations  against  him,   that  we 


think  he  tboald  have  felt  a  repugnance  t« 
make,  without  communicating  them  to  the 
person  whose  character  was  to  be  affected  by 
them :  at  present  they  stand  contradicted 
only  by  the  tenor  of  his  life,  and  by  the  uni- 
versal testimony  of  all  who  know  captain 
Marshall,  with  the  exception  of  those  who 
have  prejudiced  the  mind  of  sir  George 
Barlow  against  him.  In  his  letter  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  court,  requesting  copies  of 
whatever  charges  or  accusations  may  have 
been  preferred  against  him,  captain  Marshall 
expresses  his  readiness  to  submit  himself  to 
the  uibunal  of  the  honourable  court,  in  the 
fullest  reliance  on  its  impartial  justice,  and  on 
its  lenient  interpretation  of  any  involuntary  or 
unintentional  errors  that  he  may  have  com- 
mitted, and  no  part  of  which  it  is  his  iotco- 
tion  to  conceal. 

We  come  now  to  what  we  must  consider 
as  the  most  unjust itiable  of  all  the  violent 
measures  taken  by  the  Madras  govera- 
ment  in  the  course  ot  tlic  late  unhappy 
transactions,  namely,  the  suspension  of, 
major  Boles  for  pnblisliing  in  general  orders, 
in  obedience  to  the  directions  of  tlie  adju- 
tant-general, a  reprimand  o^  censure  on 
the  quarter- mister  general,  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Miinro,  for  having  appealed  to  the 
civil  guvernmeut  against  tlie  authority  of 
the  commander-in-chief,  in  consequeaee 
of  hiii  having  been  by  that  authority  order- 
ed in  Arrest  at  the  requisition  of  many  of 
the  principal  officers  of  the  army  :  whether 
or  not  this  order  was  in  fact  illegal,  is  a 
qnestion  which  we  do  not  presume  to  de- 
cide ;  but  we  are  confident  we  shall  be 
home  out  by  Uie  authoritien  the  most  re- 
spectable, and  best  acquainted  with  the 
military  law  as  it  is  understood  and  acted 
upon  in  his  majesty's  army  and  navy,  when 
we  contend  that  by  refnsini;  obedience  to 
it,  major  Boles  would  have  rendered  iiim- 
self  liable  to  be  cashiered  by  the  t>entence 
of  a  court  martial,  and  that  the  doctrine 
on  which  alone  major  Boles  could  be  held 
responsible  for  the  publication  of  the  or- 
der, if  delivered  to  the  army  and  navy, 
as  defining  tlie  rule  and  lunit  of  their  obe- 
dience, would  lead  to  the  most  dreadful 
mischief.  With  the  sincere^  respect  for 
the  authority  of  the  present  governor-ge- 
neral, we  cannot,  wliilst  we  concur  in 
his  definitions  as  laid  down  in  the  71st  and 
7  2d  para<rraptis  of  his  letter  of  the  *^7th 
May,  1809,  admit  the  correctness  of  his 
lordship's  application  of  them  to  the  case 
in  question,  fpr  though  we  fully  admit, 
that  criminal  orders  are  not  to  be  olx'yed, 
still  the  objection  is,  that  it  is  left  to  the 
soldier  to  determine^  what  order  is  crimi- 
nal. The  task  of  upholding  at  once  tlie 
justice  of  the  measure  of  suspending  major 
Boles,  and  the  principle,  as  it  is  acted 
upon  in  all  armies,  of  implicit  military 
obedience  and  subordination  was  too 
arduous  even  for  his  abilities.  His  lord- 
ship's labours  for  that  purpose  appear  to 
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«B  too  finely  spfm,  And  his  distinctiom  too 
pice  and  wibtte  for  the  plain  understanding 
•f  a  man  bi  ed  in  camps,  and  educated  in 
Hie  practical  dntiea  of  a  soldier.  We  pre- 
fpr  the  folio  win;;  observations  of  I\Ir.  He- 
trie  ifpon  thf  i^iibjcct,  and  find  them  better 
adapted  to  tli»*' level  of  onr  understand- 
inffs :  —  "  If  Csays  Mr.  Petrie)  subordi- 
nate officers  arc  taunht  to  discuss  and 
decide  upon  the  legality  of  the  orders  of 
Iheir  superiors,  we  inirodnce  a  principle 
•f  incalculable  evil,  neither  Justified  by 
the  spit  it  or  the  practice  of  our  laws. 
f»it  not  better  to  let  the  re«ponsrbiUty  rest 
with  the  authority  which  issres  the  order, 
wnless  in  cases  so  plain,  that  tlic  violation 
•f  the  established  laws  is  evident  to  the 
iReattest  capacitj.'"  Mr.  Petrie  might 
have  pone  further,  for  it  would  be  easy 
i<^ciie  cases,  and  even  recent  ones,  where 
Ibe  order  executed  has  been  most  clearly 
and  indubitably  illegal,  yet  the  principal 
•r  authority  under  which  it  was  i.<sued 
fcas  alone  6ecn  held  responsible,  and  no 
•ne  thousht  of  blaming  the  iiomediate 
sgent.  Oi>  the  whole  of  major  Boles's 
case,  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  thai 
fte  has  been  severely  punished  for  an  act 
for  which  he  was  sot  responsible ;  and  if 
tliat  opinion  sliall  be  found  (o  be  correct, 
w«  tmst  that  the  court  of  directors,  in 
tfetemiioin;^  tlie  reparation  to  be  made  to 
Mm,  will  bear  in  mind,  first  that  he  was 
deprived  of  his  office ;  secondly,  that  he 
%as  suxpf nded  ttom  nie  company's  service ; 
thirdly,  tknt  he  was  reftwed  pcrmlsyion  to 
go  home  and  make  bis  appeal  for  redress  : 
a  refusal,  which  after  he  had  been  siispend- 
fd,  we  believe  to  have  bocn  both  nnpre- 
eedcnted  and  illei^al ;  and  lastly,  tliat  he 
has  been  considered  to  have  aggravated 
kis  offtuce,  or  committed  a  now  one,  by 
<leclinin^to  acknowledge  that  he  was  sorry 
Ibr  w  hat  he  had  done.  If  he  \\  as  uncon- 
scions  of  having  done  any  tiling  but  what 
it  was  his  duty  to  do,  we  know  not  how 
he  could,  cooiistently  with  what  was  due 
to  his  own  honour,  have  made  micIi  an  ac- 
knowledpm<'nt ;  and  if  tlie  contrary  was 
lis  feeling,  We  thbik  it  hardly  conceivable 
•lat  he  ^ould  have  exposed  himselt  and 
bis  family,  to  an  that  they  have  since  en<hir- 
cd,.  and  are  still  sutfering,  rather  tltou 
acctpf  of  so  easy,  and  in  that  ease  so  just 
acooditiod  of  being  restored  to  the  serv:ce. 
We  are  rendered  the  more  anxious  on  the 
sobjecll  of  this  officer,  by  adterling  b«ck 
ta  the  court's  own  su«petisioit  of  him  a  few 
rfays  after  tliey  had  diiected  the  Madras 
government  to  take  him  out  of  tijat  situa- 
tion, and  to  the  grounds  assumed  for  th.tt 
mrasyre  in  their  letter  to  Fort  St.-  Geori'c 
•f  tlie  29lh  Stptember  last,  namely,  llMt 
tfre  court  had  found  now  that  major  Boles 
llad  not  conducted  himself  merely  as  an 
"  officer  compelled  by  a  conviction  of 
Hiilitary  duty  to  act  in  opposition  to  tlie 
M?;!sc  af  goverumeAt,  but  had  gloried  in 


that  opposition ;  and  it  must  be  presooie^ 
that  it  was  with  his  own  consent  his  case 
had  become  one  of  the  rall3ring  points  for 
systematic  resistance  to  the  goveniment  m 
support  of  tJ)e  pernicious  and  nnfonnded 
doctrines  of  the  late*  comroander-iii-cluef, 
whose  cause  major  Boles  appears  to  have 
cordially  ef  pouscd."  We  (eel  it  b«t  com- 
mon justice  to  major  Boles  to  declare,  that 
we  have  seen  nothini!  that  enabl«?s  as  to 
concur  in  tlie  above  seveie  conclusions. 

Becansc,  we  are  aware  that  we  have  dis- 
cnssed  this  subject  at  ranch  greater  length 
tlian  will  be  approved  by  those  who  naj 
have,  taken  a  superficial  riew  of  it,  or  who 
can  tliink  it  of  trivial  importance,  and  oar 
apology  must  be,  that  to  us  it  appears  to 
involve  considerations  of  the  highest  mo- 
ment. **  The  companjr's  bark  (we  a^rec  widi 
the  pov(  rnor-general  and  sir  (Jeorge  Bar- 
low )  has  steered  throuch  the  tempest  with 
infiexible  firmness,"  nor  do  we  wisii  at  pre- 
sent to  .isk  if  he  fouud  it  in  the  tempest,  or 
how  it  became  exposed  to  one ;  but  we 
deeply  lament,  that  whatever  differences  of 
opinion  tliere  mi^ht  be  on  that  question, 
there  cannot  be  any  as  lo  the  cours^e  now  to 
be  pursued.  The  Madrdsarmy,  it  cannot 
be  denied,  i&  at  present  severed,  and  aliena- 
ted from  the  civil  government,  and  until  its 
confidence  and  attachment  are  regained, 
our  empire  in  India  must  be  insecure^  The 
piopositionfor  re^torinu  tu  the  service  the 
suspended  officers,  liad  tlie  measure  been 
acceded  to,  would  have  contiibuted  casein 
tially  to  that  desirable  object*,  and  wouhl 
have  been  a  most  weicouie  earnest  to  the 
officers,  of  our  concurrence  in  the  declared 
wish  of  the  governor-general,  to  bury  all 
tliat  has  pas>ed  in  sincere  oblivion  ;  on  the 
otlier  hand,  tlie  rejection  of  that  measure 
must,  in  our  opinion,  have  a  very  contrary 
tendency,  and  we  tiierefore,  and  on  tiie 
other  gruunds  stated,  desire  lo  record  our 
solemn  protest  against  it. 

(Signed)  W.  F.  Elphiis»to«e, 

Jas.  Pattison,, 

J.HUDDLESTOMy. 

Eaiit  India  House,     J.  Bannbrman. 

11th  April,  1810. 

East  India  House,  t;8th  February,  18 tt. 
To  the  hcnourdble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Gentlemen^ 
iTuwilling  as  we  are  to  add  to  the  many 
writings  whidi  have  been  submitted  to  yoo 
on  the  subject  of  the  suspended  oflcers  of 
tiie  Madras  establishment,  a  subject  which, 
to  our  extreme  regret,  has  df  tale  so  moch 
agitated  the  court,  we  feel  ourselves  nna- 
voitlably  called  upon  to  offer  the  followina 
observations  relative  to  the  resolution  <» 
thv  3th  December,  1809,  concemin|f  those 
officers,  and  to  the  dissents  which  were» 
in  consequence  of  it,  recorded  by  several 
members. 

That  resolution  was  the  result  of  a  de« 
liberate  proceeding,  held  can^KmaUy  la 
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(he  intentioii  expressed  in  the  general  let- 
ter to  Kort  St.  George,  of  tlie  29th  Sep- 
tember, 1809,  aud  in  pursnflnce  of  notice 
Siven  and  recorded  on  a  preceding  court 
ay. 

The  resolution  did  not,  as  has  heen  very 
erroneously  assumed  by  some,  6rst  pass 
a  judgment  on  the  officers,  an<l  then  refer 
the  examination  of  tiieir  conduct  to  a  fu- 
ture day.  The  proceeding  of  tlie  court 
w«8  quite  different ;  they  6rst  examined 
and  considered  the  conductor  the  officeis, 
and  'tlien  passed  an  opinion  upon  it. 

The  various  documents  iu  possession  of 
the  court  relative  to  the  subject,  which  had 
before  been  considered,  were  again  read ;  a 
debate  followed,  and,  in  conclusion,  tlie  re- 
solution passed  by  a  m^ority  of  i5  to  ^. 

The  resolution  distinctly  stated  it  to  lie. 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  the  said  ofii- 
eers  were  \«orthy  of  dismission;  but,  be- 
cause a  st.inJins  rule  required  t'uat  previ. 
ons  notice  should  be  given  of  a  motion  of 
dismission,  the  resolution,  in  obedience  to 
this  role,  accordingly  bore  that  the  court 
would,  on  a  future  day,  proceed  to  the  act 
of  dismission.  This  mode  of  procedure 
necessarily  left  the  subject  open  to  another 
debate,  which  the  resohition  assumed 
would  be  final ;  nor  were  the  court  d(  siruns 
to  exclude  tJiat  further  opportunity  of  dis- 
cnssion  which  conformity  to  the  standing 
order  wonld  produce, although  they  thought 
it  their  duty  tlien  to  record  the  opiuioti  they 
had  formed,  and  on  which  tlic  ultimate  act 
of  dismission  was  to  proceed. 

To  this  resolution  tliree  members  of  the 
court  thought  fit  to  dissent,  chiiny  on  tlie 
ffronnds,  that  the  officers  ou^ht  to  he  iicnrd 
m  their  own  defence  before  tue  final  dttcr- 
minatiun  of  the  court ;  that  the  cove  nmf^nt 
of  Madras  bad  itself  produced  irritnticm 
among  the  officers,  and  their  .dis:ji»'Hion 
-without  a  trial  would  tend  to  conf.rm  ilie  ex- 
isting animosity  ;  that  the  oiiir.  rs  niiyhi 
have  matter  to  offer  iu  theirown  behalf;  that 
further  information  might  .be  oJ»tiiined ; 
that  no  inconvenience  could  aH«*o  from  de- 
lay ;  and  that  there  was  no  preiixt  fok*  pre- 
cipitating a  decision. 

We  expected  tliat  on  the  final  di>cn«'«ion 
of  tliis  subject,  whidi  we  tiun  tlK>ii'.'lit 
conld  not  be  far  distant,  we  nti^lit  ];iueu»i 
opportunity  of  not icin;:  these  argnuu  nts  ; 
but  such  opportunity  not  iiuvini^  IsiihiTt-) 
occuned,  we  icquest  pinni>Niwii  lo  take 
this  occasion  of  stating  brieHv  the  rea^on^s 
which  induced  us,  an't,  w«-  l»:i<ive,  xUp  iii:i- 
joriiy  of  the  court,  to  adtipt  tiic  re?  oliiUoii 
of  the  .5th  Dectinher. 

1st. — It  was  ohviouH  ibol  a  5i|*intnf' in- 
ffnliotdiuation  and  sedition  had  proc<  e(kd 
to  a  great  leni^th  among  th«%  Malras  viVi^ 
cers.  Tliis  spirit  acted  bv  eo:iii>iiiation 
and  written  comnmnieations  between  di!- 
firrent  divisions  of  tiie  army  ;  and  its  direct 
tentlency  was  to  overav%e  or  conln.ul  the 
civil  powci;    S>acU  a  temper  and  disposi- 


tioD  among  mifitary  men,  conld  be  pot 
down  only  by  a  strong  and  prompt  hand. 
To  support  the  authority  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment, was  to  support  the  authority  oC 
the  company  itself;  if,  as  was  affirmed  on 
one  side,  bur  denied  on  the  other,  the  go- 
vemiiient  of  Madras  had  erred  in  the  man- 
ner of  Hupporting  a  ri^Ut  object,  this  was 
no  justification  of  tlie  officers,  nor  did  it  ab- 
solve tliem  from  the  duty  of  obedience.  To 
pipscrve  tlie  possessions  of  the  company 
and  the  army  itself,  sedition  must  be  re- 
pelled wherever  it  appears  ;  and  the  -more 
extensive  it  1%  the  greater  is  the  necessitj 
for  dec  ided  resistance  to  it. 

2d. — The  court  were  called  to  tliis  deci- 
ded exetcij^e  of  their  power  by  tlie  Madras 
government;  that  government  represented 
the  paiticular  officei-snow  in  question,  as 
active  in  prepaiiuK,  S!;:niii?,  or  enconragini; 
seditious  wriiii.gs;  th^y  suspended  tliem  oa 
that  account,  and  recommended  it  to  the 
court  to  dismiss  ihcm.  The  court  were 
pledced  by  their  letter  to  Fort  St.  George, 
of  :^9tli  September,  1 809,  to  proceed  to  the 
serioU'<  consideration  of  the  question  of  dis- 
mission. 

3d. — There  are  eases  in  which  all  co- 
vet nments  remove  nfficer*  without  a  trial  h(y 
court  martial.  The  company  and  their 
governments  liave  tliis  power,  and  have  ex- 
ercised it  on  jjrounds  far  less  urgent  than 
the  case  and  conduct  of  the  officers  at  pre- 
sent in  question.  When  tlie  great  body  of 
the  offiri  rs  of  an  army  are  in  a  state  oi  in- 
subordination, how  could  an  aecii8ation  of 
iii^ubordtnaiion  be  submitted  to  a  court, 
formed  ct'  those  officer>  ?  and  how  conld 
jfoveriHuent  resort  to  a  dilatory  course  of 
Kgal  pioetediuL',  when  prompt  measures 
wi  r<»  absolutely  requin  d.  It  is  not  to  be 
denied,  that  the  government  of  Madras 
h<td  110  alternative  between  the  course  they 
pursr.ed,  and  sufTerlngtlic  evil  to  goon  : 

4tii. —  The  evidence  on  which  the  govern- 
ment of  Madras  prorccdtd  to  tlic  suspen- 
sions of  the  Jst  May,  appeared  to  the  court 
to  be,  in  the  circumstuiices  in  which  the 
fifovrnnient  w^cre  placed,  sufiicient  to  war- 
rant tii.it  eondnet  whirli  tiley  thought  their 
duty  I >i escribed  to  them.  The  officers 
wfic  not  ijriiorant  of  tlic  reasons  of  tlieir 
M:-;»fiisir,ns;  but  some  gave  in  no  defence 
a/  A!,uh;e^,  and  ethers,  what  appeared  ra- 
thei  to  n,>':ravate  their  case.  Indeed,  no  oi.e 
or  ta».ii  had  «ii^tl:.c;ly  fUnicd  the  main 
f  tl  of  whch  they  were  accused,  tlntC  is, 
e:t!ier  pit;-.aring  or  i»i[rniiig  ^editioU6  wrl- 

tili'Ts, 

.5:1. — The  usual  practice  of  the  court  of  • 
dirtcJniN  is,  to  deci<!e  on  the  question  re- 
lat:».:;  to  tl.cir  accused  Indian  servants,  by 
t:i«'  doer  ueiits  transiisittcd  from  ludia  They 
d.>  iio{,in  general,  call  tueir  servants  home 
lo  be  exumltud. 

\.  Irii  wTvaiits  come  home,  as  in  tlie  pre- 
sent ca>e,  umler  suspension  by  any  of  the 
governments  abroad,  whatever  defence  9lf 
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iufonnation  they  produce  here,  whicb  they 
did  uot  produce  in  India^caii  only  be  of  the 
nature  of  ex  parte  evidence,  the  jKOvem- 
mcnts  abroad  have  uo  means  of  knowing  or 
answering  it,  unless  it  be  transmitted  to 
them  ;  whereas  to  try  a  cause  between  par- 
ties fairly,  tlie  oue  party  should  hear  what 
tlie  other  advances.  And  lite  court,  though 
they  do  well  to  reserve  thdr  power  of  final 
judgment,  in  all  eases  to  themhclves,  can 
seldom  exercise  it  safely  or  fatib facto lily, 
except  OH  evidence  which  their  govern- 
ments have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowin*^ 
and  meeting.  The  company  do  not  and 
caiinot  proceed  in  the  investigation  of  the 
conduct  of  their  accused  Indian  sei  vants,  by 
the  same  forms,  pleadings,  and  evidence,  as 
are  required  in  our  courts  of  law.  'J  his 
system  of  proceeding  would  be  quite  im- 
practicable to  tlitm,  or  to  any  ^overnmtnt, 
with  respect  to  the  functionaries  of  a  dis- 
tant dependency.  And  it  is  to  be  remem- 
bered, Uiat  tiie  whole  question  in  .«uch  cases, 
is  much  of  the  nature  of  a  question  between 
master  and  servants,  or  between  superiors 
and  inferiors.  However  solicitous  a  mas- 
ter may  be,  to  decide  equitably  between  his 
servants,  yet  if  he  sees  reason  to  believe 
that  the  conduct  of  a  servant  has  endan- 
gered his  a6fairs,  that  tho  servant  has  failed 
in  duty,  and  has  set  a  permeiouN  example  to 
others,  he  surely  has  a  rii;Iit  to  withdraw  his 
confidence  from  titat  servant,  and  to  dispense 
witli  his  service ;  and,  however  tender  he 
may  choose  to  be  in  exercising  this  right,  oc- 
casions may  aiise  in  which  it  mav  plainly  be 
his  duty  to  proceed  to  that  exercise. 

Sucby  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  w^is 
the  case  now  under  consideration.  Con- 
vinced as  they  were  of  the  misconduct  of 
the  officers  in  question,  Uiey  deemed  it  im- 
portant at  that  crisis,  that  they  should  not 
appear  to  hesitate  in  giving  the  most  deci- 
ded suppoit  to  the  cause  of  legal  uovern- 
ment ;  and  as  far  as  our  recollection  serves, 
the  president  of  the  board  of  commissioners 
was  of  the  same  opinion. 

It  was  upon  the^e  grounds  that  tlie  re^to- 
Intion  of  the  6th  of  December  was  passed  j 
and  the  letters  since  received  from  tlie  go- 
vernor-general of  the  13th  of  October, 
1809,  and  15th  April,  I8l0,  strongly  incul- 
cate the  principle  on  which  the  court  Uicre- 
in  acted,  of  upholding  the  aothoiity  of  the 
civil  power. 

Some  who  have  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  officers,  seem  to  have  censured  the 
court  for  having  so  long  delayed  to  carry 
their  recorded  intention  of  dismission  into 
effect ;  but  surely,  tliose  who  complain  of 
the  suspension  of  the  officers  as  severe,  can- 
not, with  consistency,  think  it  matter  of  ac- 
cusation that  those  officers  have  not  been 
actually  dismissed.  It  will,  howexer,  be 
proper  to  explain  the  reasons  which  super- 
seded, during  the  remainder  of  tlie  direc- 
tion of  1809-10,  the  execution  of  the  court's 
intention  expiesscd  on  the  6th  December. 


Two  days  afterwards,  namely  on  the  7t]i 
December,  some  fresh  advices,  dated  27th 
May,  and  9tli  June,  1809,  arrived  from  Fort 
St.  George,  \ik  Bombay,  by  the  ships  Up- 
ton Castle  and  Bombay,  among  wliich  were 
a  letter  from  major  de  Morgan,  and  a  memo- 
rial from  tlie  honourable  lieutenant  colonel 
Sentleger. 

Although  the-sc  documents  mig^t  not 
ifppear  to  contain  matter  which  would 
cnange  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  court, 
yet,  as  they  had  arrived,  it  was  proper  to 
trive  home  time  for  the  perusal  and  conai- 
deration  of  them. 

But  flouting  rumours  of  a  very  unpleasant 
nature,  which  soon  after  began  to  curcniate 
respcctm;^  the  Madras  army,  were  con- 
firmed by  advices  received  from  Ceylon,  by 
his  majost>*s  government,  early  in  January, 
1810,  and  wliich  were  communicated  to  the 
chaiimau,  by  the  secretary  of  state,  on  the 
8th  of  tliat  month,  and  read  in  court  (lie 
next  day.  Hitherto,  the  informations  be- 
fore the  com  t  represented  only  a  part  of  the 
Madras  army,  a<  in  a  factious  and  insubor- 
dinate state ;  and  tliat  ^pirit,  though  nn- 
doubtedly  earned  to  very  intemperate 
lengths,  as  likely  to  be  subdued  by  the 
measures  whicli  the  government  had  adopted, 
np  to  the  1st  of  May,  180i> ;  but  the  advices 
from  Ceylon,  which  came  down  to  the  2ist 
August,  represented  the  greater  part  of 
the  compan>'s  officers  of  the  Madras  esta- 
blbhment,  as  hostile  to  that  government ; 
some  divisions  of  the  army  to  be  in  actnal 
revolt ;  and  government  to  be  employing  its 
resources  for  resisting  tlie  insuiigents,  and 
subduing  the  revolt  by  force. 

This  gave  a  new  appearance  and  charac- 
ter to  the  whole  of  the  question  concern- 
itig  the  Madras  army.  However  culpable 
and  deserving  of  punishment  the  first  ring- 
leaders in  seditious  proceedings  might  have 
l>een,  the  case  of  a  icw  individuals,  accused 
of  beinjn;  of  this  description,  was,  as  it  were, 
put  out  of  sight  by  the  far  more  important 
one  of  the  actual  revolt  of  many;  and 
whilst  their  uimatural  hostiUty  was  in  ope- 
ration and  progress,  arid  the  prospect  of  its 
consequences  so  appalling,  it  did  not  seem 
congruous  or  expedient  to  revert  to  one 
minute  ypot  in  this  great  scene. 

Toward.*  the  end  of  January,  a  succinct 
account  was  received  from  Madras  by  tlie 
Ganges,  dated  the  6th  September,  1809,  of 
the  progress  and  suppression  of  the  i-ebel- 
liun;  and  tlie  same  conveyance  brought 
intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  governor 
general  at  that  presidency,  and  of  his  being 
about  to  enter  on  the  task  of  inquiry'  and 
decision  respecting  tlie  conduct  of  those 
officers  who  had  been  most  conspicuous  in 
the  revolt. 

Owing  to  the  multiplicity  of  affiurs  press- 
ing upon  the  court  at  that  season  of  the 
year,  it  was  tlie  latter  end  of  Febmary 
before  the  Madras  dispateh  of  the  6th  Sep- 
tember was  answered  j  and  about  the  mid* 
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die  of  tlie  month  of  March,  arrived  by  the 
Kattlesnakc,  lord  Minto's  letter  of  the l*2ti 
October,  1809,  detailing  at  Irngthhii  stnti- 
ments,  and  tlie  mciisures  he  intended  to 
pursue  with  rc:;ard  to  the  principal  oBVn- 
ders  in  thp  rebellion.  Stvtral  of  tluse 
were  to  be  brought  to  a  court  martial ;  and 
it  was  naturally  to  be  expected  that  one 
result  of  such  a  procedure  would  be  to 
throw  fresh  light  upon  tlie  ori^n  and  pro- 
gress of  tlie  discontents  in  the  Madras 
army.  Under  such  cir-umstances,  it  seem- 
ed peculiarly  unadvisable  to  proceeil  U|.on 
the  case  of  tlie  fuw  suspended  officers  at 
home,  especially  as  the  delay  was,  imder 
the  cvisting  resolution  of  the  couit,  favour- 
able to  them  ,  and  iu  eflect,  from  the  new 
matter  that  had  come  h'  me,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  still  further  information,  it  was 
understood,  though  not  the  subject  of  any 
formal  minute,  Uiat  whenever  the  court 
should  proceed  to  a  fmal  determination  con-  . 
ceming  the  suspended  officers,  the  ques- 
tion nmst  embrace  facts  and  considerations 
not  iu  the  contemplation  of  the  court  when 
the  resolution  ot  tlie  5th  December  was 
adopted. 

On  the  4tli  April,  1810,  however,  seve-. 
ral  members  of  the  court  who  had  con- 
tended for  delay,  in  order  fully  to  hear  and 
consider  the  defence  of  the  suspended  offi- 
cers, supported  a  motion  for  restcnns  those 
officers  to  their  former  regimenJs  and  rank 
in  the  service,  and  to  their  regimental 
allowances  fr6m  the  time  of  tlieir  embarka- 
tion for  India,  without  any  trial  or  inves- 
tigation. 

This  motion,  founded  on  the  amnesty 
passed  by  lord  Minto  in  India,  and  on  argu- 
men*-s  chiefly  deduced  from  IJiat  measure, 
was  rejected  by  the  previous  question  ; 
and  the  grounds  on  which  it  yias  resisted, 
may  be  coljected  from  an  amendmtnt  pro- 
posed to  It,  and,  in  conseauence,  recorded, 
wliich  was  afterwards  uillidrawu.  It  will 
he  seen  from  tliat  amendment,  tliat  we 
then  understood  the  case  of  the  suspended 
officers  to  be,  from  the  events  and  docu- 
ments which  had  come  ur.der  the  notice  of 
court,  subsequent  to  the  5th  of  l)(Cfn3))cr, 
open  to  fnll  reconsldenition,  and  tiiut  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  court  to  go  into 
such  reconsir^eration,  as  already  mentioned ; 
though  no  formal  determination  to  that 
effect  had  been  miuHted.  In  this  intf^ntion 
we  certainly  concurred;  for  tliougli  we 
continued  to  tliink  tliat  the  resolution  of 
ihe  5th  December  was  warranted  by  the 
documents  tiien  before  the  court,  and  the 
circomstances  of  the  time  expressing  as  it 
did,  only  an  opinion,  and  leaving  the  ques- 
tion  of  actual  dismission  still  open  to  de- 
bate ;  yet  we  were  perfectly  willing  and 
desirous  that  every  subsequent  information 
which  could  throw  light  on  the  case  of  the 
officers,  and  every  tiling  they  bad  subse- 
quently oflTercd  in  their  own  defence,  should  / 
be  fairly  weighed. 


To  tlie  rejection  of  the  motion  of  the 
4th  of  April,  a  dissent,  signed  by  four 
mtiiib.rs  of  the  court  was  given  in  on  the 
11  til  of  that  month.  The  chimwe  in  the 
direction  at  that  time,  and  other  business 
of  a  ures'^iug  natLV*^,  easily  di-po?cd  ns, 
conceiviu'T  as  we  then  did,  tKe  final  dis- 
cussion of  the  case  of  tlie  officers  (o  be  at 
no  Aireat  dislance,  to  wave  art  immediate 
answer  to  tdat  dissent ;  tVtiinp,  as  in  rea- 
lity %ve  also  did,  more  reluctance  to  the 
continuance  of  disputation,  tl.an  difficulty 
with  respect  to  the  aruununls  eonti'ined  in 
it.  Till'  same  state  of  ininfl  may,  we  ti  ust, 
at  tliis  remote  peiiod,  after  go' many  other 
papers  have  been  written  relative  to  the 
same  subject,  and  so  man>  intermediate 
proceeding  connected  with  it  have  taken 
pluee,  sutriciently  excuse  ns  for  not  going 
into  any  detailed  reply  to  that  dissent ; 
whilst  we  trust  that  our  declining  to  take 
any  more  than  a  cursory,  view  of  it,  as  we 
now  proceeil  to  do,  will  not  be  ascribed  to 
any  other  cause.  In  truth,  the  dissent  in 
question  appears  to  us,  from  the  nature  of 
the  proposition  for  which  it  contends,  and 
the  arguments  it  employs,  to  be  pai  ticularly 
opcM  to  reply.  AtUr  the  court  had  for- 
mejly  pledged  itself  to  go  into  a  solemn 
exantination  of  the  case  of  those  officers, 
and  had  passed  an  opinion,  declaring  thcni 
worthy  of  dismission;  after  the  authors  of 
the  Uisstrt  had  thim^clves  pleaded  for 
delay  in  order  to  tiio  In  n ring  ot  the  officers, 
and  for  full  investiuaiiou ;  after  they  had 
indeed  contended  for  the  innocence  of  these 
officers  ;  a  proposition  to  extend  to  them, 
by  summary  resolution,  witliout  trial  or 
examination,  the  bent  lit  of  an  amnesty, 
which  term  always  presupposes  guilt, 
seemed  to  us  full  of  incongruity,  and  en- 
tirely inadmi^sible.  Many  of  the  reasons 
adduced  against  the  rejection  of  that  pro- 
position, also  appear  to  us  to  be  incon- 
cnious.  Ify  as  is  ari:ued,  the  court's  gene- 
ral orders  of  tlie  5^7th  May,  1774,  forbade 
the  dismission  of  servants  without  a  trial ; 
if,  after  the  court  h:.d  heard  V\q  f.r  parte 
statement?,  as  they  are  termed  of  the  Ma- 
dras goveninu  nt,  impartial  justice  demand- 
ed they  should  also  hear  the  officers;  if, 
when  the  Resolution  of  the  5th  December 
was  passed,  it  was  thought  by  the  propo- 
sers of  it,  that  there  was  information  enough 
before  the  court;  if  the  officers  had  waited 
two  or  more  mouths  without  being  heard, 
and  most  of  them  without  being  even  told 
of  what  they  were  accused  ;  if  at\er  all 
they  asked  not  to  be  acquitted,  but  to  be 
heard ;  all  these  might  be  valid  reiisons  for 
proceeding  to  examination  and  trial,  but 
surely  could  not,  even  if  just  in  themselves, 
affiird  any  fair  conclusion  for  restoring  the 
officers,  without  either  trial  or  considera- 
tion of  their  case.  In  fact,  however,  the 
general  orders  of  1774,  were  not,  as  we 
beUeve.  meant  to  apply  to  cases  of  exten- 
sive Military -insabordinatioB  or  sedition. 
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nor  to  withdraw  from  the  Indian  govern- 
meats,  the  power  of  Mi^pendin;^  officers 
witliout  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  a 
power  wiiich  has  occasionally  been  used 
ever  since ;  and  as  to  what  is  termed  the 
expartf  statements  of  the  Madras  govern- 
ment, it  has  been  the  uiiTial  practice  of  the 
court,  as  alreadv  ob.-erved,  to  jiidse  of  the 
conduct  of  their  servants  abroad,  by  the 
representations  and  documents  received 
from  tlieir  governments.  In  the  general 
orders  suspending  t!ie  officers,  witU  which 
they  were  necAsarily  acquainted,  the  offen- 
ces imputed  to  them  are  dociibed.  It  is 
asked,  **  how  the  circnin!<Uinces  in  which 
the  Madras  government  wen*  placed,  could 
apply  in  our  justiticHtion  r"  Those  cir- 
cumstances certainly  entered  e*isentially 
into  the  cooMfleration  of  tlie  conduct  of 
that  ffovemnient ;  and  as  to  the  opinion 
passed  by  the  court  on  the  officers,  m  the 
resolution  of  the  .5th  December,  it  stands 
on  tiiik  ground  :  ^*  those  evidences,  so  far 
as  they  are  brought  befiire  tlic  court,  do 
appear  clrarl y  to  C5lal>lish  the  guilt  of  the 
parties."  It  is  said  of  Sir  G.  iJarlow,  in 
the  examinations  he  held  before  him  re- 
specting tliose  officers,  that  his  exclusive 
object  uas  not  the  discovery  of  innocence. 
We  apprehend  the  proper  object  of  his 
tnqniries,  and  of  tlie  in(|uirie9  of  all 
judges  to  be  the  discovery  o(  truth.  With 
regard  to  the  delay  till  April  last,  of  the 
consideration  of  the  officers  eases,  the 
causes  of  it  have  also  been  already  ex- 
plained. There  were  no  such  rea5ons  for 
delav  in  representing  the  conduct  of  gene- 
ral Macdowali  to  his  majesty,  though  tlie 
dissent  insinuates  that  mea.Mire  to  have 
been  precipitate.  General  Macdowali 
having  declared,  that  he  would  not  appeal 
to  the  court,  no  further  information  was 
to  be  expected  from  him,  nor  had  they  the 

fower  of  parsing  any  sentence  upon  him. 
t  was  therefore  the  duty  of  the  court  to 
lay  the  reprtsentations  against  Wm  before 
tlie  king,  without  even  dilating  ^o  loi.g 
as  they  had;  for  that  step  did  not  decide 
on  his  case,  but  only  put  into  his  majesty's 
hands,  documents  on  which  to  found  an 
inquii7,  in  such  time  and  manner  as  he 
should  judge  fit ;  and  the  delay  in  the  case 
of  the  officers  has  since  been*  extended 
much  further,  without  any  recorded  objec- 
tion by  the  authors  of  the  dissent.  Were 
it  indeed  certain,  as  stated  in  the  secoiid 
rva^on  of  dissent,  that  ^^  the  removal  of 
the  officers  essentially  contributed  to  pro- 
dace  the  fermentation  in  the  army,  which 
previously  led  to  the  guilty  determination 
of  seeking  redress  by  force  of  arms,"  (a 
mode  of  expression,  which,  we  presimie, 
the  gentlemen,  on  reconsideration,  may 
think  not  well  chosen)  still  it  must  be  fair 
to  inquire  whether  the  officers  were  guilty 
of  the  ofl^nces  with  which  they  were 
4:harged,  and  whether  their  sus'pension 
might  not  have  be<»  a  proper  measure. 


It  is  said  that  the  neatoration  of  the  offi- 
cers wouhl  have  contributed  essentially  to 
the  conciliation  of  the  army.  I1ie  amnesty 
of  lord  Minto,  which  is  held  forth  as  the 
great  example,  and  was,  by  the  wa^,  an 
amnesty  where  there  was  no  individual 
accusation,  does  not  appear  to  hare  bad 
that  efiect :  and,  certainly,  there  is  another 
most  important  concern,  which  has  not 
been  touched  on  in  tliis  dis^nt,  how  the  ere- 
dit  and  authority  of  the  civil  government 
is  to  be  preserved  agaiust  military  encroach- 
ment and  i*editicn.  The  word  **  charged,* 
is  saijd,  in  the  dissent,  to  be  used  as  if  it 
were  synon>n<oiis  with  **  convicted."  We 
think  It  Will  be  found  out  to  be  so  nsed ; 
it  was  not  intended  to  strain  its  natural  im- 
pori,  nor  are  we  aware  of  any  forced  infe^ 
rences  contained  in  there-oluriouofthedth 
Decpmbei.  To  the  personalities  introduced 
into  the  dissent,  to%rards  the  late  chairman', 
he  wishes  only  to  reply,  that  throughout  these 
affair^!,  he  has  acted  accordimi  to  his  sense  of 
duty  .The  opposition  he  made  to  the  introdnc- 
tvn,  the  general  court,  by  the  respectable 
olticer  alluded  to  in  tlie  dissent, of  the  subject 
of  the  suspended  officers^  when  there  was 
no  question  nor  notice  ot  any  question  be- 
fore that  court,  and  only  the  case  of  one 
side  coirid  have  been  lieard,was  a  necessary 
ohsiTvauee  of  c^stablislied  order  and  pro- 
priety. The  information  he  then,  on  the 
authority  only  of  ihc  public  dispatches, 
mentioned  to  be  si  ill  in  expi>ctatioii,  was 
inforniurion  on  ihe  general  importaiit  oues- 
tion  retipeclinL'  tlie  slate  and  temper  ot  the 
Madras  at  my  :  the  airaignnieut  of  the 
chairuian  for  measures  which  were  become 
the  measures  of  the  couit,  is  not  regular 
nor  decorous. 

Many  things  are,  in  oii^  opinion,  drawn 
into  this  dissent,  witliout  relevancy  to  the 
point  in  hand  ;  and  the  judicial  icview  in> 
trodnced  into  it,  of  the  cases  of  tlie  seve- 
ral officers  on  whose  conduct  the  opinion  of 
the  court  stil  remained  to  be  pionuunced^ 
appeared  to  us  then,  as  it  does  now,  to  have 
been  premature  and  irregular ;  and  against 
the  statement  aiven  of  those  cases,  we  must 
protest,  as  being  both  defective  and  errone- 
ous. But  deeming  this  mode  of  previously 
btinging  forward  indi^tlual  decisions,  on 
cases  which  are  before  the  couit  for  judg- 
ment, as  oljcctionabie,  we  tball  ab.Ktaia 
at  the  present  moment  especially,  from 
passing  any  opinion  ou  tlie  cases  ui  ques- 
tion. 

From  tlie  canses  above-mentioned,  the 
direction  of  1809-10  closed  without  the 
final  determination  which,  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent state  of  tilings,  the  resolution  of 
the  5th  December,  had  intended  at  an  ear- 
lier penod. 

The  same  motives  for  delay  continued 
toop«*rate  in  tlie  new  direcLi.»n,  ioto  which, 
besides  six  members  had  entered  who  were 
not  parties  to  the  proceedings  of  the  loie- 
going  year^  and  who  needed  time  to  ac^ 
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flnaint  tbeinselTes  with  the  voluininoiu 
oocumeBtB  wfaicti  btd  relation  t«  the  cases  of 
those  officers;  and  it  appeared  at  lengtii 
to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the  new  court, 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  cases 
of  these  officers  on^t  to  be  delayed,  in 
order  to  affiird  an  opportmu  ty  for  receiving 
from  India  any  iniormation  ironi  the  re- 
ports of  the  courts  martial,  or  a»y  other ' 
:«ource  that  might  throw  light  on  their  con- 
duct ;  and  it  was  only  on  the  24th  Septem- 
ber, 1810,  that  lord  Minto's  letter  of  the 
15th  April,  1810,  announcing  the  conclu- 
sion of  those  trials  by  court  martial,  arriv- 
ed in  England,  by  the  William  Pitt  iVfm 
Madras.  On  the  10th  October  following, 
tlie  court  of  directors  came  to  the  resolution 
**  that  this  court  will,  on  Tuesday,  the  20th 
November  next,  proceed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  cases  of  the  several  officers 
of  the  Madras  army,  now  at  home  under 
suspension,  and  that  the  said  officers  have 
nonce  thereof;*  and  although  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  5th  December,  1809,  was  not 
on  that  occasion  formally  alluded  to,  it  is 
obvioiu  that,  according  to  tlie  terms  of  tlie 
resolation  of  the  lOth  October,  ihc  court 
must  have  considered  the  Mrhole  of  the 
cases  of  those  officers,  rej>pectiug  which  it 
has  appeared  much  new  matter  had  been  re- 
ceived, as  still  open  to  consideration. 

It  seems  only  necessarv  to  add,  that  the 
delay,  and  the  cause  of  it,  was  publicly 
known  and  announced  by  the  chairman, 
not  only  in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  May  last,  in  a  re^  to  a  (j^uestion 
put  to  him  by  a  near  connection  ot  vne  of 
tlie  Madras  officers,  but  was  also  stated 
personally  to  that  officer  by  the  chairman, 
who  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the 
#etenuii^tion. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obeditnt, 
Humble  Servants, 

W.  ASTELL, 
C.    GR.4WT. 

To  the  honourable  the  Court  of  Directors,  &c. 
Gentlemen, 

I  request  your  permission  to  el^ter  the 
following  memorandum  upon  the  conrfs 
records : 

The  resolution  of  the  court  of  tlie  5th 
December,  1809,  respecting  the  dismissal 
from  the  service  of  the  Madras  suspended 
officers,  without  having  called  upon  them 
for  their  defence,  havino*  bi'ou  introduced 
into  the  paper  read  in  c^urt  on  the  6th 
instant,  signed  by  the  chaiiman  and  Charles 
Grant,  Esq.  and  the  statement  being  cor- 


rect, as  to  the  numbers  which  appear 
to  have  balloted  for  and  figainst  that  ques- 
tion, viz.  fifteen  for,  and  two  against  it, 
although  three  of  the  members  Sien  pre- 
sent, spoke  warmly  against  it,,  and  three 
entered  their  written  dissents,  I  am  anxious 
to  free  myself  from  the  charge  of  having 
voted  for  a  measure,  which,  at  the  time- 
'  I  stated  in  my  place  to  have  been  of  the 
most  exceptionable  nature  thnt  I  "had  ever 
witne^ed,  and  I  am  still  of  the  same 
opinion. 

(Signed)  S.Toome. 

East  India  House, 
the  8th  March,  1811. 

**  At  a  Court  of  Directors  held  on  We^ 
neschiy,  tlie  '27 th  February,  i 81  !,"• 

**  The  under-mentioned  papers  behig  cal« 
led  for,  were  read  ;  viz. — 

^'  General  letter  from  Fort  St.  Geoi^e^ 
hi  the  pulilic  department,  dated  I8tli  Sep- 
tember, 1810,  with  tire  enclosures  therein; 
viz.  Nos.  '2,  3,  and  4. 

"  Extract  of  coinraissiom  of  crovcrnment 
for  Fort  St.  Geor;:e,  dated  2d  June,  1807, 
and  loth  April,  1810. 

**  The  following  motion  was  then  made; 
viz. — 

"  That  tl»e  opinion  of  the  company's 
standmg  council  be  taken  respecting  the  le- 
gality of  the  proceedings  of  tiie  Madras  go- 
vernment, in  the  retnoval  of  Mr.  Petria 
from  the  council  of  that  fwesidency,  previ- 
ous to  the  receipt  of  the  new  conuni.ssion  of 
government,  aod  to  the  arrival  of  sir  Samael 
Aurlminty,  appointed  second  in  council; 
and  previews  likewise  to  the  receipt  of  orderf 
to  that  effect,  under  the  liands  cf  thirteen 
or  more  of  the  directors.'' 

'*  And  the  previous  question  on  the  said 
motion  being  moved  ;  viz. 

**  That  this  question  be  now  put ; — 

"  And  the  same  being  taken  by  the  hal« 
lot,— 

^  It  passed  in  the  aegative.* 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Tuesday^ 
^6{h  March,  1811. 

The  chairman  acquainting  the  xiourt,  that 
it  \s  specially  summoned  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  further  consideration  ttie  cases 
of  the  suspended  Madras  ofl^cers. 

And  the  following  motions  being  sepa- 
rately put  ; 
It  was 

Resolved  by  the  ballot.  That  major  Be 
Morgan  appears  to  this  court  to  have  been 
ipiilty  of  havmg  signed  a  very  improper  and 
inflammatory  address  to  lord  Mmto,  con- 
t^dniog  doctrines  hostile  to  tl^e  existence  of 


^  The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  directors  are  not  continoed  here  exactly  in  order 
of  time  I  but  in  such  a  way,  it  is  trusted^  as  to  keep  the  dispussion  on  particular  pointi 
as  distinct  as  practicable,  and  as  little  interrupted  as  may  be  in  detail. — The  reader 
will  observe,  that  agreathipse  of  time  tod  occurred,  which  is  explained  in  the  correspon- 
dence, between  the  proposed  resolutioD  £ir  the  diNVUSftioo  of  certain  officeni  i9d  th.edate 
whea  the  aubject  yru  reswned* 
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military  discipline,  and  calcolated  to  lead  to 
the  subversion  of  all  due  authority  in  the 
state  ;  and  that  be  has  also,  in  the  intended 
prosecution  of  lieutenant-colonel  Munro, 
and  in  his  letter  to  colonel  Cuppase,  dated 
I4th  Apiil,  1809,  exhibited  a  spirit  deserv- 
ing of  much  reprehension. 

Re>olved  by  tiie  ballot.  That  captain 
Marshall  appears  to  this  court  to  have  been 
guilty  of  havui^  prepared  copies  of  the  in- 
tended factious  and  inflammatory  memorial 
to  lord  Minto,  hostile,  as  already  mention- 
ed, both  to  military  discipline  and  to  lecal 
ffovemmenr,  at  as  early  a  period  as  the 
Ee^inninK  of  February,  1 809 — Tliat  this  fact 
mi^t  lead  to  the  inference  of  his  having 
had  a  further  concern  in  the  circumstances 
relatuig  to  tliis  paper ;  and  in  the  mo.«t  fa- 
vourable c  nsfruction  that  could  possibly  be 
put  upon  his  conduct,  must  prove  tliat  he 
\%as  highly  deficient  in  an  est4?ntial  poiut  of 
his  duty,  in  concealing  the  knowledge  of  it 
from  the  governraent  of  Madras. 

Resolved  by  the  ballot,  That  lieutenant- 
colonel  Martin,  al^so  appears  to  this  court  to 
have  been  guilty  of  having  been  concerned 
in  preparing  copies  of  tlie  intended  factious 
and  inflammatory  memoiial  to  lord  Minto, 
the  character.of  which  has  been  already  de- 
scribed, at  as  early  a  period  as  the  begin- 
ning of  February^  1809. — Tliat  Uiis  fact,  as 
in  the  ca<^e  of  captain  Marshall,  might  lead 
to  the  inference  of  his  having  been  further 
concerned  in  the  circumstances  relat- 
ing to  this  paper ;  and  in^the  most  favour- 
able construction  that  could  pon^sibly  be  put 
npon  his  conduct,  must  prove  that  he  was 
deflcient  in  his  duty,  in  concealing  tlic 
knowledge  of  it  from  the  government  of 
Madras. 

Resolved  by  the  ballot,  that  captain 
Grant  appears  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  very 
serious  otfence  against  military  discipline 
and  the  autliority  of  legal  government,  in 
subscribing  his  name  to  an  address  to  major 
Boles,  in  whirh  a  systematic  rci^lstance  to 
government  is  upheld,  and  an  indenmity  is 
offered  to  the  persons  snfieriug  under  soch 
resistance;  and  tliat  captain  Grant  has 
moreover  added  to  this  otfence  by  the  re- 
prehensible manner  in  which  he  introduced 
this  paper  to  tlie  notice  of  the  government 
of  Fort  St.  George. 

A  letter  from  John  Huddlcston,  Esq. 
membtr  of  tliis  court,  dated  this  day,  con- 
taining his  observations  upon  a  letter  from 
the  Ute  and  pre  ^ent  ci;airman,  read  in  court 
tlie  6th  instant,  was  read. 


To 


of 


the  honourable  (^ourt  of  Directors 

the  F.ast  India  comi>dny. 
•'  Gentlemen, 
**  In  the  '  ♦^t'*'  *'^  Mie  '•T'rt^  ^rom  t'le  late 
chairman  and  deputv  chairman,  delivered 
and  read  tiic  ttii  lu^tant,  a  con^tniction  is 
given  to  tUt  h-x-  iu*..  ...e  v"  .  o'  tne 
5th  l)ectmhcr,  i8<)9,oa  tlie  subjcofof  the 
MaditM  tuspcnded  officers,  so  €wqaliaily 


difibrent  from  that  which  I  conceiTe  to  be 
the  correct  one,  and  observations  are  ap- 
plied to  the  dissent  which  was  recorded 
against  that  resolution,  and  to  the  propoa- 
tion  offered  to  the  court  on  the  ^liLh  April, 
1810,  for  the  removal  of  the  anspensuoB, 
and  to  the  dissent  which  was  recorded  on 
the  litht  hy  foor  members  of  the  court, 
against  the  rejection  of  that  proposition,  of 
a  nature  so  extraordinary,  that  I  should  be 
wanting  to  those  of  our  absent  ex-colleagaes, 
whose  signatures  appear  witli  mine  to  the 
last-mentioned  dissent,  and  to  the  senti- 
ments and  principles  which  I  have  invaria- 
bly maintained  in  relation  to  the  whole  fenb- 
ject,  if  by  omitting  to  notice  that  coostmc^ 
tion  and  those  ol^rvltions,  I  left  them  to 
produce  the  impiession  which  they  are  cal- 
culated to  make,  not  on  the  court,,  or  on 
any  of  its  members,  but  on  those  who  may 
read  them  without  a  previous  knowledge  m 
the  transactions  and  a  peratal  of  the  doca- 
ments  to  which  they  refer. 

'*  After  what  has  been  said,  and  the  opi- 
niOiis  tliat  have  been  declared  of  the  reso- 
liition  of  the  5th  December,  t809,  by 
n^fmbers  of  the  court  distinguished  not  less 
fdr  tlieir  mod<,*ration  and  candour,  than  for 
their  pre-eminent  talents  and  long  expe- 
rience, I  rather  expected  that  one  of  thosr 
members  would  propose  the  expnnging  of 
tiiat  resolution  from  our  minuter,  than  that 
even  the  parent  of  it,  the  late  chainnao 
himself,  would  venture  on  the  Herculean 
task  of  attempting  its  defence. 

"  The  great  aim  of  the  letter  in  qnesti<», 
is  to  give  a  character  and  constmctioo  to 
the  resolution  of  the  5th  December,  1809, 
widely  dif&rent  from  tliosc  which  it  has 
hitherto  borne,  and  of  which  I  believe  n« 
human  ingenuity  can  divest  it.  I  propose 
to  examine  progressively  every  material 
statement  which  the  letter  contains.  It 
begins  witli  observuig,  tliat  "  the  reso- 
lution of  the  5th  December,  1809,  was  the 
result  of  a  deliberate  proceeding,  held  in 
pursuance  of  notice  given  and  recorded 
on  a  preceding  court  day.  The  rcsokrtioa 
did  not,  as  has  been  very  erroneously 
assumed  by  some,  first  pass  a  judgment 
on  the  officers,  and  then  refbr  the  exami- 
nation of  their  cases  to  a  future  day,  the 
proceeding  of  the  court  was  quite  difie- 
rent;  they  first  examined  and  considered 
tlie  conduct  of  the  officers,  and  then 
passed  an  opinion  upon  iL"  The  chair- 
man on  the  preceding  court  day,  did  cer- 
tainly acquaint  the  court,  that  on  Tuesday 
next,  he  intended  to  submit  to  tlieir  const- 
deration  what  further  proceedings  may  be 
proper  respecting  the  officers  lately  sus- 
pended at  Fort  St.  Georare.  Ota  that 
Tuesday,  the  chairman  came  to  the  court 
with  a  paper  ready  prepared,  and  delivered 
a  tptcch,  from  whicii  it  was  obvious  that 
the  paper  expressed  a  resolution  for  dii- 
missmg  the  suspended  officers ;  a  discos- 
sion  ensued,  in  which  several  membets, 
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ftnd  particularly  one  of  gretit  influence  in 
the  court,  who  is  aSwnys  tlie  calm  oppo«er 
of  violent  and  precipitate  measures,  deprc- 
catcKl  wiial  they  conceived  would  be  so 
harsh  and  ni\ju8ta  proceedinar^as  the  officers 
accused  were  as  yet  absent  and  unheard, 
and  there  was  nothinif  befof-e  the  court  but 
tlic  ra  pnrte  statements  of  their  accuser ; 
in  consequence  of  this  discussion,  the  paper 
was  altered  by  the  canimmu  htraself  with 
the  aid  of  the  secretary,  and  at  length 
reduced  to  tlie  form  atid  words  in  which  it 
now  appear*,  and  1  think  it  will  l>e  found 
that  it  docs  much  more  than  ''pass  an  opi* 
nion"  on  tlie  conduct  of  the  otlieers. 

**The  letter  ^roceetlsto  state,  that  J'  the 
various  documcnU  in  possession  of  the 
court,  relative  to  the  subject  which  had 
before  betn  considered,  were  again  read, 
a  debate  followed,  and  in  conclusion  the 
resolutions  passed  by  a  ni«\)ority  of  15  to 
if."  I  know  only  of  the  piipers  having 
been  read,  but  not  of  any  j»revioas  consi- 
deration of  them  ;  and  as  hve  members  at 
least  earnestly  deprecated  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  tliree  recorded  protests 
against  it,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
tact  of  there  having  appeared  only  two 
votes  on  the  ballot  ugaiu^t  it ;  and  it  seems 
to  me  explicable  only,  by  supposing  that 
sevenil  members  must,  by  mistake,  have 
balloted  for  the  resolution,  when  they 
intendiHl  to  have  balloted  a^rainst  it. 

"  Before  proceeding  to  the  next  para- 
graph in  the  letter,  it  is  necessary  lo  offer 
a  short  prefatory  statement. 

*<  The  Madras  govemiuent  had  deprived 
the  oflicers  of  their  stations  and  com- 
mands ;  suspended  four  of  them  troni  the 
comf»an>''»  service,  and  ordered  theiu  igno- 
roinioasiy  to  ^gland  without  a  trial  or  a 
hearing ;  and  reconmieuded  a  fifth,  Ueu- 
teuanf  colonel  Martin,  to  be  dismissed  the 
service — not  to  call  upon  him  for  his  de- 
fence, or  see  if  he  oould  ofier  any,  but  to 
disinijis  him  from  the  service- 

"  The  resolution  in  question,  of  the  dth 
Deeenober,  1809,  when  the  parties  were 
on  their  passage  to  England,  (excepting 
Ueutenant-coloncl  IMartin,  who  was  tiieu 
actually  in  London,  and  ignorant  ev^u  of 
his  having  been  accused)  in  conlirmation 
of  that  proceeding  of  the  Madras  govern- 
ment, assumes  the  ^lilt  of  tlie  officers  on 
the  rx  ptuie  criminatmg  statement  of  their 
accn*>er,  and  pledges  the  court  to  proceed 
on  a  future  day,  to  the  act  of  their  dis- 
mission. 

**  Such  is  the  definition  given  of  the 
resolotiou  in  question,  in  a  Protest  against 
it,  dated  tite  i3th  of  the  same  month,  and 
enlarged  upon  in  another,  by  four  mtnibers 
of  the  court,  of  the  11  th  April  ensuing; 
and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  defi- 
nition is  a  jnst  one,  all  that  I  conceive  to 
be  necessary  is,  to  fead  the  resolution  itself 
to  which  it  is  applied.  After  the  lapse, 
however,  of  fiffeen  months,  aamelyy  from 

Vol.  12.  1 


the  5tfa  Deeember,  1809,  to  the  6th  March, 
1811,  a  letter  is' addressed  to  the  court, 
which  virtually,  though  not  in  express 
terms,  denies  that  the  resolution  pledged 
the  court  to  tlie  act  of  dismission,  and 
tlirongh  many  succeeding  pages,  labours 
hard  to  inculcate  the  idea,  that  it  \cfi  the 
subject  open  for  future  deliberation.  That 
in  the  earlv  paces  of  the  letter,  however, 
the  writer  'felt  the  difficulty  of  the  task  he 
had  undertaken,  will  be  manifest  in  com- 
paring the  peculiar  phraseology  employed 
m  tlie  following' passage  witu  the  rcsoia- 
tion  itself.  ,  , 

**  The  resolution  distinctly  stated  it  to  be 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  the  said  offi- 
cers were  worthy  of  dismi>sion ;  but  be* 
cause  a  standing  nde  required  that  pre- 
vious notice  should  be  ^ven  of  a  motion  of 
dismission,  Uie  rcsolutiun,  in  obedience  to 
tliis  rule,  accordingly  bore,  that  the  court 
would,  on  a  future  day,  proceed  to  the 
act  of^  dismission.  11ns  mode  of  proce* 
dure  necessarily  left  tlte  subject  open  to 
another  debate,  which  the  resolution  as- 
sumed would  be  final.  Nor  were  the  court 
desirous  to  exclude  tliat  further  opportu- 
nity of  discussion,  which  in  conformity  to 
the  standing  order  it  would  produce,  al- 
though they  thought  it  their  duty  then  to 
record  the  opinion  they  had  formed,  and  on 
which  the  ultimate  act  of  dismission  was 
to  proceed." 

"  Here,  it  will  be  obvious,  is  an  admis* 
sion  not  very  dibtant  from  the  character 
assigned  to  the  resolution  in  the  dissents, 
namely,  that  it  pledged  the  court  lo  pro- 
ceed to  the  act  of  dismission  on  a  future 
day ;  but  this  admission  is  gradually  re- 
ceded from  as  tlie  letter  advances,  imtil  at 
length  it  is  broadly  stated  that  the  resolu- 
tion expressed  **  only  an  opinion,"  |eav« 
iuf  the  question,  ^'  of  actual  disniisnion, 
still  open  to  debate;"  and  then  follow  these 
words,  "  vet  we  were  perfectly  willing  and 
desirous  that  every  subsequent  intbrmatioa 
iKhich  could  throw  Ught  on  tiie  case  of  the 
suspended  officers,  and  every  thing  they 
had  subseouently  olTered  in  their  defence, 
should  be  fiiUy  w^ghed."  To  all  acquaint- 
ed with  the  facts,  this  passage  must,  we 
think,  appear  extraordinary — in  the  pro* 
test  of  the  11th  April,  1810,  by  four  direc- 
tors, it4s  stated  as  their  belief  {^s\t\i  refe- 
rence to  the  proceedings  of  the  5th  De- 
cember, on  the  cases  of  the  suspended 
officers)  tliat  tfaAe  proposition  which  the 
chairman  on  that  day  brought  forward  io 
court,  *'  in  the  original  draft,  extended 
to  their  dismission  from  the  service ;"  and 
I  think  that  if  the  late  chairman  could 
have  contradicted  that  statement,  he  would 
not  have  omitted  to  do  it,  io  a  letter 
which,  though  professing  to  take  only  a 
cnlvory  view  of  that  protest,  and  to  con- 
sider it  as  peculiarly  "open  to  reply,"  de» 
votes  to  It  eight  pages  of  a  large-sized 
paper,  doteiy  written,  and  advent  to  ot 
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part  of  it  that  is  more  important  If  it 
was,  however,  merely  an  omission,  tiie  late 
chairman  will  have  an  opportunity  of  rec- 
tifying it  at  whatever  period  of  time  here- 
after he  may,  as  I  conjecture  he  will,  con- 
descend to  notice  the  observations  I  am 
now  submitting  to  the  court,  and  of  deny- 
ing that  tlie  proposition  he  brought  for- 
ward on  the  Mh  December,  1809,  did  (as 
he  brought  it  into  court)  extend  to  the 
dismission  of  the  five  suspended  officers 
tlierein  named,  from  the  company's  ser- 
vice ;  and  if  he  cannot  make  that  denial, 
it  will  ficmain  with  him  to  reconcile  his 
intention  to  have  proposed  the  dismission 
of  the  officers  that  day  from  the  service, 
with  his  having  been  *"  perfectly  billing 
and  desirous  that  ever>  subsequent  infor- 
mation which  could  throw  light  on  the  case 
of  the  officers,  and  ever>  tiling  they  had 
subsequently  offered  in  tlieir  own  defence, 
•houla  be  fully  weighed ;"  to  what  period 
the  words  **  subsequvnt  and  subsequently, 
are  meant  to  refer,  and  whether  it  can  be 
to  any  but  a  period  subsequent  to  their 
dismission  from  the  service:  tlie  late  chair- 
man will,  perhaps,  also  condescend  to  ex- 
plain : — it  is  a  tact  never  to  be  lost  aiglit 
of  by  those  who  ^ish  to  form  a  candid 
and  impartial  judgment  on  the  whole  sub* 
ject  of  the  proceedings  of  the  5th  Decem- 
ber, J 809,  that  four  of  the  suspended  offi- 
cers were  at  that  time  on  tlieir  passage  to 
England,  and  that  thev  had  been  suspended 
in  India  without  a  trial  or  a  hearing,  or 
being  called  upon  for  any  explanation  or 
defence;  and  that  the  fifth  (lieutenant- 
colonel  Martin)  was  in  London,  and  igno- 
rant even  of  his  having  been  accused,  at 
tlie  moment  that  the  court  were  debating 
tlie  question  of  his  dismission  from  the 
service.  But  I  will  now  suppose  the  late 
chairman  to  be  able  to  deny  that  the  paper 
he  brought  forward  in  court  the  5th  De- 
cember, did,  before  it  was  altered,  express 
a  resolution  of  actual  dismission  of  the  sus- 
pended officers,  and  take  the  resohition  as 
it  now  stands  on  the  Aiinutes  of  the  court, 
and  then  leave  to  every  impartial  breast  to 
decide  whether,  as  stated  in  the  letter 
before  us,  it  expressed  "  only  an  opinion, 
leaving  the  nuestion  of  actual  dismission 
still  open  to  debate,'*  or  whether,  as  I  con- 
tend, it  pledged  the  coui'T  to  proceed  to 
the  act  01  dismission  on  a  future  day.  On 
these  points  the  resolution  shall  speak  for 
itself;  the  words  are  these,  "That  the 
oti'ences  with  wiiich  tliose  officers  are 
charged,  are  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
cruninal  nature,  subversive  of  all  legiti- 
mate authority,  and  ought  always  to  re- 
ceive the  severest  punishment  whicli  the 
court  of  directors  can  kiffict ;  since  lenity 
in  such  a  case  to  individuals,  would  prove 
most  detrimental  and  pernicious  to  the 
general  interest  of  the  army,  the  Indian 
governments,  and  the  nation. 
'      ^  That;  in  the  circonstaDCCt  ip  which 


the  government  of  Fort  rft  George  were 
placed,  and  under  the  conviction  £ey  had 
from  evidences  before  them,  the  mea- 
sures they  adopted  with  respect  to  those 
officers,  were  proper  and  necesaary. 

*^  That  those  evidences,  so  far  as  they 
are  brought  befbre  the  conrt,  do  appear 
clearly  to  establish  the  guilt  of  the  dimrait 
parties  to  whom  they  related,  and  to  abew 
tliem  worthy  of  dismission. 

**  That  it  is  tlierefore  proper  to  proceed 
to  the  act  of  dismission ;  and- that  agree* 
ablvto  the  standing  rule  of  the  service, 
which  requires  notice  of  a  motion  of  a 
dismission,  the  conrt  do,  on  a  ftitnre  day, 
proceed  to  the  said  act,  namely,  the  dis- 
mission  of  Hen tenaat  colonel  ^ntleger, 
major  de  Morgan,  captain  Marshall,  capt. 
Grant,  and  lieutenant- colonel  Martiii; 
and  in  the  meantime,  that  lientCBant-col. 
Martin,  now  at  home,  who  was  equally 
implicated,  and  upon  the  same  evidences 
in  the  offence  for  which  captain  Marshall 
was  suspended ;  wh6  would  have  been 
suspended  in  like  manner,  had  he  been  in 
India,  and  whom  the  Fort  SL  George 
government  recommend  it  to  the  court  to 
dismiss  witJi  the  other  officers ;  be,  iratil 
tlie  tinal  consideration  of  their  case  comes 
on,  suspended,  as  they  are,  from  the  com- 
pany's service." 

"*^As  I  have  just  quoted  the  words  of  the 
resolution,  I  shall  repeat  here  the  statement 
made  in  the  protest  of  the  10th  Apnl, 
and  questioned  in  the  letter  I  am  sow  dis- 
cussing ;  that  in  the  resolution  of  the  6th 
December,  the  word  charged  is  made  use 
of,  und  relied  on  precisely  as  if  the  signi- 
fication were  synonimous  with  tlie  word 
convicted.  I  confidently  ask,  whether  the 
officers  having  been  charged  with  offences 
of  the  most  criminal  and  dangerous  nature, 
is  not  one  of  the  expressed  grounds  for 
tlie  severe  declaration  which  fouows  in  the 
concluding  paragraph,  namely,  "  that  it 
is  therefore  proper  to  proceed  to  the  act  of 
dismission.*'  It  the  late  chairman  himself 
can  still  entertain  a  doubt  of  my  correct- 
ness on  this  point,  or  give  a  negative  answer 
to  the  foregoing  question,  I  invite  him  to 
state  distinctly  what  "  therefore"  refie^rs 
to ;  submitting  to  him,  at  the  same  time, 
whether  his  difficulties  would  be  at  all 
lesiened  by  making  it  refer  exclnstvc- 
ly  to  the  statement  wliich  immediately 
precedes  it.  Lastly,  before  taking  XeAvc 
of  tiie  defence  now  offered  for  tlie  resola- 
tion  of  the  dth  December,  1809,  I  shall 
accapt  it  in  the  very  sense  contended  for, 
and  suppose  it  not  to  have  pledged  the 
court  to  the  act  of  dismission,  bnt  merely 
to  have  pronounced  it  as  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  that  the  officers  were  wortliy  of 
dismission;  and  even  taking  it  solely  in 
that  sense,  I  submit  it  to  the  candid  reflec- 
tion of  the  coart,  whether  the  so  pto- 
nouncing  upon  men  absent  and  unticnrd, 
even  if,  instead   of  being  aU  officers,  ^f 
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known  merit,  tlicy  had  beeiT  the  hamblest 
individuals  dependant  on  the  company  for 
bread,  would  not  have  been  a  violation  of  the 
^eat  prbciple  of  audi  alteram  partem  ;  and 
in  that  a  violation  of  the  principle  delivered 
to  us  as  comprehending  the  sum  and  essence 
of  our  duty;  for  it  may  safely  be  aflBrmed 
that  it  is  a  principle  which  no  one  ever  vio- 
lated who  would  not  loudly  claim  the  benefit 
of  it  in  his  own  case. — •*  Hear  all,  and  then 
judge,"  has  been  a  precept  revered  by  every 
upright  tribunal ;  and,  mour  several  discus- 
sions on  the  cases  of  the  suspended  officers,  it 
has  repeatedly  been  observed,  and  in  no  in- 
stance denicc),  that  we  were  acting  as  a  so- 
lemn tribunal,  sitting  in  judgment  on  the  re- 
putations and  fortunes  of  officers  who  had 
served  the  company  from  twenty  to  thirty 
year^with  unblemished  honour  and  fidelity. 
It  might  have  been  added,  tliat  besides  the 
character  of  judge,  we  filled  also  those  of 
jury,  and  of  party  in  the  cause,  since  we  re- 
present that  Ixxly  against  which  the  offences 
arc  alleged  to  have  been  committed  :  the 
more  binding  and  sacred,  therefore,  wds  the 
obli^tion  upon  us  to  judge  with  strict  im- 
partiality, and  to  guard  our  minds  with  the 
uttQOSt  jealousy  against  the  influence,  of  the 
impressions  which  the  ex  parte  unanswered 
representations  of  the  Madras  government 
coiild  not  fail  to  produce. — I  yet  trust  that  the 
ultimate  result  of  our  procceabgs,  in  all  that 
u  now  before  us,  may  carry  with  it  the  ap- 
probation of  the  pubhc  ;  but,  whatever  that 
result  may  be,  I  am  sure  that  no  member  of 
the  court' will  ever  regret  that  the  resolution 
of  the  5ih  December  was  resisted. 

"•  The  letter  then  notices  the  fact  of  three 
members  of  the  court  having  recorded  dis^ 
sents  to  the  resolution,  and  professes  to  de- 
scribe the  grounds  on  which  these  dissents 
rested.  I  would  however  prefer,  that  for 
the  argumcnu  on  which  those  dissents  were 
founded,  and  for  the  motives  which  induced 
us  to  record  them,  the  papers  themselves 
should  be  referred  to. 

••  The  letter  then  proceeds  to  account  for 
the  delay  in  answering  thobc  dissents,  and 
to  state  the  reasons  which  induced  them  (the 
late  chairman  and  deputy-chairman),  and  they 
believe  a  majority  of^  the  court,  to  adopt  the 
resolution  of  the  5tli  December,  and  it  then 
necessarily  involves  a  laboured  defence  of  the 
Madras  government.  It  was  obvious'*  (says 
the  lettcrj  **  that  a  spirit  of  insubordination 
and  sedition  had  proceeded  to  a  great  length 
among  the  Madras  officers ;  this  spirit  acted 
by  combination  and  written  communicdtions 
between  different  divisions  of  the  arit^y,  and 
its  direct  tendency  was  to  overawe  or  con« 
troul  the  civil  government ;  such  a  temper 
and  disposition  among  military  men  could  be 
put  down  only  by  a  strong  and  prompt  hand  ; 
to  support  the  authority  of  the  civil  govern- 
irfent,  was  to  support  the  authority  of  the 
company  itself.  If,  as  was  affirmed  on  one 
side,  and  denied  on  the  other,  the  govem- 
meat  of  Madras  bad  erred  in  supponing  a 


tight  object,  this  was  no  justification  of  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  ;  to  preserve  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  company,  sedition  must  be 
repelled."  &c. 

*'  This  passage,  however  ingeniously  worded, 
will  upon  examination,  we  &lieve,  oe  found 
to  apply  neither  to  the  defence  of  the  court's 
resolution  of  the  5th  December,  nor  to  that 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Madras  government; 
the  whole  of  it  is  built  on  facts,  not  One  of 
which  is  proved  ;  aud  in  the  former  prt,  a 
fact  is  assumed  which  is  capable  of  easy  dis- 
proof; the  effects  which  are  known  to  have 
been  produced  by  the  suspensions  and  remo- 
vals of  the  1st  Nlay,  are  assumed  as  the  cause 
of  those  severe  acts.  Th<^  reader  is  ingeni- 
ously led  to  suppose,  that  at  that  date  the 
system  of  combination  and  of  communica- 
tions between  the  ditfcrcm  divisions  of  the 
army  had  already  taken  place,  and  ih^t  the 
court  Was  apprized  of  them  when  the  reso- 
lution of  the  3th  December,  was  proposed 
arid  adopted  ;  whereas  a  reference .  to  dates 
will  clearly  shew,  that  on  the  ^ih  December, 
180^9,  the  court  of  directors  were  not  in  pos- 
session of  any  evidence,  or  of  any  advices 
relating  to  insubordination  or  sedition,  ex^ 
cept  the  minute  of  sir  George  Barlow,  of  rhe 
isi  of  May,  1809,  in  which  there  is  no  al- 
lusion to  any  combinations  or  written  com- 
munications between  divisions  of  the  army  j 
indeed  it  is  inipossible  there  could  be  any, 
for  sir  George  Barlow,  in  his  subsequent  dis- 
patches, expressly  states,  that  thd  system  of 
combination  was  established  throughout  the 
army,  after  the  Hydiabad  officers  had  decla- 
red their  jp«rticii>aiion  in  the  feelings  of  their 
brother  omcers,  and  had  disclaimed  the  praises 
bestowed  on  themselves  in  the  orders  of  the 
1st  May.  In  proof  of  the  correctness  of  this 
statement,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
letter  from  the  Madras  Government,  dated 
the  6ch  September,  (paras.  .5  and  6)  which 
was  received  per  Ganges  on  the  24th  Janu- 
ary, 181c,  and  to  the  general  letter  oT  the 
loth  of  September,  (paras.  5.  6,  7  and  8), 
which  was  received  per  Rattlesnake,  on  the 
12ih  of  March,  1810.  These  letters  dis- 
tinctly shew  that  the  combinations  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  the  written  communications  between 
the  divisions  of  the  armyj  were  the  conse- 
quences, and  not  the  causes,  of  the  orders  of 
the  isi  of  May,  It  was  the  summaiy  mode 
of  punishment  announced  in  those  orders, 
that  produced  an  universal  feeling  of  indig- 
nation, and  led  to  those  excesses,  m  the  gutic 
of  which  the  letter  (unwittingly  we  trust) 
labours  to  involve  the  officers  whose  sufferingl 
excited  them. 

'•  Colonel  Malcolm's  communications  from 
M^ulipatam,  of  the  4ih  and  ^ih  of  July, 
appear  to  have  been  the  earliest  on  which  the 
knowledge  of  a  combination  among  the  of!i« 
cers  Was  founded  :  nor  can  any  factor  circum* 
stance  be  adduced  to  shew,  that  the  officers 
alluded  to  in  the  couri*s  resolution  of  the  5th  , 
December,  or  any  of  them,  were  concetncd 
in  that  combination ;  or  that  any  was  formed 
T3  i         -«•/ 
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gDtil  after  ihcy  liad  been  sent  beyond  the  tcr- 
ritorics  of  the  Madras  Bovcrnment.  The 
imputation,  therefore,  ana  the  argument  boilr. 
have  been  too  lightly  hazarded  ;  and  even  if 
they  were  correct,  I  should  submit  to  the 
court  of  directors,  and  to  every  generous  mind 
that  may  hereafter  peruiC  these  records,  wiih 
what  grace  they  are  brought  forward  at  this 
precise  moment,  when  the  accused  officers 
nave  closed  their  deft  nee,  and  are  precluded 
from  anyopponunity  of  ausv^cring  ihcm. 

**  Oi  the  next  ari;ument  in  defence  of  the 
res'v>ltttion  of  the  ,^ih  December,  ihe  sub- 
stance is  this:—**  1  he  conn  were  called  to 
the  decided  ejierdsr  of  ih^ir  power  bj'  the 
Madras  government  -,  in  other  words,  the 
Madras  goverrvmc lit  h^d  susjxndcd  ihcojfficers 
without  a  trial  or  alicaring,  and  they  called 
upon  ihe  couri  of  directors  lo  follow  ihcir 
example  by  dismissing  ihcm  from  the  service 
in  The  wmc' summary  manner.**  They  rcprc* 
sentrd  them,  or  in  the  words  of  the  resolution, 
ihey  *•  charged  them  as  having  been  active 
in  preparing,  &c.  seditious  papers ;  suspended 
ihem  on  t^t  account,  and  recommended  iVXo 
the  pourt  to  dismissjhem."  Is  not  here  agaio 
the  Vrord  **  charged"  (or  represented  as  having 
been  guilty)  rcned  on  exactly  as  if  it  were 
jiynony  roous  with  the  word  convicted  ?  The 
■cxt  sentence  is  precisely  in  the  same  spirit ; 
It  auempts  to  iustify  a  resolution,  which,  even 
•n  the  late  cnairman*s  own  admission;  pro- 
aouoccd  on  the  guilt  of  the  officers  without 
kearing  them  in  their  defence,  bv  stating, 
that  **  the  court  were  pledged,  by  their  letter 
10  Fort  Si.  George  of  the  25th  of  September, 
2809,  to  proceed  to  the  serious  consideration 
•f  the  question  of  dismission  1** 

**  The  letter  proceeds  to  state,  that "  there 
aft  cases  in  which  all  governments  remove 
•fficers  without  a  trial  by  court-martial :  the 
«oropany  and  their  governments  have  this 
BOwer,  and  have  exercised  it  on  grounds  far 
Uu  urgent  than  the  ca^:  and  conduct  of  the 
•fficers  at  present  in  question.  When  the 
great  body  of  the  officers  of  an  army  are  in 
a  state  of  insubordination,  how  could  an  ac- 
cusation be  submitted  10  a  court  formed  of 
ibosc  officers,  &c.*' 

*'  From  this  anjd  other  oassagesin  the  letter, 
an  uninformed  reader  would  be  led  to  concliide 
that  the  objection  urged  in  the  dissents  to  sir 
Ceorge  Barlow's  procedure  towards  the  offi- 
#ers,  was  confined  to  his  not  having  granted 
thcin  a  trial  by  a  court-martial.  The  late 
chairman,  perhaps  by  ^accident,  forgets  in 
tvcry  instance  to  state,  on  this  point,  the 
whole  fact ;  namely,  that  they  were  suspend- 
«d»  not  only  without  a  milituy  investigation, 
but  without  any  investigation  at  all,  without 
any  enquiry  whatever  :  without  having#ben 
allowed  a  hearing,  or  an  opportunity  ^iven 
them  of  ofPering  any  thing  in  their  iustihca- 
tion  or  defence.  Their  accusation  and  puaish- 
ment  were  declared  in  the  same  breath.  As 
to  thcabstract  principle  laid  down  by  the  bie 
chairman  in  the  passage  last  quoted,  hcscemi 
l»htv€  fori^ottco  bow  ^lyii^i  Kcofnized 


in  the  protest,  by  Messn.  Huddlestonmd 
Pattison,  of  the  13th  of  December,  1809, 
against  the  resolution  of  the  5th,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  :— *'  admitting,  as  we  do  in 
the  fullest  sense,  that  the  court  of  (Krecton 
as  the  representatives  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, have  indisputably  a  legal  power  to  dis- 
miss officers  from  the  service  of  the  company 
without  bringing  them  to  trial  by  a  coun- 
martial,  we  ate  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  power 
the  exercise  of  which  is  justifiable  only  in 
cases  of  extreme  necessity,  of  enormous  guilt, 
established  and  proved  on  the  dearest  ana 
most  incontrovertible  evidence ;  and  above 
all,  we  contend,  that  if  in  such  extreme  cases 
public  expediency  rtrulres  that  a  corojnny's 
officer  should  be  precluded  from  the  pnvilegt 
of  being  tried  by  his  peers,  it  becomes  in  con- 
sequence a  still  more  sacred  du^  ixK  to  de^ 
prive  him  of  his  remaining  privilege,  a  fiill 
and  impartial  hearinjj ;  but  if  ever  a  prece- 
dent should  be  established  for  deciding  00  ttw 
honour  and  character  of  officers,  aixl  coo* 
signing  them  to  degradation  and  ruin  withoot 
either  a  trial  or  a  hearing,  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  from  that  moment  there  will  no  longer 
exist  the  best  security  for  the  attachment  and 
confidence  of  that  body  of  men,  to  whose 
brave  and  able  exertions  wt  have  been  prin- 
cipally indebted  for  all  we  have  acquired  in 
liidia,  and  on  whom  we  still  greatly  depend 
for  its  preservation.*'— The  protest  also  of 
four  directors,  of  the  lith  April,  1810,  ad- 
mits the  apology  offered  in  extenuation  of  the 
summary  violence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ma- 
dras government  to  all  the  removed  and  sus- 
pended officers,  with  the  exception  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Martin,  from  whom,  as  be 
was  in  England,  they  could  have  potfaii^  t* 
itar ;  excepting  also  the  suspensions  of  colo- 
nel Capper  and  major  Boles,  (or  which  I 
have  always  thought  that  no  shadow  of  ex- 
cuse or  justification  could  be  offered.  Moch 
allowance  i«  certainly  due  to  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  Madras  govermticnt 
were  placed  ;  the  general  agitation  and  ftr^ 
ment  which  pervaded  the  settlement,  and  of 
which  their  own  minds  partook;  surrounded 
too  with  spies  and  informers,  whose  harvest 
such  times  abundantly  supply ;  ready  togivt 
implicit  credit  to  every  report  and  every  in- 
formation bvourable  to  the  impressions  they 
had  already  admitted.  Of  this,  could  ibeie 
be  a  stronger  proof  than  is  given  in  sirGeorec 
Barlow's  serious  and  solemn  narration  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  secret  divan  of  five  dt  the 
friends  of  general  Macdowall,  who>  after 
his  depar  ure,  met  fix  the  mysteriocts  and 
alarming  purpose  of  '*  deliberating  what 
measures  they  should  pursue  ?"  But  I  again 
asl(  how  the  circumstances  in  which  the  Ma* 
dras  government  were  placed  could  apply  in 
our  justification,  or  where  we  could  have 
looked  for  any,  if  we  had  folbwed  their  ex* 
ample  ?** 

1  have  DOW  to  notice  a  passage  ib  the  let- 
ter before  me,  not  the  least  extraordinair 
of«ll  the  extraordinary  passages  with  wbitiir 
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.it  appears  Co  ti9  to  i^nqd.  **  Tlie  officefs 
were  not  ij^rant  of  the  reasons  of  tJietr 
suspensions,  but  some  cave  in  no  defence 
at  Madras,  and  others  what  appeared  rather 
to  aggravate  their  couduct;  mdeed^no  one 
of  them  distinctly  denied  the  mak  tiict  of 
which  they  were  acciised."  That  this  last 
assertion  cannot  apply  to  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  since  their  arrival  in  England,  most 
be  obvioos  on  reading  their  respective  me- 
norials  ;  and  at  Madras,  what  opportoniiy 
was  ipven  to  them  to  make,  and  ^hat  dispo- 
sition was  shewn  to  receive  their  denial,  this 
impotaiioD  must  bring  to  recollection  a  pas- 
sage in  Sir  George  Barlow's  minute  of  the 
1st  of  May,  in  which,  afler  having  already 
assumed  the  guilt  of  miyor  Boles,  and  in- 
.dicted  on  him  the  severest  punishment  he 
.had  the  power  to  inflict,  be  states  that  he 
woald  have  been  happy  to  have  attended  to 
the  plea  '*  in  alleviation  of  his  offence,  tliat 
be  had  acted  under  a  mistaken  idea  of  his 
daty,  or  that  he  had  been  misled." 

The  officers  respectAiUy  clahned  to  be 
beard  ;  they  snpplicated  to  be  furnished 
*  with  the  grounds,  the  evidence,  the  autho- 
^ty,  on  which  tbe  accusations  against  them 
were  founded  ;  they  were  answered  by  or- 
ders to  embark  for  England,  and  it  is  now 
imputed  to  them  that  they  gave  ui  no  de- 
fence at  Madras. 

*'  The  letter  next  observes,  that  tlie  usual 
practice  of  the  court  of  directors,  is  to  de- 
cide on  tlie  questions  relating  to  accused  In- 
dia servants,  by  the  documents  transmitted 
iVoro  India  ,**  they  do  '<  not  in  general  call 
them  home  to  be  examined."  This  is  lite- 
rally correct,  but  as  to  vvliat  it  conveys,  it 
stands  in  need  of  considerable  develope- 
ment ;  and  first,  it  is  a  serious  question,  but 
very  necessary  to  be  asked,  what  are  the 
.  documents  usually  transmitted  from  India 
reUitin^  to  accused  Indian  servants,  on 
which  It  is  the  asiial  practice  of  the  court  to 
decide?^  are  they  documents  all  on  one 
3ide  ?  are  they  all  ex  parte  statements  against 
the  accused,  and  nothing  in  his  behalf,  un- 
accompanied by  any  jnstification  or  de- 
fence ?  in  a  word,  are  tli#y  usually,  or  have 
they  before  in  any  on«»Histance  been,  such 
documents  as  those  on  which  the  late  chair- 
man brought  forward  and  prevailed  on  the 
conrt  of  directors  to  adopt  the  memorable 
resolution  of  the  5th  of  December,  1809? 

**  No.  It  is  an  nndeniable  hct^  for  the 
truth  of  which  we  can  appeal  to  the  late 
chaurman  hhnself,  that  the  governments  in 
India  do  strictly  attend  to  the  courts  Just 
•nd  comiderate  orders,  to  furnish  tbe  acco- 
aed  with  a  copy  of  the  accasaticMi,  and  give 
him  a  reasonanic  time  to  make  his  defence, 
and  to  proceed  in  all  such  cases  with  the 
ntuiost  circtunspection  and  lenity.  Some- 
times (indeed  very  commonly^  they  appoint 
a  conmittee  to  investigate  all  the  circmn- 
fftanccs,  and  report  on  the  whole  case  | 
then  if  the  restdt  be  unfavourable  to  (he 
««cafedy  4Ad  the  goyenuneiit  fipdiit.theur 


duty  to  suspend  fhera,  they  send  home  t# 
the  court  of  directors  copies  of  all  their 
jproceedings  on  tlie  subject,  including  every 
thing  alleged  against  and  in  favour  of  the 
accused  servant,  and  in  such  documents 
the  court  have  before  them  all  that  is 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  form  an  impar- 
tial judgment ;  but  even  then,  if  the  accu- 
sed servant  comes  to  England,  there  is  not 
an  instance  we  believe  in  the  court's  re- 
cords, of  his  having  been  dismissed  before 
he  had  given  in  a  memorial  to  the  court, 
and  that  memorial  had  been  calmly  and^dis- 
passionately  considered  ;  Jthey  do  not  send 
tor  him  home  to  be  examined,  but  being 
suspended,  he  generally  comes  without 
being  sent  for.  In  deciding  too,  the  conrt 
have  generally  borne  in  mind,  that  suspen- 
sion from  the  service  by  a  government  in 
India  until  the  pleasure  of  the  conrt  of  di- 
rectors shall  be  known.  Is  of  itself  a  severe 
punishment,  even  supposing  the  court  to 
enter  on  the  consideration  of  tile  case  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  the  dispatches, 
and  to  send  out  orders  for  the  removal  of 
the  suspension  by  the  earliest  opportunity ; 
as  a  year  at  least  must  elapse  before  m% 
orders  can  be  received,  and  in  the  mean 
while  tlie  accused  must  remain  in  a  state 
of  suspension,  and  without  office  oremolm- 
ment. 

The  next  passage  in  the  letter  I  must 
quote  at  full  length. 

"  Where  servants  come  home,  as  in  tha 
present  case,  under  suspension  by  any  of 
the  governments  abroad,  whatever  defence 
or  information  tlicy  pioduce  here  whidi 
they  did  not  produce  in  India,  can  only  be 
of  the  nature  of  ex  parte  evidence  ;  the  go- 
vernments abroad  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing or  answering  it,  untess  it  be  transmitted 
to  tliem  ;  wliereas,  to  try  a  cause  between 
parties  lairly,  the  one  party  should  hear 
what  the  other  advances,  and  the  conrt, 
though  they  do  well  to  reserve  the  power 
of  final  Judgment  in  all  cases  to  tlieniselves, 
can  seldom  exercise  it  safely  or  satisfac- 
torily, except  on  evidence  whidi  their  go- 
vernments nave  had  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  and  meeting." 

The  former  part  of  this  passage  has,  m 
part,  been  already  replied  to  ;  the  latter 
part  would  go  to  the  permitting  the  Madras 
government  to  profit  by  tlieir  own  wrong, 
and  for  an  indefinite  time  preclude  from  re- 
dress tlie  party  suffering  under  it.  The  hite 
chairman  must  be  aware  that  the  Madras 
government  suspended  the  officers  from  the 
service,  without  calling  upon  them  for  any 
defence,  or  instituting  any  enquiry,  or  coni- 
pl^'ing  with  their  request  to  be  nimishcd 
with  the  authority  or  evidence  on  which 
they  had  been  condemned ;  and  now  after 
having  listened  to,  vnd  been  implicitly  gui- 
ded by,  the  ex  parte  statements,  public  and 
private,  of  the  Madras  government ;  after 
having  solely  on  those  statements  pronoun- 
ced the  •ffieeii  worthy  of  di«mii|ion  >  iaif 
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quite  fair  to  advance  against  the  ofificcra, 
and  in  favour  of  the  covemraent,  that  what« 
,  ever  defence  or  infurnialion  they  (the  oflS- 
'rers>  produce  here,  wliich   they   did   not 
produce  in  India,  can  onlv  be  of  the  natnre 
of  ex  parte  evidence."     U^e  readily  concur 
in  the  principle  the  letter  lays  down,  that 
**  to  tr>'  a  cauhc  between  parties  fairly,  the 
one  party  should  hear  what  the  otlier  ad- 
vances ;"  and   I    confidently,  but  respect- 
fully, invite  tJie  late  chairman  to  state  in 
what  instances,  or  in  what  single  instance, 
while  lie  continued  to  fill  the  chair  (the  case 
of  lieotenaut-coRmel   Martin  excepted)  the 
suspemlcd  officers  were  allowed  tlie  benefit 
of  this  nilc  :  I  desire  to  bring  to  his  recol- 
lection, til  at  upwards  of  a  year  ago,  even 
^  piivate  letters  from  Sir  George  Barlow  to 
'lord   Mioto,  (transmitted   by  his  lordship 
to  the  secret  commiUe«0  <  ontaining  accusa- 
tions expressed  in  t<*rms  of  extreme  seve- 
rity a{;aiDst  two  of  the  suspended  officers, 
were  brou^U forward  by  him  (the  late  chair- 
man) and  read  in  coutt ;  and  it  was  in  vain 
submitted  to  hira  on  that,  and  other  occa- 
sions, tliat  the  officrvs  accused  should  be 
'inadc  acquainted  with  ever>  thing  that  had 
*  been  alleged  against  them,  but  that  it  has 
only   been   wiihin  these  few  weeks,   that 
tbuse  officers,  or  one  tff  them,  have  been 
,made  acquainted  with  the  charges  and  alte- 
gations  contained  in  those  private  letters. 

"  In  the  next  paragraph,  which  cfoses 
the  defence  of  the  resolution  of  the  5th  De- 
^cember,  is  advancc<l  in  qualified  terms,  a 
*'^octiiue  whicii  I  had  heard  ascribed  to  the 
late  chairman,  but  did  not  imagine  he  woidd 
think  it  expedient  publicly  to  avow  in  a 
a  written  document ;  namely,  the  doctrine, 
that  llie  company's  officers  bear  the  ^ame 
relation  to  th<i  comj-any,  that  in  private  life 
a  MTvant  beai-s  to  hi<t  master,  and  may  be 
dismissed,  or,  as  the  letter  more  delicately 
expresses  it,  "  his  services  be  dispensed 
with,**  without  assigning  any  cause;  and 
however  tender  he  (the  master)  may  chuse 
to  be  of  exercising  this  right,  occasions  may 
occur  on  which  it  may  plamly  be  his  duty  to 

{)rocced  to  that  exercise."  And  then  the 
etter  of  courscassmurs  that  the  case  of  the 
suspended  officers  atlorded  one  of  those  oc- 
casions ;  and  tliat  the  resolution  of  th<*  5th 
December,  1809,  was  just  and  proper  as 
beiug  necessary  for  t'ue  purpose  of  giving  a 
derided  support  to  the  civil  government. 
If  the  late  chairman  had  advanced  this  doc- 
trine only  in  his  private  capacity,  or  merely 
as  his  private  opinion,  I  siiould  not  pre.snme 
to  gainsay  or  question  it ;  but  considering 
hira  as  advancing;  and  acting  upon  it,  in  the 
capacity  of  the  citairmau  and  organ  of  the 
court,  I  solemnly  disclaim,  and  protest 
against  the  doctrine:  as  an  individual raem- 
ber  of  the  court,  I  desire  not  only  to  dis- 
claim any  share  in  such  a  power  as  it  claims 
for  tiie  court,  but  to  declare,  that  in  my  opi- 
nion the  men  who  mi<^hi  be  found  to  serve 
the  company  on  such  a  footing  ai  (he  doc- 


trine would  assign  to  them,  wouM  be  rtrr 
different  from  tliose  who  have  added  Indb 
to  the  British  empire.  Possibly,  when  the 
late  chairman  advanced  the  doctrine  hi 
question,  he  may  have  forgotten  that  eadi 
of  the  company's  officers  in  India  holds 
also  a  commission  from  his  majesty  ;  the  re- 
collection of  which  may  incline  him  to 
think  them  entitled  to  somewhat  more  of 
his  respect 

«  The  letter  proceeds  to  state,  that 
**  some  of  those  who  have  espoused  the  came 
of  the  officers,  seem  to  have  censnred  the 
court  for  having  so  long  delayed  to  earry 
their  recorded  intention  of  dismission  into 
effect ;  but  surely  those  who  complain  of 
the  suspension  of  the  officers  as  severe,  caa- 
not  with  consistency  Aink  it  matter  of  ac- 
nisation  that  those  officers  have  not  been 
dismissed." 

"  Here  the  late  chairman  seenas  to  bate 
forgottan  the  pains  which  he  employed 
through  many  laborions  paces  to  conrey 
the  idea  that  the  resolution  of  the  5th  De- 
cember expressed  only  an  opbion.  A»  to 
the  having  espoused  the  cause  of  the  offi- 
cers, whatever  is  meant  to  be  conveyed  in 
the  expression,  the  members  of  the  conrt 
who  delivered  the  dissents,  I  am  sure  are 
conscious  that,  in  the  part  they  have  taken, 
and  in  the  principles  tliey  have  maintained^ 
the  cause  they  espoused  has  been  that  of 
the  honour  and  character  of  the  conrt  of  di- 
rectors, and  the  welfare  of  the  company. 

"  It  would  be  hardly  necessary  to  notice 
the  late  chairman's  pleasantry  in  impnting 
to  us  the  having  made  it  "  matter  of  acco- 
sation,  that  the  officers  had  not  been  actv- 
ally  dismissed  ;**  but  that  it  aflfords  an  op- 
portunity of  stating  that  the  suspended  offi- 
cers being  all  arrived,  and  ready  to  enter  on 
their  defence,  we  wished  their  cases  to  be 
taken  np,  and  tlie  late  chairman  to  call  on 
the  conit  to  proceed  to  the  act  to  which  the 
resolution  or  the  6th  December  had  pledged 
them,  for  the  very  reason  that  it  was  always 
coi^ctured  had  made  the  late  chairman 
averse  to  the  experiment,  and  inclined  to 
delay  the  discussion  ;  namely,  tiiat  the  comt 
having  had  further  time  to  reflect,  and  hav- 
ing now  the  means  of  hearing  the  officers  in 
their  defence,  a  majority  might  be  disin- 
clined to  fulfil  the  pledge,  or  go  to  the  ex- 
treme length  of  severity  to  which  the  late 
chairman  wbhed  to  lead  them. 

**  On  the  very  difl^erent  reasons  which,  in 
several  succeeding  pi^?e*^y  the  letter  states 
to  have  *^  superseded,  during  the  remainder 
of  the  direction  of  1809,  the  execnHon  of 
what  the  letter  now  again  calls  the  courts 
intentidn  expressed  on  the  5th  December,  I 
forbear  to  comment ;  but  hasten  to  defend 
myself  and  my  two  absent  ex-colleagnes 
already  mentioned,  firom  tlie  charge  endea- 
voured to  be  established  against  us  of  incon- 
sistency, in  havii^  opposed  the  resohition 
of  the  'bih  December,  and  urged  delay  in 
order  that  the  officers  might  be  heard  is 
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their  defeoce,  and  on  the  4th  of  April  pro- 
posed or  supported  a  resolution  tor  their 
being  restored  to  the  service  without  a  trial 
or  investigation.  After  the  ample  expla- 
nation of  our  motives  given  on  the  4th  of 
April,  in  the  protest  of  four  directors,  and 
particularly  in  the  6th  paragraph  of  that 
protest,  I  venture  to  think  that  a  very  plain 
and  onsophistical  statement  will  suffice  to 
shew  both  the  consistency  and  rectitude  of 
the  procedure  thus  questioned,  and  to  ena- 
ble every  discerning  and  impartial  miud  to 
determine  on  which  side  the  charge  of  in- 
consistency must  rest.  On  the  5th  Decem- 
ber passed  the  memorable  resolution,  and 
withm  a  few  weeks  after  arrived  the  alarm- 
ing  advices  from  Ceylon,  and  at  length  from 
Madras,  intelligence  of  the  actual  revolt  of 
the  officers  of  the  Madras  army  ;  that  guilty 
extremity  wliich  the  summary  suspensions 
and  removals  of  the  ist  of  May  had  so  ma- 
tetially  contributed  to  produce :  with  the 
intelligeuce  of  tlie  ac^Jal  revolt  arrived  also 
that  of  its  suppression,  and  the  proclamation 
by  the  governor-general  of  a  general  amnes- 
ty (with  certain  exceptions)  to  all  the  offi- 
cers who  had  been  concerned  in  it :  an  amnes- 
ty not  **  inthe  narrow  spirit  of  mere  pardon, 
but  a  total  and  sincere  obtivion."  We  hoped 
that  the  conduct  of  the  court  would  have 
been  in  the  spirit  of  tliat  great^  and  as  far 
as  related  to  the  amnesty  (without  tlie  ex- 
ceptions) in  our  opinion,  wise  aud  judicious 
measure.  We  had  httle  apprehension  tliat 
the  receipt  of  tlie  intelligence  of  it  would  be 
followed  by  orders,  and  paragraphs  full  of 
tauntings  and  upbraidings  of  the  most  exas- 
perating description ;  all  calculated  to  keep 
or  tear  open  every  wound,  to  perpetrate 
irritation  and  estrangement,  and  render  ob- 
livion impossible.  We  fancied  that  even 
those,  if  tiiere  could  be  any  who  wished  that 
blood  had  flowed  on  the  scaffold,  would  now 
see  the  wisdom  of  following  up  and  render- 
ing effectual  the  line  of  conduct  which  the 
governor-general  had  decided  upon ;  and  we 
felt  that  nothing  could  tend  more  directly 
and  completely  to  promote  that  object,  than 
the  restoring  to  the  service  those  officers 
whose  summary  suspension  had  been  a  lead- 
ing cause  of  all  the  mischief:  above  all,  we 
knew  that  even  admitting  all  contained  in 
the  ex  parte  statements  against  the  suspend- 
ed officers  to  have  been  unexaggerated,  and 
that  no  defence  or  justification  could  be  of- 
fered; under  even  these  admissions,  we 
knew. that  the  utmost  extent  of  their  offen- 
ces was  innocence  itself,  compared  with 
those  winch  had  been  forgiven ;  and  that, 
in  fact  and  truth,  they  had  already  suffered 
very  severely  for  whatever  errors  they  had 
committed.  We  knew  also,  and  were  sorry 
to  know,  that  from  the  period  of  our  receiv- 
ing lieutenant-colonel  Martin's  answer  and 
defence,  which  he  bad  been  enabled  to  give 
by  having  been  furnished  with  copies  otthc 
charges  and  allegations  against  bim,  the 
chainuaa  had  resisted  (be  application  of  the 


other  suspended  officers,  as  they  successive- 
ly arrived ;  for  the  same  means  of  making 
their  defence  and  the  endeavours  of  mem- 
bers of  the  court  to  obtain  for  them  that  jus- 
tice, bad  been  made  in  vain.  We  knew  al 
so  that  recently,  namely  the  34th  of  March, 
the  chairman,  although  he  had  four  months 
before  thought  himself  so  fully  possessed  of 
the  cases  of  the,  suspended  officers  as  to  jus- 
tify his  ursnng  their  dismission,  had,  on  be- 
ing questioned  on  the  subject  in  a  general 
court  of  proprietors,  assigned  as  a  ground 
for  the  Continued  delay  in  deciding  on  their 
cases,  "  that  the  court  of  directors  were  in 
expectation  of  further  information  respect- 
ing them."  It  was  therefore  manifest,  that 
the  chairman  intended  to  prolong  the  anxie- 
ty and  sufferings  of  the  suspended  officers 
for  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  considerations,  the  direction 
of  1809-10  was  about  to  close ;  and  six 
members  of  the  court,  who  had  been  pre- 
sent at  all  the  discussions  on  the  cases  of 
the  snspended  officers,  and  a  mjyority  of 
whom  had  wiUi  us  ^hewn  themselves  adverse 
to  the  rigorous  sentiments  of  the  chairman, 
were  about  to  retire  by  rotation." 

"  Such  is  the  plain  statement  of  the  mo- 
tives and  grounds  on  which  a  proposition 
was  on  the  4th  of  April  last  offered  to  the 
court,  b^one  of  those  of  our  ex-colleagues 
to  whom  I  have  alluded,  and  seconded  by 
another,  for  the  restoration  of  tlie  suspend- 
ed officers.  I  might  have  limited  myself  to 
the  stating  merely,  that  on  the  5th  of  De- 
cember we  urged  delay,  and  that  for  the 
sake  of  the  court,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of 
the  suspended  officers  j  because  they  were 
then  absent  and  unheard,  and  we  saw  the 
disposition  of  the  chairman  to  dismiss  them 
witliout  waiting  to  hear  what  they  coiUd 
offer  in  their  defence ;  and  we  deprecated  de- 
lay when  they  were  all  on  tlie  spot,  and  had 
supplicated  to  be  heard,  and  committed  their 
cause  to  the  impartial  jdstice  of  the  court ; 
and  when,  subsequently,  we  heard  an  avow- 
ed intention  to  del^y  the  subject  of  the  sus- 
pended officei-s  indefinitely,  and  such  a  rea- 
son assigned  for  it  as  that  of  the  court's  ex- 
pecting further  information,  of  which  expec- 
tation we,  as  members  of  the  court,  had  till 
then  been,  perfectly  ignorant,  (and  I  am  9t 
this  moment  ignorant  upon  what  authoritjr 
it  was  built)  we  readily  determined  to  make 
an  effort  to  bring  the  whole  matter  to  a 
decision,  by  a  motion  in  court  for  the  remo- 
val of  the  suspensions.  I  tnist,  that  from 
this  explanation  it  will- be  evident,  that  in 
having  urged  delay  in  December,  and  depre- 
cated it  in  April,  and  at  length  when  we  saw 
that  further  and  indefinite  delay  was  the 
chairman's  object,  adopted  a  proceeding' 
calculated  to  put  an  end  to  it,  ther?  was 
every  tiling  of  an  opposite  character  to  in- 
consistency. 

The  late  chairman  has  alluded,  with  seve- 
rity, to  our  ascribmg  to  b  m  personally  in 
the  dissent  of  the  11th  April,  what  had  hii» 
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come  tb«  pets  of  the  coart;  and  certtinly. 
in  point  of  legal  tiTbnical  fiinn,  it  would 
have  been  more  correct,  if,  in  the  hittancet 
to  which  h¥  allade»,  instead  of  raying  <*  the 
late  chairman,**  the  dy^scnt  had  said,  the 
court,  at  tlie  instance  of  the  late  chairman. 
His  icreai  talent*  and  exteiisivt^  local  know- 
ledge and  experience  must,  under  any  cir- 
cam^taocea,  while  be /tiled  the  elevation  of 
chairman,  jEive  him  a  decided  and  predomi- 
nant influence  ^  but  the  alarm  and  anxiety 
vhich  tiie  first  intelligence  of  the  agitations 
at  Madras  naturally  produced,  made  the 
court  look  tn  him  with  more  than  ordinary 
confidence ;  and  I  believe  he  will  not  deny 
that  all  tlte  measures  which  the  court  adopt- 
ed at  that  time  were,  moral^  speaking,  his 
BMiaiures. 

I1ie  inaccuracy  which  the  le^er  points 
Ont  in  the  expression  applied  in  the  pro- 
test of  the  11th  of  June,  to  tlie  eiuimi- 
nations  tliat  Sir  George  Barlow  held  before 
him  respecting  tlie  supended  officers,  name- 
ly, that  his  exclusive  object  was  not  the 
discovery  of  innocence,  I  fully  acknow. 
ledge  i  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  directors 
who  signed  tliat  dissent,  would  certainly 
have  been  better  expressed  by  stating,  that 
the  exclusive  object  of  tUe  examination 
alluded  to,  seemed  to  them  to  Ujive  been 
the  discovery  of  guilt ;  and  aliliough  the 
observation,  that  "  the  proper  object  of 
the  enquiries  of  all  Judges  is  the  discovery 
of  truth,**  is  not  absolutely  novel,  I  am 
not  the  less  inclined  to  acknowledge  its 
.perfect  correctness. 

In  respect  to  the  observation,  that  '^  the 
dissent  (of  the*  lith  of  April)  insinuates 
the  measure  of  representing  the  conduct 
of  general  Mac  Dowall  to  his  Majesty, 
toteive  been  "precipitate;"  I  can  under- 
take to  declare  that  m  the  passai^e  of  the 
dissent  alluded  to,  the  authors  of  it  intend- 
ed nothing  like  insinuation,  and  that,  how- 
ever defective  the  language  may  have  been, 
their  meaning  was  plainly  to  avow  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  a  less  exceptionable 
course  for  the  court  to  pursue,  would 
have  been,  to  wait  until  the  unfortunate 
aeneral  should  be  on  the  spot  to  answer 
S>r  himself,  and  then  to  have  furnished 
him  with  copies  of  all  charges  and  allega- 
tions advanced  by  Sir  George  Barlow 
against  him,  and  of  the  complaint  which 
we  inteuded  to  institute  upon  them  to  the 
hing.  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  fll 
those  documents  would  have  been  open 
to  him  without  ^our  interference,  bnt  we 
•hould  have  wished  him  to  expeiience 
that  liberal  procedure  from  the  court  of 
directprs. 

With  respect  to  the  remark,  that  the  am- 
nesty of  lord  Minto  does  not  appear 
.to  have  had  the  effect  of  conciliating 
the  array,  I  am  sensible  of  the  fact,  and 
ahould  the  cause  be  at  any  time  a  sub- 
ject of  enquiry,  shall  not  shrink  from  the 
datyof  ftatingmy  uDpreuiOBi  coiicenuogit. 


Tlie  letter  observes,  that  ^  there  it  ano- 
ther important  point  which  has  not  beea 
touched  upon  in  the  dissent,  namely,  how 
the  credit  and  authority  of  the  avil  go* 
vemment,  is  to  he  preserved  against  nulk 
tary  encroachments  ^  I  answer,  by  the 
same  means  which,  accordmg  to  my  firm 
conviction,  will  alwa^-s  prevent  any  dispo- 
sition to  encroach  or  render  it  inmnxioos  if 
entertained.  By  a  system  of  rule  that  shall 
be  founded  on  the  pure  priuciples  of  the 
British  constitution,  have  regard  to  British 
feelings,  and  evince  a  knowledge  of  the 
British  cliaracter;  that  shall  nnite  bene- 
ficence witii  firmness,  and  conciliation  with 
dignity ;  by  selecting  for  governors,  men 
who  possess  the  qualities  that  gam  the 
hearts,  vrithout  losing  the  respect  of  the 
governed  ;  that  enable  them  to  vindicate 
tiieir  own  rights  vrithout  forgetting  what  b 
due  to  others,  and  place  them  above  the 
dangerous  weakness  of  iniaginink  thaf  a 
distant  and  extensive  goveinnient  can  be 
happily  or  safely  administered,  and  willing 
obedience  permanentiy  securc-d,  by  the 
mere  arm  of  legal  power,  or  the  technical 
force  of  recognized  authority :  in  a  word, 
by  that  system  of  rule,  and  by  those  qna* 
lities  in  the  ruler,  which  made  Comwallis 
in  India  the  object  of  universal  reverence 
and  estcrm,  alike  with  soldier  and  civilian, 
native  and  European,  prince  and  |>easant ; 
which  enabled  him  to  efiectuate  every  be* 
neficial  purpose,  wh^ffier  of  policy  or  fi- 
nance, of  salutary  reform  or  military  achie^"« 
nient,  witiiout  estranging  any  mind,  or  ex- 
citing a  single  murmur  throughout  the  vast 
continent  over  which  he  preiuded.  In  this 
one  and  only  gratifying  pait  of  mv  pre- 
sent task,  lean  anticipate  the  appiobation, 
even  of  the  late  chainnan,  who  (no  sobse-^ 
qncnt occurrences  can  make  mc  forget)  ob* 
tained  for  Uie  company  a  renewal  of  the 
services  of  that  illustnotis  character  ;  a  be* 
nefit  which,  though  of  short  dui*ation,  was 
of  inestimable  value. 

I  have  now  most  sincerely  to  apologize 
to  the  court  for  this  long  trespass  on  thehr 
time.  I  trust,  however,  they  will  cleariy 
perceive  that  the  Ic-tter  in  question  left  me 
no  option  but  to  reply  to  it,  or  to  acknow* 
ledge,  by  my  silence,  the  correctness  of 
its^various  statements,  and  the  observa* 
tions  and  strictures  which  it  apphes  to  the 
conduct  of  the  four  directors  who  signed 
the  dissent  of  the  lltii  of  April  last,  and 
to  the  part  which  they  felt  it  their  duty 
to  take,  on  a  subject  which,  in  whatever 
light  it  can  be  viewed,  whether  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  interests  of  the  company, 
or  to  the  credit  of  the  court  of  directors, 
tliey  considered  to  be  of  the  most  vital 
importance. 

•MThe  late  chairman  may  possibly  again 
question  the  propriety  of  attribotisg  to 
nim,  personally,  so  prominent  a  share  in 
the  proceedings  and  measures  herein  aund- 
cd  to;  I  wish,  therefore,  distinctly  to  state 
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tfmt.  as  the  organ  of  the  conrt,  I  think  his 
pnbiic  conduct  fairly  open  to  the  candid  ex- 
amination and  discussion  of  all  its  mem- 
beii<,  and  that  my  observations  are  app1ie«l 
only  to  fads  and  proceedings  wkieh  I 
myself  witnessed.  I  am  far  from  arraign- 
ing bis  intentions  in  any  of  those  proceed- 
ings ;  but  I  most  always  think  that  he  has 
setn  the  conduct  of  the  Madras  govern- 
ment with  a  partial  bias  towards  it,  which 
has  controlled  his  judgment  and  opinions  in 
every  case  in  which  that  govermwent  is  a 
party,  and  against  every  person  whom  it  has 
accused :  and  although  that  bias  is,  I  doubt 
not,  imperceptible  to  himself,  it  threatens 
not  the  less  to  prove  deeply  injurious  to  the 
public  interests. 

Regretting,  as  I  do  most  sensibly,  the 
necessity  which  has  compelled  me  to  this 
trespass  on  the  time  of  the  court,  and  de- 
terraiued,  as  far  as  may  depend  on  myself, 
to  avoid  a  repetition  of  it,  I  will  avail  my- 
ielf  of  this  occasion  to  allude  very  briefly 
to  a  paper  of  •^08  pages,  delivt  i  rd  into  the 
conrt  by  the  late  chairman  in  October  last 
(and  when  I  was  unavoidably  absent,)  and 
to  which  are  also  the  signatures  of  the  late 
deputy  cliairman  an^l  six  otiier  directors, 
and  of  two  ex.  directors.  By  a  resi(*ence  of 
twenty-three  years  on  the  coast  of  Coro- 
mandel,  and  tJie  having  been  employed  for 
the  most  part,  during  that  period,  on  sta- 
tions that  gave  roe  9.  near  view  nf  ttie  gene- 
ral conduct  of  the  company's  oificers,and  an 
acquaintance  witli  many  of  thorn  of  every 
rank,  I  am  enabled  to  declare,  that  I  con- 
sider them  as  a  body  of  men  wholly  unde- 
aervmg  of  tlie  opprobrium  and  severe  re- 
flections bestowed  upon  them  in  that  paper. 
Instead  of  the  spirit  there  imputed  to  them 
of  insubordination,  systematic  combina- 
tion, and  a  tiicit  persuasion  that  they  had 
"  the  power  not  only  of  overawing,  but  of 
overturning  the  government,"  their  uniform 
object  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  acquirement 
of  honour  and  distinction,  by  a  zealous 
discharge  of  their  duty,  both  in  war  and 
peace  :  in  the  field,  not  less  by  snbmit- 
ting  to  almost  unexampled  privations,  than 
by  deeds  of  consummate  bravery :  and  in 
garrison  and  cantonment,  by  that  strict 
and  uniform  attention  to  the  welfare  and 
discipline  of  their  corps,  which  made  the 
Madras  army  victori»us  through  a  long 
series  of  campaigns,  from  the  days  of  Law- 
rence and  ('live,  to  the  campaigns  of  Mar- 
quis ComwalHs,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley, 
and  general  Harris.  Nor  did  I  at  any  time 
perceive,  in  the  Madras  officers,  a*  more 
than  fair  and  rational  desire  of  rank  and 
emohiment ;  of  wliich,  indeed,  the  first 
is  naturally,  and,  for  the  pnbiic,  fortunate- 
*  ly,  the  ruling  object  with  every  soldier  ; 
and  I  am  not  aware  tliat  the  second  is  more 
sought  for  by  military  men  tliaii  it  is  by 
every  01  her  order  in  the  state.  I  roust  also 
question  the  fairness  of  bringing  forward 
individiial  iostaacea  of  intemperate  eon* 


dnct  or  iinreasonabte  expectations  ma- 
nifested by  five  or  six  officers  out  of  16  or 
1700 ;  and  which,  even  supposing  no  ground 
to  have  existed  for  their  complaints,  would 
form  no  jnst  criterion  upon  which  to  fiv  the 
chara<-ter  •jf  an  army,  when  the  writer  of 
the  paper  m  question  stated,  *'  it  has  lonr 
been  our  conviction,  that  the  spirit  and 
principles  b^  which  tlie  sedition/T>f  the 
officers  was  incited  and  impelled,  bad  their 
origin  at  an  early  period.*'  It  bad  been  ^ 
well  to  have  specified  the  lcn»tli  or " 
period  of-  thne  to  which  he  meant  to  refer, 
as  the  expression,  initspiesent  form,  can- 
not fad  to  give  pain  to  many  officers,  wha 
thoAght  tiiey  had  returned  to  this  cbmitrr 
with  unsullied  fame,  and  felt  it  no  reproach 
to  have  belonged  to  the  Madras  ai|ny. 
What  I  have  here  stated  was  no  more  than 
barely  due  to  the  sentiments  I  have  always 
entertamed  of  the  Madras  officers,  and  I 
lament  only  that  they  have  not  an  advocata 
more  competent  to  the  task  of  doing  jus- 
tice to  their  merits  and  eminent  ser- 
vices. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Gentlemen, 
Your  fiiithful  humble  servant, 
(Signed)         J.  Huddleston. 
India  House,  / 

26th  March,  1811. 

At  a  Conrt  of  Directors,  held  on  Friday, 
the  5th   April,  1811. 

Tlie  chairman  acquainting  the  court  that 
it  had  been  specially  summoned  to  take 
into  turtlier  coiisidei-ation  the  eases  of  the 
suspeuded  Madras  otficers ;  and 

The  court's  resolutions  of  the  e6tli 
nltimo,  I'elating  to  the  said  officers,  bein|; 
read. 

It  was  moved, 

Tliat  the  court,  having  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  severitl  cases  of  the 
officers  of  the  Madras  establishment,  now 
at  home  under  suspension,  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  ofienct»8  of  wliich  major  De 
Morgan  has  been  adjudged  to  be  guilty  by 
the  courtTs  resolutions  of  the  26tli  of  last 
month,  would  have  justified  bis  removal 
from  the  company's  service,  and  would 
have  compelled  the  court  to  adopt  this  de- 
termination, if  lii:«  rase  had  stood  discon- 
nected from  other  circumstances.  Sub- 
sequent eventH,  however,  which  the  court 
have  maturely  ctusidercd,  dispose  them 
to  allow  of  a  more  ftvou^ahle  result; 
namely,  first  the  influence  of  very  jreneral 
evil  example  at  Madras  oarly  in  1809,  and 
t]ie  contagion  arisiui;  tVom  this  source; 
and  secondly,  the  extent  of  the  amnesty 
granted  by'  tlie  governor-general  (wiA 
some  exceptions'bniy)  to  the  whole  of  the 
Madras  army,  as  published  on  the  <5th 
September,  I8<>9,  wliich,  thoiigh  it  could 
not  extend  to  the  interruption  of  the 
jitdgmentof  tUis  court  <m  the  condnct  of 
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the  officers  taspended  on  tbe  l6t  May, 
1809,  and  referred  home  for  decUioo,  maty 
have  bceo  considered  by  some  persons  to 
have  embraced  them  in  tbe  spirit  of  tbe 
measure  ;  and  tinally,  the  possibility  that 
the  intended  memorial  to  lord  Minto  might 
have  been  abandoned  by  tiie  officers,  from 
their  conviction  of  its  criminal  nature  and 
tendency,  but  of  which  tiie  court  regret 
that  no  proof  whatever  exists. 

It  b  toerefore 

Resolved,  ^*  that  the  suspension  imposed 
on  jn^or  De  Morgan  be  removed,  but 
that  he  shall  only  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  India  whenever  this  court  sliall 
have  declared  their  opinion,  that  the  com- 
plete restoration  of  order  and  military 
subordination  at  Madras  shall  have  render- 
ed such  a  measure  justifiable,  and  consist- 
ent with  that  support  whidi  it  is  the  para- 
mount duty  and  determination  of  this  court 
at  all  times  to  give.to  the  civil  authorities. 

It  was  then  moved,  to  amend  the  said 
.question,  by  leaving  out  all  the  words  af^er 
the  word  "  that,"  in  order  to  introduce 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  words ;  viz. 

'^  Major  De  Morgan  be  reprimanded, 
by  the  authority  of  the  court,  in  the  follow- 
ing terms : 

The  court  of  directors  have  maturely 
considered  the  whole  of  the  circnmstances 
which  have  produced  your  suspension  from 
the  honourable  company's  service,  and 
have  determined  certain  parts  of  your 
conduct  to  be  highly  reprehensible  ; "  but 
the  court  having  resolved  to  act  in  the 
spirit  of  the  general  amnesty  which  was 
published  at  Fort  St.  George  on  the  2dth 
September,  1809,  which  proposes  on  the 
part  of  the  government "  a  total  and  sin- 
cere oblivion  of  the  past,  and  a  full  resto- 
ration of  confidence  and  esteem,"  has 
r^olved  to  refrain  all  details  which  might 
jrender  necessary  the  language  of  animad- 
version and  reproach ;  and  to  limit  (he 
€xpres9ioi^of  its  dispprobation  to  a  formal 
reprimand,  conformed  to  tlie  true  spirit 
oi  amnesty ;  and  you  ar^  hereby  repri- 
manded accordingly. 

<*  In  announcing  to  you  the  further  de- 
termination of  the  court,  for  the  removal 
of  your  suspension,  and  tlie  permisMon  to 
return  to  India  at  sueh  time  as  the  court 
may  hereafter  direct*  they  cannot  per- 
mit themselves  to  doubt  that  the  spirit  of 
leniency  and  conciliation  in  which  this 
decision  is  announced,  will  ensure  from 
you  a  corresponding  spirit  of  gratitude 
and  respect,  and  a  zejdous,  sincere,  and 
onourable  devotion  to  the  intersts  of  the 
East  India  company." 

It  was  tlien  moved, 

*'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left 
•ut,  stand  part  of  the  qu  *•  tion  *,"— 
And  the  same  beim;  put  oy  the  ballot,— 
It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
Whereupon  it  was 
Resolved  by  the  ballot,  that  the  court. 


baving  resumed  the  eonsidefatioD  of  Urn 
severU  cases  of  the  officers  of  the  Madras 
establishment,  now  at  home  luider  suspen- 
sion, are  of  opinion  tliat  the  offences  of 
whicli  major  De  Morgan  has  been  adjndg- 
ed  to  be  guilty,  by  the  court's  resolutioiis  of 
the  S6th  of  last  month,  would  have  justi6ed 
bis  removal  from  the  company's  service, 
and  would  have  compelled  the  court  to 
adopt  this  determination,  if  bis  case  had 
stood  disconnected  with  other  circnm- 
stances ;  subsequent  events,  however, 
which  the  court  liave  maturely  considered, 
disposed  them  to  allow  of  a  more  favoor- 
able  result ;  namely,  first,  llie  infiuence 
of  a  very  general  evil  example  at  Madras 
early  in  1309,  and  the  contagion  arising 
from  tliis  source;  and  secondly,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  amnesty  granted  by  the  gover- 
nor-general (with  some  exceptions  only) 
to  the  whole  of  the  Madras  army,  as  pub- 
lished on  the  ii5th  September,  1809 ;  which, 
though  it  could  not  extend  to  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  Judgment  of  tliis  court  on 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  suspended  on 
the  1st  May,  1899.  and  referred  home  for 
decision,  may  have  oeen  considered  by  some 
persons  to  have  embraced  tliem  in  th^  spirit 
of  the  measure  ;  and  finally,  the  possibdity 
that  the  intended  memorial  to  lord  Minto 
might  have  been  abandoned  by  the  officers, 
from  tlieir  conviction  of  its  criminal  nature 
and  tendency,  but  of  which  the  court 
regret  that  no  proof  whatever  exists :  and 
therefore. 

That  the  suspension  imposed  on  major 
De  Morgan  be  removed,  but  that  he  shall 
only  be  permitted  to  return  to  India  when- 
ever this  com!  shall  have  declared  their 
opinion,  that  tlie  complete  restoration  of 
order  and  military  subordination  at  Ma- 
dras shall  have  rendered  such  a  measure 
justifiable,  and .  consistent  with  that  sup- 
port which  is  Uie  paramount  duty  and  de* 
termination  of  this  court  at  all  times  to 
give  to  the  civil  authorities. 
Another  motion  was  made ;  viz.«- 
"  The  court  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
offences  of  which  captam  Marshall  has 
been  adjudged  to  be  guilt>',  by  the  court's 
resolutions  of  the  26th  of  last  month, 
would  have  justified  his  removal  from 
the  company  s  service  and  would  have 
compelled  tlie  court  to  adopt  this  deter- 
mination, if  his  case  had  stood  discon- 
nected from  other  circumstances  ;  subse- 
quent events,  however,  which  the  court 
liave  maturely  considered,  dispose  them 
to  allow  of  a  more  favourable  result; 
namely,  first,  the  influence  of  very  general 
evil  example  at  Madras  carl^rin  1809,  and 
the  contagion  arising  from  this  source ;  and 
secondly,  the  extent  of  the  amnesty  grant- 
ed by  the  governor  general  (with  some  ex- 
ceptions only)  to  the  whole  of  the  Madras 
army,  as  published  on  the  25th  Septem- 
ber, 1809;  which,  tliough  it  could  not 
extend  to  the  interruption  of  the  judgment 
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of  thift  comt  on  the  coodnct  of  the  officers 
sospended  on  the  1st  May,  1809,  and  re- 
ferred home  for  decision,  may  have  beei^ 
considered  b^  some  (persons  to  have  em- 
braced them  m  the  spirit  of  the  measure ; 
ami  finaHy  the  posflibtlity  that  the  intend- 
ed memonal  to  lord  Mmto  rai^Ut  have 
been  abandoned  by  the  officers,  from  their 
conviction  of  its  criminal  nature  and 
tendency,  but  t>f  which  the  court  regret 
that  no  proof  whatever  exists. 

•*  It  is  therefore 

**  Resolved,  that  the  suspension  impos- 
ed on  captain  Marshall  be  removed,  but 
that  he  shall  only  be  permitted  to  return 
to  India  whenever  this  court  shall  have 
declared  their  opinion,  that  the  complete 
restoration  of  order  and  military  subordi- 
nation at  Madras  shall  have  rendered 
such  a  measure  justifiable,  and  consistent 
with  that  support  which  it  is  Uie  para- 
mount duty  and  determination  of  this 
conrt  at  all  times  to  give  to  the  civil  au- 
thorities. 

Upon  which, 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  said  motion, 
by  omitting  all  the  tvords  alter  the  word, 
**  that,*  in  order  to  introduce  the  words, 

*'  Captain  Marshall  be  reprimanded  by 
the  authority  of  the  court,  in  the  follow- 
ing terms : — 

**  The  court  of  directors  have  maturely 
considered  the  whole  of  the  circumstances 
which  have  produced  your  suspension  from 
the  honourable  company's  service,  and 
have  determined  certain  parts  of  your 
conduct  to  be  highly  reprehensible  ;  but 
the  court  having  resolved  to  act  in  the 
spirit  of  the  general  amnesty  which  was 
publislied  at  Fort  St.  George  on  the  ^5th 
September,  1809,  which  proposes  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  "  a  total  and  sin- 
cere oblivion  of  the  past,  and  a  full  resto- 
ration of  confidence  and  esteem,**  has  re- 
solved to  refrain  from  all  details  which 
might  render  necessary  the  language  of 
animadversion  and  reproach  ;  and  to  lunit 
the  expression  of  its  disapprobation  to  a 
formal  reprimand,  conformed  to  the  true 
spirit  of  amnesty;  and  you  are  hereby 
reprimanded  accordingly. 

"  In  announcing  to  you  the  fiirther  de- 
termination of  tlie  cburt,  for  the  removal 
of  your  suspension,  and  the  permission 
to  return  to  India  at  such  time  as  the  court 
may  hereafter  direct,  tliey  cannot  permit 
themselves  to  doubt,  that  the  spirit  of  le- 
niency and  conciliation  in  which  this  deci- 
sion 18  annoimced,  will  ensure  from  you 
a  corresponding  spirit  of  gratitude  and 
respect,  and  a  zealous,  sincere,  and  ho- 
nourable devotion  to  the  interests  of  the 
East  India  company.** ' 

And  the  question  thereon  being  pnt,-^ 

'*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left 
out,  stand  part  of  the  said  motion  :**— 

The  same  passed  in  the  affirmative.. 

Whereupon  it  was 


Resolved  by  the  ballot,  that  the  conrt 
are  of  opinion  that  the  oflfenees  of  which 
captain  Marshall  has  been  adjudged  to 
be  gnilty,  by  the  court's  resolutions  of  the 
t6th  of  last  month,  wonld  have  justified 
his  removal  from  the  company's  service, 
and  would  have  compelled  the  court  to 
adopt  this  determination,  if  his  case  had 
stood  disconnected  from  other  circumstan- 
ces ;  subsequent  events,  however,  which 
tlie  court  have  maturely  considered,  dis- 
posed fhkm  to  allow  of  a  more  favourable 
result;  namely,  first,  the  influence  of 
very  general  evil  example  at  Madras^ 
early  in  1809,  and  tlie  contagion  arising 
from  this  source ;  and  secondly,  tlie  extent 
of  the  amnesty  gnmted  by  die  governor- 
general  (with  some  exceptions  only)  to 
tlie  whole  of  the  Madras  army,  as  pub. 
lished  ou  the  25th  September,  1809 ;  which, 
though  it  could  not  extend  to  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  judgment  of  this  court  on 
tlie  condoct  of  the  officers  suspended  on 
the  Ist  May,  1809,  and  referred  home  for 
decision,  may  have  been  considered  by 
some  persons  to  have  embraced  them  in 
the  spirit  of  the  measure ;  and  finally,  the 

{>ossibility  that  the  intended  memorial  to 
ord  Minto  might  have  been  abandoned 
by  the  officers,  from  their  conviction  of 
its  criminal  nature  and  tendency,  but  of 
which  the  court  regret  that  no  proof 
whatever  exists;  and  therefore,  that  the 
suspension  imposed  upon  captain  Mar- 
shall be  removed,  but  that  he  shall  only 
be  permitted  to  return  to  India  when- 
ever this  court  shall  have  declared  their 
opinion,  that  the  complete  restoration  df 
order  and  military  subordination  at  Ma- 
dras shall  have  rendered  such  a  mea- 
sure justifiable,  and  consistent  with  that 
support  which  it  is  the  paramount  duty 
and  detennination  of  this  court,  at  all 
times,  to  give  to  the  civil  authorities. 
A  further  motion  being  now  made,  via.-* 
*^  The  court  are  of  opinion,  that  the  of- 
fences of  which  lieutenant  colonel  Martin 
has  been  adjudged  to  be  guilty  bv  the  court's 
resolutions  ot  the  26th  of  last  month, 
would  have  justified  his  removal  from  the 
company's  service,  and  would  have  compel- 
led the  court  to  adopt  this  determination 
of  his  case,  had  it  stood  disconnected  from 
other  circumstances ;  subsequent  events, 
however,  which  the  court  have  maturely 
considered,  disposed  them  to  allow  of  a 
more  favourable  result;  namely,  first,  the 
influence  of  a  vety  general  evil  example  at 
Madias,  early  m  1 S09,  and  the  contagion 
arising  from  this  source  ;  and  secondly,  the 
extent  of  the  amnesty  granted  by  the  go- 
vernor-general (with  some  exceptions  only) 
to  the  whole  of  the  Madras  army,  as  puo- 
lished  on  the  25th  September,  1809 ;  which, 
though  it  could  not  extend  to  the  interrup- 
tion of  the  judgment  of  this  court  on  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  suspended  on  the  1st 
May,  1809|  and  referred  home  for  decision^ 
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ASUTIC  ANNUAL  BEOISTER,  1810-11. 


■My  have  betn  contidtnd  hf  tMM  penoos 
•#  b«ve  enhrmced  tiMm  in  the  tptrit  of  the 
Biearare;  tnd  fnuill^,  the  potfibility  that 
the  wlaided  memorial  to  lord  Minto  might 
W\e  been  abaudoned  by  the  officers,  from 
Ibe  foovictton  of  its  cnmmal  nature  and 
tendency ;  b«it  of  which  the  coart  regret 
Ibat  no  proof  whatever  exists  : 
**  Itistheief're 

**  Reflolvf'd,  that  the  sunpension  imposed 
#B  1ienten»ini-colonel  Mai  tin  be  removed, 
bot  that  h«  shall  only  be  pcrmitt«>d  to  re- 
t«m  to  India  whenever  tliin  court  shall 
bavc  deelared  their  opinion,  that  thi*  com 
plete  restoration  of"  order  and  military  miIh 
avdination  at  Madras  i^hall  have  rendered 
anch  a  measnre  jnKtlfiable,  and  con^uitent 
wilb  that  support  which  it  is  the  paramount 
^uty  and  dett'rmmation  of  this  cmni,  at 
all  times,  to  srive  to  the  civil  authorities." 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  said  nvition, 
by  leaving  out  all  the  words  after  the 
word  •«  that,*'  in  order  to  introduce  the 
words— 

^  Lieutonant-colonel  Martin  he  now -re* 
•lorcd  to  the  service,  but  tfiat  he  be  not  per> 
■lit ted  to  return  to  India  withont  the  per- 
■MBsion  of  the  co«irt  expressed  to  him  for 
that  purpose." 

Tlie  question  beiii«r  put  by  the  ballot, 
that  tbe  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand 
ftrt  of  the  question  ; — 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Whereupon  the  question  was  pnt  by  the 
Mlot,^  *'  that  the  proposed  amendment 
**  itaod  part  of  theqnestion  ;"— 

Which  also  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  further  motion  was  then  made,  and   the 
<pit»t»n  thereon  being  put; — 
It  waft 

Resolved  by  the  ballot,  that  tiie  conrt 
having  taken  into  further  consideration  the 
case  of  heu tenant-colonel  Martin,  t02ether 
with  their  resolntion  respecting  that  officer 
«f  the  t'6th  March  last,  are  of  opinion  that 
the  evidence  against  him  appears  to  be  less 
clear  and  explicit  than  that  which  has  been 
produced  against  the  other  officers  lately 
vnder  suspension,  as  far  as  relates  to  his 
having  l>een  concerned  in  the  preparation  of 
tbe  iBtended  memorial  to  lord  Minto,  whilst 
it  seems  proper  here  to  allude  to  his  having 
been,  equally  with  miyor  de  Mori^an,  a 
party  to  the  prosecution  of  lientenaut-co- 
Ibnel  Munro  ;  whidi  manifests  a  spirit  de- 
serving of  mudi  reprc^bemion ;  and  there- 
fore, that  the  suspension  imposed  on  lieu- 
ten  ant-colond  Martin  be  removed,  but  that 
his  return  to  India  be  dependant  upon  the 
declared  opinion  of  the  court,  tliat  the 
complete  restorati<^n  of  order  and  military 
SHb(»rdination  at  Bladras  shall  have  ren- 
♦Jered  such  a  measure* justifiable,  and  con- 
f^rstent  with  that  support  which  it  is  the  pa- 
cainonnt  duty  and  determination  of  this 
court,  at  all  times,  to  give  to  the  ciTil  autho- 


It  was  then^ 


ttber  motion, 


Rasolved  by  the  bdlot,  Uam 
James  Grant,  whose  offence  aught  hai^e  re. 
quired  a  aimiiar  degree  of  pasishment  wtdt 
n^or  de  Morgan  and  captain  Marshall,  be 
also,  in  consideration  of  the  drcamstaaces 
detailed  in  the  resohitions  passed  ou  tiMMe 
officers,  as  far  as  they  a|iply  to  bis  case*  re- 
stored to  the  service,  but  that  Ins  retura  to 
India  be  subject  to  simiUr  conditions. 

At  a  Court  of  Directcirs,  held  on  Tuesday^ 
the  9th  April,  1811. 

A  letter  from  Jaine*  Pattison,  esq.  late  a 
member  of  tliis  court,  dated  the  SOth  olti- 
mo,  cdninming  observations  and  remario 
upon  a  paper  signed  by  the  present  and 
lat**  chairman,  read  in  conrt  the  6ib  ultimo, 
was  rpad  ;  as  was  alio 

A  letter  from  the  chairman  and   Charles 
Grant,  esq.  dated  this  day,  submitted  in 
consequence  of  a  letter  firom  John  Uuddles- 
ton,  esq.  read  m  court  on  the  ?6tb  ultinso. 
'*  Gentlemen, 

'*  I  take  the  liberty  to  intrude  upon  ^rov, 
in  consequence  of  my  perusal  of  a  paper 
recently  delivered  in  by  the  late  ctwinnaa 
and  his  d«eputy,  dated  the  S8th  Febraaiy, 
1811,  which  purports  to  be  an  answer  taa 
di»Aent  from  a  resolntion  of  court  of  the 
51  h  December,  1809 ;  which  dissent  waa  de- 
livered according  to  tlie  regulations,  within 
a  fbitnt?bt  after  tlie  discussion;  and  as 
those  gentlemen  both  retire  from  the  di- 
rection, by  rotation,  on  the  10th  April  next, 
I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  put  in  a  few 
words  by  way  of  rejoinder,  while  they  are 
yet  members  of  the  court ;  wbich  fer»*eb^ 
vious  reasons,  I  prefer  to  delaying  it  be- 
yond tliat  period^  wlien  I  hope  n>r  the  ho- 
nour  of  re-admission  myself. 

^  This  paper,  I  contend,  should  not  have 
been  suffered  to  be  put  upon  your  records, 
though  the  effect  of  its  reasoning  is  littte 
to  be  dreaded,  being,  in  my  opinion,  a  vain  . 
attempt  to  do  away  the  evident  sense  and 
only  possible  construction  of  tlie  sentence 
from  which  I  had  the  honour  t9  dissent 
I  sliaN  briefly  state  my  reasons  against  the 
admission  of  tliis  document,  and  then  sfaaM 
comment  with  equal  brevity  on  what  I 
conceive  to  be  its  errors  in  point  and  rea- 
soning. 

'*  On  genera]  gronnds  sudi  papers  are  ob- 
jectionable ;  because  protests,  or  dissents, 
sbouM  ever  be  the  final  papers  on  the  re- 
cord. Such  is  the  usage  of  the  most  dig. 
nified  nsseuibly  in  the  world  \  and  such,  I 
understand  has  been,  till  of  late  yean,  the 
practice  of  the  court  of  directors.  But 
fine-draw K  and  lengthened  discussions,  and 
protracted  and  dilrase  declamation,  often 
contradictory  in  its  several  parts,  and  con- 
sequently capable  of  vaHons  constructions, 
have  taken  place  of  short  and  pithy  rea* 
sonmg  ;  and  much  mischief  has  arisen  from 
the  change.  The  truth  of  this  is  suffici*. 
enti}  evinced  by  tlie  result  of  the  VdloTe 
disciusiops ;  doriBg  which   protracted  by 
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repeated  indhfidnal  appeals,  ererj  strong 
post  taken  np  by  the  court  has  been  aban- 
doned, one  by  one,  till  the  only  guilty  party 
left,  appears  to  be  the  court  itscti^now  charg- 
ed most  ni^jnstly  with  the  sacrifice  of  in- 
nocence at  the  shrine  of  popniar  clamour. 

**  The  dissent  of  indiyiduals  is  the  onlj 
mode  they  posset  of  recording  their  opi- 
nions when  left  in  a  minority.  Those  of 
the  majority  stand  on  the  solid  ground  of 
success,  and  should  need  no  such  bolsters 
as  are  now  attempted  in  supererogation* 
The  recorded  act,  and  the  recorded  dissent, 
stand  each  on  its  respective  merits.  But 
if  the  meanings  and  expressions  of  the  au- 
thors of  dissents  are  to  be  subject  to  the  ca- 
vil  of  their  successful  adversaries,  the  hitter, 
if  nnrefiited,  would  usurp  the  priTile«e  due 
to  tlie  former.  Rejoinders,  if  resorted  tOj 
would  produce  rebutters:  sur-rcbutters 
wonid  ensue ;  and  new  terms  must  be  iiivcnt- 
ed  to  describe  tlie  protraction  of  paper  con- 
troversy, to  which  pertinacity  in  opinion 
«]igfat  subject  tlie  court. 

**  If  these  reasons  are  of  any  weight 
generally,  what  must  be  their  force  when 
applied  in  opposition  to  the  special  case 
of  the  Paper  in  <}uestion,  prodsced  14 
months  alter  the  dissent  P  Every  feature 
•  of  the  transactions  debated,  has  twice 
changed  its  aspect:  and  reasonings  are 
therein  upheld  by  facts  not  in  possible  con- 
templation when  the  dissents  were  written. 
If  such  monstrous  births  as  this  are  tolera- 
ted by  the  court^  it  is  hi^h  time  to  bring  in 
iome  statute  of  limitations,  in  order  to 
regulate  how  many  months  may  be  allowed 
as  a  reasonable  term  for  briogin|;  forth  a 
legitimate  answer  to  a  dissent,  which  itself 
is  limited  in  gestation  to  a  fortnight, 

"  The  paper  in  questi<^n,  wlule  it  de- 
clares the  dissenti  liable  to  very  easy  refu- 
tation, is  itself  a  very  vulnerable  prfrduc- 
tion.  Where  the  foundation  is  unsound, 
the  superstructure,  however  imposing,  can 
not  uphold  itself.  In  opposition  to  the 
basis  of  this  paper,  namely,  the  assertion, 
tliat  the  resolution  of  the  court  of  tlie  6th 
December,  "  tliat  on  a  future  day  it  would 
proceed  to  dismiss  the  suspended  officers,** 
was  only  an  opinion,  ancl.  tltat  their  dis- 
mission was,  therefore,  open  to  further 
discussion;  I  venture  to  appeal  to  the 
recollection  of  every  member  of  the  conrt 
then  preswt,  and  to  that  (witliout  any  per- 
ionality  Ji.^tnded)  of  the  chairman  (Mr. 
Grant)  \\  no  1  believe  wiis  tlie  author  of 
tlie  motion,  whether  some  members  of  the 
conrt^  myself  one,  did  or  did  not  earnestly 
supplicate  him  (the  veiy  words  adopted) 
to  change  the  construction  of  the  resolu- 
tion, so  as  to  give  it  the  sense  \nth  which 
it  is  now  endeavoured  to  clothe  it ;  whether 
tiic  resolution  to  proceed  to  dismiss  officers 
unheard,  was,  or  was  not.  strongly  depre- 
^  cated  by  us  as  nqjust  and  unwarrantable ; 
and  whether  we  did,  or  did  not,  urge  our 
wiUiugocu  to  join  tke  majonty,  if  Ih9 


eourt  woold  contest  itaelf  to  declare  it 
would  discuss,  on  a  future  day,  the  ques- 
tion of  dismission.  If  these  things  are 
remembered,  what  remains  bujt  an  acknow- 
ledgment, that  tlie  sentence  of  guilty  thea 
passed  the  court,  and  that  the  day 
was  reserved  only  for  the  criminals  to 
receive  judgment.  « 

**  The  insuperable  stumbling  block  of  the 
5th  December,  is  the  resolution  to  proceed 
to  dismiss  the;  officers  unheard  in  their 
defence,  and  on  ex  -parte  statements.  Att 
the  sophistry  within  the  range  of  human 
faculties,  cannot  reduce  this  into  an  opinion, 
nor  into  a  resohition  to  discuss  what  it  ia 
expressly  declared  the  court  will-proceed 
to  do  on  a  future  day. 

The  first  reason,  the  paper  states,  for 
the  resolution  of  the  5th  December,  is  the 
notoriety  of  the'  existing  insubordination 
of  the  Madras  army,  and  the  necessity  of 
the  strong  support  to  thecivil  government—^ 
Good.  But  were  the  simple  allegations  cf 
that  government,  backed  by  the  secret 
examination  and  imperfect  depositions  of 
obscure  individuals,  to  be  received  ail  all 
gospel,  while  that  government  was  itaelf 
a  party  in  the  question,  from  the  i)elicf 
pretty  generally  entertained,  that  the  mit- 
chief  owed  its  origin  to  the  intolerant  spt- 
rit  displayed  in  tlie  exeitrise  of  its  author 
rity?  Were  the  officers,  tlie  SBspension  of 
whom  Was  one  of  the  causes  ot  fermenk 
to  undergo  from  die  court  the  further  and 
final  sentence  of  dismission,  unheard,  with  a 
vie^v  to  ensui-e  respect  to  that  government  f* 

'^  The  second  reason  is  a  curious  one^ 
because  the  Madras  government  recom- 
mended this  act,  or  exercise  of  power, 
to  the  court — good  again;  nothing  more 
natural !  as  the  acquiescence  of  the  court, 
making  tliem  accessaries  te  tJie  act,  if  an 
nnjnst  one,  would  rank  and  confmmd  them 
with  tlie  principals — and  forsooth  the  coiin, 
says  thiK  reason,  was  pledged  by  its  lettev 
of  V9th  September,  to  the  serious  conside- 
ration of  the  act  of  dismission. — Was  tfali 
pledge,  so  considered  and  understood,  to 
extend  to  the  passing  of  the  sentence  ei 
dismission  without  a  hearin^r^ 

'^  The  third  reason  applies  to  the  justi- 
fication of  tlie  conduct  of  the  Madras 
goveniment  on  tlie  question  of  the  suspen- 
sion, and  not  at  all  to  tlie  court's  resokitioa 
to  dismiss  ;  and  is  but  little  relevant  to  tiie 
point  in  dispute. 

"  The  fourth  reason  would  fain  infer, 
that  as  the  officei^  hud  not  made  a  distinct 
denial  at  Madras,  of  tlie  main  ^ct  o^ 
which  they  were  accused,  namely,  either 
preparing  or  signing  seditions  vvtI tings, 
(a  disjunctive  very  useful,  as  affording  two 
charges  in  one)  of  which  cause  of  their 
suspension  it  is  alle^d  they  were  not  igno- 
rant, but  of  which  It  is  certain  they  wero 
never  officially  informed  before  the  1st  of 
May,  and  then  by  the  general  ordera  alone  j 
their  diience  aiay  be  eonstmed  in  sopport 
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of  the  evidoice  on  which  Che  s^oTettiment 
acted.  Is  it  possible  that  8uch  strnned 
reasoDinfC  could  have  governed  the  court, 
in  a  question  involving  the  fame  and  for* 
tune  of  individuals  who  have  di«tin$rni8bed 
themselves  in  our  service?  To  justify  the 
snsiprnMon  under  the  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces of  the  Madras  government,  were  an 
easy  task.,  compared  with  an  apoloe>'  for 
the  resolution  to  dismiss  on  the  dth  Decem- 
ber. The  a||[itation  of  so  critical  a  period 
is  a  good  plea  to  extenuate  error  in  the  one 

vcase;  prompt  decision,  it  is  jnstty.  said, 
was^ere  and  then  necessary.  Suspension 
y/rm  resorted  to,  and  had  even  dismission 
been  adopted,  the  crisis  would  still  have 
been  a  plausible  plea.  But  in  vain  should 
we  seek  for  such  a  plea  for  tiie  court, 
sitting  in  judgment,  so  far  from  the  seat 
of  roischicdf,  on  otRcers  removed  from  the 
possibility  of  co-operation  with  the  anny. 
Was  prompt  decision  necessary  here  also, 
to  the  extent  of  not  allowing  time  for 
defence  ? 

»*  The  6fth  reason  is  a  masterpiece  of 
inToluntarjr  self-detection.  It  argues  the 
general  practice  of  the  court  in  deciding 
on  questions  relating  to  their  accused  ser- 
vants, even  when  at  home ;  and  urges,  that 
whatever  defence  they  produce  here,  which 
they  produced  not  in  India,  can  oi^y  be 
of  the  nature  of  ex  parte  evidence ;  and 
aays,  truly  says,  that  "  to  try  a  cause  fairly, 

,  tlic  one  party  should  hear  what  the  other 
advances."  If  this  reasoning  be  true,  and 
it  is  consonant,  strictly  so,  with  reason  and 
justice,  how  can  it  be  made  to  apply -to 
defence  only,  and  not  to  accusation  also  ? 
Can  ex  parte  accusation  be  just,  and  ex 
parte  defence  uiyust?  Are  they  not  both 
clearly,  incontestibly,  unjust?  Moreover, 
no  deifence  nor  opportunity  to  it,  having 
been  allowed  in  India,  can  the  absence  of 
it  be  twisted  into  a  necessity  to  deny  it 
here  also?  And  can  tiie  close  of  tltis  most 
extraordinary  reasoning  be  considered 
admifisiblc,  which  puts  the  question  by 
parallel,  as  between  master  and  servant, 
when  it  is  in  tact  a  point  at  issue  between 
servant  and  servant  coram  jvdice, 

"  If  such  were  the  reasons  for  the  reso- 
lution of  the  5th  December,  greatly  do  I 
r^oice  to  liave  dissented  from  it ;  and  the 
endeavour  to  give  to  this  measure  the 
half-recuUected  sanction  of  the  president 
of  the  board  of  contronl,  and  the  collateral 
aid  of  the  doctrine  inculcated  by  the 
governor-general,  received  long  after  the 
discussion,  (and  which  is,  in  fact^  no  more 
than  a  trui&ai)  form  a  masterly  perora- 
tion to  this  incomparable  series  of  reasons. 
Tue  delay  to  pass  sentence,  which  took 
place  from  December  to  April,  is  well 
accounted  for.  The  standard  of  revolt 
was  unfurled,  and  minor  considerations 
were  for  a  time  swallowed  up.  Yet  t)ne 
may  fairly  enquire,  why  the  arguments 
ceased   to   operate  during    that   pcriodj 


which  inculcated  (as  alleged  in  tbe  6nt 
reason  for  the  act  of  the  .5th  I>ecembcr) 
the  necessity  of  prompt  and  decisive  sa^ 
port  to  the  government  of  Madras.  Sorely, 
m  consistency  with  such  reasoning,  tki 
was  the  moment  for  fulminating;  dijBis- 
sions.  But  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
doubts  had,  in  the  interim,  begun  to  aiiie 
in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  snpporters  of 
the  resolution  of  the  5th  Decenit>er,  m 
to  its  expediency  and  practicability,  and, 
possibly,  as  to  its  justice. 

^'  The  authors  of  the  dissents,  vrben  t^ 
happy  tidings  arrived  of  the  terminatioo 
of  the  most  unnatural  rebellion  that  is  to 
be  found  on  the  record  of  any  civiliied 
country,  hailed  the  auspicious  moment  ss 
a  harbinger  of  peace  here  also  ;  and  thoogk 
the  suspended  officers  would  have  spumed 
an  amnesty,  which,  as  the  paper  justly 
says,  implies  previous  guilt,  they  could 
not  but  be  aware  of  the  critical  circuai> 
stances  of  their  respective  cases  ;  and  in 
the  view  of  the  possibility,  that  bavi^ 
erred  to  a  certain  extent,  they  could  act 
expect  entire  justification,  and  would  he 
content  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  an  act 
of  clemv'^ncy  and  oblivion,  the  motion  (^ 
the  4tli  April,'  was  devised  without  com- 
munication, direct  or  indirect,  with  any 
one  of  tliem. 

'^  The  reasonings  adduced  io  the  paper 
against  the  motion  I  had  the  honour  t» 
bring  forward,  for  restoring  the  officen 
to  their  rank  and  regiments,  and  asainst 
the  dissents  from  the  previous  question 
which  got  rid  of  the  motion,  are,  in  my 
opinion,  mere  abstract  views,  and  do  not 
apply  practically.  The  introduction,  how- 
ever,  mto  the  paper  of  the  substance  oi' 
an  amendment,  which  was  witfadravra 
because  uutenublc,  as  arguments  against 
tlie  motion,  must  be  noticed  as  a  novelty 
curious  in  itself,  and  of  a  piece  with  wh^ 
is  said  to  have  been  the  understanding  of 
the  court,  though  not  formally  minuted, 
namely,  the  intention  to  reconsider  the 
whole  case.  The  truth  is,  that  tlie  case  of 
tlie  suspended  officers  in  April,  1810,  wa^ 
complete  in  all  its  parts.  Nothing  coidd 
be  expected  to  mend  it ;  and  the  strongest 
adher<;nce  to  the  resolution  of  the  5th 
December,  could  not  have  excited  a  wiA 
that  matter  might  arrive  to  mar  it.  In  fart, 
notliiug  material  has,  I  believe,  arrived  to 
aflect  it.  If  by  an  act  of  clemency,  evinc- 
ing a  conciliatory  spirit,  the  court  bad 
avoided  the  investigation  of  allied,  bat 
improved  guilt ;  that  euilt,  even  Sioogh  it 
had  been  proved  trivial  in  comparison  with 
the  atrocities  forgiven  by  lord  Minto; 
what  a  sea  of  troubles  would  have  bees 
avoided  !  Courts  of  directors  somnocicd 
repeatedly  to  be  governed  in  their  deciaioe? 
by  the  lot;    loss  of  time  within  dooiSr 

freat  discontent  and    agitation  withoot;  « 
euds  and  ill  blood  perpetuated  here  sad 
io  India!  such  are,  in  |)art,  the  evils  which 
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mijht  hare  been  avoided  by  the  adoption 
of  the  sirnimary  metiiod  recommended; 
wliich,  like  the  sword  of  tlie  conqueror, 
would  have  cut  the  knot,  which  experiei^e 
bas  since  shewn,  no  effort  could  nntie.  It 
may  be  called  be^i^ng  tlie  question >  to  say 
that  the  result  of  its  adoption  would,  have 
been  so  highly  favourable.  But  no  question 
is  beiuEed  by  the  assertion,  that  the  court 
has  been  mvolved  in  protracted  schism  and 
warfare,  of  which  tJie  termination  is  still 
perhaps  far  distant,  by  the  detemiiuation 
adopted  to  investigate  and  decide  upon 
the  cases  of  the  suspended  officers  respec- 
tively, upon  such  wretched  evidence  and 
Tague  charges  as  tliose  furnished  by  tlic 
government  of  Madras. 

*'  i  shall  take  up  no  more  of  your  valua- 
ble time,  but  remain, 

**  Gentlemen, 
"  Your  most  obedient, 
^*  Humble  servant, 
(Signed)  "  J.  Pattison,", 

Old  Jewrv , 
30th  Marcn,! 111. 
To  the  hon.  the  Court  of  Directors 

of  t)ie  EaU  India  con  pany. 
"  To  the  Honourable  C')urt  of  Directors, 
&c.  ixc.  &c. 
"  Gentlemen, 
It  is  with  extreme  reluctance  that  we 
think  of  continumg  the  di&cussiou,  to 
which  Mr.  Huddleston  has  returuecT  iu  the 
paper  he  has  addressed  to  tlie  court  under 
date  a6tli  of  March.  Wc  -ihould  have  con- 
ceived one  attack,  and  one  reply,  to  be 
sufficient.  It*  there  is  to  be  no  limit  to 
contt  oversips  ot^  this  nature,  much  of  the 
time  and  records  of  the.  com  t  may  be  very 
inconveniently  engrossed.  As,  however, 
some  of  the  topics  on  wliich  M  r.  Huddle- 
ston  has  touched  in  the  rejoinder  where- 
with he  has  been  indulged,  are  of  puhlic 
impoitance,  and  the  opinions  or  assertions 
he  has  advanced  upon  them,  arc  in  our 
apprehension  erroneous ;  we  trust,  especi- 
ally as  our  silence  might  be  misiuterprcted, 
that  we  shall  Ue  permitted  to  make  u  few 
observatitms  upon  them. 

It  will  be  our  endeavour  to  be  succinct, 
and  to  pass  over  every  thing  that  is  not  ma- 
terial, however  open  it  may  seem  to  reply. 
First,  witli  respect  to  the  resolution  of 
the  5th  December,  18()9,  'Mr.  Huddle 
ston  maintains,  that  it  >>led:;ed  the  r  ourt 
to  tlie  dismission  of  the  suspended  officers. 
"We  say,  it  expressed  an  opinion  upon  tlic 
conduct  of  those  officers,  and  an  intention 
to  act  in  consonance  to  that  opinion,  by 
proceeding  to  the  act  of  dismission  on  a 
future  day:  but  both  the  opinion  and  the 
intention  are  plainly  to  be  contradistiu- 
flyisbed  from  tlie  act  of  dismission  itself. 
We  say  further,  tliat  neither  any  expressed 
opinion  or  intention  nor  even  any  act  of 
the  court  can  pledge  a  future  court  to  pro- 
ceed iu  conformity  to  such  opinion,  inten- 
tion^ or  act ',  that  if  the  subject  of  dismissing 


the  officers  had  been  afterwards  resumed 
conformably  to  the  resolution  of  the  dth 
December,  the  question  to  have  been  put 
respecting  every  one  of  tliem  seriatim,  must 
have  been  **  that  A,  B,  C.  D^  &c.  be 
dismissed  the  company's  8ervite;"that  snch 
a  question  must  necessarily  have  left  the 
whole  merits  of  the  case  of  each  individual 
open  to  rediscu&sion,  and  might  have 
been  met  by  the  previous  question,  by  ao 
amendment,  or  by  direct  opposition  to 
the  main  question  ;  and  universally  to 
imagine  tiiat  one  court  can  pledge  a  future, 
court  to  any  act  or  uuasure,  is  an  ideals 
biugulai-  as  tliat  of  expunging  any  resolution 
of  court  after  it  has  been  regularly  confirm- 
ed ;  a  proceeding  of  which  the  honourable 
member  seems  to  have  expected  tJie  adop- 
tion, in  respect  to  the  resolution  of  the  5lh 
December,  above  a  year  after  it  had  passed  ; 
a  proceeding  too  which  would  be  liable  to 
the  most  serious  ol^ections,  and  of  which 
we  believe  there  is  no  example.  In  con- 
clusion, the  intention  of  proceeding  to  dis- 
mission, the  resolution  itself  of  our  late 
minute,  have  broadly  avowed,  but  the 
material  point  for  which  we  contend  is, 
that  the  said  resolution  remained' open  to 
subsequent  debate,  and  to  alteration; 
whereas  the  notion  of  a  pledge  implies  the 
contrary,  a  notion  too  with  which  tlie 
whole  proce«ding  of  the  court  since  that 
time,  is  at  variance. 

it  was  to  the  resolution  of  the  5th 
December,  as  it  passed  the  court  and  stood 
on  record  that  we  were  called  to  speak, 
not  the  proceeding  to  which  any  particular 
membeis  might  have  previously  inclined  ; 
and  it  is  for  measures,  as  they  are  finally 
settled,  that  tlie  members  who  concur  in 
them  are  responsible ;  not  for  all  ideas  and 
opinions  they  may  before  have  entertaioed 
concerning  them,  and  perhaps*,  too,  in  the 
course  of  discussion,  have  given  up. 

Tiie  intimation  introduced  into  the  dis- 
sent of  the  ilth  April,  1810,  of  whichthe 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Huddleston) 
appears  to  have  been  titc  penman,  tliat  the 
then  chairman  had  ovi;;iiially  proposed 
to  proceed  to  the  act  of  dismission  on  the 
5th  December,  appeared  to  the  latter  to  be 
a  mere  personality,  immaterial  in  itself 
and  to  any  public  consideration  of  tlie 
subject,  if  not  an  attack  upon  the  freedom 
of  opinion.  He,  therefore,  not  having 
occasion  to  notice  that  paper  till  long  after- 
wards (though  then  he  was  called  to  do  so), 
hopes  he  shall  be  pardoned  for  thinking  that 
tliis  intimation,  witli  other  things  of  the 
like  nature,  might  be  passed  over  in  silence. 
If  he  adverts  to  the  repetition  in  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  late  letter,  it  is  be- 
cause some  new  use  is  made  of  it,  and  lest 
continued  silence  might  be  misconstrued. 
The  temper  manifested  towards  him,  in. 
the  controversial  writings  of  the  last  year 
or  two,  certainly  affords  him  no  great  cncoa- 
ragcmei  b  to  be  free  in  needless  adnussioOy 
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conceniiii^  the  details  of  drbatrs,  of  the 
whole  of  which  he  has-  not  a  distint't  recol- 
lection. He  has  no  hesitation,  however,  in 
Mying  that  he  was  ot*  opinion,  in  common 
with  many  other  members,  that  it  was 
proper,  at  that  time  to  pass  a  vote  of 
dismission  on  the  suspended  officers ; 
and  if  this  opinion,  which  he  maintnus 
has  not  yet  been  shewn  to  have  been 
wrong,  were  entei-tained  by  him,  could 
it  be  contrary  to  Ids  dut}'  to  propose  that 
measure?  If,  however,  npon  uificiissiou 
in  court,  the  opinions  tliere  delivered 
and  the  irregularity  of  proceeding  to  M»c 
net  of  dismission  Vithont  formal  notice, 
materially  aftectcd  the  drci.sion  of  that 
day,  what  is  hcncp  proveil,  but  that  the 
decision  was  not  the  sf>litary  dictate  of  one 
individual,  as  th-  honourable  gentleman 
has  intimated,  but  the.  legitimate  of&priKg 
of  public  ronsnltation  P 

The  honourable  gentleman,  however, 
asks  how  the  idea  or' dismissing  the  officers 
on  tlie  5th  l.>eceraber,  when  they  hau  not 
been  heard,  is  compatible  with  the 
declaration  in  our  latt'  lettee,  "  that  we 
were  willing  and  desirous  that  every 
subsequent  information  which  could  throw 
light  on  the  cause  of  the  suspended  offiren?, 
and  eveiy  thing  they  had  aubsfquentiy 
offere<l  in  their  defence,  should  be  fully 
weighed."  l^is  declaration  was  not  made, 
as  is  ckar  from  tlu*  Ittter itself,  iu  reference 
to  the  state  of  things  known  to  the  court 
on  the  5th  December,  1809,  ns  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  language  implies,  but 
to  the  very  ditftTcnt  ^tate  of  tilings  kno\(ii 
to  tliem  in  the  month  of  April,  1810. 
Not  that  wt  were  at  any  time  imlisposed 
to  hear  whatever  eould  bv  faiily  advanced 
in  iK'half  of  the  otficers,  but  at  the  former 
period  ^^Q  saw  no  prospect  of  fnitlier 
nmtorial  inforraatiun ;  and  where  there 
was  little  hopr,  desire  must  have  been 
propoitiona!l>  ii»aeli%e.  But  on  the  other 
bund,  it  was  important  that  the  court 
should  not  appear  to  hesitate  in  their 
support  of  the  civil  government,  and  in 
dtjcided  resistance  to  mihtaiy  insubordi- 
nation. Such  were  our  impressions  early 
iu  December.  We  have  stated,  in  our 
fermer  letter,  the  vast  changes  that  became 
known  to  the  court  in  the  course  of  four 
months  afterwards,  and  the  consequent 
•Itemtion  in  the  views  of  the  court,  as  to 
the  necessity  of  proceeding  speedily 
against  the  suspended  officers.  In  such 
vei'V  new  circumstances^  to  decide  inune- 
diaiely,  cither  for  dismission  or  for  a 
more  lenient  course,  appeared  to  be 
attended  with  difficulty.  Further  delay 
teemed,  therefore,  proper;  and,  as  it  was 
hardly  practieable  entirely  to  exclnde,  in 
the  consideration  of  the  cases  of  tliese 
officers,  attention  to  what  had  recently 
passed  in  India  and  the  trials  which  were 
]poing  on  there,  as  well  as  the  inqniries 
ftrnking  by  tlie  governor  genend/  it  might 


naturally  be  expected  to  thro'W  additional 
liglit  on  the  general  subject  of  the  disorders 
in  the  Madras  army.  This  expcv^tation 
aunnated  owr  tlesire  of  further  information, 
from  India,  in  order  that  such  information, 
with  the  defences  the  officers  had  offered 
subsequent  to  their  arrival  in  Englaady 
might  be  duly  weighed.  On  the  whole, 
it  is  plain,  as  the  tenour  of  our  preceding 
letter  may  have  shewn,  that  the  delay 
arose,  in  a  certain  degree,  from  apprehend- 
ed inexpediency  (ju*»tly  apprehended, 
we  tliink)  under  the  new  citcismstancct, 
of  proceeding  hastily  to  tlie  act  either  of 
dismission  or  of  qualified  pardon. 

It  would  seem  that  the  present  court  of 
directors  have  felt  the  dimcnltiea  wehaire 
DOW  descril^ed ;  for  it  was  the  month  of 
October  last  liefore  the  court  entered  on 
the  consideration'  of  the  cases  of  the  sus- 
pended officers  ;  and  that  consideration  it 
with  the  exception  of  colonel  Sentlegcr^ 
case,  which  stands  over  for  informatioB 
trom  the  supreme  court  at  Madras,  but 
just  closed. 

"  After  so  mature  a  deliberation  by  a 
court  of  directors,  in  part  difierently  com- 
posed from  the  last,  and  known  to  have 
materially  disagreed  with  the  lastiipon  tb« 
Madras  military  questions,  it  becomes  very 
interesting  to  attend  to  the  decinon  to 
which  they  have  come.  And  notwithstaod* 
ing  the  confident  manner  in  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  with  other  members  of 
the  direction,  Iiave  advoeated  the  canse  of 
.those  officers  ;  notwitli&tanding  tlie  aggra- 
vated accusations  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  particular,  acaiiist  what  he  has  term- 
ed the  violation  of  the  firinciples  of  natural 
justice  and  of  the  British  law,  both  by  the. 
government  of  Fort  St.  Geurj?e  and  the  late 
court  of  directors,  in  Judging  and  condemn- 
ing, as  he  has  affirmed,  upon  ex  parte  evi- 
deuce,  in  a  secret  divan,  uithont  a  tiial  or  a 
hearing  of  'he  parties  condemned  (improper 
accusations,  to  which  we  have  spoken  else- 
where ;)  notwithstanding  the  measure  con- 
tended for  on  the  4th  April,  1810,  of  restor* 
intt  those  officers  without  trial  or  censure ; 
notwithstanding  the  cxpectatiou  and  iropor* 
tancc  attached  by  the  honourable  member 
to  tlie  defences  of  the  officers,  a  very  large 
majority  of  the  court  have  upon  the  evidence 
produced  at  Madras,  and  even  upon  tlie 
admissions  of  those  gentlemen  themselves, 
adjudged  the  greater  part  of  them  to  have 
been  guilty  of  acts  worthy  of  dismission 
from  the  service,  and  have  declared  that 
they  would  have  been  compelled  to  have  in- 
flicted the  punishment  of  dismission  rpon 
them,  if  the  amnesty  granted  by  lord  Minto 
tb  officers  who  had  been  in  actual  revolt,* 
had  not,  together  with  tlie  general  prev*- 
lence  or  insubordination  early  in  1809,  in- 
duced the  court  to  adopt  a  more  lenteiit 
course. 

"  ITius  it  is  at  length  established,  tl^at 
the  govenuneot  of  Madnts  acted  npon  true 
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and  sufiicient  information  is  their  pxoceed- 
inff  against  those  officers  ;  thatfactioas  and  > 
indamniatory  measures  were  then  going  op 
among  the  officers  of  the  army;  and  it 
seems  impossible  to  show,  that  where  the 
insabordmation  was  become  general  and 
great,  as  too  many  evidences  tiave  since 
proved,  persons-guilty  of  it  could  have  been 
subjected  to  punishment  by  any  other 
course  on  the  part  of  government  tiiaii  the 
sununary  and  vigorous  one  wliich  it  adopts 
ed,  and  which  every  government  of  deci- 
sion must  adopt  in  like  cases.  Thus,  also, 
the  court  of  directors  are  justified  in  the 
support  they  have  given  to  the  government 
of  Madras,  in  respect  to  their  conduct  to- 
wards those  officers ;  a  support  by  which 
they  have,  in  truth,  upheld  their  own  au- 
thority, and  tlie  stability  of  the  British 
empire  tn  India. 

"  Secondly.  We  shall  advert  to  some 
things  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
advanced  on  the  past  state  of  tlic  Madras 
army  and  the  means  of  preserving  the  au- 
thority of  the  civil  ■  government  over  the 
military  body. 

"  He  says,  **  that  on  thfc  5th  of  Decejn- 
ber,  1809,  the  court  of  directors  were  not 
in  possession  of  any  evidence  or  of  any  ad- 
vices relating  to  insubordination  or  sedi- 
tion, except  the  minute  of  sir  G.  Barlow  of 
the  Ist  May,  1809,  in  which  there  is  no 
alla&lon  to  any  combinations  or  written 
communications  between  different  divisions 
of  the  army;  indeed  it  is  impossible  there 
conld  be  any,  for  sir  G.  Barlow,«ii\lussub- 
sequent  dispatches, .  expressly  states,  that 
the  system  it'  combination  was  established 
throughout  the  army,  after  the  Hydrabad 
officers  had  declared  tiieir  participation  in 
the  feelings  of  their  brother  officers,"  «&c. 
(which happened  the  18tli  May,  IH09.) 

"  Now,  we  did  not  at  all  mean  to  refer  to 
the  combinations  formed  at  this  time,  and 
aflerwards,  on  the  open  and  avowed  ijroitnd 
of  resistance  to  the  government,  but  to 
others  less  ostensilile  and  of  an  earlier 
date,  wliieh,  however,  evidence  <l  »he  exis- 
tence of  -the  principle  of  comUnation ;  a 
principle  most  dangerous  in  itself,  to  which 
the  Indian  armies  have  been  accustomed, 
and  which  Hds  always  been  €ie  engine 
wher<^-by  great  commotions  have  been  pro- 
duced in  those  armies. 


^'  Of  such  combinations  so  much  is 
said  in  a  letter  to  the  court,  dated  lOtU 
September  1810,  to  wliich  our  signatures, 
wita  those  of  eight  other  directors,  are 
affixed,*  that  wc  shall  merely  indicate 
them  here. 

*'  Wc  have  already  stated,"  «ay  the  Ma- 
dras government,  witli  Mr.  Petrie  at  their 
head,  on  tlie  iistof  October,  1807,  "  that 
a  very  dangerous  spirit  of  cabal  has  shown 
itself  among  several  officers  of  your  army. 
This  feeling  has  been  greatly  inflamed  by 
tile  impunity  with  which  the  hououruble 
lieutenant-colonel  Scntleger  has  hitherto 
been  enabled  to  brave  and  insult  the  autho- 
ritv  of  tliis  government." 

^^  Every  means  of  the  most  public  na- 
ture have  been  taken  at  some  of  the  princi- 
pal military  stations,  to  hold  up  lieutenant- 
colonel  Seutleger  as  the  champion  of  the 
rights  of  the  company's  army,  and  as  one 
whose  example  calls  for  general  imitation.*' 

**■  Is  this,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
states,  the  case  of  a  few  officers  only  out  of 
sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred — (had  he  said 
thirteen  or  fourteen  higddred  it  would  have 
been  more  exact)  when  it  speaks  of  some 
of  the  principal  stations  of  the  arihy,  where 
every  means  of  the  most  public  nature  were 
taken  to  hold  up  colonel  Scntleger  as  one 
whose  example  called  for  general  imitation  ? 
Is  it  not  plainly  the  spirit  of  cabal  and  con- 
cert in  active  exercise?  And  can  it  be  con- 
ceived that  the  principal  station,  who  had 
thus  an  unity  of  action,  had  not  also  an  uu- 
derstanding  with  eech  otlicr  ? 

**  But  what  was  the  circulation  to  the  dif- 
ferent stations,  for  signatures  of  tlie  merac- 
rial  for  Bengal  allowances,  whica  general 
Macdowall  suppressed  in  May,  1808? 
What  was  the  lar  more  exceptionable  me- 
morial for  many  claims,  which  general 
Macdowall  liim^lf,  at  tlie  request  of  the 
army,  brougltt  forward  to  po  erumcnt  at 
the  end  of  tnat  year?  And,  not  to  speak  of 
tile  combined  attack  on  lieutenant- co'oncl 
Munro,  what  were  the  letters  addressed  to 
niiyor  Boles ;  the  memorial  addressed  to 
the  govtrnor^general  for  tlie  removal  of  $ir 
G.  Barlow,  &c.  what  were  all  these  but  the 
acts  of  many  officers,  at  various  stations, 
combined^  whose  signatures  could  uo(  have 
been  obtan^ed  without  communications  be- 
tween the  dilFerent  divisions  of  the  aimy? 


•  **.Apaper,  the  length  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  taken  occasion  to 
mention,  apparently  in  the  way  of  censure."  T.te  paptr  \\as  unavoidably  long,  because 
in  answering  six  dissents,  containing  tl4  foobeap  p^fres,  it  went  into  a  jiencral  review  of 
the  CjMUcs,  pro:^es8,  and  issue  of  tiie  revolt  in  the  Tiiadras  army,  with  the  merits  of  tiie 
4>artie!0  concerned  in  it ;  .and  it  Si'eiuB  that  what  oi-igiiibtUy  coiuiutcd,  with  the  appendix, 
of  JOSdemy  paises,  has  in  the  houonrable  gentleman's  foolscap  copy  extended  to  ^^08 
pages.  It  will  be  found,  however,  that  the  whole  of  the  wrinugs  on  the  siJe  with  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  acted,  are  more  volnmiuous  than  those  brought  forward  on 
our-  side.  Part  of  those  dissents  which  are  opposed  to  our  opinions,  are  distinguished  by 
a  qoality  which,  to  use  the  hououi-ablc  gentleman's  languai^e,  is  '*  ab«olutely  novel  ;^  for 
the  honoorable  writers  Jiave  dissipated- to  «  measure  winch  tacy  voted  for,  and  which 
conld  not  have  been  carried  without  their  concurrence.  If  this  mode  of  diu^ting  was 
to  become  frequent,  the  inconvenience  would  indeed  be  great* 

Vot.  12.  V  •   '    " 
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And  what  3oe9  the  9tandhig  regvlatioiis 
qaoted  by  genf  ral  Macdowall  ai^ainst  the 
officers  in  May,  1808,  against  combinations, 
bnt  prove  the  preceding  existence  of  the 
eril  ?  all  these  instances  vrere  known  when 
the  resolution  of  the  5th  December  was 
passed.  It  is  auite  needless  to  enlarge  on 
them,  or  to  Iboknirther  back.  It  most  mdeed, 
be  obvious  to  an  attentive  examiter  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  late  insubordina- 
tion in  the  coast  army,  that  combination 
was  the  vital  principle  and  support  of  it, 
and  the  bond  which  kept  the  great  body  of 
the  officers  steady  to  each  other  till  the 
Ust. 

"  And  was  it  not  the  same  principle 
which  matured  the  mutiny  of  the  Bengal 
officers  in  1766,  the  commotion  of  1785  in 
the  Madras  armv,  and  the  Bengal  agitations 
of  1796,  as  weU  as  the  Madras  revolt  of 
1809  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  writes  as 
if  no  such  thing  as  combination  had  existed 
among  the  officers  of  the  coast  amy,  till 
afler  Uie  proceedings  of  the  Madras  gorera- 
nient  (or,  as  he  thinks  6t  always  to  express 
hnnself,  sir  G.  Barlow)  on  the  1st  May 
1809,  had  provoked  them.  We  do  not  re- 
collect ever  to  have  seen  this  plainly  ad- 
vanced before,  by  any  advocate  of  the  offi- 
cers. We  appeal  to  the  proofs  of  the  con- 
trary already  adduced,  particularly  to  the 
regulations  of  govemroent,  prohibiting  com- 
bmations;  and  to  tlie  full  and  distmct 
statements  in  lord  Minto*s  letter  to  the  se- 
cret committee,  of  5th  February,  1810,  writ- 
ten after  he  had  been  long  employed  in  en- 
quiries and  reflection  upon  the  subject.  The 
letter  of  September,  1810,  already  men- 
tioned, does  indeed  reckon  among  the  re 
mote  predisposing  causes  of  the  late  muti- 
ny, the  principle  of  combid&tion,.  and  a  dis. 
satisfaction  on  the  score  of  military  emolu- 
ments ;  but  it  does  not  ascribe  these  causes 
peculiarly  to  one  set  of  men,  or  to  one  pe- 
riod ;  it  deduces  the  causes  themselves  from 
the  constitution  and  circumstances  of  our 
local  Indian  armies,  and  the  principles  of 
human*  nature.  Tlie  honourable  gentle- 
man, however,  is  pleased  to  repird  those  ob- 
servations only  as  throwing  opprobrium  and 
severe  reflections  on  the  officemof  the  Mar 
dr&s  army,  upon  whom,  from  his  own  ex- 
perience, he  bestows  th^  most  unqualified 
eulogium  for  their  uniform  good  conduct 
and  spirit,  both  in  war  and  peace.  This 
mode  .of  converting  what  is  ii.tended  to  be 
of  general  application,  into  a  specific  accu- 
sation of  certain  individuals  or  certain  chis- 
9es,  ap|>ears  to  us  to  be  contraiy  to  fair 
rtasoning,  and  injurious  to  the  utility  of  dis- 
cussion. That  letter  has  no  where  intima- 
ted that  the  cauies  in  question,  or  those 
others  which  it  assigns  as  predisposing 
causes,  were  at  all  times  actively  operative ; 
it  has  done  joitlce  to  the  military  character 
of  the  Indian  armies ;  to  the  personal  qmt- 
lities  of  very  many  «f  the  officers^  wfaoM 


talents  and  services  have  Olostnted  thf 
order  to  vrhicfa  they  beloBged  ;  bot,  aAcf 
all,  a  revoK  vrhich  threatened  the  dettnc- 
tion  of  ovrlodian  empire,  is  an  crent  to* 
momentous  and  too  awful  to  be  pased  ofvr 
without  a  free  investigatioo  into  the  ctme* 
of  it ;  and  those  which  have  been  tiwipifil 
in  the  letter,  are  not  held  b^  the  writos  d 
it,  but  stand  on  the  foundation  of  laiiger  ci- 
penence  tmd  information  than  the  oppo- 
tnnities  of  the  honourable  gentleman  eoitki 
furnish.  It  must  be  pleasant  to  be  on  Ik 
popohirside,  and  to  bestow  praiae,  wfcid 
will  gratify  numbers  ;  hat  oar  view*  of  dat?. 
and  our  itmcere  vrishes  for  the  lastiiig  wri- 
fare  of  the  Indian  army  itself^  iiave  eafo- 
ced  us,  in  concurrence  with  otbeva,  to  tk 
ungracious  task  of  pointing  out  erron  wkd 
we  conceive  have  contributed  to  tbe  »»: 
dreadful  effects,  m  order  to  the  avoidaace 
of  the  like  errors  iu  future. 

'<  The  principle   for  which    the  often 
appear  to  have  of  late  contended,  that  tk^ 
should  lose  the  service  only  by  the  dedaa 
of  their  own  body,  involves,    id  fact,  Ik 
establisluncnt  of  an  independent  MiStsi 
power,  and  eventually  its  supremacy.    Ik 
honourable  gentieman  admits  of  the  exe*- 
cise  of  the  power    of  dismisici^  ofies< 
without  a  trial  by  court  martial  ;  ben 
duubtless  admit,  also,  of  the  power  isk- 
rent  in  the  company,  of   dismissii^  tkv 
civil  servants,  when  they  see  cause.  —  Ik 
power  may  be  misused ;  but,  if  it 
necessarily  supposes  the  exercise  of 
tion.    We  wish  the  honourable  ^t  nlU  aw 
in  his  protest  against  some  doctrine  wfeirt 
ho  thinks  he  has  discovered  in  our  Vast  knr 
on  the  subject,  had  shewn  how  the  p^me 
could  remain,  if  discretion  in  the  exerok 
of  it  were  taken  away.    We  were  shensir 
in  that  letter,  tliat  the  judgment  and  i^ 
cretion  of  the  company  at  home  mn^t,  ■ 
various  case9,  be  tlie  final  arbiters  ct  i 
fate  of  their  accused  Indian  aervaots,  cn 
or  military  ;  because  the  **  hive»ficati«l 
their  conduct,  by  the  same  forms,  pleaAnjI 
and  evidence,  as  are  required   ka  oar  csbI 
of  law,  is  impracticable  ;**  and  we  tkm^ 
ded,  *Mt  is  to  be  remembered,  that  M 
question  in  such  cases  is  niBck  ^  <Ar  i4 
ture  of  a  question  between  master  aaiiN 
vaiit,  or  superior  and  inferior."    This  f^ 
sage  the  honourable  gentleman  applies  e4 
clnsivety  to  mt/ifory  oJfiea-M ;  wh^he  «H 
*'  are  thus  made  to  bear  the 
to  the  company,  that,  la  primU  ^ftj  a 
vant  bears  to  his  master,  and  mucf  ha 
missed  without  auigimig  amf  m 
expressions   in   italiG    in   this 
are  all  material  alterations  froos'thfr 
nal  text,  and  make  up  the  doeCrine  ^fii 
which  he  protests ;  bnt  of  the  ulJniiMil 
aature  of  which,  after  all,  no  vcty  Mi 
idea  is  obtained.    We  have  used  the  Mhi 
of  master   and  servant,  not  in  ilt  hrm 
^ense,  but  in  a  more  gcneiil 
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ithicfa  comprehend;}  the  manner  of  its  $flhr 
»wtence  betuveen  public  bodies  and  their 
fimctfonaries.  The  king's  officers  are  the 
king'A servants:  the  compan^^'s  officers  are 
the  company's  servants^ — so  are  their  go- 
vernors, counsellors,  and  all  their  civil  func- 
tionaries. We  mean  to  claim  no  more  dis- 
cretion for  the  company,  in  jnd^g  and  de- 
ciding on  the  fate  of  their  Indian  servants, 
than  the  king  him^lf,  according  to  the 
power  vested  in  him  by  law,  exercises  with 
respect  to  his  servants ; — a  power  which  the 
company  have  always  exercised,  and  which 
the  British  conquerors  of  India  were  more  ex- 
posed to  feel,  than  the  military  or  civil  ser- 
vants of  the  present  day.  But  if  a  person 
appointed  into  the  service  of  the  company, 
were  thereby  to  become  possessed  of  a 
tenure,  from  which  he  could  be  ejected  only 
by  a  course  of  law,  the  authority  and  pros- 
perity of  the  master  could  be* of  no  long 
duration. 

*'  To  a  very  important  enquiry  snggestcd 
inonr  tast  letter,  "  How  the  credit  and  au- 
thority of  the  civil  government  is  to  be  pre- 
served against  military  encroachment  ?*' 
the  honourable  gentleman  replies — "  By  a 
system  of  rule,  founded  on  the  pure  prin- 
riples  of  the  British  constitution  ;  that 
sliali  have  regard  to  British  feelings,  evince 
a  knowledge  of  the  British  character ;  that 
shall  onite  beneficence  with  firmness,  and 
conciliation  with  dignity  ;  by  selecting  for 
governors  men  who  possess  tlie  qualities 
that  gain  the  hearts  without  losing  the  re- 
spect of  tlie  governed,  &c.  &c.  In  i>hort, 
such  a  system  of  rule,  and  such  qualities  in 
the  ruler,  as  made  Comwallis  in  India  the 
ol]jcct  of  universal  reverence  and  esteem, 
alike  with  soldier  and  civilian,  &c.  &cc" — 
Such  a  system  of  nile,  he  thinks,  will  always 
prevent  any  disposition  to  encroach,  or  ren- 
der it  innoxious,  if  entertained.** 

"  We  have  an  affectionate  respect  for  the 
memory,  tlie  virtues,  the  achievements  of 
marquis  Comwallis ;  huthe  wao  confessedly, 
a  very  uncommon  character.  The  honour- 
able (gentleman's  system  does  not  tell  us 
ivbat  IS  to  be  done  if  men  of  his  rare  union 
of  qualities  should  not  be  to  be  found. 
Unfbrtiinately,  too,  for  the  honuurable  gr n- 
tletnan's  system,  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  that 
marquis  Comwallis,  with  all  his  exc«IIencie«, 
when  he  projected  reforms  and  improve- 
ments, or  what  he  conceived  to  be  such,  in 
the  Bengal  army,  became  very  unpopular 
"witli  the  officers  of  that  army.  The  h»>nom^ 
able  gentleman's  system  fails  us  hcfc  too  ;  it 
do<^  not  tell  us  what  is  to  be  done,  vben  a 
man  of  the  purest  pnbRc  principles,  and  the 
■Host  inoffensive  manners,  in  obedience  to 
the  dictates  of  his  superiors,  his  dutv,  and 
bis  conscience,  aims  at  reform,  and  when 
be  thereby  becomes  unpopular,  and  finds 
Ids  measures  opposed.  The  component  parts 
of  tfie  honourable  gentleman's  system  of 
mle,  doubtiest,  form  a  fine  assemblage,  and 
are  set  off  widi  all  the  advantages  of  aati- 


thesis,  but  they  are  only  abstract  genera- 
lities ;  or,  if  they  be  regarded  as  so  many 
elementary  principles  of  a  practical  code 
(thouf;h  some  relate  to  the  rale,  some  to  the 
qualities  of  the  niler,)  the  whole  difficulty, 
which  consists  in  the  formation  of  such  a 
code,  still  remains.  But  there  seems  to  be 
anes5iential  error  in  the  very  conception 
and  foundation  of  tlie  honourable*  gentle- 
man's system,  namely,  that  certain  trans* 
ceudant  qualities  iu  the  law,  and  in  the  go- 
vernor, will  always  preserve  the  governed 
from  doing  wront;.  We  are  again  com- 
pelled, on  this  occasion,  to  refer  to  anoth<;r 
tnitli,  which,  though  it  lias  not  the  reconi- 
mendation  of  novelty,  as  few  moral  tmtlts 
have,  may  also  be  f*ntitlcd  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  admission. 

"  All  laws  hitherto  made  for  the  govern- 
ment of  human  beings,  have  gone  on  a  prior 
ciple  opposite  to  that  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  They  have  supposed,  that  to 
retain  men  in  just  obedience  to  lawful  au- 
thority, the  provision  and  the  employment 
of  coercion  and  punishment  were  neces- 
sary. No  doubt  the  administration  of  cri« 
minal  law  is  to  be  tempered  with  prudence 
and  merrv;  no  doubt  that  the  largest  pos- 
sible portion  of  good  qualities  in  t)^  system 
of  government,  and  in  the  character  of  the 
miers,  is  most  desirable ;  but  it  would  fol- 
low, from  the  adoption  of  tlie  honourable 
gentleman's  system  iu  our  Indian  empire, 
that  the  unpopularity  of  a  government  act- 
ing solely  from  public  principle,  really  for 
tlie  public  good,  and  with  a  personal  de- 
meanour the  most  iine\ceptionab!e,  would 
be  i>ufficient  to  condemn  and  remove  him  > 
and  if  this  were  unhappily  verified  in  prac- 
tice, the  gratification  of"^  the  passions  and 
interests  of  the  governed  might  then  be- 
come a  leading  object  with  tiieir  mlers.> 

'*  It  has  appeared  from  an  early  period  of 
the  disturbances  at  Madras,  to  have  been 
the  view  of  the  officers,  either  to  eflfect  the 
removal  of  the  governor,  or  control  the  go- 
vei  nment  in  certain  objects.  After  advanc- 
ing to  the  awful  length  of  open  revolt,  they 
have  been,  by  the  wisdom  and  energy  of 
the  government  itself,  defeated  in  bath  ob- 
jects, without  the  least  sacrifice  cf  the  pub- 
lic auttioiity  or  dij^nity.  A  most  compre- 
hensive amnesty  followed,,  and  real  tran- 
quillity might  liave  been  gradually  restored, 
if  the  opposition  to  the  government  had  not 
been  transferred  to  this  country,  and  ac- 
tively renewed  here.  Many  instruments 
and  many  means  have  been  employed  to 
prejudice  the  public  mind  agaiUHt  sir  O. 
Barlow  ;  to  represent  as  the  uijured  par* 
ties  those,  whose  early  spirit  of  insubordi- 
nation contributed  so  much  to  all  the  dread- 
ful evils  that  aAerwards  ensued ;  to  throw 
into  the  shade  even  the  enormities  of  ac- 
tual rebellion  ;  nay  to  ascribe  the  blame  of 
it  to  him  who  was  the  means  of  saving  the 
Indian  empire  from  anarchy  and  destmc- 
tiott,  and  tinaliy  to  bring  about  that  object 
U  2 
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¥rhich  the  officers  originally  sought,  hU  re- 
moval from  government.  The  propriety  of 
snch  a  measure  has  even  been  oroadly  as- 
serted in  this  honse.  The  re-action  in  India 
of  all  the  opinions  adduced,  and  the  means 
tiscd  in  England  to  decry  sir  G.  Barlow  and 
bis  conduct,  may  be  expected  to  be  great ; 

.  the  acconinlishnient  of  hia  removal  would 
be  t^e  final  triumph  of  the  cause  of  op{'o- 
gifion  to  govenimtnt,  aiid>uch  a  return  for 
eminent  public  service  woidd  not  only  be  a 
lasting  disgiace  to  the  country,  butinHtet 
an  indelible  wound  on  tue  authoriiyof  the 
civil  power,  and  the  interests  of  tlie  com- 
pany in  India.  We  therefore  take  tlii»  op- 
portunity of  tccording  our  solemn  prote>t 
against  all  propositictus  calculated  to  pro- 
duce snch  fatal  eifects. 
"  The  honourable   gentleman   has    as- 

^  (iribed  to  the  late  chairman  a  bias,  imper- 
ceptible to  himself,  towards  Uie  Madras 
government.  FAcmption  from  all  undis- 
cemed  bias  and  error,  it  is  not,  perliaps, 
the  lot  of  humanity  to  possess,  and  it  may 
be  proper  for  evriy  individual  to  be  watcl)- 
ful  against  its  influence  j  but  the  late 
chairman  has  stood  in  none  of  those  rela- 
tions or  conncclioas  toward  sir  Cf.  Barlow, 
or  any  member  of  the  government,  which 
roost  commonly  and  natordlly  bias  the 
tiiunan  mind;  and  he  can  honestly  say. 
that  in  these  Madras  affairs  he  Ikis*  acted 
nnder  a  deep  and  anxious  i>ensc  of  tucir  ex- 
treme public  importance,  and  with  an  ear- 
nest desire  in  all  cases  to  serVe  the  public  in- 
tcrest. 

"  It  remains  only  to  speak  to  one  point ; 
tiie  honourable  gentleman  has,  thruu<^out 
the  whole  of  his  present  and  precedini;  pa- 
per, allowed  himself  to  treat  certain  acts  of 
I  the  court,  and  certain  opinions  delivered  in 
.  |>apers  addressed  to  the  court  by  a  number 
of  Directors,  as  the  acts  and  opinions  of 
one  individual  ;  thus  treating  the  rest  as  cy- 
phers. Nothing  can  be  mure  unjust  iu 
point  of  fact,  and  nothing  more  contrary 
to  that  decorum  and  respect  which  tlie  mem- 
bers of  tlie  court  ou;;ht  to  observe  in  all 
tlicir  proceedings  towards  the  collective 
body,  and  towards  each  other.  Those  gen- 
tlemen with  whom^  the  late  cbaimian  had 
the  honour  to  side  in  relation  to  the  Madras 
'  disturbances,  had  each  a  substantive  and  de- 
cided opinion  of  his  own  upon  every  ques- 
tion that  came  before  him,  antj  acted  ac- 
cording to  his  own  judgment  and  conviction, 
under  the  responsibility  attacJied  to  his  of- 
fice ;  and  io  repn  sent  public  measure*  of 
the  court  which  are  to  liave  the  operation 
of  laws  in  the  Indian  empire,  as  the  mea- 
•ures  of  any  one  member  of  the  body,  is  an 
intolerable  license  which  the  court  itself  is 
called  upon  to  correct. 
'  ^  The  present  chairman^  much  as    he 

*  Most  of  these  papers  have  been  inserted  at  leHgth  in  the  preceding 
•ttfficiently expUdned  ia  the  opiniooi  or  dissents  of  the  dire€tMs»  ioKited  itt 
folnne. 


feels  grateful  to  the  honoarable  t  Erector, 
for  his  desbe  to  spare  him,  as  f ar  as  p«r 
sible,  from  ,the  lash  of  his  pen  and  tte 
censure  of  bis  judgment,  by  consideriis 
the  addresses  alhided  to,  as  ttie  prodn;* 
tions  of  and  conveying  the  sentimcpts  d^ 
the  late  chairman  only  (arisaug,  as  tie 
chainnan  is  persnaded,  from  that  fiiad- 
sliip  which  no  difference  od  public  ma^ 
ters  has  been  able  to  destroy)  still  fctU 
it  incmnbent  on  him  to  declare,  that  wbert- 
ever  his  sigiiature  appears,  there  are  k« 
genuine  sentiments  expressed  ;  and  tha£ 
however  kindness  to  him  has  been  the  vt 
tjve  of  the  honourable  gentleman  for  a- 
cliuiing  him  from  his  strictures,  it  nt* 
perhaps  be  a  question,  whctiier  the  dair- 
man  ought  to  cousider  himself  flatterri 
or  tlie  contrary,  by  tliis  desire  to  absola 
him  from  nearly  allthe  consequence*  of  ^• 
trines  mid  declarations  to  which  hts  mv 
appears ;  in  one  instance  the  first  st^ 
ture,  and  in  another  tlie  second:  (tr- 
tainly  tlie  cluiirman  is  roost  desirous  bi 
ascribe,  where  it  is  justly  doe,  Io  hisb^ 
colleague,  the  abiUty  and  IndeiatiiEab^ 
iudustiy  which  formed  the  basis  of  tkt 
reply  and  addresses  io  question  ;  hot  iti* 
not  less  the  desire  of  the  chainoaa  t» 
take  to  himself  his  full  share  of  tit 
demerits  of  those  papers,  and  to  gnt 
to  others  the  credit  for  much  unsuiswentir 
matter.  Never  has  the  chairmsui,  ho  flis- 
ttrs  himself,  shrunk  from  responsifaiitT 
of  his  acts  or  his  signature ;  and  «h^ 
he  acknowledges  his  many  errors  tti 
faults,  he  never  will'  add  to  Jjiem  hj  tfe 
unwortliy  part  of  shifting  Jo.  others  ar 
sliare  of  blame  which  ought'  to  attack  ti 
himself.  ^ 

"  We  are, 

**  Gentlenoen, 
*'  Vour  most  obedient, 
"  humble  sertaots, 

(Signed)  '^  Wm.  Ajtku. 

"  CaAs.GRASii/ 
'*  Kast  India  house, 
yth  April,  I8il. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  FridiT 
the  tiod  November,  1810: 

The  court,  4)ursuaut  to  their  adjoiini»fsi 
on  the  :>;()th  instant,  proceedinp;  to  take 
into  consideration  further  proceediB$i 
as  to  tiie  cases  of  thesnspenaed  Mairti 

^fficcrs : 

The  under  -  mfientiooed  pardculars*  wc3t 
read;  viz. 

Extract  of  a  general  orcler  by  govemaei^ 
dated  the  :$  1st  January,  1809. 

Extract  of  ^^eucral  letters  from  Fort  & 
George,  in  the  military  AepmrtBCit, 
dated  the  31  st  January^  18(^,  WfA  ^ 
February,  1W)9. 
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General  order  by  the  romnjandor-iD-chief  ,inf8  on  Tuesday  last,  opon  the  cases  of 


lientenant  -  general    Macdowall,    dated 

tath  Jannary,  1B09. 
Extract  of  judge  advocate  general's  letter 

to  tlie  government  of  Fort  St.  George, 

dated  20th  February,  1B09. 
Extract  letter  from  the  governor  general 

in  council,  to  the  government  of  Fort 

St-  George,  dated  «Oth  February,  1809. 
A  memorial  from  m^jor  Boles  to  the  court, 

dated  tlie  «3d   February,    J 80?,    with 

several  enclosures. 
Extract  of  general  letter  from  Madras  to 

the  court,  in  the  military  department, 

dated  28th  February,  in09. 
Extract  general  letter  to  Fort  St.  Georjife, 

in  the  military  department,  dated  15th 

September,  1809. 
Hrliniite  of  sir  George  Barlow,  dated  the 

1  St  May,  1809. 
Paper  of  authorities    submitted  by   tlie 

judge  advocate  general,  as  to  an  officer 

being  justified  in  yielding  obedience  to 

illegal  commands  of  his  superiors. 
Ix^tter  from   sir  George   Barlow  to  lord 

Minto,  dated  the  1st  April,  1809. 
Extract  circular  letter  from  major-general 

Gowdie,  dated  10th  April,  1809. 
General  orders,  dated  tlie  Ist  May,  1809. 
Extract  letter  from  the  court  of  directors 

to  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George, 

ill   the  military  department,   dated  Uic 

S9th  September,  1809. 
Letter  from  the  governor-general  in  coun- 
cil, to  the  Madras  government,  dated 

theS7thMay,  1809. 
Bengal  secret'  consultations,    dated    the 

16th  March,  1789. 
Madras  military  consultations,    dated  5d 

February,  1809. 


the  suspended  Madras  officers ;  and 

The  general  letter  to  Fort  St.  George, 
dated  the  7tU.  May,  1778,  paragraphs  \% 
and  13,  being  read  ; 

Draft  of  a  proposed  letter*  to  the  under- 
mentioned personages,  transmitting  to  each, 
a  copy  of  the  said  paragraphs,  and  re- 
questing such  information  thereon  as  they 
may  be  severally  enabled  to  give,  was  read 
and  approved ;  viz. 

To  Colonel  Malcolm, 
Lord  W.  Bcntinck, 
SirJ.  F.  Cradock, 
Lient.-col.  Pierce, 
Lieut-gen.  J.  Stuart, 
Lieut-gen.  Harris,  and 
Lieut,  col.  Wilkes. 
On  a  motion, 
Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  fur- 
ther proceedings,  on  the  cases  of  the  sus- 
pended Madras  officers,  which  stands  for 
Friday  next,  be  furtlier  postponed. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Wednes- 
day, the  5th  December,  IS  JO. 
tLi'ttei-s  from  the  under-mentioned  per- 
sonages severally,  in  reply  to  the  court's 
letters  to  them,*  oi  the  ^8th  ultimo,  were 
read  ;  viz. 

From  Lieut-cen.  Sir  J.  Cradock, 
Colonel  H.  Malcolm, 
Lieut-Qol.  H.  Pierce,  and 
lieni.-col.Wilkcs,  all  dated  the  J9tli 
ultimo. 

Lieiit.-gen.  J.  Stuart,  the  30th  ultimo. 

Lord  W.  Bentinck,  tlie  9d  inst.  and 

Litnt.-gen.  Harris,  tlie  t29th  ultimo, 

and  .id  iiLsiant ;  also 


A  letter  from  lieut-col.  Boles,  dated  tlie 
Extract  letter  from  colonel  St.  Leger,  to-  Iht  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter 
the  secretary  at  Fort  St.  George,  dated  1^'rom  major-general  Sir  John  Brathwaite^ 
the  7th  April,  18()9.  hart,  when  commanding  the  army  in  chief. 

Fort  St.  Georsre  secret  considtations,  dated  prescribing  a  line  of  conduct  for  the  adju- 
tant-general of  the  army  at  Madras,  to 
which  is  subjoined,  the  e):tniet  of  the  late 
mar(|uis  Cornwallis's  order  relative  to  the 
precise  duty  of  the  adjutant-general. 
It  was  then,  on  a  motion, 
Ordere*!,  'ITiat  tlic  court  be  specially 
summoned  for  Wednesday  next,  the  l^th 
instant,  for  thr  purpose  of  deciding  npon 
the  case  of  lieut.-col.  Boles. 


tlie  9th,  .SOth,  and   31st  May,  and  9th 

and  IJtli  June,  1809. 
Letter   from    the   secretary  at    Fort  St. 

George,  Id  major  Jtioles,  dated  the  11th 

June,  1809. 
Bciu;al  political  consultations,   dated  the 

'^9ihJuly,  1809. 
^linute  of  William  Peti-ie,  esq.  first  mem- 
ber of  council  at  Fort  St.  George,  dated 

the  r.th  September,  1009. 

The  court  then  adjourned  further  pra- 
cec^ii':s  on  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, till  Tuesday  next. 

At  a  Court  of  Director*,  held  on  Wednes- 
day, tlie  28th  November,  1810, 
The  court* s  attention  being  called  to  cer- 
tain points  connected  with  their  proceed- 


At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Wednes- 
day, tlie  » vfth  December,  1810. 
The  court  now  proceeding,  according  to 
order  of  the  5th  instant,  to  decide  upon 
the  case  of  lieut.-col.  lliomas  Boles,  one 
of  the  suspended  officers  from  the  Madraa 
army. 
The  under  mentioned  letters  which  were 


'  *  This  letter  required  information,  as  to  the  manner  of  publication  of  orders,  in 
the  ac^iitant-general's  office,  and  whether  an/  were  published  jrithout  communication 
with  the  government 

t  These  shew,  that  except  io  the  instance,  where  the  expenditnre  of  pubfic  money 
is  to  be  incurred,  the  orders  of  the  comiuaodei^iA-chicf  are  puhlish(i!d  without  any  com- 
Miuucation  with  the  goveraaiettt* 
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read  on  the  5th  instant,  were  again  read ; 
Tiz. 

From  General  Stuart, 

Colonel  Malcolm, 
Lord  W.  Bentinck, 
Sir  J.  Cradoek,  < 

Colonel  Wilkes, 
Colonel  Pierce,  and 
two  from  general  Harris.  Also  from  lient. 
col.  Boles,  with  enclosures,  which  latter 
were  likewise  read  on  the  5tli  instant. 
A  motion  was  then  made, 
"  Tliat  lient,-col.  lliomas  Boles,  late 
deputy  a(\jntant  general  on  the  Madras 
establishment,  in  the  manner  of  preparing 
and  circulating  to  the  different  statious  of 
the  army,  transcripts  of  the  general  order 
of  lieut.-general  MacdowaU,  dated  the 
*8tli  January,  1809,  and  in  not  only  enter- 
tiinhig  a  public  address  to  him  from  a  com- 
bination of  otlicers  of  the  Madras  army, 
written  in  declared  opposition  to  tiie  autho- 
rity of  the  covemmeHt  of  Fort  St.  George, 
upon  principles  most  manifestly  seditious, 
but  in  accepting,  as  he  does  not  deny  he 
did,  a  pension  given  to  him  by  officers,  on 
those  principles,  was  guilty  of  factious 
disrespect,  insubordination,* and  hostility 
to  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George,  as 
declared  in  the  court's  military  letter  of 
eyth  St-ptember,  1805,  whereby  they  did 
on  those  grounds  suspend  him  from  the 
service,  wter  havii>g  removed,  in  their 
letter  of  the  t5th  September,  1809,  tlie 
suspension  passed  on  him  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Fort  George." 

The  previous  question  being  then  moved 
upon  the  above-mentioned  motion, 

And  a  very  lengthened  debate  taking 
place  thereupon; 
It  was  moved, 

**  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
foregoing  motion  l>e  acyonmed  to  Friday 
next,  at  12  o'clock.** 

And  the  same  being  put,  it  passed  in  tiie 
affirmative. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Friday, 

the  14th  Pecember,  1810. 

The  court  now,  pursuant  to  their  ad- 
journment of  last  court  of  the  i?Ui  instant, 
resuming  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
then  made  reM>ecting  major  Boles, 

A  further  debate  ot'  very  considerable 
length  ensued  j  when 

The  previous  question  upon  tiie  foregoing 
motion,  which  had  been  moved  on  the  1  ^th 
instant,  being  now  put  by  the  ballot ; 

And  the  votes  thereon  appearing  to  be 
equal ; 

The  treasurer  was  called  into  court,  pur- 
suant to  the  directions  contained  in  the 
company's  charter,  and  drew  that  lot  which 
determined  the  question  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  made ; 

And  the  same  being  put  by  the  ballot, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  maip  question  being  now  put  by 
thebfUot^  viz. 


*^  That  major  Thomas  Boles,  late  deputy 
adjutant  general  on  the  Madras  establisb* 
ment,  in  the  manner  of  preparing  and 
circulating  to  the  diffi?rent  stations  of  the 
army,  transcripts  of  the  general  order  of 
lieut.  general  Macdowall,  dated  the  ?dtii 
January,  1809,  and  in  not  only  entertainiBg 
apublic  address  to  him  from  a  combination 
of  officers  of  the  Madras  army,  written  iu 
declared  opposition  to  the  authority  of 
the  government  of  Fort  St.  George,  opoo 
principles  most  manifestiy  seditious,  out 
m  accepting,  as  he  does  not  deny  he  did, 
a  pension  given  to  him  by  officers  on  those 
principles,  was  guilty  of  factions  disre- 
spect, insubordination,  and  hostility  to  the 
government  of  Fort  St  George,  as  declared 
in  the  court's  military  letter  of  the  ^th 
September,  1809,  whereby  they  did  on 
those  groupds  suspend  him  trom  the  serrice, 
after  having  removed,  in  their  letter  of 
15th  September,  1809,  the  suspension 
parsed  on  him  by  the  government  of  Fort 
St.  George." 

And  the  votes  npon  the  said  questioo 
appearing  to  be  equal ; 

The  treasurer  was  again  caUed  into  court, 
and  drew  that  lot  which  determined  the 
question  in  the  negative. 

'  At  a  Court  of  Directors  held  on  Tuesday, 

the  Bth  Janoai^,  1811, 

The  court  again  resuming  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  cases  of  the  suspended  Madras 
officers ; 

It  was  moved, 

**  That  the  papers  connected  vritfa  the 
case  of  lieut.-colouel  the  hon.  A.  St.  Leger^ 
be  uow  read  j" 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  to  amend  the 
said  motion,  by  leaving  out  all  the  words 
after  the  word  "  That "  in  order  to  intro- 
duce in  lieu  thereof,  the  word«, 

**  It  is  due  to  justice,  which  mnst  be  the 
basis  of  all  permanent  and  beneficial  legis- 
lation, to  finish  the  decision  of  the  court 
upon  the  case  of  major  Boles,  npoB  the 
restoration  of  whom  to,  or  renK>val  frooi 
tiie  service,  the  court  is  equally  divided, 
before  the  court  proceeds  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  cases  of  the  other  suspended 
officers,  and  that  this  determination  is 
equally  consonant  with  policy,  as  it  is  with 
justice ;  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  is 
the  more  proper,  as  rebellion  has  been  put 
down,  all  the  above  officers  are  alre^ty 
suspended  from  the  service,  and  are  also 
condemned  by  the  resolution  of  the  conrt 
of  tiie  5th  December,  1809,  though  tttis 
hasty  condemnation  is  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  standing  order  of  the  conrt  of  the 
31st  March,  1795 ;  and  which  resolution 
of  the  5th  December,  must  be  first  revoked, 
before  any  further  measures  can  take  place 
in  these  cases,  according  to  the  necessity 
to  be  preserved  in  all  public  assemblies } 
and  it  also  seems  reasonable,  now  the  late 
rebellion  has    been  quelled^  to  coaaider 
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"What  circuinstaiices  may  be  supposed  to 
have  led  to  it." 

And  *inuiates  of  conrt,  of  the  5th  De- 
cember, 1809;  also, 

The  standing  order  of  court,  of  the  31st 
1795,  being  read. 

The  question  was  put,  *^  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the 
qaestion." 

And  the  same  being  put  by  the  ballot ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
It  was  then  moved. 

*^  That  the  proposea  amendment  stand 
part  of  the  ^ncstion." 

And  it  being  put  by  the  ballot,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

The  following  motion  was  then  made; 
viz. 

"  That  m^or  Boles  be  restored  to  tlie 
coinpany*s  service ;  that  he  be  not  a]lo\%cd 
to  return  to  India  till,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  oonrt  of  directors,  the  situation  of 
affiiirs  at^  Madras  shall  be  such  as  to  render 
his  return  in  alt  respects  proper ;  and  tiiat 
he  be  reprimanded  for  the  intemperate 
expressions  which  are  contained  in  his  last 
memorial." 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  to  amend  the 
said  motion,  by  leaving  out  all  the  words 
after  the  word  **  Tha^"  in  order  to  sub- 
stitute the  following ;  viz. 

"  After  the  fullest  consideration  that 
can  be  given  to  the  case  of  Major  Boles, 
the  supension  of  this  officer  from  the  ser- 
vice, be  continued  until  the  SI  st  January, 
iSit;  and  that  if  the  court  of  directors 
shall  then  be  satisfied  that  tlie  officers  of 
the  Madras  army  are  restored  to  that  state 
of  subordination  and  discipline,  which 
may  make  it  consistent  with  the  good  of 
the  service  to  allow  major  Boles  to  return 
to  India,  be  be  then  permitted  to  do  so, 
and  vrith  his  rank  in  the  service,  but  that 
he  be  at  all  times  considered  ineligible  to 
be  again  employed  in  the  ai^utant  gene- 
rars  office ;  and  further,  that  prior  to  his 
eventual  return  to  India,  he  be  reprimanded 
in  writiuff  by  the  court,  for  the  intemperate 
style  of  his  last  memorial  to  the  court.** 

The  question  was  then  put  by  the  ballot, 
*^  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out, 
stand  part  of  the  said  question  ;** 

And  the  votes  thereon  appearing  to  be 
equal; 

The  treasurer  was  called  into  court,  pur- 
suant to  the  directions  in  the  company's 
charter,  and  drew  that  lot  which  decided 
it  hi  the  affirmative. 

Ihe  main  question  being  then  put  by 
ballot;  viz. 

**  That  nugor  Boles  be  restored  to  the 
company's  service  ;  that  he  be  not  allowed 
to  return  to  India  till,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court  of  directors,  the  situation  of  affairs 
at  Madras  shall  be  such  as  to  render  his 


return  m  all  respects  proper ;  and  that  he 
be  reprimanded  for  the  intemperate  expres- 
sions which  are  contained  in  his  last  memo- 
rial." 

The  votes  appeared  to  be  equal ; 
Upon  which  the  treasurer  was   agaia 
called  into  court,  and  drew  that  lot  wmch 
decided  the  question  in  the  negative. 
At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Tuesday, 
the  5th  February,  1811, 

The  chairman  acquainted  the  court,  that 
it  was  specially  summoned  to  take  into 
further  consideration  the  cases  of  the  sus- 
pended Madras  officers. 

The  following  motion  was  then  made ;  viz. 

"  The  court  having  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  case  of  mi^or  Boles,  and 
having  adverted  to  the  circumstance  of 
the  court  being  ec^nally  divided  upon  the 
subject  of  the  gmlt  or  innocence  of  this 
officer,  deem  it  right  to  lean  to  the  favour* 
able  side  of  the  question,  and  therefore 
resolve  that  his  suspension  from  the  ser- 
vice be  removed;  nut,  as  they  consider 
his  conduct  in  some  particulars  to  be  not 
free  from  blame,  they  are  of  opinion  ^that 
he  should  not  be  permitted  to  return  to 
India  till  the  pleasure  of  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors shall  be  signified  to  him  to  this 
eflect." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  put  by 
the  ballot; 

The  same  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  clause  for  the  general  letter  to  Fort 
St.  George,  prepared  in  consequence  of 
the  foregoing  motion,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. ^ 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  tlie  Court  of  Di- 
rectors to  the  governor  and  council  at 
Fort  St.  George,  in  the  military  depart- 
ment ;  dated  ^id  Feb.  1811. 
1?.—  Having  deemed  it  proper,  before 
we  enter  into  a  detailed  review  of  the 
circumstances  attending  the  case  of  each 
individual  officer,  whose  suspension  ft'om 
the  service  was  announced  in  your  letter 
to  the  secret  committee  of  the  I3th  May, 
1899,  and   of  lieutenant-colonel  Martin, 
to  come  to  some  decision  upon  the  case  of 
major  Boles,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  state 
to  you  our  opinion  upon  it 

13. — After  an  attentive*  perusal  of  all 
the  documents  which  you  have  transmitted 
to  us,  and  paymg  due  attention  also  to 
the  fiirther  explanations  which  have  been 
given  by  major  Boles,  we  are  compelled 
to  declare,  that  the  impression  conveyed 
to  us  by  ^our  original  statement  of  the 
reasons  which  induced  you  to  suspend  that 
officer,  and  the  a^utant-general,  from 
our  service,  and  which  impression  we  de- 
scribed in  general  terms  in  our  letter  to 
vou  of  the  15th  September,  1809,  has  not 
been  removed,  and  accordingly  wf  still 


•  Vide:  antea. 
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think  thtt  tho5^  officers  onf;ht  not  to  hare 
bcrn  snnpendcd  ;  ue  must  ako  state,  that 
wtifn  in  our  letter  to  you  of  the  «yth 
.September,  1 809,  we  contii  me<t  the  suspen- 
sion of  major  Boles  mc  came  to  that 
resolution,  on  the  authority  of  Sir  Georpe 
Barlow's  minute  of  tlie  1st  May,  1809, 
and  raajor'gencral  Gowdit's  eirridar  letter 
of  the  ^  wltieh  is 

referred  to  in  that  minute ;  and  eonsi^lerin^ 
the  difiirult  and  danctTous  situation  in 
vfhieii  your  government  n  as  then  placed, 
we  thoupjht  it  our  dutj-  to  cuseonnttnaiice, 
by  a  Strom;  mark  of  our  displeawre,  any 
conduct  which  appeared  at  that  britieal 
period  to  encouni^e  discontent,  and  to 
weaken  our  autliorlty,  reserving  to  our- 
wlves,  of  course,  the  ultimate  decision 
respecting  the  future  situation,  of  major 
Boies  till  the  receipt  of  further  infotma- 
tion. 

14. — It  appears  that  you  suspended  ma- 
jor Boles  from  the  service,  because,  hav- 
iQj(  autiienticated  by  bi^  sij^naturc^  an;l  cir- 
culated to  the  army  in  his  oilicia I  capacity, 
an  order  from  hiscomni^Hidinicodicci  'icu- 
tenant-general  Macdowall  which  you  con- 
sidered to  be  an  illegal  ordt-r,  and  to  which 
therefore,  in  your«\stimation,  major  Boies 
did  not  owe  obedience,  you  viewed  him 
in  the  li^t  of  an  accomplice  with  lieu- 
tenant-general ISIacdowall  in  his  attempt 
to  insnit  the  goveiumtnt^  and  resist  its  an* 
tbority. 

l.i, — It  18  not  necessary  for  ns  on  the 
present  occasion  to  discuss' the  propriety  of 
lientenant-ceneral  Macdowair.s  conduct  in 
taking  measures  to  bring  the  qnarttr- 
tnaster-Qeni-ral  to  trial  before  a  court  mar- 
tial/and  in  issuing  the  order  of  the  S8tli 
January,  in(H>. 

16. — Our  opinion  on  tlione  points  has 
tlremly  been  stated  to  yon  in  our  iettcr  of 
th«  l.Vili  September  in  that  year;  and  we 
see  no  re^&on  to  depart  from  iU  We  con- 
sider the  order  to  have  been  a  flatjrant 
abuse  of  his.  aulltority,  and  violation  of  his 
duty;  but  we  cannot  dii»covcr  in  it  any 
•uch  inherent  and  obvious  illegality  as 
could  justify  tlie  ailjatant  or  deputy-adju- 
tant-general in  refusin;;  to  obey  tlie  coTn- 
tnand  tlu'v  had  received  from  lieutenant- 
general  Macdo>^ll,  that  the  &aid  order 
should  be  circulated  to  the  army.  We  <lo 
not  mean  to  dispute  that  eases  may  ocenr 
iu  wiiieJran  inferior  officer  would  be  justi- 
fied in  declimog  to  obey  an  order  qt'  his  su- 
perior ;  but  tiiose  cases  are  very  rare,  and 
must  be  strong  indeed  which  can  warrant 
the  former  in  taking  upon  himself  the 
•evere  and  perilous  responsibilitv  of  judg- 
iag  tlte  acts  of  his  superiors,  and  debating 
witli  himself  whether  he  will  yield  obedi- 
ence to  the  orders  oi'  that  superior  ;  and 
though  we  concur  entirely  in  mast  of  tlie 
priciples  inculcated  in  the  very  able  letter 
■wliich  the  governor-general  in  council  ad- 
dressed to  you  on  the  27tli  May^   iSO^j 


we  cannot  by  any  means  coincide  in  tB 
the  sentiments  expressed  in  that  letter  ob 
the  subject  which  we  sire  now  discussiiig. 
It  is  equally  impossible"  for  ns  to  concur 
in  the  opinion  of  the  judf,'e  advocate-gene- 
ral on  tlie  same  subject  ;  and  we  have  not 
been  CO  a  vf  need  I  by  the  numerous  legal 
authorities  wliich  he  cited  in  support  of 
his  doctrine  as  applicable  to  the  case  now 
nnder  consideration  :  we  therefore  coo- 
tinife  of  opinion,  that  major  Boles  ougbt 
not  to  have  been  suspended  from  tbo 
service,  although  it  might  have  been  pro- 
per to  remove  from  so  confidential  a  situa- 
tion a  person  in  whom,  cnnsistently  witk 
the  opinions  you  entertained  respecting  his 
conduct,  you  could  no  longer  piac^e  your 
confidence. 

17. — Having  thus  stated  to  you  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  ns  to  think  that  yon 
ought  not  to  have  suspended  major  Boles 
from  the  servie*-,  we  shall  next  advert  to 
your  proceedingv  in  regard  to  him  subse- 
cjuently  to  his  snspenhion  j  we  allude  par- 
ticularly to  major-general  Gowdie*f<  com- 
munication with  him,  and  >out  refusal  to 
pcrinil  his  proceeding  to  England  on  the 
Lusliington. 

18. — Thinking  that  Major  Boles  did  not 
act  culpably  in  beingmereiy  the  ministerial 
iustnujunt  of  circulating  the  general  order 
of  tlie  2ath  January,  in  obedience  to  the 
comuiand>>  which  he  received  to  tlmt  effect, 
we  must  confess  that  we  are  not  surprised 
at  his  havini;  declined  to  apologize  for  his 
conduct  on  that  occasion  in  any  manner 
wliieh  miirht  imply  an  admission  that  he 
was  conscious  of  its  criminality  ;  and  we 
cou4der  h'ts  explanation  on  that  part  of 
tlie  suhjeci  to  be  satisfactory. 

ly.—  Major  Boles  has  complained  of  your 
refusal  to  allow  of  his  proceeding  to  Eng- 
land in  the  Lashington ;  you  probably 
had  some  strong  reason  for  tliat  deter- 
mination on  your  part;  but  yon  do  not 
assi?rn  any  special  cause,  €L\cept  the  nature 
of  the  service  on  which  that  snip  was  to  be 
employed.  We  are  not  aware,  however, 
that  there  could  have  been  any  objection 
to  his  being  allowed  to  take  his  passage 
in  ihe  Lushington  ;  and  we  think  this  rein- 
sal  imposed  upon  him  an  unnecessary 
hiird&Iiip. 

$0.  — It  only  remains  to  ns  now  to  ad- 
vert to  the  condflct  of  major  Boles  himself, 
subsequently  to  the  period  of  his  suspen- 
sion. 

2  U — tt  would  have  been  very  satis^c- 
ry^o  us  if  with  tlie  view  whioli  we  have 
taken  of  this  ca^e,  M*e  could  have  express- 
ed our  sense  of  the  propriety  of  his  subse- 
qucnt  conduct;  but  tiioujih  the  account 
which  he  has  given  of  his  behaviour  pre- 
viously to  his  departure  from  India  removed 
from  our  minds  the  impi-ession  that  he 
had  become,  widi  his  own  consent,  one  of 
the  rallying  points  for  systematic  resistancei 
we  are  compiled  to  notice;  with  consi- 
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derable  disapprobation,  other  pronunent 
circnmstanccs  ip  his  case. 

i2. — ^It  is  almost  uuneccssary  for  us  to 
declare  onr  entire  concurrence  in  the  sen- 
timents cnntixined  in  Sir  George  15arlow's 
minute  of  the  1st  May,  1809,  with  rcfe- 
ence  to  the  address  to  major  Boles, 
and  the  criminality  o€  any  mihtary  comhi- 
naiion  with  a  view  to  controul  and  ceusuie 
tlie  acts  of  the  government,  and  to  give 
a  general  indemnity  to  ihoie  persons 
-whose  conijuct,  in  the  opinion  of  that 
government,  may  be  deserving  of  punish- 
ment. It  makes  no  difference,  in  our 
estimation,  whether  the  conduct  of  tlie 
government  has  or  has  not  been  such  as  we 
ean  entirely  approve.  They  are  respon- 
sible only  to  us  for  their  actions,  and  we 
feel  it  to  be  our  boundcn  duty  to  uphold 
their  legitimate  authority.  If  any  one 
of  our  servants  conceives  himself  aggriev- 
ed by  an  act  of  the  government,  in  wliich 
he  is  personally  interested,  we  arc  at  all 
times  ready  to  afford  redress  >vhen  the  cir- 
cum>tanccs  of  tJie  case  appear  to  us  to  re- 
quire it ;  but  the  case  must  rest  on  its  own 
merits,  ami  anj^  attempt  to  strengthen  it  by 
military  combmatiou  must  he  decidedly 
resisted. 

23.— It  doe^  not  appear  frt)m  any  of 
your  proceedings  that  meyor  Boles  took  any 
part  in  promotingthe  address  and  subM'iip- 
tion  in  his  favour,  and  in  a  memorial 
which  he  addressed  to  us  on  the  )  9th  No- 
Tcmber  last,  he  positively  denies  any  such 
interference.  Admittiug  the  tnitU  of  this 
statement  (and  we  see  no  reason  to  doubt 
it)  he  certainly  is  not  responsible  for  th*? 
criminality  of  that  proceedinij  in  others  j 
and  if  the  whole-  of  his  conduct  hail  heen 
regulated  by  the  same  unqnaliBed  forbear- 
ance, he  would  have  been  entitled  to  the 
full  benefit  of  it  when  his  case  came  fmally 
to  be  decided.  In  tlie  memoriaj^ however, 
there  is  no  denial  of  his  having  accepted 
the  snbscription  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  pre- 
sume from  the  statement  contained  in  it, 
that  he  has  actually  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
that  most  unmilitary  proceeding. 

24. — \Vc  cannot  suppose  it  possible  that 
our  rAeaning  can  be  so  far  misunderstood 
as  that  we  condemn,  or  would  be  disposed 
to  censure  in  the  slightest  dcgwe,  every 
pecuniary  assistance  which  inrUvidual  offi- 
cers may  be  inclined  to  afibrd  to  a  brother 
oflBcer  in  circumstances' of  embarr:^-  .iicnt 
and  misfortune ;  but  when  tliat  assi^.  k.  it'is 
offered  and  accepted  on  such  prinoip^es, 
and  from  such  motives  as  were  publicly 
promulgated  in  a  paper  so  reprehensible 
as  the  address  to  major  Boles,  the  person 
consenting  to  receive  it  makes  himself  in  a 
great  degree  a  party  to  the  act 

25. — We  have  already  referred  to  major 
^         Boles's  memorial  of  the   19th  November 
last,  and  we  have  allowed  him  the  full  be- 
nefit of  every  thing  contained  in  it,  but 
there  are  several  passaf  es  in  that  paper 


which  it  has  been  impossible  for  ns  to  pemsc 
without  considerable  dissatisfaction  -,  and 
we  regret,  that  in  pleading  his  own  cause, 
msgor  Bolos  should  have  thought  himself  at 
Uberty  to  advert  in  offensive  terms  to  the 
conduct,  of  not  only  his  superior  olficer, 
major-general  Gowdie,  but  also  of  the  go- 
veriior-generaL  We  cannot  admit  that 
there  existed  tlie  least  necessity  for  his  adopt- 
ing language  of  tliat  description,  and  his 
conduct  in  that  particular  has  contributed 
to  produce  an  unfavourable  impression  on 
our  minds. 

26. — Having  thus  explained  to  yon  ttk^ 
view  which  we  have  taken  of  major  Bolcs's 
case,  we  have  now  to  sicnify  to  you,  that 
we  have  resolved,  tliat  his  suspension  from 
the  service,  imposed  by  our  letter  of  tbo 
ii9th  September,  1809, '  be  removed  ;  but 
he  is  not  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  India 
till  he  shall  have  received  onr  special  per- 
mission so  to  do. 

To  the  honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  of 
the  East  India  company. 
Gentlemen, 

Considering  tlie  question,  lately  discussed 
in  court,  respecting  the  conduct  of  major 
Boies,  to  be  of' great  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic interest  of  India,  as  well  as  to  the  cha- 
racter of  tlie  court  of  dircf^tors,  I  haye 
deemed  it  essential  to  the  jtibtification  of 
my  own  conduct  on  this  occasion,  to  com- 
mit ray  sentiments  to  writing  in  a  paper ; 
which  I  beg  may  be  admitted  on  the  minates 
of  this  court. 

It  will  appear  from  this  view  of  mi^or 
Boles's  case,  taken  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
discussion,  and  which  no  hubsequent  argu- 
ment or  occurrence  has  uiduced  me  to  alter, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  perceive 
the  propriety  of  tlie  latter  part  of  the  mo- 
tion, which  passed  the  court  in  the  following 
terms :  , 

"  Resolved,  that  his  (m^or  Boles's)  sus- 
pension be  removed  -,  but  as  the  court  con- 
sider his  conduct  in  some  particulars  to  be 
not  free  from  blame,  tliey  are  of  opinion, 
tliat  he  siiould  not  be'  permitted  to  return 
to  India  till  the  pleasure  of  the  court  of 
directors  shall  be  signified  to  him  for  that 
purpose.'* 

Instead  of  this  decision,  the  measure, 
which  in  my  opinion  wa«  due  to  the  indi- 
vidual, and  whieh  the  state  of  affairs  al>road 
appeared  particularly  to  call  for,  was  a  sig- 
nal aud  exemplary  act  of  justice,  in  a  case 
where  the  original  wrong,  and  the  pertina- 
cious adherence  to  it  on  tlie  part  of  the 
iMadras  government  were  manifest,  and 
could  not  by  any  ingenuity  of  argument  or 
weight  of  authority  be  concealed  from  ihte 
world. 

I  slionld  consequently  most  readily  have 
concurred  in  the  full  and  complete  acquit- 
tal qf  major  Boles  from  all  tlie  €luirge» 
brought  against  him  in  India  ;  and  have 
agreed  even  to  compensate  him  for  any  loss 
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he  may  have  sastahied  in  conseqnence  of 
the  unnecessary  severity  of  the  Madras  go- 
vernment, Y^hicb  prevented  his  proceed- 
ing; on  the  ship  on  which  he  had  taken  bis 
passage  to  Enjsland. 
I  have  the  honour  to  he, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient ,  bumble  servant, 
(Signed)  S.  Davis. 

Portland  Place, 
18th  February,  1811. 

With  respect  to  the  merits  of  mijor 
Bole's's  case,  much  the  greater  part  of  the 
papers  which  have  been  read  might  have 
been  omitted.  Even  tbe  reasonings  on  it 
by  lord  Minto  and  Sir  O.  Barlow  appear 
more  in  justification  of  their  own  measures, 
'  or  in  the  spirit  of  an  advocate  for  the  pro- 
secution of  tbe  charges,  than  as  if  urged 
solely  with  a  view  to  aiford  an  impartial 
exposition  of  the  circumstances  upon  which 
the  charges  are  founded. 

The  whole  evidence  we  have  of  major 
Boles's  conduct  in  regard  to  the  circulation 
of  the  offensive  order,  an  act  for  which  he 
Was  suspended  the  service,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  paper  transmitted  by  lord  Minto  to 
the  late  chairman.  In  this  paper,  John 
Green,  a  conductor  of  ordnance  and  head 
clerk  in  the  acyutant  general's  office,  gives 
an  account  bearing  every  appearance  of 
authenticity  of  tlie  circumstances  of  the 
transaction  in  question.  Beyond  this  do- 
cument there  is  not  a  word  to  be  found  in 
all  the  papers  brought  forward  which  in 
the  least  degree  relates  to  major  Boles^  or 
his  conduct  antecedent  to  his  suspension ; 
and  therefore  from  his  conduct^  as  it  shall 
be  explained  and  accounted  tur  on  the 
grounds  of  this  paper,  he  must  stand  or 
taU.  If  it  shall  appear  that  major  B.  in 
any  degree  went  out  of  the  ordinary  course 
of  his  duty,  either  to  hasten  the  publication 
of  the  order  in  ^uesti<m,  or  to  withhold  the 
knowledge  of  it  from  the  government  of 
Fort  St.  George,  a  fair  inference  may  be 
drawn  that  his  motive  was  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  seditious  views  imputed  to  tbe 
commander-in-chief,  and  the  charges  which 
have  been  urged  against  htm  of  **  becom- 
ing a  willing  instrument,  -and  of  lending 
himself  to  the  commander-in-chief,**  as  well 
as  the  greater  part  if  not  the  whole  of  the 
evil,  which  has  been  alleged  against  him  in 
India,  and  Imputed  to  him  in  this  house, 
may  with  some  colour  of  justice  be  consi- 
dered as  established.  The  paper  alluded 
to  ought  therefore  to  be  examined  with  the 
strictest  attention ;  and  fortunately  it  is 
written  in  a  maimer  that  involves  no  ambi- 
guity  whatever,  nor  leaves  the  least  doubt 
m  regard  to  the  real  nature  of  the  occur- 
rences described,  which  take  np  the  short 
space  of  time  from  the  afternoon  of  Satur- 
day the  28th  January,  to  some  part  of  the 
following  Monday.  We  leanf  from  this 
paper^  that  in  the  aAemoonof  Saturday 


the  manuscript  order  was  given  to  Gfeci 
(he  thinks  and  we  may  admit)  by  Boles. 
It  contained  special  instmctioiia  in  the 
hand-writing  of  the  commander-in-ciieff 
and  addressed  to  Capper,  for  its  ctrculatin, 
as  far  as  possible  the  same  night.  We  leaun 
further  from  the  latter  part  of  this  paper 
of  evidence  adduced  by  Green,  that  in  re- 
gard  to  circulating  general  orders  to  the 
governor,  the  adjutant-general  liad  atwayi 
made  it  a  point,  when  at  Madras,  of  do^ 
this  himseUr.  Manuscript  orders  were  ac- 
cordingly sent  to  some  of  tbe  oot-statioai 
tbe  same  night,  but  no  copy  was  yet  sent 
to  the  governor.  The  reason  for  hasteim^ 
the  order  to  thfe  out-stations,  wvs  probably 
the  early  expected  departure  of  tiie  co»- 
mander-m-chief  -,  but  nothing  as  yet  occvs 
to  account  for  their  being  winiheld  from  the 
governor.  On  the  ntxt  day,  Sunday, 
Bolcs*s  [superior  officer.  Capper,  was  hioh 
self  at  the  office,  but  did  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  send  the  order  to  the  governor. 
Capper  left  his  office  to  attend  the  coo- 
mander-in-chief  on  board  the  ship,  aa  Iflia- 
wise  soon  after  did  major  Boles,  and  die 
office  was  shut  np  after  their  aepaitnre. 
At  a  later  hour,  Boles  returns  to  the  office, 
and  brings  ^ith  him  copies  of  the  order 
which  had  by  this  time  been  printed,  and 
with  his  assistant,  captain  Mc  Downll,  sat 
down  to  sign  these  orders  for  transBoisiiin 
to  the  outstations,  but  still  no  copy  his 
yet  been  transmitted  to  the  governor.  It 
happened  unfortunately  for  major  Boles, 
tliat  when  lord  Minto  procured  tbe  infi»i> 
mation  under  consideration,  no  enquiry  was 
made  of  the  deponent  Green,  in  renu^to 
what  he  mi^^ht  have  understood  to  oe  the 
cause  of  this  delay  ;  for  had  he  been  asked 
that  question,  it  is  more  than  probable  he 
would  liave  answered,  that  the  delay  was 
owin^,  not  to  Boles,  but  to  his  sopeiior. 
Capper^  who  when  at  Madras  always  nude 
it  a  pomt  to  send  a  copy  of  such  orders 
himself  to  the  governor.  This  answer 
would  have  agreed  with  what  did  actnally 
happen,  for  we  find  that  the  next  monusg 
Capper  actually  came  to  tlie  office,  and,  as 
far  as  it  appears,  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  sign  and  send  to  the  governor  a  copy  of 
the  order  himself  agreeably  to  what  Gteea 
states  to  have  been  the  practice,  whtck 
Capper  made  it  a  point  to  observe. 

lue  demeanor  of  Capper  when  at  dK 
office,  may  in  part  explain  the  canse  of  the 
order  being  delayed  to  this  time.  He  is 
represented  angry  at  not  finding  a  printed 
order  which  he  might  sign  and  send^  aad 

E refers  taking  a  printed  one,  thoagh  Hgned 
y  Boles,  to  a  manuscript  one  to  aign  hiah 
self.  It  should  hence  appear,  that  printed 
copies  were  usually  sent  to  the  govenar, 
and  that  Capner,  a  part  of  the  time  at  kail, 
had  waited  ror  the  order  to'  be  printed, 
as  he  did  at  last  send  a  printed  one, 
siiipied  by  Boles,  there  being  not  a 
printed  order  left^  rather  than  one  in  i 
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leript  with  bte  own  signature.  Bnt  what- 
ever might  have  been  Capper's  motive  for 
delay,  no  irregularity  can  reasonably  be  as- 
cribed to  Boles,  for  putHng  the  obsolete 
regulation  found  in  the  office,  and  referred 
to  by  lord  Minto,  out  of  the  question  ;  and 
no  reasonable  person  will  be  induced  to 
draw  from  it  any  consequences  to  Boles ; 
the  conduct  of  Boles  appears  to  have  been 
exactly  such  as  was  comormable  to  his  duty 
0n  or<Unary  occasions,  during  the  presence 
'Bt  Madras  of  his  superior.  Capper.  If  it 
be  observed,  that  this  was  no  ordinary  oc- 
casion, but  one  that  called  for  manircsta- 
tion  of  fidelity  and  zeah  such  as  should 
have  induced  a  well-afiectcd  person  in 
Boles's  situation,  to  have  shewn  the  order 
to  the  governor  in  the  tint  instance,  with- 
out re^urd  to  military  subordination :  to 
this  I  reply,  that  affairs  had  not  at  that 
time  grown  into  a  crisis  exhibiting  any  im- 
pending danger  of  the  nature  which  after- 
wards happened,  and  that  the  terms  of  the 
order  ui  (juestion,  did  not  prim&  facie  bear 
that  obvious  sedition  which  should  have 
rendered  it  criminal  in  any  inferior  officer 
not  to  perceive  and  oppose  himself  to  its 
circulation,  more  especially  after  the  recent 
experience  of  an  order,equiLlly  inflammatory , 
having  passed  under  the  notice  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Fort  St.  George,  witliout  any 
objection  being  publicly  made  to  it ;  but  as 
this  point  is  a  matter  of.  opinion,  to  be  de- 
termined b]^  the  import  of  the  order  in 
question,  as  it  may  strike  the  reader,  it  can- 
not well  be  argued  upon,  but  must  be  left 
to  the  judgment  of  every  impartial  person. 

It  has  been  most  erroneously  urged,  that 
during  tlie  period  referred  to,  Capper  was 
absent  from  Madras,  and  that  the  duties  of 
adjutant-general  had,  during  the  last  period 
in  question,  devolved  on  Boles,  who  conse- 
quently was  accountable  for  the  delay  m 
sending  the  order  to  the  governor  ;  but  this 
assertion,  whoever  may  make  it,  stands  in 
the  face  of  the  only  evidence  we  have  on 
the  subject,  which  is  Green's  testimony. 
This  testimony  establishes  die  presence  of 
Capper,  not  only  at  Madras,  bnt  at  the 
offiee  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  repre- 
sents him  absent  only  as  Boles  himself  was, 
to  accompany  the  commander-in-chief  to 
liis  ship.  It  IS  therefore  extremely  unrea- 
sonable, to  impute  to  Boles  the  delay  which 
occurred  in  sending  the  order  to  the  gover- 
nor, because  his  superior  officer  was  all  the 
tiraeactually  at  Madras  as  much  as  Boles 
'  was,  and  by  an  etiquette,  which  it  would 
have  been  disrespectful  in  Boles  to  have 
vioUted,  had  made  it  a  point  to  send,  and 
actually  did  send  the  older  himself  to  the 
governor,  and  it  is  totally  incomprehensible 
in  what  potaible  sense  it  can  be  affirmed  of 
Boles,  tint  be  lent  himself,  or  became  a  wil- 
ling mstrument,  or  conspired,  or  concurred 
in  spreading  sedition,  when  in  the  transac- 
tion in  question^  it  is  most  clear  that  he 
acted,  to  use  an  unmilitary  tenPi  at «  meie 


clerk  In  office,  under  the  dh'pction  of  his 
superior  wlio  was  present,  and  who  after- 
wards did  actually  desire  to  take  the  whole 
blame  upon  himself. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  may  be 
asked,  how  did  it  happen  that  sir  George 
Barlow  imputed  to  Boles  what  was  so  clear- 
ly due  to  Capper,  by  suspending  the  former 
instead  of  the  latter,  who  was  present,  and 
ought  to  have  borne  the  weight  of  the  ven- 
geance intended  for  the  offence  ? 

It  will  here  occur  to  those  who  have  at- 
tentively considered  the  case  in  question, 
that  Sir  George  Bariow  does  not  unpnte  to 
any  one  tlie  crime  of  delay  in  sending  him 
the  Older  :  this  imputation  is  a  subsequent 
dbcovery  of  lord  Mmto,  in  his  reasoning  on 
the  case.  The  crime  against  which  Sir  G. 
Barlow  manifested  his  displeasure,  by  sus- 
pending Boles,  was  for  signing  the  order 
which  he  received  from  the  acyutant-gc- 
ral's  office.  Had  it  borne  tlie  signature  of 
Capper,  which  it  ought  and  would  have 
done,  but  for  the  accidental  circumstance 
which  has  been  explained,  Capper  would 
have  been  suspended  instesul  of^  Boles  ;  for 
it  appears  by  Grcen*s  evidence,  that  Clipper 
sought  for  a  blank  order  to  sign,  and  was 
even  angry  at  not  finding  one  IdPt,  to  which 
he  could  affix  his  signature.  Capper,  there- 
fore, sent  one  of  those  which  had  been  signed 
by  Boles,  and  the  suspension  of  Boles  fol- 
lowed ;  not  because  he  was  the  person  who 
sent  it,  but  because  it  accidentally,  and 
contrary  to  Capper's  intention,  happened 
to  bear  the  signature  of  Boles. 

From  so  slight  an  accident  as  this,  have 
such  heavy  consequences  followed  to 
Boles  :~a  man  wholly  innocent  of  any  of- 
fenee,  as  Boles  roust  thus  far  appear  to  be, 
has  been  stigmatized  as  a  traitor  to  the  go- 
vernment under  which  he  served. 

The  next  occasion  on  which  major  Boles's 
conduct  comes  under  consideration,  is  the 
interview  affi>rded  him  by  general  Gow- 
die. 

Sir  G.  Barlow  being  sensible  that  he  had 
gone  too  far  in  suspending  from  the  service 
the  deputy-adjutant-generel,  or,  as  it  may 
perhaps  be  more  correctly  said,  general 
Gowdie  being  of  that  opinion,  the  latter 
offers  to  intercede  to  get  him  reinstated, 
provided  he  ^*  would  make  the  slightest 
apology,  and  say  he  was  sorry  for  what  had 
happened."— Different  opinions  will  be 
formed  of  what  ought  to  have  been  Boles's 
reply,  according  to  the  different  notions  of 
prudence  which  may  be  entertained.  Some 
mav  think  it  would  have  been  no  great  sa- 
crifice in  Boles  to  have  put  himself  so  far 
in  the  wrong  as  to  have  said,  whatever  he 
might  have  thonght,  tliat  he  was  sorry  for 
what  had  happened,  more  especially  when 
reinstated  in  his  office,  and  emohiments 
were  to  be  the  reward  of  this  concession. 
Men  of  high  spirit,  whether  of  the  military 
or  civil  professions,  might  think  otherwise, 
and  fee  ID  the  baseness  of  such  a  concession 
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more  eril  and  disc^aietade  than  could  revolt 
from  pecuniary  privation  and  distress.  Th« 
latter  was  the  determination  of  Boles  ;  who, 
relyinit  perhaps  on  the  jtutice  he  might  ex- 
pect in  an  appeal  to  the  authorities  at  home, 
disdained  the  offer  made  him  of  Gowdie's 
intercession,  and,  with  a  tone  heightened 
probably  by  a  sense  of  the  harsh  treatment 
lie  had  received,  exclaimed,  that  he  was 
**  not  sorry  for  any  thing  that  had  happen- 
ed.'* 

It  will  probably  not  be  obvious  to  com- 
mon sense,  thaty'  in  this  detennination 
ef  Holes^  or  in  the  language  he  made 
use  of,  any  fresh  o^ence  could  have  been 
committed.  He  ^erlainty  had  the  right  of 
choice,  either  to  rely  on  tl^  justice  to  be 
sought  for  at  home,  or  to  accept  of  rcstora** 
tion  on  the  terms  offered ;  and  as  to  his 
not  being  sorry  for  any  thing  tliat  had  . 
happened,  the  meaning  cannot,  by  any 
&ir  construction,  be  referred  to  any*  thing 
beyond  what  had  happened  to  himself  iii^ 
issuing  the  order  of  tlie  commander  in  chiet 
as  already  described:  moreover,  nothing 
yet  had  happened  of  importance  besides 
the  general  dissatisfaction  which  ensued 
from  the  measure  adopted  by  sir  G.  Barlow, 
4tf  suspending  Uoles  from  the  service.  The 
revolt  <.ftheaimy  was  a  subsequent  occur- 
rence, at  this  tiliie  probably  not  in  contem- 
plation by  any  of  the  parties.  It  cannot 
lail,  therefore,  of  appealing  extraordi- 
»ary,  that  to  tiiis  refusal  of  Holcs's  to  apo- 
logize for  a  transaction  in  which,  as  far  as 
lie  had  been  coricrmed,  there  had  been 
no  real  cause  of  olhnce,  a  }iireater  deurcj 
of  biame  should  be  attached  by  the  direc- 
tors tiian  t'l  any  thing  of  Which  BoWh  had 
bttn  yet  a  reused.  They  liad  restored  Boies 
to  the  service;  but,  on  leceiving  tiie  dis- 
yAUh  resprciin^  his  refusal  to  apohr^ze, 
they  not  ouly  suspend  hitii  fiom 
tht'  .servirc,  but  speak  of  his  eondurt  in 
terms  which  the  e vidcoce  Itelore  tliem  does 
»i(»t  appear  by  any  means  to  justify,  namely, 
**  as  acting  in  opposition  to  the  sense  of 
V  the  jfovernwenf,  and  of  glorying  in  that 
opposition  ;~that,  *'  witlt  his  own  consent, 
lii.s  ras»e  had  become  the  rallying  point  for 
.Nystenuitie  resistance  to  the  government 
in  support  ol'  pernicious  and  unfounded 
doctrines,  and  of  factious  opposition  to  the 
jrovtruMuiil."  Tlicde  heavy  accusations, 
as  applied  to  Boles,  can  be  understood 
only  on  a  supposition  that  on  the  receipt 
if  the  dispatch  abovenuntioned,  tlie 
ilirrctors  atuudcd  moreto  theobservnlioas 
<if  sir  CH'or;ie  linrlow  on  Uie  conduct  of 
iioUs,than  they  did  to  iheevidwico  before 
(tum  of  his  conduct.  Sir  George  Barlow 
iiLsei  vts  "  tliut  »liat<'\er  doubt  might  have 
been  entertained  of  Boles's  suspension  for 
a  Cfisual  etror  or  inconsiderate  mistake, 
theu*  eoidd  be  no  dilterence  of  opinion  to 
the  mce>:flity  of  pun  shment,  when  he  thus 
(by  his  answer  to  Gowdie)  deliberately 
attempted  to  vindicate  hid  act  (of  isMUng 


the  order  withpot  itrst  alMwisg  it  to  te 
gofefoor  ef  Fort  St.  George)  and  erca  t# 
consider  it  aa  meritorious,"    Sir  Georfe 
goes  on  to  observe,  that  **  Bolea's  csosdaet 
might  have  proceeded  from  an  erroneoua 
mode  of  thinking,  aBd  from  an  audfacrence 
to  false  principles,  but  if  men  wiU  persUt 
in  their  error%  aad  maintain  their  ftlie 
principles,   they  must  alto  abide  by  the 
conse<]uencts    *of    such    conduct.'*     Sir 
George  proceeds  to  say,  that  he  '^  tbere* 
fore  considered  the  case  of  Bolea  to  be 
one  holding  forth  to  an  army  priociplet  of 
the    most  dangerous    tendency,     for    if 
soldiers  are  sulered  to  acknowledge  no 
superior  but  their  general,  a  totnl  disso- 
Intion  of  «all  legal  government  most  ensoe.*^ 
Now  with  wtotevcr  truth  and  propriety 
these  observationa  might  apply  to  Capper 
the  adjutant  general,  it  has  clearly  been 
shewn,  from  what  passed  in  issuing  the  or* 
ders,  at  Madras,  that  no  part  of  them  can  in 
reason  and  justice  be  applied  to  Boles, 
any    more  tiian  they  could   to    captain 
MacdowaU,  Boles's  assistant,   or  to  any  of 
tlie  brigade  majors  or  adjutants  throogh 
whose  lAuds  tlie  orders  in  qnestion  pasted 
into  the  orderiy  books  of  the  army.    It 
may  not  however  be  difikvlt  to  discoTer 
the  cause  of  sir  George  Barlow's  severe 
aniihadversions  on  the  conduct  ascribed  to 
Boles.    He  had  most  unjustly,    as  it  ap- 
peared to  the  army,  and  as  it  must  ap- 
£  ear    to  the    world,    suspended    Bokn. 
[e  was  himself  coosckms   that    it    was 
a  hasty  step,    and  he  wished  to  retrace 
it,  but  to  do  this  in  a  direct  manner  would 
be  to  acknowledge  an  error,  wlucfa  was  an 
act  not  congenial  to  his  tikielings,  and  per- 
haps, as  he  dionght,  neither  tiecoming  the 
dignity  of  the  government,  nor  suitaMe  to 
the  existing  spirit  of  the  times ;  he  there* 
fqfe  sought   tlirough  Gowdie   to  obtain, 
uuden    the    hope    of  reinstatement,    the 
convent  of  Bole«  to  puthui\self  inthe  wrongs 
by  confessing  himself  sorry  for  what  bad 
happened.      Failing  in  this  attempt,  and 
finding  that  the  suspension  of  Boles  had 
rabed  a  flame,  and  became  a  rallying  point 
for  the  disaffected  officers,  it  became  neces- 
sary for  sir  George  to  make  the  best  defence 
he    could  ot    the  condition  into  which  he 
tlius  had  precipitately  fallen.    Under  this 
view  of  the  case,  and  under  tliis  ouly,  will 
the  commentB  and  reasonini^s  both  of  kmt 
Miuto   and  sir  GeorgeBariow  on  Boles'k 
_case,    become  intelligible.    Lord    Miato, 
on  the  first  intelligence  of  the  disturbance 
saw  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  aflbrd* 
ing  bis  support  to  the  |i;overnmeiit  of  Ma* 
dras,    and   of   approving    generally   the 
measures  adopted  ny  the latjter.     It  wouhi 
have   been  inconsistent  with  this  princi- 
ple, to  have  made  an  exception  even  In 
favonr  of  Boles,  of  whose  case  Ids  lord- 
ship at  first  did  actnally  entertain  some 
doubts,  and  his  lordship  therefore  pursues' 
a  train  of  rca«oiuiif  until  he   confenct 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


STATE  PAPERS. 


301 


that  be  began  to  entertain  doubts  of  the 
reasonableness  even  of  those  doubts,  and 
concludes  hU  conuuenti  on  Boles's  case 
with  a  most  unfair  representation  of  that 
officer's  conduct  at  Madras,  founded  on 
an  obsolete  regulation  of  M)  years  standujar, 
discovered  to  be  in  the  adjutdnt-gencrdi's 
office,  prescribing  tiie  mode  to  be  ob- 
aerved  in  i.<tsuin^  general  orders.  Bnt 
tiie  obsolete  ryle  in  qnestiou,  has  be^n  set 
at  rest  by  the  explanations  anordcd  by 
pisvjor  Pearcc,  anU  other  compttxnt  aii- 
thoiities,  and  the  whole  reasoning  upon 
it  must  fall  to  tiie  ground,  as  mu&t  alsu, 
to  every  candid  mind,  tlie  rcsonin^^u 
-  and  inferences  of  sir  George  Bartgw  on 
tht:  same  subject,  and  Boles  mu.stbc  Ui(i  to 
be  judged  by  the  evidence  which  has  been 
received  of  his  conduct;  which  evidence 
it  may  truly  be  insisted  on,  is  ccaipri- 
'  aed  in  the  two  documents  above  descri- 
bed, viz.  Green's  evidence  an  I  Gow- 
flie*s  report.  Tliese  documents  are  s^o 
far  from  establishing  the  charges  made 
against  Boles  of  lending  hiiustif,  and 
becoming  a  willing  instrument,  and 
of  entering  into  the  seditioiis  vie  ws  of 
the  commander  in  ^ief,  that  it  is  absolute- 
ly impossible,  from  any  tiling;  contained 
In  these,  cven'to  discover  what  were  actually 
Botes's  sentiments  on  the  dispute  exist- 
ing between  the  government  and  the 
commander  in  chief;  or  to  discover 
whether  he  approved  or  4M^PPi'<>v^d 
the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  latter. 
From  any  thing  that  appears  in  this 
crideoce.  Boles  may  have  been,  as  he 
has  described  himself,  an  inoffensive  pei  - 
con,  pas)«ing  his  time,  \\hen  not  officially 
employed,  in  retirement,  and  takinl? 
no  part  whatever  in  tiie  casting  disputes, 
and  in  no  habit  of  confidenre,  or  even  of 
great  intimacy,  with  .the  commander  -  in- 
chief. 

It  has  been  seen  in  what  manner  Boles 
fell  nnder  the  ijispleasure  of  tjie  govern- 
ment of  Fort  St.  George,  instead  .of  Cap- 
per, by  the  mere  accident  of  the  pnnled 
order  sent  to  sir  George  Biiilow,  not 
being  signed  by  the  latter  as  was  intended, 
and  would  have  happened,  had  there  been 
a  printed  copy  let^  for  him  to  si^o.  It 
also  appears,  that  sir  George  Barlow 
was  wdling  to  restore  Boles,  could  Boles 
bave  been  i>rought  to  render  himself  con- 
temptible to  the  army,  and  to  the  world, 
by  expressing  sorrow,  and  thus  obtaining 
reinstatement  at  tiie  expense  of  his  ho- 
nour ;  and  that  failing  in  this  attempt, 
Boles  has  been  left  by  sir  G.  Barlow  to 
pursue  his  appeal  to  the  couit  of  directors. 
The  policy  of  this  step  may  well  be  dis- 
^ted,  for  it  may  be  iairiy  assumed^  that 
mischief  was  less  likely  to  ensue  from  a 
magoanimoas  acknowledgment  of  a  mis- 
take committed  in  regard  to  the  snspen- 
fion  of  Boles^  than  irotn  perseverance 
la  tiiat  error,  whereby  Boles  did  actiialljr 


become  **  a  rallying  point  for  tlie  dis» 
affected  officers,"  to  give  a  colouring  to 
their  sedition,  not  with  his  own  consent, 
as  has  been  iinfuirly  uasiTled,  but  by 
the  lirniness,  in  this  instance  misapplied, 
of  the  govt  rnmtnt  of  Fort  St.  Gt  orge.  - 

But  notwitlistandinj;  alltiiat  can  be  said 
in  dtftucc^of  maior  Bolts,  it  i.~  obsicived, 
Hiat  his  acquittal  might  b'-ij;;  disrepute 
upon  the  governmt  nt  of  siv  G.  i>4ru»v> 
wl:o  has  pnjnounced  hitn  d-sorvingof  p«- 
nislin^i'nt,  and  weaken  h\<  auihoiily;  and 
that  th  rt  lum  of  mwjov  IJclis  to  Ids  stit- 
tion,  iiud  to  the  rtsiri.»pll((U  af  his  office, 
iiiitlit  Hilbrd  u  'tru:n>:lj  to  the  lute  dis- 
atVt  cled  officers,  nnd  ^crve  lu  keep  alive 
that  spint  of  st<lilioii.  wiiivh  ti'ou^rh  sub- 
dued, has  n)n;  e!ly  d!.<?ppcarcd,  b:it  may 
brcik  or.tagamal,some  futuu'  period. 

U'tre  these  arj^uineats  admisirible,  the 
dinetoni  might  have  spared  tlu  inselves  tlie 
trouble  of  invesiicratiu:;  any  fjrUicr  than 
was  necessary,  to  ascertain  what  was  the 
opinion  of  the  govtTLnjcnt,  on  the  cas^  n 
question ;  bat  it  is  not  tJie  opinion  of  that 
government,  nor  of  the  court  of  directors, 
that  can  alter  the  nature  of  things,  or  make 
that  right  which  is  obviously  wronjf.  If  the 
ease  he  truly  represented  in  ti^e  forecoiuif 
part  of  this  paper,  it  mu&t  appear  t!iat  major 
Boles  has  been  most  unjustly  dealt  with,  and 
that  the  circurastancei^  under  which  sir  G« 
Barlow  acted,  whether  of  apparent  neces- 
sity, or  of  precipitanev,  make  no  difference 
to  major  Boles,  the  effect  bcini?  to  him  in 
cither  case  just  the  same.  The  attention 
of  the  settlement  abroad,  is  no  doubt  turn- 
ed  to  the  issue  of  this  investigation,  and 
common  sense  will  not  find  much  difficulty 
in  determining  whether  llie  redress  sonoht 
for,  ought  or  ouglit  not  to  be  :ifforded, 
for  if  not,  it  must  be  uzulerstood  tliai  the 
affairs  of  the  company  are  fnlU  n  into  a 
slate  so  new  and  peculiar,  as  to  detor  thi^ 
directors  at  home  from  vrnturin^j:  to  do 
justice  in  an  appeal  from  abroad,  lest  it 
should  hurt  the  credit,  and  impair  the  au- 
thority of  the  government  which  did  the 
wron^.  But  canit  for  a  mouKut  be  eor- 
tended,  tliat  the  reputation  of  Vim  India 
governments,  or  their  legitimate  authori- 
ties, are  to  be  maintained  by  tolerating 
their  acts  of  unnecessary  severity  and 
oppression;  and  is  it  meant  that  the  rourc 
of  directors  arc  now  to  establish  new  max- 
ims of  policy,  the-  foimdations  of  which  ■ 
are  to  be  laid  in  acts  of  injustice  to  indi- 
viduals ?  Tlie  redress  of  so  great  a  wrong  as 
the  one  under  consideration,  \%illno  doubt 
ptoduce  satisfaction,  and  in  tliat  sense 
afford  a  trii^mph  to  every  liberal  mind, 
as  well  as  to  the  disaffected  otiicers.  But 
does  the  alternative  of  dismissing,  or  of 
continuing  major  Boles  In  a  state  of  inde- 
ffnite  suspension,  afford  the  prospect 
of  more  favourable  sentiments,  or  more 
salutary  effect?  let  this  position  be  ei^a- 
oiitied.    The  unjust  punishment  of  Boles 
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drew  forth  a  flame  from  materials  which 
were  already  in  a  combtistible  state,  and 
nrged  the  infataated  officers  to  acts  of 
madnesfi:  do  the  conseqoences  experi- 
enced from  this  act  of  iinprndence,  af* 
ford  reasonable  hopes  of  any  particular 
bent'iit  or  advantage  to  result  from  dis* 
missing  Boles,  or  from  placing  him  in  a 
state  qf  indefinite  suspension?  Wonld 
it  not  be  more  consistent  with  the  means 
of  insuring  future  tranquillity,  to  manifest 
to  the  Indian  settlements  in  general,  by  the 
proposed  act  of  justice,  that  the  court 
of  directors,  though  firm  in  their  purpose 
of  supporting  their  governments,  and  of 
reprei^sing  and  punishing  the  least  appear- 
ances of  disrespect  or  disobedience  shewn 
towards  them,  are  equally  ready  to  afford  re- 
dress against  ii^uries,  however  dignified  the 
hand  tliat  may  inBict  them ;  and  with  refe- 
rence to  the  late  deplorable  events,  that  al- 
thougii  fully  prepared  and  firmly  determined 
to  punish  insubordination  and  revolt  on  the 
one  side,  they  are  equally  willing  to  enquire 
into,  and  pasA  an  impartial  judgment, 
on  any  precipitancies  or  mistakes  which 
may  have  been  committed,  or  unwarrant- 
able exertions  of  power  which  may  have 
been  exercised  by  the  constituted  autho- 
rities, on  tlie  other  side. 

(Signed)  J.  Davis. 

To  the  honourable  die  Comt  of  Directors 
of  the  Elast  India  company. 
Gentlemen, 
When  1' declared   my    acquiescence  in 
the  resolution  of   the  court  of  directors, 
dated  the  5th  February,  I8tl,*  for  the  qua- 
lified restoration  of  m^or  Boles  to  tlie 
service,  I  gave  notice  of  my  intention  to 
record  tlie  motives  of  public  convenience 
on  which  that  acquiescence  was  founded, 
together  with  a  short  abstract  of  the  whole 
case,  for  the  purpose   of  explaining    the 
resolution  which   in    my  judgment  ouglit 

•to  have  been  adopted  **  for  his  unqualified 
rt* storation  to  the  service,  aud  to  his  office, 
and  for  conferring  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion for  his  pecuniary  losses,  aud  unme- 
rited siifierin^/*  My  acquiescence  in  tlie 
resolution  of  the  5th  February,  was  found- 
ed on  the  necessity  frequently  imposed, 
by  the  course  of  public  affairs,  of  adopting 
tlie  most  practicable  measures  when  the 
best  are  unattainable,  on  the  expediency 

.  of  relieving  the  court  of  directors  from 
an  embarrassment  which  impeded  the  or- 
dinary course  of  business,  and  on  an  ap> 
prehension  tliat  in  the  course  of  discus- 
sion between  numbers  equally  balanced, 
I  might  have  subjected  major  Boles  to 
the  chance  of  dismission  by  the  lot  of 
the  treasurer.  It  may  be  proper,  how- 
ever, to  explain,  that  I  should  not  have 
urg(^  the  return  of  major  Boles  to  India, 
•olong  as  sir  George  Barlow  shall  fill  the 


office  of  governor  of  Fort  St.  Cteorgif^ 
because  snch  a  raeasnre^  however  jmt  to 
a  suffering  itnlividinil.  might  be  injorions 
to  the  public  interests,  by  reviving  those  dis- 
cussions which  i(  ought  now  to  be  the  mala 
object  of  this  court  to  consigii  to  oMivioa. 
and  that  I  look  forward  to  the  period  of 
a  change  in  that  government,  as  that  al 
which  measures  of  conciliation  and  jus- 
tice may  be  expected  to  produce  their 
unimpaired  eflfects ;  but  in  consentikig  to 
postpone  the  completion  of  measures  of 
this  character  until  a  proper  period,  I 
roust  be  tinderstood  most  earnestly  to  de- 
precate the  construction  of  major  Boles 
being  now  detained,  as  a  punishment ''  for 
his  conduct,**  virhich  is  stated  **  in  some 
particulars,**  to  be  "  not  free  from  blame  ;" 
and  to  dtelai-e  my  fixed  opinion,  whicli 
I  have  reason  also  to  consider  G^e  opinioii 
of  several  of  those  witli  whom  I  voted^ 
that  no  blame  whatever  attaches  to  major 
Boles,  except  for  the  termt  tf  UvUt/  em> 
ployed  ta  hit  last  mcvMfial  to  this  comrt^ 
a  very  venial  error  in  my  estimation,  when 
the  objects  are  considerr  d  to  which  those 
observations  are  applied,  and  the  feelings 
which  they  were  calculated  to  excite  in 
an  individual  whom  they  had  so  deeply 
injured. 

Having  dismissed  these  prelfaninary 
observations,  I  shall  endeavour  to  offer 
an  abstract  view  of  the  case  of  major 
Boles  in  support  of  that  jndgment  and 
decision  on  its  merits,  of  which  I  have 
been  tlie  uniform  and  conscientious,  but 
unsuccessful  advocate. 

The  case  of  major  Boles,  as  stated  on 
our  records,  necessarily  resolves  itself  into 
three  distinct  heads,  which  ought  to  be 
separately  considered. 

1st. — Ine  grounds  assigned  in  the 
government  oiders  the  31  st  January,  1809, 
by  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George, 
for  the  suspension  of  mijor  Boles  from 
the  service,  viz.  a  violation  of  his  duty 
in  executing  an  act  which  he  knew  to  be 
illegal. 

2d. — The  intention  of  criminality  stated 
to  be  evinced  in  the  mode  of  circulatimr 
the  orders  of  the  commander  in  efaiet, 
dated  the  28th  January,  1809,  contrary  to 
the  established  routine  of  his  office,  and 
with  views  disrespectful  to  the  authority  of 
government. 

5d. — ^The  conduct  of  mi^i'  Boles  sub- 
sequent to  his  suspension. 

On  the  first  of  tlicse  heads,  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  act  "  of  having  circula- 
ted under  his  signature  and  giving  currency" 
to  the  general  orders  by  tiie  commander 
in  chief,  dated  the  S8th  January,  exclusive- 
ly attributed  to  m^jor  Boles  in  the  general 
orders  by  government,  dated  dldt  January, 
1809,  appears  to  have  been  ascribed  to 
that  Officer  on    defective  information;  it 


*  Mr.  Hnddleston  and  Mr.  R.  Thornton  also  recorded  their  opinion,  on  the  same  side, 
with  Messrs.  Davis  and  Bamierman  j  ami  nearly  on  the  same  grounds. 
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appears,  bytlic  testimony  of  John  Green, 
the  head  clerk  in  the  aajatant  general'ii 
office,     that   major     Boles    and   captain 
Macdowal  were  equally  engaged  in   sign- 
ing and  circulating  these  orders,  and    it 
appears    by    the  records  of  this    coart, 
that    the    former    has    been     pnnished, 
**  and  the  latter  has  not  been  punished** 
for  having  ^  circulated  with  his  signature 
and  given  cnrrency  to  these  orders.**    It 
is   manifest  tliat  the  appearaace  of   the 
signature  of  major  Boles  to  the  copy  of 
the  order  sent  to  the  governor  on  Monday 
the  :-Oth,  arose  from  the  accidental  cir- 
cumstance of  all  the  copies  having  been 
signed  by  these  two  omcers  on  Sunday 
the  ?9th ;  that  the  act  of  sending  a  copy  to 
the   governor  signed  by  mi^or  Boles,  in- 
stead of  a  copy  signed  by  captain  Macdow- 
al, or  a  manuscript  copy  to  be  signed  by  the 
a4jntant  general,  as  suggested  by  the  clerk, 
was  not   the  act  of  mnjor  Boles  bnt  of 
colonel  (tapper;  who  was  present  in  his 
office  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday 
the  30th  ;    that  the  note  •  of  transmission 
was  also  written  and  dispatched  by  colonel 
Capper  himself,  that  therefore,  so  far  as 
intention  constitutes  the  essence  of  an  art, 
major  Boles  did  not  sign  that  order  to  be 
sent  to  the  governor,  and  was  in  no  respect 
accessary  to  its  being  sent. 

As  far  as  regards  **  his  bavins;  circulated 
with  his  signature,  and  give  **  currency  to 
the  order"  to  other  stations,  he  stands 
preci<tely  on  the  same  ground  as  captain 
Macdowal,  to  whom  no  criminality  has 
been  attaclied  on  that  account ;  it  follows 
that  the  act  delusively  attributed  to  major 
Boles,  is  erroneously  so  ascribed,  and  that 
if  he  has  been  justly  pnnished,  captain 
Macdowal  has  been  unjustly  absolved. 

With  respect  to  the  illeplity  of  the  act, 
the  same  observations  apply  to  the  conduct 
of  both  these  officers,  both  being  equally 
innocent  or  equally  guilty ;  for  while  their 
mutual  principal  was  on  the  spot,  tiie 
responsibility^  for  the  conduct  of  the  office 
generally  bnt  particularly  for  all  arts  spe- 
eimlly  ordered  by  himselK,  attached  to  him 
alone :  the  simple  act  of  his  walking  out, 
or  of  having  been  on  Iraanl  ship  with 
general  Macdowall  for  two  or  three  hours 
did  not  entitle  major  Boles  to  usurp  the 
charge  or  the  responsibility;  in  this  re- 
spect he  was  on  a  footing,  not  only  with 
captain  Macdowal,  but  with  John  urecu ; 
he  could  act  in  the  office  just  as  he  had 
been  ordered  to  act,  and  not  otherwise. 
Bnt  if  a  separate  responsibility  shouM 
be  supposed  to  attach  to  major  Boles,  his 
refusal  to  obey  the  order  oif  his  military 
superior,  must  be  justified  by  proofs  of 
illegality  so  plain  and  unequivocal,  as  to  be 
level  to  ever^  apprehensien,  and  so  obvious 
as  to  admit  of  neither  hesitation  nor 
delay,  inasmuch  as  in  military  transactions. 
Where  the  execution  of  orders  must  neces- 
«aiiJy  be  prompt,  hesitation  or  delay  in 


itself  constitutes  disobedience,  und  if 
doubts  of  the  legality  of  this  order  had 
occurred  to  the  mind  of  major  Boles,  tliey 
must  neccssHrily  have  been  removed  by 
a  recent  fact,  namely,  that  a  general  order 
by  the  coiAmander  in  chief,  dated  ?5th  of 
the  same  month,  had  been  issued  under 
the  sanction  of  the  governor  to  the  troops 
of  his  garrison,  which  is  much  more  offen- 
sive and  injurious  to  those  superior  autho- 
rities, towards  whom  it  is  the  imperious 
duty  of  the  governor  of  Madras  to  inculcate 
reverence  and  respect,  and  consequently 
more  illegal  than  the  general  Order  of  the 
i28th,  issued  three  days  afterwards. 

The  determination  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, dated  l.'ith  September,  1809,  para. 
98,  which  orders  the  restoration  of  major 
Boles,  must  necessarily  be  understood  to 
acquit  him  of  this  head  of  accusation,  <ind 
of  consequence  to  pronounce  the  act  of  his 
suspension  to  be  at  least  an  erroneous  mea- 
sure. 

The  decision  might  seem  to  render  un- 
necessary any  explanation  of  the  principles 
on  which  it  was  adopted  ;  but  inat-much  as 
the  consideration  of  the  main  offenci;  for 
which  major  Boles  was  actually  suspended, 
must  necessarily  apply  to  all  its  collateral 
relations,  it  was  necessary  to  establish,  and 
it  is  essential  to  rcvmember,  that  the  very 
act  of  which  he  is  exclnsively  accused,  was 
erroneously  ascribed  to  him,  and  that  he 
stands  acquitted  of  the  guilt  which  it  was 
supposed  to  involve. 

On  the  ?nd  head ;  vit.  the  intention  of 
criminality  stated  to  be  evinced,  and  the 
disrespect  intended  in  an  unusual  mode  of 
circulating  the  offensive  orders. 

The  complete  body  of  evidence  contain- 
ed in  the  very  distinct  and  satisfactoi-y 
letters  of  lieutenant  generals.  Harris, 
Stuart,  Cradeck,  and  lord  William  Ben- 
tinck,  and  colonels  Wilkes,  Malcolm,  and 
Pierce,  renders  it  imnecessary  for  me  to 
detain  the  court  with  any" farther  arguments 
to  prove,  that  the  conduct  of  major  Boles, 
with  regard  to  the  mode  of  issuing  the  order, 
was  in  strict  conformity  to  established, 
routine,  and  that  no  devintion  from  the 
ordinarj'  practice  of  the  office  had  been 
shewn,  except  in  sending  to  the  governor 
n  cop^  signed  by  the  deputy  instead  of  the 
principal ;  which  deviation  from  strict 
etiquette,  was  tlie  act  of  colonel  Capper, 
and  not  of  major  Boles. 

Even  tie  statement  of  the  head  clerk, 
which  bears  internal  evidence  of  being 
written  under  the  fear  of  offending  the 
existing  powers,  although  it  does  not  state, 
as  it  ought  to  have  done,  that  the  whole 
routine  described,  down  to  the  mark^M.  G. 
O.  in  the  post  book,  was  according  to  the 
established  practice  of  the  office,  does 
bear  most  ample  testimony  to  that  fact 
b>-  the  inadvertent  admission  **  that  he  had 
not  tlien  the  smallest  idea  that  he  should 
at  any  future  period  be   called  upon  to 
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make  a  declaration  on  the  subject,"  the 
-very  evidence  adduced  to  prove,  tbat 
the  mode  of  circnlatinir  tbis  order 
**  waa  contrary  to  usajiC,**  thus  serv- 
inic  to  establish  beyond  controversy, 
that  tlie  witness  considered  it  at  tlie  time 
toot  to  be  contrary  tu  usa^e,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent  from  the  natiH-e  of  tlic  thing,  tliat  the 
mark  M.  G.  O.  in  the  post  book,  which 
from  an  awkwardness  of  expression, 
tperhaps  father  than  intention,  would  seem 
o  be  described  as  contrary  to  custom,  must 
necessarily  be  in  tl.e  course  of  ordinary 
routme,  inasmuch  as  it  U  evident,  from 
the  general  evidence  of  this  routine,  de-^ 
scribed  in  the  letters  to  wiiich  I  have  advert- 
ed, tbat  without  this  or  some  tquivalent 
mark,  it  would  be  impossible  to  determine 
to  which  of  the  stations  it  would  be  re- 
quisite to  transmit  the  subsequeut  piiuted 
copies  for  official  rrcord. 

On  tlie  third  of  these  heads,  \h.  the 
conduct  of  major  Boles  subsequent  to  his 
suspension,  the  constructive  accusutions 
nnder  titis  head,  chieH}*  amount  to  his  lia- 
ving  b(  c«  me  tlie  ralhin^  point  for  the 
disaffrctc'd,  and  bis  havinc;  rejected  tiie 
advances  of  niajor-jzcneral  Gowdie. 

M'itii  respect  to  the  first  of  these  aecu- 
satious,  it  is  affirmed,  not  only  without 
proof,  but  contrary  to  every  pivof  on  our 
records,  that  major  Boles  bv  Ids  own  act 
became  the  ralhi^ij?  point  for  the  elisaffect- 
vd  ;  and  it  is  eontrury  to  the  plainest  dic- 
tates of  eomuion  justice  '4ud  common 
sense,  to  accuse  him  of  crimes  committed 
by  others  without  his  participation  or  sanc- 
tion. If  it  could  be  neecssary  to  adduce 
im  example  of  moderation,  forbearance, 
anfl  more  thiln  ciiristiau  patience,  a-*  tlie 
rigid  model  and  criterion  b>  wldeh  the 
actions  of  mfn  ought  to  be  reg»i!ate*d  under 
tlie  nressurc  of  unmi  rited  suffeiin^r,  tl<e 
whole  tenor  of  the  coudu<'t  of  major  iiohs, 
up  to  tlio  pciiod  of  his  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try, would  furnish  that  exaniple. 

The  puni&hment  whicii  he  had  sustained 
(pronounced  by  this  court  to  be  an  crro- 
ueous  measure)  was  alio  piououneed  by 
the  genera!  voice  of  tliose  who  were  sub- 
je  rt  to  similar  suffering,  to  be  an  act  of 
eiror,  of  injustice,  and  oppression. 

It  is  true  that  he  became  the  rallyinjjf 
point  of  tJie  disaffecteil,  but  he  became  so 
|o  the  same  extent,  and  in  tl»e  same  manner, 
as  tlie  lifeless  statf  which  supports  tlie 
standard  of  rebellion;  he  (iid  not  make 
himself,  but  was  made,  theralljiusj  point; 
Ke  was  erected  by  the  acts  of  others,  into 
«n  importance  in  which  he  had  neither  par  • 
ticipatiou  nor  consent. 

He  was  not  the  author  of  rebellion,  but 
the  victim  which  excited  others  to  rebel ; 
tnd  there  can  be  no  heart  so  devoid  of  chri2»- 
tian  chanty,  as  to  impute  it  to  major  Boles 
«s  a  crime,  if  destitute  of  any  property  of 
liis  own^  and  deprived  of  the  subsistciice 
which  bis  profeuioa  afibrded,  he  may  hcive 


be.eD  toQciiefi  by  the  safferingtf  of  a  belor- 
ed  family,  and,  in  contemplaiif^n  of  im- 
pending famine,  have  shrunk  from  the  last 
consequence  of  poniilonent  witlio  t  crime, 
and  accepted,  tho  spontaneous  aid  of  his 
friends. 

With  respect  to  "  his  rejection  of  tiie 
advances  ot  migor  peneral-Gowdic,"  ^'  the 
acknowledgment  ot  error  and  contritioB 
for  offence,*'  were  in  substance  the  avow- 
als demanded  of  an  honourable  nian  who 
was  imcoDscioos  of  error,  and  innocent  of 
tlie  intention  to  ofiend.  It  is  cooformable 
to  the  mild  cluiractcr  of  major  Boles,  e\' 
hibitcd  in  these  proceedings,  to  conclude, 
that  any  explanation  demaEided  prcnrious- 
ly  to  tlie  act  of  pmnsliment,  would  have 
been  given  with  the  greatest  humility  and 
respect;  but  the  character  of  explaoatioa 
is  completely  changed  af^er  judgment  has 
been  pronounced,  and  punisluuent  indicted 
not  only  without  trial,  bnt  absolutely  with- 
out enquiry  ;  and  it  must  never  be  forgot- 
ten, that  the  avowal  demanded  vould  have 
constituted  the  crime  which  his  prosecu- 
tors sought  to  establish  :'that  the  aelvances 
having  been  professedly  unanthorixed,  it 
is  no  uncharitable  inference,  from  a  com- 

E arisen  with  other  facts,  to  suppose,  that 
y  tlie  required  concession  he  might  hare 
found  himself  transformed  from  the  cha- 
racter of  an  injured  man,  to  that  Of  an  ab- 
ject wretch  pleading  guilty  in  tlie  hope  of 
pardon  and  failing  to  obtain  it ;  that  hav- 
ing in  the  judgment  of  the  Comt  of  Di- 
re crors,  of  the  whole  world,  and  above  all 
of  his  own  conscience,  been  unjustly  pu- 
nished, the  mean  avowal  demanded  must 
have  necessarily  rendered  him  contempt!* 
ble  in  bis  own  eyes,  and  have  for  ever  ex- 
cluded him  from  the  society  of  honourable 
men.  And  it  should  also  never  be  forgot- 
ten,  tbat  the  restoration  so  anxiously  pro- 
fe>sed,  being  in  the  nature  of  a  decision  on 
a  case  appealed  to  hic^her  aut!tority,  would 
have  been  an  act,  at  least  of  doubtful  le- 
gality, and.  if  legal,  might  not  have  been 
coiilirmed  by  the  Couit  of  directors  imder 
the  admission  of  impropriety  of  conduct, 
which  must  necessarily  have  been  implied 
in  nny  apology  by  major  Boles,  ho^vever 
modided. 

On  a  review  of  the  abundant  proof 
which  has  been  exhibited  of  the  absence 
of  nit  criminality  in  tlie  conduct  of  mi^r 
Boles,  it  would  next  become  a  subject  for 
grave  consideration  to  appreciate  the  con- 
sequences of  his  restoration  to  the  senricej 
us  an  act  of  apparent  concession  %Q  the  ela< 
mours  of  a  mbguided  army. 

If  rebellion  had  not  actually  been  pat 
down,  there  miglit  have  been  some  reason 
for  pohtical  hesitation  on  tliis  head,  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  are  disposed  to  ques- 
tion the  axiom  of  iin  eminent  statesman, 
Umt  '' justice  is  the  standing  policy  of  n»* 
tions."  Happily  tlie  fear  of  doing  justice 
no  longer  ejusts  evea  in  ni^af^tioi),  ^^ 
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clamodrt  hiye  been  soppreued  on  which 
these  terrors  arc  foanded,  hot  if  the  rem- 
nant of  such  apprehensioiis  even  should 
exist,  shall  ii\jastice  be  consecrated  be- 
cause it  has  produced  revolt?  shall  evil  be 
sanctioned  bccau.se  it^as  produced  evil? 
siiall  primitive  error  be  clierish«d  becafise 
it  has  been  the  parent  of  greater  error  ?  and 
should  an  individual,  cruelly  oppressed,  be 
excluded  on  motives  of  false  policy  from 
tbe  very  semblance  of  jnstice,  because  his 
sufferiugs  have  incited  other  individuals  to 
commit  crimes?  The  dangers  of  such  a 
coarse  are  in6nitely  greater  than  tlie  porten- 
tous fear  with  which  some  gentlemen  seem 


the  5th  instant,  all  semblance  of  hitbnveni- 
ence  ;  which  may  render  the  measures  of 
coociTiation  and  lenibr,  yet  to  be  carried 
into  effect,  safe,  graceful,  and  eft'echial,  and 
may  avert  from  the  great  interests  commit* 
ted  to  our  charge,  the  dreadful  oonscqoen* 
ces  still  to  be  apprehended  from  a  perseve- 
rance in  that  career  of  wanton  oppression 
which  has  shaken  the  foundations  of  our  In<* 
dian  empire. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Ji   BANHEBBIAIf* 

^Oth  February,  1811. 


to  be  haunted,  the  fear  of  having  it  believ 

ed  that  it  was  possible  for  the  (^ourt  of  Passai^es  in  miyor  Bo)es*s  defence,  referred 

Directors  to  do  an  act  of  justice  ;  to  the  to  in  colonel  Uannermau's  dissent,  and 

trrrors  of  such  a  phantom  may  safoly  be  which  are  censured  in  the  coart*s  general 

opposed  the  sober  and  confident  hope  of  an  letter  of  "itd  February,  1811. 

army  returning  from  sullen  acquiescence  I  have  deeply  to  lament,  that  the  ulti* 

to  willhig    obedience,  from  a  conviction  mate  consideration  of  my  conduct  has  been 


that  justice  is  sec* /e,  and  that  a  power  ex- 
ists equally  ready  to  reUeve  unmerited  suf- 
fering, and  to  punish  rebellion,  by  whatever 
cause  excited. 

It  would  be  indeed  a  distorted  view  of 
human  nature  and  humau  feelings,  to  con- 
template terror  and  coercion  &«  tMe  sole  in- 
stniments  capable  of  regulating  the  con- 
duct of  mankmd ;  rulers  are  but  men,  and 
coercion,  to  be  permanent,  and  to  command 
the  muids  of  their  fellow  men,  nmst  be 
clothed  in  the  garb  of  justice ;  iu  any  ether 
form  its  force  may  be-all  powerful  for  a 
time,  but  its  ultimate  re-action  is  the  object 
of  real  terror.  The  persons  lately  desig- 
nated rebeb  aud'disanected,  still  are  men, 
reasoning  beings,  whose  minds  most  be  re- 
claimed. 

Tliis  mental  cure  is  of  ^asy  application  ; 
it  only  requires.that  tlie  Cor.rt  of  Directors 
lilionld  doits  duty,  should  administer  justice 
in  mercy  ;  this  is  the  true  antidote  against 
future  crimes,  the  chief  defence  of  our  In- 
dian possessions  against  that  anarchy 
which,  without  it,  must  speeddy  force  their 
dismemberment  from  the  parent  state. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  explain  the 
groimds  of  the  resolution  which  in  my 
judcment,  ought  -  to  have  been  adopted 

for  the  unqualified  restoration  of  major 


postponed  to  so  late  a  day,  since  that  cir- 
cumstance has  exposed  me  to  prejudices 
arising  out  of  subsequent  transactions,  to 
which  my  actions  have  no  reference;  and 
has  created  embarrassments  not  naturatlr 
attached  to  the  offence  imputed  to  me.  n 
my  case  had  been  judged  by  itself,  and  had 
not  been  mixed  with  matters  not  belonging^ 
to  it^  I  shoiUd  not  now  have  to  deplore  th« 
actifity  of  the  highest  personages  in  IndJa^ 
to  look  for  subsequent  circumstonccs  to  jus- 
tify the  preceding  acts  and  severity  of  go- 
vernment ;  and  thet  such  personaues,  rare 
as  is  the  occurrence,  have  ttken  tlie  tron-* 
ble  to  communicate  the  ciicnnistauce  (when 
supposed  to  l)e  discovered)  by  prirate  and 
uncommon  means.  Tluit  cauiic  surely  can< 
not  be  esteemed  a  common  one,  and  rot  fo- 
reign to  the  interests  of  the  t;ovcrnment 
itself,  when  such  unheard-of  measures  are 
used  to  atfect  and  influence  its  decision^ 
When  I  observe  this  to  your  houonrable 
court,  1  mean  not  to  throw  any  unnecessary 
reflection  on  a  power  set  over  me,  and  which 
I  am  bound  to  revere.  But  it  is  not  to  be 
forgotten  uAder  what  circumstances  I  am 
speaking.  I  am  now  some  thousand  miles 
remote  from  India,  whiUier  I  have  hetu 
sent  to  answer  accusations  preferred  thence 
against  me;  when  1  find  at  the  moment  I 


Boles  to  the  service  and  to  his  oflSce,  and  ''am  making  my  defence,  that  I  have  also  ta 


for  conferring  an  adequate  compensation 
for  his  pecuniary  losses  and  unmerited  suf- 
ferings ;  and  I  will  venture  to  indulge  a 
hope,  that. the  feeble  and  equivocal  ad- 
vance in  the  cause  of  justice  which  has 
been  made  by  the  resohition  of  tlie  5th  Feb- 
ruary, may  be  the  precursor  of  measures 
more  direct  and  eflectnal ;  but  above  all,  I 
do  most  solemnly  and  earnestly  aitiure  the 
respectable  individuals  at  the  head  of  our  di- 
rection, to  accelerate  by  every  means  in 
their  power  those  changes  in  tlie  formation 
of  our  Indian  gevcrnraents,  which  may 
remove  from  ^e  act  of  necessary  jiu^ce. 


answer  new  charges  raked  up  behmd  my 
back,  founded  in  no  probable  fact,  and 
whispered  in  such  a  way,  that  I  might  not 
have  known  their  existence  until  I  had  ex** 
perienced  their  efiect.  If  under  these  rare 
circumstances  I  may  discover  any  momen- 
tary heat,  it  will,  I  tmst,  be  excused  by  the 
novelty  of  the  esse  imdcr  which  I  have  ad- 
dressed you.  If  his  lordship  hwf  forgotteil 
his  high  public  station,  te  pursue  an  hvm* 
ble  individual  several  months  subsequent  to 
his  alleged  offence  and  departure  from  the 
country,  by  the  unheard-of  course  expUio* 
ed,  it  will  create  no  wonder,  should  soch  in* 


conditionally  implied  in  the  resolution  of    dividual -for  a  moment  infohmtarily  los« 
Vol.  12.  .X 
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•ight  of  that  luptct  doe  to  tim  office  which 
befillt. 

It  luM  botD  explained  to  vo«r  honour^ 
aUe  court  io  a  former  mctnorUi,  and  already 
qotifod  in  this,  that  tlie  orders  of  lientonaot 
general  MacdowaJl  of  the  V8th  January 
were  published,  for  the  sake  of  dispatch,  in 
namiseript  On  this  circumstance  lord 
Ifinto  has  remarked  in  a  private  letter  to 
your  late  chairman,  under  date  the  2lst<of 
October,  i809,  '*  that  it  is  entirely  contrary 
to  nsace  to  circalate  general  orders  in  manu^ 
•ript'^ 

This  is  a  broad  unqualified  statement, 
anade,  as  it  shouUl  seem,  without  seeking 
informatioii  from  persons  who  would  be  as 
«rf  Ding  as  they  might  have  been  capable  to 
Instruct  him  correctly  on  this,  or  any  other 
jnilitaiy  sahject ;  or  without  any  consider- 
lition  or  reflection  in  his  own  mind,  that 
the  invariable  rule  of  circulating  orders 
^tdy  in  print,  which  his  lordship  states  to 
iDbtain  always  at  Madras,  must  be  totally 
Incompetent  to  the  eonduct  and  exigency 
V>f  militarv  affiurs  in  any  and  m  every  part 
«f  the  world. 

To  this  I  have  nothing  to  oppose  but  an 
uncourteoos  counter  assertion,  snppoited 
hj  a  certificate  of  a  late  dep«ty-af  jutant- 
general  of  the  coast  army,  and  an  affidavit 
sworn  to  before  a  competent  authority,  a^d 
to  which  I  hmubly  solicit  the  particular  at^ 
tenCion  of  your  honourable  court,  as  rcla- 
^ng  ta  this,  and  some  otlicr  points,  that  may 
"he  considered  of  material  consequence,  from 
the  manner  in  which  tliey  have  already 
been  bronght  to  yonr  notice. 

If  any  other  evidence  should  be  wanted. 
It  may  be  atfordcd  to  your  honourable  court 
1»y  the  examination  of  any  or  every  officer 
who  has  ever  commanded  a  corps  or  station 
in  your  army  on  the  Madras  establishment 
(many  of  whom  are  now  in  London)  it' your 
tionourable  court  shall  think  it  expedieut 
ta  enquire  further  into  tlmt  particular. 

To  this  nothing  can  be  objected  but  the 
Veport  of  a  clerk  in  office,  written  uuder  the 
Immediate  inspection  and  orders  of  a  party 
who  is  interested  in  my  suspension. 

This  report,  too,  in  the  very  first  para- 
flraph,  states  a  fact  that  must  convince  your 
honourable  court,  and  every  one  open  to 
conviction,  4hat  there  was  not  anv  tlung  ex. 
traordinary  in  the  publication  ot^  the  order 
in  manuscri{>t ;  for  the  reporter  uucquivu- 
cally  -says,  that  in  respect  to  tlic  orders  so 
communicated,  '<  that  he  made  no  memc- 
na^i,  at  the  time  of  any  circumstance  that 
might  guide  him,  as  he  had  not  then  the 
smallest  idea  that  he  should  at  any  future 
period  be  called  upon  to  make  that  dechi> 
ration^  (respecting  them.)  So  that  the  man- 
ner of  the  publication  vras  not  at  tlie  time 
Striking  or  noticeable  by  him,  nor  has  at 
any  tune  been  further  noticed  than  by  pla* 
cing  tlie  Bsnal  single  letter  M.  (i.  e.  manu< 
script)  before  the  letters  0.  O.  ia  the  office 
post-bsok. 


Can  any  stronger  circumstance  be  iati9> 
duced  to  prove,  that  the  reporter  did  not 
think  the  manuscript  publicatioii  a  Tery 
uncommon  conrM.*  ?  Rut  it  is  no  nuttar 
wiiai  a  person  of  this  description  might 
think  or  might  report,  since  the  treqoency 
of  publication  after  diis  mamier  u  known 
throughout  the  army,  and  can  be  evidenced 
by  every  officer  of  rank  and  respoosibiltty 
in  the  service.  Yet  has  his  lordship,  rely> 
ing  upon  his  own  interpretation  of  this  re- 
port, or  adoptitix  the  conclusions  of  inte« 
retted  persons,  proceeded  to  state  io  a^g^r»- 
vation  of  my  alleged  crime,  **  that  it  is 
entirely  contrary  to  iisajte  to  circulate  gr- 
ueral  orders  in  manuscript.** 

But  his  lordship  not  oitly  describes  what 
h^  states  to  bo  an  inconn-ovcrtible  fact ; 
but  in  order  to  attach  a  plater  importance 
to  it,  in  the  consideration  of  my  case,  be 
gocft  on  to  add,  that  they  (meaiiiug  Uie  or- 
ders) are  alwais  printed."  And  whV  ?  be- 
cause a  son  of  policy  is  vronioted  *  by  it, 
**  which  occasions  t^otne  delay,  and  subjecu 
them  to  tlic  possible  observation  of  govern- 
ment, through  the  government,  printer. 
So  tliat  it  is  implied,  that  I  not  only  broke 
through  an  cvtablisbed  invariable  usage, 
but  tliat  such  u^a^'  was  founded  on  a  par- 
ticular and  acknowledged  policy.  As  if  it 
could  have  entered  into  the  luind  of  any 
man,  but  one  determined  to  make  oat,  at 
all  events,  the  conclusion  on  which  his  heart 
was  fixed,  that  any  legitimate  goTemment 
coald  have  ever  designed  that  the  orders  of 
the  second  officer  in  the  state  shooUl  bo 
submitted  to  tiie  approbation,  discretion, 
and  inipiimatur  of  u  government  printer! 
Yet  the  governor-general  of  India  has 
avowed  the  existence  of  this  master-piece  of 
Asiatic  polity. 

From  assumed  facts,  and  reasoning  like 
this,  bis  lordship  has  next  recourse  to  hints^ 
coupled  with  circumstances  disconnected^ 
but  capable  of  u  prejudicial  inference,  with* 
out  any  specific'  application  by  him  to  my 
case. 

It  is  insinuated  in  the  private  letter  of  hn 
lordship,  that  an  unreasonable  'delay  bed 
occurred  between  the  circulation  of  tiic  or- 
der to  the  military  station^,  and  the  iians- 
raissai  of  it  to  the  governor.  But  iUihis  a 
mere  after-thought,  m  as  far  as  it  re^aitismy 
puoisHment,  or  my  ofi'cuce.  This  delay,  iV 
criminal,  and  had  it  been  so  felt  to  be  by 
tlie  government  at  tlic  time  would  have 
been  charged  a^^ainst  me  in  tlie  government 
order  wherein  m/  offi'uce  is  declared  to 
the  army,  and  not  reserved  for  an  al\er 
occasion.  This  insinuation  is  thrown  oot 
witli  a  view  to  impress  those  who  are  not 
conversant  wicli  military  matters,  that  it 
was  the  nsage  and  practice  (which  is  not 
the  fact)  to  submit  the  orders  of  the  com- 
mander-in-diief  for  the  gotemoi's  appro- 
bation, previous  to  publication  to  the  army. 
But  the  usage  and  piactice  of  the  service  at 
Madras  do«s  not  warrant  any  such  cos* 
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elOsiou,  and  the  yonngest  officer  in  thatf 
army  could  have  informed  his  lordship,  that 
they  never  are  submitted  fortliat  purpone. 
The  reason  that  a  copy  of  general  orders 
is  sent  to  the  povemor  is  obvious  and 
known,  for  the  purpose  of  his  publishing 
them  (if  he  thinks  proper)  to  the  garrison 
of  Fort  St.  George,  which  fortress  alone 
is  especially  under  his  command,  by  a  com- 
mission to  that  effect 

It  does  not,  I  am  aware,  follow,  but  that 
any  tardy  transmissal  of  an  order  might  be 
liable  to  be  considered  as  disrespectful  to 
the  governor,  and  possibly  in  this  instance 
have  afforded  a  supposed  ground  of  com- 
plaint ;  I  shall  only  say,  that  it  w<is  never 
suggested  till  many  months  afterwards  as 
a  subject  of  complaint  against  me,  and  even 
then,  in  the  suspicious  form  of  a  whisper  in 
my  absence. 

In  truth,  let  the  thins  be  censurable  or 
not,  it  haci  no  sort  of  reference  to  me.  It 
was  not  my  duty,  but  my  pruici pal's,  when 
he  was  present,  and  out  of  respect  to  the 

g»vemor,  to  transmit  such  orders.  And 
reen,  in  his  memorable  report  has  said 
so  in  as  many  words  :  **  lieuteimnt-coroncl 
Capper,  when  at  Madras,  made  it  a  point 
at  aU  times  of  sending  the  orders  to  the  go- 
vernor himself."  Any  neglect  of  hia,  if  it 
were  neglect,  could  not  therefore  be  im- 
putable to  me.  But  in  point  of  fact,  there 
would  not  seem  to  have  been  any  nei^Hgence 
in  the  transmissal  of  the  orders  ;  they  were 
not  received  in  their  printed  form  from  the 
press  until  tlie  afternoon  of  Sunday,  at  a 
^%Dment  when  Itentenant-colonel  Capper 
was  not  in  the  office,  but  the  copy  was  sent 
to  the  governor,  with  the  usual  letter  on 
the  next  morning,  the  first  niomoiit  that  the 
adjutant-general  could  officially  perform 
that  dnty. 

It  has  been  shewn  by  Green,  how  my 
name  became  accidentally  subscribed  to 
the  copy  of  the  ordci-s  sent  to  the  gover- 
nor. But  if  it  had  been  wholly  unexplained, 
the  circumstance  itself  would  have  afford- 
ed  an  argument  to  prove,  tliat  I  could  not 
•ee  any  thing  very  criminal  in  the  order, 
or  I  shoidd  not  have  gone  out  of  the  usual 
course  to  subscribe  it ;  and  thus,  by  the 
^ittgnlarity  of  tlie  thing,  court  the  notice 
and  pnnishment  of  government. 

It  is  observable,  that  I  am  not  drawing 
any  far-fetched  or  nice  conclusions,  since 
the  accidental  signatui-e  of  my  name  to 
that  very  copy  of  the  order,  and  in  the 
way  that  Green  has  explained,  was  ttie 
cause,  the  only  cause,  of  my  suspension. 

In  most  cases  it  is  sufficient  that  a  party 
accused  liberates  himself  from  the  matters 
alleged  against  hhn,  as  designating  his 
crime,  and  he  is  not  required  to  trouble 
himself  with  rendering  an  account  of  bis 
eotidact,  either  under  or  subsequent  to 
^bis  condemnation.  These  things  are  fo- 
reign to  the  consideration  of  his  original 
tradition,   wbetber  guilty  or  uoU     But 


the  hand  of  power  ^las  not  let  me  rest 
ono  moment  since  my  punishment  hat  been 
decreed,  and  actually  carried  into  execu- 
tion. It  has  not  let  me  ei\)oy  tlie  repose 
df  my  family,  and  the  quiet  of  retirement. 
Nay,  a  new  crime  has  been  tortured  out 
of  the  very  execution  of  the  sentence, 
"  vengeance  has  been  made  of  my  cala- 
mity." I  have  been  put  to  the  question,  and 
it  has  been  endeavoured  to  draw  from  me 
on  the  rack,  the  justification  of  the  sen- 
tence under  which  I  was  writhing;  aye, 
and  because  I  have  not  answered  as  it 
was  wished,  I  have  been  blazoned  to  the 
wiiole  array  as  an  obdurate  hardened  of- 
fender. Some  one,  perhaps,  may  have 
seen  in  my  constaucy  and  endurance,  that 
I  was  sustained  by  another,  and  a  far  dif- 
ferent spirit,  the  consciousness  of  iono-> 
cence. 

Your  honourable  court  will  have  felt 
that  I  have  been  alluding  to  the  act  of  ge- 
neral Gowdie,  in  his  friendly  and  confiden- 
tial communication  to  me,  wherein  he  has 
reported  timt  he  made  me  tlie  generous  offer 
ot  his  important  si^rvices  with  the  govern- 
ment for  effecting  my  restoration,  if  I 
would  but  fall  duwn  and  humbly  confess 
my  crime ;  if  I  would  express  any  adequate 
degree  of  regret,  and  say  that  I  was  sorry 
for  what  I  had  done. 

By  tliis  easy  quieting  apology,  which  the 
major-general  conceivwl  any  man  of  prin- 
ciple might  make  witho'it  the  compromise 
of  his  honour,  he  imagined  he  would  be 
able  to  effect  my  pardon,  M'ithout  reflect- 
ing, good  man,  that  if  so  flimsy  an  expla- 
nation would  have  satisfied  the  govern- 
ment, that  it  would  undoubtedty  have 
called  for  such  explanation  before  it  had 
pronounced  sentence  upon  me;  without 
loflecting  that  it  is  before,  and  not  after 
puni)»hnient,  that  explanations  are  requir- 
ed ;  nor  did  tlie  worthy  general  perceive 
that  the  tender  of  his  services  (bciusr  vo- 
luntary and  unauthorized)  even  if  it 
had  been  accepted,  might  have  failed  in 
its  proposed  effect,  and  would  have  left 
me  in  the  forlorn  and  uiipitiable  situation  of 
a  condemned  criminal,  making  confession 
of  his  crune,  and  crying  to  tlie  winds  for 
mercy. 

He  did  not  also  imagine  at  the  time 
when  hf  was  performing  tlie  friendly,  tii« 
confidential  ofiice  of  stepping  between  me 
and  the  anger  of  the  government,  that 
he  might  be  called  upon  to  violate  the 
contidence  of  such  a  situation,  to  betray 
my  confession  to  the  'army,  and  to  pro- 
claim my  acknowledged  guilt,  as  he  has  ' 
done  my  refusal  to  admit  it,  in  compliance 
witli  the  desire  of  government,  or  in  con* 
tbrmity  with  his  own  impressions  of  bis 
duty.  He  did  not  know  that  be  would  sub» 
sequently  be  required  to  forsake  me,  whom 
he  was  thus  wilbi^,  to  befriend,  and  whom^ 
of  his  own  mere  motive,  he  sought  so  am^ottir! 
ly  to  asMit,  and  that  it  would  be  In^  qip 
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gratdol  oflice  to  denoance  me,  OTer  wbom 
he  IumI  then  no  legal  aothority,  to  Uie  whole 
mrmy,  in  a  long  labonred  letter,  as  glory- 
ing in  a  well-earned  pojiiibment,  and  as 
undeserving  the  onasked  lespect  and 
protection  of  my  brethren  of  tli«  army. 

How  I  must  liave  felt  tliis  attempt  to 
deprive  me  of  the  good  opinion  and  assist- 
a»ce  of  ray  brother  officers,  tlien  my  only 
stay  and  snpport,  is  not  worthy  a  tran- 
sient thonght,  when  it  is  considered  what 
the  i^encrablc  and  worthy  general  mnst 
have  suffered,  in  being  obliged  to  break 
the  sanctuary  of  a  private  confidence, 
self  -  solicited,  and  to  sacrifice  his  pri- 
vate friendship  at  the  dictate  of  public 
convenience. 

It  will  be  expected  that  I  say  but  little 
more  in  respect  to  my  decliuing  to  avail 
mysttlf  af  general  Gowdie's  kind,  but  un- 
accredited, proposition  above  mentioned. 
I  have  stated  that  it  was  made  some  time 
after  punishment  had  been  inflicted  on  me ; 
that  in  accepting  it,  1  should  have  acknow- 
ledged guiit,  wfaidi  I  have  always  denied, 
andtltatif  I  bad  afforded  such  a  justifica- 
tion to  tite  act  of  the  government,  I  was 
by  no  means  assured  of  its  clemency;  bo 
that  I  might  have  afterwards  missed  the 
reward  of  self-debasement,  and  the  worst 
of  treachery,  inbetra\ing  conscience  and 
troth,  for  the  sake  of  personal  advantage, 
to  secure  the  means  ot  life  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  every  principle  that  makes  life  co- 
vetablc. 

If  I  could  have  concurred  in  such  a 
proposition,  offered  mc  at  sudi  a  priee, 
though  it  had  purchased  for  me  all  the  ho- 
nours with  which  the  general  was  covered, 
I  trust  that  the  feelings  of  a  soldier,  and 
the  sentiments  of  an  honest  mao,  which 
iiave  never  forsaken  me,  would  have  sav- 
ed me  from  such  a  degradation,  from  the 
compromise  of  my  honour,  for  any  ad- 
yantage  that  the  world  can  >ield. 

My  notions  may  be  false,  may  be  un* 
tcrviceable  to  the  posses9or,  for  they  have 
been  learned  in  a  school  where  sentimeht 
rather  tban  reasoning  fixes  the  habit  and 
the  character,  and  where  sentiment  is 
every  thing.  But  so  long  as  I  own  these 
notions,  it  would  be  treason  to  beli"  tliem. 
The^  are  the  distinguishUig  marks  of  the  ' 

Ero^ession  to  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
ek>ng,and  I  have  always  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve, and  hope  I  ever  shall  believe,  that  they 
are  the  distinction  of  the  profession  at  large. 
I  am  not  vaunting  forth  any  personal 
pretensions  to  more  nicety  and  chasteness 
than  is  felt  by  every  respectable  member 
of  the  community  to  whick  I  belong  ;  and 
I  have  the  testimony  in  a  paptr  which 


I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  add  4o  my  me- 
morial, that  in  tlius  treating  ma^r-gcne- 
ral  Gowdie's  proposal,  and  in  speaking 
of  my  own  feelings,  that  I  am  not  singular 
in  my  opinions.  Tliis  paper  contains  ex* 
tracts  so  far  as  they  relate  to  my  unpre- 
cedented ca«e,fVom  a  letter  from  bis  excel- 
lency lieut.-gen.  the  honourable  ThosMS 
Maitland,  governor  and  commander-in- 
chief  of  tlie  island  of  Ceylon,^  addressed, 
as  I  have  understood,  to  his  excellency 
lieutenant-general  Hewitt,  comniander-in> 
chief  in  India.  If  I  had  tliought  or  acted 
otherwise  than  I  did,  regarding  general 
Gowdte's  proposition,  ceoeral  Maitland 
will  tell  you,  that  there  would  iiot  liave 
been  an  occasion  for  the  suspension  oi 
the  government,  to  have  deservedly  scout- 
ed me  from  all  military  society  in  the 
world. 

It  will  not  be  thought  by  yonr  booonr- 
able  court,  that  I  have  rested  on  these 
particulars  too  long,  since  they  have  been 
construed  into  an  accusation,  of  vrfaicfa 
it  is  proper  to  rid  myself;  that  I  had  made 
m^^elf  as  it  were,  a  rallying  point  to  the 
disaffected.  My  situation,  alas  I  fnm 
the  first  to  the  last,  was  an  involuntary  one. 

Exposition  of  the  state  of  the  company^ 
finances,  at  home  and  abroad:— Snb- 
mitted  to  the  honourable  committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  amdrs  of  the  East 
India  company.* 

1. — The -pecuniary  embarrassments  of 
the  company,  at  home,  bq^an  to  be  se- 
riously felt,  in  the  coarse  of  the  year 
1  05-4;  ^^  ^^  causes  of  them  can 
be  distinctly  traced.  In  the  course  of 
the  year  18')t^,  upon  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
a  plan,  which  is  detailed  in  the  Indian 
budget  of  March,  1803,  was  adopted  for 
tlie  liquidation  of  tlie  Indian  debt.  One 
part  of  that  plan  was  to  increase  the  an- 
nual disposable  surplus  arising  from  all 
tlie  company's  receipts,  territorial  and 
commercial,  abroad  and  at  home,  by  new 
rctrenclmients  in  the  expenditure,  and  by 
additional  profits  to  accrue  from  augmented 
investments  to,  and  trom  India  and  China. 
In  pursuance  of  this  principle,  the  exports^ 
to  tliose  countries  were  considerably  in- 
creased both  in  goods  and  bullion,  in  the 
vears  1803  and  1804;  bu^  the  war  which 
had  been  commenced  in  Hindoostan  against 
the  Mahrattas  in  1803,  absorbed  a  large 

Cart  of  those  supplies,  particularly  the 
uliion.  The  same  cause  had  materially 
aiiected  the  credit  of  the  com|Nin>''s  p^>er 
in  India  ;  the  provision  of  the  extraordi- 
nary supplies    required  for  earryinf  on 


*  The  eitinatet,  calculations,  and  official  papers,,  referred  to  in  this  place,  are  to  be 
found,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  Asiatic  Register  for  180«,  from  page  h43  to  §»6i 
And  the  items  in  dispute  between  the  company  and  the  public,  respecting  the  pay  ot 
the  kind's  troops,  foreigp  expeditions,  and  the  manner  of  making  np  the  aeconntf 
will  be  found  partly  in  the  last-mentioned  Volume  of  the  Register,  biU  aorc  at 
bk  the  Volune  fgr  1905',  tiUe  mic  Papers. 
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the  war  becain«  more  dlfficnlt  and  expen- 
aivcy  and  particularly  the  procuring  of 
inone]|r  at  the  sHbordinate  presidencies 
for  bills  on  Bengal  was  attended  with 
a  very  heavy  loss  to  the  company.  Im- 
pelled by  these  considerations,  the  Court 
of  Directors,  whvn  lord  Comwallis  went 
out  in  1805,  still  continued  their  utmost 
efforts  to  maintain  the  supplies  to  India 
and  China  npon  the  scale  of  the  two 
preceding  years,  havins:  not  only  in  view 
the  relief  of  the  finances  abroad,  and 
the  rcdnction  of  financial  expence,  but 
the  hope  of  a  speetly  termination  of 
hostilities ;  and  thence  early  returns  pro- 
portioned to  the  snppiies  which  had  been 
sent  abroad.  Thus,  from  the  J  st  of  M ardi, 
1803,  to  the  1st  of  March,  1806,  the 
amount  of  thuse  supplies  exceeded  the 
amount  sent  in  the  three  years  immediately 
preceding,  in  the  sum  of  2,712,5«6/. ;  but 
this  was  not  all.  The  company's  receipts 
for  sales  of  goods  from  1st  March,  1803, 
to  the  ist  March,  1806,  fell  short  of  the 
receipts  in  the  three  years  immediate- 
ly precedmg,  in  no  less  a  sum  than 
'3,«68,671i.  This  was  partly  owing 
to  the  diminished  supplies  of  investment 
trom  India  on  account  of  tlic  war  there, 
and  partly  to  the  reduction  of  the  prices 
of  Indian  goods  in  the  home  market, 
the  consequence  of  tlie  state  of  Europe, 
and  by  very  large  importations  to  London 
tbrongh  the  medipm  of  tiritish  private 
merchants.  It  is  true,  that  in  the  same 
period  of  three  years,  from  March,  1803, 
to'  March,  1806,  the  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  on  tlie  company  from  abroad  were 
considerably  less  ttian  in  the  three  years 
preceding;  but  on  a  comparison  of  re- 
ceipts and  pajrmeuts  from  March,  1803, 
to  March,  1806,  with  those  of  the  three 
years  immediately  preceding,  the  -result 
stands  thns : 

Receipts  on  account  of  invest- 
ments, of  cliarges  on  private 

trade,  and    <if  interest    on 
.  annuities,  less  from  1 803  to 

1806 • 3,S68,?82 

Payments,  for  exports  in  goods 

and    buMion,     for    customs, 

freight,    bills  of   exchange, 

officers' pay,  and  dividend  ; 

more 1,091,416 


Total  difference  against 
the  latter  pericKl 


I  4,459,1 


,698/. 


The  particnlars  of  these  snms  will  ap- 
pear  in  the  account  herewith  submitted. 
No.  I. 

The  estimate  laid  before  Parliament  on 
the  18th  July,  1807,  of  the  company's 
receipts  and  disbursements  for  1807-8, 
•hewed  a  deficit  of  «,«13,796/.  It  was 
in  consideration  of  the  state  of  things 
exhibited  by  this  account,  that  the  cora- 
p9By  were  last  year  empowered  by  Uew 


to  increase  their  bonded  debt  two  mi], 
lions  bevond  the  former  limit.  As  it  matt 
ba  satisfactory  to  the  committee  to  know 
what  were  the  real  receipts  and  pay- 
ments of  the  year  1 807-8,  they  are  stated 
in  the  accompanying  account,  No.  9, 
in  which  likewise,  for  the  further  satis- 
faction of  the  committee,  a  comparison 
is  made  between  the  estimated  and  the 
real  receipts  and  payments  of  that  year, 
shewing  the  excess  or  deficiency  of  the  es-  * 
timate,  and  t)ic  mamier  in  wliicli  the  ac- 
tual deficit  of  assets  was  applied  by  means 
of  extending  the  issue  of  company's  bonds, 
and  by  other  aids. 

The  account.  No.  3,  next  to  be  mention- 
ed, is  that  which  has  more  immediately 
occasioned  an  application  from  the  Cxinrt 
of  Directors  to  his  majesty's  government, 
and  in  consequence,  a  reference  of  tlie 
state  of  the  company's  affairs  to  the  consi- 
deration of  this  committc-e.  •  It  is  an  esti- 
mate of  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the 
company  fi'ofn  the  Ist  of  March,  1008, 
to  the  1st  of  March,  1809,  in  which,  af^er 
taking  credit  for  liie  bonds  yet  i-emaining 
to  be  issued,  contomiably  to  the  extended 
power  given  by  the  act  of  last  year,  the 
deficit  f^ppears  to  be  12,433,1851.  Credit  is 
taken  in  this  account  for  receipts  on  ac- 
count of  sales  in  1808-d,  to  the  amount  of 
only  4,932,1461.  To  shew  with  what  pro- 
priety this  low  sum  is  assumed,  the  sub- 
sidiaiy  account  (D)  is  submitted.  It  ex- 
hibits the  estimated  amount  of-sales  for 
the  year  1807-8,  witli  the  actual  amount 
of  sales  in  that  year,  and  this  again  com- 
pared ynth  the  esthnate  of  sales  now  in 
f|uestionfor  the  year  1808-9,  distingoishing 
in  both  years  the  goods  for  home  consnmp- 
tiou  and  for  exportation.  It  will  in  general 
have  appeared  from  the  documents  already 
referred  to,  particularly  the  statement 
No.  1 ,  that  the  deficiencies  in  the  company's 
home  funds,  for  some  past  years,  have 
arisen  from  exporting  and  paying  more  on 
account  of  India  and  Ciiina,  tfian  has  been 
received  in  tlie  same  period  from  the 
investments  returned  by  those  countries, 
after  deducting  the  necessary  charges  on 
them.  The  nrgent  causes  which  led 
to  large  exports  of  goods  and  bullion  for 
several  years  have  been  already  explained. 
The  export  of  bullion,  however,  ceat^d 
with  the  year  1805-6,  but  on  account  of 
the  obstrnctions  raised  on  the  continent 'of 
Europe  to  the  diffusion  of  the  produotioiu 
of  tliis  country  there,  and  the  many  and 
urgent  representations  made  by  roannfiit- 
turers,  particularly  in  the  great  branch  of 
woollens,  of  the  stagnation  in  their  trade, 
the  company,  who  have  long  made  it  a 
mle  to  promote  to  the  ntmost  of  their 
power  the  exportation  of  the  staples  of  the 
mother  coimtry,  although,  as  it  is  well 
known,  that  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war  in  1793  they  have  In  general  lost 
b)  them,  aad  might  •fteo  have  tent  mil 
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bullion  to  more  advantage,  were  aowilliDg 
unless  compelled  by  tlie  last  necessity,  to 
reduce  their  provision  of  those  articles ; 
and  as  tlic  woollens,  which  constitute  a 
very  larjjc  proportion  of  their  exports,  are 
•eut  chiefly  to  China,  tlie  returns  from 
whence  are  more  adequate  and  conte  to  a 
better  market,  no  considerable  rrducLion 
coold  have  been  made  in  the  export  of 
those  woollens,  or  of  specie  instead  of 
them,  witliont  deraiijii;ia^  the  nsiial  scale 
of  the  returns,  and  this  must  have  pro- 
duced otiier  inconveniences  in  respect 
to  tlie  shipping  which  the  company  are 
engaged  to  employ,  and  to  the  state  of  the 
tea  trade  at  home.      As  another  conse- 

3uence  of  this  unexampled  time,  extraur- 
inary  spppliesof  troops,  of  military  and 
navjal  stores,  have  been  sent  ui  the  last  two 
years,  and  must  bf^furtherprovided  for  India 
and  for  their  conveyance  an  additional  quan- 
tity of  shipping,  far  beyond  what  the  invest- 
ment of  the  company  ontward  and  home- 
ward reonires,  has  been,  and  must  neces- 

.  aarily  oe,  employed.  Other  political 
charges  payable  in  England,  particularly 
to  military  officers  retired  and  on  furlough, 
have  also  increased.  Moreover,  bills  of 
exchange  to  a  very  large  amount  have  been 
drawn  on  the  company  from  India  and 
China,  either  in  liquidation  of  Indian  debt, 
pr  for  tlie  supply  of  the  Canton  treasury 
with'bulKon  ;  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  say, 
that  for  tlie  payment  of  these  bills  provi- 
sion must  be  made.  The  freight,  customs, 
and  other  charges  incident  to  the  goods 
brought  home,  are  m  like  manner  articles 

.  of  unavoidable  obligation,  and  roust  be 
defrayed  from  the  produce  of  tlie  sales.  All 
these  concMf  ring  circumstances  of  afailure  in 
the  usual  source  of  income  on  the  one 
Ltod,  and  of  large  outgoings,  commercial 
and  political,  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
on  tlie  other,  have  naturally  and  necessa- 
rily cootini/eU  to  embarrass  the  home  ti- 
nances  of  the  company,  and  to  present  an 
alarming  prospect  for  the  year,  1808-9. 
Bat  it  is  more  particularly  in.the  diminisli- 
ed  receipts  from  India  and  China,  espe- 
cially the  former,  that  the  recent  embar- 
rassments are  chiefly  to  be  looked  for, 
and  the  increased  deficit  in  the  years 
1007-6,  and  1808-9,  are  distinctly  to  be 
referred  to  tliis  cause. 

By  the  account  (B.)  hereafter  to  be  de- 
scribed, it  will  be  seen  that  the  sale  amount 
of  Indian  goods,  which  in  1798-9  stood  at 
I  4,667,^95 
and  in  1805-6  was  reduced  to  .  .  2,254,899 

in  1806-7  fell  to 1,47:2,074 

in  1807-8  per  account  (C.)was  1,309,080 
and  UD  1808-9  per  Do.  is  1,191,213 
The  causes  of  these  prog'rcssiye  diminu- 
tions in  the  sales  must  be  too  well  under- 
stood to  requite  any  particular  explanation. 
The  sales  of  the  China  investment,  which 
are  almost  entirely  tor  home  consumption. 

■bave  continued  without  any  T«ry  ^lateiial 


variation  since  the  year  1798?9,  idtfaoiigh 
the  factory  at  Canton  is  at  this  tisM  omw- 
derably  indebted*  to  the  company  for  the 
excessof  tbesoppBesithas  received  in  some 
late  years,  above  its  returns  to  £«rope,as 
will  be  shewn  hereafter. 

As  therefore  the  payments  for  exports, 
bills  of  exchanj^e,  and  other  unavoidahle 
outgoings,  have  continued  in  the  two  last 
years  nearly  at  the  staudard  of  the  ^ref 

f»receding  .years,  and  tiie  receipts  have  £&I- 
en  far  below  the  standard,  the  cause  of 
deficit  both  in  the  past .  and  present  year 
becomes  at  once  apparent.  This,  however, 
will  be  better  illustrated  by  the  second 
part  of  the  account  N  6^1.  in  which  the 
comparison  made  between  the  period  fron 
March  1603,  to  March  1806,  with  the  pe- 
riod firom  Mardi  1800  to  March  1805,  is 
carried  on  in  the  same  manner  from  Maidi 
1806  to  March  1808. 

By  comparing  tlie  receipts  and  payaMBts 
in  these  two  years,  witli  the  average  re- 
ceipts and  payments  of  two  years  in  the 
three  from  1800  to  1803,  they  will  stand 
thus : 

Receipts  less L  3,S78,850 

Payments  less,  to  be  deducted •  •       17i;m 

Comparative  diminution  in  the 

years  1806-7 andl807-8**-*  3,807^463 
To  which  add  the  diminution  as 

above  stated,  from  1803  to 

1806. • 4,459,698 

Total  comparative  diminution  of 
home  funds  on  account  of 
India  and  China,  in  five 
years  to  1st  March  18oa.....  7,667,163 

In  this  account  No.  1,  it  will  be 

observed  that  the  receipts 

from  March  1803  to  Match 

1808,are...». 28,885,Mi 

And  the  payments.. 36,319,^ 

Excess  of  payments. .» •  I,  7,433,83^ 

It  may  therefore  naturally  be  an  object  of 
enquiry,  by'what  means  the  compaay  w^re 
enabled  to  make  up  so  large  a  sum,  and  tbr 
subsidiary  account  (A.)  is  intended  to  af> 
ford  the  requiiiite  exphination  on  this  head ; 
more  particularly  to  illustrate  the  decrease 
both  m  the  amount  of  sales  of  the  compa- 
ny's Indian  goo^s,  and  in  the  amount  and  the 
rate  of  profits  on  them  in  the  last  five  years, 
the  subsidiary  account  (B)  already  noticed, 
which  begins  with  the  year  1798-9  u>d 
ends  with  18^)6-7  is  produced.  It  contaau 
also  a  view  of.  the  sales  and  profits  of  Chu&a 
goods  which  wiU  be  found  not  to  have  fatten 
off. 

Tlie  large  snm  iti  which,  as  will  )»e  fuiUectsd 
from  the  account.  No.  i ,  India  and  China 
have  become  indebted  to  the  home  concern 
in  the  course  of  the  last  few  years,  and  of 
which  a  morf  particular  view  will  |»^  fif«a 
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iii  tbe  seqn^  may  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
tended retrenchments  in  India  be  expected 
to  be  in  a  considerabie  degree  repaid  at  no 
distant  period.  But,  in  the  nieantinie,  the 
company  have  a  great  amonnt  of  property 
more  within  their  reach.  The  unsold  goocb 
at  present  in  their  warehoiiites  in  London, 
4uid  witli  much  certainty  expected  in  the 
coune  of  the  season,  valued  at  the  prime 
cost,  amount,  according  to  the  enclosed  ac- 
count. No,  4,  to  7,148,440/.  and  valued  at 
the  selling  prices  moderately  estimated, 
amonnt  to  ]3,086,303i.  To  enable  tlie 
committee  to  compare  the  amount  of  goods 
on  band  at  this  period,  with  the  amount  on 
hand  in  fonner  yean,  as  far  back  as  the 
year  1798-9,  the  subsidiary  account  (E.)  is 
exhibited,  ft  will  be  found  on  examining 
this  account,  that  tlie  amount  of  goods  now 
on  hand  i&,  in  an  absolute  9ense,  unusually 
large,  dnd  also  that  in  a  comparative  sense 
it  is  in  ^till  a  larger  proportion,  because  it  ig 
ibrmed  from  importations  inferior  to  those 
of  precedins:  }CiHnt,  with  the  remains  of 
iwhicli  the  comparison  is  to  be  made.  The 
article  of  tea,  which  constitutes  so  consider- 
able a  part  of  tlie  stock  of  goods  on  hand, 
is  sure  of  a  sale,  because  it  is  chiefly  used 
A>r  home' consumption. 

To  these  more  immediate  resonrces  the 
Court  of  Directors  tliink  themselves  en- 
titled to  add  the  large,  and  as  they  conceive, 
most  equitable  claim,  which  the  company 
«tin  have  upon  government,  for  tlie  various 
expenditures  made  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lic in  the  East  Indies;  the  account  6f 
wiiich  is  now  referred  to  tlib  honourable 
committee.  As  a  separate  reprei«entation 
on  tliis  subject  will  be  addressed  to  the 
committee,  it  shall  not  here  be  enlarged 
upon  ;  but  tlic  court  feel  themselves  war- 
ranted to  expect,  that  tlie  coiiiidciice  of  the 
company  in  the  liberalrty  of  government, 
and  their  promptitude  to  embark  in  the 
pnblic  service,  without  exact  stipulations 
for  the  ■  repayment  of  their  disbursements, 
jhould  not  prejudice  them  in  the  settlement 
of  their  accounts  ;  and  tliat  even  what,  in 
a  more  flourishing  state  of  their  aMrs, 
they  might  have  been  willing  to  sacrifice  to 
the  public  service,  will  not  be  exacted 
from  them  under  tlie  pressures  with  which 
they  have  to  stniggle ;  but  that,  as  the  pre- 
sent committee  arc  called  to  consider  ge- 
nerally of  their  affairs,  and  have  unrestric- 
ted powers  for  that  end,  so  they  will  ieel 
themselves  at  liberty  to  award  to  the  com- 
pany, fur  their  demands  on  government, 
whatever  sum  the  justice  of  the  case,  ren* 
dered  more  indij'pensable  by  tlie  present  ex- 
igent sitnation  of  the  company,  shall  be 
Ibnnd  to  reqtiire. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  if  the  want  of 
sales  should  continue  tliroogh  another  year, 
that  is  the  year  1809-10,  i&  pressure  upon 
the  company's  home  finances  will  also  con- 
tinOe  ;  and  for  making  good  whatever  the 
avaikble  retonrcet  of  the  compaDy,  iodod- 


ing  the  amonnt  to  be  received  by  them  in 
liquidation  of  the  debt  of  government, 
may  not  supply  both  for  the  current  year^ 
according  to  the  account  No.  3 ;  and  for 
the  year  1809-10,  undoubtedly  the  compa- 
ny will  require  aid.  The  amount  of  goodf 
on  hand,  or  expected  in  the  course  of  the 
season,  per  account  No.  4,  and  which 
amount,  probably,  will  not  be  less  at  any 
future  period,  except  in  the  case  oi  more 
current  sales,  which  change  would  of  itself 
go  fiu*  to  remove  the  existing  difficulties, 
may,  if  security  should  be  required  for 
the  loan,  form  a  near  and  tangible  security; 
but' the  repayment  can  be  made  only  gra- 
dually, and  in  such  proportions  as  not  to 
interrupt  the  necessary  currency  of  the 
company's  afilairs.  It  is  to  be  remembered  ' 
that,  if  even  the  pressure  now  felt  should 
extend  beyond  the  present  year,  the  lai^ 
arrears  in  wliiph  India  and  China  are  in- 
debted to  the  home  concern  may  gradually 
be  expected  to  flow  in,  and  if  not  imme- 
diately to  increase  the  sales,  which  may 
also  happen,  at  least  to  increase  the  mass 
of  security  at  home.  It  is  farther  to  be  re- 
collected, tliat  tfie  China  trade,  which  it 
the  most  solid  source  of  commercial  profit 
to  the  company,  remains,  and  is  likely  td 
continue  entire. 

From  this  source  chiefly  the  company 
have  been  enabled  to  pay  the  dividends  On 
tlieir  stock,  regulated  by  the  act  of  1793^ 
and  have  still  tlie  prospect  of  deriving 
from  it  fuflicient  funds  for  that  purpose. 
The  embarrassments  which  the  company 
now  sufler,  although  immediately  aggra- 
vated by  the  obstructions  to  the  national 
commerce,  have  in  fact  their  origin,  as 
may  be  cleariyseen  from  the  account  No.  U 
and  another  account  to  be  afterwards  stated, 
in  political  causes.  It  would  be  myust 
and  impolitic,  with  every  flnctuatioii 
arising  from  such  causes,  to  alter  the  rat* 
of  dividend  on  the  stock.  It  would  have 
the  worst  effisct  upon  the  credit  and  a^rs 
of  the  company,  and  would  in  particuhir 
be  unfair  to  the  stockholders,  who  come 
in  upon  the  faith  of  a  dividend  settled  by 
Parliament,  and  derive  no  advantage  from 
all  the  immense  concerns  which  the  com- 
pany manage,  but  common  interest  for 
their  money.  The  Court  of  Directors  there- 
fore earnestly  deprecate  the  idea  of  any 
alteration  in  the  dividend,  if  any  snch 
suggestion  should  be  made. 

t.  With  respect  to  the  Indian  finances^ 
after  the  cessation  of  tlie  Mahratta  war^ 
which  cessation  took  place  abont  the  end 
of  the  year  1805,  the  Court  of  Directors 
had  reason  to  expect  a  speedy  and  cou« 
sidcrable  reduction  of  expenditure  there, 
even  reckoning  upon  large  military  arrears 
to  be  liquidated  after  the  peace,— And 
although  they  were  considerably  dis- 
appointed by  the  result  of  the  year  1806-7, 
which  still  shewed  a  deficit  of  1,764,000 
without  allowing  any  thing  for  invesliBeitt 
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they  had  anicli  confidence  id  tbe  positive, 
asfturancet  of  the  govcrnor-ffenenil,  sir 
George  Bmrlow,  that  in  the  foliewinf  year 
there  would  be  a  clear  and  large  snrplas 
applicable  to  the  provision  of  investment, 
or  the  reduction  or  debt 

To  the  great  surprise  and  mortification 
ef  the  court,  however,  the  estimate  for  the 
year  1 807.H,  UteJy  received  from  India,  an 
abstract  ofwhidi  is  now  before  thecom- 
^mittee,  exhibits,  according  to  the  accom- 

}>anyini;  copy  oifit,  No.  f ,  a  deficit  of  no 
ess  a  sum  tlian  l,tM).000/.  and  the  troops 
tent  out  laitt  year  will  add  150,0001.  to  this 
4eficit,  still  without  any  allowance  for  in- 
yestment  or  commercial  charges ;  which 
last  circumstance  is  noticed  here  for  tlie 
sake  of  explaining  the  >  account,  not  mean- 
ing to  imply  tliat  the  allotment  of  hirge 
investments  for  Europe  would  at  the  pre- 
sent juncture  have  much  relieved  the  com- 
pany^i  hooie  exigencies,  though  ondoubtedly 
tney  would  have  increased  the  great  mass 
of  property  possessed  by  the  company  in 
England  for  the  secnri^  of  its  home  en- 
l^affements.  But  an  Indian  surplus  would 
still  have  been  of  Importance,  even  if 
nppUed  to  investment,  because  npon  the 
re-opening  the  channels  of  commerce, 
which  it  may  be  hoped  are  not  to  continue 
In  the  present  unnatural  state,  it  would 
have  proved  an  unavailable  Aind  here ; 
or  if  such  a  snrplns,  instead  of  being  ap- 
pliod  to  investment  had  been  used  to 
lessen  the  amoniiC  of  bills  npon  the  com- 
pany Irom  India  and  China,  it  would  have 
awre  immediately  contributed  to  alleviate 
llie  pressure  npon  the  treasury  at  home. 

3.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Indian 
debt  mnst  stiU  have  been  increasing,  and 
jiecording  to  th^  best  estimate  that  can  be 
formed  of  its  amount  on  the  first  of  May, 
)808t  which  is  given  in  the  account, 
No.  8,  it  will  stand  at  51^95,0001.  On 
this  snbject  it  is  impossible,  in  any  general 
consideration  of  the  company's  wtirs,  to 
avoid  eminently  fixing  the  attention.  It 
is  of  too  comprehensive  a  nature  to  be 
trea^  fully  in  such  a  paper  as  this  is 
designed  to  be,  and  the  few  observations 
*  wfab^h  shall  at  present  be  ofiered  upon  it 
mill  rather  be  of  a  financial  and  econo- 
mical kind,  growing  naturally  out  of  the 
subject^  than  directed  to  any  political 
disenssion  of  the  various  measures  by 
which  the  debt  has  been  swelled  to  its  ac- 
tual magnitude. 

Of  the  many  baneful  effects  confessedly 


produced  by  the  vast  increase  of  tbe  Ta* 
dian  d<8>t  upon  all  the  interests  of  the 
company,  one  has  home,  znd  rourt  con- 
tinue to  bear,  directly  and  powerftrily  on 
the  home  finances,  namely  the '  redurtiott, 
and  at  len^,  the  extinction,  of  the  snrplas 
of  revenue,  from  which  a  miHion  ster* 
lingwas  to  be  annnally  ajjf  ropriate<l  to  the 
purposes  of  invritinent  ^  This  i  eMvnrcc  has 
lon^  been  docliniuif,  and  for  a  scries  of 
yeais  past,  in  whirh  European  war,  always 
productive  of  cxttaordinary  ex  pence  \o 
the  company,  rci:  Icrcd  such  a  resource 
more  hecesftdiy,  has  entirely  ceased.  A 
great  part  of  thd  intcrcRt  on  tlie  dtbthw 
of  late  been  paid,  by  adding  to  the  capital 
of  that  debt.  I'his  change  in  ttie  com^ 
of  its  progress  has  had  a  very  unfavourable 
influence  upon  the  home  concerns  of  tbe 
company,  preventing  tliat  improvement  of 
them  which  would  other^j^se  have  tmkm 
place  according  to  tlie  intemion  of  the  art 
of  1793,  and  at  length  extinguishing  tlie 
means  which  formerly  enabled  the  coir^ 
pany  to  defray  the  political  charges  pav^ 
able  in  England :  chari^es  for  which  tuere 
will  hencerorth  be  no  other  fund  than  what 
the  commerce  of  tiie  company  may  fumisfa, 
until  <J>y  economy  and  retrenchment,  a 
surplus  from  the  revenue  shall  be  again 
restored.  During  the  period  here  spoken 
of  there  has  been  on  the  whole,  as  the 
observation  just  made  implies,  no  diminn- 
tion  of  ttie  civil  and  military  expendi- 
tures to  compensate  for  the  heavier  charge 
of  interest ;  but  on  the  contrary,  wfaibt 
the  revenues  liave  fi-om  different  acqmsi- 
tions  and  annexations  been  greatly  en- 
hanced, the  expenditure  has  kept  pace  with 
the  increase,  and  has  even  ontmn  it; 
so  that,  although  when  in  1703-4.  oar 
revenues  were  only  eight  millions  per 
annum,  we  had  a  surplus  of  1,600,000; 
now  that  our  revenues  are  fifteen  millions 
per  annum,  we  have  a  deficit  even  in  the 
second  year  of  peace,  according  to  account 
No.  10,  of  1,019,097.  That  a  more  dis- 
tinct view  may  be  exhibited  of  tfie  finan- 
cial state  of  the  company  abroad  at  diffe> 
rent  periods  ;  the  account  No.  l,  has  beea 
prepared,  to  shew  the  amount  of  the  Indian 
revenues,  of  the  charges,  an^^ surplus  or 
deficit  of  the  company,  from  the  year 
1793-4,  to  the  year  1807-S,  inclusive; 
togather  with  the  state  of  tbe  Indian  debt 
throogh  the  same  space  of  time.  From 
this  account  the  follovring  periods  are  ex- 
tracted  for  illustrating  what  is  here  stated. 


J7^34— First  year) 
oftliecom-C^ 
pany  "B  new  r 
charter,     j 

a7d8.9  •  -  r  • 
|«0«r3  -  -  -  J 
iaav6  .  -  -  . 
1807-8,  per  Estimate 


Revenues. 


8,276,770 


8,652,032 
►1,464,237 
15,217,516 
14,614,^61 


i^harg^.    Interest. 


6,066,923 


&i6,205 


£' 
1,683,64s 


8,417,812  759,326 
11,045,1081,577,922 
15,561,330  2,070,792 
13,436,198  2,197,160 


Surplus. 


843,507 


Deficit. 


Amount    uf  Debt. 


Apr.  1793.  7,971,668 

Do.1798-10,866,588 

525,106    I>o.l799-l«,8ll,863 

1)0.1803-19,5*3,737 

2,414,606    Do.1806-28,558,804 

1/)19,097   Do.1808-31,895,000 

Estimated. 
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The  connnel-cial  chai^  antl  rapplies 

o  Hencoolcn  &c.  are  not  here  Included. 

l*be    diai^et  are  tbc   amount  paid  in 

:he  reapeclive  years,  as  stated  in  Nos*S. 

>.  8.  ot  the  budf^et  accounts. 

What  is  most  obvious  and  strikine  in 
this  statement,  is  the  increase,  not  ot  the 
rharges  only,,  but  also  of  the  debt,  as  the 
revenues  increased,  and  not  merely  in 
proportion  to  tlie  increase  of  the  revenues; 
for  whilst  from  the  year  iry3-4  to  the 
year  1805-6,  tiie  amount  of  the  i^eveniies 
kias  not  l>ecn  quite  doubled,  that  of  the 
charges  has  been  increased,  as  five  to  two, 
and  Siat  of  the  debt  nearjy  quadrapleu,  be- 
sides a  tcry  large  sum  of  debt  tiansfer red  in 
the  course  of  that  period  to  England..  The 
li^reatest  increase  under  all  these  heads  has 
been  since  the  year  1796-U.  The  first  fonncp- 
dation  «f  tlic  debt  was  laid  by  the  Mabratta 
war  of  1778.  The  accumulation  of  that 
debt,  aiui  of  charges,  may  in  most  part  be 
accounted  for  by  Sie  foreign  expeditions 
undertakeo  from  India  at  the  desire  of  his 
majesty's  ministers,  the  two  wars  of  My- 
sore, the  two  wars  of  1803-4  and  5,  with 
the  Mahratta  cliiefs,  fand  the  permanent 
increase  of  military  establishmenis  occa- 
sioned by  these  CYcnts,  and  other  political 
measures  of  the  same  period. 

It  has  not  been  unusual  to  ascribe  the  in- 
crease cf  the  debt  in  a  considerable 
degree  to  the  company's  Indian  investment ; 
for  the  provision  of  which  it  has  been 
alleged,  that  they  had  not  a  sufficient  capi- 
tal of  their  own,  and  that  when  a  sur- 
plus failed  to  be  received  from  the  Indian 
revenue,  there  was  no  v  ay  of  procuring 
investment,  but  by  borrowing  money  in 
India.  This,  however,  will  be  found  a 
very  inaccurate  view  of  the  subject.  That 
advances  for  the  Indian  investment  have 
been  made  from  the  general  treasuries  of 
the  company,  without  discriminating 
whether ,  commercial  funds  were  at  that 
time  forthcoming,  and  even  whilst  Enro- 
pean  goods  and  stores  imported  by  the 
company  remained  unsold,  is  not  to  be 
disputed.  The  treasuries  which  supplied 
those  advances  may  also  have  been  occa- 
sionally replenished  by  loans,  as  well  as 
by  revenue  j  the  annual  investments  sent 
to  Europe,  may  moreover  have  at 
times  exceeded  the  supplies  of  goods, 
stores  and  bullion,  received  from  Europe, 
and  may  have  been  rather  res^ulated  by 
the  general  ability  of  the  treasuries  abroad, 
than  by  the  quantum  of  importattons  from 
Europe ;  but  all  these  circumstances, 
though  they  have  given  coloor  to  the 
notion  now  under  consideration,  are  far 
from  proving  it.  There  are  other  ma* 
terial  circumstances  to  be  taken  into  tl^c 
account.  The  company  have  long  been 
in  the  habit  of  paying  in  England  political 
charges  strictly  appertaining  to  the  terri- 
tory. For  these  charges  3ie  company 
oev ef  have  cred^  m  the  Imdian  accounts. 


The   large  supplies  of  stores,    and  part 
even  of  the  goods  sent  out  annually  by 
the  company  to  India,  are  intended  for 
political  purposes,  and  the  whole  amount 
of  thi-m  should    be  brought  in  India  to 
the  credit  of  the  home    concerns,  from 
the  time  they  are  shipped ;  but  the  prac- 
tice has  been  to  credit  the  company  lor 
them  oidy  as  tliey  were  taken  out  from 
tlie  Indian    wareliouses  for   use;  and  no 
losses  of  such    articles  in  tlie  way  out- 
ward, or  in  In<lia,  liave  ever  been  brought 
to  tlie  credit  of  London  at  all.    Moreover, 
it  is  evident  from   what  has  been  already 
stated  ill  this  exposition,  that  the  supplies 
of  goods  und  bullion  from  England  have  at 
times,  at  least,  exceetled  tlie  returns  for  the 
same  period.    The  only  w  ay,  thcrelore, 
to  come  to  an  accurate    conclusion,   is 
to  state  all  that  England  has  received  from 
India  and  China;  and  sent  to,  or  paid, 
for  India  and  China  in  anv  given  period, 
and  thence  to  strike  the  balances     Such 
a  sbiteroent  is  exhibited  in  the  accompa- 
nying paper.  No. ,%  which  begins  with  the 
year    l7y7-.>,    and    ends  with    the  year 
1806-7.    On  the  one  side  this  statement 
shews  all  that  has  been  sent  to  India  and 
China  in  goods,  stores  and  bullion,  and  all 
that  has  been  paid  for  bills  drawn  from 
thence,  or  for  political  charges  attaching 
to  the  Indian  territory  ;  and  on  the  other 
side,   the   statement  shews  all   that  has 
been  sent  from  India  and  China  in  goods 
and  bills,  and  all  payments  received  here 
ifrom  government,  or  payments  made  in 
India,  for   commercial  cliarges ;  and  also 
for  any  loss  that  has  occuned  in  English 
exports  sold  there.    India  and  China  aro 
not  debited  ibr  goods  lost  in  the  way  tlii- 
ther,  knd  they  are  credited  for  goods  sent 
thence  which  have  been  captured  or  lost 
in  their  passage  home.     Alter  all  these 
allowances  and  aiyustments,  which^  ac- 
cording  to  the  best    knowledge  of   the 
court,    comprehend  every  thing    the  ac- 
count ought  to  contain,  tlie  balance  is  in  fa- 
vour of  England^  or  of  the  company  at 
home,  5,691,6891.  If  it  be  asked  from  what 
funds  at  home  the  company  have  been  able 
to  bring  India  so  largely  indebted  ?  the  an- 
swer is  obvious  ;from  the  increase  of  their 
capital  stock  and  bonded  debt,  and  from 
the  eonsiderabre  temporary  credits  they 
always    have  for     investments  outward. 
From    this  accovnt  it   is  clear,  that  the 
8om  of  19   millions  of  debt  contracted  in 
India  since  the  year  1798-9  down  to  the 
^ear  1807*8,  England,    or  the  company 
m  its  commercial  capacity,  is  justly  charge- 
able with  no  part ;  and  that,  on   the  con- 
trary,  India  has  in  that  period  become 
largely  indebted  to  England.     For  the 
fuller  illustration  of  this  subject,  an  ac» 
count  is  now  preparing,  to  shew  what  mo- 
nies have  been  received  into  the  Indian 
treasuries,   on  any   account  whatsoever, 
since  the  yew  l7tfS-4  to  the  latest  period^ 
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and  how  th^  have  been  applied ;  bnt  this 
account  mnt't  neccMarily  be  complex,  and 
require  considerable  time  and  Inboar. 

Although  it  i»  not  the  leadmc  parpone 
of  this  exposition  to  treat  of  the  Hqaida- 
lion  of  tlie  Indian  debt,  yet  it  is  impos* 
•ible  to  advert  to  its  amoont,  nearly  thirty- 
two  millions,  as  before  stated,  and  tlie 
circomstances  of  the  company,  without 
expres^inp;  an  anaioiis  solicitude  for  tlie 
?ea action  of^  a  btirthen  become  intolerable. 
The  first  and  most  obvious  me ansto  that  end 
is  a  retrendimentof  the  Indian  expenditure, 
io  as  to  prnduce  a  large  annoal  surplus  of 
revenue.  Ur^rent  and  repeated  injunctions 
have  bern  sent  to  India  in  the  course  of 
the  pa»t  year  on  thi<  head,  and  extreme 
disappointment  has  bees  felt  at  home  that 
the  Indian  advices  of  reductions  have,  in 
point  of  amoimt,  fallen  ho  far  short  of  the 
expectations  entertained  here,  and  have 
not  b«en  so  speciilc  as  to  shew  in  what 
articUs  retreiichmentt  have  been  effected. 
It  was  the  earnest  mish  of  the  court  to 
take  this  important  affair  into  tlieir  own 
hands,  and  they  have  actnally  gone  a  con- 
siderable way  in  preparinc:  a  scheme  of 
retrenrliments  here  ;  hut  sem^iUe  that  the 
local  governnientH  must  be  far  better  able 
to  judge  of  the  details  of  such  an  impor- 
taot  reform  than  persons  at  this  distiuice, 
and  hoping  still  for  early  advices  of  the 
completion  of  it  by  them,  the  measure  has 
hitherto  been  suspended,  bnt  with  a  posi- 
tire  notification  to  the  supreme  ;^ovem- 
■tent  that  it  will  certainly  be  adopted,  if 
the  proceedings  abroad  do  not  render  it 
mmecessary. 

AuoClier  mode  usually  adverted  to  in 
the  question  for  liquidating  tlie  Indian- 
debt,  is  by  transfer  to  England,  the  imme* 
diate  efifect  of  which  w^n.Id  be  a  saving 
of  the  diflTerenee  between  tlie  English 
and  the  Indian  rate  of  interest.  In  tlie 
actual  state  of  things  tim  mode  seems 
impracticable,  nnless  the  public  would, 
by  a  loan,  enable  the  company  to  propose 
paying  off  a  consideiable  Mim  in  India, 
which  would  probably  lead  to  a  reduction 
•f  interest  there ;  ami  upon  a  sum  tar 
more  extensive,  probably  also  to  the  trans- 
fer of  part  of  the  debt  to  England.  Either 
way,  the  company  might  be  able,  from  the 
reduction  of  the  rate,  and  tlie  amount  of  an- 
nual interest  now  payable  ia  India,  to  make 
good  the  interest  of  the  loan  from  govern- 
•lent,  and  effect  a  saving  bt*sides. 

The  plan  of  fiin<ling  the  Indian  debt, 
which  was  agitated  last  year,  derives  ad- 
ditional recommendation  from  present  and 
prospective  circumstances.  The  Bengal 
government  have  been  desired  to  give 
their  opinion,  whether  it  would  be  likely 
to  be  acceptable  in  Imlia?  and  their  an« 
swer  may  be  expected  in  the  coarse  of 
tlie  current  year.  But  another  measure, 
also  mentioned  to  the  Bengal  government, 
fppean  i»ojvr  to  b«  Indispensable  }  that  oi 


eUablisliiiig  a  siaktog  famd  in  Imfia.  Tttt 
means  are  not  easy,  hot  it  is  not  hnpossiblc 
to'  devise  some  new  retourcet ,  to  wUcb 
the  exigencies  of  thiserentfol  period  oogfac 
to  reconcile  the  company,  and  all  whom 
interests  are  •embarked  with  theirs.  It 
b  obvious,  however,  that  no  expedtcots 
for  reducing  the  debt  can  prove  sofficicBtly 
effectual,  unless  an  absointe  limit  is  p«t 
to  the  increase  of  cxpence.  In  tbe  msli- 
tary  department  the  charges  have  rapidly 
advanced  of  late  years,  and  in  one  branch 
of  it  even  since  the  Mahratta  peace ;  that 
b,  by  the  augmentation  of  king^  troopa 
sent  to  India,  which  the  change  in  onr 
political  situation  in  India  by  tlie  late  war 
there,  and  the  possibility  of  new  commo- 
tions, have  required,  and  which  the  coo- 
tibgency  even  of  a  land  invasion  of  Imfia 
ma^  render  necessary  npon  a  large  scale. 
This  subject,  although  it  forms  an  arti<rle 
in  the  long  account  between-  govemnient 
and  the  company,  yet,  as  connected  with 
present  and  prospec^tive  circomstances^ 
It  is  thought  expedient  again  to  introdnce 
here.  Tne  company  have  incnrred  a  vriy 
heavy  charge  on  account  of  those  troops 
and  they  think  that  they  have  an  eqnrtable 
claim  on  government,  not  only  for  the  new 
and  excessive  expence  to  which  they  have 
been  subjected  in  the  last  four  years,  but 
for  the  whole  number  of  king's  troops, 
exceeding  the  parliamentary  limit,  which 
have  beoi  sent  out  since  the  commence^ 
mcnt  of  tbe  foreign  expeditions  from  India, 
which  bc^'n  in  1797 ;  and  all  the  sobse- 
quent  military  operations  in  which  those 
troops  assisted,  nave  either  immediately 
served  national  purposes  against  the 
French,  as  in  the  war  of  Mysore,  or 
have  been  carried  on  nnder  the  controal  of 
hb  majesty's  govemnient.  ThO  statonest^ 
No.  9,  fthews  the  company  have  a  claim 
on  all  tliose  accounts  to  the  anoant  of 
1,800.000/, 

It  is  now  become  absolutely  vlHiesmj 
to  draw  the  line  beyond  whicxi  the  com- 
pany sliall  not  incur  the  charge  of  king's 
troops  sent  to  India.  Frqm  all  that  £s 
just  been  stated,  it  is  sufficiently  plain,  that 
our  Indian  revenues  will  not,  with  reqai* 
site  allowances  for  the  other*  branches  of 
public  expenditure,  suffice  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  the  present  military  establbh- 
ments,  of  which  the  king's  troops,  inclnd* 
iug  their  passage  to  and  from  India,  aad 
the  recruiting  service,  form  so  extensive 
a  pai't.  Reduction,  therefore,  b  here  in- 
dispensable. Increase,  payable  from  tbe 
funds  of  the  compan^^,  is  impossible;  and  thb 
b  a  subject  on  which  a  clear  and  denite 
understanding  b  immediately  necessary. 

For  wars  growing  ont  of  our  Indian 
system,  at  least  before  we  had  spread  om^ 
selves,  as  within  these  iew  yean  we  have 
done,  over  so  much  of  the  contiaest  of 
Hindostan,  our  Indian  resonroes,  witdi 
the  aid  of  loaos^  hava  beca  found  ado- 
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^uate.  These  loans,  iodeed,  bcve  pnnred 
prejadictal  to  the  company,  and  have 
already  been  extended  to  an  amoont  which 
could  not  have  been  pre-conceived.  But 
against  the  infasion  of  great  European 
'  armies  by  land,  the  company's  revenues 
can  by  no  means  provide,  and  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  tlie  current  revenues  of. 
the  Mogul  empire,  when  flourishing  and 
under  one  head,  would  long  have  been 
sufficient  for  such  purpose.  If  the  eastern 
territory  were  possessed  by^an  Indian 
prince,  dependent  on  this  country,  what 
more  could  be  expected  of  him  thaun  to 
use  tlie  utmost  means  his  territory  afford- 
ed against  the  conunon  enemy  ?  The  na- 
tion has  an  interest  in  preserving  the  eas- 
tern possessions  to  this  country,  and  from 
the  hands  of  the  French,  greater  even 
than  that  of  the  company.  The  com- 
pany have  acquired  and  maintained  them, 
inlimtely  more  to  the  advantage  of  the 
nation  at  larse,  than  its  own. .  If  those 
possessions  should  at  length  be  assailed 
py  powers  to  which  the  revennes  and  re- 
sources derivable  from  them  can  provide  no 
effectual  opposition,  it  is  but  just  that  some 
part  of  the  wealth  which  has  flowed  from 
them  into  Great  Britain,  through  public  and 
private  channels,  for  the  last  fifty  years, 
should  be  employed  in  their  defence; 
and  in  defending  them  out  of  means  they 
|iave  themselves  furnished,  tliis  country 
will  only  act  in  the  maintenance  of  its  own 
essential  intei  ests. 

AAer  these  observations  on  the  debt  of 
the  company,  it  may  be  proper  to  advert 
to  the  general  result  of  their  afiairs,  as  it 
nppcars  in  the  hist  annual  account,  entitled 
stock  per  computation,  made  up  to  the  first 
day  of  March,  1808,  and  numbered  6.  In 
this  statemeut,  after  charging  the  company 
with  the  Indian  debt  up  to  the  latest  period 
to  which  the  Indian  quick  stock  accounts 
are  received,  and  chargmg  also  the  capital 
stock  subscribed  by  the  proprietors  at  tiie 
s|im  of  7,780,000^  stertinic,  the  balance 
against  th^  company  is  1%,313,153/.  With- 
out chaiging  the  sums  due  to  the  proprie- 
tors, the  balance  will  be  4,533,1 53/.  For 
th^  there  are  the  territorial  possessions, 
the  foi-ts,  settlement^  and  lands  con- 
j«titnting  tlie  original  estate  of  the  company 
before  the  acquisition  of  the  Dewanuee, 
and  a  va.st  mass  of  buildings,  stores,  &c. 
placed  under  tlie  head  of  dead  stock,  at  a 
fium  far  inferior  to  their  value.  Any  c  .'il- 
cient  plan  for  the  liquidation  of  the  Indian 
debt  will  restore  the  balance  of  this  acconut 
to  the  right  side,  where  it  long  stood. 

To  come  now  tA  the  more  immediate 
purpose  of  this  exposition. — The  company, 
Crustrated  for  a  series  of  past  years  of  the 
ifurplus  the  law  intended  them  to  derive 
from  the  Indian  revenues,  largely  in  ad- 
vance for  India  and  China ;  ^wn  upon 
^om  those  countries  fQC  veiy  considerable 


•oms,  pftrtly  on  accoimt  of"  the  Indian 
debt ;  ancK  unable  from  the  unexampled 
circumstances  ,  of  this  thne,  to  sell  goofis 
for  exportation,  which  they  have  to  a  large 
amount  in  their  warehouses,  the  company 
indispensably  need  an  aid,  for  which  they 
can  look  only  to  the  public. 

In*  the  estimate.  No.  3,  of  receipts  in 
1808-9,  credit  is  taken  for  the  balance  not 
yet  used  of  the  two  millions  of  bonds, 
which  the  company  were  empowered,  by 
the  act  of  last  session,  to  issue.  Still  the 
sum  wanted  to  meet  the  exigences  of  tlie 
ensuing  year,  amounts  to  nearly  two  mil- 
lions ami  an  half  sterling.  That  the  na- 
tional interest  is  concern^  in  the  support 
of  the  company,  and  that  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances describcHl  in  this  statement, 
they  are  entitled  to  public  support  in  the 
present  exigence  of  Clieir  afiairs,  it  is  hoped 
will  not  be  disputed.  In  what  manner 
that  support  shonhl  be  afforded,  it  is  for  go- 
vernment and  for  parliament  to  determine. 
A  few  observations,  however,  npon  this 
subject  shall  be  sumnitted.  The  present  is 
a  most  inauspicious  time  for  the  increase  of 
the  capital  stock,  and  possibly  the  romonra 
already  afloat,  of  a  French  expedition 
through  Persia  would  obstruct  the  success 
of  such  an  attempt ;  neither  would  it  be 
advisable  to  extend  the  issue  of  bonds  be- 
vond  the  sum  of  five  millions,  to  wliich  the 
law  now  permits  tlie  company  to  go,  for 
there  is  always  a  danger  of  their  being 
poured  in  for  teas,  and  other  goods,  purchase 
ed  at  the  sales.  It  is  true,  that  our  exports 
of  British  manufactures,  wliich  are  estima- 
ted to  be  continued  on  ilie  usual  large  scale, 
inight  be  les.«ened,  and  in  case  of  necessity, 
recourse  mu^t  undoubtedly  be  had  to  this 
measure  ;  but  it  would  be  very  inexpedient, 
both  as  deranging  the  established  routine 
of  the  company's  commerce,  and  as  expos- 
ing a  numerous  body  of  manufacturers  of 
this  country,  who  now  have  little  employ- 
ment besides  the  comi>any*s,  to  aggravated 
distress.  The  debt  still  owing  by  govern- 
ment to  the  company,  although  againat  It 
may  be  placed  tlie  contingencies  of  the 
year  1809-10,  is  one  obvious  resource  ;  and 
on  this  head  it  may  be  permitted  to  reinark, 
tiiat  if  some  years  ago  it  was  a  great  hard- 
ship put  upon  the  company  to  cot  them 
down  so  much  in  the  repayment  of  large 
sumstfwhich  their  xeal  for  the  public  inte- 
rest, and  confidence  in  the  Uberality  ci  go- 
vernment, induced  them  to  advance  with 
inconvenience  to  themselves,  surely,  when 
they  are  reduced  to  such  straits,  it  would  be 
unjust  to  insist  on  such  a  mode  of  settle^ 
ment.  It  is  again  submitted,  therefore, 
whether  the  whole  account  should  not  be 
thrown  open,  in  order  to  be  settled  npon  a 
more  equitable  footing.  To  the  demands 
originally  contained  in  this  account,  must 
now  be  added  tlie  expence  of  maintaining 
in  India  the  king's  trootis  exceeding  the 
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pwtiaiiiniUry  tiintt,  sccordinp  to  the  state- 
nent  of  it,  which  will  be  found  in  the  ac- 
co«nt  No.  9. 

The  acooant  No.  5,  shews  that  the  com- 
pttny  are  snl>iected  to  larffe  annual  pay- 
ments in  Eaglaod  for  military  and  otht-r 
charges  appertaining  to  the  tcrritoty.  As 
the  territory,  from  its  defect  of  surplus, 
-does  not  now  pay  the  company  for  those 
eliarges,  might  it  not  he  natural  and  proper 
for  government  to  as:<ist  the  com;)any  by 
making  an  advance  to  be  hereat^er  r<-paid, 
lor  the  amount  of  tha«e  charges  disbursed 
IB  the  last  four  years,  and  to  be  sustained 
in  the  ensning  year.  The  compap^'S  dis- 
bursements under  this  head,  for  four  y«fars, 
may  amount, as  already  stated,to  i,So6,00(»/. 
•nd,  as  they  include  tlie  expence  of  send- 
ing king's  troops  and  military  stores  to  In- 
dia, it  seems  the  more  reasonable  that  go- 
vernment shonld  relieve  the  conipaoy,  by 
afToidtng  a  liberal  accommodation  on  ttie 
ground  of  those  ex pences.  Whatever  part 
of  the  *^,433,ia*»/.  dcfirient  f')r  the  ensu- 
ing year,  is  not  liquidated  by  payment  of 
the  government  debt  by  an  advance  in  the 
way  just  mentioned,  or  by  reducing  tlie 
rompaay's  exports,  they  mnst  of  necessity 
l«ok  for  from  public  aid  -,  and  tliis  impor- 
tant concern  is  the  more  urgent,  because  it 
will  appear  from  the  estimate.  No.  S,  that 
tlie  wants  of  the  company  i^ill  become 
large  in  the  month  of  April,  and  if  there 
•lieuld  he  any  demur  in  their  payments,  the 
credit  of  the  company,  under  the  appre- 
hensions excited  by  rumours  of  the  FVench 
designs  against  India,  will  be  aficcted,  and 
demands  more  pressed  upon  them. 

Before  concluding,  the  executive  body  of 
the  company  think  it  may  be  proper  for 
them  to  declare,  that  they  are  not  con- 
•cions  of  "having,  by  improvidence  or  mis- 
management, contributed  to  bring  the 
company^  affairs  into  the  embarrassments 
tn  which  they  are  now  involved.  They 
nay  be  placed,  in  a  very  material  degree, 
to  the  vast  increase  of  the  Indian  debt,  tiie 
consequence  of  varions  measures  adopted 
abroad,  nnder  the  administration  of  con- 
troul  exercised  by  his  majesty's  govermnent 
flkice  the  year  1784.  Those  embarrass- 
ments proceed  also  in  part  from  canses 
which  It  has  not  been  in  ike  power  of  this 
eonntry  to  controul.  An  unexampled  £u- 
fopean  war,  which  has  already  continued 
fourteen  years,  has  in  every  vray  aggrava- 
ted the  expences,  and  diminished  the  pro-  - 
fittr  of  the  company  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  increased  charges  or  freight  and  do- 
muirage  alone  occasioned  by  this  war  have 
amounted,  since  its  commencement,  to 
more  than  seven  mtlHons  sterling.  When- 
ever Great  Britain  is  involved  in  Enropean 
war,  the  cSecU  are  always  felt  in  India  in 
increased  military  expeoces,  even  when  no 
European  enemy  appears  in  the  field  there ; 
but  that  war  has  been  carried  into  India, 
and,  at  the  desire  of  his  majesty's  ^ovem* 


ment,  tlie  company  have  had  to  sustain  Ibt 
expence  of  various  foreign  expedifims  to 
the  French,  Dutch,  and  Spanish  posseaaioiis 
in  India,  and  to  Egypt,  all  chkny  on  the 
national  account ;  in  which,  as  is  well 
known,  the  company  expended  very  large 
sums,  borrowed  at'liigh  Indian  interest,  to 
the  prejudice  of  their  general  credit  and 
afiaiVs,  in  ^ms  which  cannot  be  made  mat- 
ter of  account.  This  war  mon^ver  has 
occasioned  a  gradual  risenn  tlie  coat  of 
home  mantifactiires  and  metals,  which  the 
company^  CdRsultiiig  the  national  interest, 
have  continued  to  export  for  many  years 
to  the  extent  of  <.900,0(K)/.  auoaally,  not- 
withstanding the  known  disadvantage  inider 
which  they  prosecuted  that  trade  ;  for  the 
increased  cust  coald  not  be  compensated 
by  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  seflii^ 
prices  abroad,  nor  by  a  decrease  in  the 
prices  of  goodi>  purchased  for  .Europe,  and 
has  therefore  be^ii  attended  with  positive 
and  considerable  loss  to  the  Company. 
Theprogres>ive  diminntioiv  of  profit  on  their 
Indian  tiraport^tions  here,  has  been  already 
shevm  in  the  subsidianr  account  No.  <B) 
All  those  evils  are  now  n>llowed  by  a  stag- 
nation in  die  home  saks  of  the  eompany.  In 
thb  they  suffer  with  the  nation,  and'  vrith 
Europe  at  Iftrge,  bat  the  consequences,  as 
already  described,  fall  with  pecnhar  severity 

XI  them  in  the  other  circumstances  of  ilieir 
n ;  for  the  Indian  finances,  which  are  be- 
come ofimmense  importance  in  the  system  of 
tlie  company,  instead  of  affording  relief,  are 
in  a  state  that  imperiously  cidls  for  instant 
and  effectual  regulation.  It  is  b^  no  means 
to  be  concluded,  however  that  mun  woeki 
now  have  been  better  under  ainr  other  sup- 
posable  mode  of  Indian  administratioB ;  it 
IS  perfectly  within  the  power  of  this  coon- 
try  to  afford  the  aids  which  are  now  recpii- 
red  for  the  relief  of  the  ccmpany's  finanees, 
both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  for  /consolidating 
the  credit  of  the  company,  and  strengthen- 
ing the  hands  of  the  authorities  at  home,  so 
necessary  to  the  well-being  of  the  company'^ 
affiurs. 

Signed  by  order  of  the 

Court  of  Directors, 

W.  Ramsey,  See. 
East  India  House, 
1st  April,  1806. 

Supplement  to  the  *'  Exposition  of  the  state 
of  the  company's  finances." 
In  that  paper,  an  estimate  was  given  of 
the  home  receipts,  and  expenditures, 
for  the  year  commencing  1st  March,  1808, 
and  ending  1st  March^  1809 ;— which 
shewed  a  deficit  of  9,453,1 85i.— The 
actual  reeeipta  and  expenditures  of  that 
year,  compared  vrith  the  estimate,  are 
now  submitted  to  the  committee  ift  tiie 
accompanying  accoant  No.  t.  It  will  be 
seen  from  this  accotut,  that  besidet  some 
soma  roeeived  to  be  repaid  In  the  fi»Howr 
mg  year,   and   some    tariationt    «f  if 
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great  amonst  between  the  real  and  esti« 
mated  payments,  the  expected  deficit  of 
S,4;33,185l.  was  supplied  by  receipts  be- 
yond the  estimate  from  the  following 
sources,  viz. 
Receipts  froiy  sales  of  imports, 

more  tlian  reckoned  upon  .  .  .  851,345 
Keceipts  for  charges  and  freight 

on  private  trade,  more 168,813 

L.  1,020,158 
Received^  on  account  of   the 
.company's  claims  on  the  pub- 
lic, upon  tbe  report  oi  the 
committee 1,500,000 


JL.?,520,158 

By  these  means  the  aid  for  which  tiie 
company  applied  to  his  rosgesty's  govern- 
ment in  January,  1808,  became  unuece^ 
aaa^  for  the  service  of  that  year. 

On  the  180^,  there  was  laid 

before  this  committee  an  estimate  of  the 
company's  home  receipts  and  payments 
for  the  year,  from  1st  Milrch,  1809,  to  1st 
March,  1810,  shewing  a  deficit  of  only 
141,7t</.  The  actual  receipts  and  pay- 
ments of  that  yeai',  compared  with  the 
estimate,  will  appear  in  Uie  accompany* 
ing  account  No.  2,  If  from  this  account 
be  excluded  the  receipts  and  payments 
fer  private  trade  and  tea  duties,  which 
are  only  matters  of  transfer,  the  other 
receipts  of  tliat  year,  including  tiie  ba- 
lance in  hand  (besides  tea  duties)  at  its 
coinmencetnent,  will  be  found  to  have  suf- 
ficed for  the  other  payments,  and  to  have 
furnished  some  surplus. 

The  estimate,  however,  of  receipts  and 
disbursements  for  the  3'ear  from  1st  March, 
1810,  tolst  March,  1811,  No.  3,  now  laid 
before  the  committee,  presents  a  difie- 
rent  result,  exhibiting  a  deticieucy  of  no 
less  a  sum  than  :f,038,94A/.  Two  causes,  ex- 
tremely adverse  to  the  company,  and 
whoUv  out  of  their  controol,  have  pro- 
duced tli  is  deficiency.  The  one  is  a  loss  in 
their  shipping  in  the  years  1808  and 
1809,  to.  an  extent  altogether  unex- 
ampled; the  other,  drafts  to  a  very  larg^ 
amount  made  upon  them  from  abroad 
on  account  of  the  Indian  territorial 
debt. 

The  prime  cost  of  goods  laden  on  the 
ships  lo&t  in  coming  from  India  amounts 
by  tlie  accounts  No.  4,  to  711,456/.  Add- 
ing to  this  sura  the  prime  cost  of  goods, 
and  a  ship  belonging  to  the  company 
lost  outward  bound,  l^ing  174,71^1  the 
total  prime  cost  is  881,66w. ;  and  adding 
again  to  this  the  estimated  profit  on  the 
tales,  the  whole  is  l,%02,638i.  So  unpre- 
cedented a  loss  of  ships  within  the  space 
of  one  year,  has  occasioned  a  very  par- 
ticular enquiry  on  tbe  part  of  the  Coort  of 
Directors  into  the  causes  of  these  dis- 
asters^ aad  as  tba  subject  may  natarally 


engage  tbe  attention  of  this  hoponrable 
committee,  the  report  which  a  large 
committee  of  the-  directors  have  made 
upon  it,  isherewith  submitted  in  the  paper 
No,  4  ;  from  thence  the  co&rt  trustit  will 
appear,  that  these  misfortunes,  uncommon 
as  tliey  are,  have  been  owiug  chiefly  la 
extraordinary  tempests,  or  to  the  captures 
of  the  enemy,  and  not  to  any  defect  or  . 
errors  in  the  structure,  equipment,  or 
loading  of  the  ships,  or  to  any  want  of 
skill  and  conduct  in  those  who  commanded 
them. 

Of  bills  drawn  and  expected  to  be  drawn 
froin  India,  on  account  of  tiie  ttrriioriat 
debt,  and  faliinp^  due  between  the  lit 
March,  1810,  and  1st  March,  1811,  the 
amount  is  bv  the  accora^ian^ing  a<^ount 
No.  5,  ityr36,USL 

The  aggregate  amount  of  tlie  goods 
lost  which  otherwise  might  have  come  into 
the  assets  of  1810-11,  and  of  bills,  pay- 
able for  the  Indian  debt  within  that  year  is  * 
3,438,8t!6/. ;  H  sum  much  exceeding  the 
deficit  which  appears  in  tite  estimated  re-  - 
ceipti  of  tlie  same  year,  compaied  with  its 
payments. 

it  has  always  been  perfectly  understood, 
that  in  the  most  flourishing  times  of  the 
coinp.any,  Uicir  commercial  resources 
could  not  be  adequate  to  the  discharge  of 
the  Indian  territorial  debt,  and  especially 
of  laie  veai-s,  since  tlie  debt  has  progrcs- 
sivejy  advanced  to  thirty  millions  sterling, 
and  the  company's  Indian  commerce  has, 
from  various  causes,  declined  both  in 
amount  and  profit^ the  liquid  ition  of  any 
large  portion  of  that  debt  from  tlie 
home  tunds  of  the  company,  has  been 
altogether  out  of  the  question.  Bui  as  a 
very  great  part  of  the  debt  was  unfortu- 
nately contracted  under  an  option  to  the 
lender,  of  receiving  payment  first  of  the 
interest  and  finally  of  the  principal  in 
lilngland,  the  commissioners  for  the  afiairs 
of  India  and  his  majesty's  government, 
have  been,  for  several  years  at  least,  quite 
aware,  that  if  any  considerable  sum  of 
debt  should  in  consequence  be  transferred 
to  England,  tlie  company  would  neces- 
sarily require  public  aid  for  the  liquidation 
of  it.  V 

Even  the  unexampled  losses  which  they 
have  sustained  in  one  year  by  sea,  as-^' 
already  explained,  would  probably  in 
any  former  time  have  required  and  pro- 
cured the  temporary  assistance  of  go- 
vembient.  On  both  these  accounts  tbcre<- 
fore,  forming  such  strong  pleas  for  public 
aid,  the  Court  of  Directors  humbly  enter- 
tain a  confident  hope,  that  it  will  be 
accorded  to  them  in  such  manner  as  to 
provide  for  the  apparent  deficit  for  the 
year  1810-11. 

Of  the  goods  which  are  now,  or  in  the 
coarse  of  the  season  expected  to  be,  in  the 
company's  warehouses  at  home,  the  paper 
^o.  a,  which  accompanies  this,  centaiua 
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sn  •oeoQBt,  slMwing  tke  prine  cost  to  be 
«,  153,357/.  and  the  nle  value,  by  efltimate, 
lf.6f4,965/. 

In  the  coone  of  the  year,  1811-13,  the 
Cottit  of    Directors    expect  to  be  sup- 

fUed  with  very  large  investments  from 
ndia,  which  ought  indeed  to  have  been 
tent  to  answer  the  bills  drawn  above- 
.  mentioned  for  the  Indian  debt,  and  those 
supplies  have  been  required  in  order  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  that  year.  The 
most  earnest  ii\iunctiens  have  also  been 
transmitted  to  the  Indian  governments, 
to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  drawing 
fiirther  for  the  territorial  debt ;  and  it 
appears  highly  probable  that  they  will 
not  be  under  the  necessity  of  doing  so, 
since  a  large  portion  of  the  decennial 
loans  payable  in  England,  failing  due  in 
ISOf  and  1810,  have  been  renewed  at 
a  diminished  interest,  and  without  the 
optional  clause.  And  indeed  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  U$$  of  the  debt  would 
luive  been  transferred  to  England,  it^  when 
payment  was  tendered  in  India  all  tlie 
principals  had  been  there,  because  their 
private  agents  could  not  exercise  the  dis- 
cretion which  principals  might  have  used, 
of  continuing  in  the  company's  hands, 
instead  of  remitting  to  England,  the  pay- 
ments tendered.  The  Court  of  Directors 
have  therefore  issued  orders  calculated  to 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  and  prevent 
its  recurrence  in  future,  as  also  to  encou- 
rage the  creditors  of  the  company,  who 
have  ri'tttmed,or  may  return,to  Europe,  to 
continue  their  property  in  the  company's 
hands,  by  making  the  company's  govern- 
ment tlie  agents  for  the  safe  custody  of 
their  bonds,  and  the  regular  transmission 
of  the  interest  to  En^hind  by  bills  on  the 
Court  of  Directors. 

The  increase  of  investment  which  has 
been  ordered  from  India  is  due  to  the  home 
concern.  By  an  account  laid  before  the 
honourable  committee,  and  referred  to 
io  the  firetpart  of  this  supplement,  it  was 
shewn,  tliut  upon  a  fair  statement  of  ac- 
count between  India  and  China  on  the  one 
hand,  and  England  on  the  otiier,  for  a 
series  of  years  from  1797-3  to  18i)5-6, 
there  \ras  a'  balance  in  favour  of  England 
of  5,101,689/.  Tills  balance  arose  after 
crediting  India  and  China  for  all  goods  ex- 
ported by  them  to  England,  whether  tliose 
goods  arrived  or  not,  for  all  commercial 
charges,  for  all  bills  remitted,  and  for 
payments  received  from  government  at 
home  tor  Indian  disbiiiwments  on  account 
of  thepublifC ;  India  and  China  being  de- 
bited on  the  other  hand  only  with  the 
l^oods  sent  them,  which  arrived  at  the  sale 
price  wilb  tiie  bills  drawn  by  them,  and 
with  political  charges  incurred  at  home  on 
account  of  the  territory. 

An  account  of  the  same  kind  is  now  car- 
ried on  from  the  year  1805-6  ta  the  vear 
xm7-9  inclittivty  and  is  jMMwitb  laid  be- 


fore the  committee.  No.  T.  It  shews  & 
balance  in  favour  of  flngtand  of  5,017,17  ?L 
a  considerable  part  of  which  u  still  in  the 
factory  at  Canton,  Inconveniently  for  tbe 
company,  but  not  immediately  reducible, 
except  by  <Nipimshing  greatly  the  export 
of  woollens  from  this  country.  The  most 
moderate  estimate  for  the  year  1810-11  will 
not  lessen  the  balance  of  3,0]  7,1 79^1.  above 
stated. 

8ince  the  month  of  April,  1808,  when 
the  first  part  of  thiis  exposition  was  deH- 
vered  to  the  committee,  the  markets  at  home 
for  Indian  commodities  have  improved. 
The  accompanying  account  No.  8,  shews 
the  sales  made  in  that  time  both  of  India 
and  China  goods,  and  the  profits  accmini^ 
thereon.  Comparing  the  average  of  these 
two  years  with  the  salcp  of  1807,  it  will  i>e 
found,  that  with  respect  to  Indian  ^bods, 
the  excess  in  favour  of  the  two  years  u  per 
annum  695,7441.  on  the  sales,  and  that  in- 
stead of  a  loss  of  486,0^01.  which  occurred 
in  the  years  1807-8  and  t80H-9,  there  is  in 
the  year  1809-10,  a  profit  of  1.iO,i74l.  Of 
the  China  goods,  the  sales  and  profits  witicli 
were  before  considerable,  have  also  impro- 
ved. 

On  the  whole  of  the  home  concern,  it  is 
to  be  observed,  that  though  the  pressure  on 
tlie  company's  finances  here  is  severe,  tbe 
transfer  of  Indian  debt  which  mainly  occa- 
sions it,  does  not  deteriorate,  butimproveSy 
tjie  afiiiirs  of  the  company,  since  it  produces 
an  immediate  reduction  of  interest ;  and  as 
to  the  late  losses  by  sea,  though  nndonbt- 
edly  very  heavy,  and  happening  most  un- 
seasonably, yet  it  will  be  found  on  a  general 
survey  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  coropa^ 
ny,  that  they  are  better  than  they  were  a 
>ear  ago.  This  leads  to  a  consideration  of 
the  Indian  finances. 

According  to  the  former  exposition,  the 
estimated  result  of  the  year  1806-7  shewed  a 
deficit  of  1,704,0001,  and  the  estimate  for  tbe 
year  1807-8  a  deficit  likewise  of  l,300,00t)l. 
inclndini;  150,0001.  for  the  expence  of  troops 
sent  in  that  year  from  England,  so  that  the 
aggregate  deficiency  of  both'  years  thus 
amounted  to  3,064,0o0l. 

From  tlie  actual  accounts  of  J  806-7,* since 
received,  the  final  deficiency  of  that  year 
appears  to  be  3,^5.1,900/.  the  excess  of  tliis 
result  of  the  actual  accounts  above  the  esti- 
matt.'  arises  chiefly  ft-om  the  following  cau- 
ses. 1st.  Bringing  into  the  accounts  of 
tliis  year  no  less  a  sum  than  972,'000l.  which 
was  not  in  the  estimate  for  Bengal  military 
charges  of  former  years.  %d.  A  defalca- 
tion in  the  estimated  amount  of  die  Madras 
revenues  of  no  less  a  sum  than  400,000L 
owing  to  a  calamitous  season.  3d.  An  ex- 
cess also  in  the  Bombay  military  charges  of 
£6V,000l.  occasioned  by  the  payment  of 
arrears  of  former  years,  whica  were  not 
included  in  tbe  estimate. 

The  estimate  for  the  yelur  1807-8  was 
formed  from  unpeitet  i^terialar  Accord* 
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Inf;  to  the  conrcter  acronnt,  presented 
to  the  House  of  Commons  in  June,  18<)9,  the 
result  should  have  bef  n  more  favourable  by 
S0O,O00l.  leaving  a  deficiency  of  1,075^771. 

The  revennts^ve  however  been  more 
productive  tfian  this  estimate  by  77?,00()1. 
the  charges  and  interest  were  more  by 
69,0001. ;  the  deficiency  is  therefore  redu- 
ced to  570,0001. 

The  actual  accounts  for  the  year  1808-9, 
lately  received,  shew  a  deticieury  of 
131,V811.  which  is  4:>0,000l.  less  than  the 
estimated  deficit  of  tliat  year,  and  ihe  esti- 
mates for  1809-10,  shew  a  deficiency  of 
11^8061. 

Tlic  first  estimates  received  from  India 
for  this  year,  1809-10,  were  denominated 
prospective,  or  sketch  cfitimatei,  and  pro- 
mised a  very  different  result.  From  these 
at  was  to  be  expected,  that  instead  of  a  defi- 
ciency there  would  have  been  a  surplus 
revenue  or.568,000l.  The  regular  estiniatc* 
•lace  i-cceived  from  Madras  and  Bombu%, 
ondcr  a  correction  of  the  Bengal  estimate 
£^ven  in  a  letter  from  the  accountaut-genr- 
ral  (by  which  the  revenues  are  stated  at 
70,0001.  less  and  the  charges  at  y90,00()l. 
more  than  in  the  first  accuant,  have  brought 
the  result  to  the  deficiency  now  stated. 

One  material  caii5C  of  this  more  unfavour- 
al>4e  result  in  the  estimate  of  1809-10,  is  an 
increase  in  the  miiitury  charges  at  Madras, 
which  are  now  estimated  at  near  800,0001. 
more  than  they  were  at  first.  In  this  sum 
there  are  certain  arrears  included  which 
^  (IT  hot  in  the  original  estimate,  and  as  the 
latter  estimate  is  dated  in  October,  1809,  it 
is  probable  that  consideration  was  given 
Co  the  circumstances  wliich  had  occurred 
In  the  Madras  army,  probably  to  an  increase 
of  expence  beyond  the  former  estimate; 
bnt  it  must  be  confessed  that  Uiese  will  not 
account  in  any  satisfactory  manner  for  so 
large  a  difference  of  military  charges  in  the 
two  accounts. 

The  retrenchments  that  have  been  effected 
lince  1805,  may  be  calculated  at  :;,^00,0(K)1. 
and  if  a  comparison  be  made  between  the 
estimated  charges  ktr  1809-10,  and  tiie  ave- 
rage actual  charges  from  1 804-o  to  1 806-7, 
in  the  accounts  of  which  years  the  expcaces 
incidental  to  the  war  are  included,  the  dif- 
ference will  be  l,53O,00<^  ;  only  it  wou  •  ap- 
peal^ that  the  diminution  of  800,0001.  here- 
by apparent,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  large 
amount  at  which  the  military  charges  are 
stated  in  the  estimates  for  1809-19. 

But  as  the  result  of  these  estimates  differ 
fo  raalcriaHy  from  the  expectation  held  out 
m  the  financial  letters  received  from  Ben 
gal,  dated  iOth  September,  and  17th  Decem- 
ber, 1808;  and  30th  April,  1809,  it  may  be 
pr^er  to  examine  into  the  causes  of  the 
difference  more  at  large. 

In  tlie  letter  of  the  ^Otta  September^  1806, 
the  result  of  the  estimates  lor  1808-9  is 
■tated  to  oe  a  surphis  of  2.  I7,00ol.  Sa.  Ks. 

To  thU  i«  added  \h/t  dmrcBCt  bctWMs 


the  military  and  durbar  charjres  of  Bengal, 
on  a  peace  cstubliiihmeut,  and  the  sum  in- 
cluded in  the  Bei)gul  estimatV.'  for  those 
charges  being  Su.  Hs.  33,40,0(M>,  thus  she\^- 
ing  an  estinmted  f^urplHS,  upon  this  suppo- 
sition of  a  peace  (stabli&linient,  of  Sa.  K.<. 
;?a,37,000. 

TIm*  letter  then  proceeds  to  add  to  thi*- 
smn,  snndry  articlej*  of  expected  impiove- 
mentH  in  the  revemies,  aud  savings  in  cliartfis 
and  interest,  to  the  amount  of  cighly-tiv^ 
lacks  of  rupees,  in  ordrr  to  shew  tliat  a  siir^ 
pkiH  nii|!ht  be  obtained  of  Sa.  Ks.  9,^0,10,000, 
or  a  million  and  a  half  sterling. 

But  the  i^Oth  par.igruph  ol  the  letter  it 
in  the  words  foUowin:^  : — 

Whilst  the  preseut  aspect  of  affairs  ia 
India  coiitiitucs,  and  ue  are  in  consequence 
under  tlie  ntcessity  of  increasing  our  mili- 
tary disbiir-enient«*,  nti(T  otiuciiriing  a  very 
considerable  additional  ixpeiice  on  account 
of  foii'i^u  euiba.s>ics,  It  is  not  to  be  expect- 
ed rliutMiy  surplus  revenue  miU  be  derived 
from  your  Indian  pussessiou^.  But  when- 
ev<r  tjie  nerti>ity  ot  ini^urling  these  cxtsa- 
ordinary  charj^es  hhall  eciwe,  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  to  your  honourable  . 
court,  that  we  entertain  no  doubt  whatever 
of  obtaining  a  cUar  annual  sniplus  to  a 
nuich  greater  atuioiuit  tJian  what  the  nntiov 
and  the  company  seem  to  expect  from  Bri- 
tish India.** 

In  the  letter  of  tlie  17th  Doccmber,  1808, 
it  is  observed,  that  the  nuire  regidar  esti- 
mate»for  1308  9  having  been  recitVcd  from 
Madras  and  Bouiba},  the  corrected  Nurplas, 
according  to  these  statements,  would  be  Siu 
Rs.  4,5»3,.Vf7,  but  on  the  supposition  that 
tlie  ri  gular  estimates  eoiitain  a  much  luri;er 
sum  for  military  and  durbar  churgcK  than 
would  he  required  on  a  pi*ace  establisfi- 
ment,  tttere  is  assumed  for  this  exc(ss  ti 
sum  of  Sa.  Hs.  70  9V,0(H),  which  is  added 
to  the  above,  aud  witli  the  addilioti  of  ha. 
Rs.48,7o,()Oi)  tor  the  sevei-al  articles  of  ex- 
pected iniprovenitut-H  and  savings,  detailed 
in  the  former  dispatch,  tlie  total  suipltts 
revenue  i^*  stated  at   Sa.  Rs.  I,y4f'it,f>:y7. 

The  .'59tli  pura^i-aph  of  thU  letter  runa 
tluis.  **  Under  every  point  of  \iew  in 
which  we  can  place  the  restiurccs  and  ex- 
penditure of  this  founiry.  we  therel>e 
arrive  at  the  same  satisfactory  result  of  a 
surplus  revenue  on  a  peace  eotablishmcut 
greatly  exceeding  a  million  slcrlintr.' 

It  will  be  evirfent,  from  the  foregoing 
extracts,  that  a  very  considerable  part  of 
the  expected  i^iirptus  is  made  to  depend 
upon  the  practicability  ol'  hringiiig  the  e«< 

f)ences  to  a  poace  estublishtneut ;  for  no 
ess  a  sum  than  Sa.  Rs^  70,9i,ooi>,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  exchange  adopted  in 
the  dispatches,  886,500/.  is  included  in  the 
calctilation  as  going  to  form  the  expected 
surplus  of  a  million,  or  a  miUion  and  a  liaif 
fiteriing. 

Now  the  estimates  for  1809-10  hold  oat 
00  prospect  oi  sudi  a  reductigu  ia  tiie 
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■itlitary  tnd  dnrbar  charges  as  will  bring 
tkem  to  the  desired  level;  on  the  con- 
trary, these  cbargen,  instead  of/beifig 
only  sicea  rupees  7()/Ji%00()  more  than 
what  has  been  considered  in  the  Bengal 
letter  of  17  th  December,  1808,  as  the  pro- 
per standard  for  a  peace  establishrot  nt, 
arc  sicca  rupees  1,44,00,000  above  tliat 
standard. 

T\\\»  circumstance  of  iUelf  may  suflfi- 
ckntiv  account  for  tlie  di&appointment 
exp<»nenced  at  the  result  of  tlie  present 
ycHr's  estimate,  after  expectations  of  sq 
ditierent  a  nature  had  b<  eu  raised  by  the 
comrauuications  from  ti.t-  Bengal  govern- 
ment iu  the  dispatches  above  quoted ;  it 
appears  indeed  tlmt  the  estim  ttes  for 
1808-9,  taking  them  witliout  the  hypo- 
thetical calculations  for  a  peace  establish- 
ment, were  not  so  iavourable  as  the  ac- 
tual accounts  for  that  year ;  and  as  to  the 
estimates  for  ltt09-lfT,  it  is  still  to  be  re- 
collected tliat,  as  before  obtervid,  the 
y'  expected  surplus  of  a  million  sterling  or 
'  more  is  made  to  depend  in  a  great  mea.Nure 
npon  the  reduction  .of  the  charges  to  a 
peace  eytublishmeiit,  which  has  not  how- 
ever yet  been  accomplished.  The  rea- 
sons fm*  the  high  i-siimate  of  military  a ild 
dubar  chur^cs  at  Bengal  arc  accounted 
for  in  the  Kitcr  on  tlie  finances  of  the 
23d  August,  lUO'J,  paraf.  5i6  a.  «8,  and 
are  summarily  tlu!»e:  In  consequence 
of  itM  having  been  found  impracticHble  lo 
withdraw  tae  temporary  embassies,  and 
to  place  the  army  upon  the  ordinary  esta- 
blishment at  so  early  a  period  as  was  ex- 
pected ;  tlie  payment  to  the  Persian  go- 
vernment of  the  sum  stipulated  by  ^ir 
Harford  Jones ;  and  tiie  embassy  to  Cabul. 
t  It  is  not  easy  to  account  for  the  \aTu,e 

estimate  of  military  charges  ut  Madras, 
unless  it  may  be  attiibnted  to  the  conse- 
quence of  the  late  disturbaticea  there, 
whicb.  as  before  remarked,  may  have  been 
iu  contemplation  when  tSic  estimate  dated 
in  October,  1809,  was  contemplated. 

Many  of  the  items  reckoned  upon  by 
the  Bengal  government,  as  constituting 
the  expected  surplus  of  a  million  and  a 
half,  were  prospective,  and  it  does  not 
appear  that  measures  to  give  them  full 
enect  havehitlierto  been  adopted. 

Amongst  tliese,  an  increase  in  the 
opium  sales  to  tlie  amount  of  ten  lacks 
was  included,  but  the  sales  are  estimated 
at  no  higher  amount  for  1809-10  than  they 
were  in  tlie  preceding  year. 
.  It  was  expected  that  the  .customs  would, 
by  theresopenin^  of  the  trade  With  fo- 
reign Europe  be  mcreased  to  the  amount 
of  seven  lacks ',  of  course  this  has  not  yet 
had  effect. 

Ten  lacks  are  estimated  from  new  sour- 
ces of  revenue,  and  from  modifioati«ns 
in  the  Abkarry  and  stamp  duties,  and  im- 
provement -in  the  town  duties.  The  esti- 
Miate  for  1809-10  does  aot  justify  the  be* 


lief  that  one-f#arth  e£  this  svm  b  incladed 

on  these  accounts. 

It  was  stated  that  taxes  to  be  levied 
in  tlie  towns  o^  Calcutta,  Madras,  mad 
Bombay,  under  an  act  of  tbe  legislatore 
to  be  obtained  for  that  purpose,  wo«U 

£  reduce     sicc;i    rupees    8,74,000.       Tbe 
engal    estimate  includes   two   lacks  for 
house  tax,  but  no  other  article. 

It  is  presumed  to  be  unnecessary  to  par- 
sue  this  investigation  farther,  and  that 
enough  has  been  said  to  shew  tiie  caufes 
of  disappointment  in  the  expectation  bdd 
out  by  the  Beugal  government,  in  the 
letters  of  Uie  %Oth  September  and  17  th 
December,  1808,  of  a  future  surplus  of 
a  million  and  a  half  sterling. 

Still  tlie  object  of  obtaining  a  coosi- 
derable  surphis  of  income  above  expen- 
diture, must  be  pursued,  as  of  absolute 
and  indispensable  necessity,  and  there 
are  grounds  to  hope  that,  by  new  re- 
trenchments and  other  means,  it  is  sot 
unattainable.  In  the  present  tranqnillity 
of  India,  it  may  be  practicable  to  re- 
duce the  military  establishments,  and  tbe 
extent  to  which  the  expencc  of  king's  troops 
there  has  already  gone,  not  only  far  ex- 
ceeds tlie  parliamentary  limit,  but  goes 
beyond  what  the  revenues  of  the  country 
can  bear.  A  view  of  its  progressive  in- 
crease is  given  in  tlie  account  No.  10. 

The  transfer  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
Indian  debt  from  India  to  Europe  would 
of  itself  produce,  as  formerly  observ- 
ed, this  most  important  and  desirable 
end,  by  effecting  at  once  a  saving  of  S 
per  cent,  in  the  interest,  which  miipit  be 
formed  into  a  sinking  fund  for  the  gradual 
discharge  of  the  principal ;  a  plan,  with 
tlie  aid  of  Parliament,  perfectly  practi- 
cable with  security  to  the  public. 

The  Indian  debt,  by  the  accounts  made 
up  to  the  1st  May,  1809,  deducting  the 
sums  redeemed  by  the  sinking  fncd,  stood 
as  per  account  No.  11,  at  10,87(5,788^ 
and  the  same  account  exhibits  the  pro- 
gressive increase  of  the  debt,  as  the  ac- 
count No.  1$,  furnishes  an  average  view 
of  tlie  revenues,  the  charges,  and  the  ^ 
interest  on  the  debt,  at  ditlerent  periods, 
up  to  the  year  1809-10. 

Ti.p  general  result  of  the  company's 
affairs,  at  home  and  abrftad,  on  the  1st 
March,  1810,  will  be  seen  in  the  account 
No.  9,  called  stock,  per  computation. 
The  nature  of  this  account  was  explained 
in  tlie  former  exposition,  in  nearly  the 
following  terms:  it  charges  the  company 
with  tlie  Indian  debt  up  to  the  hitest  period 
to  which  the  Indian  qttick  stock  accounts 
are  received,  and  charges  also  the  capital 
stock  subscribed  "by  the  proprietors  at 
the  sum  of  7,780,000(.  after  which  tbe 
balance! '  against  tbe  company  will  be 
15,107,607/.  without  cbargiuff  the  suns 
c|ue  to  the  proprietors,  the  balance  will 
be  7,3«7,307i»    For  Wds  there   are  tfat 
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territorial  possessioDf,  fhe  fortBy  settle- 
ments,  and  lands  constituting  the  original 
estate  of  the  tompany,  before  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  dewannee,  and  a  vast  mass 
of  buildings,  stores,  &c.  placed  under  the 
head  of  dead  stock,  at  a  sum  far  inferior 
to  their  value.  Any  efficient  plan  for  the 
liquidation  of  the  Indian  debt  will  restore 
the  balance  of  this  account  to  the  right 
side,  where  it  long  stood. 

Af^er  thus  explaining  the  present  state 
of  the  company's  finances,  the  object  to 
which  the  Court  of  Directors  would  hum- 
bly solicit  the  particular  attention  of  the 
honourable  committee,  is,  the. deficit,  al- 
ready pointed  out  in  tlie  account,  No.  3. 
in  the  home  resources  for  1810-11,  amount- 
ing to  2,038,948^  The  causes  of  this 
d^cit  have  also  been  explained,  and  the 
company  being  unable  otherwise  to  supply 


it,  are  about  at  present  to  present  an  hmn- 
ble  petition  to  parUaroent  for  aid,  wliicb 
they  trust  the  committee  will  be  of  opi- 
nion, after  an  exammation  of  all  the 
statements  submitted  to  them,  and  parti- 
cularly of  the  account,  No.  6,  may  be  safely 
granted  them,  since  that  statement  shews, 
as  beforc-mentiQned,  the  value  of  goods 
in  their  warehouses,  and  expected  in  the 
course  ofthe  present  year,  to  be  19,524,9651. 
which  ¥riH  he  ample  security  for  the  aid 
which  the  company  solicit  of  the  public^ 
and  for  which  all  their  possessions  oesides 
will  be  responsible. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  Coart  of  Direc- 
tors. 

W.  Ramiat,  tec 

East  India  House, 

8th  April,  1810. 


Vol.  12. 
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No.l.  . 
Comparison  ff  the  Actual  Receipts  and  Payments  of  ike  East  India  Company, 
from  \st  March,  1808,  to  (he  \st  March,  I8O95   with  an  Estimate  Account 
of  the  same,  as  drawn  out  in  March,  1 808. 


, 

Estimated 

Actual 

more   ma-. 

JL.es»  cfian 

Amount. 

Amount. 

Estimated. 

Estimated. 

RECEIPTS 

Cash  ra  the  treasury,  Ist  March, 

L. 

L. 

L. 

L, 

1808,    (Morning,)    iQcluding 

duty  ou  tea 

723,693 

723,693 

^ 

_ 

Company's  goods  sold,  and  to  be 

sold        .... 

4,932,146 

5,783,491 

851,345 

^ 

Hon.  Board  of  Ordnance,  for 

saltpetre            ... 

185A» 

160,000 

. 

25000 

Pritate  trade  goods  sold 

260,000 

1,669.442 

1,409,442 

«« 

Charges  and  profit   on  prirate 

trade         -        .        - 

80,000 

171.169 

91,169 

.^ 

Customs on. ..ditto         • 

47,010 
177^724 

47,010 
77,724 

^1^  %M*9%\^»mm99m  *•••••  *\^mM  ■  •  a^ja^  w\^                  ^ 

100,000 

..^ 

Bank,  for  interest  on  the  Com- 

pany's share  of  the  annuities  - 

36,226 

36,226 

_ 

... 

Commissioners  of  navy,  on  ac- 

count of  hemp  to  be  provided 

for  ^vernment  in  India    - 

• 

80.000 

80/X)0 

.— 

Bonds  issued 

694,725 

756,700 

61,975 

... 

Government,  on  account  of  th« 

Company's  claims 

• 

1,500.000 

1.500,000 

-~ 

Duty  on  tea  received 

. 

3,369,986 

3,369,986 

— 

Alnuhouses^at  Poplar    - 

- 

620 

620 

— 

L. 

7,011,790 
2,433,185 

14,476,061 

7,489,271 

f5.000 

Bilance  against,  as  per  Est.  Aca. 

JL 

9,444,975 

PAYMENTS. 

Oistoins         -           -           . 

59,884 

148,782 

88,898 

^mm- 

Freight  and  demurrage         -    . 

1,888,405 

1,868,742 

• 

19,663 

Goods  and  stores  exported    . 

2,044,959 

1,763,112 

-     , 

281,847 

India  debt        .... 

. 

47,709 

47,709 

.^ 

Bills  of  exchange  from  fndia  and 

China        .... 

1,978,031 

1,970,574 

. 

7,457 

pra  cargoes'  commission,  inte> 
rest  on  loans,  &c.^ 

758,000 

697,775 

» 

60,225 

Dividends  on  stock^,  and  interest 

onbodds        .... 

857,000 

843,433 

• 

13,567 

Bonds  advertised  to  be  paid  off  . 

15,517 

. 

• 

15,517    • 

Bonds  paid  in  on  sales    .     .     . 

. 

107,500 

1.07,500 

Proprietors  of  private  trade    . 

310,000 

1,629,070 

1,319,070 

.^ 

Pay  to  marine  and  military  ofR- 

.  cers  on  furlough,  and  retired 

from  service 

160,000 

166,048 

6,048 

^_ 

Warranu  passed  the  Court  unpd. 

40,700 

40,700 

Buyers  of  tea  returned        .     . 

97  J 

. 

. 

971 

Dutv  on  tea  paid        : 
Bulhon  exported 

1.331,508 

4,288,658 

2,952,150 

.. 

. 

207,260 

207,260 

— 

Ditta,  on  account  of  hemp,  to  be 

provided  for  govt,  in  India  ,  . 

• 

80,243 

80,243    - 



Creditors,  Nabob  of' Arcot    . 

- 

7,138 

7,138 

L. 

9,444,975 
xount    -    . 
JL 

13,821,044 
655,017 

4.816,016 

439,947 

Balance  in  favour  as  per  aaoal  a< 

17«.»  T««^:«  xr.^...^ 

14,476,061 

SSth  March^    1809. 


Y2 


(Errors  excepted,) 

Chas«  CAaTWftiOBT,Acet%-6cn«  j 
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No.  2. 

Comparison  of  thf  actual  Receipts  and  Payments  of  th»  East  InMa  Compaq, 
from  the  1st  March,  ISOu,  to  the  }sf  March,  1810;  with  anestim^ 
account  of  the  same,  as  drawn  out  in  March,  IdOQ. 


RECEIPTS. 
Cash  in  the  treasury,  1st  March,  1809, 
"   (Morning)  including  Juty  on  tea 
Company^s  goods  sold,  and  to  be  sold 
Hon.  Board  of  Ordnance,  for  saltpetre 
Private  trade  goods  sold        • 
Charges  and  profit  on  private  trade 
Customs         .         on         .    '     do. 
Freight  .        on         .        do. 

Bank,  for  interest  on  the  Company's  share 

of  the  annuities        t 
Bonds  issued  .... 

Duty  on  tea  received     . 
'  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  navr,  on 

account  of  hemp  to  be  provided  io  India 
Persons  returned  from  India 


L. 


Balance  against    per    estimate  account, 
exclusive  of  duty  upon  tea 


PAYMENTS. 

Customs 

Freight  and  demurrage 

Goods  and  stores  exported     . 

Bills  of  exchange  from  India  and  China 

Charges,  general,  including  supra  cargoes 

commission,  intere&t  on  loans.  &c.     . 
Dividends  on  stock,  and  interest  on  bonds, 
Bonds  advertised  to  be  paid  off    . 
Proprietors  of  private  trade 
Paj  to  marine  and  military  officers  on 

furlough,  and  retired  from  service 
Warrants  passed  the  Court  unpaid 
Buyers  of  tea  returned 
Duty  on  tea  paid 
Creditors,  nabob  of  Arcot     • 
Almshoiwes  at  Poplar 


Estimated 
Amount. 


655  fill 
5,904,300 
150,000 
158,100 
120^000 

100,000 

S6,926 


7,123,543 
141,722 


7,265,865 


118,541 
1,479,630 
1,921,187 
1,308,484 

721.700 

873.000 

15,517 

191,100 

160,000 

57.400 

971 

417,835 


Actual 
Amount. 


7,265,365 


Balance  in  favourp.  actual  ac^nnt,  includ« 
in^  £.  625,807.  Duty  upon  tea 


Bast  India  House, 
March  23, 1810. 


655|017 
6,094,422 

119,079 
1,457,888 

105  686 
47.233 

187,802 

364227 

45,C00 

3,161,191 

SOfiOO 
10,000 


12.000,145 


147,448 
1^90.026 
1,784,996 
2,099,539 

627.438 

879,696 

100 

1,385,041 

171,918 


2,953,220 
3,622 
2,734 


More  than 
Estimated 


190,122 

1,299,788 

47,233 
87,fi02 


45.600 
3>161,191 

80,000 
10,000 


4,921,737 


11,345,978 


654,167 


1^,000,145 


28,907 

791,055 

6,696 

1,193,941 

11,918 


2,535,385 
3,822 
2,734 


Lcsstba 

EstllBHtl 


4.574,458 


d0,9!l 
14,314 


45,535 


1W,(S« 

136,:?. 


94,36 


57.« 


49^ 


(Errors  excepted.) 

Cbas.  Cabtwricht, 
AoccGciL 
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No.  3> 
Estimate  of  Eectipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  East  India  Company ^  from  Ut 
March,  1810>  to  1st  March,  1811. 


No.4.t 

^n  ^timate  of  the  Loss  sustained  by  the  East  India  Company,  by  the  capture 

and  wreck  of  shipping,  ISOJ-S,  and  i80S-9. 

No,  64 

An  Account  of  Bills  drawn  from  India,  on  account  of  the  Indian  debt  falling 

due  between  1st  March,  1810>  and  ist  March,  181 1. 


No.  6. 


Prime  Cost  and  Sale  Value  of  gopds  in  the  Warehouses  of  the  East  India  Com^ 
pany,on  the  }st  March,  18  JO,'  and  expected  in  the  course  of  the  present  Sea* 
son:  distinguishing  India  and  China, 


INDIA. 


Piece  Goods* 

Raw  Silk 

Indigo 

Cotton  Wool. 

Pepper 

Saltpetre 

Spice****  *••« 


fiagar,  Dmgt,  Sec 


CHINA. 


Teaa 

RawSUk*. 
Nankeens* 


Total  India** 
China* 


Prime  Cost. 


L. 

1,160,807 

362,640 
287,r>90 
131,019 
309,?80 
115,370 
83,605 
33,49; 


2,486,90:i 


3,490,603 

130,749 

5i5,000 


3,646;;?34 


2,486,903 
.3,646,354 


Sale  Value. 


L. 

l,7£4,41tE 

53«,940 
4«  1,260 
26-1,945 
454,474 
740,000 
«10,8«? 
52,760 


4,401,611 


7,876,681 

211,670 

35,000 


8,1^3,354 


4,401,613 
8,123,354 


6,iar2S7 


12^524,965 


East  India  Honse^ 
8th  April,  1810. 


T- 


(^Errors  excepted.) 

C.  Cartwricht, 

Acct.  Genl. 


*  This  is  the  tame  ^tfa  the  Appendix,  No.  3,  to  the  report  of  the  telect  cominittce  of 
the  Hosseof  ConmiOu&,  on  the  Company  s  petition. 

t  TUe  same  witii  the  Appendix,  No.  2. 

t  The  same  with  the  Appendix,  No.  t,  to  the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  Ulf 
House  of  Comuit/ns. 
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No. 


^n  Account,  exlubilii^  the  balance  of  the  East  India  Company's  supp&et 


SEASONS 

OUTWARD : 

September 

to 
Septemb«;r. 

Goods 

and 

Stores. 

Bullion 
Invoice 
Amount. 

TOTAL 

Exports. 

SEASONS 
HOMEWARD : 

September 

to 
September. 

Bills 

of 

Exchange. 

inn^r •. . 

«,445,475 
2,135,975 

L, 

200,922 

L. 

2,445,475 

*  2,334,897 

IftOTJI 

1,858,445 
2,906,468 

1  ftnr^ 

IROft.Q*.  •••«.••• 

.5= 

L, 

4,579,450 

200,922 

4,780,372 

4,764,913 

Balance  a^nst  India,  bronpht  down 

L. 

Deduct— Sale  of  Ships  built  in  India 169,986 

Receited  of  Government  in  England,  on  account  of 

the  Company's  claims 1,500,000 

Pavnients  made  in. India  on  account  of  England,  and 

Bills  Excbanf^e  in  favour  of  the  Company 223,935 

Cost  of  Imports  supplied  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope*  •  •  •        5,014 


Balance  against  India,  carried  up* 


L. 


3,822,422 


1,898,935 


1,923,467 


The  Biedance  of  Stock  at  China,  in  favour  of  the  Company,  made  up  to  March,  1809, 
East  India  House, 
dth  April,  I8ir  (Errors  excepted.) 


No. 


View  of  the  Company's  Profit  on  the  Company*s  Indian  and  China 


INDIA. 

YEARS. 

TOTAL.  COSl\ 

Customs,  Freight,  and  Charges, 

including 

Commercial  Charges 

in  India 
not  added  to  invoices. 

Sale 
Amount. 

Profit. 

Loss. 

1807-6*  .••••.... 

JL. 

1,726,412 
1,827,577 
2,123,990 

L. 

1,310,215 
1,767,754 
2,254,164 

JL 

130,174 

L. 

416,197 
69,8^3 

1 808-9 

1809-10 ». 

486,020 

Sale  Amount,  India,  1807-8 '• 

Do.  upon  an  average  for  the  years  1808-9,  and  1809-10. 
Better,  latter  period* *>  -.^  •  •  •«  •  ^v^  ^L. 

East  Ipdia  House,  8th  April|  1810. 


1,310,215 

2,005,959 

695,744 


(EiTon  exceed.) 
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between  India  and  China  ^  and  England,  for  they  ears  1 806-7  ^''^^  1 807-8  (Englethd,) 


Loss 

ou 

Exporu. 


Total 
Supplies. 


IcDports : 
Imports 
Amount. 


Commrrcia! 

Charges  in  India 

not  added 

to  Invoices. 


Total 
Imports. 


Impqru, 
less. 


L, 

estd.    60,000 

estd.     60,000 


L. 

4,243,920 

5,181,365 


L. 

2,739,053 

2,502,170 


estd. 


L. 
181,640 

180,000 


L. 

2,920,693 

2,682,170 


L. 

1,323,227 

2«499,19^ 


120,000 


9,425,285 


5^41,223 


361,640 


5,602,863 


3,822,422 


Balance  against  India,  brought  tip        ...        . 

Add^Officers  on  furlough,  to  IM  March,  1809  .  .  324,149 

Paasage  Military  .  Do.  ...  195,304 

Political  Charges,  included  in  charges  general  406,049 

Do.  .  Do.  .  inAccountsof  freight  and  demurrage  151,331 
Paid  agents  in  England,  produce  captured  spices  sold  at  Canton  9,714 
interest  on  sums  provisionally  adjudicated  the  creditors  of  the 

Nabob  of  Arcot  *  .  .  .  ,  .        .      7,1SS 


1,923,487 


1,093,68^ 


Balance  agwnst  India  in  2  Jrears,  1806-7,  and  1807-8.  (England)    .    L.    3,017,172 


is  Tales,  3,919,819,  or  at  66  8d.  the  Tale  £.  1,306,606. 

Chas.  Cartwrioht, 

Acct.Gen, 


investment  -,  from  the  years  1807-8,  to  the  years  1809-10,  inclusive. 


CHINA. 

TOTAL. 

Total  Cost, 

Customs, 

Freight  and  Charges. 

Sale 
Amounc. 

Profit. 

Total  Cost, 

Customs, 

Freight,  and  Charges. 

Sale 

l^rofiC. 

JL 

2,849,940 
8,925,630 
2/^78,374 

L. 

3,846,756 
3,988,267 
3,72.3,116 

L. 

996,816 
1,062,687 
1,144,742 

L, 

4,576,352 
4,753,207 
4,702,364 

L. 

5,156,971 
5,746,021 
5,977,280 

L. 

580,619 

992,814 

1,274,915 

Chas.  CAXTWRXtHT» 

Acct.  Gem 
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ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I8i0-il.- 


No. 


Dr.. ;  Stock,  per  comfnUatia, 


To  bonds  bearing  interest  ••»..• 

To  bonds  not  bearing  interest        •••... 

TorbUls  of  exchange  unpaid,  from  China  •  .  .  . 

To    .        .      do.      .      .      from  India  .  .  •  • 

To  customs  and  excise  on  goods  sold,  and  customs  on  goods  unsold 

To  the  baiiki  for  a  loaa  on  mortgage  of  the  annuities  thatmay  be  sold, per  act 

of  1788  .  • 

To  .  do.  .    for  a  loan  on  bond  ...... 

To  .  do.  .   for  interest  on  the  above  loans,  to  8th  March         •  • 

To  freight  and  demurrage  .  .  • 

To  supra  cargoes,  commission,  on  all  goods  sold  and  unsold 

To  proprietors  of  private  trade  ou  all  goods  sold 

To  ahnshoutes  at  Poplar  «  ..'••• 

To  what  owing  for  exports  of  former  seasons      •  •  .  . 

Tp    ditto    to  thewarehouse  contingent  fond 

To  warrants  passed  the  court  unpaid      .  •  .  •  • 

To  what  owing  for  teat  returned  by  the  buyers,  and  re-sold 

To  interest  on  bonds        ••....• 

Todtvid^dsonstock     ....... 

To  what  paid  by  the  adventurers,  bdng87§  per  cent,  on  L.  5,200,000  .  2,800,000 
To  addiuonal  capital  sold  to  do.    *    155        •         .  80(!>,000  .  l,240gOOO 

To        .        do.       .      in  1789      .174         .        .  1,000,000.1,740,000 

To        .        do.       .       in  1793       .    200        .        *  1,000,000 , 2/)00,O0O 


L.  6»000,000 .  7,780AX> 

Sicca  Rupees. 
To  balance  of  quick  stock  against  the  compa^ 
oy  at  Bengal,  made  up  to  31st  July,  1808.    10,39,95,941 
Add  expedition  to  Egypt,  &c.  mduded 

in  the  home  account        •        .  1,10^60,649 

Sicca  Rupees    •    11,59,56,590 

Current  Rupees.    13,34,65,644 
—the  sum  given  by  lord  Clive, 

for  constituting  a  military  fund  1 1 ,50,720 
*—  cargoes  dispatched  for  Eng- 
land, the  invoices  of  which ,  are 
dated  since  the  close  of  the 
quick  »?ock        .  .  77,12,942 

88,63,662 

Current  Rupees  .         14,23,29,306  a.  VS.  L.'l6^2,046 

Deduct  bills  of  exchange  drawn  since  the  close  of  the  quick  stock  1/209,174 

Bombay  Rs. 
By  balance  of  quick  stock  against  the  Company 
at  Bombay,  made  up  to  the  30th  April,  1809.   1,82,80,102 
Add  cargoes  dispatched  for  England,  the 
invoices  of  which  are  dated  since  the 
close  of  the  quick  stock       ...         3,51,280 


4k90(Vtt 

I5,4i: 

S6S,4£9 

753,0: 

70CMW 
lOQAfi 
10^ 
3SM» 
l54.fC 

32S,ar 

W44 

164,»: 

19,63 

'  SCI 
90^ 
67.7Si 


7,78(VW 


Bombay  Rnpeet       •         1,86.81,382  a.  2/CL.9,S2$,929 
Deduct  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  England  since  the  close  of  the 

quick  sto«k  .  .  .  .  •  •  223,199 


i4,ao2,rt 


S,WS|WJ 


India  Houses 
March  23, 1810. 


(Irron  excepted.) 

CflAt.  Cartwrigrt, 

Acoouatna-Oeamt 
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OHtlte  1st  March,  ISiO..- Cr. 


By  what  doe  from  government  to  the  Company     •  .  •  « 

Bycash,  its  balance  on  the  1st  March,  1810  .  .  •  . 

By  the  amount  of  goods  told,  not  paid  for  .... 

By  the  hou.  Board  of  Ordnance,  for  saltpetre  delivered     . 
By  the  value  of  goods  in  England,  unsold        .         .  •  .  , 

By  balance  of  quick  stock  in  favour  of  th«  company  at  Fort  St.  George, 
flutde  up  to  SOth  April,  1809.      .      .      Pagodas,  54,33,033  a.  8.  2,173.213 
Add  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  England  since  the 

close  of  the  quick  stock  .  .  L,  26,343 

Military  stores,  not  included  in  the  quick  stock,  as  per 
memeraodum  of  floating  stock  .  .         .  44,74G 

—    71,089 


By  balance  of  quick  stock  in  ^vour  of  the  Compaoy  at  Bencoolen.  ni«de 

up  to  SOth  April,  1 809  \  .  Spanish  Dollars.  919,229  a  5. 

By  oalaace  of  quick  stbck  in  favour  of  the  company  at  Prince  of  Wales\ 

Island,  made  upto  SOth  April,  1808         .        Spanish  Dollars.  762»819  a.  5. 

By  balance  (»f  last  books  in  favour  of  the  Company  at  St.  Helena, 

dated  SOtk  September,  1808  .  .  .       L.  186,915 

Add  bills  of  exchange  drawa on  EogUnd  since  the  close  of 

the  books  ...  •  ,        •  21,689 


Sy  balance  of  quick  •lock  in  favour  of  the  Company  at  China,  nMd^  up  to 

U  March,  1809  .  .  ,  I'ales  39,19.819  a.  7.  4.  ^. 

By  balance  of  quick  stock  in  favour  of  the  Company  at  the  Cape  of  Good 

Hope,  made %ip  to  SUt  August,^! 809  Rix  Dollars,  84,512.  a.  4.  and 

20  per  cent  premium. 
By  cargoes  from  Eogland,  not  acrived  in  India  and  China  at  the  dates  of  the 

several  quick  stocks         .  .  . 

By  exports  paid  fof,  exclusive  of  bullion,  1809-10 
By  impress  and  war  allowances,  paid  owners  of  shipcnot  arrived  in  England 
By  the  value  of  ships,  sloops,  and  vessels,  exclusive  of  those  stationed  abroad 
By  the  value  of  the  East  India  House  and  Warehouses 
By  what  the  Company  paid  f«r  their  dead  stock  in  India 
By  what  due  from  government  for  stores  and  supplies  to  his  majc&ty*s  troops 
By  what  owing  from  sundry  persons  returned  from  India,  and  in  India,  to 

be  re-paid  in  En^and  •  .  «... 


Balance  against 


L. 

1,207,560 

654,167 

580.351 

41,250 

6,365/X)0 


S,244,30f 
229,807 
190,705 

208,60« 
1,451,6^ 

14,08S 

2,530,619 

1,196,095 

436,67f 

79,140 

1,429,000 

400,OC^ 

960,000 

19,372 


19,938,376 
15,107,307 


/..  35.045,68$ 


ilfctnef <mdt(i7t  r 

In  the  above  acconot,  the  article  of  dead  stock  is  valued  at  /..400,000 ;  which 
tactttdes  buildings  and  fortifications,  plate,  household  furniture,  plantations,  farms,  sloops, 
vessels,  stores,  and  other  articles  of  dead  stock,  according  to  lord  Godolphin's  award  in  the 
year  1702.  Whereas  the  whole  of  the  sums  of  money  expended  in  buildings  and  fortiO* 
cations,  by  the  latest  advices  from  the  Company's  sevens  I  settlements,  for  the  acquisitiou ' 
and  maintenance  of  their  possessions,  and  the  neatest  estimatefd  value  of  other  articles  oC 
dead  stock,  is  as  follows : 


At  Bengal       •       .        •       •       . 
Fort  St.  George»  and  snbordinates 
Bombay,  and      .      .      do. 
Fort  Marlhro,  and    .      do. 
St.  Helena         ,         .       .       4 
Fort  CornvraNb'        • 


Buildings 

and 

Forti6cations. 


5,494,354 

1,840,682 

1,125.093 

243.640 

43,685 

63,478 


8,810,932 


Plate,  Household,  Fur 
niture,  Plantations, 

Farms,  Sloops, 
Vessels,  Stores,  &c. 


L. 

1,496,114 

447,798 

352,691 

74,544 

93,912 

11,624 


2,476.683 


TOTAJLS. 


L,, 

6,990,468 

2,288,480 

1,477,784 

iJl8,184 

137,597 

75,102 


11,287.615 
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No.  10. 
Number  and  Expend  of  Kings  Troops  in  India,  officers  included. 


BENGAL. 

MADRAS. 

BOMBAY. 

TOTAL. 

Number. 

£xpeace. 

Number. 

Ezpence. 

Number. 

£xpeoce. 

Number. 

Expeace. 

1797    ... 

JL. 

3,019 

126,815 

7,948 

290,356 

1,174 

61,524 

A. 

12.141 

1- 

478,631$ 

1798     ... 

2,873 

164,557 

6,121 

247,286 

1,723 

73,268 

10,717 

48o4U 

1799    ... 

2,870 

172,926 

7,875 

329,121 

3,069 

167,634 

13,814 

669,681 

1800    «.. 

3,601 

197,427 

6.442 

269,702 

3,107 

156,393 

13,150 

6SS^« 

1801     ... 

3,748 

220,246 

8,248 

320,678 

1,565 

106,463 

13,561 

647,357 

1802     ... 

3,307 

178,252 

8,800 

346,880 

2,905 

169,593 

15,012 

694,725 

1803     ... 

4,031 

214,980 

8,737 

375.705 

3,703 

196,600 

16,471 

787,3a$ 

1804     ... 

4,005 

223,915 

8,145 

S76fi56 

2,701 

152,522 

14,851* 

752,473 

1805    ... 

4,625 

253,102 

BfiGS 

370,344 

2,282 

105,323. 

14,970 

728,769 

1806     ... 

5,512 

280,980 

7,829 

342,168 

3,834 

176,954 

17,175 

800,109 

1807     ... 

5,037 

305,587 

8,586 

368,885 

3,672 

178,%9 

17,295 

853.441 

This  calculation  it  made  upon  the  number  in  India,  on  SOtb  April  in  each  yeftr;  tbe 
apence  according  to  the  gutioni  at  that  period,  either  in  garrison  or  otherwise. 

The  expence  of  hotset  for  the  cavalry,  is  not  included ;  it  is  not  practicable  to  diitis- 
guish  this  from  the  charges  made  for  the  Native  CavaUy. 

According  to  the  feregoing  statement,  the  extra  expence  of  troops,  beyond  the  number 
^owed  bj  aa  of  Parliament,  (10,727)  is  calculated  as  follows : 


The  number  in  1798  it  nearly  the  same. 


The  expence  is 

Excess  in  1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 


Total. 


L.  184,570 

.  138,411 

.  162,276 

.  209,614 

.  802,174 

.  267,362 

.  243,658 

.  314,991 

.  368,441 


JU  485,000 


L,  2,191,497 


Exdnsive  of  iatereit  on  th«  annual  excess  of  expence. 


East  India  House, 
^th  April,  1810. 


{Errors  excepted.) 

W.  Waio«T» 
Anditoir  of  India 
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No.  11. 
Amount  of  Indian  debt  at  several  periods. 


Ut  May  1793 

l5t  May  1799 

Itt  May  1803,  deducting  redeemed  by  sinking  fnndt 
l8t  May  1806,  do.  do.  do. 

1st  May  1807,  do.  do.  do. 

1st  May  1808,  do.  do.  do. 

1st  May  1809,  do.  do.  do. 


L. 

7,971,668 
12,811,863 
18,350,873 
28,538.804 

80,J4/,341 
32,007,819 
30,876,788 


N.  B.  Current  rupees  at  fs. 

Pagodas  at  88.  and  Bombay  rupees  at  fs.  3d.  each. 
If  the  total  of  debts  stated  in  current  rupees  in  No.  16,  presented  annually  to  Parliament, 
were  concerted,  into  pounds  sterling  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  the  current  rupee,  the 
amcmnt  would  appear  to  differ  materiall)r  from  this  account,  which  arises  from  the  mode  of 
converting  pagodas  and  Bombay  rupees  into  current  rupees,  which  has  been  adopted  in 
preparing  the  debts  at  by  the  paper,  No.  16,  annually  presented  to  parliament,  by  which  a 
Urger  amount  in  current  rupees  u  produced  than  by  the  rates  used  in  the  present  account. 

(Errors  excepted.) 
East  India  House,  Wm.  Wright, 

8th  April,  1810,  Auditor  of  India  accounu. 


No.  12. 
JUvenues  and  charges  in  India,  and  interest  on  debts,  from  1793-4^  to  I8O8-9, 
tvitk  the  estimate  for  1 8O9- 10, 


Total  Rerenue. 

TotalCharges. 

Interest  on  debts. 

Net  Surplus. 

Net  deficiency 

L. 

L. 

L. 

L. 

L. 

1793-4      . 

8,^76,770 

6^)66.923 

526,205 

1683,648 

_ 

1794-5      . 

.  8,026^193 

6,083,507 

439.410 

1505,276 

.— 

17956      . 

7,886,093 

6,474,247 

420,403 

971,443 

— 

1796-7      • 

8.016,174 

7,081,190 

448,290 

486,691 

— 

1797-8      . 

8,059,879 

7,411,401 

603,507 

44,971 

— 

1798-9      . 

8,652,033 

8,417,812 

759,326 

. 

525,10« 

1799-1800 

9,736,670 
10,485^57 

8,998,153 

1,070,634 

.       •       . 

332,117 

1800.1      . 

10,405,500 

1,221,108 

•       •       . 

1,141.551 

1801.2       . 

12, 16^^590 

11,023,453 

1,531,482 

• 

391,345 

1802-3      . 

13.464,537 

11,043,108 

1,577,882 

843,547 

— 

18(fe.4      . 

13,273,044 

13,001,083 

1,499,154 

. 

1,227.193 

1804.5       . 

14,949,397 

14,548,435 

1,768,440 

. 

1,367,478 

1805  6      . 

15,403,411 

15^61,330 

2,943,612 

. 

2,401.631 

1806-7      . 

14,513.!)75 

15,315,411 

2,452,545 

. 

3,253,981 

1807-8       . 

15,669^902 

13,626,116 

2,414,127 

• 

370,341 

1808-9 

15,525,091 

13.187,735 

2,468,637 

. 

131,281 

1809-10  esti; 

15,655,984 

13.609,490 

2,466,300 

.       •       • 

119,306 

Tht  charges  arc  the  amount  brought  to  account  in  the  year,  at  by  budget  accounts,  Not. 
9,5,and8. 

The  interest  includes  what  was  paid  on  the  sums  redeemed  by  the  sinking  funds  *.  if  this 
interest  were  included  from  the  account,  the  result  in  the  last  three  years  would  be  at 
follows : 

1807-8  .  .  Net  deficiency        L.  130,901 

I8O8.9  Net  Surplus.  .  -  L.  138,123 

1809-10    do.    do.  .  .  88,008 


East  India  House, 
8th  April,  1810. 


(Enron  excepted.) 


Wli  WRI0HT, 

Auditor  of  India  Accounts. 
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The  select  comnittce*  appointed  to  ««• 
quire  into  the  present  state  qI  the  alSfairs 
of  the  East  India  Company,  and  to  re- 
port the  same,  as  it  shaH  appear  to 
tn€m«  to  ttie  hoase,  with  their  obser- 
Tations  thereupon;  and  also  to  report 
their  proceedinj^,  from  time  to  time, 
to  the  house  ;  aiid  to  wliom  the  potitiou 
of  the  united  /  company  of  merchants  of 
England  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  was 
referred ; — have,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of 
the  house,  examined  the  matters  to  them 
referred :  and  have  agreed  upon  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

Your  committee  haying  been  directed  to 
examine  the  matter  of  a  petition  from  the 
East  India  company,  which  was  presented  to 
the  bouse  on  the  13th  of  April,  have  accor- 
dingly required  such  evidence  to  be  pi  oduced 
to  your  committee,  as  might  enable  tiiem  to 
decide  on  tlic  allegations  contaiD«d  in  that 
petition.— The  several  accounts,  wliich  are 
hereunto  annexed,  have  accordini^ly  been 
laid  before  them,  and  from  those  documents, 
«B  well  as  from  the  examination  of  the  ac- 
countant* general  and  the  auditor  of  tlie  com- 
pany, as  to  their  correctness,  there  seems 
to  be  no  reasonable  ground  for  doubting  the 
accuracy  of  the  statement  contained  in  the 

Setition,  as  to  the  lar^e  amount  of  bills 
rawn  on  the  Court  of  Directors  on  ac- 
count of  tlie  company's  debt  in  India,  and 
the  heavy  losses  which  the  company  have 
sustained  in  their  shipping  during  the  last 
two  years.  The  sum  of  711,-156/.  which 
appears  by  the  account  of  those  losses  to 
have  been  the  value  of  the  homeward- 
bound  cargoes,  is  explained  to  be  the  prime 
cost  of  the  goods,  which,  of  course,  might 
have  been  expected  to  realize  to  the  com- 
pany a  sum  considerably  larger,  aAer  de- 
ducting the  freight  and  otlier  charges. 

The  estimate  of  receipts  and  payments 
of  the  East  India  Company,  to  the  Ist 
March,  1811,  and  the  account  of  their  pro- 
perty in  England,  and  afloat  outward, 
which  shews  a  balance  in  their  favour  of 
4,84^2,145/.  arc  two  of  the  accounts  an- 
Dually  laid  before  parliament,  and  which 
have  accordingly  been  prcj^ented  to  the 
house,  and  referred  to  your  committee. 

It  having  been  stated  in  a  former  report, 
that  a  reasonable  expectation  might  be 
entertained  of  a  considerable  diminution 
in  the  annual  amount  of  bills  on  the  Court 
of  Directors  from  China,  in  consequence 
of  arrangements  which  had  been  adopted 
for  that  purpose,  your  committee  have  lea- 
gon  to  believe,  that  those  hopes  have  been 
realized,  and  that  the  company's  treasury 
in  England  is  not  likely  to  be  exposed  again 
to  the  contingency  of  such  heavy  demands 
from  China. 

It  appears  also  by  advices  from  India, 
that  considerable  progress  had  been  made, 
particularly  at  Madras,  in  carrying  into 
effect  an  arraogemeat  for  converting  the 


optional  loans  ia  India  (or  sncb  portion  of 
the  debt  as  left  to  the  creditor  the  option 
of  having  it  discharged  either  by  cash  in 
India,  or  by  bills  on  the  X^urt  of  Direc- 
tors) into  loans,  the  interest  of  wluch,  bat 
not  the  principal^  was  payable,  if  required, 
by  such  bills,  on  England.  Your  coranut- 
the  have  not  been  able  to  ot^tain  an  accu- 
rate account  of  those  optional  loans  ;  bat 
of  the  total  amount  of  30,876, rB^.  of 
debt  on  the  30th  April,  lb()9,itis  supposed, 
that  not  less  than'  18,500,000/.  was  de- 
mandable  by  bill  on  England.  It  appears, 
however,  that  at  the  two  presidencies  of 
Madras  and  Bombay,  a  considerable  sum, 
amounting  probably  to  not  less  than 
4,00i),000L  bad,  previously  to  the  1st  Oc- 
tober, 1809,  been  converted  into  a  debt  pay- 
able only  in  India ;  and  that  a  further  som 
of  1,^^61,567^  debt  had  been  wholly  dis- 
charged. 

Your  committee  having  considered  it 
incumbent  upon  them  to  enquire  into  the 
grounds  of  the  allegation  in  the  petition, 
that  it  would  be  highly  disadyantageoos 
to  the  company  at  the  presentperiod  to  raise 
money  by  increasing  their  capital  stock,  as 
tlioY  are  by  law  authorized  to  do  ^  have  ex- 
ammed  the  chairman,  and  deputy  chair^ 
man,  and  Charles  Grant,  esquire,  one  at 
the  directors,  on  that  particulsur  point. 
They  have  informed  your  committee,  that 
the  Court  of  Directors  agree  with  them  in 
tliinking  such  a  measure  at  this  time,  and 
under  the  present,  circumstances,  would 
be  highly  injurious  to  the  interest  of  tha 
company.  The  evidence  of  those  gentie- 
men  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

APPENDIX  : 

viz. 

No.  1.—*  Amount  of  bills  of  exchangCy 
drawn  on  tii£  Court  of  Directors, 
unpaid  on  the  1st  March  1810,  on 
account  of  India  debt  and  interesL 

No.  t. — Estimate  of  the.  loss  sustained  by 
the  company,  by  the  capture  and 
wreck  of  shipping  1807-8  and 
1808-9. 

No.  3. — Estimate  of  receipts  and  payments 
of  do,  from  1st  March  Ibio  to  1st 
March  1811. 

No.  4. — Statement  of  the  debts  and  credits 
of  the  East  India  compaay  in 
England,  and  afloat  outward,  oo 
the  1st  day  of  March  1810. 

No.  5. —  Explanation  relative  to  drafis 
from  China  upon  England,  cince 
the  year  1808. 

No.  6.—  Copy  letter  from  the  goveraor- 

.    general    in    council  at   Fort  St 

George  to  the  Court  of  Directors 

in  the  public  department,  on  the 

subject  of  finances. 

No.  7.—  Amount  of  Indian  debt  at  ticveral 
periods. 
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No.  8.— Estimated  amount  of  debts  in  In- 
dia, on  the  SOtb  April  1809. 

Ko.  9.—  EKtimated  amount  of  loan^  in  In- 
dia, on  Seth  April  180i>. 

No.  10. — Estimated  amoimt  of  debts  in  In- 
dia, on  30th  April  1809,  since  paid 
off. 

No,  11. — Evidence  of  the  chairman,  depnty 
chairman,  and  one  of  tiie  direc- 
tors. 

Appendix,  No.  1. 
Amount  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on 
the  court,  unpaid  on  the  1st  March  1810, 
on  account  ol'  Indian  debt,  and  interest ; 
8h<  oing  tlie  amount  that  will  fall  due 
before  the  1st  March,  1811^  and  after- 
wards. 


Of  which  will  fhll  dne  before 

the  Ist  March,1811 I.  I,r56,18« 

due  afler  the  Ist  March  1811  •••  •      556,488 


?,«92,606 


Amount  of  bills  of  exchange  ad- 
vised from  India  since  the  1  st 


March,  1810  • 


Of  which  will  become  due  pre- 
vious to  the  Ist  March,  1811.' 
Do.        after  1st  March,  1811  •  • 


S17,0S« 


244,787 
317, 03« 


Memorandum-^  In  the  advices  of  bills  of 
exchange  received  from 
India,  the  amount  drawn 
for  principal  and  inte- 
rest is  not  separated. 
(Errors  excepted.) 

Chas.  Cartwright, 
Accountant-General. 
East  India  House, 
21st  April,  1810.  < 

Appendix,  No.  2. 

jin  estimate  of  the  loss  sustained  ly  the  company,  hy  the  capture  and  wreck  of 
shipping,  1807-8,  awrf  I8O8-9. 


Amount  of  bills  of -exchange 
from  India,  running  on  the 
company  on  the  1st  March, 
1810,  for  principal  and  inte- 
rest of  loans  • • 


«,?9S{,606 


Cargo 

Car^iO 

Advances,  Impress, 
and 

Value 

TOTAL. 

Homeward. 

Outward. 

War  contingencies. 

of  Ship. 

L. 

jL. 

L, 

L. 

L. 

Walpole  -        .        .     - 

3,235 

.    *    . 

8,471 

... 

11,706 

Admiral  Gardner    - 

-      •    - 

21,759 

16,138 

... 

37,897 

Britannia         -   '    • 

•      .     - 

57,091 

-         -         -     - 

60.729 

117,820 

Travels  -        -        -       - 

.    . 

6,566 

»            7,990 

... 

14,556 

X-ord  Nelson    -•     - 

49,026 

... 

14,442 

... 

63,468 

Experiment    -        -        - 

5,292 

... 

7,178 

.     -    - 

12,470 

Glory     -        -        -        - 

5,292 

•    •    . 

6,583 

... 

11,875 

Calcutu-        -        -        ^ 

124,452 

... 

14,463 

... 

138,915 

Bengal    .       -        .        - 

121,262 

... 

14,339 

•   '  •     . 

135,601 

Jane,  Duchess  of  Gordon 

86.089 

... 

14,  51 

.     .     . 

100,540 

X^ady  Jane  Dundas  - 

36,808 

... 

14,508 

•     •     • 

51,316 

Europe  -        -        -        - 

140,000 

.    -    - 

14,393 

.     .     • 

154,398 

Streatham «    -        .        . 

140.000 

-    .     - 

14,502 

.     •     • 

154,502 

Asia  -    -        -        .        - 

- 

28,565 

14,446 

•     •     • 

43,011 

L. 

711,456 

113,983 

161.909 

60,729 

1,048,077 

East  India  House 
the  loth  April,  1810. 


(Krrors  excepted.) 


Chas.  Cart  WRIGHT, 

Accountant-GeneraU 


Appendix,  No.  3- 
Estimate  of  receipts  and  payments  of  the  East  India  Company ;  from  tfie  1st 
March,  1810, <o  \st  March,  1811. 


Cash  in  the  treasury  1st  March, 
1810  (Morning)  including  duty 
on  tea  •  •  •  • * . . . .  654,1 67 

Company's  goods,  sold,  and  to  be 
»«ld....i- -•...»••* 5,735,351 


Honourable  board  of  ordnance, 

for  salt  petre •  •  •  •  145,450 

Private  trade  goods,  sold  before 

ist  March,  1810. 307,000 

Cliarges  and  profit  on  private 

trade •.•..^. 110,000 
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CbsTges,  f^eral,  iDcladinf        i 
supra  cargoes  commission, 
interest  on  loans,  Uc 75^600 

Dividends  on  stock,  and  in- 
terest on  bonds 875^000 

Bpnds  advertized  to  be  paid 

off. 15,417 

Pay  to  marine  and  military 
officers  on  forloiicb  and 
retired  from  service 170,000 

Warrants  passed  the  court 
unpaid   68.000 

Buyers  of  tea,  returned 971 

Proprietors  of  private  trade....       S^:!/*(iO 

I.9,v81,l4i 

(Errors  excepted.) 

Chas.  Cartwrigbt, 
AccoQUtant-gcneraL 
East  India  House, 
16thMarcb,  1810. 

Appendix,  No.  4. 
A  statement  of  t)ie  debt^  and  credits  of  tbe  East  India  company  in  England,  and  afloat 
outward,  on  the  l»l  day  of  March,  1810. 

To  bonds  bearing  intercj^t L»  4,900,000 

To  bonds  not  bearing  interest 15,417 

To  bills  of  exchange  unpaid  from  China 361,469 

To  ditto India 2,241,044 

To  customs  and  excise  on  goods  sold,  and  customs  on  goods  unsold    .    •     .     755,697 
To  the  bank^  for  a  loan  on  mortgage  of  the  annuities  that  may  be  sold     .    ,     .     700,000 

To  ditto    .    for  a  loan  on  bond , 100,000 

To  ditto    .    for  interest  on  the  above  loans    .     .    •    • 10,666 

To  freight  and  demurrage 336,200 

To  supra  cargoes  coromiMion  on  all  goods  sold  and  unsold 134,660 

To  proprietors  of  private  tirade,  on  all  goods  sold :     . .     3^?«000 

To  almshouses  at  Poplar 6i)J544 

164,090 

19,633 

68,000 

971 

90»9O< 


Freight  on  I>o....»« 

I>itto  of  hemp  imported,  and 
to  be  imported  on  account 
of  government 

100,000 
156,000 

36,226 

i.  7,242,194 

2,038,948 

105,932 

6526,807 

1,163,600 

1,829,791 

2.548.424 

One  year's  interest,  at  3/.  per 
cent,     per     annum,     of 
1,207,559/.  15s.   the  com- 
pany's share  Of  tbe  annuities 
traMferred    to    the  bank, 
agreeably  to  act  of  par- 
liament ^ 

Balance  deficient,  1st  March, 
1811 

Dutv  on  tea... 

Freight  and  demurrage 

Goods  and  stores  exported... 

Bills  exchange,  from  India 

and  China 

To  what  owing  for  exports  of  former  seasons    .    .    v    . 
To  ditto    .    .    to  the  warehouse  contingent  fund    , '  .    . 

To  warrants  passed  the  court  unpaid 

To  M-bt^t  owing  for  teas  returned  by  the  buyers,  and  resold 
To  interest  on  bonds 


To  dividends  on  stock • 67,795 


Balance  in  favour 


By  what  due  from  government  to  the  company 

By  cash,  its  balance  on  1st  March,  1810 

By  the  amount  of  goods  sold,  not  paid  for 

By  the  honourable  board  of  ordnance,  for  saltpetre  delivered    .    .    . 

*  By  the  value  of  goods  in  Englapd  unsold 

*  By  cargoes  from  ^gland,  not  arrived  in  India  and  China  at  the 
dates  of  the  several  quick  stocks    ..••••••...• 

By  exports  paid  for,  exclusive  of  bullion • 

*  By  impress  and  w'ar  allowances  paid  owners  of  ships  not  arrived  in 
England     .    •    .' 


L.  10,357,083 
.       4,842,145 

L,  15,199,233 

L.  1,207,560 

654,167 

580,351 

41,250 

6,365,000 

2,530,619 
1,196,095 

436,679 


***  To  the  above  were  annexed, (No.  5.)  explanation  relative  to  drafts  from  China  upon 
England  slntt  the  year  1808.  No.  6.)  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  governor  -  geneial 
on  the  subject  of  finances.  (No.  7.)  amoimt  of  Indian  debt  at  several  periods.  (No.  8.) 
estimated  amount  of  Indian  debt,  30th  April,  1809,  Total  ^,876,788.  (No.  9.) 
estimate  of  Indian  loans  at  the  last-mentionecl  dat^.  (No.  10.)  estimate  of  the  amount 
of  Indian  debts  paid  off,  since  the  30th  April,  1809.  (No.  11.)  evidence  of  chaiman 
and  deputy  against  the  policy  of  increasing  Indian  stock. 
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■By  thevalnc  of  ships,  sloops,  and  vessels,  exclusive  of  those  statiooed 

abroad 79,140 

By  the  value  of  the  East  India  house  and  warehouses l,lS(9,000 

By  what  due  from  government  for  stores  and  supplies  to  his  majesty's 

troops •  960,000 

By  wliat  owing  from  sundry  persons  returned  from  India,  and  in  India, 

to  be  repaid  in  England 19,372 

1.15,199,233 
(Errors  excepted.)  Chas.  Cartwrioht, 

Accountant-generaL 
Easjt  India  House,  llth  April,  1810. 


Report  of  the  srlcrt  committee  on  the 
alfairs  of  the  Enst  India  company  {o 
the  House  of  Commons. 
The  utmost  dilicrence  which  yorr  com- 
mittee have  been  enabled  to  bestow  upon 
a  subject  of  such  extensive  detail,  as  an 
inquiry  into  "  the  present  state  of  the 
affairs  of  the  East  India  Company,"  would 
not  have  been  sufficient  for  its  full  investi- 
iration  within  the  period  which  has  elapsed 
»ince  their  appointment,  even  if  many 
of  the  most  necessary  documents,  as  to 
the  state  of  the  company*s  afiairs  in  India, 
had  not  been  received  so  recently  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  their  being  ex- 
antined  with  a  degree  of  accuracy,  care  and 
attenHon,  which  the  complicated  nature, 
not  less  than  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
indispensably  requires.    Your  committee 


expeditions  to  the  French,  Dutch,  and 
Spanish  settlements  in  the  Indiftn  seas,  and 
to  Egypt,  have  proceeded,  in  the*  first 
instance,  on  the  investigation  of  tl|e 
account  between  the^  public  and  the  com- 
pany. Yoor  committee  find,  that  in  the 
report  made  by  a  former  committee  upon 
this  subject  (Ap.  No.  5),  on  the  S6t]i  day 
of  June,  1805,  and  now  referred  to  your 
committee,  the  several  heads  of  .charges 
upon  which  the  claims  preferred  on  behalf 
of  the  company,  were  founded,  are  arran^ 
ged  in  the  following  manner,  in  three 
classes,  according  to  the  nature  of"  the  cir- 
cumstanced and  transactions  out  of  which 
they  have  respectively  arisen.  The  first 
class  composed  of  such  heads  of  charge 
as  should  rail  into  the  opinion  -of  the  com- 
mittee firaminff  that  report,  exclusively  on 


are  still  engaged  in  the  consideration  of    the  pnblic ;  me  second,  of  such  as  should 


the  various  matters  comprehended  in 
the  general  object  of  their  incjuiry,  and  will, 
from  time  to  time  submit  their  observations 
thereupon  to  the  house :  but  in  conse- 
qnence  of  the  petition  which  the  company 
have  presented  to  the  house,  and  which 
liave  been  referred  to  your  committee,  they 
have  deemed  it  advisable,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  advert  to  the  allegations  of  that 
petition,  including  not  only  those  which 
refer  exclusively  in  the  balance  claimed  by 
the  company  asowing  to  them  by  the  public, 
but  also  such  as  relate  to  the  general  state 
'of  affairs,  and  to  report  upon  the  same, 
as  the  progress  which  your  committee 
have  been  enabled  to  make  in  their  inquiry, 
lias,  in  their  apprehension,  justified  the  ob< 
servations  which  they  now  ofler  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house. 

Your  committee,  finding  it  stated  in  the 
petition  from  the  company,  as  one  of  the 
causes  from  which  the  present  embarrass- 
ment in  their  pecuniary  concerns  had 
arisen,  that  a  large  balance  of  debt  re- 
Diaineddue  to  them  from  tlie  pnblic,  on 


be  borne  exclusively  by  the  company ;  and 
tlie  third,  consisting  of  charges,  to  be  di- 
vided equally  between  both  parties : 

First  class,  chargeable  to  the  public. 

"  An  account  of  expences  incurred  by  the 
East  India  company  in  India  and  En- 
gland, for  the  intended  expedition  to 
the  French  islands,  and  lor  the  ex- 
pedition against,  and  supplies  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope." 

"  An  account  of  expences  incurred  by 
the  East  India  company,  for  the  in- 
ten<jed  expedition  against  Manilla." 

''  An  account  of  the  expences  incurred  by 
the  East  India  company,  for  the 
purchase  of  vessels  for  bis  majesty's 
navy,  repairs  to  king's  ships,  &c.  ^c." 

^'  An  account  of  the  expences  incurred 
by  the  East  India  company,  by  the 
capture  of  the  Danish  settlements  in 
India,  in  1801." 

"  An  account  of  tlie  extraordinary  ex- 
pences incurred  by  the  East  India 
Company,  by  the  expedition  to  Eygypt" 


account  of  various  expences  incurred  for 

*  The  debt  from  government  for  stores  and  supplies  to  troops,  expeditions,  &c.  is 
taken  at  the  sum  stated  to  be  due  on  1st  March,  1808,  deducting  therefrom  1,500,0001. 
received  from  government  since  that  period ;  which  sum  was  voted  in  consequence  of 
the  first  report  of  the  select  committee  on  tlie  afiairs  of  the  East  India  Company.  As 
the  committee  in  this  report  state  their  having  suspended,  for  further  examination,  snch 
parts  of  the  pay  oflice  demands  as  have  been  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
and  as  a  difference  of  opinion  subsists  on  the  adjustment  of  the  other  parts  of  the  com* 
pany's  claims,  the  account  is  consequently  still  open  for  farther  investigation. 
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orer  and  tbore  the  charge  of  the 
troops  in  India." 
•*  Ckylon  balance  of  property,  December 
1801,  and  remittances  from  India  sub- 
^equent  to  that  date  :  also  the  expcuce 
of  thecaptnre  of  the  said  island." 

l?econd  class,  chargeable  to  the  company* 
•*  An  account  of  the  cxpences  incurred  by 
the  East  India  company,  in  con- 
sequence of  various  captures  made  from 
the  French  and  Dutch  on  the  Penin- 
sula of  India,  including  subsistence 
of  prisoners." 
**  An  acconnt  of  the  king's  troops  in  India ^ 
beyoiMl  the  number  authorized  by  acts 
•f  parliameut.** 


Third  class,  to  be  equally  ^ided. 
•*  An  account  of  thcexpcnc«jlicorred  by 
the  capture  and  maintenance  of  Ma- 
kicca and  the  Moluccas,  and  for  the 
naintenancc  of  Ceyl\Ai^  deducting  the 
profit  on  spices.** 
Tlie  said  report  further  states  the  de- 
ferminatioo  of  that  committee  concerning 
the  rates  of  interest  to  be  allowed  upon  the 
•everal   sums  appcariuj^  on  the  difi'erent 
sides  of  the  account,  as  toUows  : 

**  Yonr  committee  have  thought  it  rea- 
foiiable,  that  the  company's  claims  so  far 
as  they  arise  from  an  expenditure,  curried  on 
in  India  byloans^rai^ed  tlicre,  j>hould  be  made 
■pwith  the  rate  of  interest  paid  by  the  cora- 
fany  abroad  for  the  loan  of  the  yeaf  in 
which  the  e xpence  was  actually  incurred ;. 
andfliat  the  paymaster-general's  account 
ihoiihl  bear  interest  according  to  the  rate 
I»aid  by  the  public  for  money  in  Enrope, 
in  the  seveiai  years  in  which  the  demands 
kave  accrued  \  credit  is  given  on  the  other 
•idenftiie  account  on  ail  payments  hitherto 
■tddebyth*  public  in  discharge  of  tiuse 
«l«mands,  at  Uie  same  rate  of  Indiaii  iute- 
r4>!s  as  that  dobittd  by  the  company." 

The  report  ihin  states  the  opinion  of  the 
»aid  committee,  thut,ai»  far  as  tiiey  can 
><l;ie,  a  balance  of  about  2^0,0uo\. 
naitld  be  owiii^  by  the  public  to  the  com- 
pany, iictonliug  to  the  mode  of  stating 
and  making  dp  the  account  therein  prc- 
♦  /ihc>I,  ami  tlwt  tie  sum  of  1, 000,0001. 
»)is:!.f  salWy  be  vot^'d  by  the  house  on 
aceouur.  Hut  it  whs  ubstrvtHl  in  the  snid 
reptxt,  tirat  the  accounts  ©n  which  the 
©{'•c:wu  of  tl»e  siiia  committee  (in  reiiard 
to  iLf  amount  of  wiial  might  prove  due  to 
theeompany)  had  been  fomidi-d,  would  re- 
^uire  rcviMon,  ami  it  was  rpcommended, 
il:at  an  acrountitut  should  benominaud  on 
tiie  part  of  tlie  treasury,  ajvl  another  on 
tlie  part  of  the  company,  to  examine  and 
m^kc  up  the  account  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples theiVin  specified,  previous  to  the  final 
balance  being  discharged  ;  and  it  was  also 
strongly  recommended,  that  freqnent  and- 
rarly  acyustmcnts  of  accounts  should  take 
place  between  the  public  and  the  company* 


Yonr  committre  find,  that  Ihe  soro  of 
l,(K)O,OO0l.  was  accordingly  voted  ia  that 
session  of  parliament,  •  and  paid  to  tbe 
company,  and  that,  in  conformity  to  tiie 
recommendation  contained  in  the  taid  re« 
porf,  accountants  were  named  on  the  put 
of  the  public  and  the  company  re^pec- 
lively,  for  the  purpose  therein  mentioiied, 
who  appear  to  have  entered  without  delay 
upon  the  dnties  assigned  to  tliexn.  The 
discussions  which  took  place  between  then 
on  the  subject  of  these  accooBts,  mlk  be 
found  in  the  Appendix  (No.  1). 

Yonr  committee  find  that,  in  the  setmoD 
of  1806,  another  sum  of  1,000,6001.  was 
voted  and  paid  to  the  company  on  accomtt ; 
it  appearing  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Witt- 
wer,  the  accountant  nt^med  by  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  treasnry  on  the  pais 
of  the  public,  to  George  Harrison,  «a. 
dated  S;5th  day  of  Juue«  1806,  (whk^ 
letter  is  referred  to  yonr  committee)  tbai 
although,  for  reasons  therein  particulariy 
detailed,  no  iinal  adjastment  of  acconnts 
.could  at  that  time  be  made  between  the 

(mblic  and  the  company,  the  uitimate  b*- 
ance  due  to  tlie  latter  would  be  fonnd  to 
exceed  that  sum. 

Your  committee  find,  that  additiomil 
claims  and  demands  have  arisen  between 
the  public  and  the  company,  subsequent 
to  the  report  of  1805,  above  alladed  to. 
some  of  which  have  accrued  from  a  con* 
tiniiation  to  a  latter  period  of  acconnta 
and  heads  of  charge  then  existing,  and 
otJiers  from  different^  circumstances  and 
transactions  which  have  since  occnrred. 

Your  committee  have  applied,  to  those 
of  the  former  description,  the  principles 
VI  hicU  tlicy  found  laid  down  in  the  report 
of  1805.  The  following  charges  which 
have  grown  out  of  ne\v  matter  since  that 
report,  they  have  agreed,  aflar  due  con- 
sideration, to  inclnde  in  the  first  dass^  a» 
payable  by  the  public —   - 

ExpeneVs  ineurred  in  India  on  account 
of  the  Chinese  settlers  at  Trinidad. 

Expenres  incurred  >on  account  of  the 
expi'dition  to  Uie  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in 

lauj. 

Supplies  for  tlie  expedition  against  Boc* 
nos  Ayre<;. 

Youi-  committee  arc  also  of  opinion,  that 
the  diarge  of  prisoners  of  war  taken  at  sea 
by  his  majesty's  ships,  which  does  not 
appear  to  iiave  been  particularly  notieed 
by  the  comniiitce  of  1805,  ought  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  public,  espeeiallv  as  the 
principle  on  uhich  tliis  claim  Ls  founded, 
seems  to  he  rce^gai^^ed  and  admitted  in  the 
act  of  1793,  chap.  5J.Rect.  127. 

Y'our  committee  find  that  a  new  demai^ 
has  also  been  brought  forward  on  the  part 
of  the  public  against  the  company  for  vic- 
tualUng  stores  furnished  for  the  company's 
service  by  the  conmiissioners  of  victualhoigy 
or  their  a^e  nts. 

(No.  4).   Your  committee  find,  that  the 
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gm9$  denaad  «f  the  company  on  the  pab* 
UCf  4rawii  op  ia  ctmfQruJty  to  what  lias 
hetu  stated,  with  interest  computed  to  the 
IM  of  March,  XQOH^  amounts,  according  to 
the  best  jud^pnent  which  yoar  committee 
oan  now  form  (several  of  tiie  items  of  such 
demaud  being  stated  upon  estimate),  to 
the  siun  of  8,461,33ll.  and  that  the  counter 
demands  on  the  part  of  the  public,  for  ad- 
vances of  ca«ii  upon  acconnt  including 
liie  two  sums  of  l,000,eooI.  and  1^()0<),000I. 
mentioned  in  the  fonner  part  of  Qm  report) 
for  disbursements  by  the  pay  odicc,  and 
for  supplies  furnished  by.  the  victualiiiig  of- 
fice^  with  interest  computed  to  ihe  same 
penod,  amounts  to  6,960,91^1.  leaving  a 
balance  due  to  the  company  Irom  the 
public  of  1,500,4191. 

In  the  above  sum  of  6,960,91  Sl.  is  incln- 
ded  the  sum  of  3,08*^,76^1.  wliich  is  the 
junonnt  ofthe  claim  of  the  paymaster-pene- 
Val  on  the  company,  including  interest  to 
the  1st  of  March,  IBOB,  deducting  there- 
from the  snm  of  443,7671.  hereinafter  men- 
tioDed. 

Your  committee  qannot  adduce  a  strong- 
er instance  ofthe  necessity  of  attending  to 
the.  recommendation  ofthe  committee  of 
1805,  as  to  the  frequent  a^iustment  of 
accounts  between  tlie  public  and  Uie  com- 
pany, than  the  mere  statement  of  a  claim 
to  so  Urge  an  amount,  and  which  has 
moreover  been  only  brought  forward  at  a 
period  so  receut,  tliat  it  has  been,  and  for  a 
considerable  time  mustbe,impo8sibIeforthe 
accountants  to  examine  in  detail,  and  form 
an  opinion  on  the  acouiacy  of  all  the  charges. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
objections  which  have  already  been  inged 
on  thepartof  tiie  company  to  the  pay-ofiice 
damands,  and  which  are  detailed  in  liie 
appendix  (No.  3.)  to  ihts  report,  are  in 
general  well  founded^  especially  as  their 
validity  ban  benn  strongly  confirmed  by  a 
return  which  was  laid  before  your  com- 
mittee, from  the  office  of  tne  adjutant 
general  (No.  3),  of  the  periods  during 
which  the  ditierent  regiments  were  charge- 
able to  the  company ;  and  it  is  very  possi- 
ble tliat,  on  furtiicr  and  more  *miiiute 
examination  by  the  accountants,  otlter  ob- 
jections will  be  discovered.  On  these  con- 
siderations, yoar  committee  have  thought 
it  reasonable  to  suspend  for  tnrther  ex- 
amination, snch  part  of  the  pay  office  de- 
mand as-bas  been  opecifically  objected  to 
00  &e  part  ofthe  company,  which  amounts 
to  the  snm  of  443,7671.  In  concluding  this 
part  of  the  subject  your  committee  have  no 
hesitation  in  suggesting  the  expediency  of 
repealing  the  clause  in  the  act  of  1793  (cap. 
6f  •  sec  1S8.)  which  enacts  that  the  company 
ihall  be  chargeable  with  all  the  recmitine 
and  other  expences  incurred  in  England 
for  regiments  in  India  (which  in  practice 
hat  been  found  sO  difficult  to  adjust,) 
and  substitoting  other  provisions  which 
Biigfat  nmptify  thc  Um^  9t  »Ulti08  ^^ 


account,  and  consequently  Ihcilitate  its 
frequent  and  early  acyustment,  and  at  the 
same  timesecore  to  the  public  an  equitable 
compensation  for  that  portion  of  its  mili- 
tary expenditure. 

Your  committee  have  annexed  to  this 
report,  a  copy  of  the  account  between  the 
public  and  the  company,  containini;  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  particular  items  of 
which  tke  two  sums  of  8,46l,33ll.  and 
6,960,91^1.  are  composed. 

(No.  4.)  Your  committee  cannot,  injus- 
tice to  the  company,  conclude,  this  part  of 
tlieir  report,  without  calling  the  attention 
ofthe  house  to  the  reraonxtrances  made 
against  the  mode  adopted  by  the  committee 
appointed  in  1805  to  take  into  conside* 
ration  the  account  between  the  public  and 
East  India  company,  as  far  as  relates  to 
tiie  expences  incurred  by  the  capture  and 
maintenance  of  Malacca  and  the  Moluc- 
cas, and  the  maintenance  of  Ceylon;  a 
mode  of  decision  by  which  claims  on  the 
part  ofthe  company,  to  no  less  an  amount 
than  1,972,9841.  have  been  set  aside. 

The  argiunents  by  which  these  claims 
were  resisted  and  defended,  and  from 
which  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  adjustment 
In  question  took  pTace,  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix  (No  6.);  and  also  a,  statement 
prepared  by  the  court  of  directors  con* 
nected  with  the  same  subject.  (No.  7.) 

Your  committee,  under  fhe  order  oC 
reference  madclo  them,  have  not  thought 
themselves  antborized  to  make  observa^ 
tions  upon  the  principles  on  which  the 
committee  of  1805  arranged  the  claims  of 
the  company.  ' 

Your  committee  have,  however,  thought 
it  their  duty,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  tlie  case,  to  state  the  amount  of  what 
the  company  maintain  to  be  their  just  and 
unsatisfied  demand. 

Independently  of  the  claim  which  the 
company  hav^preferred  against  the  pnbKCy 
for  expences  incurred  in  carrying  into 
execution  the  orders  which  at  different 
times  have  been  transmitted  to  India^ 
for  expeditionK  against  the  settlements  of 
such  European  powers  as  have  been  en- 
gaged in  war  wuh  tJ:is  country,  and  also 
to  Egypt,  your  committee  observe,  that  ui 
tJie  above  mentioned  petition  various  cir- 
cumstances (ail  of  which  are  connected 
with  that  stutc  of  war  in  Europe,  and  in 
India)  are  represented  as  the  causes  which 
have  produced  the  present  embarrassments 
in  the  Company's  afi'airs,  and  the  groundsr 
on  which  tticy  pray  for  such  relief  as 
Parliament  may  tliink  fit  to  grant. 

It  will  be  evident  from  the  examination 
of  the  several  accounts  contained  in  the 
appendix  to  this  report,  which  exhibit 
a  view  of  the  company's  pecuniary  con* 
ccms  in  England  during  the  last  ten  yeart^ 
when  compared  with  the  estimate  for 
1808-9,  that  the  deficiencies  of  the  last 
and  present  year  b«ve  prv^ff^ed  itojOi 
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casMt  wUdi  bave  been  progretiive  in 
their  operation,  and  that  t£t  state  of 
affun  which  those  accounts  now  exhibit, 
is  to  be  traced  to  a  combination  of  varions 
circomstaDces  connected  with  the  wars  in 
which  the  company  have  been  engaged  in 
India,  as  weU  as  with  the  general  state 
of  warfare  in  which  a  large  portion  of  En- 
rope  has  lor  a  long  period  been  involved. 
Yonr  committee  have  selected  from  the 
annual  accounts  of  the  company's  afiairs 
at  home,  which  have  been,  presented  to 
parliament  during  the  hist  ten  years,  a 
comparative  statement  of  receipts  and 
payments  in  such  articles  as  have  expe- 
rienced, or  admit  of  any  considerable 
variation  in  their  amount.  It  will  appear 
irom  that  account,  that  the  present  defi- 
ciency may  be  ascribed  principally  to  the 
following  causes  :-^ 

1st  To  the  diminished  sale  of  the  com- 
pany's goods;  the  sum  estimated  to  he 
received  from  such  sales  for  the  year 
1808-9  being  1,394,5891.  less  Uian  the  avi- 
rage  of  the  ten  preceding  years ;  «,$00,996l. 
less  than  the  average  of  tne  first  five  years 
of  that  period;  and  588,1 8Jl.  less  than  the 
average  of  the  last  five  years. 

It  would  lead  your  committee  much 
beyond  the  limits  vrithin  which  they  pro- 
pose to  confine  tliis  report,  if  they  were 
to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  all  the 
causes  to  which  the  gradual  decrease  in  tlie 
amount  of  the  company's  sales,  during 
the  last  ten  years,  may  possibly  be  as- 
cribed. It  will  appear,  however,  from  the 
account  of  sales,  during  that  period,  tliat 
in  the  article  of  tea,  which  forms  a  large 
proportion  of  their  whole  trade,  no  diuii- 
Btttion  has  taken  place,  but  that  it  has 
chiefly  occurred  in  the  imports  from  ludia, 
and  particularly  in  tlie  different  dt^Mrip- 
tion  of  piece  goods.  The  increased  con- 
sumption of  cotton  stnifs  manufactured  in 
Britain,  and  the  advafttagrs  derived 
to  neutral  nations  from  tlie  expense  at 
which  the  trade  to  India  must  necessarily 
be  carried  on  during  war,  as  well  as  the 
obstructions  inseparable  from  that  state 
•f  war  which  has  existed  with  i  it  tic  inter- 
mission since  the  renews!  of  tbe  company's 
charter  in  1793,  are  the  cauhcK  to  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  coniiuittee,  the 
diminished  sale  of  Indian  imports  may 
principally  be  attributed. 

jidly.  To  tlie  increai^ed  expense  of 
freight  and  demurrage  of  the  company's 
•hipping,  the  estimated  amount  of  the  same 
for  the,  year  1808-9,  beiug  ^76/^51 1,  more 
than  the  average  of  the  ten  preceding 
years  ;  «76,71«1.  more  than  tJic  average  of 
the  first  Hye  years  of  that  period  ;  and 
S75,790l.  more  than  the  average  of  the 
last  five  yean. 

Whether  the  system  now  pursued  by  tlie 
eompany,  in  the  description  of  vessels 
which  they  have  been  acciutomed  to  em- 
ploy,  i«  t|ic  «ott  ecoAouucal  to  tUrm  or 


the  moat  beaeficial  to  Ifae  eountrf  ,  or  whr- 
tber  it  is  caicnlated  to  withataod  the  eon- 
petition  of  foreign  natkos,  are  points  on 
which  your  committee  are  not  yet  prepared 
to  pronounce  an  opinion ;  bat  which  they 
consider  to  be  of  the  highest  iniportanee, 
as  they  affect  not  only  the  coamerdal 
prosperity  of  the  company,  bat  the  per- 
manent interest  of  the  British  entire,  in 
the  preservation  and  exclusive  enjoyment 
of  a  valuable  portion  of  its  tra^.  in 
estimating  this  charge,  to  which  the  com- 
merce of  the  company  is  exposed,  irom 
the  rate  of  freight,  it  most  be  recoBected 
that  the  means  of  defence,  and  conae^neat 
security  which  the  b\te  and  stmctiire  sf 
their  ships  afiford  to  their  valuable  car|;oes, 
and  to  the  transport  of  troops  and  inihtary 
stores,  must  necessarily  be  included  in  any 
comparison  between  the  present,  and  any 
other  system  whidi  may  be  suggested. 

5dly.  To  the  increased  amount  of  bills 
of  exchange  drawn  on  the  company  m 
England,  from  India  and  Oiina ;  the  esti- 
mated amount  of  vrhich,  for  the  year  1 808-9, 
beini;  7S5,44t8l.  more  than  the  average  ot 
the  ten  preceding  years;  521,9701.  more 
than  the  average  of  the  fint  five  yean  of 
that  period ;  and  nine  hundred  and  twentv- 
eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fbrt>- 
five  pounds  more  than  the  average  of  the 
last  live  years. 

It  is  unquestionably  to  those  heavy  drafts 
from  India  and  China  on  the  companj's 
treasury  at  home,  that  the  largest  portton 
of  the  deficiency  in  their  funds,  duiine  the 
last  and  present  year^mnst  be  ascnbed. 
Your  committee  have  been  informed,  that 
in  consecjuence  of  arrangements  which  the 
(kmrt  ot  Directon  have  adopted^  and  of 
orders  which  they  have  transmitted  to 
Cliina,  the  amount  of  bills  from  thence  is 
not  likely  to  increase,  and  that  in  all  pro- 
bability it  will  fall  considerably  below  the 
average  of  former  \  ea  rs.  Your  committee 
have  not  been  enabled  to  form  any  such 
expectation  witli  regard  to  the  amcont 
of  bills  from  India.  Any  interruption  in 
tlie  tranquillity  of  the  coiupany'slerritorie« 
would  create  increased  demands  on  their 
tnafturv  at  home,  which  can  only  be  ttrf- 
ttmlly.  avoided  by  a  surplus  revenue  in  In- 
dia. '  The  attainment  of  that  object,  either 
by  a  reduction  of  expenditure,  or  by  ad- 
ditional revenue,  or  by  the  operation  ot' 
both  those  causes,  is  indispensable  to  the 
maintenance  on  the  company's  credA  and 
power  in  India ;  and  to  tins  important  sab- 
joct  your  committee  vnW'y  without  delay, 
direct  its  most  serious  attention. 

Your  committee  have  confined  them- 
selves ill  this  report  to  a  statement  of  the 
principal  causes  which  have  produced  the 
present  ddicieiicy .  There  are  othen,  how- 
ever, of  inferior  amount,  whidi  have  con- 
tributed to  augment  it.  T1ie  cbam  of 
payments  to  unlitury  and  tnkrioe  omccn 
retired  Irom  the  service, -has  been  {Ra* 
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^oaDy  increasing  for  several  yenrs,  and 
amounts  now  to  a  sum  much  beyond  the 
calculation  which  was  formed  of  it  when 
the  ty^tein  was  first  established. 

The  addition  to  the  com)'any*s  bonded 
debt  has  also  contributed  to  swell  thcdclicit, 
by  the  incre»sed  charge  for  interest. 

With  the  view  of  euquirinc^  into  1  he  prac- 
ticability of  rctrenciimcnt  in  expenditure, 
your  committee  have  called  for  the  detail 
of  tlie  articles  comprehended  under  the 
head  of  "  charges  general,"  which  in  the 
aggrejB^ate,  amounts  annually  to  a  very  eon- 
aiderable  siun. 

As  far  as  your  committee  have  yet  inves- 
tigated this"  account,  they  have  fuund  no 
reason  to  believe  that  it  is  capable  of  any 
material  reduction,  but  they  propose  »o  go 
into  a  mpre  detailed  exajiiinaiion  of  tae 
particular  articles  of  which  it  confisls. 
And  entertaining  this  intention,  they  for- 
bear, at  present,  laying  before  the  House 
any  thing  more  than  an  abstract  of  the 
account,  and  of  its  principal  subdivisions 
ftr  the  last  three  years,  as  it  has  been  pre- 
pared by  the  Court  of  Directors. 
•  The  company  having  stated  in  their 
petition,  that  they  did  "  not  presume  to 
reaaest  the  intei-position  of  the  House  to 
aid  them  in  their  present  emergency,  with- 
out at  the  same  time  shewing  Iheir  uih|ucs« 
.  tionabic  ability  to  discharge  all  their  pre- 
jent  debts  in  F.ngland,  and  to  repay  what- 
ever the  House  may  in  its  v.isdom  think 
fit  to  assist  them  with  ^  and  having  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  a  statement  in  that 
petition,  by  which  it  appeared  that  a  con- 
siderable balance  would  remaia  to  them 
after  making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
all  their  debts  in  Kngland,  but  exclusive 
of  their  Indian  debt ;  your  committee  felt 
it  their  duty  carefully  to  investigate  that 
part  of  the  subject,  and  they  have  no 
di0lcalty  in  stating  an  opinion,  that  there 
will  remain  assets  in  this  country  to  an 
amount  considerably  beyond  what  the  pre- 
sent exigency  of  the  company's  affairs  ap- 
pears to  demand,  in  security  for  any  ad- 
Tance  totluit  extent  which  Parliament  may 
tlnnk  fit  to  grant. 

Your  Committee  haire  prepared  an  account 
of  the  probable  as^y  of  the  company  on  the 
iBt  of  March,  1809,  in  which  the  amount  of 
debt  due  to  them  by  the  j>ublic,  as  tiie  ba- 
hmce  of  their  account,  is  taken  only  at 
1,M)0,419L  instead  of  2^460,0001.  which 
the  company  claims,  and  m  which  nothing 
Is  allowed  for  their  pronerty  alloat,and  wliich 
will  arrive  in  England  subMfquently  to  that 
period, thongh  alaigc  portion  of  the  charge 
afiectia|(  that  property  will  be  incurred 
and  paid  daring  tiie  current  year.  Esti- 
mating the  amount  in  that  most  unfavour- 
able mode^  there  will  remain  a  balance 
of  2,819,5871.  in  favour  of  the  company. 
If  credit  however  is  given  for  the  value 
of  that  property,  and  the  susb  due  by 
tho  pobbc  is  stated  ^  the  amoiint  dahn- 


ed'by  the  company,  th^  estimated  ba- 
lance in  their  tav(i';r  will  be  9,050,5871. 
,  The  value  of  the  East  India  House  and 
warehouses  has  been  stated  by  the  com* 
pany's  surveyor,  whose  evidence  on  that 
subject  is  inserted  in  the  appendix. 

It  will  be  apparent  to  the  House,  from 
the  examinatiun  of  those  accounts^  that 
the  most  aecnrate  estimate  which  caa  be 
formed  of  such  articles  of  receipt  and  ex- 
peiKtlture  as  are  comprehended  in  them, 
must  be  liable  to  uncertainty  ;.  but  your 
committee  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  that 
every  practicable  degree  of  caution  has 
been  used  in  preparing  them. 

Your  commiuec  iiuve  already  stated, 
that  tiiey  arc  proceeding  upon  the  detailed 
investigation  of  the  various  matters  com* 
prehended  in  the  general  object  of  tneir 
inquir\',  and  which  embrace  the  whole 
of  the  financial  and  commercial,  as  well 
as  poUtical concerns  oi^  the  company.  An 
examination  into  the  civil  and  military  es» 
tablishments  in  India,  will  form  a  mate- 
rial brancii  of  that  inquiry ;  and  your  com* 
ngittee  arc  already  strongly  impressed  with 
tiie  necessity  of  carrying  into  effect  re- 
ductions in  the  amount  ot  those  establish- 
ments to  a  very  considerable  extent.  Your 
committee  arc  happy  to  add,  that  this  ini* 
portani  sut^ecthas  also  engaged  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  of 
tlieir  governments  abroad. 

SECOND  REPORT  from  the  select  Com- 

mi  t  tee  on  the  affaiis  of  the  East  India 

Company. 

Your  committee  propose,  in  this  report, 
to  submit  to  tlae  consideration  of  the  House,  a 
detailed  statement'of  the  ordinary  revenues 
and  charges  of  tlie  Elast  India  eompany's 
territorial  possessions,  and  a  comparison  of 
the  amount  of  tliose  revenues  and  charges  at 
the  last  renewal  of  the  company's  charter 
in  1793,  \%ith  tlieir  present  amount,  accord- 
ing |o  the  latest  advices  which  have  been 
received  from  India, 

On  the  occasion  of  renewing  the  charter 
in  1793,  every  exertion  was  employed  for 
tlie  discovery  of  tlie  e^Ltent  of  the  com- 
pany's resources,  botli  political  and  com- 
mercial, and  calculations  were  made  with 
every  practicable  attention  to  accuracy, 
grounded  upon  tlie  actual  experience  of 
preceding  years,  as  it  regarded  t>oth  receipt 
and  expenditure^ 

II1C  propHety  of  taking  this  as  the  period 
for  the  commencement  of  an  investigation, 
is  still  further  established  bv  the  conside* 
ration  that  the  arrangement  then  made  was 
upon  the  most  extensive  scale,  embraciar 
the  entire  state  of  the  concern  both  abroad 
and  at  home,  and  a  line  was  drawn  for  the 
distribution  of  the  expenditure  in  India^ 
whetherfor  the  expences  of  government,  pr 
the  interest  upon  the  debts.  A  priaciple 
was  als(#  established  for  the  applicatioo  of 
the  tarplasptodece  of^M  rev^ues^  whieb, 
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on  the  ealcnlstioiii  above  adverted  to,  was 
lairly  expcct4rti  to  arise. 

It  was  likewise  prescribed  that  tbe  Cotirt 
of  Directors  of  tbe  -East  India  coippany, 
•boald  annually  lay  before  parliamrnt  dis- 
tinct accounts  of  the  revenncs  and  of  the 
disborsements  in  India,  with  the  amount  of 
the  salei  of  ^oods  and  stores  received  from 
£nr9pe,  the  state  of  their  debts  and  assets, 
toa;ether  with  an  account  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  home  treasury,  and  of  the  debts  and 
assets  in  England. 

The  directions  of  tlie  act  before  referred 
to  have  been  obeyed  on  the  part  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  as  far  as  practicable. 
The  home  accounts  have  been  uniformly 

i>resentod  at  the  prescribed  periotl.  The 
OSS  and  capture  of  some  (/f  tbe  ships  from 
fien^al,  containing  the  most  material  docu- 
ments from  which  the  statements  respect- 
ing the  concern  in  India  are  prepared,  has 
materially  interfered  with  the  repdlarity 
i^hich  would  likewise  have  been  observed 
as  to  their  presentation  in  due  thne ;  those 
of  the  year  1«07-H,  wMch  should  have  been 
upon  the  table  of  the  house  in  the  last  ses- 
sion, having  been  omitted,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  short  abstract  of  the  reveauee  and 
chaises  of  Tndia  for  that  year,  and  the  ac- 
count of  the  debts.     During  tlie  present 

,  session,  the  wliole  mass  of  the  accounts  for 
the  year  1807-8,  properly  belonging  to  tlie 
last  year,  has  been  presented  to  the  house, 
and  those  of  the  year  1808-l>,  within  the 
■tatutoi7  period  ;  but,  owing  to  tlie  loss  of 
the  docinnents  above  adverted  to,  and  from 
the  non-receipt  of  several  statements  from 
Bengal,  neither  the  actual  accounts  of  the 
revenues  and  charges  of  that  presidency 
for  the  years  1807-8,  and  1808-y,  nor  the 
estimsft*^  of  1809-10,  could  be  completely 
ahewh  in  detail  under  the  various  heads, 
according  to  the  plan  in  usual  practice. 

Your  committee  do  not  intend  to  enter 
upon  any  consideration  of  tlie  policy  or  the 
prudence  of  the  financial  arrangeptents  of' 
the  year  1793,  but  merely  to  state  them  in 
their  original  form  and  shape  as  to  figures ; 
nor  is  it  intended,  in  the  examination  of 
the  progress  of  tlieir  operation  from  year 
to  year,  to  make  any  remarks  upon  the  va- 
rious changes  which  will  be  discovered, 
thrther  than  such  as  shall  be  foimd  neces^ 
^ry  to  furnish  explanations  of  the  causes  df 
those  changes. 

The  nature  or  description  of  the  accoimts 
is  finch  as  to  afford,  in  each  year,  a  view  of 
tlie  amount  of  the  revenues  derived  from 

■  the  possessions  in  India,  and  of  every  charge 
Incurred  in  tlie  government  and  defence  of 
them,  with  the  interest  payable  upon  the 
debts.    They  likewise  shew  the  amount  of 

*  those  debtn,  and  of  the  effectiv«  property 

'  of  the  Bast  I^dia  company,   oommoaiy 

'  termed  the  quick  stock. 
•  The  calculations  on  which  the  Randal 
arrangements  Were  made  in  the  Vear  1793, 

(••t'  tite  eommeneement  of  -Ihe  present  char* 
ter  of  the  compaiiy,  have  been  adverted  to* 


It  ia  presmned  to  be  materia]  to  ezaami^ 
at  thb  time,  how  iar  those  cakulatioBS,^ 
though  governed  by  the  actual  expetience 
of  past  years,  and  regulated  by  a  due  atten- 
tion to  existing  circumstances  at  tbe  tine, 
they  were  niade>  have  been  justified  ia  tiK 
result ;.  and  as  that  examination  coald  not 
be  better  porsned  than  by  combtnatioBBy 
as  far  as  practicable  in  one  view,  of  tbe 
resonrses  and  of  the  charges  as  then  estima- 
ted, and  as  by  tiie  actual  accoimts  of  sac- 
ceeding  years,  statements  have  been  draira 
op  accordingly  which  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed. 

Itiese  statements  are  prepared  upon  two 
principles,  via.  the  one,  marked  No.  2, 
shews  the  revenues  and  charges  of  JaSm 
collectively,  with  the  general  resnlt  as  es- 
timated in  the  year  1793,  and  aceordhig  to 
tlie  actual  aocoonts  of  each  anctessive  year, 
from  1793-5  to  1808-9  inclusive,  with  the 
estimate  of  the  year  1809-10.  The  si^ 
plementarv  statements,  marked  Noa.  3,  4, 
.5,  shew  the  revenues  and  cfaargea  of  tbe 
three  presidencies  of  Bengal,  Madras,  aad 
Bombay  respectively.  ThecolomnsofthfM 
several  statements  are  in  eonformity  with 
the  heads  or  items  of  revenue  and  cbai^ 
in  tbe  accounts  laid  before  parliament. 
The  sums  are  taken  from  those  accoants, 
and  arc  converted  into  sterling  money  at 
the  rates  of  exchange  in  usual  praetice,  via. 
at  is.  the  current  rupee,  8s.  the  pagoda, 
and  ?s.  3d. tlie  Bombay  rupee. 

By  this  principle  or  mode  of  statement, 
an  opportunity  is  afforded  of  discoveiing 
the  financial  situation  of  each  of  the  uresi- 
dencics,  as  to  its  proper  income  and  ex- 
penditure, during  the  periods  under  consi- 
deration. 

As  that  mode  of  statement,  thoogh  nse- 
ftil  in  one  point  of  view,  does  not  exactly 
answer  the  purpose  which  is  essential  to  the 
plan  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  conduct  tbe 
present  examination,  from  not  abewmg  at 
one  view  the  company's  ancient  revenues, 
distinguished  from  the  revenues  acquired 
bv  cession  or  conquest,  nor  the  miHtary 
charges  of  India,  it  has  been  thought  fwo- 
pcr  to  prepare  statements  upon  another  prin- 
ciple, by  which  tliese  ends  might  be  ob- 
tained .  ThcM?  statements  are  added  to  the 
appendix.  The  general  statement,  mark- 
eii  No.  6,  shews  the  revenues  and  charges 
tnus  distinguislicd,  and  the  supplemeD- 
tary  statements,  marked  A,  B,  C,  shew 
the  revenues  and  charges  under  the 
various  heads  which  wiU  be  her^aftET 
sUted. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  tiiat  tbe  periods  of 
statement,  and  the  final  general  resnUoa 
both  principl'^  are,  of  coarse,  preciaefy 
the  same  ;  aad  the  component  parts  of  the 
statemcota  taken  fnm  the  sanw  accoonlB, 
with  only  this  difib«aoe,  that  in  lie 
statem^t  marked  No.  6*  wi&  its  snpple- 
menta,  adjustments  have  oeen  made  of  the 
aeveral  heads  of  revemie  and-charge^  In 
order  to  accouuno^te  them  to  the  priaople 
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Oft  wbioh  it  if  proposed  to  proceed  pn  tl|e 
examination  of  them  respectiyely.  The 
results  in  both  statements  are  exelnsive  of 
tiie  conunercial  charges  not  added  to  the 
invoices. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  two  last 
years,  1807-8  and  1808-9,  and  the  estimate 
1809-10,  are  necessarily  incomplete  from 
the  want  of  the  Bengal  accounts,  which 
has  already  been  adverted  to,  as,  from  this 
circiunstancc,  the  separation  of  the  reve- 
nues and  charges  of  the  conquered  districts 
cranpiot  be  made  as  in  former  years ;  but  it 
does  not  affect  the  general  result. 

These  statements,  it  will  be  observed,  ap- 
ply solely  to  the  revenues  and  charges. 
Xhe  property  or  effects,  and  the  debts  of 
the  company  in  India,  are  likewise  objects 
.of  consideration.  Statements  of  them  re- 
spectively from  1792  to  1809,  have  there- 
fore been  prepared. 

It  is  first  proposed  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  the  revenues  and  charges,  as 
shewn  in  the  statement  marked  No.  6,  by 
comparing  the  general  result  estioiated  in  ' 
the  year  1793,  with  that  shewn  by  the  ac- 
tual accouutd  of  the  ^ear  1808-9,  and  the 
detail  of  the  items  with  such  of  the  later 
periods  of  the  statement  as  may  be  most 
sdltaible  to  tiie  affording  the  requisite  ex- 
planations of  the  grounds  of  the  difference 
-which  will  be  found  between  the  two  pe- 
riods. In  most  instances  the  comparison 
vriU  be  i^ade  with  the  actual  accounts  of 
1808-9.  In  those  instances  where  tiiis  is 
not  found  practicable,  the  year  1806-7,  be- 
ing complete,  wiil  be  ^en  as  the  period  of 
comparison. 

The  surplus  revenue  was  esti- 
mated   in  the   year  l793  to 

amount  to /.  1,163,677 

According  to  the  actual  accounts 
of  the  year  1808-9^  there  was 
a  surplus  charge  ot •  •  •  •       <6,042 

By  wliich  a  less  favourable  result 

is  exhibited  in  the  sum  of-  •  •  •  /.  1,189,619 


The  difference  will  be  found  to  have  been 
entirely  occi^sioned  by  the  increase  of 
charge  and  of  interest  on  the  debts,  as  the 
state  of  the  revenues  has  improved  in  a 
most  material  degree :  but  it  is  ])roposed  to 
enter  upon  a  detailed  examination  of  the 
whole,  both  revenue  and  charge,  as  shewn 
in  the  statement  in  which  the  distinction  is 
made  between  ^the  revenues  possessed  ex- 
clusively by  the  company  under  their  an- 
ciently-established rights,  and  those  ac- 
quired under  subsidy,  or  by  cession  or  con- 
quest. 

REVENUES. 
The  first  points  for  consideration  are  the 
revenues  or  the  company's  ancient  pos- 
sessions,, and  the  revenues  of  those  ob- 
tained by  cession  or  conquest.  The  want 
of,  the  Beji|^  accounts^  as  before  advert- 


ed to,  renders  it  necessary  to  make   the 
present  comparison  in  these  instances  with 
the  year  1806-7. 
The  revenues  of  the  ancient  possessions 

were  estimated  in  1793  at. 5,523,6^  > 

la  the  year  1806-7  their  amount 

was 7,794,64S 

being  an  increase  of    •    .    .1.  f, 271, 018 
«  p  ' 

The  revenues  from  subsidies, 
and  from  the  coUeciions  of 
the  ceded  countries,  were 
estunated  in  1793  at      .     .        I,4l4,$q0 

This  bead  including  the  reve- 
nues of  those  ceded  and  con- 
quered since  that  period, 
amounted  in  the  year,  1806-7 
to 4,«45,7«9 


being  an  Increase  of    • 


l.  2,8Sl,5f9 


and  tiie  gross  revenue,  includ- 
ing both  heads,  estimated  in 
1793  at 6,963,6«5 

amounted  in  1806-7    .    .    .    .14,535,739 

being  more  by /.  7,573,114 

The  want  of  the  detail  of  the  Bengal 
accounts  has  not  been  found  to  effect  5ic 
general  result  of  the  year  1808-9.  The 
gross  revenues  of  that  year  being  shewn,  the 
comparison  can  be  made  in  like  manner 
with  that  of  the  result ;  and  it  will  ap- 
pear that,  deducting  the  amount  estimated 
in  the  year,  1793,  viz.  .  .  6,96Sp6'C$ 
trom  the  actual  gross  revenues 

in  the  year  1808-9,  which 

amounted  to 15,525,051 

an  increase  beyond  the  estimate 

is  found  amounting  to  the  — 

sum  of /.  8,561,430 

being  989,316/.  more  than  the  gross  re-< 
venues  of  the  year  1806-7,  before  stated*' 
Of  this  improvement  656,000^.  is  in  the 
Bengal  revenues,  viz.  S7'i,00()L  in  th« 
salt  sales,  114,000Z.  in  the  opium  sales  ; 
but  it  cannot  be  accturately  ascertained 
under  what  heads  the  remainder  was  pnn 
duced.  The  revenues  of  the  Madras  pre- 
sidency were  moce  by  366,000/.  princi- 
pally by  Ibe  collections  of  the  land  reve- 
nue having  been  realized  in  a  larg« 
amount,  as  the  countries  had  recovered 
the  effects  of  a  drought  which  affected 
those  of  tiie  year  180^-7.  The  revenues 
of  Bombay  were  less  by  3^,000/.  prin? 
cipally  in  tiie  customs  and  duties. 

The  detail  of  the  revenues  of  the  com- 
pany's possessions  is  next 'to  be  considered. 
For  this  purpose  it  is  necessary  to  refer 
to  the  supplementary  statement,  marked 
A.  which  shews  in  detail  the  several  items 
or  heads  of  revenue  of  this  descri^UoUy 
collected  under  the  three  presidcAciei  or 
Bengal,  Madras,  and  Bombay. 
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BEV6AL  REVENUES. 
The  rerenaes  of  the  presideiicy 

of  Bengal,  estimaied  in  1793 

to  produce 4,505,000 

moonted  in  the  year  1806-7  to    6,5<)4,738 

being  an  increase  of* 1. 1,801,738 

It  i^  satisfactory  to  observe  that  the 
caution  in  1793,  in  estimating  the  reve- 
nufs,  it  AiUy  established  by  the  actual 
nccounts  of  the  first  year,  and  by  tlie  pro- 
gressive improvements  ufterwards.  'Die 
detail  of  tliem  is  as  follows  : 
Mint  DtTiEt, 

estimated  in  1793  at I     5,800 

amounted  in  the  year  1806-7  to..        19,136 


being  an  increase  off 


J.  16,336 


The  small  revenue  under  tliis  head  does 
not  particularly  require  remark  It  is 
from  its  nature  a  6uctiiatin^  resource,  being 
produced  for  the  most  part  by  duties 
on  coinage  for  individuals,  and  gains  on 
the  coinage  for  Uie  account  of  govcniment. 
Various  alterations  have  taken  place  in 
the  mint  and  assay  offices,  which  will  lie 
noticed  under  the  charges :  and,  notwith- 
standing ^he  increased  receipt  exhibited 
throughout  the  period,  and  the  increase 
now  shewn,  the  charges  have  almost  uni- 
formly exceeded  the  profits.  The  accouuts 
for  the  years  1807-8  and  1808-9  include 
the  mints  of  Pnmickabad  and  Benares, 
which  cannot  be  separated  as  in  former 
years. 

Post  Opficb  Collections. 

estimated  in  1793  at /.  10,200 

arabqnted  in  the  year  1808-9  to  34,aoo 


being  an  increase  of*  • 


/.   2l,C()0 


The  estimate  in  1 793  was  calculated  on 
the  average  of  five  years  actual  collections. 
The  increase  exhibited  on  this  head  may 
partly  ba  imputed  to  the  increase  of  corres- 
pondtnct,  consequent  upon  various  cir- 
cumstances ;  but  It  is  principally  to  be  as- 
cribed to  fegalations  of  the  department  in 
1798  and  1801,  increasing  the  rates  of  post- 
age. It  is  satisfactory  to  observe,  the  re- 
ceipts in  the  year  1808-9  more  than  cover 
the  charges,  which  was  not  the  case  in  the 
year  1793. 

BENARES  REVENUE 

was  estimated  in  1708  at JL.  430,000 

In  the  vears  llK>7-6and  1808  9  it 
is  mended  with  the  Bengal 
land  revenues.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  to  take  the  year 
1806-7  as  the  period  of  com- 
parison. In  that  year  this 
lieadof  revenue  amounted  to.«,.  537^879 


The  estimate  of  1793  is  stated  to  ltfT« 
been  calculated  oo  the  actual  jomma  or 
rent  roll  of  the  province,  which  was  frsn- 
ed  according  to  settlement  made  in  the 
year  1781.  The  management  of  the  reve- 
nues has  undergone  several  changes  since 
that  period  ;  and,  under  the  orders  oC  the 
government,  dated  I  lih  February,  1791,  the 
quartennial  and  decennial  settlements.  Conn- 
ed in  1789-90,  were  confirmed;  but  the 
general  arrangements  in  the  year  179S  tor 
permanently  s  -ttliue  the  rents  of  the  Ben^ 
provinces,  and  esrablifthing  a  new  jiMKcial 
system,  which  wi»l  be  hereafter  noticed, 
were  not  carried  into  eflfiect  in  the  province 
of  Benares  till  the  year  179S,  when,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  special  agreement  with  the 
Raj4h  on  the  24th  Oct-  1794,  regmiatious 
were  passed  on  the  ^th  March,  1795.  under 
which  the  revenue  assessment  was  perma- 
nently fixed  ;  and  the  system  in  practice  in 
Bengal,  both  as  to  collection  of  rerenne 
and  administration  of  justice,  was  estaUisii- 
.  ed  in  Benares,  with  such  modifications  as 
were  found  necessary. 

The  apparent  increase  is  to  be  imputed 
principally  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
whole  of  the  receipts  being  brought  into  the 
collector's  treasury  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, as  will  be  more  particularly  ezplainied 
in  the  observations  upon  the  charges^  A 
considerable  increase  will  likewise  appear 
in  the  amount  of  the  charges.  It  vrill,  Sow- 
ever,  be  found  tliat  an  increase  of  net-reve- 
nue under  this  head  is  derived  by  the  new 
arrangement.  A  further  alteration  has  been 
made  in  the  administration  of  the  provbtce, 
by  placing  it  under  the  managrement  of  local 
commissioners,  and  by  the  abolition  ot  the 
tehfildarry  system  of  collection,  as  vrill  be 
more  particularly  noticed  during  the  exa- 
mination of  the  charges. 

LAND  REVENUES 

were  estimated  in  1793  at L.  Sfi/$5fiOO 

For  the  reasons  suted  under  the 
preceding  head,  the  compari- 
son in  this  instance  must  like- 
wise be  made  with  the  actual 
produce  of  the  year  1806-7, 
which  amounted  to..»... 3^29C.fiM 


Mug  «o  iocreue  of  •*.*•»••*.••*•  L.  107,379 


being  an  increase  of JL..     271,684 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  under  every 
head  of  revenue  the  estimate  of  the  year 
1793  was  framed  with  great  caution,  taking 
in  general  the  actual  experience  of  pre- 
ceding years  as  the  basis  of  the  calculation. 
Under  this  head,  however,  more  particolar 
caution  was  observed,  and  the  sum  estima- 
ted by  the  Bengal  government  for  the 
year  1791-2,  was  taken  as  the  amount  ex- 
pected to  be  derived  in  future.  This  sun 
fell  short  of  the  average  of  the  five  past 
yeart  by  L.  57,000.  The  punctual  reali- 
sation and  improved  produce  of  this  truly 
fanpoTtant  rraoorce  is  lughly  creditaUe  to 
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tht  braneh  of  Hie  govenmieiit  vnder  which 
it  was  administered.  The  estnnate  formed 
in  1793  has  been  exceeded  in  each  year, 
notwithstanding  the  interruptions  which 
have  occasionally  been  experienced  from 
the  vicissitudes  of  seasons ;  in  some  years 
a  superabundance  of  rain,  in  others 
drought  has  occurred,  either  of  which  is 
unfavourable  to  the  country,  and  of  course 
to  the  realization  of  the  land  rents.  The 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  districts  may 
be  assumed  from  the  inspection  of  this 
column  of  the  statement,  particularly  from 
the  year  1799,  1800.  This  position  is  fur- 
ther established  by  the  reflection,  that  the 
collections  have  been  uniformly  made 
under  the  operation  of  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations of  the  revenue  s^-stem,  without  the 
necessity  of  military  interference,  as  some- 
times practised  in  other  parts  of  India. 

The  origin  of  this  system,  which,  in  its 
operation,  has  in  these  provinces  proved  to 
be  beneticial  both  to  the  interests  of  the 
sovereign  and  the  subject,  may /be  traced 
in  a  letter  from  the  Court  of  Directors  to 
the  supreme  government  pf  Bengal,  dated 
tatki  April,  1786,  also  in  the  rules  passed 
on  the  Ibth  September  and  25th  November, 
1789,  and  the  10th  February,  1790,  under 
which  a  decennial  settlement  was  made  of 
the  revenue  to  be  paid  for  the  lands  in 
Bengal,  Babar,  and  Orissa,  and  in  the  al- 
terations passed  on  the  S3d  November,  1791. 
Tliis  settlement  commenced  with  the  vear 
1790-1.  In  the  year  1793  the  whole  of  the 
revenue  code  was  re-enacted  witn  modi- 
fications and  amendments,  and  regulations 
were  passed  accordingly,  when  thejudicial, 
was^  separated  from  the  revenue  adminis- 
tration, and  the  settlement,  originally 
made  for  ten  years,  was  declared  to  be 
permanent  and  unalterable  forever,  subject 
to  the  approbation  of  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, which  approbation  was  given. 

It  may  not  be  necessary  in  this  place  to 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  anv  further 
modifications  of  the  system  by  subsequent 
regulations,  as  they  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  of  a  description  to  affect  the  basis  of 
the  arrangement  as  to  tlie  amount  of  the 
jununa  perpetually  fixed,  but  merely  to 
give  greater  security  for  the  punctual  rea- 
lization of  that  amount,  and,  of  course,  to 
prevent  the  accumulation  of  balances;  re- 
gulation 7,  passed  the. 29th  August,  1799, 
was  of  this  description. 

Upon  a  general  calculation,  the  amount 
of  revenue,  expected  under  the  decennial 
or  permanent  settlement  was  260  lacs  of 
sicea  rupees,  or  L*.  3,106,000*  The  annual 
collections  exceeding  ttwt  snm,  are  prin- 
cipally to  be  attributed  to  the  increased 
amount  of  Syer  and  Abkarry  duties^  to  tlie 
rents  o£  lands  not  included  in  thejumma, 
and  to  other  extraordinary  revenues:  in 
some  instances  to  progressive  rents,  to  in- 
creased rents  on  lands  not  origmaily  settled. 


or  to  resomptions  npon  the  prfnciples  of 
the  regulations.  . 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  observe  that  the 
regulation  7, 1799,  above  adverted  to,  has 
accomplished  tde  purpose  of  its  enactment. 
A  letter  from  the  revenue  department  at 
Bengal,  dated  7th  April,  180;;,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing abstract  of  arrears  or  balances  of 
revenue  at  the  close  of  the  annual  accounts 
of  each  year. 

1798  9  -         -         L.  124,617 

1799,  1800    -        -  96,497 

1800  1  •        .  64,922 

1801-2  -         -  47.784 

1802-6  .        -  35^009 

1803-4  -        .  33,916 

1804-5  -        -  39,209 

1805  6  -         •  220,848 

I8U6.7  .        -  14,575 

and  it   is  remarked,   that  the  balance  of 

1806-7  is  less  than  one-half  per  cent,  on  the 

whole  jununa.  — 

JUDICIAL. 
This  head  of  revenue  is  composed  of  the 
fees  and  fines  levied  in  the  several  Native 
courts  of  justice,  under  regulations  which 
were  passed  in  the  >ear  17  9j,  on  the  intro- 
duction of  thejudicial  system,  which  will 
hcreatler  be  more  particularly  noticed; 
also  of  the  assessments  for  defraying  the 
expence  of  the  police  establishments  under 
that  system^  together  With  the  fines  and  li- 
cences received  by  the  justices  of  the  pcao^ 
at  Calcutta  on  the  sale  and  manufacture  of 
spirituous  liquors ;  likewise  the  fees  on  the 
suits  in  the  court  of  requests  at  Calcutta. 

As  this  head  of  revenue  originated  for 
the  most  part  with  the  new  system  of  ad- 
ministration of  justice,   no  estimate  could 
be  made  of  it  in  the  year  17*»3.    Tire  first 
year  in  which   any  receipt  is  stated,  is 
1793-4,  when  it  amounted  to«  •     /.  i7,712u 
The  year  1806-7  is  the  last  in 
which  the  accounts  of  the 
ancient  po8si'S.«ions  are  kept 
distinct  from  the  other  dis- 
tricts,   llie  amount  realis- 
ed in  tliat  year  will  therefore 
)>e  compared  with  the  above. 
It  was 9«,549 


which  is  an  increase  of.  • 


/.  64,834. 


The  receipt  of  the  year  1793-4  was  prin- 
cipally composed  of  the  amount  realized 
under  regulation  «3,  of  1793,  for  levying 
a  tax  on  the  principal  cities  for  defraying 
the  expence  of  the  police  establishments, 
created  under  regulation  tt  of  the  saii^e 
year ;  a  small  part  of  the  receipt  connisted 
of  fines  on  unlicensed  retailers  of  spiri- 
tuous liquors,  and  fines,  &c.  in  the  naav^e 
courts.  Considerable  variations  will  he 
observed  in  the  different  years  of  tui^ 
column  of  the  ^statement.  They  are  to 
be  attributed  to  the  alterations  winch  have 
been  made  from  time  t^  time  in  the  several 
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branches  from  which  the  resoorre  is  de- 
rived. The  great  increase  in  the  years 
irv«-6  and  1796-7  is  from  the  institntion 
of  fees  in  the  native  courts,  under  rcjsrnla- 
tion  :)\i  of  1795,  and  from  the  jfreater  pro- 
duetivcni*5S  of  the  police  assessments. 

In  the  J  ear  1797  the  rejjulation  «3, 1793, 
respectinif  the  police  tax  notwi  ihstandin? 
its  improvement  in  produce,  was  rescind- 
ed, and  the  tax.  ab(.»lished,  as  difficulties 
liad  arisen  with  re^rd  to  the  mode  of 
assessment ;  and  for  .that  pnr|)ose   the  re- 

Silation,  6,  was  parfsod  on  the  lorh  April. 
y  this  regulation  new  ftcs  on  suits  in  die 
courts  were  institutrd,  in  liru  of  those 
established  under  the  regulation  38, 1795, 
and  a  stamp  dnty  npon  law,  and  other  pa- 
pers and  documents  was  likewise,  cstabhsn- 
ed.  The  leceint  on  tl»c  stamp  duty  will 
Ibe  noticed  under  its  proper  head.  The 
receipt  from  the  year  1797-8  to  1801-2  wH 
accordingly  appear  much  lower  than '  in 
the  two  preceding  years.  In  the  year 
1802-3  an  increase  a  train  appears,  and 
from  that  period  to  1806-7  an  improYement 
in  the  produce  of  this  head  continnes 
to  be  shewn.  This  improvement  appears 
to  have  been  produced  by  the  receipt  on 
licences  from  the  justices  of  the  peace 
Ht  Calcutta  for  the  sale  of  spirituons 
liqnors,  and  by  a  duty  on  spirits  manu- 
lactured  in  the  distilleries  according  to 
the  European  manner,  levied  under  regu- 
lition  2, 1802.  The  courf  of  requests  at 
Calcutta  being  established  on  a  new  prin- 
ciple, under  proclamation  dated  iSth 
Mfarcb,  ISOf ,  by  which  fees  on  suits  in  that 
court  were  instituted,  has  likewise  contri- 
boted  to  the  improvement. 
Customs. 
The  collections  were  estimated 

in  1795,  to  produce  .  .  .  /.  60,000 
The  head  of  customs,  in  the  years 
1807-8  and  1808-9  includes 
the  whole  of  the  collections 
at  the  several  customlionses, 
both  in  Bengal  and  Benares, 
and  the  upper  provinces;  it 
is  therefore  necessary  to 
inmke  the  comparbon  with 
*    the    amount   realised  in    the 

year  1806-7,  which  was    i    ,       324,851 

being  an  increase  of   ....    /.  264,t5l 

The  amoimt  estimated  in  the  year  1795, 
was  governed  by  the  actual  collections  of 
1790-1,  and  die  Bengal  estimate  of  1791  5. 
The  cnst--ms  are  estimated,  in  179S,  at 
a  very  small  amount  compared  with  the 
▼ear*  untecedent  to  the  year  1788-9.  This 
m  to  be  ascribed  to  the  abolition  of  the 
^ovt  rnment  customs  on  the  20tli  June,  1788, 
m  C(>u sequence  of  orders  from  the  secret 
committee,  dated  9d  November,  1787, 
throughout  the  interior  of  the  country ;  and 
to  the  existence  of  cnstom-bonses  at  only 
|wo  «tatioiiS|   Ciilcatt«  and   Maiyee,  at 


tvlridb  plaed  cartais  dttllcs  wefa  CttQetted 
on  Imports  and  eiq>orts. 

This  branch  of  the  resources  was  wdet 
the  direction  of  the  revnme  4tyvtMtatl 
till  the  year  1795,  when  it  was  traniifcTred 
to  the  commercial  departmeot.  Rei^ato- 
tion  4^,  passed  the  Ut  Ma^.  in  tkat  year, 
establislied  the  principle  of  coRectioii  aad 
tlie  rate  of  the  customs  to  be  collected  oa 
imports  and  exports  at  the  two  tben-exntin^ 
cQstom-honses  at  Calcntta  aed  MaDjce. 

On  the  t^d  May,  1795  regalatioo  99^  was 
passed,  under  which  material  alteratioM 
were  made  of  the  part  of  cegoiatioo  4^, 
of  1795,  in  so  far  as  it  applied  to  the  cib- 
toms  and  town  duties  a'  Oilcntta,  aboKib* 
ing  them  and  reviving  the  caversmcMt  cas- 
toms,  .which  liad  been  discoDtinued  oa 
the  90th  June,  17SSy  roakiBg  also  aevcral 
alterations  and  new  provisions  tor  redrpss 
in  case  of  grievances  under  the  operatiao 
of  the  cnstom  laws. 

In  the  year  1797,  by  regnlation  1,  m  Dew- 
duty  of  one  per  cent,  on  all  isqwrts  and 
exports  at  the  town  of  Calcntta  was  m- 
stituted,  for  the  express  pnrpose  of  dcSn^ 
ing  the  expence  of  an  armanent  for  the 
prelection  of  the  Bengal  river.  In  1800 
regnUtion  1 1  was  passeii,  which  superseded 
that  of  1797,  and  established  the  addttiooai 
duty  of  1  per  cent,  upon  other  priDcit>les.  iM 
1801,  by  regnhition  .%  dated  14th  May, 
the  Calcutta  town  duties,  abolished  by 
regulation  39  of  1795,.  were  re-establitbed ; 
and  by  regulations  10  and  11,  6tfa  Aagost, 
some  other  import  duties  were  imposed, 
and  the  government  onstomt  on  inland  iai- 
poits  and  exports,  abolished  in  1788,  were 
revived  at  the  principal  citi^,  aod  the 
custom-house  of  Manjee  withdrawn.  In 
180s;  reguhitionB  l,  6,  and  7  were  passed 
for  the  alteration  of  rates,  and  establisfainfr 
modes  for  the  better  collection  of  the  cos* 
toras.  In  1806,  regnlation  19,  passed  16tli 
October,  modified  the  mle^  under  former 
regulations  respecting  spirits. 

The  extent  of  the  collection  most  of 
course  be  governed  by  the  extent  of  the 
trade  which  is  natnraUy  fluctuating.  The 
increase  of  the  amount  of  the  customs 
exhibited  in  the  column  of  the  statemeat 
is  to  be  attributed  generally  to  the  additional 
duties  estabUshed  under  tlie  several  regula- 
tion*, and  the  great  increase  on  the  corapa- 
risouuow  made  is  to  be  attributed  to  that 
circumstance. 

Salt  Sales 
estimated  m  179S  to  produce         1. 725,000 
amounted  in  the  year  1808-9 

to I,815,8f2 


beuBg  an'increase  of I.  l,090,8fS 

The  average  produce  of  this  article, 
in  the  Ave  years  178#-r  to  1790-1  would 
have  justified  a  m6re  sanguide  estiaMte 
in  l79Sy  but  it  was  thoaght  proper  testate 
the  fiitare  ^xpo^tatioo  pa  tbe  prinoiple 
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sHomed  by  Hie  Bengal  fOwmBent,  gg  llie 
prospect  of  the  year  1791*9,  which  was 
^ti,000l»  below  that  average. 

The  Talae  and  importance  of  the  exchi- 
sive  privilege  with  respect  to  thb  article, 
wfatrh  from  time  immeraorial  bad  been  re- 
served  by  the  miing  power  of  the  country, 
baTC  not  ceased  to  occupy  tiie  attention 
of  successive  governments  from  the  time 
of  the  possession  of  the  dewanny,  altliongh 
the  advantages  resulting  from  it  were  not 
assumed  to  any  considerable  amount  till 
the  year  1781-s. 

A  new  system  of  management  had  been 
adopted  in  1780,  when  it  was  placed  under 
a  comptroller  and  assistants,  which  system 
ceminned  in  operation  till  the  year  179i.The 
most  material  alteration  in  the  interim  was 
the  substitution  of  public  auction  instead  of 
private  contract,^  for  the  disposal  of  the 
calt  for  the  year  1806-7.  The  benefit  de- 
rived by  this  measure,  during  the  six  years 
from  1806-7,  when  its  Ofieration  com- 
menced, to  1791-9,  amounted,  on  an 
average,  to  300,000/.   annually. 

In  the  year  1793  the  salt  office  was 
abolished,  and  tlie  entire  direction  of  tlie 
concerns  of  it  were  transferred  from  the 
revenue  to  the  commercial  department, 
under  which  it  coatinnes  at  this  time.  Tlie 
advantaces  resulting  from  this  arrangement 
are  eoanrmed  by  the  improved  produce 
of  the  resource,  as  exhibited  in  the  state- 
ment. The  sale  in  the  year  1792-3,  the 
year  immediately  preceding  the  tranirfcr, 
exceeded  the  estimate  of  1793,  and  was 
also  more  than  the  average  of  the  five 
precedini;  years  by  67,000/.  It  will  be 
observed  that  in  some  few  years  the  sales 
fell  short  of  the  general  produce  durin» 
the  early  and  latter  periods  in  tlie  account. 
The  defalcation  in  these  instances  is  to  be 
imputed  to  various  circumstances ;  iu  some 
cases  to  the  quantity  sold,  and  to  the 
price,  and  in  others  to  the  increase  of  illi- 
cit trade.  Tlie  regulations  which  have 
been  passed  for  the  security  of  this  reve- 
nue, with  the  laudable  attention  of  the 
salt  agents  in  carrying  thtm  into  effect, 
bave,  however,  opposed  very  salutary 
checks  to  the  latter  circumstance,  wliich, 
with  the  care  of  the  board  of  trade  to  ar- 
range  the  provision  to  meet  tlie  demand^ 
bave  been  the  means  of  carrying  the  amount 
of  the  Mies  to  tlie  extent  shewn  in  the  latter 
years. 

It  should  likewise  have  been  remarked, 
that  an  early  measure  of  the  board  of  trade 
was  to  meliorate  the  situation  *of  the  Mo- 
lunghces,  or  salt  makers,  by  doing  away 
the  arbitrary  sjrstem  of  compulsion  under 
which  they  were  oppressed,  and  by  making 
their  labour  voluntary,  at  the  same  time  in- 
creasing the  amount  of^  their  gain. 

The  lew  calculation  of  the  estimate  of 
the  salt  lales  has  been  adverted  to ;  this, 
of  eourse,  materially  enhances  the  amount 
of  the  difference  an  the  comparison  with 
the  present  produce.    It  might;  perhapsi 


be  considered  «•  a  more  correct  eriterion 
of  the  improvement  of  tins  important  and 
valuable  reaoarce,  if  the  comparison 
were  made  between  the  sales  of  the  year 
1793-4,  the  first  year  of  the  transfer  of 
the  salt  department  to  the  present  system 
of  management  under  the  board  of  trade, 
with  the  year  1 808-9.  In  this  view  the  im- 
provementwill  appear  to  be  52t^,365l.,  and 
is  to  be  attributed  to  the  sale  of  a  larger 
quantity  of  salt  at  an  increased  price. 

The  charges  attending  the  manufactnve^ 
will  be  noticed  under  the  proper  head. 

Opium  Sai;bs, 
Estimated  in  1793  to  produce . .  .  250,000l, 
Amounted  iu  the  year  1808-9  to    .  594,978  , 

Being  an  increase  of SA,978l. 


vThe  produce  of  this  articlf^  as  estimated 
in  the  year  1793,  exceeds  the  average  of 
the  five  preceding  years  by  10,0001.  The 
produce  estimated  by  the  Bengal  go- 
vernment for  Uie  year  1791-^  amonnted  to 
t69fOOO\,  llie  expectation,  as  stated 
above,  may  tlierefore  be  cun.sidered  a  fair 
medium  between  ttte  average,  and  the  Ben- 
gal estimate. 

Tlie  monopoly  in  the  trade  of  opium,  or 
the  cultivation  of  tiie  poppy,  may  be  traced 
at  least  as  far  back  a«  the  commencement  of 
the  Briti.^li  inHuencc  in  Bengal*  The  ad- 
vantaj^es  resulting  from  it  were  for  several 
years  merely  considered  as  a  part  of  the 
emoluments  of  certain  offices  under  the  go«  f 
vemment.'^  In  tlie  year  1773  it  was  taken 
out  of  their  hancki,  and  the  profit  of  the 
trade  assumed  fbr  the  benefit  of  the  govera* 
ment.  The  provision  of  the  article  was  for 
many  yeais  let  out  upon  contract.  The  ' 
opium  concern  continued  under  the  direction 
of  the  board  of  revenue  till  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1793,  when  it  was  transferred  to 
the  board  of  trade,  and  the  regtiUtion  3^^ 
was  passed  on  the  Ist  May  respecting  the 
terms  of  the  contract  for  the  provi^on 
of  opium  in  Bem;al,  Babar,  and  Orissa, 
which  was  extended  for  four  years  from 
1st  September,  1793,  to  1st  August,  1797 ; 
also  respecting  meahures  for  tl.*j  protection 
of  the  cultivators  of  the  poppy  and  for 
preventing  illicit  trade  in  the  article.  On 
the  27th  March,  1795,  the  rei^uiatton  S% 
was  passed  respecting  tlie  contract  for 
the  provision  of  opium  in  the  province  of 
BenarcA  for  four  years,  as  above,  enacting 
the  provisions  of  it  into  a  regulation.  On 
the  expiration  of  the  contract5  in  1797  the 
cultivation  of  opium  wa<t  restricted  to  Ba« 
bar  and  Benares,  and  di^^continued  in  Ben- 
gal ;  the  mode  of  provision  by  ai^ency  waa 
resorted  to,  and  still  continues  in  praetice. 
On  the  11th  July,  ^799,  the  regiilation  6 
was  parsed,  prescribing  **  rule^*  for  the 
guidance  of  all  persons  concern* '1  in  the 
provision  of  opium  on  the  y.<irt  of  go- 
vernment, and  for  preventint^  tae  illicit 
cultivatioQ  of   the  poppy,  and  illicit  im- 
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portmtioii  ^f  •r  traffic  is  •pim."    Under       The  raatiffitiwi  of  the  reveanei  of  tkk 

Hut   Mgolmtion,   which  wu    fortber  mo-  prMidency,  iVoai  the  ntaatiea  lod  drcBBi* 

cUM  in  1B07,  the  coltivatien  of  the  poppy,  stances  of  the  districlB  muter  its  admhiiB* 

except  on  acount  of  ^vermneot,  is  ex-  tration,  has  erer  been  exposed  to  i^reater 

prcssly  prohibited,  but  it  is  left  enthrdy  at  intemiptioa,  and  to  more  contigencMMhaa 

the  option  of  the  ryot,  or  cultivator,  to  those  under   the    presidency  of  Bengal, 

enter  into  engagenieats  on  account  of  go-  The  improreroent  of  them  in  an  increased 

vemment  at  a  seUied  price,  or  to  decline  it  ratio,  as  exhibited  in  the  statement  nuuted 

altogether.  A,  is  therefore  the  more  satisfactory. 

The  opium  trade  is  liable  to  be  afl^ted  In  the  examination  of  the  several  items 

by    many   continceocies,   not   only  from  in  detail,  your  rommittee  will  first  advert 

advene  seasons,  but  by  tite  state  of  the  to  the  Post-Office  collections.    The  esi*!- 

markets  to  the  eastward.    The  superior  ad-  mate  in  1793  did  not  particularly  apecity 

vantages  of  the  Afency  system  appear  from  them.    They  were  estimated  by  the  Ma- 

the  acconnts,  and  tlie  meaxiires  resorted  to  dras  government  to  produce,  in  the  year 

for  securing  the  provision  of  the  dni^  pure  1791-!^,  8,600  ;  bnt  for  the  present  purpose 

and  unadulterated  have  proved  of  essrn-  it  is  proposed  to  take  the  actual  coliections 

tial  seryice.    Of  late  yearic  the  prices  have  in  the  year  179^-3,  as  stated  in  the  aiooount 

been  carried  to  a  great  amount  ;  this  re-  under  examination,  for  comparison  vrith 

source  must,  nevertheless,  be  considered  as  the  present  estimate, 

ibctnating  hi  its  nature,  as  the  inspection  Their  amount  in  that  year  was  •  •      11,449 

of  the  coinmn    of  the  statement  demon-     And  in  the  year  1806-9 16,806 

ftrates  ;  the  difference  between  1807»a  and  ' 

1QU6-9  being  no  less  than  y06,489l.  from     Being  an  increase  of /.  5^7 

the  provision  of  a  .^imaller  quantity,  and  — 

from  the  sale  at  a  much  lower  price  in  the  Hie  increase  on  this  head  does  not  re- 
latter  year.  quire  much  farther  remark,  than  tlmt  the 

The  transfer  of  tlie  manairement  of  tliis  extension  of  tlie  territories  under  the  mtkm- 
article  from  the  revenue  to  the  com-  niHratioiiof  tlie  Madras  presidencv  having 
mereml  department  in  the  year  1793,  Ims  added  to  the  numbers  both  of  civil  ^md  mi- 
been  adverted  to,  aUto  the  change  in  1797  litary  servants,  tJie  rorrespondeace  has 
of  the  mode  of  provbion  by  contract  to  of  coorne  been  greater.  The  poat-officees- 
tbat  of  agency.  As  the  sales  of  the  year  tabtinhnient  imderwent  a  very  partionlar 
1798-9 may  be  considered  tlie  fir6t,m]der  the  revision  by  a  committee  in  1799,  and  the 
operation  "of  the  ni'w  plan,  it  may  not  he  >  rates  of  postage  were  fixed  upon  tnch  a 
improper  to  compare  their  produce  in  that  scale  as  was  thought  equitable.  Oth^  re- 
year  with  that  in  1908-9.  On  tnis  view  irulations  iuvc  since  been  made ;  but,  90t- 
the  improvement  is  :i8l-,674l.  and  is  ahnost  withstauding  the  increased  receipt  now  ex- 
emircly  to  be  ascribed  to  increase  in  liibited,  it  will  bo  found,  that,  from  ^ 
price.  necos^ry  increase  of  the  charges,  which 
.Stamp  Duties.  will  be  noticed  hereafter,'  the  resnitof  the 

The  institution  of  this  tax  did  not  take  postofiice  revenues  in  1808-9  is  more  mi- 
place  till  the  year  1797-8.  It  wtfs  ad-  favourable  than  in  17 9v-o  by  6,ii00l. 
vised  in  tlie  Bengal  rcventke  letter  dated  Sea  an i>  Land  Customs. 
*  Slst  August,  1797,  as  one  of  the  modes  of  The  estimate  in  the  year  1793  of  the  re- 
reimbursement  for  the  abolition  of  the  venues  of  tJiis  presidency  was  formed  vpon 
police  tax,  which  has  already  been  ad-  amoregeneral  principle,  not  so  particularly 
verted  to,  and  the  principle  of  it  is  to  be  distinguishing  the  several  items  as  was  done 
found  in  regulations  6  and  10,  1797.  with  rcKpect  to  Uione  of  the  presidency 
Measures  have  been  subsequently  taken  of  Biti^ful.  This  is  no  impeachment  of 
for  the  im;«  ovement  of  the  resource  the  accuracy  of  the  calculationa  as  to 
under  this  head,  and  rcgidations  have  been  agj^regat*'  produce,  altliough  it  occasions 
passed  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  it  is  »^mv  ditlieulty  in  the  comparison  of  the 
to  these  measures  that  the  gradual  increase  detail.  It  is  tliereforc  thought  proper, 
shewn  in  the  statement  is  to  be  ascribed,  us  with  the  post  office  revenues,  to  take 
The  charges  will  be  noticed  in  their  proper  tlw  atHial  collections  of  the  year  1792-3  for 
place.  comparison  upon  the  present  occasion. 

Maoras  Kkvekues.  Tliey  amounted  in  that  year  to       i.  t2^S00 

The  re\enoc«  of  the  ancient  possessions  and  in  tlie  year  ltt08-f,  to    -        lii,938 

under  the  Madi'as  government  come  next  ■  ■■ 

I  mier  review.  being  an  increase  of    -    -    -        i.  130,638 

In  the  ycttv  1793  they  were  es-  ' 

tiniaird  to  produce 880,0001.  It    has    been    already    remarked    that 

In  the  year  1808-9, tliey  amount-  the  produce  of  the  customs  must  depend 

ed  to 1,291,698  upon  the  extent  of  the  trade.    The  amoaat 

I             >  collected  annually  must  of  coorae  be  fine- 
Bring  nn  increase  of. 411,698L  tuating.     The  gradual  incr«ase  from  the 

■  year  1801^22  is  p^cipally  to  be  unpntcd 
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to  Modifieatidiis  and  amendments  of-  the  had  often  led  to   disappointrtientfi  in  the 

dUtom-honse   laws,   and   to   the  levy  of  coUectioas,  to  the  accumulation  of  balan- 

additional  rates,  under  reieulations  ft>r  the  ces  in  arrear,  and  too  frequently  to  the 

purpose.     In  the  early  periods  of  the  ae-  necessity  of  resort  to  the  military  aotho- 

<Hrant  tlie  general  rate  of  duty  was  2}  per  rity  for  the  purpofic  of  realizing  the  ordi- 

cent.  on  the  several  articles  of  trade.  In  the  nary  land  revenue. 

yearl80l,anadditionof  1  percent.wasor-  In  the  year  1798,  instructions  wer^  is- 
dered  for  defraying;  the  expcnce  of  the  sued  by  the  supreme  government  to  the 
armament  for  the  protection  of  the  trade,  governor  and  council  of  Maditis,  to  report 
and  an  amended  code  of  regulations  was  their  stntiments  as  to  the  introduction  of 
passed  in  the  year  180f ,  which  underwent  the  system  of  revaoue,  and  administration 
furtber  modifications  in  1805.  An  addi-  of  justice  as  practised  in  Bengal  into  the 
tional  duty  upon  beetle  and  tobacco  import-  distncts  under  tlieir  administration.  The 
ed  at  Madras  was  hid  in  1804,  being  for  dc-  board  of  revenue,  to  whom  this  subject 
fraying  the  expence  of  the  corps  of  fen-'  was  referral,  made  a  very  voiamiiions 
cibles  in  the  town  of  Madras.  This  duty  and*  comprehensive  report  upon  it,  dated 
is  temporary,  and  to  cease  six  months  the  2d  September,  1799,  wtiich  was  for- 
after  the  arrival  of  the  intelHuence  of  warded  to  the  supreme  government,  and, 
peadh  witli  the  European  powers.  On  as  they  approved  the  general  principle 
the  9th  September,  lfi()8  refutations  were  recommended  hy  tlie  revenue  board  of  Ma- 
passed  for  levying  a  duty  upon  all  Kpecies  dras,  the  .system  was  directed  to  be  carried 
cf  grain  imported  by  sea  at  Madras,  for  into  effect.  Tliesc  directions  were  conveyed 
transferring  to  the  board  of  trade  the  in  a  dispatcli  of  the  government  of  Bengal 
superintendance  over  the  ofRrers  employ-  of  tlie  :il8t  December,  1799,  and  a  letter 
ed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs  at  tiie  from  the  governor-general  to  tlie  governor 
8ca  portx,  and  for  amending  Hie  regulations  of  Madras  the  atU  January,  1800.  Measures 
of  the  year  1803.  were  taken  accordingly.      The  collectors 

To  the    favourable  operation  of  tliese  were   ordered  to  report   upon    the  5tate 

several    measures  is    to  be  imputed   the  of  thedistticts    under' Uieir  management 

improvement  now  exhibited  in  the  produce  respectively,    aiul  tu  furnish  such  iofor- 

of  this  head  Of  revenue,    wijch   it  must  mation  us  might  l»e  neces^^ary  to  the  esta- 

be  recollected  is  exclusive  of  customs  in  blisliinent  of  a  per|ictnal    assessment   of 

the  ceded  and  conquered  districts.  the  lands. 

L\KD  KbVENUK%,  Fioin  the  state  of  tlie  districts  it   was 
estimated  in  1793  Ht    -    -    -    -  /.  800,000  not  practicHble  to  extend  the  sy.*tein  over 
amounted  in  the  year  1808-9  to  l,o/>7,():^8  the  whole  of  tucni  at  once,  as  in  tlie  Ben- 
— galpiovinces,  but  the  directions  were  car- 
being  an  increase  of  -    -    -    -  /.  'i67,6iiS  ried  into  eftect  as  !*ar  as  local  cii-ciunstauces 
^-.  would  admit,     and    reculfitioiis    for   tlie 

The  average  cjollecttom  of  tlicse  rtve-  future  admmistr^tiou  of  the  revenues  were 

nnes,  on  the  five  years  1790-1,  amounted  enncred  and  published  in  tiie  year  1802, 

to  700,000/.    In  the  estimate  receivt*<l  from  upon   the   same   principles  as  at  fiiengal. 

Madras  for  the  year  1791-2,  the  expectations  The  progress  made  m  these  arrangements 

under  this  head  wc  re  stated  at  960,000/.  is  as  follows :  / 

Tlie  average  above  shewn  was  coasidercd  Guntoor    ------    1801 

too  low  a  calculation  of  Wie -future  ex  pec-  Jauhire     -.--.•     ib02 

tation,    as  the  collections  in  some  of  tlie  Vizauapatam  •  1st  division     iHOt 

years  on  winch  it  was  formed  were  mate-  do    -    -    2d  ^^  3d  do.  -    1803 

rially   affected  by  the  irruptions  of  the  MaHuIipatain 18^3 

enemy  in  the  districts  during  tiie  war,  also  Ganjain    -•...-      isoi     < 
by  an  excessive  drought  in  the  \w^t  year.            Travendaporam  aiul  Jag- 
The  estinnite  1791-tf,  atwve  adverted  to,            hilevilhufesncarCuddaloie    1807 
was  apprehended  to  be   too  sanguine ;  it         If  the  advantat;eH  of  the  system  may  be 
was  therefore  thouglit  most  proper  to  cal-  determined  by  the  regularity  of  the  col- 
cnlate  the  future  receipt,  at  about  the  me-  lections  of  the   rcvenneR,  they  will  be  dc- 
dium  between  the  average  and  the  estimati'.  moiiHtiatcd  by  the  apparently  stealy  and 
The  prtidertce  of  so  doing  has  been  proved  regular   ainui'mt    realized    from  the'  year 
by  the   average  of  the  first  six  years    in  lBUO-1.     Every  exertion  has   been  made 
the    statement,   amounting    to    8.30,000/.  by  the  Madnt^  government  to  ensure  the 
Tlie  unfavourable  or  ratlier  uncertain  sitiia-  productiveucFs  of  this  important  branch 
tion  of  these  districts  as  to  the  realization  of  tlie  rcstmrccs.    The  increase  now  shewn 
of  their    revenues,  compared  witli  those  is  to  be  asciibed  to  tliose  exertions,  and 
nnder  the  Bengal  government,  has  been  also  to   the  assumption  of  the  exclusive 
already  noticed,     ft  had  long  been  con-  privilege  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
sidered  as  very  desirable  to  place  the  whole  salt,  a  right  tu  which  was  reserved,  to  go- 
revenue  administration  upon  a  better  sys-  vcrnment  under  a  regulation  in  180^.    Ke-  < 
teni,  by  which  a  prospect  might  be  enter-  gahition  1  upon  this  occasion  was  enacted 
tained  of  the  removal  of  the  causes  which  on  the    13th    September,  1805|  and,  ui 
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1807,  a  Airtber  regvtalioii  wtt  paawd,  in 

whicli  the  modes  of  managing  thu  conoero 

were  prescribed. 

FARBfs  AND  LrcmcES. 

Aeeording  to  the  aetaal  ac- 
counts of  17923  the  col- 
lection was    -     -    -    -  J.  46,000 

Inl808-9 it aoMunted  to    -  61,599 


being  an  increase  of 


L  13,.'»99 


This  resonrce  is  produced  by  a  consi« 
deration  paid  by  individuals  for  the  exclu- 
sive priviiefiie  of  trading  in  certain  articles 
for  interior  consumption,  as  beetle,  to- 
bacco, &e.  The  increase  is  to  be  attrt- 
boted  generally  to  the  care  of  enforcing 
the  reientations  respecting  them,  and  in 
some  degree  to  the  esttension  of  them  as 
in  the  sale  of  spirits. 

Tlie  revenues  of  the  Dutch  settlements 
being  merely  temporary  do  not  require  re- 
mark, and  particularly  as  an  adju.Htment 
of  them  has  been  made  in  the  accoimt 
between  the  public  and  the  East  India 
company,  ^vins^  credit  for  the  whole, 
cxcep*  the  small  reccijit  from  the  tisliery 
at  Tiitacorin,  in  dimmution  of  the  claim 
brought  against  the  former  for  the  chari;<  s 
of  the  capture  and  maintenance  of  Ceyioa 
and  the  eastern  islands. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  revennes 
included  in  this  column  of  the  statement 
do  not,  in  strict  propriety,  come  within 
the  description  of  the  revenues  of  the  ancient 
possessions,  their  introduction  in  this  place 
IS  because,  beine  principally  derived  from 
islands  conquered  from  the  European  pow- 
ers, itmight  piobably  be  considered  more 
incorrect  to  class  them  with  the  revenues 
dt  territories  reded  by  or  conquered  from 
tlie  native  princes  upon  the  continent  of 
India.  From  the  year  1796-7  to  1801-^ 
the  receipts  comprised  tlie  revenues  of 
Ceylon,  and  of  Malacca  and  the  Moluccas* 
From  December,  1801,  Ceylon  was  t&ken 
nnder  the  immediate  government  of  tJie 
jtown.  The  Moluccas  wire  surrendered 
0  the  Dutch  in  coni«equence  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  and  no  revenue  has  been  derived 
from  Mulacra  since  18*  ^5-6,  The  receipts  in 
1806-7,  and  the  two  following  >ear^,  are 
from  the  pearl  and  chank  fishery  at  Tuta. 
cprin. 


BOMBAY  REVENUES. 

The  revenues  of  the  company *s  ancient 
pouessions  under  the  presidency  of  Bombay 
are  now  to  be  noticed. 
In  1793  they  were  estimated 

'   to  produce L.  140,625 

In  the  year  1S08.9  their  a- 

mount  was 268,468 


f; 


being  an   increase  of     •     .   Ll  27,843 
la   th«  ttatOBcnt   marked  A|  they  art 


shewn  m  tkre*4listina  h^ads,  l4ndret«aat%  • 
cnstomsy  farms  ;uid  licences.  « 

By  the  node  of  drawing  up  the  accounta 
of  tnis  presidency  from  the  year  1788^ 
to  178 1-2,  these  several  branches  noc 
being  separately  .stated,  the  estimate  in  1 793 
was  noi  formed  to  meet  the  detail  of  the 
items  as  stvrwn  ii*  later  years.  The  first 
complete  distinction  of  them  in  the  states 
mcnt  is  in  the  year  1796-7.  The  aggregate 
of  the  revenues  of  that  year  is  X,.  119,493 
«  which  is  less  than  the  e&timated  amouiu  in 
the  year  1793  by  1^21,193 ;  but  ihe  average 
on  the  four  years,  1792-3  to  179^6,  was 
Ln  145,804,  exceeding  the  estimate  in  the 
sum  of  X^.5,179;  from  which  it  is  to  be 
inferred,  that  the  estimate  was  calcolatedqn 
principles  very  nearly  approaching  to  accu- 
racy. 

The  revenues  of  this  presidency,  IWnb 
the  limited  extent  of  the  mstrtcts  origuialiy 
nnder  its  administration,  are  smaU  conir 
pared  with  those  of  the  other  presidenciet. 
An  increase  is  exhibited  in  these  revennes 
from  the  year  1800-1  inclusive,  which  is  to 
be  attributed  to  alterations  occasiooed  by 
a  treaty  with  tlie  Nabob  of  Surat,  dated 
ISth  May,  1800.  Before  that  period  the 
company  were  in  the  receipt  of  a  part  only 
of  the  revenues  of  that  city,  under  thdr 
k>n«r  established  rights  as  governors  of  the 
castle  and  commanders  of  the  fleet  at  SuraL 
By  the  new  treaty  full  powers  are  xiveo  for 
the  management  and  collection'  of  the  re- 
venues of  tiie  cityjnd  its  dependencies,  and 
f^neraily  for  the  whole  government  of  them. 
The  siipulations  in  the  treaty  for  a  pay- 
ment  to  the  Nabob,  and  the  introductioo 
of  judicial  arrangements  will  be  found  to 
have  occasioned  an  addition  to  the  charges. 
On  the  present  occasion  it  is  proposed  to 
examine  tlie  detail  of  the  year  1796-7,  as  a 
conipaiison  witii  thcyear  1808*9. 
In  the  year  1796-7  the  Land  Re- 
venues amounted  to  -  -  -  JLS%7i4 
In  1808-9  to 45,700 

being  an  increase  of    -    -    -    -    X*.  6,976 

Tlie  increase  on  this  head  of  revenue  is 
in  part,  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  addition 
at  Siirat.  Little  furtlur  remark  is  requisite 
than  that  the  proposal  to  extend  to  the 
whole  of  the  territories  under  the  British 
dominion,  as  far  a«  practicable,  the  system 
of  revenue  and  judicial  administration  e&t»- 
bli»(i:ed  in  Hcriral,  has  been  carried  into 
cflifct  at  this  ].>;Nidency.  The  first  mea- 
sures for  tltis  pri;^>08e  were  adopted  in  the 
year  1799.  Kigulations  have  been  en- 
acted and  promulgated  upon  thesame  prin- 
ciple as  at  the  otiicr  prcsidences,  adapting 
the  provisions  to  the  circumstances  to  ifthich 
they  were  applicable. 
The  collection  of  the  customs, 

in  the  year  1796-7  amounted 

t9      .        .    .    ^   .    .    .     .  L.  S2fiBi 
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Inl808-9itWM     ...♦••    137,497 

being  an  increase  of  L>  84,503 

The  increase  is  in  part,  to  be  attributed 
jto  the  levy  of  additional  duties  at  Bombay, 
jmd  in  part  to  the  arrangement  by  the  trea- 
ty with  the  Nabob  of  Surat. 

Farms  and  Licenses. 
Amount  in  1796-7     ,     .     ,     ,     JL.  26,714 
AnuNiiit  in  1808.9 85>271 


being  an  increase  of    .    •    •    «    L.  58,557 

This  reiourceis  derived  from  restrictions 
on  the  sale  of  tobacco,  arrack,  and  other 
articles  for  consumption  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  increase  may  be  ascribed  to  the  at- 
tention of  government  to  render  it  produc- 
tive, and  to  the  arrangement  under  which 
the  whole  of  the  revenues  of  Surat  devolved 
to  the  company. 

SUBSIDlfes  AND  REVENUES  OF  CE- 
DED ANDCONQUERED  NATIONS. 
'The  next  branch  of  these  accounts  to 
which  your  committee  have  directed  tlieir 
attention,  is  the  amount  realized  by  re- 
ceipts from  subsidies  in  consequence  of 
treaties  with  the  native  princes  of  India, 
or  from  the  Revenues  of  territories  con- 
qnered  by  the  British  arms.  They  will  be 
found  to  form  a  considerable  pait  of  the 
resources  of  the  company,  and  it  has  been 
thought  proper  to  exhibit  the  detail  of  the 
whole  ot  them  in  one  distinct  view,  sepa- 
rate from  the  ancient  possessions,  aU 
tlioogh  the  management  fails  under  tlie 
adroinstration  of  diHerent  presidencies. 
This  has  been  done  in  the  supplementary 
nutement,  marked  B. 

With  the  exception  of  the  subsidy  from 
the  Rjgab  of  Travancore,  the  stipulations 
under  the  treaties  wjth  the  several  native 
princes  iii  the  way  of  subsidy,  have,  since 


nents  were  stated  as  follows : 


the  year  1793,  been  coniinated  fbr  cestion 
of  (Ustricts,  the  revenues  of  which  are  re* 
ceived  as  an  eqnivalent  for  the  payment  of 
the  expence  of  the  company's  forces  em- 
ployed for  the  protection  of  their  donunions 
respectively.  Explanations  will  be  given 
in  the  examination  of  the  detail  of  the 
statement  now  adverted  to. 

There^iQw  of  this  statement  wiU  sbevr 
that  the  political  relations  of  the  company 
in  India  have  been  greatly  changed  and  en* 
larged  within  the  period  under  examination. 
The  investifi^tiou  of  the  chargesof  the  In- 
dian government  in  general  is  proposed  t^^be 
taken  up  distinct,/  in  another  part  of  tliis 
report,  and  it  will  then  appear  that  the  in* 
creased  civil  charge  to  be  exiubited  hut 
been  enhanced  in  a  very  considerable  de- 
jrree,  in  consequence  of  cessions  obtained 
under  subsidiary  arrangements,  or  of  ter- 
ritoiies  acquired  by  conquest.  The  e»-' 
amination  of  this  branch  separately  has 
therefore  be«'n  thought  preferable.  But 
before  entering  upon  the  detail,  it  is  proper 
to  iiremise,  that  the  charges  consist  solely 
of  the  expence  attending  the  collection  of 
the  revenues  and  administration  9f  justice^ 
with  the  payments  made  to  tlie  nabobs  or 
princes,  and  tlicir  Oependants;  the  net 
amount  bcjng  supposed  to  be  applicable  ta 
the  dijchar^e  of  such  parts  of  military  ex- 
penccs,  which  may  have  been  incurred  un- 
der the  cogagenK'nts  of  the  treaties,  or  have 
been  produced  by  additional  forces  required 
for  maintaining  the  conquests.  The  esti- 
mate of  17^5  was  formed  soon  after  the 
receipt  of  the  advices  of  the  conclusion  of 
the  Mysore  war  in  1792,  and  the  calcula- 
tions were  mude  under  very  imperfect  in- 
formation of  tJic  real  value  of  the  districts 
obtained  under  tlie  treaty  then  concluded 
with  Tippoo.  ITie  rece'pts  from  Oude,  Ar- 
cot  and  Taiyore,  were  agreeable  to  the 
treaties,  as  wUl  be  hereafter  more  particu- 
larly explained.  According  to  the  estimate, 
the  expectations  from  subsidiary  arrange- 


For  reasons  assigned  in  the  former 
part  of  this  report,  tlie  general 
comparison  of  this  branch  must 
necessarily  be  made  with  tlie  year 
1806-7,  in  which  year  the  amount 
is  stated  at 

bemg  an  increase  of 


Gros«  R^r^fot. 

Charge. 

Net. 

1,440,000 

L. 

.  '?5,800 

jL. 

l,4iV0) 

6,741 .09f 

?,495,.'^67 

4,«45,7fe9 

5,801,096 

2,469,567 

2,831,589 

The  pursuit  of  the  examination  in  detail 
ef  this  statement  will  first  lead  to, 
The  Receipt  from  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
which  was  estimated  in  1793  as  follows : 
Gross    .--•--    JL.530,000 

Charges 35,800 

- 

Net    -    -    -    -    I^504,«00 

The  ceded  district  of  Onde,  be- 
ing under  the  administration  of 
a«   fieogai  presidency,  the 


year  1B06-7  must  oe  taken  us 
the  period  for  comparison.  la 
that  year  the  grotis  revenues 
were    -    .    -    -    jL.1,742,o34 


the  charges      -     511,^55 

and  the  net  revenue     -     l,231,jrf 

exceeding  the  estimate  in  1793, 

In  gross  receipt, 

i.i,n2,53*iinnet  -  .      L.  727,079 
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The  estimate  formed  in  the  year  1793^  is 
stated  td  haye  been  drawn  iuconformitytv-itb 
the  treaty  or  agreement  with  the  Nabob 
of  Oode  in  the  year  17B7,  under  which  a 
ttipnlated  snra  was  to  be  paid  tor  the  em- 
ployment of  a  i|>eeific  numlicr  of  the  com- 
pany's troops  for  tlie  protection  of  the  na- 
bob's dominions,  •  and  providin*;  that  the 
snm  stipuhitedto  be  pnid  sl^idd  be  in- 
creased or  diminished,  acrorciinf?  to  the 
alteration  which  might  be  made  in  the 
Bamber  of  troops  so  employed. 

On  the  <^<)th  March  ^  1797  tlie  nabob 
agreed  to  the  addition  of  b{  lacs  of  rupee* 
per  annnro,  for  an  increased  military  force 
«f  one  regiment  of  European,  and  one  of 
native  cavalr;. 

Thetc  agreements  continued  in  operation 
till  the  end  of  the  year  1797.  The  mcrease 
of  snbsidy,  at\er  that  pt  riod  to  1800-1,  was 
in  conseqncnce  of  a  nt-w  treaty  with  the 
present  reigning  nabob  of  Oiide,  Saudut 
Ally  Khan,  wlio  succeeded  to  the  Mnsnud 
on  the  depvsilion  of  the  nab'b  Vixier  Ally 
the  immediate  successor  of  Asopfa  ul  Dow- 
lah.  This  treaty  was  dated  the  2 1st  Feb- 
ruary, 1798,  to  commence  from  the  *21st 
January.  Ilia  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid 
by  the  nabob  Vizi«»r  was  I..844,lo2  per 
annum,  including  stii>i-nds  and  pensions  to 
be  paid  to  the  Begums,  princes,  &c.  The, 
force  to  be  supphed  by  the  company  ,was' 
never  to  be  less  than  10,000  men,  including 
Europeans,  natives,  cavalry,  and  infaniry ; 
if  it  should  become  necejsary  to  increase 
them  beyond  15,000.  the  iictual  difference 
of  expence  to  be  paid  by  rlie  Nabob;  and 
if  from  any  necessity  reduced  below  »,000 
men,  a  deduction  to  be  made  from  the 
annual  stipend,  equal  to  the  actual  difle- 
rence  below  the  stipulated  number.  Tem- 
porary provisions  were  made  respecting  the 
expence  of  the  repairs  of  fdrt«  and  of  placing 
the  Nabob  Saadut  Ally  upon  the  throne. 
The  political  situation  of  India  requiring  a 
force  exceeding  the  13,  00  men,  as  stipula- 
ted, to  be  stationed  in  Oude  trom  the  year 
J798-9  to  1800-1.  the  rt  cripts  from  the 
Nabob  appear  greater  in  those  years. 

This  treaty  continued  in  operation  till 
the  year  1801,  when  it  was  superseded  by 
another  treaty,  dated  the  lOtii  November, 
onder  which  districts  were  ceded  in  perpe- 
tual sovereignty  to  the  company,  estima- 
ted at  a  jumma  or  annual  gross  rent  of 
-  laicknow  Sicca  rupees  l,35,t3,474,  or 
I*.  1,502,<>5^.  The  dbtricts  were  to  be 
delivered  to  the  company  from  the  trvd 
September,  This  territonal  cession  being 
declared  to  be  in  lien  of  the  subsidy  and 
of  all  expent^es  on  account  of  defensive  en- 
gagementsy  no  demand  is  to  be  made  in  fu- 
ture upon  Uie  Vizier,  either  for  the  expence 
of  the  British  detachments  attached  to  his 
person,  or  on  any  other  accQoht  whatever. 

Tht  financial  eiTect  of  this  alteiTition  in 
ike  engagement  with  the  nabob  of  Onde 


is  shewn  In  the  statement  from  the  year 
1801-9,  by  increased  receipt  and  additional 
charge  for  the  management  of  the  revcnaes 
and  the  administration  of.  justice  in  the 
ceded  districts.  A  iitecedcnt  to  this  p^nod, 
the  cliar«:es  stated  in  the  account  as  dis- 
bursed, were  merely  tliose  of  the  residencea 
at  Luclinow  and  with  Scindia. 

On  the  1  itti  of  July,  180;^,  a  proclamatioo 
wan  issued,  declaring  the  intention  of  the 
government  respecting  tlie  plan  of  settle- 
meat  of  the  landed  revenue  of  the  ceded 
districts,  w  hich,  after  the  trial  of  two  triea- 
nial  settlements,  finally  extended  to  tea 
years,  with  increased  rents  in  each  period, 
upon  principles  detailed  in  the  prochnaa- 
tfon,  and  was  eventually  to  lead,  midcr 
certain  reservations  and  provisions,  to  a 
permanent  settlement.  In  March  IBOS 
a  code  of  laws  was  published  for  the  inter- 
nal government  of  the  districts,  in  a  nrna- 
her  of  regulations  accorfling  to  the  plan  in 
practice  as  to  the  lower  provinces,  defining 
tlie  ptinei pies  both  of  revenue  mana^meat 
and  judicial  administration.  Othe»  have 
been  ^incc  passed,  modifying  and  amend- 
ing tlte  former  regulations  as  occasion  re«> 
quired. 

The  management  of  these  newly-ceded 
districts  was  at  first  committed  to  a  lieu- 
tenant governor  and  three  commi^ioners, 
with  proper  officers  for  the  collection  of 
tlie  revenue  and  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice. In  the  year  1803  the  offices  of  hea- 
tenaut-govemor  and  of  commissioners  were 
abolished,  and  the  superintendancc  was 
committed  to  the  board  ofreveune  at  the 
presidency. 

In  18U7  a  temporary  commission  was 
appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  an  inqoiry, 
preparatory  to  the  completion  of  settlement 
of  the  rents  of  these  districts.  The  reve* 
nne  letter  from  Bengal  of  the  7th  AprH, 
1809,  advises  the  establishment  of  these 
commissioners  as  a  permanent  board 
having  been  determined  upon,  and  that 
their  jurisdiction  was  to  comprehend  the 
whole  of  the  upper  piovinces,  viz.  the  ce- 
ded in  Oude,  the  conquered,  and  the  Be- 
nares district.  The  controni  of  the  boatd 
of  revenue  over  the  collections,  and  of  the 
board  of  trade  over  the  customs,  with  the 
exception  of  Tuttaok,  is  trausfcrred  to 
the  board  of  commissioners. 

The  great  receipt  in  the  year  180$-S, 
arises  from  the  recovery  of  balances  of  the 
revenues  of  the  preceding  year.  The  in- 
creased receipt  from  Onde,  alter  tiie  year 
1800-1 2  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  complete 
alteration  of  the  relations  with  the  nabob 
of  Oude  in,  the  commutation  of  territor^t 
for  subsidy.  iTie  improTement  of  the  Re- 
venue  of  l[lie  districts  since  they  have  been 
under  the  management  of  the  company's 
government,  is  shewir  by^tbe  latter  years  of 
the  statement.  •    - 
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ARCOT. 
Subsist  and  Collections  or  thb  Rb- 

TENUK8  OFTUS  CaRNATIC. 

Tlie  subsidy  was  esthnated  in 

1T93  at L.S60,000 

The  gross  revenues  of  the  lu- 
natic amonnted  in  the  year 
1808-9  to    -  '  -     L,U  16,679 
and  the  charges,  including  the 
payment  of  the  nabob*8  sli&re 
of  ttie  revenues  reserved  un- 
der the  treaty,  at    -    H  4.308 
making  a  net  revenue  oi       -       60f  ,S7l 
which  is  more  than  the  subsidy,     ' 
as  estimated  in  1793,  by  the 
sum  of    ---.--     JL.g4g,37l 
Hie  smn  estimated  in  1?93  was  according 
to  the  stipulations  of  tiie  treaty  concluded 
by  the  marquis  Comwallis  with  the  nabob 
of  Arcot,    dated    I'ith  July^    1798.    By 
those  stipulations,   as    applicable  to  the 
nabob,  he  was  bound  to  the  annual  pay- 
ment of  a  subsidy  amoeoting  to  L,608,442, 
of  which  sum  248,44*21.  was  to  be  applied 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  due  to  his 
private  creditors,   leaving  S(i0,000l.  as  a 
subflidy  to  the  company ;  502,5601.  was  to 
be  paid  by  the  nabob  in-  monthly  kists,  (or 
instalments)  the  remainder  was  to  be  re- 
ceived by  a  transfer  of  the  pesbcush  or 
tribute  payable  by  the  poligars  of  ccrtam 
districts  mentioned  in  the  schedule  of  the 
treaty.  The  subsidy  of  560,0001.  was  stated 
tQ  be  for  the  nabob's  share  of  the  expence 
of  the  company's  military  forces ;  but  in  the 
event  of  occasion  aiisin^  on  ttie  part  of  the 
nabob  for  any  number  of  troops  for  col- 
lection of  his  revenues,  or  support  of  his 
authority,  the  additional  extra  expence  was 
to  be  charged  to  him.    In  the  event  of  the 
kists  payable  to   the  company  falling  in 
arrear,  power  of  assumption  of  certain  dis- 
tricts was  reserved  to  the  company. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  estmiate  of 
1793  was  framed  accordiuj;  to  that  treaty. 
The  receipts  from  Arcot,  m  tbe  statement 
marked  B.,  in  the  year  179t^-8,  differ  from 
thia  estimate,  from  the  revenues  of  tlie 
Camatic  having  been  collected  by  Ihe  com- 
pany for  a  part  of  that  year.  They  were 
assumed,  under  tbe  treaty  of  1787,  during 
the  war  with  Tippoo  then  concluded .  The 
assumed  districts  having  been  delivered 
over  to  tbe  nabob  soon  atter  the  execution 
of  the  treaty  of  179'2,  the  payments  made 
by  liis  highness  from  I7i) .  *  to  1800-1  were 
in  conformity  with  the  ^iipulatjons  of  that 
treaty. 

OntheSlst  July,  1801,  a  new  treaty  was 
concluded  with  the  nabob  of  Aroot,  vest- 
ii^g  the  civil  and  military  government  of 
Ihe  Camatic  in  the  company,  together 
with  the  full  and  exclusive  n^t  to  the 
revenues  thereof  for  ever:  reservuig  to  the 
nabob  the  annoal  payment  of  one  mth  part 
of  the  net  cpllectioos  upon  principles  de* 
fined  in  the  treaty ;  the  company  enga- 
iof  to  apply  the  annual  sun  of  ss48,44ieU 


to  tbe  lianidalion  of  the  nabob*S  registered 
private  debts,  according  to  the  stipulation 
of  tbe  treaty  of  179?,  till  it  should  be  com- 
pleted. The  entire  defence  of  the  Car- 
natic,  and  the  maintenance  of  internal  tn»- 
quiUity  and  police,  were  undertaken  by  the 
company.  The  treaty  to  take  place  froai 
the  1st  July,  1801. 

The   effect    of    this  new  arrangement 
appears  in  the  statement  from  the  yearl  801-2. 

The  gross  receipt  of  the  year  1803*4  was 
the  greatest  realized  since  tlie  cession  of  the 
districts  to  the  company.  It  was  less  in 
1804-.%  but  in  1806-7  a  considerable  defal- 
cation appears.  The  settlements  on  which 
the  collections  of  1803-4  and  1804-5  were 
made,  were  found  too  high  for  the  foUow- 
iu^  years :  but  the  detalcation  in  1806-7  is 
chieny  to  be  ascribed  to  the  severe  drought 
over  almost  the  whole  of^the  Peninsula, 
llie  charges  include  the  payments  to  the 
nabob  for  liis  share,  which  must  vary  with 
the  amount  of  the  revenues,  and  the  ex- 
penses, of  every  description  attending  the 
civil  administration  of  Uie  countries^  which 
have  been  increased  since  1806  by  the  gene- 
ral introduction  of  tlie  judicial  system.  The 
increased  net  receipt  on  the  present  compa- 
rison is  to  t>e  attributed  to  the  change  prtH 
duced  by  the  treaty  of  1801 ;  aud  it  is  to  be 
remarked  that  the  gross  receipt  is  excla- 
sive  of  tlic  sum  set  apart  for  the  liquidation 
of  thie  private  debts  of  the  nabob ;  respect- 
ing which  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the 
sum  of  S4i$,44^1.  which  has  already  been 
adverted  to,  asset  apart  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  those  debts,  in  conformity  with  the 
treaty  of  179^,  was  appropriated  to  that 
purpose,  till  the  whole  amount  of  the  seve- 
ral claifses,  which  had  been  arranged  in 
consequence  of  instructions  to  the  Madras 
government  by  letter  dated  9th  December, 
1784,  in  confonnity  with  the  act  of  the  «4th 
Geo.  3d.  cap.  v:5.  sec.  37.  was  paid  off. 
This  was  accomplished  in  the  year  1804. 
Since  that  period  measures  have  been 
taken  for  tlie  liquidation  of  the  debts  which 
were  nut  included  in  those  classes,  as  well 
as  what  were  afterwards  incurred.  Com- 
missioners have  been  appointed  in  England 
and  at  Madras  forcxaminmg  and  making  up 
the  account,  and  the  aunual  sum  of  Pagodas 
3,40,000,  or  136,0001.  has  been  set  apart  from 
the  revenues  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 
Tan  JOKE  SUBSIDY  and   collection  op 

THB  RETBNUBS. 

The  subsidy  was  estimated  in 

1793  at    .    - I60,0if 

The  gross  collection  of 
the  revennes  amount- 
ed in  the  year  1808-9 

to 431,405 

The  charges  including  the 
*    paymrat  to  the  nyah 

to 139,054 

And  the  net  re? enoe  to    -    •    •    g9g,35t 
Exceeding  tbe  amonnt  > 
of  \he  subsidy  esti-  V  ^.13?,3S1 

iBttedintheyearl793  > 
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TIm  mm  ettioMted  in  I7f  3,  ta  be  pay- 
aU«  under  tbii  bead,  was  according  to  a 
Ifeaty  proposed  to  be  entered  apon  witb 
the  ri^  of  Tanjore  in  the  year  1798.  Tlie 
pMrments  stipulated  to  be  made  by  the 
ruah  to  the  company  for  bis  share  «f  the 
military  expenses,  upon  the  principle  on 
which  the  nabob  of  Arcot  had  agreed  to 
contnbate  towards  those  expenses,  was 
160,0001. ;  14O,00Ol.  as  an  annqal  fobsidv, 
ami  20,0001.  for  the  part  of  bis  former  siib- 
aidy  which  hfid  fallen  in  arrear :  43,7141. 
for  peshcash  or  tribute  to  the  nabob  of 
Arcot^  and  *i4,000l.  for  tiie  liquidation  of 
his  private  debts.  In  the  whole  1^,^9,71  tl. 
Xhe  payment  uf  the  peshcush  was  to  be 
defeired  for  three  \ears,  to  be  afterwards 
recorerable.  Power  was  reserved  for  as- 
aomption  of  tlte  revenues,  in  the  event  of 
failnre  in  the  regular  payment  of  the  kists 
detailed  in  the  tieaty. 

The  war  with  Tippoo  havine  ended  early 
in  the  year  179:^,  it  was  tbouglit  a  very 
proper  season  for  cnterin:;  into  treaties  with 
the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  tlie  rajah  of  Tan- 
jore, more  suited  to  the  abilities  of  their 
respective  countries  than  those  concluded 
with  tliera  in  the  year  1787,  wliich  had 
been  acted  upon  to  this  period.  The  ar- 
cangemeut  with  the  nalmbof  Arcot  has  boeo 
already  stated.  Itnas  expected  that  tJte 
treaty  proposed  to  be  made  viitb  tfie  rajah 
of  Tanjore  woub'.  have  been  exccnted  at 
the  same  time,  ui  '^bich  case  the  manage- 
meet  of  the  revenues  of  his  country,  which 
had  been  assumed  during  the  ^-ar,  in  like 
manner  with  tliose  of  Arcot,  would  also 
have  been  surrendered  to  bira ,  but  a  vari- 
ety of  obstacles  retarded  tlte  conclusion  of 
the  arraoRement,  partly  trom  the  rejection 
at  first  by  the  rajali  of  the  terms  proposed, 
and  partly  from  doubts  having  been  enter- 
tained of  the  propriety  of  entrusting  him, 
at  that  time,  with  the  ("har^^e  and  manage- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  which 
had  been  assumed  as  security  for  tlie  sub- 
sidy. It  was  not  tlierefore  till  tlie  I'jftli 
July,  l'!9S,  that  the  treaty  was  executed, 
and  the  country  surrendered  to  his  manage- 
ment. 

The  efibcts  of  the  above  appear  in  tlie 
receipts  of  tlie  year  179?  3  aud  179J-4,  as 
shewn  in  the  statement,  it  will  likewi^ 
appear  that,  though  the  country  was  surren- 
dered to  the  rajab,  he  did  not  fulfil  the  sti- 
puUted  engagements  of  the  treaty,  but  fell 
short  in  his  payments  in  the  year  1794-5  to 
the  amount  of  dO,OOOl.  Tiiis  failure  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  complete  disorder  into 
which  the  whole  of  the  intemal  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs  had  iallea,  insomnch  as 
to  endamger  the  fiiture  realization  of  either 
the  accruing  damanidt,  or  of  the  existing 
arrears  of  the  former  spbstdy.  It  becaine 
therefore  necetsary  for  the  Madras  -govern- 
iiient  to  avail  itsev  of  the  powers  reserved 
by  the  treaty,  by  aiMuniag  tlie' 


ment  of  tfaa  districts  asugned  as  secmity 
for  the  iuiainMBt  of  the  terms  of  it.  The 
effect  of  this  measure  is  shewn  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  year  1795-6. 

It  u  not  deemed  necessary  in  this  place 
to  state  in  detail  the  deposition  of  the  r^iah, 
the  measures  pursoed  for  pUdiig  the  legal 
heir  upon  the  Mosmid,  or 'the  comraissioti 
appomted  to  investigate  the  state  of  afiain 
in  the  country,  as  it  is  merely  proposed 
to  brine  to  notice  the  leading  circumstances 
which  affected  the  receipt  and  the  ezpendi- 
tore.  It  is  therefore  only  requisite  tore- 
mark  that  the  assumed  districts  remained 
under  the  management  of  the  company^ 
servanU  till  the  year  1799.  On  the  «5ih 
October  of  that  year,  the  rajah,  who  had 
been  called  to  the'^ucccj^on  on  the  opinions 
of  the  most  respectable  pundits  as  to  his 
leeal  right,  entered  into  another  treaty,  in 
wiiich  be  surrendered  the  whole  of  the  re- 
venues of  the  country  to  the  exclusive  ma- 
nagement of  tbe  company,  reserving  to  him- 
self the  annual  payment  of  one  lack  of 
pagodas,  or  40,0001.  and  one-fifth  of  the  net 
revenuesytobecomputed  on  principles  defin- 
ed in  tbe  treaty.  The  revenues  denved  from 
Tanjore  continue  to  be  realized  agreeably  to 
the  terms  of  tliis  treaty,  and  the  internal 
management  of  tlie  districts  has  been  as- 
similated, as  much  as  possible,  both  in  col-  | 
lection  of  revenue  and  administration  of 
justice,  to  tbe  system  in  practice  in  other 
territories  of  the  company. 

The  alteration  which  is  exhibited  on  the 
comparison  with  the  estimate  in  1793,  U  to 
be  attributed  to  the  change  of  circumstances 
as  above  stated. 

Mysore. 

The  net  collections  frcm  these 
districts  were  estimated  in 
1793  to  amount  to  -        -     390/X)9 

The  revenues  realized,  together 
witlt  the  subsidy  from  the  Ra- 
jah in  tbe  year  lijOa-9,  amount- 
ed to       -        -        1,540,228 

Deduct  charges  of^ 
collecting  the  re->     280,302 
venue,  &:c.    -    -> 


ITie  net  receipt  is 


-    l,259,92fi 


Which  exceeds  the  estimate 
made  in  the  year  179:5,  in  the 
sum  of  -        -        -         L.B69y9f6 


This  part  of  the  territories  was  actpired 
by  conquest,  and  the  great  increase  m  the 
net  revenue  i^  to  be  attributed  to  the  oitire 
change  which  has  been  produced  since  the 
year  1795.  The  estimate  formed  at  that 
period  was  calculated  upon  rather  imperfect 
nfonaation  as  to  tbe  real  value  of  the  dis- 
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trieto  devohred  to  the  company  in  conse* 
qiienct  of  the  treaty  of  Serioffap^taiiiy 
eoBcluded- after  tlie  highly  favonraole  issne 
of  the  war,  wliich  lerunnated  in  thecom- 
meneement  of  the  year  1792.  By  that 
treaty  the  Nabob  Tippoo  Saltan  surren- 
dered one  half  of  his  doniinioos.  The 
war  uaving  been  coniiiicted  by  the  nnited 
operations  of  tine  forces  of  the  company, 
the  Nizaiti  and  ti.e  Peishwa,  an  equal  di- 
▼ision  of  the  cop'iJicied  territories  wa« 
made  between  tlie  atiies,  as  specitied  in 
the  hci.eduleh  to  the  treaty. 

'Ihe  Jiinima  or  rent  roll  of  the  com- 
pauv'8  share  wa-  rated  at  cant^rai  paj^odas 
1346,/ 05,  or  4ib,9.;l/.  "Hie  estluadte  in 
179:i  wa^  taken  on  vi.at  was,  at  tht  time, 
coiceived  a  moderate  scale  of  calf matiun, 
being  70,000/.  br«iow  tht-  amount  war- 
ranted by  the  advices  from  India.  The 
inspection  "I*  die  statement  uil.  >liew  tiiat 
during  tilt  fi  -fit  four  years,  17'.«^-.)  to  J 795-6, 
thegross  coJkctions  wcrt  coiw.derubiy  be- 
low the  amoiiut  in  tltt^  Jununa :  on  tiie  ave- 
rage of  the  thr^-c  following  ye;ir8  tliey  ex- 
ceeded tije  Jumma:  but  the  net  prodr.ce 
chirine  Uie  whole  of  this  period,  v'z.  t79-.'-3 
to  1798-9,  ^never  reached  the  sum  esti- 
mated hi  1793.  The  internal  titinquidfty 
of  one  of  the  principal  districts  ha\ing 
frequently  been  disturbed,  must  have  occa- 
sioned f^me  loss  of  revenue. 

The  complete  chaw:'*'  ol*  circumstances, 
-which  h'AH  l>ecn  adverted  to,  was  produced 
by  tliewar  whica  ended  in  the  year  1799, 
in  tlie  death  of  Tippoo,  and  tlic  entire 
conquest  of  ttie  whole,  of  his  dominions. 
The  effect  is  shewn  in  the  statement  from 
the  year  1799-1800.  After  that  event  the 
legitimate  rajah  of  Mysore  was  placed 
upon  his  till  one,  and  a  partition  treaty 
was  concluded :  the  shares  of  torritory 
allotted  to  the  riyah  of  Mysore,  the  com- 
pany, the  Nizam,  and  the  Peinhwa,  are 
shewn  in  distinct  schedules.  The  snrren- 
der  of  the  part  allotted  to  the  Peishwa 
was  subject  to  certain  conditions  on  his 
part,  which  on  his  fdiHng.  to  f.iifil  them, 
was  to  be  made  over  to  the  nizani,  and 
the  company:  two-thirds  to  the  former, 
and  one  third  to  Ihe  latter  The  Peishwa's 
share  was  -  subsequently  divided  iu  that 
proportion. 

Tlie  additional  revenues  which  fell  to 
the  company  in  con^equi  nee  of  this  treaty 
may  be  estimated  as  follows ; 
Share  of  territory    pags.  6,47,641 

Deduct  aliowaiK:es  to  the 

families  of  Hytler  Ally, 

and  Tippoo     -    -     - 


A  separate  treaty  was  con- 
cluded with  the  rajah  of 
Mysore,  stipulating  the 
payment  of  a  subsidy  to 
the  company,  for  the 
defence   of  his   domi- 

Vol.  12. 


2,00,000 
4,47,641 


Dions,  amoanting  to    -  7,00,000 

Total  Fags.  11,47,641 

or  JL.  sterling.    *    -  459,05< 

The    whole    cross  revenue,   as    stated 
in-  the  schedules  of  the  treaties  of   179f 
and  1799,  might  be  estimated  as  follows : 
Treaty  of  1793J    -     -    -  L4$ti,9n 

Treaties  of  1799    -    -     *  459,0d6 


Total    - 


L  897,977 


The  correctness  of  the  accounts  on  which 
the  schedules  to  tlie  tieaties  were  formed 
was  much  doubted.  After  the  capture 
of  Seringapatam  iu  1799  a  very  intelligent 
officer  wds  appointed  to  enter  upon  a  mi- 
nute investigation  of  the  rent  rolls  of  the 
districtH.  Accordin*;  to  hU  report,  the 
rental  of  th  se  acquired  by  the  company 
in  171'9  was  calcidated  at  pagodat*  14,78,698 
or  a91,4'y/.  on  this  principle  tlie  revenue 
obtained  by  the  conquest  might  be  stated 
as  follows : 

Territoiies Z.  591,479 

Deduct  pensions    -    -    -  80,000 


511,479 
/f80,000 

791,479 
438,921 


1,530,400 


60,000 


I.  1,310,000 


^hich  calculation  is  found  to  be  nearly 
\eritied  by  the  actual  accounts  for  the 
year  1800-1,  and  forms  some  proof  of 
the  correctness  of  the  estimate  now  made. 
The  system  of  management  in  practice 
in  the  other  provinces,  as  to  the  collection 
of  rcvenuf  and  administrati  vi  of  justice, 
has  been  introduced,  wherever  practi- 
cable, into  tutse  districts,  and  xhc  charges 
■  comprize  the  expeuae  uttendine  the  same, 
and  tlie  allowances  and  pensions  conse- 
quent upon  the  possession  of  the  country. 

Subsidy  from  the    Nizam,    and  revenues 
of  the  distiicts  ceded  by  bun. 
It  was  not  thought  proper  to  indnde, 
in  the  estimate  of  the  year  1793,  any  suia 

A  a 


Subsidy  from  the  r^jah    • 


Adding  what  wan  estima- 
ted under  the  treaty  of 
1792 

The  whole  amonnt   esti- 
mated to  be  derived 
by   the    conquest    of 
Mysore  might  be  sta- 
ted »t 

To  shew  the  gross  pro- 
duce, add  pensions,  as 
tltey  arc  included  in 
the  charge  in  tlie  state- 
ment   -    -    -    -    -    - 

when  tiie  estimated  total 
gross  revenues  will  be 
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on  ftCfomit  of  tbe  snbiidy  froni  tiie  Nuun, 
•8  nothiog  -was  inserted  upon  this  iccount 
either  in  the  statements  of  the  preceding 
^ears  to  1790-1,  or  in  the  estimates  re- 
ceived from  India  for  the  year  1791-3. 
The  view  of  the  Statement  vrill  shew  a 
change  in  the  relations  with  the  Nizam, 
as  complete  as  what  has  been  exliibited 
in  those  with  the  other  princes. 
'  The  origin  of  any  subsidiary  engagement 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  treaty  of  the 
year  1768,  but  the  more  immediate  cause 
which  led  to  the  first  payment  of  a  sub- 
sidy from  him,  which  appears  in  the  year 
179Sf-3  of  the  statement,  is  to  be  found 
in  a  letter  from  the  governor-general  to 
that  prince,  dated  the  7tb  July,  1789,  in 
which  principles  were  laid  down,  and  af- 
terwards acted  upon,  as  having  the  full  force' 
of  a  treaty.  Those  principles  recognized 
the  stipulations  in  the  treaty  of  1768^  in 
so  far  as  they  were  applicable  to  tlie  for- 
nisfaing  of  a  military  force  by  the  com- 
pany for  the  service  of  the  Nizam,  and  to 
the  subsidiary  payment  in  consequence.  It 
rested  with  his  highness  to  make  application 
for  the  force,  which  was  to  ccnsist  of 
two  battalions  of  Sepoys  of  not  less 
than  800  men  each,  and  six  field-pieces  to 
be  manned  with  the  number  of  Euro- 
peans usual  in  time  of  war,  the  expense 
of  which  vras  to  be  charged  at  no  more 
than  the  exact  ram  such  a  force  would 
cost  when  employed  in  the  field.  The 
force  was  to  march  within  two  months, 
or  sooner  if  possible,  after  being  demand- 
ed. The  diarge  to  commence  from  the 
day  of  enterine  his  territories,  and  to 
cease  from  the  day  of  quittins;  them,  witli 
the  addition  of  one  month  for  defraying 
the  necessary  charges  of  preparing  the 
detaclunent  for  wrvjce. 

In  the  year  1790,  on  the  Nitam's  appli- 
cation for  the  supply  of  this  force,  it  mtis 
ordered  accordingly*  llie  payment  made 
as  a  subsidy,  iu  oonformity  with  this 
treaty  or  agreement,  continued  from  1 792-3 
to  1797-8. 

In  consequence  of  tlie  political  situation 
of  India,  from  the  designs  of  Tippoo  Sul- 
taon  in  concert  with  tie  French,  defen- 
iive  measures  were  thought  necessary.  The 
Nizam  having  expres^d  a  desire  for  an 
increase  of  tlie  detachment  serving  in  his 
dominions,  On  the  1st  September,  1798,  a 
Mw  subsidiary  treaty  was  entered  into 
vrith  him.  The  detachment  was  increased 
to  6,000  S^ys,  with  a  due  proportion 
of  fieId-|Mece6  manned  with  Europeans, 
and  tiie  Mtbsidiary  payment  for  the 
same  was  fixed  at  Arcot  rupees  !e4,l7,t()0 
«r  ^76,«40].  payable  in  silver  of  fiiU  cur- 
rency in  four  equal  installments.  A  provision 
was  made  for  assignment  of  territories,  in 
the  event  of  the  payment  falling  in  arrear. 
The  effect  of  tliis  increase  appears  in  the 
reeeiptooftheyears  1798-9  and  1799-1800. 

Oa  the  isth  Octol^er,  16QD,  a  treaty  of 


p^petnal  and  general  defensive  attantttMi 
concluded  with  the  Nizam,  hi  wbicfe  nnie- 
rial  alterations  were  made  io  the  fimmn' 
tionswith  his  Highness.  Tbelbree  ta  be 
supplied  by  the  company  for  the  fcneral 
defence  and  protection  of  hisdonnnioBa  was 
increased  to  eight  battalions  of  Sepoya, 
or  8000  rank  and  file,  and  two  regioMBti 
of  1000  cavalry,  or  hoise,  with  taar  re- 
quisite complement  of  gniM,  Europe^ 
artillery  men,  bucars  and  pioneers,  ral^ 
equipped  vrith  warlike  stores  and  anium- 
nition,  to  be  stationed  in  perpetnitj  in  hk 
Higfaness's  dominions.  For  the  payment  of 
this  force,  the  territories  acqnired  by  the 
Nizam  under  the  treaty  of  Seringapataa  of 
the  18th  March,  179^,  and  nnder  the  treaty 
of  Mysore  of  the  «2d  June,  1799,  according 
to  the  schedules,  were  ceded  in  perpetnity 
to  the  company,  and  the  revenues  <n  1  ~ 
were  to  be  considered  as  a  full  an  ~ 
plete  satisfaction  of  all  demands 
count  of  the  snbsidiary  force, 
changes  of  territory  for  the  acconmiodatioa 
of  the  respective  boundaries  were  stinu. 
lated  for,  but,  according  to  the  schednlei, 
to  the  treaty,  the  annual  jununa  of  ^ 
ceded  districts  may  be  estimated  at  I^ 
godan  17,58,000,  or  703,^00  gross  revenae. 

From  the  year  1800-1  in  the  statement 
the  effect  of  this  last  arrangement  is  ex- 
hibited. It  vrill  appear  that  the  gross  re- 
ceipt, as  above  estimated,  has  been  ftiBy 
reaiized  in  one  year  only,  viz.  1807-8 ;  it 
is  however  to  be  remarked  that  at  Die  time 
the  districts  were  made  over  to  the  com- 
pany their  internal  situation  was  very 
unpromising,  and  the  inhabitants  were 
much  impoverished.  Considerable  im- 
provements have  been  produced,  and  the 
liopc  may  be  entertained  of  die  original  es- 
timated assessment  being  exceeded. 

The  charges  here  shewn  arc  for  the  ex- 
pense of  management,  and  payments  of 
pensions  to  some  of  the  Nizam*s  officers. 

The  system  in  general  practice  for  the 
collection  of  the  revennes  and  the  admi- 
nistratioa  of  justice  has  been  iatrodaced, 
as  far  as  prattticable,  into  these  districtft. 

The  net  i< venue  is  the  sum  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  the  expence  of  tlie  aah- 
sidiary  force  furnished  under  the  treaty. 

Subsihy  frcm  tus  Rajas  of  Tra- 

VANCORK. 

The  estimate  of  1793  did  not  state  any 
expectation  under  this  head.  Acoording 
to  the  Madras  accoontfi,the  Ri^fah  had  node 
snbsidiary  payments  to  the  company  fron 
the  y-ear  1789-90.  The  omission  is  sup- 
posed to  have  arisen  from  the  circnmstance 
of  the  payments  not  havmg  been  made  an- 
der  permanent  engafements. 

The  war  with  Tippoo,  concinded  in  the 
year  1792,  had  for  iu  first  ostensible  caaie 
the  attack  by  that  prince  on  the  lines  of 
the  Rajah  of  Tfaivancore,  who  was  in  dose 
alliance  vrith  tl^  company.  It  was  there- 
fere  considered  ai|  a  matter  of  justice  that 
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tbe  R^jah  sbmild,  lo  like  manner  with  the 
nabob  of  ^Arcot  and  the  Rsjah  of  Tan- 
Jore,  be  called  upon  to  coutribote,  ac- 
cording to  his  ability,  his  proportion  to- 
wards the  expenses  of  the  war.  Tlie  pro- 
portion was  calculated  at  half  the  amount 
of  ins  net  revenues.  Hie  last  payment,  to 
any  amount,  appears  in  the  statement  to 
liave  been  made  in  179ie-3.  A  }«mall  sum 
was  received  in  1793-4.  After  this  period 
the  settlement  of  accounts  with  tiie  R^ah 
was  transfenned  from  Madras  to  Bombay, 
but,  during  the  three  years  1794-5  to  1796-7, 
nothing  was  received  under  this  head.  In 
the  year  1795  a  permanent  treaty  was  con- 
cluded with  the  Rajah,  subject  to  tlie  rati- 
fication or  approval  ot  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, in  wliich  it  was  stipulated  tiiat  a  snb- 
aidiary  force  should  be  furnished  by  the 
company  for  the  service  of  the  Rfyah,  con- 
aisting  of  three  battalions  of  Sepoys,  one 
company  of  European  artillery,  and  two 
companies  of  Lascars,  for  which  a  sum  was 
lo  be  paid  annually,  equivalent  to  the  ex- 
pense of  the  same. 

No  payment  was  made  under  this  treaty 
till  Ibe  year  1797-8.  From  1798-9  to 
1%06  the  amount  of  this  subsidv,  fixed  at 
42,9141.  has  been  annually  realized  in  the 
way  of  set-olf  in  the  accounts  with  the  Ra- 
jah for  pepper  furnished  bv  him  under  con- 
tract. It  is. to  be  remarked  thatiu  Jannaiy, 
1805,  another  treaty  was  entered  into 
with  the  Rajah,  increasini;  the  subsidiary 
force  by  one  complete  regiment  of  native 
infantry,  and  addiue  to  the  subsidy  to  the 
amount  of  45,1 86,  for  the  expense  of  it; 
but  no  payment  was  made  on  account  of  the 
additions  subsidy,  for  nearly  l^o  years 
aubiequent  to  the  conclusion  ot  the  treaty, 
notwithstanding  the  remission  of  half  of  it 
for  that  period.  In  tlie  year  1608,  throu;>h 
the  intriffues  of  the  Dewau  of  the  Rajali. 
serious  disturbauces  occurred,  and  ended 
in  direct  hostility  against  the  company, 
which  was  happily  subdued  *,  and  tlie  Rajuh 
is  stated  to  have  made  a  comtiderablo  pay- 
ment in  discharge  of  the  arrears  of  subsidy. 

SUBSIOY   FROM    THE  RaJAH    OF  CoCillN. 

No  estimate  was  made  of  any  payment 
under  this  head.  The  only  receipts  from 
the  Riyah  upon  this  account,  were  in  the 
years  1791-S,  and  1792-S. 

The  Rajah  was,  previously  to  1791,  a 
tributary  to  Tippoo  Sultaun.  On  the  ' 
6th  January  of  that  year,  he  threw  off  liis 
allegiance,  and  became  tributary  to  tltc 
company^  and  entered  into  a  treaty  accord- 
iagly,  fixing  liis  yearly  tribute  to  rist?  in 
three  ^ears  from  70,000  to  1,00,000  rupees, 
at  which  It  was  to  continue. 

The  possession  of  Malabar  by  Ihc  com- 
pany after  179^2,  and  the  conquest  of  Cochin 
from  the  Dutch,  having  placed  tlie  situation 
of  the  Ri^ah  upon  another  footing  with  the 
company,  nothing  further  has  been  re- 
•eired  on  the  basia  of  the  above  treaty; 


COLLKCTIONS    PROM    THE  DISTRICTS  CB- 
DEO  BY  THE  GUICOWAR   RaJAH. 

The  political  connection  with  the  Goi- 
cowar  Kajah  (as  exhibited  in  the  statement) 
commenced  in  March,  180^,  when  articles 
of  convention  were  entered  into  with  him, 
in  consequence  of  his  )<aving  solicited  the 
assistance  of  English  troops  m  securing  his 
right  as  le^timate  heir.    This  convention 

Krovidcd,  m  tlie  first  place,  for  tlie  reim- 
ursement  of  the  expence  which  might 
attend  his  re-establi'<hiucQt,  by  a  temporary 
assignment  or  mortgage  of  cei  tain  districts ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  fur  permanently 
subsidizing  about  '2,0(>0  sepoys,  a  company 
of  European  artillery,  and  two  companies 
of  Lascars,  including  the  establishment  of 
stores,  the  whole  expence  of  which  was 
computed  in  es'timate  at  tlie  rate  of  65,000 
rupees  per  month,  or  H7y750  per  an- 
num, for  the  paymeut  of  which,  lands  were 
to  be  afterwards  ceded  t(>  the  coiDpany, 
A  cession  from  the  former  Rajali  waa 
recognized  by  this  convention.  On  tlic  6th 
June  folluwing,  the  war  having  ended  suc- 
cessfully, an  agreement  was  entered  into 
with  thcR^ah  contiimingthe  convention  of 
the  15th  Marcli,  and  making  other  ces- 
sions of  tenitory,  hot  it  was  not  till 
the  «lst  April,  1805,  tliat  the  definitive  trea- 
ty was  conciudfjd,  ou  viliich  the  present 
connection  with  the  Rfgah  is  established.  The 
subsidiary  force  to  be  permanently  station- 
ed in  his  dominions  was  fixed  at  3^  000  native 
infantry,  one  company  of  European  ar- 
tillery, two  companies  of  gnn  Lascars,  with 
necessary  ordinance,  warlike  stores,  and 
ammunition,  for  the  expence  of  which  dis- 
tricts  producing  a  revenue  of  l5l,6tdl.  as 
described  in  a  schedule,  were  ceded  to  thn 
comjiany.  The  former  cesMons  were  also 
confirmed,  and  tlie  districts  were  mort- 
gaged^ tdl  tlie  advances  made  by  the  com- 
pany on  account  of  the  Rajah  shall  be  li- 
quidated. The  effect  of  these  several  ar- 
rangements is  shewn  in  the  statement. 
The  receipts  are  exclusive  of  what  ha^  been 
recovered  of  the  debt  owing  by  the  Rsgah 
to  the  company  ;  the  charges  are  those  of 
management.  Tlie  revenue  and  iudiciaj 
systems  have  been  extended  to  certain  parts 
of  the  soubah  or  pi'o>  ince. 

The  revenues  of  the  districts  acquired 
by  cessiou  and  conquest  from  tlie  Mah- 
rattas,  a«i  shewn  in  the  last  column  of  the 
statement,  aie  now  to  b^  examined. 

Although  a  treaty  ot  offcmive  and  de- 
fensive alliance  subsisted  between  the 
Peishwa  and  the  company  at  the  time  of 
tlie  formation  of  the  ^timate  of  1973, 
no  notice  was  taken  K'f  the  subsidiary  sti- 
pulations of  'Uiat '  treaty^  a»  they  were 
not  of  a  peri^cnt  dfscription.  This 
treaty  was  Uatecl  the  5th  Jyly,  1^90.  It 
was  entered  into  during  the  war  with  Ti[^ 
poo  then  depending,  s<^d  stipuUted-for  the 
employment  of  two  batlalioiif  of  the  cow 
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pany's  forces,  tlie  charpe  of  which  wm 
to  be  defrayed  by  t!»e  Pc  ishwa ;  the  re- 
ceipt in  179?-*^  was  upon  tliii»  account,  and 
that  in  1794-5  was  in  I  he  discharpr  of  tlie 
balance  remaining  due  under  the  treaty. 
The  receipts  in  tlie  year  18().>4  ami  the 
subsequent  years,  were  in  consec^uence  of 
the  acquirement  of  territoiits  tioni  the 
t'eish  wa  under  a  treaty  of  ci  w»ion,  and  from 
Powlut  Row  Sciudia  and  the  rajah  of  Berar 
by  conqucht.  The  ces>ions  by  th«»  I'c  i-h\va 
Were  made  under  the  instinmeut  deno- 
minated the  treaty-  of  Basse  in,  which  was 
eonchided  with  Ins  highness  on  the  3lbt 
December,  180«. 

Unrler  tJiis  treaty  the  company  were  en- 
|;aged  to  furnUh  a  nibsidiary  force  for  tbe 
service  of  tlie  Peishwa,  consisting  of 
6,000  native  infantry,  aud  the  usual  propor- 
tion of  field  nleo'S  and  Kuropeau  artillery- 
'men,  with  the  proper  f^iuipnunt  of  war- 
like stores  and  anmiunition,  to  he  station- 
ed in  perpetuity  in  his  hij?hness.*R  domi- 
liions.  For  the  payment  of  the  expense 
of  this  force  territories  were  ceded,  pro- 
ducing,  according  to  tlic  schedide,  a  ren- 
tal of  1'6 lacks  of  rupees;  reserving  a  pro- 
vision for  an  exchange  if  afterwards  ft#uiid 
neccssarj,  or  for  adtUtional  c«ss'0!i«if  the 
ceded  districts  j^honid  no?,  at^  r  tlit^  expe- 
rience of  three  yearn,  realize  their  com- 
puted value.  Provi.sions  v»ere  likewise 
made  for  mntnal  assistance  in  tlie  event  of 
war,  aud  for  other  cirrumstnnocs. 

On  the  16th  Dfcemher,  lbO:>,  thin  treaty 
nndefwent  a  considerable  moditication^ 
and  an  agreement  or  supplemental  treaiy 
was  conrh:ded,  vhich  is  the  basis  on  which 
the  districts  ceded  by  the  Pei>hwa  pre 
now  held.  Under  tins  agreement  tlir  «i'!.- 
sidiary  force  was  increased  by  the  addition 
of  a  regiment  of  native  CH\alr}' ;  aiul  some 
alteration  Tias  made  in  the  principle  of 
mutual  a^^istance  in  tlu'  event  of  war ; 
a  clianue  of  the  territories  cedetl  under 
the  former  treaty  was  al^o  made.  Disti  irts 
situated  in  the  Carnatic  and  ir.  Giizer«t, 
valued  in  the  schedule  ut  1V»,1«",<'00  nrpees, 
Were  commuted  forteiritory  inHnndl^cnnd 
valued  at  rupees  36,16,0(>0 ;  but  it  is  to 
be  remarked  that,  at  the  tine  of  the  con- 
clusion of  this  treaty,  the  district  of  Bun- 
dlccund  WBs  in  a  disturbed  state,  and  tlic 
necessity  existed  for  the  employment  of 
a  military  force  to  establish  an-  autliurity 
over  the  coimtry  ;  extraordinary  provision 
was  therefore  made  in  the  alove  compu- 
tation of  the  value  of  the  cession  lo  defray 
that  expense. 

Tlic  receipts  fVom  the  Peishwa  arc  en 
land  rents,  customs  and  duties,  partly 
In  Surat,  and  partly  in  the  province  of 
JBundlecund,  the  former  under  tJie  manage- 
ment of  tlie  Bombay  government,  and 
4he  latter  under  that  of  Bengal. 

The  districts  obtained  by  conquest  from 
■PouJut  Kow  Scjfidiah  v^re  first  establif  li- 


ed in  the  possession  of  the  company  tiy 
the  treaty  of  peace  dated  the  .10th  Decem- 
ber, IBoS;  but  a  misanderstanding  bavisg 
aii^en  between  the  parties,  anottier  treaty 
was  entered  into  the  9!^d  November,  1805, 
to  which  supplemental  or  declaratory 
articles  were  annexed.  By  this  treaty 
the  boundaries  of  the  conquered  districta 
are  defined.  These  districts  are  situated 
in  the  Dooab.  and  to  tlie  westward  of  the 
Jumna,  and  are  under  the  management  of 
tlie  Bengal  government,  to  which  is  to  be 
added  Broach  and  its  d<  pendencies,  wUrfi 
is  luider  the  direction  of  the  Bombay  go- 
vernment. 

Tlie  part  acquired  by  conquest  ibr  the 
r^jah  ot  Berar,  Mas  finally  snrrendered  un- 
der tlie  tieaty  of  peace  (latcd  the  17th  De- 
cember, 1803.  It  eouiprises  the  prorincc 
of  Cutlack,  including  the  port  and  di§- 
irict  ot  Hallasoie  aufl  is  a  dependency  onder 
the  Bengal  goveruiuent. 

The  receipts  contain  the  gross  reveiwet 
of  these  several  districts  obtained  from 
the  INiahratt'ds  by  tieaty  or  conquest.  The 
chargts  are  those  of  tlie  management  of 
the  revenues,  and  the  administration  of 
justice,  which  have  been  introduced  npai 
the  system  in  general  practice.  They 
lil-e>vise  include  the  stipends,  allowances 
and  pensions  paid  to  the  royal  family  at 
Delhi  and  their  dependants,  and  to  other 
p(  rsons,  agreeably  to  stipulations  in  the 
tieaties  with  the  Peishwa  and  Scindta. 

'ilie  colkclinns  have  been  made  on  set- 
tlements concluded  from  year  to  year. 
It  beiu4  of  importance  for  the  proper  ad- 
mini!*!  ration  ot  these  districts,  and  the 
more  accurately  ascertaining  their  real 
vaire,  a  local  commission  was  determined 
upon  in  the  year  10O7,  which  has  been  al- 
ready noticed  in  the  revenues  of  Oude,  wat 
in  the  >ear  1809  rendered  permanent,  and 
their  superintendance  extended  to  the  ceded 
disiiicis  of  Oude,  aud  to  the  province  of 

Benares.  

CHARGKS. 
Tlie  charges  of  tlie  administration  of 
the  poverument  of  India  are  nejct  to  be 
examined,  upon  the  same  principle  of 
comparison  as  the  revenues,  and  .such  ex- 
planations will  be  given  as  crrcumstancef 
may  appear  to  prescribe.  The  want  of 
the  detailed  accounts  of  the  Bengal  presi- 
dency, as  already  noticed,  viill  induce 
tite  necessity  of  occasionally  taking  tba 
year  1806-7  as  the  period  of  conipaHsOn, 
upon  a  similar  principle  with  the  revenues. 
The  expenditure  consequent  upon  the 
possession  of  the  ceded  and  conquereddii- 
tncts,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  civil  ad- 
ministration of  them,  and  the  stifmtxted 
and  other  payments  to  the  native  princes 
and  their  dependants,  having  been  ahr«ady 
Investigated,  it  v,i\\  be  necessary  to  make 
an  adjustment  of  the  amoont  so  fB^barsed 
in  the  examination  now  propownl  ta  henade. 
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S3ie  entire  charges  of  the 
gowimmeaX  of  India  were 
estiiDated  in  tlic  year  1793 
at Z.  5,188,125 

Deduct   those  attending   tlie 

subsidies -  -  !;{5,800 

The  net  amount,  as  estimated 

in  1793,  will  then  be    -    -    -     5,162,325 

From  tlie  want  of  detail  of 
certain  accounts  tiie  compa- 
rison must  ne  cessarily  be 
made  with  the  year  1806-7,  in 
which  year  the  total  charge% 
amoanted  to  15,^83,908 

from  which,  deducting 
the  civil  charges  of 
the  ceded  and  con- 
quered districts  -   -  2,495,367 
the  net  amount  will  be  1 2,788,541 

Which  exceeds  tlie  estimate  of 
the  year  1793  in  the  stun  of    -  /.  7,626,216 


But  the  comparison  with  this  period, 
^tlioujB|h  in  some  measure  prescribed  by 
necessity,  from  tlie  want  of  documents  by 
which  the  charges  of  the  ceded  and  con- 

Jjuered  districts  might  be  stated  in  detail 
or  the  ytars  1807  8  and.1808  9»is  not  quite 
correct,  nor  a  fair  criterion  of  the  state  of 
al^rs  «it  the  two  periods,  nor  is  it  in  coin- 
cidence with  4he  view  given'  of  tlie  aggre- 
gate of  the  revenues,  or  of  the  general 
results  as  estimated  in  1793,  and  by  the 
actual  accounts  of  the  year  1808-9.  '  The 
charges  disbursed  in  the  year  1806-7,  were 
l^reatly  enhanced  from  including  arrears 
incurred  during  the  late  war,  and  the  defi- 
cit was  in  consequence  very  large.  The 
charge  in  the  yoar  1 808-9  is  not  a&ctcd  by 
those  circumstances,  and  the  effect  of  niea- 
•ares  of  retrenchment  adopted  by  tlie  Indian 
f^venunents  is  beneficially  experienced. 

The  difi't  rence  between  the  general  re- 
sult of  tibe  year  1806-7,  and  ^t  of  the  year 
18()8-9|  was  not  less  than  3,1*^6,^80/.  ot' 
vhich  sam989,3l6/.was  produced  by  increas- 
ed revenues,  and  2,132,684/.  by  a*  diminu- 
tion of  ttie  charges.  It  would  4iave  been 
Mtisfactory  to  have  found  it  practica!>Ie  to 
.,mak«  an  accurate  adjustment  of  the  charges 
ofl  808-9,  for  the  purpose  of  a  comparison 
with  this  year,  but  as  that  cannot  be  done, 
the  only  coarse  to  be  pursued  i8,  to  supply 
the  deKCt  by  such  general  information  ai 
can  be  derived  from  the  statements.  Com- 
paring the  aggregate  charge,  estimated  in 

the  year  1793  at 6,188,125 

with  that  disbursed  inl806-7, 
amounting  to 15,283,908 

the  increase  would  be    -    -     10,095,783 


and  with  that  disbursed  in 

1308-9,  amounUng  to    -    -  I3,i5l,224 

th^  increase  woold  be    -    -  7,96^,099 

which  ia  less  than  is  shewn  in 

tbe  compansoa  with  1806^7, 

in  the  snm  already  stated  as  _ — — 

diminution  of  cliaz]ge,  viz.  2.2,132,684 


The  increase  of  charges,  on  comparison 
with  the  estimate  of  1793,  excluding  those 
of  the  ceded  and  conquered  countrieji,  has 
been  shewn  to  amount,  in  the  year  1806-7, 
to  7,626,216/.  The  increase,  m  the  com- 
parison with  1808-9,  including  the  charges 
of  those  countries,  has  been  stated  at 
7,963,099/. 

Reasons  have  been  assigned  for  assuming 
the  estimate,  made  in  the  year  1793,  an  the 
basis  of  comparison  with  the  actual  accounts 
of  the  latest  period.  It  must,  nevertheless, 
be  remarked,  that  the  actual  accmmts  of  tlie 
year  1793-4,  might  perhaps  be  considered 
a  more  proper  period  of  comparison  of  the 
expenditure,  as  that  year  was  the  first  of 
the  operation  of  the  important  civil  ar- 
rangements, in  Bengal  already  noticed,  the 
charge  attending  wiiich  is  to  be  examined 
hereafter  in  detail ;  and  as  in  that  year  the 
military  arrangements,  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  had  been  completed,  as  will 
likewise  be  more  particularly  adverted  to. 

The  gross  charge  of  tlie  year  1793-4  was 
6,066,924/.  being  less  Uian  in  1808-9  hy 
7,034,300/.;  of  which  4,182,764  is  in  the 
military  charges,  and  buildings  and  fortifi- 
cations; and  415,671/.  in  increased  civil 
c!iar«es  at  Madras  and  Bombay:  976,303/. 
in  tlie  ceded  and  conquered  countries  under 
the  Bengal  presidency,  as  far'as  can  be 
traced  in  the  accounts ;  860,428/.  in  those 
under  Madras  and  Bombay,  leaving  the 
sum  of  648,799/.  to  be  accounted  for, 
partly  in  the  charges  of  the  ceded  and  con- 
quered districts  under  Bengal,  and  partly 
in  the  increased  civil  expenses  of  that  presi- 
dency, the  detail  of  which  is  wanting. 

Notwithstanding  the  proposition  of  tak- 
ing tlie  year  1793-4  for  the  immediate  pur- 
pose of  coaiparison  with  tlie  charges  by  the 
la«>t  accounts,  it  is  not  intended  to  depart 
from  the  plan  originally  laid  down  in  tfa^s 
report  witli  regard  to  the  estimate  of 
1 793 ;  but  in  the  pursuit  of  the  examination 
of  tbe  detail  of  tlte  various  heads  of  charge, 
the  views  entertained  by  that  estimate  will 
Le  noticed,  and^such  explanatory  remarks 
otiered  rvspcctiog  them,  as  occasion  may 
require. 

In  the  general  statement,  the  charges, 
exclusive  of  those  of  tlie  ceded  and  con- 
quered districts,  are  separated  into  three 
heads:  the  military,  Uie  expense  of  boild- 
inss  and  fortifications,  and  the  civil  charges, 
which  comprize  every  otlier  item  of  fixed 
expenditure,  and  arc  shewn  in  detail  ui  the 
supplcmeiitar>'  statement  marked  C. 

It  is  to  he  remarked  that  the  amount  of 
the  several  heads  of  charge  respectively,  as 
exhibited  in  the  columns  of  the  statement, 
are  taken  from  tlie  columns  of  the  accounts 
laid  before  parliament,  which  shew  the 
sums  actually  disbnrsed  ha  the  year;  conse- 
quently, those  sums  may  not  always  be  con- 
sidered as  the  actual  charge  appertaining  to 
the  year ;  as  it  occasionally  happened  that 
in  some  years,  a  part  of  tlie  charge  became 
in  arrear,  and  fell  upon  the  disbursement 
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of  the  next  year,  by  which  the  charge  of 
one  year  appeared  at  a  less  amoaot,  and 
that*  of  another  %ras  enhanced  in  propor- 
tion. 

MILITARY  CHARGES. 
The  separation  of  the  military  char^,and 
those  of  buildings  and  fortifications,  under 
distinct  heads  or  cdumns,  having  been  no- 
ticed, it  may  not  be  improper  to  ofter  some 
explanation  of  the  reason  of  making  this 
separation,  m  so  far  as  respects  the  muitarv 
charge.  The  army  in  India,  thongh  divid- 
ed  under  t]|e  administration  of  the  three 
presidencies  respectively,  is,  in  its  aggre- 
gate, to  be  considered  as  engaged  for 
Uie  protection  of  the  empire  at  large.  The 
immense  increase,  both  in  numbers  and 
expense,  demands  more  particular  exami- 
nation as  to  the  immediate  causes  of  it ;  and 
it  is  conceived  that  this  examination  can 
best  be  mnde  by  a  combination  of  the  ebdre 
military  charge.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
premi!»ed,  that  the  present  nuraericat  force 
of  the  army  cannot  be  said  to  have  been 
determined  merely  by  the  extent  of  the 
com|>any's  ancient  posseAsions,  but  it  is  go- 
▼emed  likewise  by  ^tvbsidiary  stipnlations, 
under  treaties  with  the  native  princes  of 
India,  and  by  tire  increase  required  in  con- 
sequence of  the  additional  territories  ob- 
tained by  conquest 

When  theestimate  was  framed  in  the  year 
1793,  the  political  state  ot'  India  was  very 
different  to  what  it  was  at  the  latter  periods 
in  the  statement.    The  principle  on  which 
the  caleniations  in  that  estimate  were  made 
was  governed  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
time,  having  in  view  the  establishment  and 
continuance  of  peace.    The  opinion  of  the 
late  marquis  Cornuatlis  was  adverted  to  in 
support  of  those  calculatir.n^  and  the  ex- 
pense incurred  pievious  to  the  war  with 
Tippoo  Snitaun,  then  recently  concluded, 
was  adopted  for  the  general  rule  as  to  the 
estimate   of    Uie    future    prospects.    C>n 
these  several  ground^,  the  military  cliargcs 
were  estimated  in    the  year  1793  at  the 
sum  of    -    -     -    -    «,Ql7,iOO<. 
It  is  found  necessary 
to  the  comparison 
witli  the  cliarpe  of 
the  year  iPt'H-9,to 
add  the    biiildin:;s 
end    fortifications, 
because  the  milita- 
ry buildings  at  Ben- 
gal   in    that    year 
could  not  be  sepa- 
rated.   Add  ther^ 
fore 117,875 


7459,791 


The  actual  military 
charge  in  1808-9 
was,  including  mi- 
litary buildings  at 
Bengal    -    -    -    -7,380,4171. 

Add  remaining  bnild- 


•  3,035,375/. 


iags  and   fortiflcai- 

tioos f79,364 

Increase  beyond  the 

estimate  of  1793    -    -    -    -  £4j6%^t€ 

The  estimate  of  1793  appears  te  licve 
been  calculated  upon  rather  too  low  a  scale 
as  to  the  military  charge? ;  for,  by  the  actaal 
accounts  of  the  year  1792-3,  they  m 
to  a  larger  sum  by  563,0001.  this,  I 
may  be  in  part  imputed  to  the  expense  of 
winding  up  the  war  concluded  ia  1799. 

It  is  proposed  to  take  the  expcnae  of  tlie 
year  1793-4  as  the  most  proper  fbr  coia- 
parison  with  that  of  the  year  1808-9,  for 
the  following  reason.  Although  the  war 
with  France  commenced  in  Enrope  ia  the 
early  part  of  1793,  it  conld  have  oat  little 
effect  upon  the  military  charge  in  India 
during  the  year  1793-4 ;  and,  coa^eqaeady, 
as  peace  had  taken  place  oenerally  ia  fe- 
dia,  and  as  a  small  sum  omy  was  iacladcd 
for  the  arrears  of  the  war,  the  expcase 
might  be  considered  as  not  iar  exceedhig 
that  of  a  peace  establishment. 
The  military  charges  in  the  year 

179.)-4  artoonted  to    -    -    -     9,361^7 

and  the  expense  of  buildings 

and  fortifications  to    -    -    -      115,190 

Total-.    .    -    -    £S,477,0J7 
The   military  charge 
in  1808-9,  including 
military  buildings  at 
Bengal,amonntedto  7,380,4^7 
And    Uitt    remaininp^ 
buildings  and  forti- 
fications to   -    -    •    279,364 
Together    -    - 7,659,791 


Increase  in  1808-9 


4,182,764 


It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  expense 
of  the  buildings  and  fortificatifMis  at  Bengal 
could  not  be  distinctly  stated  for  the  vear 
1808-9.  This  is  to  be  ascribed  to  tfae'cir- 
cnmstance  of  the  militaiy  part  of  tbea 
being  blended  with  the  military  chaiges  ia 
the  abstract  documents  received  froai 
thence.  I1ie  erection  or  repairs  of  auHCary 
buildings  most  be  governed,  ia  a  great 
meaanre,  by  casual  circumstances.  Upoa 
the  present  occahion  it  is  difficult  to  fona 
any  estimate  of  them.  If  the  tuross  expease  ef 
buitdingsaiui  fortifications  at  the  preaideBcy 
of  Bengal  in  1808-9  mi^t  be  computed 
upon  tto  average  of  the  four  years,  1803-4 
to  1806-7,  the  part  relating  to  the  military, 
mifdit  be  stated  at  45,OOo£  This  sum,  ad- 
ded to  the  expence  already  mentioned  for 
buildings,  via.  279,364/.  would  carry  the 
whole  charge  of  the  boildings  and  fwtifica- 
\ions  to  3S4,364(.  consequently  the  increase 
on  that  head,  on  a  comparison  with  the  year 
1793-4,  vfnuld  be  9a9,174i.  But  this  parti- 
cular branch  of  expence  iprill  be  considered 
in  its  proper  place.  The  preaeat  f«inarks 
are  introduced  for  the  purpoae  «f  endca- 
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Touring  to  gire  a  more  distiiict  view  of  the 
increose  io  tbe  military  charge  in  the  ^year 
1808-9<  Dedocting  therefore  tbe  sum  of 
909yl74l,  from  4,182,7642.  the  amount  first 
stated  as  the  increase  combined  with  the 
bnildii^,  the  net  increase  of  military 
diarge,  between  1793-4  and  I8O8-99  will 
then  appear  to  be  3,973,590/. 

From  the  want  of  the  books  from  Bengal, 
there  exists  much  difficulty  in  tiie  way  of 


accounting  for  this  increase  with  satisfac- 
tory precision.  The  first  explanation  01 
the  cause  of  it  might  be  given  firom  the  in- 
crease of  the  numbers  of  the  armies  in 
nearly  an  equal  ratio.  This  will  appear  on 
a  reference  to  a  comparative  abstract  view 
of  the  state  of  the  armies  of  the  three  pre- 
sidencies, which  is  placed  in  the  appendix. 
By  this  abstract,  an  increase  of  effective 
force  in  rank  and  file  is  exhibited  as  follows : 


"» 

1794. 

1808-9. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

E«op*«u.     \^ff\- :  : : 

5,310 
8,190 

20,348 
4/W6 

15,038 

4,164 

Total  Europeans      .    .    ^    .    ^  .    .    . 
Nadves  -• 

13,500 
56,435 

24,874 
129,077 

Net  10,874 
72,642 

— 

Grand  Total -    .    .    - 

69,935 

153,451 

Net  83.516 

But  this  explanation,  although  afibrding 
a  plausible  reason  for  the  additional  charge, 
it  Dy  for  too  general.  It  is  therefore  thought 
necessary  to  enter  upon  a  more  detailed  ex- 
amination of  this  materially  important 
branch  of  the  expenditure.  In  this  process 
it  is  found,  that  the  increased  expence  now 
shewn,  is  not  merely  to  be  imputed  to  the 
increase  of  the  forces  as  to  numbers,  but  is 
likewise  to  be  ascribed  to  an  alteration  in 
the  constitution  or  system  on  which  the 
army  was  formed  in  the  year  1794.  This 
alteration  is  manifest  on  the  face  of  the  ab- 
stract already  referred  to  ;  but,  conceiving 
it  proper  that  more  detailed  information 
upon  this  point  should  be  furnished,  copies 
of  the  abstracts  of  the  military  establish- 
ment books  of  the  three  presidencies  on  the 
30th  April,  1794,  and  the  30th  April,  1807, 
are  added  to  the  appendix.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked, tiiat  the  books  of  the  year  1807 
are  the  faitest  received  ink  complete  series, 
and  although  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
expence  mav  not  exactly  accord  with  the 
amoimt  of  the  military  charges  in  the  year 
1808-9,  the  abstracts  now  produced  will, 
it  is  presumed,  be  usefiil  inaffording  a  gene- 
ral idea  of  the  nature  and  numbers  of  the 
different  corps  of  which  the  Indian  armies 
are  composed,  and  particularly  as  no  alte- 
ration as  to  the  number  of  regiments  is 
luiown  to  have  taken  place  since  that  pe- 
Hod,  except  a»to  those  of  his  majesty. 

It  is  not  reqmsite  upon  this  occasion  to 
enter  at  large  into  the  detail  of  the  alteration 
in  the  military  system  which  has  been  al- 
luded to,  or  of  the  causes  which  led  to  its 
adoption  j  it  may  suffice  to  state,  that,  from 
the  constitution  of  the  army,  the  officers 
were  exposed  to  peculiar  hardships ;  the 
increase  of  territory  had,  at  that  period, 
led  to  the  increase  of  numbers,  with  whicn 
neither  the  gradations  of  rank,  nor  the  pro- 
portion of  officers,  particularly  of  field-ofll- 
cers,  were  m  conformity.  The  highest 
rank  wa>  that  of  cohmely  and  as  promotion 


only  took  place  in  the  line,  the  progress 
was  so  slow  as  to  afford  but  a  distant  and 
discouraging  prospect  of  attaining  it.  No 
provision  existed  for  the  relief  of  any  who, 
from  ill  health,  or  other  circumstances,  found 
it  necessary  to  visit  their  native  country  ; 
nor  for  the  retreat  of  those  who,  after  a 
certain  number  of  years  of  service,  might 
wish  to  retire.  These  several  circumstances 
were  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  and  of  tlie  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  the  Affairs  of  India,  \^ho, 
with  the  assistance  of  tlic  opinions  of  the 
most  respectable  local  authorities,  entered 
upon  a  very  laborious  examination  of  the 
subject,  and  finally  determined  upon  in  en- 
tire new  arrangement  of  the  army.  The 
detail  of  this  arrangement  was  communi- 
cated to  India  by  letters,  dated  January, 
1796.  The  immediate  effects  of  this  mea- 
sure will  appear  in  the  statement,  No.  69  in 
the  appenoix,  which  shews,  upon  a  general 
prinaple,  that  by  tliis  alteration  in  the  esta- 
Dlbhment  of  the  several  corps  of  the  army, 
the  European  infantry,  before  consisting  of 
1!^  battahons,  was  converted  into  six  regi* 
ments ;  the  native  infantry,  consisting  of 
13  briffades,  (each  brigade  containina:  six 
battahons)  being  in  the  whole  78  battalions, 
was  formed  into  i6  regiments  of  two  -bat- 
talions each;  and  that  reforms  were  like- 
wise made  in  the  other  corps  of  the  army. 
By  the  formation  of  the  army  accordhig  to 
this  principle  the  prospect  of  promotion  was 
greatly  enlarged  :  the  rank  of  mi^or-gene- 
ral  vras  instituted  in  thecompab^r's  service^ 
the  number  oC  field-officers  was  increased ; 
and  the  expectation  of  attaining  the  higher 
ranks,  was  rendered  more  encouragiiw,  by 
the  establishment  of  the  principle  of^ pro- 
motion in  regiments  according  to  seniority 
as  follows :  in  the  European  and  native  in- 
fantry, to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel ; 
in  the  native  cavalry,  to  the  rank  of  c^>-, 
tain,  and  afterwards  in  the  line  j  the  promo- 
tion in  the  artiUery  wis  continued  in  senift* 
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rity  in  the  whole  corps,  nccording  to  the 
practice  in  his  majesty's  service ;  liberal 
provision  was  Tikcwis(>  made  for  allowances 
to  a  limited  number  of  officers  on  fiirlongh 
i^  Europe,  and  for  the  event  of  total  retire- 
ment auiT  the  service  of  a  certain  number 
of  years,  A  mo^hlication  of  the  rule  of 
promotion  was  directed  by  letters  to  India, 
dated  m  June  and  July,  1T98,  establishing 
it  generally  to  be  to  the  rank  of  major  in  the 
respective  regiment-s  end  afterwards  by 
seniority  in  the  wliole  corps,  excepting  the 
artill*  ry,  in  which  the  promotion  continued 
by  seniority  in  tJie  corps. 

It  is  obviom,  that  a  change  so  material 
could  not  be  effected  without  ronsidt  ruble 
additional  expence.  Attention  was,  as  far 
as  practicable,  paid  to  economy,  by  reducing 
certain  allowanees ;  but,  according  to  esti- 
mates, "which  were  prepared  with  as  much 
•ccuracv  as  circitmstances  would  admit  of, 
the  additvon  likely  to  be  made  to  the  mili- 
tary charges  could  not  betaken  atale.<^ 
amount  than  400,0001..  including  Uie  allow- 
ances on  furlough  and  retirement. 

It 'as  appeared  that  tlie  leading  object  of 
these  several  arrangements  was  the  satis- 
faction of  the  European  comndssioned  of- 
6cers,  and  to  afford  them  tlie  reiief  which, 
on  prinriples  of  jastice  and  eqrity,  they 
weie  entit'ofl  to  ;  but  the  permanent  mili- 
tary expcnces  were  shorUv  atler  considera- 
bly increased  by  an  attention  equaii>  ne- 
cessary' and  just,  to  the  cases  of  the  lower 
ranks,  both  European  and  native.  As  to 
the  Europeans,  it  is  to  be  observed^  that  it 
is  an  established  general  principle,  that  in 
respect  of  pay  and  allowances  his  majesty's 
,  aoa  the  com pan>'s  forces  are  placed  upon 
an  equal  footing.  In  Uie  year  171>7  an  in- 
crease of  pay  was  granted  to  the  royal 
army  by  his  majesty's  order,  dated  25th 
May  ;  this  grant  extending  to  the  service  in 
India,  the  same  increase  was  given  to  the 
company's  European  soldiers.  An  addition 
was  likewise  made  in  the  year  1801  to  the 
pay  of  the  native  officers  and  Sepoys  at 
Madras  and  Bombay  ;  a  considerable  addi- 
tional expence,  and  of  course  an  increase 
of  the  military  charges,  was  occaj.ioncd  by 
these  grants,  tiom  the  period  at  which  they 
were  respectively  ca/ried  into  effect. 

The  increase  of  numbers,  as  to  rank  and 
file,  between  the  year  1795-4,  and  the  year 
1808-9,  has  been  already  adverted  to,  but 
the  consideration  of  the  expence  of  tl'.e 
army  on  its  present  estabUslmient  will  na- 
turally bring  into  view  the  state  of  it,  ac- 
cordin^r  to  the  regulations  pjissed  in  the 
year  1796,   and  as  it  is  at  present.    The 

frincipat  regular  corps  will  only  be  noticed, 
t  is  proposed  to  shew  the  general  state  of 
tlie  company's  army  according  to  those  re- 
gulations, and  according  to  tnc  returns  of 
the  year  1808. 

1796.— European :  Artillery,  6  battalions 
Infantry  6  regiments. 


Native  :  Cavalry  8  regimentf.  Infantry  ?S 

reguncnts. 
1808.— European  :    Artillery  6  tattaBftM, 

Infantry  3  reiriments. 
Native:  Cavalry  16   regiments,    Infantiy 

59  regiments. 

From  whidi  it  will  appear,  that  tiie  ahera- 
tions  in  the  army  were,  the  European  m- 
fantr>'  less  by  three  regiments  :  the  native 
cavalry  more  by  eight  regiments ;  and  the  na- 
tive infantry  more  by  thirty-three  regimenlB. 

The  annual  expence  of  these  several  ad- 
ditions to  the'  military  force,  is,  of  coune, 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  new  principle  of 
formation  of  the  regiments  in  1796,  and  by  • 
the  increased  pay  to  the  Europeans  and 
Natives,  which,  as  to  the  Europeans,  «as 
still  further  increased  by  a  grant,  in  the 
year  1 807,  made  to  his  majesty's  soldiers  ia 
Europe,  and  generally  extendi  to  thase 
of  his  majesty's  and  the  company's  service 
on  the  Indian  i  >tdblisbment. 

It  may  not  be  necessary  in  this  place  to 
state  in  detail  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
Indian  goveniments  on  the  receipt  of  xat 
orders  of  1796,  or  the  moditications  vvhij^ 
were  afterwards  nijide  by  tlie  conrt  of  di- 
rectors in  the  years  179S  and  1801,  as  !»• 
material  alteration  appears  in  the  ^tJienl 
principle  of  tlu-  arrangements,  except  as 
to  the  operations  of  tiie  orders  of  the  c^nrt 
on  the  rule  ot  regimental  promotion  ^  the 
increase  of  the  streni;th  of  tlie  aiiillery 
to  seven  companies  each  battalion  ;  the  re- 
duction of  three  of  the  European  n'j^imcuts, 
with  the  increase  of  the  numbers  *>f  the 
remaining  three,  and  the  formation  of  the 
Native  cavalry,  ui  regiment^  of  greater 
strenL'th  by  two  troops  each,  with  ti.e  ad- 
dition of  one  cornet  and  thirty  men  to  each 
troop ;  upon  which  occasion  two  of  the 
Madias  reo^imenis  of  cavalry  were  ordeied 
to  be  reduced,  but  which  was  not  fully 
carried  into  effect 

The  e:ieat  addition  to  the  strcnuth  of  the 
army  since  tlie  year  1796,  with  the  imise- 
diate  causes  of  it,  may  be  considered  the 
Chief  object  of  attention,  us  being  tlie 
principal  sources  to  which  tiie  larije  in- 
crease of  tlie  military  expenditure  is  to  be 
attributed.  Adverting  to  the  >Aho>e  of  the 
period  in  tlie  statement,  or  at  least  from 
179.V6,  it  may  be  pronounced  to  have  been 
almost  one  continual  scene  of  war,  or  pre- 
paration for  it,  European  or  Indian.  In 
some  instances  tlie  necessary  measures  of 
defence  led  to  the  raising  of  new  regi- 
ments ;  in  othei-s,  levies  were  required  to 
sr.pply  tlie  place  of  troops  employed  on 
expe^ditions  undertaken  against  the  posses* 
sioiis  of  tlie  enemy.  The  combined  effect 
of  tlie  whole  has  been  ^hewn  to  produce  an 
aclldition  of  king's  regiments,  and  an  in- 
crease in  the  estabifs.^.me'nt  of  tiie  com- 
pany's array  "to  tlie  extent  already  stated. 

Referring  to  the  total  of  the  military 
charges  in  the  statement  marked  No.  6^  it 
will  appear    that  they  progressively   in- 
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eiT8sed  in  amouiit,  first,  from  the  year 
1795-6  to  the  year  1801-^  inclusive,  which 
was  alino<it  entirely  a  period  of  active  war- 
&re.  Cevion,  Malacca,  and  the  Eastern 
Islands  were  conquered ;  which,  with  tlie 
maintenauce  of  (3eylon  to  December, 
1801,  and  of  the  oth(*r  conquests  till  the 
year  1801-2,  added  considerably  to  the  ex- 
pen*  e  in  each  yfar.  Mhnr  that  period, 
the  military  cuars^e  in  this  instance  is  in- 
cluded nnder  the  head  of  Dutch  "^ettle^ 
menis.  An  fxpedition  was  prepared  upon 
a  large  scale  to  proceed  affanist  Manilla: 
though  qitimatcly  abandrm4«ir  occasioned 
a  considerable  addition  to  the  expences  of 
1797-8.  The  expeditinn  to  Egypt  ft^l  upon 
the  charges  from  the  year  i71'8-y  to  1801-2, 
and  in  a  small  degree  upon  im)  -3,  Upon 
the  Peninsula,  the  French  and  Butch  set- 
tlements were  c-tpture^  immediately  after 
the  commencement  of  the  war  with  those 
powers;  but  the  most  material  addition  to 
the  military  expenpes  upon  the  continent 
of  India,  between  tiie  years  17t'6-7  and 
180«-3,  was  occasioned  by  the  concert 
which  existed  between  tiie  French,  Ze- 
maun  Shah,  and  Tippoo  Sultann,  from 
whence  arose  the  apprehension  of  invasion 
by  Zemaun  Shah  on  ihe  nortli-west  fron- 
tier of  Bengal,  and  the  war  with  Tippoo 
Sultaun,  which  ended  in  1799.  The  neces- 
sary const-qutnce  of  these  circumstances 
was  an  increase  of  the  armies  of  BengiU 
and  Madras,  and  an  enhancement  of  the 
military  charj^cs  of  all  ttie  prisidtiicies, 
by  the  addition  of  field  all'»wances  and  ex- 
penecs. 

In  the  year  180«£-3the  charjces  are  sliewn 
to  have  decreased  in  a  considerable  amount 
(near  a  midion).  The  war  with  the  F.uro- 
pean  enemies  having  ended  in  1801,  and 
peace  existing  with  the  Native  powers  of 
India,  expectations  were  eutertamed  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  year  would  have 
been  reduced  to  a  peace  establishment ;  in 
which  case  a  decrease  of  cliarge  would 
have  been  exhibited  in  a  ntuch  larger 
amount ;  but  the  charge  of  that  year  in- 
cluded part  of  the  expences  of  the  expedi- 
tion to  Kgypt,  and  lor  the  field  charges  of 
the  Madras  army  for  November,  180-2, 
previously  to  tlie  breaking  out  of  the  war 
with  the  Mahrattas  in  1303-4,  tlie  eflcctsof 
which  are  she^n  in  that  and  the  three  fol- 
lowing years ;  although  this  war  may  be 
said  to  have  ended'  in  Deceml»er,  1005, 
when  a  treaty  of  peace  was  com  iiided  with 
Holkar.  Notwithstanding  the  i  tl'oet  of  the 
restoration  of  peace  upon  the  continent  of 
India  is  shewn  in  the  reduction  of  the 
charges  of  1807-8  and  1808-9,  the  amount 
in  each  of  tliese  years  may  be  considered  as 
still  very  high  compared  with  the  year 
180^-3 ;  but  the  cause  of  it  is  to  be  found, 
for  the  most  part,  in  the  permanent  addi- 
tions made  to  tlie  military  establishments 
since  tliat  period,  botli  of  his  majesty's 
troops  and  of  the  company's ;  of  the  u>rmer 


seven  regiments  of  foot,  and  of  the  latter 
twelve  regiments  of  Native  mfi'.ntry,  and 
three  regiments  of  Native  cavalry,  the 
aggregate  expence  of  which  might  be  esti- 
mated at  an  amount  exceeding  a  million 
sterling.  ^ 

Froiii^he  remarks  which  have  been  of* 
fered  it  is  to  be  inft  rred  that  the  increase  of 
the  military  expenditure  of  India,  between 
the  years  lVy.i-4  and  1808-9,  is  to  be  impu- 
ted to  a  couibin.ition  of  circumstJince^ ;  to 
the  new  modelling  of  the  army  in  1796;  to 
the  increase  of  pay  to  Kuropeans  and  Na-: 
lives ;  but  principally  to  the  additions 
which  have  been  made  to  the  establish- 
ments. 

The  object  at  present  m  view  being 
merely  to  shew  tlte  eflect  produced  upon 
tiie  finances  from  tlic  various  measures 
adopted  by  the  governments  of  India, 
either  by  orders  from  England,  or,  as 
might  have  been  prescribed,  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times,  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  enter  upon  any  consideration  of 
the  political  grounds  on  w))ich  the  military 
establishments  were  increased,  but  to  state 
only  tlie  increase  itself,  to  trace  tJie  pe- 
riods when  it  was  carried  into  effoct,  and 
to  shew,  with  as  much  precision  as  the 
circumstances  with  which  this  immense  ejc- 
penditure  is  invlved  will  permit,  the  se- 
veral braiiehrs  »%  herein  the  additional  ex- 
pence  has  taken  place  :  fis,  from  this  view, 
some  idea  may  be  entertained  of  the  part 
to  be  looked  upon  as  a  fixed  aimual 
cha);!;e  upon  the  revenues  of  India.  The 
disappointment  in  the  receipt  of  a  very 
material  part  of  the  documents  for  the 
year  1308-9,  occasions  the  neces>^ity  of 
miikini'  t'.jis  t\inl>it:oi)  upon  rather  a  gene- 
ral pcinciple,  and  chiefly  upon  estiniale. 

The  part  of  the  increased  annual  charge 
to  be  considered  at>  fixed  in  its  nature,  is 
that  arising  from  the  regulations  of  1796, 
and  from  tlie  additional  establisiied  force. 
TJiis  has  been  shewn  to  be,  three  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  and  11  regiments  of  in- 
fantry of  hi:>  m^esiy's  forces,  and  of  the 
company's,  as  follows  ;  viz. 

European  artillery. — The  increase  was 
by  the  changes  in  the  corps  in  1796,  1798, 
and  1801 ;  also,  29  companies  of  Las- 
cars. 

Native  cavalry. — 9  regiments  and  1 
troop. 

Native  infantry,  —  compared  with  its 
foimation  in  1796,  which  was  nearly,  as  to 
nambers  of  rank  and  file,  upon  the  basis 
of  1794,  3;J  regiments. 

Pioneers. — 1  battalion  and  4  compa- 
nies. 

From  the  observations  already  made,  it 
must  be  inferred  that  the  military  charges 
in  each  year  of  the  column  of  the  state- 
ment have  been  increased  in  a  very  consi- 
derable degree  by  the  contingent  or  extra- 
Ordinary  expences  of  war.  It  would  l)e 
extremely  difficult,  if  pi-acticable  at  this 
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time,  to  make  a  calculation  of  thoie  ex- 
pences.  It  is  likewise  to  be  inferred,  that 
thos^  charges  have  been  gradually  in- 
creased by  the  modificatioDs  of,  or  ad- 
ditions to  the  established  force  from  time  to 
time. 
It  having  been  proposed  to  trace  the  pe- 


1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 

iB^ys 

1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 


riods  at  which  these  additions  were  nude^ 
the  advices  from  India,  and  the  procaed- 
inp;8  in  England,  have  been  attentively  exa- 
mraed,  and  it.  is  ascertained  that  they 
were  carried  into  efftxt  in  the  following 
years: 


Net  increase 


In  the  year  1798  the  company^s  artillery 
was  increased  in  numbers,  and  in  1801  by 
the  addition  of  two  companies  to  each 
battalion,  in  the  whole  twelve  companies, 
and  in  the  same  years  their  European  regi- 
menUi,  consisting  of  six,  were  reduced  to 
three.  The  progressive  effect  of  these 
additioits  on  tlie  amount  of  the  military 
charges  in  each  year,  if  it  could  be  shewn 
witii  accuracy,  is  toot  material  to  the  ob- 
ject immediately  in  view  at  this  time, 
which  is,  to  account  for  the  great  increase 
of  expence  between  1793-4  and  1808-9; 
that  object  will,  therefore,  be  pursued,  in 
order  to  bring  the  examhuition  of  this  part 
of  tlie  accounts  to  a  close. 

It  must  have  appeared  evident,  from  the 
remarks  and  explanations  in  the  preceding 
parts  of  this  report,  that  considerable  dit- 
ncnlty  would  exist  in  accounting,  with 
precision  and  accuracy,  for  the  component 
parts  of  the  sum  of  3,971,5V0{.  stated  to  be 
&ie  amomit  of  tlie  increase  on  tlie  compari- 
son  now  made,  and  that  it  can  be  only  done 
upon  estimate,  the  calculations  of 'which 
jBust  necessarily  be  framed  unthe  computed 
annual  expense  of  the  additional  regiments, 
and  by  adverting  to  the  actual  amount  in- 
curred in  the  year  1806-7,  as  stated  in  the 
book  of  establishments,  with  respect  to  tlfe 
otl^er  charges,  particularly  those  of  a  con- 
tingent nature.  It  must  be  adinitted  that 
an  estimate  drawn  upon  such  principles  is 
Kablc  to  objection,  but  being  the  only  mode 
by  which  any  ex|jlanation  can  be  at  present 
obtained  upon  this  point,  it  is  inserted  in 
the  appendix,  and  it  is  presumed  to  be  as 
accurate  a  calculation  as  can  be  formed, 
when  every  circomstance  respecting  tiie 


His  MAjBfTT't. 

Company's. 

Kegiments« 

Ht>piii>cnt8. 

Dragoons. 

Infantry. 
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statie  of  the  accounts  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion   

BUILDINGS  AND  FORTinCATIONS. 

Thifl  head  was  estimated  in  1793, 

at    -------       -    £117,875 

From  tlie  remarks  on  the  military 
charges  it  will  have  been  ob- 
jervwl  that  the  view  aiven  of 
the  ex'pense  of  buildings  and 
forti6cations  in  1808-9  is  in- 
complete, from  not  including 
that  incurred  in  the  military 
department  at  Bengal.    If  ^he  < 

a(l|n.«tmentmade  on  the  exami- 
nation of  the  military  charges 
were  now  resorted  to,  the  ac- 
count would  stand  as  follows : 

Buildings  and  forti6ca- 
tions  in  1808-9,  as  per 
statement,     -     -     -  279,564 

Add  fi;r  the  military  part 
at  Bengal    ....    45,000 


The  total  will  then  be 


-    -    -    324,364 


which  exceeds  the  estimate  in 

1793  in  the  sum  of    -    -     -    -  ^£'206,489 

Tlie  difficulty  of  giving  with  accuracy  a 
prospective  view  of , expenses  of  this  de^ 
scriptiou  is  obvious,  as  it  depends  so  greatly 
npon  contingent  and  casual  circumstances. 
The  calculation  in  the  estimate  was  in  part 
governed  by  the  average  of  preceding  years, 
and  the  experience  of  the  tirst  seven  years 
of  tlie  actual  accounts,  179?-3  to  1797-8  io- 
cluMve,  afforded  some  proof  of  the  accuracy 
of  it,  for  on  the  average  of  those  years  the 
expense  on^  proved  to   be  113,048^.  al- 
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hough  tti  lome  of  them  the  ckarge  exceeded 
he  estimate.  On  the  impectioa  of  thete 
ohiimit  of  the  ttatemeot  it  will  appear 
hat,  as  the  territories  of  the  compaoy  io- 
ireaaed,  the  expense  of  the  erection  and 
epairs  of  buildings  and  fortificarions  in- 
u^ased  likewise ;  and  here  it  is  to  be  re- 
narked  that  the  charge  under  this  head  in- 
cludes, in  like  manner  with  the  military 
charges,  the  entire  expenditure,  wbctlier  on 
iccount  of  thecompai^sancient  possessions, 
>r  of  those  acquired  by  cession  or  conquest, 
rhe  increased  expense  in  the  Bengal,  co- 
umn,  during  the  several  years  from  1798-9 
:o  180S-4,  is  principally  to  be  ascribed  to 
repairs,  &c.  or  buildings  and  fortifications 
n  Qnde,  a  part  of  wfaidi  is  provided  for  in 
iie  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  February, 
L798 ;  also  to  the  erection  of  a  new  govem- 
nent-house  at  Calcutta,  to  the  purchase  of 
louses  and  grounds,  and  the  making  of  new 
roads  and  avenues.  As  to  the  Madras 
;olumn,  the  additional  territories  acquired 
)y  the  conquest  of  Mynorcb]^  tiie  cession  of 
the  Camatic  by  die  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  of 
the  districts  by  the  Nizam,  having  greatly 
ncreased  the  number  of  fortresses,  the 
lecessity  of  maintaining  and  keeping  them 
n  repair  will  be  found  to  have  materially 
idded  to  the  expenses  of  this  description 
mder  the  Madras  government.  The  great 
increase  of  charge  after  the  year  1804-5, 
s  to  be  ascribed  to  various  circumstances ; 
the  improvement  and  repairs  of  the  works 
It  the  i^rtress  of  Seringapatam ;  the  build. 
n|^  a  new  mint  and  custom-bouse,  and  a 
ail  at  Madras :  the  erection  of  barracks 
It  several  stations  for  the  accommodation 
>f  the  increased  number  of  European 
troops  ;  extensive  repairs  of  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  presidency,  which  had  received 
rery  Considerable  damage  by  a  storm  in 
18.».5 ;  and  other  works  of  difierent  de- 
scriptions, of  which  it  may  not  be  requisite, 
tven  if  it  were  practicable,  to  ^ve  a  minute 
letail.  The  increase  of  temtory  on  the 
western  side  of  India,  under  the  adminis- 
ration  of  the  Bombay  government,  being 
far  less  considerable  than  what  has  come 
mder  that  of  Madras,  the  additional  ex- 
pense attending  the  buildings  and  forttfica- 
ions  is  likewise  less.  The  increased  charge 
exhibited  in  the  years  subsequent  to  leo^-S^ 
s,  in  some  degree,  to  be  attributed  to  the 
effects  of  a  fire  at  the  presidency  in  Feb- 
iiary,  1803,  by  which  very  extensive  da- 
nage  was  produced,  and,  in  consequence, 
!onsiderab]e  expense  incurred  in  the  erect- 
ng  of  new  barracks  for  the  European 
-egiments,  and  of  otl^er  buildings.  The 
extension  of  the  Esplanade,  the  compensa- 
ion  to  persons  whose  houses  were  remov- 
ed, and  the  further  strengthening  the  forti- 
ications,  hi|ve  added  to  &e  charges. 

It  would  lead  to  a  very  extensive  detail 
o  account  minutely  for  the  increase  under 
:his  head  of  charge  at  each  of  the  presi- 
ienciei;  bat  it  may  be  proper  to  observe, 


that  instructions  Imve  been  given,  from 
time  ta  time,  to  keep  it  within  every  prac- 
ticable limit. 

CrVIL,&c.  CHARGES. 

The  civil,  revemie,  judicial,  and  marine 
chai'ges,  as  sheMm  in  the  general  statement 
marked  No.  6,  are  next  to  Jbe  examined* 
The  total  of  charges  incurred  under  these 
several  heads  on  account  of  tlie  company's 
ancient  possessions  was  estimated  in  1798 

at    - 2,126,950 

On  a  comparison  with  the  year 

1806-7,  in  which  their  amount 

was    -    -    -  ' S,7J5,S81 

an  increase  is  exhibited  of-   1^1,598,431 

If  the  comparison  could  have  been  made 
vrith  the  year  1808-9,  a  difierent  res«lt 
would  have  been  shewn,  as  the  expeujdiCnie 
at  Madras  and  Bombay  in  that  year  vras 
less  by  «77,7«0/. 

The  view  of  this  statement  will  shew, 
during  the  wliole  of  the  period,  a  general 
tendency  to  increased  expense ;  aM  that, 
between  1793-4  and  1806-7,  the  Increase 
accumulated  to  1,312,836'.  This  increase 
would  certainly  have  appeared  less  on  a 
comparison  with  1808-9,  but  it  is  deemed  of 
importance  to  enter  upon  a  detailed  exami- 
nation, in  order  to  discover,  air  for  as  prac- 
ticable, llie  real  causes  from  which  the 
expense  of  tlie  civil  administration  or  go- 
vernment of  these  possessions  has  been 
carried  to  its  presept  lar^  annual  amount. 
It  is,  however^  to  be  premised  that,  in  some 
in8lances,thc  increased  charge  vriU  be  found 
to  be  imputable  to  alterations  of  system 
under  which  increased  revenue  has  been 
produced  ;  and,  in*  others,  to  expensive  mea- 
sures whjch  have  been  prescribed  W  the 
more  extended  political  relations  oi  the 
company  in  Asia. 

In  the  course  of  this  examination  the  pre- 
sidencies will  be  taken  separately,'  and 
every  item  of  charge  at  each  will  undergo 
distinct  consideration.  To  accomplish  tms 
purpose  iprith  greater  facility,  the  supple- 
mentary statement  marked  C*  has  neen 
place  J  m  tho  Appendix,  in  addition  to  the 
General  Statement 

It  has  been  remarked  that  tlie  year 
1793-4  might  be  considered  as  a  period  of 
more  particular  importance,  in  conse- 
quence of  alterations  of  syxtem,  and  of  ar- 
rangements carried  into  effect  at  the. com- 
mencement of  it.  This  remark  will  be  found 
to  apply  most  particularly  to  the  Accounts 
of  the  Bencal  Presidency.  It  is  neverthe- 
less deemed  proper  to  consider  this  year  9s 
a  period  in  which  the  attention  shouid  be  di- 
rected to  the  situation  of  the  other  presi- 
dencies likewise.  On  thc^  consideiat  ons, 
and  as  it  is  thought  to  be  higidy  desirable  ro 
bring  forward  more  distinct  information 
upon  this  important  branch  of  the  eL^^Liry, 
aiMtracti  of  toe  civil  establishments  of  the 
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three  pmUencieB  as  they  stood  in  April, 
179i»  twr  ftnd  1808,  hmve  beta  cklled  fer^ 
and  are  likewise  added  to  the  appendix. 
The  civil  charges  of  the  presi- 
dency of  Bengal  are  •  sliewn 
to  have  been  estimated  in  the 
year  1793  to  amoaot  to    -    L*  l,581,f<)0 
In  the  year  1806-7  they  amount- 
ed to    -------    -    «, 417,51 8 

being  an  increase  of    -    -  L.    836,118 

In  the  year  1793  the  cifil  charces  of  the 
general  department  wa^  estimated  in  t'ae 
^rok*  at  L.  4OJ,0OO.  Of  tliis  sum  an  ad- 
justment has  beon  made  in  the  btatcment 
now  nndcr  examination,  in  order  to  dis- 
tinguish the  several  lieads  of  charge,  for  the 
pnrpOBo  of  comparisnn  with  the  estimate 
mf  them  now  made.'  The  principle  upon 
vtaich  the  calculation  of  these  charges  was 
-made  at  405,0001.  is  said  to  btjthe  average 
of  the  three  past  year>.  As  the  applica- 
tion of  that  principle  to  the  charges  of  the 
mint  nught  state  tliem  too  low  for  tlie  pur- 
pose Af  romparison,  on  account  of  a  ma- 
terial alteration  by  a  new  coinage  instituted 
m  1789,  by  wliich  the  establishment  was 
increased,  it  is  thou^rht  best  upon  this  oc- 
casion, to  take  the  sum  estimated  by  the 
Ben^l  government  in  the  year  1791-^  for 
the  diarges  of  the  mint  and  asrtay  otnces  as 
a  point'Of  comparison,  'flic  mint  charges, 
as  estimated  in  1793,  are  therefore  to  be 

taken  at.* •  •• L,  15,.S00 

In  1806-7  the  chaise  was. 98,568 


being  an  hicrcase  of  •  • 


L.    5,2;?8 


T)»o  chariTcs  m  the  years  1307-3  and 
ir.OB-P  are  state(|  at  a  larger  asnount,  from 
inolndino  the  mints  at  Benares  and  Fur- 
mckahrid.  This  Lead  ofehiirgejtroni  lofsses 
occasionally  iiiciirred  by  coinage,  and  from 
b\  ins:  exposed  to  coniin^rencics  dependent 
nponthc  qiiantiiy  coined  from  year  lo  year, 
Jiiust  Deet  ssarily  be  tlactnatins  ;  and*  it  is 
cliirfiy  owiji;j  to  this  circunif-tunce  that  the 
c>tin3ate  in  ir9>,  thongii  toverioed  iu  its 
ralfolation  bv  that  received  from  Bengal 
for  t!.<  year  ITDI-?,  appears  to  have  uivcu 
so  in^ecurate  a  view  e.f  llie  charge  oi*  the 
(Npartnicnt,  which  in  tlie  year  1/92-3 
amounted  to  3o,(i00.'.  A  part  of  ttiis  in- 
crease is  to  be  attributed  to  a  mint  being 
iiichidel  in  tiie  latter  year  lor  IMoorslieda- 
b.'id,  whereas  tiie  estimate  of  17.) I-,'  com- 
prized only  Mie  three  mints  ot'  Calcutta, 
Dacca,  and  Patna. 

It  may  not  he  requisite  to  trace  minuteiy 
the  caiiNes  of  the  Huctuations  which  arc 
anui'ally  slicwn  in  this  colninn  of  the  state- 
ment,' as  the  present  and  probable  future 
expense  of  the  mint  and  assay  ofBces  is  the 
chief  point  for  consideration.  It  may  be 
remarked  that  this  department  has  en- 
gaged particular  attention  both  abroad 
and  at  home^  and  that  measures  have  been 


resorted  to,  to  render  it  cooipMdy  fO^ 
cient  at  the  least  expense  practicaUe. 

In  the  year  179X-5  there  were  fovranals 
as  already  stated  ;  at  tbe  present  pcri»4 
the  cohoage  is  confined  to  one  nunt  at  Cai> 
cutta,  it  having  been  thought  expedient  to 
abolish  the  other  three.  In  April,  1794,  tke 
annual  expense  of  tbe  fixed  estabtislHiicflft 
of  the  fonr  mints  was,  14,65Si.  Ttie  §xt4 
estahlishmenti  of  the  mint  and  assay  ofi* 
ces,  on  tlie  50th  April,  1808,  u  stated  at 
16,70?/. 

Tiiere  are  at  this  time  likewise  estnblisk- 
mentsof  mint  offices  at  Benaret  aad  at  Pbp- 
rnckabad,  the  profits  and  expenses  of  wkich 
are  included  in  the  accontrts  of  tbe  rev^ 
niies  and  charges  of  Benares,  and  of  tbe 
ceded  provinces  of  Onde. 

Post  Office  Charges. 

These  charges  were  likewise  separated 
from  the  gross  amount  of  the  civil  charges, 
hi;t  they  were  token  upon  the  calcnlarion 
of  the  average  of  five  years,  and  estimated 

for  the  year  1793  at Ll  *,800 

They  amounted  in  the  year  1808-9 

to 31 ,690 

being  an  increase  of L  16,890 

The  increase  of  rooeipts,  produced  by 
regulations  of  this  department  in  1798  and 
1801,  has  been  adverted  to.  The  greats 
facilities  in  the  conveyance  of  letters  conld 
not  be  obtained  without  an  increase  in  the 
means,  by  additions  to  the  dawk  establisb- 
nients  both  on  the  regular  and  tbe  cross 
roads.  The  increase  in  tbo  extent  of  tiw 
eompaay's  territories  has  necessarily  added 
to  this  useful  branch  of  tbe  establishments, 
as  will  appear  by  tlie  statement  from  tbe 
year  1801-.'.  1^  expenses  are  increased 
by  contingent  charges.  Tbe  established 
charge  in  1794  was  lB,!iSOl  and  in  1808, 
iO,68rt/.  It  is,  however^  satisfactory  to  ob» 
serve  that,  notwithstanding  the  increase  of 
charge  wtiich  is  exhibitml  on  the  compa- 
rison witli  the  estimate  made  in  the  year 
1793,  the  regulations  which  have  beoi  pas- 
sed for  the  jnanageinent  of  tbe  post  efioce, 
have  been  prodnctive  of  advantage,  a  sar- 
plns  charge  having  been  estimated  in  the 
year  179;1  whereas,  from  the  year  1799-1 800, 
tiie  post  office  collections  have  nni- 
formly  exceeded  the  expense,  and,  in  the 
year  1808-9,  were  more  by  3,110^.  shewing 
anetditfeicnce  of  7,710/.  in  the  result  oi 
tt»e  eompaiison. 
Charges   of  the   Residency    op  Be* 

NARES. 

Estimated  in  tlie  year  1793  at-  •  I.  32,700 
Amounted  in  the  year  1806-7  to..  140,734 

being  an  iucrease  of /.  108,032 

'^e  charges  of  this  residency  were 
blended  wi^  the  general  civil  charges  in 
the  estimate  of  1793,  and  the  calculation 
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of  flieir  amount  rather  exceeded  the  Ben- 
gal estimate  of  1791-2.  The  alteration  of 
Sie  circtrmstiinces  of  this  district  and  re- 
sidency has  been  noticed  nnder  the  rcve- 
xines.  The  agreement  with  the  rajah  on 
the  27th  of  October,  1794,  and  the  regnla- 
tions  passed  in  March,  1795,  have  likeiwise 
been  adverted  to.  Tlie  introduction  of 
the  modes  of  administration  practised  in 
the  lower  provinces  has  occasioned  an  in- 
crea.se  of  expense,  but  the  great  additional 
charce,  since  the  year  1800-1,  is  more  to  be 
attributed  to  the  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
keeping  the  accounts,  than  to  a  positive  in- 
crease of  expeiice;  and  it  will  be  found, 
from  an  increase  of  revenue  in  a  gi-cater 
amomit,  that,  i^  point  of  fact,  on  an  aver- 
age of  seven  years  from  1800-1  to  1806-7, 
the  net  sum  realized  from  the  district  ex- 
ceeded both  the  estimate  of  1793  and  the 
actual  accounts  of  the  year  179*2-3.    Tiie 

fencral  principle  of  this  alteration  was  to 
rinj?  to  account  the  whole  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  Moolky  or  provincial 
treasury,  subjecting  them  to  tlic  same  rules 
as  the  other  revenue  accomiU.  In  tliis 
cmse,  the  receipt  under  the  head  of  surplus 
collections,  and  the  payment  of  the  allow- 
ance to  the  rajah  under  the  agreement  ef 
1794,  with  every  other  disbursement,  are 
stated  on  both  sides  of  the  account.  In  the 
latter  years  both  receipt  and  expenditure 
are  still  further  enljanced  by  an  alteration 
in  the  mode  of  collection  by  tehfildars  or 
native  collectors,  who,  instead  of  remime- 
rating  or  paying  themselves  by  the  deduc- 
tion of  a  pcr-centage  from  the  collections, 
are  in  future  to  receive  a  personal  allow- 
ance from  the  collector,  and  the  gross  reve- 
nue is  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury.  A 
considerable  saving  is  expected  ultimately 
to  arise  from  tJiis  measure,  and  of  course 
an  addition  to  the  net  revenue. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  tliat  the  charges 
include  every  disbursement  of  the  district, 
revenue,  judicial,  and  relating  to  the  mint 
and  customs. 

Civil  charges  in  general,  termed  in  the 
parliamchtaty  accounts.  No. s?.  "Other 
^arges  of  tlie  civil  establishment."  They 
Comprise  the  whole  of  the  fixed  and  coiitin- 
l^t  expenses  of  the  ci>'il  department  ge- 
neral which  are  not  stated  in  the -other 
heads  of  the  account ;  as  the  pay  and  al- 
lowances of  the  members  of  government, 
the  secretaries,  accountants,  and  several 
other  offices,  the  dutbai  charges,  Src.&c. 

In  consequence  of  tbe  adjostment  noted 
imder  the  head  of  mint  charges,  this  head 
of  charge  is  to  be  stated  as  estimated  in 
theyear  1793at /.  «63,800 

In  the  year  1 806-7  it  amounted  to  575^56 


being  an  increase  of* 


/.  317,056 


This  head  of  disbnrsement  isihible  to  be 
affected  by  a  variety  of  contingencies, 
ne  dqrb^r  charges,  from  bdudiBg  tkt 


political  expenses- incnrred  by  embassies  to 
or  from  the  several  powers  of  Asia,  must 
necessarily  be  ever  fluctuating.  On  the 
view  of  this  column  of  the  statement  it  will 
appear  that,  from  the  year  1792-3  to  1798-9, 
with  the  exception  of  1795-6,  these  chargei 
continned  at  an  amount  so  steady  as  to  call 
for  no  particular  remark.  The  large 
amount  in  tirat  year  is  to  be  attributed 
partly  to  extraorduiary  or  temporary  cir- 
cumstances :  a  pavment  to  tlie  acting  go- 
vernor-general; a  remuneratiou  ordered  by 
the  court  of  directors  to  the  late  accomitant 
general ;  and  the  expence  of  tltc  public 
press.  After  the  year  179B-9  the  extension 
of  tlie  political  relations  of  the  compaliy, 
and  other  circumstances,  led  to  a  large 
increase  of  expense  on  the  establisbe<l  re- 
sidencies at  the  conrts  of  the  native  prin» 
ces,  and  fortempor^iy  embassies:  by  which 
the  durbar  chHrges  wt  re  enhanced  in  a  very 
material  degree.  Tne  very  large  expenoe 
in  the  years  i  805-6  is,  in  addition  to  these 
circumstances,  to  be  attributed  to  the 
charge  incurred  in  an  attempt  to  estabHsli 
a  settlement  at  Balambangan.  The  insti- 
tution of  a  College  at  Calcutta  in  the  year 
1800,  has  likewise  added  to  tlie  expenses 
alter  that  period. 

It  appears  by  the  statement  that  after 
the  year  l30n-6  the  civil  charges  were  very 
considerably  reduced,  the  government-ge- 
neral having  made  considerable  retrench- 
ments of  established  as  well  as  temporary 
expenditure.  In  considering  the  excess 
under  this  head,  on  a  comparison  with  the 
amount  at  which  it  was  estimated  in  1793, 
or  what  was  actually  incurred  in  tlie  year 
1793-4,  which,  upon  this  occasion,  may  be 
considered  as  a  more  proper  period  of 
comparison,  the  difference  of  the  circum- 
stances of  tbe  times  must  not  be  lost  sight 
of,  and  particularly  the  very  greftt  exten- 
sion of  the  business  of  the  secretary's  and 
otiier  departments  from  the  increase  of 
territory.  The  extended  political  relations 
of  the  company  may  probably  keep  the 
Dmbar  charges  at  an  amount  exceeding 
that  which  was  required  in  former  times. 
This  column  is  not  filled  up  for  the  years 
1807- 8  and  1808-9,  as  tlie  want  of  the  de- 
tail of  the  Bengal  statements  for  those 
years  prevented  the  accounts  from  being 
drawn  up,  as  to  the  varioun  items,  with  suf- ' 
fTcicnt  precision  for  groundng  a  compa)*i- 
fon  witli  other  years. 

Charges  of  the  Judicial  De^art- 

MENT. 

This  head  compriies  the  expence  of  the 
supreme  court,  witli  the  law  charges  of  the 
company ;  also  tlie  expenses  of  tlie  admi- 
nistration of  justice  in  the  several  adaw- 
luts  or  native  courts  •of  the  provinces  of 
Bengal,.  Bihar  and  Orissa  ;  the  expences 
of  this  description  for  Oudc,  Benares,  and 
tbe  couqaered  districts  being  include^. 
viHtof  tiiioM  iMftdi  respectively. 
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ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGI8TOR,  1810-11. 


At  tlir  tine  the  cfllnuitc  of  the  year 
*  1795  WM  framed,  the  judicuil  •ytten  had 
Bot  been  institoted,  consequeutly  the  Uw 
expenses,  and  tho«e  of  the  supreme  court 
of  jniticatiire.  could  alone  be  introduced 
into  that  estimate.  Tliey  were  iucluded 
in  the  amount  taken  for  the  civil  chai|^ 
f  enerally,  and  are  calculated  at  the 

ftomof. 57,600 

Their  amount  in  the  year  1806-7 
waa... 67,65« 

exceeding  the  estimate  in  the  sum  ,      ^^ 
of ^'    ^* 


This  head  of  charge  compHzes  the  sala- 
ries and  aUowanoes  of  the  judges  and  the 
odkers  with  the  other  expences  of  the  so- 
preme  court  of  judiratare  :  also  the  sala- 
ries of  the  company's  law  officers,  and  the 
expenses  incurred  by  legal  processes  ;  like- 
wise of  the  court  of  requests,  &c.  The 
expense  under  this  head  is  subject  to  flnctoa- 
tion,  from  being  exposed  to  contingencies. 
Great  attention  has  been  paid  to  keep  the 
establislied  charge  within  the  narrowest 
limits  practicable :  the  establishment  of 
the  supreme  court  was  revised  with  much 
care  in  the  year  179b,  and  considerable  re- 
ductions in  the  expence  were  effected.  Tbe 
expence  in  the  year  1794,  altUoog^fa  tliere 
was  then  a  vacancy  of  one  judge,  is  stated 
at  40,989/.  ;  in  1807  it  was  3y,976/. ;  but 
the  latter  period  includes  the  sum  of  4,070/. 
for  pensions,  which  were  not  in  the  tormer. 
The  charge  of  the  court  of  rt^questn,  which 
in  1794  wa»  780/.  amounted  in  1807  to 
7,8)^7/.  but  this  expence  is  merely  nominal, 
being  more  than  covered  by  the  receipts 
from  fees,  which  were  instituted  on  suits 
when  the  alterations  were  made  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  that  court,  under  proclama- 
tion, dated  15th  March,  180«. 

The  part  of  ttie  c^hargcs  of  the  judicial 
departn^ent  which  is  incurred  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  the  provinces  is 
next  to  be  noticed.  In  the  accounts  pre- 
sented to  parliament  it  is  termed  **  charges 
of  the  Dewanny  and  Nizamut  City  and 
ZiUah  adawluts^  also  of  the  police  establisli- 
ments  and  courts  of  appeal*" 

It  has  been  already  remarked  that  the 
charges  now  under  consideration  apply 
onlv  to  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
ana  Orissa,  ftnd  the  reason  has  been  as- 
signed why  no  estimate  could  be  made  of 
them  by  the  Court  of  Directors  in  Febru- 
Jiry,  1793. 

It  is  not  proposed  in  this  place  to  enter 
upon  any  explanation  of  the  grounds  on 
which  alterations  were  made  in  the  system 
of  the  administration  of  justice  in  these 
dietrictt,  bnt  merely  to  state  the  fact  that 
such  alterations  were  made,  and  to  exa* 
mine  what  additional  expense  has  been 
produced  by  them.  ■  - 

Tiie  whole  of  the  grounds  for  the  adop- 
tion «f  the  new  system  is  to  be  found  m 


the  aunate  of  tbe  late  marqnii  iCornval- 
Us,  dated  11th  February,  1793,  and  the 
detail  of  the  several  arrangements  on  the 
execution  of  it  in  the  Bengal  regula- 
tions passed,  in  the  year  1793,  Uieir  opera- 
tion being  directed  to  commence  oa  the 
1st  May  of  that  year.  The  modi6catiMu 
and  alterations  which  have  been  occaskiA- 
aliy  made  by  subsequent  regnlatioiis,  will, 
in  so  far  as  they  apply  to  expoiae,  be  ad- 
verted to  as  occasion  may  require. 

Antecedent  to  the  year  1793  the' collec- 
tion of  the  revenues  and  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  were  under  the  soperin- 
tendance  of  tlie  revenue  department,  and 
the  expense  attending  them  respectively 
were  included  imder  one  head  or  charge ; 
viz.   the   revenue    charge.     The    actoal 
expense    defrayed  upon    these '  accounts 
in    the  year    I79f-S  was  78«,«44.      The 
general  principle  of  the  alteration  of  the 
system,  as  proposed  in  the  minute  of  the 
governor-general,  went  to  an  entire  sepa- 
ration of  justice,  which  led  to  the  lu-eation 
of  a  new  department,  termed  the  judicial, 
the  receipts  and  charges  of  which  weie 
to  be  stated  under  a  separate  and  distinct 
head.    It  was  calculated  that  the  expense 
of  the  proposed  new  esUblishment,  m  ao 
far  as  related  to  the  sudder  or  chief,  and 
other  adawluts  or  native  courts  of  justice, 
would    amount   annually  to    the  sum  of 
220.6151.  that  reductions  would  then  be 
made   upon  the    existing   establishments 
of  the  reveuue  department  to  the  amount 
o(  173,4001.  so  that  the  whole  increase 
ot  expense  under  this  branch  would  bt 
only  47,2151. 

The  internal  police,  or  the  prcservatioa 
of  the  peace  of  the  districts,  was,  till  De- 
cember, 1792,  under  tlic  farmers  and  hind- 
holders,  who  were  bound  to  keep  establish- 
ments of  officers  for  that  purpose.  By 
a  regulation  passed  the  7th  of  that  month, 
the  police  was  taken  under  the  exclusive 
charge  of  officers  appointed  by  govern- 
ment, and  a  fund  established  for  defiajing 
the  expense.  This  regulation  vras  re- 
enacted  ou  the  1st  May,  1793,  and  a 
further  regulation  was  passed  at  the  same 
time  for  raising  a  fund  to  meet  the  charge 
of  the  new  police  establishments,  by  an  - 
assessment  termed  the  police  tax. 

llie  police  is  to  be  considered  as  another 
branch  of  the  new  system,  and  the  expence 
of  it  forms  part  of  the  charges.  It  does 
not  appear  tliat  an  exact  estimate  was  made 
of  the  charges  of  iu  establishment ;  bnt 
it  seems  to  have  beeu  considei^d  that  the 
assessment  upon  the  districu  waa  to  be 
made  to  sut^V  an  aniouut  as  should  meet 
tho$e  charges. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  the  revenue 
cldu-ges  of.  the  year  1792-J,  which  included 
the  expence  attending  the  administratiob 
of  justice^  amounted,  to  782,7441  Preri- 
oudy  to  the  examination  of  the  revenue 
and  judicial  departmcnti  after  their  sepa- 
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ivtieB,  it  mfty  not  be  improper  to  consider 
their  combined  amoant  in  tli6  tir»t  year, 
viz.  1793-4,  as  it  will  shew  how  far  the  esti- 
mate] on  making  the  separation,,  was  veri- 
fied ;'  and  lis  that  year  will  be  now  taken 
lor  the  period  trom  which  the  operation 
of  the  system  financially  will  be  investi^ 
gated. 

In  1793-4  the  revenue  charges 

amounted  to /.569,293 

And  the  judicial  to 314,766 

making  together •  •  884,0.i9 

This  exceeds  the  year  1792-3  in 

thesumof jL.101,315 

As  it  was  estimated  that  the  ex- 
traordinary expence  of  tlie 
new-system  would  amount  to..  47,?15 

tlie  sum  to  be  accounted  fur  will 
be..- 54,100 

The  chai  ges  of  the  police 
were  expected  to  be 
defrayed  by  a  special 
tax  raised  fur  the  pur- 
pose, but  they  exceed- 
ed the  tax  in  tlie  sum 
of 21,935 

Two  Zillah  courts  were 
instituted  after  the  e^ 
timate  was  made,  the 
expense  of  which  was  -    8,472 

30,407 

Which  will  reduce  the  sum  >  r   ^o  ^q^ 

to  be  acc^juuted  for  to  J  ^  ^'^'^^'^ 

It  may  not  be  necessary  upon  this  oc- 
casion to  trace  more  minuteiy  tlie  va- 
rious contingencies  whidi  were  tlie  causes 
of  this  difierence.  The  following  iact 
appean  clearly  established,  viz.  tliat  the 
disbursement  of  the  year,  1795-4  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  preceding  year  in  the 

sum  of 101,3151. 

And  that,   deducting  the  sum 

raised  as  a  poKce  tax    -    -    -        V5,801 

The  aggregate  expense  of  the  ^ 

two  departments,  in  the  first  V 

year  of  tlic  new  system,  ex-  s    75,514 

ceeded  the  expense  of   the  1 

'  formcv  system  in  the  sum  of^ 

.  which  is  more  than  ^the  excess  first  calcu- 
lated bv  28,*i99l.  ^— but  from  this  sum  should 
be  deducted  some  retrenchments  in  the 
Bait  department.  Confining  this  view  of 
the  subjecf  to  the  judicial  branch,  which 
is  now  the  immediate  object  of  investiga- 
tion, it  will  be  proper  to  examine  the 
expense  actually  disbursed  In  the  first  year 
of  its  separation  from  the  revenue  branch 
on  a  comparison  with  the  estimate 
made  preyiooily  to  the  adoption  of  the  mea- 
Jure. 


The  expense  of  the  new  Adawlnt 
entablidhment  was  estimated 
at L.2iO,5t5 

The  judicial  charges  of  the  year 

1793-4  were 314,766 


Exceeding  the  estimate  by  - 


94,1151 


It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  estimate 
included  only  the  charge  of  the  Sndder, 
tlie  city,  and  ziUah  or  provincial  Adaw- 
luts.  The  actual  charge  comprised  two 
lillah  Adawlub  more  than  the  estimate  and 
contmgencies  of  which  it  was  not  prac- 
ticable to  make  an  accurate  calcuhition. 
The  net  excess  or  actual  disbursement,  com- 
pared with  tlie  several  heads  in  the  estimate 
araounu  to  12,1101.  ;  the  charges  of  the 
police  at  (Calcutta,  and  in  the  provinces, 
amounting  to  59,4801.,  were  not  included 
in  the  estimate,  nor  tlie  contingent  expenses 
for  maintenance  of  prisoners,  nor  a  com- 
mission (though  then  existing)  for  suppres* 
sing  decoits  or  robbers,  with  other  items 
amounting  together  to  %l,770l.,  which  se- 
veral sums  will  be  found  nearly  to  account 
for  the  difference  exhibited  in  the  actual 
disbursements  of  the  first  year  of  the 
operation  of  the  new  system  of  judicature 
m  the  provinces. 

Takinir,  as  proposed,  the  year  1793-4  as 
the  period  of  comparison,  it  will  appear 
that,  deducting  the  sum  of  314,7661.  nrom 
48%,6531.the  amount  of  the  judicial  charges 
in  the  year  1806-7,  the  increase  amounts  to 
167,8871. 

The  inspection  of  the  column  of  the 
statement  will  shew  that  tlie  judicial 
charges  in  every  year  have  exceeded  those 
of  tlie  first  year  of  the  institution  of  the 
system;  but  it  is  found,  upon  a  minute 
examination,  tliat  the  increased  charge  is 
more  to  be  asciibcd  to  contingent  exr 
penses  tlian  to  additional  establishments, 
or  increase  of  allowances  to  the  European 
servants  employed  in  this  department. 

The  number  of  comts  onginully  esta- 
blished was  as  follows : 

Siidder  Dewanny  or  chief  court,  being 
the  court  of  appeal  m  the  last  resort 
of  civil  suits. 

Four  provincial  courts  of  appeal. 

Tliree  city  Adawluts. 

Twenty-three  zillah  courts. 

AccordiiK  to  tlie  book  of  establishments 
in  April,  1808,  the  number  of  courts  was 
the  same,  except  as  to  the  Zillah,  which, 
by  the  abolition  of  those  at  Moorshedabad 
and  Cooch  Debar,  and  the  institution  of 
others  at  Backcrguoge,  Hooghly,  and  in 
the  Jungle  Mehals,  were  increased  to 
twenty-four. 

Notwithstanding  the  net  increase  in  the 
number  of  courts,  is  found  to  be  oulj  one 
zillah  court,  tlie  establislie'd  expense  of 
the  department  between  171)4,  and  1808  is 
very  considerably  increased.  On  the  30th 
April,  1794,  by  the  book  of  establishments, 
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The  ehar^e  amonnted  to     -     -      !f68,174 
On  the  30th  Apnl,  1808,  it  was  -      394,^45 

Being  an  iiicrea«e  of     .     .     .  X.^t5,773 

Of  this  sam  14,4861.  is  in  the  establixh- 
flMDt  of  the  coart  of  the  Sadder  Oewanny 
-and  Nicamnt  Adawiut,  in  consequence 
of  alterations  made  in  the  year  1801.  One 
aenior  and  two  puisne  Judf^es  were  at  first 
appointed,  bnt  m  1808  the  senior  jnd;^ 
vna  discontinued.  l^*he  net  increase  of 
cxpeme  by  the  three  additional  Zillah 
ooarts,  after  deducting  that  of  the  two 
which  were  abolished,  is  t^,9Sb\.  The 
'Chatge  of  the  provincial  battalions  in  1808, 
atatc^  at  5?,947l.  was  not  incurred  in 
1794;  nor  was  any  sum  included  in  tlmt 
year  for  contingencies  or  police.  The 
former  amounted  in  1808  to  S2,5ii9\.  and 
tlie  hater  to  66,63ll.exclasive  of  the  charjre 
-an  those  accounts  in  tlie  new  adawluts. 
These  several  snms  will  account  for  the 
difference  between  the  two  periods  within 
17,8001.  On  the  inspection  of  tiie  detail 
of  the  accounts*  of  the  respective  couits, 
many  variations  in  tlie  cliarp's  are  dis- 
covered, botli  as  to  increase  anti  d<*crease ; 
a  mat4rialpartof  tlie  increase  is  found  in 
the  appointment  of  assist aius  to  the  rcgis- 
tert  almost  generally,  and  in  souk  insiHiiecs 
IB  additions  to  the  native  rstabii^linienti. 
As  to  tlie  jiuljres,  their  salaries  have  under- 
gone very  little  alteration ;  the  salary  of 
the  judge  at  nurd\»an  vas  reduced  in  the 
film  of  7881.  after  the  transfer  of  a  part 
of  his  jurisdiction,  when  llie  court  at 
Hooghly  was  instituted  in  1795,  and  the 
salaries  of  the  judges  at  Sylbct  and  Kani* 
^lur  were  increased  in  the  sum  of  69^1. 
each,  as  they  were  much  below  the  irene- 
ral  scale  of  tliose  of  the  judges  of  the 
other  districts. 

The  explanations  now  piven  afford  a  pe- 
veral  idea  of  the  changes  which  have  oc- 
curred in  tlie  fixed  establishments,  witf:iu 
the  period  under  review  :  the  fluctuations 
of  tlie  amount  of  the  charges  in  the  several 
years,  as  shewn  in  the  column  of  the  state- 
ment, are  to  be  atti^hutcd  to  contingent 
expenses,  \^hich  must  nai orally  be  expect- 
ed inihe  administration  of  civil  and  ciimi- 
nal  justice  in  such  a  ntimber  of  districts, 
and  particularly  to  the  charge  for  tlie  diet 
of  prisoners. 

Marine  Charges, 
Estimated  in  the  year  1793  at    -    .51,000 
Amounted  in  tlie  year  1808-9  to   -    7.5,0U* 

Being  an  increase  of  -    -    -    *    .L.«l,082 


TIjc  e^tima^e  of  the  year  1793  wa^  cal- 
culated rather  above  the  avcrajje  of  the 
three  preceding  years.  From  the  natui  e  of 
tlie  maruie  service  it  is  subject  to  many 
contingencies  which  are  of  a  casual  and 
Hi'ciuatinsf  description.  The  inspection 
of  this  coiuuio  does  not  fumif^h  any  parti* 
cjlur  ground  of  remark.  The  department 
ikris  uuiici'go&o  some  iiiteratioii  in  luanage* 


ment  since  the  year  1793.  In  Ae  year  ITlNI, 
in  conse(|nence  of  an  examination  of  the 
state  of  It,  a  secretary,  with  an  official 
establishment  was  appointed.  In  the 
year  1807  the  court  of  directors  entered 
upon  a  minute  consideration  of  Hie 
state  of  the  marine  establisbmenf,  and,  by 
their  letter  of  the  l.'Sth  May,  forwarded  in- 
strnctions  for  tiie  future  conduct  of  the  de- 
partment, which  it  is  expected  will  occasion 
material  improvements  therein,  by  pravid- 
ing  better  accommodation  for  ships  navi- 
gating the  river  as  to  pilotage,  wateiing,  &c. 
and  afibrding  a  prospect  at  the  same  time 
of  lessen mg  the  expenses,  by  rates  on  the 
tonnage- of  the  ships. 

Rrvemub  Charges. 
Including  stipends  and  allowances  of  the 
Nizamut,  or  the  payments  made  to  the 
Nabob  of  Bengal,  his  family,  and  depen- 
dants. The  observations  already  made  on 
the  charges  of  the  judicial  department,  will, 
it  is  presumed,  have  given  the  re^foistte 
explanations  of  the  arrangement*  in  Bengal 
in  the  year  1793,  by  which  an  entire  sepa- 
ration was  made  m  the  revenue  and  jndi- 
cial  management.  From  those  observa- 
tions it  wiH  have  been  inferred,  that-  thees- 
ti:ijatet^iamed  in  1793  may  not  be  taken  asa 
criterion  by  which  an  accurate  judgment 
can  be  fomnHl  of  the  increased  charge 
since  that  period,  and  that  the  expence  of 
tlie  year  t793-4  will  be  tlie  most  proper  to 
be  assumed  as  the  t;rouud  of  the  c6inparison 
wHh  that  of  tlie  later  years  in  the  column 
of  the  statement,  it  may  not,  however,  be 
impioper  to  advert,  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, to  tlie  actual  charge  of  179*2-3,  the 
year  immediately  preceding  the  Separation 
of  the  departments,  in  or^ler  to  give  some 
view  of  the  principle  of  the  charge  of  the 
year  1793-4.    The  gross  expence  of  179*-3 

was 78^,744 

It  was  calculated  that  the  institn- 
tiou  of  the  jndicial  system  would 
immefliately  occasion  a  -dedue- 
tion  in  the  expence  of  the  old 
revenue  estabhsUmeiits  to  tiie 

amount  of 173,300 

On   this  principle,  the  revenue  • 

charges  to  be  incuned  in  future 
would  be  stated  at  the  sura  of     609,444 
The  actual  expences  of  the  year 

1793-4  were    -    -    -    -    -^     -     569,f95 

which  is  l^^ss  than  the  charge  above 

stated  by    - -     -      40,151 

from  which  it  is  to  be  eoYidmled,  that  re- 
ductions were  carried  into  effect  to  a  greater 
amount  than  was  reckoned  upon,  or  -stated 
in  the  original  estimate,  at  the^ime  of  the 
aeparatlon  of  the  Adawluts. 

As  the  revenue  charge*  of  Benares  arc 
blended  vrith  tHoseof  the  other  pro^hnrt  m 
1807-8  and  1806-9,  it  h»  necessary  to  eoro- 
pare  the  cLur^e  of  the  year  1W6-7  amoaal- 
in<to  -  ...  k  1  -  -  X,.dl6,S40 
wiUi  that  of  the  year  1793-4, 
which  has  been'  shewn  to 
amoottt   to     •      *    •  569;9S9 
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In  wbidi  view  tiie  charge   of 
1806-7  will  be  found  to  be  leas 

in  tbe  torn  of L,  62,953 

It  is  to  be  n^marked,  that  the  charge  in 
both  periods  includes  the  stipends  ami  al- 
lowances of  cheNizamut ;  if  they  were  de- 
docted,  the  cxpenee  attending  the  collection 
of  the  revenues  would  stand  as  follows  : 
1793-4. 
Gross  charge    -     •    569,S9S 
Stipends,  6cc.    -  2«0,40(> 

Net  charge    -     .    .    .    X«.S48,887 
1806-7. 
Gross  charge    -     L.  516,540 
Stipends,  &c.    -  2S8,13() 

Net  charge  .  .  -  -  !«.  S88,!eiO 
Consequently  the  actual  expcnce 
incurred  in  the  collection  of 
ttke  reYenues  of  Bengal  will 
appear  to  have  decreased  in 
thesumof L>    60,677 


The  average  of  the  gross  char«:e 
'    for  the  13  years^   1794-^  to 

1806-7  inclusive,  IS    -    -    -    L.  507,000 
Assuming  the  average  of  the 

stipends  at 2S0,000 

the  average  of  the  net  charge  in 

the  same  period  is    -    -    -    I..  $87,000 

which  is  less  than  the  net  charge 

of  1793-4  by L,    61,887 


The  near  accordance  of  the  amount  of 
the  charges  of  the  year  1806-7  with  tlie 
amount  of  the  average  now  shewn,  is  a  re- 
markable proof  of  tlie  steaUiuess  of  the 
system  upon  which  tlie  i-cvcqnt's  of  these 
▼alnable  province*)  have  been  managed.  It 
may  not  be  material  to  trace  witii  uinuie- 
nesj*  the  causes  to  wliich  the  decrea^  here 
exhibited  is  to  be  asciibed  ;  a  part  is  in 
the  c«>ntingent  or  extraordinary  charge^, 
and  a  part  in  the  fixed  estaiMishmf-nts.  Of 
the  latter  are  the  roliectorsiiips  of  Cal- 
cutta, Tumlook  and  Ramgiir,  and  the  com- 
mission to  Cooch  Behar,  which  have  been 
abolished;  hkewise  ttie  reduction  of  tlie 
members  of  the  board  of  revenue  fVom 
i/our  to  three,  and  retrenchments  in  the  of- 
fices at  the  presidettcy. 

CoSTOMft. 

Tbe  charges  of  collecting  them 
were  estimated  in  the  year  1?  93 
at    -    - L.l?,500 

Tbe  comparison,  in  this  instance, 
must  be  made  with  the  charge 
of  the  year  1806-7,  as  mthesub- 
•eqaent  years,  that  of  the  ceded 
and  conquered  provinces  is  not 
separated.  Tbe  amoant  in  that 
year  was f7,399 


being  an  increaie  of 
Vox,  12. 


-    -     L.  14,899 


The  estimate  of  1795  is  stated  to  have 
been « calculated  on  the  average  of  the 
charge  of  the  three  preceding  years.  The 
observations  on  the  receipts  will  have  anti- 
cipated tbe  explanation  to  be  given  of  the 
small  amount  at  which  these  charges  were 
estimated,  vis.  the  existence  of  custom- 
houses at  only  two  stations,  Calcutta  and 
Maujee ;  tlie  transfer  of  thn  management 
of  the  customs  to  the  commercial  depart- 
ment ,  and  the  various  altorationa  by  the 
levy  of  new  duties ;  with  the  re-estaoli^ 
meat  of  the  town  duties,  and  of  custom- 
houses at  the  principal  cities ;  which  having 
been  full>  stated  in  those  observations,  it  is 
only  necessary,  in  this  pUce,  to  ri'fer  to 
them  as  the  explanation  of  tae  cause  of 
the  increase  in  the  charjic  as  now  exhibited. 

Salt  ;  Apvancbs  amo  Charges. 
estimated  in  17  :'.S  at    .    •    -   -  £,.  :^95,0dO 
amoiHited  in  tiie  year  1808-9  10    -   406,000 


being  an  increase  of 


-    -  L.  111,900 


This.head  is  composed  partly  of  allow- 
ances to  the  perdOUK  employed  in  the  depart- 
ment, partly  of  coutiujcencies.  but  princi- 
pally of  adv^aiices  to  the  manufacturers, 
wliich  are  accounted  for  in  the  deiivery  of 
the  article.  Ttie  estimate  of  [79'(  was 
taken  at  a  medium  between  tlie  average 
actual  disbuntement  of  the  three  preceding 
yeam^  pud  t!ie  estimate  made  iu  Bengal  for 
the  year  17'Jl-!e.  I1ie  traiiKfer  of  the  ma- 
nai^ement  of  the  salt  department  from  the 
board  of  revenue  to  the  board  of  trade,  in 
the  year  1793,  has  been  mentioned  in  the 
observations  upon  the  receipts.  The  con- 
duct of  the  coucem  before  this  period  was 
by  a  comptrolh  r  with  assistants  :  and  the 
provition  and  manufacture  of  tlie  salt  was 
undtT  the  direction  of  agents  in  the  several 
Aurung8  or  districts,  who  made  advances  to 
the  manufacturers,  and  attended  to  the  due 
delivery  of  tlie  proper  quantities.  When 
,  tite  altHation  was  made,,  the  office  of 
eompti  oiler  was  abolislied,  and  a  new  form 
of  establishment  was  carried  into  effect. 
A  salt  oflicc,  with  a  secretary  and  assist- 
auts,  was  establislted  at  the  presidency,  lint 
the  system  of  making  tht?  provision  by  ad- 
vances, through  the  medium  of  agents,  was 
continued.  I1ie  salt  agencies  were  then 
as  followit : 

Chittagong,  includipg  Bulwa, 

Hidgellee, 

Royraungul, 

Tumlook, 

Twenty-four  Pergunnahs. 
Tbe  agents  were  remunerated  as  before, 
for  theii-  services,  by  a  commission  upon  the 
net  profit  u|m  n  the  article  when  sold  :  a 
share  of  commi&don  was  also  given  to  the 
secretary  of  tht  salt  t  rtire. 

•The  year  179S-4,    being  the  first  year 
of  the  management  by  the  board  of  trade, 
may  perhaps  be  the  more  proper  i>eriod  of 
comparuion  upon  the  present  occanon, 
Bb 
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In  that  year  the  amoant  of  die 

advances  and  char|i^  was 

In  the  year180&«9,  they  were 

and  the  increM  in  the  latter 
period  U 


/.  5S8,4S3 
'JO6,000 


/.  77,517 


tation  aiust,   howler/  be  canAUved  at 
rather  vague. 

Opium  ;  advangis  and  charges, 
Estimated  in  1795  at    -    -    -        L  97,500 
amounted  in  the  year  1808-9  to  100,9^ 


Tlie  increase  of  the  qnantity  manufac 
turefl,  and  the  enhancement  of  the  sale 
price,  have  been  noticed  in  the  former 
part  of  this  report.  They  are  now  advert- 
ed to  for  tlie  purpose  of  introdiicine  the 
remark  that  the  amonnt  cf  the  expenditure 
is  necessarily  governed  by  those  circum- 
stances ;  the  advances  beinfi:  in  proportion 
*  to  the  quantity  provided,  and  the  amount 
of  the  commission  on  the  sales  beine  re- 
(rnlated  by  tlie  prices  at  which  the  article 
soH.  The  established  charp^es  of  the  fac- 
tories are  matters  for  separate  conside- 
ration, as  well  as  the  contingent  expenses 
in  conmctionwiih  Utem. 

The  s\5tcra  of  management  nnder  the 
board  ot  trade  has  been  shewn  to  produce 
very  material  improvements  in  this 
branch  of  the  resources.  The  increased 
net  receipt,  or  profit,  in  tlie  period  now 
under  consideration,  is,,  444,000/.  and 
has  been  produced  undt>r  the  very  satis- 
factory circumstance  of  the  melioration 
•f  the  situation  of  the  manalacturers,  who 
were  not  only  relieved  from  compulsory 
labour,  bot  were  allowed  an  additional 
price  for  the  article  produced  by  them 

Several  alterations  in  the  plan  of  ma- 
aaeement  have  been  carried  into  effect. 
Additional  ^uu^  a^^inst  illicit  trade  have 
been  introduced,  by  the  establishment  of 
chokies,  or  custoin-honses,  in  the  eastern, 
western,  and  midland  districts,  witL  a 
superintendant  and  assistants  to  each, 
which  have  considerably  added  to  thces. 
teblished  expenses.  On  the  otlier  hand, 
retrenchments  have  been  made  by  abolish- 
ing the  agency  at  Roymungul,  and  attaching 
it  to  tlie  t4  perguniiahs,  also  by  reducing 
the  commission  to  the  agents  uf  Hidgellee, 
the  $4  pergnnnahs,  and  Tnmlook,  from 
three,  to  ti  and  a  quarter  per  cent.  Refer- 
ring to  the  abstracts  of  tlie  establishments 
of  the  Bengal  presidency  in  17V4and  1808, 
it  appears  that  the  charges  of  the  salt 
department  have  increased  in  the  sum  of 
69,000/.  of  which  10,000/.  is  in  the  com- 
mission paid  to  the  airents,  and  49,000/. 
in  the  charges  at  the  factories  for  allow- 
ances to  Europeans  and  natives,  and  con- 
tingencies. Thesi*  charges  comprize  the 
newly  established  chokies,  or  custom- 
houses, to  the  amount  of  y;),ooo/. 

It  is  not  practicable  to  make  a  sepa- 
ration oC  the  advances  tbr  the  manuroc- 
ture,  £md  of  the  diarges,  fur  the  year 
1808-9  ;  but  assuming  the  sum  of  59,000/. 
as  the  increased  charge,  and  deducting 
that  sum  froni  the  gross  increase,' which 
has  been  stated  at 77, 5 17/.  the  proportion 
to  be  shewn  as  the  additional  advance 
might  be  taker  at  18,0001.    T\um  compu. 


— ^-     being  an  increase  of   -    - 


LSy4» 


The  management  of  the  trade  in  tbit 
article,  and  the  provision  of  it,  are  in 
some  degree  similar  to  that  of  salt,  and  the 
estimate  of  the  advances  ami  charges  was 
calcuhited  upon  similar  grouods ;  viz.  a 
medium  between  the  average  tif  the  tbrec 
pit  ceding  years  actual  disbutsencnts,  and 
tlie  estimate  of  179  i-i^  Ai  the  time  this 
estimate  was  formed,  the  conduct  of  the 
provision  of  opium  was  under  tbe  directioa 
of  an  officer  of  the  revenue  department, 
dcKignated  preparer  of  reports,  and  anper- 
inteudant  of  the  opium  sales.  His  datj, 
in  the  latter  capacity,  consisted  in  receiv- 
ing  the  opium  annually  from  the  pvbtic 
contractors;  having  it  examined  by  the 
usual  inspectors ;  exposing  to  sale  ;  and 
adjusting  the  accounts. 

The  auteration  made  in  the  year  1793, 
transferring  the  opium  concern  from  fbe 
revenue  to  the  commercial  department, 
and  the  change  of  system  adopted  by  tbe 
board  of  trade  in  the  year  17t;7,  by  tlie 
substitution  of  provision  by  agency  in  lieo 
of  that  by  contract,  has  been  detailed 
in  the  observations  npon  tbe  produce  of  the 
sales.  It  is  therefore^  upon  the  pret-nt 
occasion,  requisite  only  to  notice  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  transfer,  the  office  of  sn- 
periutendant  of  o[iiom  was  abolished ;  the 
expense  of  the  arrangement  adopted  by 
the  board  of  trade  for  the  conduct  of  tfats 
concern,  is  net  stated  in  the  book  of  es- 
tablishments. By  the  advices  it  appears 
that  in  1793  a  form  of  establishment  was 
proposed  by  them  to  the  supreme  coDndl, 
on  whose  approval  it  was  carried  into  e^ 
feet,  and,  with  some  small  alteratioB, 
continued  in  operation  during  tbe  exist- 
ence of  the  contracts,  viz.  to  the  year 
1797.  On  the  institution  of  tbe  aceocy 
system  in  that  year  the  vrhole  establish- 
mrnt  was  reformed,  and  tbe  rate  of 
allowances  and  commission  to  the  secre- 
tary and  agents  was  fixed.  The  con- 
cern is  still  conducted  under  the  board 
of  trade  by  a  secretary  at  the  presidency, 
and  by  agents  in  Babar,  and  at  Benam, 
the  entire  expense  of  whose  several  ap- 
pointments and  offices,  according  to  the 
abstract  of  the  establishments  in  1808, 
may  be  taken  at  about  39,000/.  per  amiom, 
including  the  comqiission.  The  advan- 
tages of  the  system  of  agency  are  evident 
in  the  columns  of  the  statements,  althoogh 
the  fixed  expenses  in  allowances  are  Biacti 

S -eater  than  >undeF  the  -former  system, 
n  the  average  of  six  yearR,1792-S  to  1797-8, 
when  the  contraet  system  may  •  be  sup- 
posed to  have  entirely  ceased,  the  averag t 
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charge  was  tSX,0Q0L  the  prodace  of  the 

•»ales  260,000/.  and  the  average  net  re- 
ceipt 1 '^9,000/.  It  ift,  however,  to  be  re- 
marked that  the  ^'reat  increase  ot  charge 
in    the  year  17'J7-8  is  to  be  imputed,  in 

•>ome  degree,  to  an  advance  nor  properly 
belonging  to  the  year.  In  1798  9,  the 
advances  and  t-barces  amounted  to  97,795/. 
bnt  the  martlets  being  unfavourable,  the 
nales  only  prodnct'd  *jl 0,000/.  leaving  a 
pro6t  of  *liv,ooo/.     In  the  yar  1799-lfiOO 

"the  charj^e  was  •nearly  tl^e  same  as  the 
preceflui^  yciir,  but  the  net  profit  was 
:f74,0iK)<.  and  an  increasod  im-irovcment 
18  exhibited  tlirongh  the  n^ne  ft  !lo\\ hiff 
years  of  tliestat^i.icnts,  tuf  avera'^c  of  tl;e 
advances  and  rhnrges  of  those  jeara  being 
about  93,000/.  an:1,  tVcm  iLcrease  inpiice, 
to  be  impnted  prnuipally  to  ti.o  improve- 
ment in  thec^ualiryot' tlif-articlc,  the  ave- 
raije  ne*  profittor  the  same  period  is  •!  66,000/. 

Willis  is  the  more  wtisfaclory,  iy»  the  ave- 
rajafe  expenditure  oiitlienine  years  is  below 
the  esnmate  of  179.'^,  and  falls  short  of 
the  average  of  the  first  six  years  in  the 
statement  by  the  sum  of  08,000'/.  Il  should 
hayc  been  remarked  that  in  April,  IbOl, 
retienchnients  were  carried  into  effect. 
Tlie  salary  of  the  Bahar  a^ent  uas  re- 
duced from  ^,000  to  500  sicca  rupees  per 
month,  the  salary  of  the  Benares  a^ent 
was  WDOtly  abolished,  and  the  commission 
to  both  the  agents  was  reduced  from  ^§  to  2 
percent.  ' 

Stamp*. 
As  this  resource  was  instituted  in  the 
year  1797  only,  it  did  not  appear  in  the  es- 
timate of  1793.  In  several  years  the  charges 
appear  at  a  low  amount,  from  not  inclnd- 
iug  coramis'iion  paid  ob  tiie  issue  of  stamps. 
The  increased  expettee  in  the  four  last 
years  is  to  be  accounted  for  (rom  the  cir- 
cumstances of  both  commission  and  esta- 
Ibiishment  being  included  in  it  The  receipt 
in  those  years,  being  the  gross  produce, 
is  likewise  larger. 

M^DRA«  CHARGES. 

Tlie  expenses  of  the  Madras  firesidency 
are  next  for  examination.  Those  of  the 
civil  and  le venue  departments,  connected 
more  immtdiately  with  tbe^companvN  an- 
cient pitssessions,  as  nnd(/  the  j»rt»idency 
of  Bengal,  are  to  be  founcl  in  detail  in  the 
separate  stutemeut  marked  C.  - 
The  total  charge,  upon  this 

principle,    was  estimated 

in  the  year  179 J  at /.  .168,000 

and  amounted   in  the  year 

1808-9  to. . » .'  . . .  660,071  - 


being  an  increase  of» 


/.  t9f  ,071 


Tliis  increase  is  very  considerable ;  it 
will  be  found  to  have  arisen,  in  a  mateml 
degree,  from  the  introduction  of  the  Ben- 
gal system  of  revenue  and  judicial  admi- 
nistration into  the  districu  of  the  Penin- 

B 


aula,  as  will  be  more  particularly  explain- 
ed in  the  examination  ttf  the  several  item^. 

The  charges  of  the  post-oftice  were  not 
separated  from  the  civil  charges  in  the 
estimate  of  the  year  1793.  Referring 
to  the  accounts  from  Madras  about  that 
pei  iod,and  tskins  the  medium  of  the  actual 
disbnrstments  of  1791-^,  and  the  esti- 
mate of  t79a-3,  the  expense  under  this 
head  migut  be  computed  at  9/i40l.  which| 
deducted  fiom  the  civil  ciiarges,  would 
reduce  the  tsiimate  of  them  to  102,7601, 
Assuming  the  computed  expense  of  the 

post-otBcVat 9,240 

A.*-  the  a**tiial  charge  of  the  same 
in  the  year  lti08-9;  amounted 
to 19,926 

An  increase  will  be  exhibited  un-)      .  ^^^ 
der  tins  hiad  to  the  amount  of  $       '°^ 

If  the  comparison  were  made  with  the 
year  179^-3,  as  in  the  post-office  revenues, 
an  increase  of  char^'c  would  be  exhibited 
in  the  sum  of  11,5791. 
Ai^cording  to  the  book  of  esta- 
blishments the  expense  in  179*1 

was 8,560 

And  in  180a,    -    -    - 18,114 

Being  an  increase  of     -    -    -    -  L.9,854 

The  disbursements  include  contingencies 
of  a  casual  desctiption  which  are  not  stated 
in  the  book  of  esiablishments.  Of  the  in- 
crease 1,7181.  is  to  be  as{>ribed  to  an  addi- 
tion to  the  allowance  of  ttie  postmaster- 
general,  and  to  tlie  revival  of  the  office  of 
d(  pirty  ;  tl  e  remainder  is  in  the  inferior 
branciios  of  the  establishment,  from  the 
necessity  of  fixing,  from  time  to  time,  new 
poht-,  in  consequence  of  the  great  exten* 
sion  of  the  territories  on  the  Peninsula. 
With  respect  to  a  part  of  the  period  in  the 
statement,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  war 
has  been  the  means  of  occasionally  adding 
to  tlie  expense,  as  tlie  tap  pals,  or  runners^ 
found  more  difficulties  in  pursuing  their 
routes.  In  the  year  179V-3,  the  receipts 
exctcded  theciiarges  by  3,0001.  but  in  the 
year  1808-9,  the  charpe  was  greater  in 
the  ^ainc  ameUnt.  The  prospect  is  how- 
ever held  fortii,  in  the  estimate  for  1809-10, 
ttiat  the  expenses  under  this  head  will 
be  more  than  covered  by  the  receipts, 
which  is  to  be  ascribed  to  regulations  re* 
cently  made. 

The  Civil  CHAncES, 

Were  estimated  in  1793  at    -    -    112,000 

But  excluding  tl.e  post*offiee,  for 

reasons  givt  n  in  ibe  obi^erva- 

tiousnpontWat  heed  the  amount 

will  be 102,76a 

In  the  year  1  b08-9  thev  amount- 
ed to      -      .    .    -    1    -    .    .    103,807 

Being  an  inerease  of     -    .    *    -1^1,047 
b  2  ^ 
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The  civil  charges  inchide  the  saUries 
and  allowancet  ot  the  membera  of  go- 
▼emment,  and  of  the  several  offices  at 
the  presidency,  with  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  sam^  vi*.  the  secretary's, 
■ccoontant-general's,  Stc.  and  are  exclu- 
sive of  tliose  of  the  judicial  and  revenue 
departments,  which  are  shewn  in  distinct 
cwamns. 

Referrinf;  to  this  column  of  the  state- 
ment it  will  appear,  notwithstanding  the 
small  difference  sliewn  upon  this  compari- 
son, that,  compared  wilh  several  of  the 
years  immediately  subsequent  10^793,  the 
estimate  was  taken  H|K>n  rather  too  low  a 
scale,  although  yi  the  year  1796-7  the 
chaice  disbursed  fell  short  of  that  amonnt. 
As  the  charees  in  the  statement  are  those 
actually  disbursed,  tlie  average  may  form 
tha  best  criterion  for  directiuff  the  judg- 
nent  in  this  case.  Upon  this  principfe 
it  will  appear  that,  on  the  average  of  the 
first  seven  years,  to  1798-9,  the  charge 
amounted  toi^(),<K)Ol.;  and  on  the  niue  years, 
1799-1800  to  I807-8,to  1  i«3,0OOl.Thc  expense 
of  the  year  1808-9  was  nearly  20,0001, 
-below  that  amount,  and  less  tlian  the 
year  immediattly  preceding  by  nearly 
58,0^1.  Considerable  retrenchments  are 
atatM  to  have  been  made  in  the  year  18p8, 
the  general  effect  of  which  are  shewn 
in  the  disbuncment  of  the  year  last  referred 
to. 

It  roust  have  been  remarked  that  in 
soase  years  the  charges  are  much  greater 
than  in  others,  but  as,  on  the  general 
average,  the  excess  beyond  the  esthnate 
of  1193  is  not  in  a  very  considerable  sum, 
and  as  they  appear  to  have  been  reduced 
in  the  last  year  to  an  amount  but  little  ex- 
ceeding that  estimate,  and  below  the^two 
averages  whidi  have  been  shewn,  no^fhr- 
tlier  observation  in  this  place  appears  re- 
quisite, further  than  hi  exphination  of  the 
very  material  difference  which  exists  be- 
tween the  amonnt  in  the  column  of  the 
statement  now  under  consideration,  and 
what  is  stated  afiparently  under  the  same 
head  in  the  abstract  of , the  es.ablishment 
books,  in  which  Die  fixed  expense  for 
1808  is  more  than  the  ckarge  disbursed 
in  I808^*,by  194,0001.  It  is  not  practicable 
to  explain  this  difference  with  minute  de- 
tail, but  it  is  generally  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  circumstance  of  the  expense  in  the 
establishment  book  inclnding  a  number 
of  articles,  which,  in  the  disimisemeots, 
are  thrown  under  the  distinct  heads  to 
which  they  respectively  belong.  The  sti- 
pends  to  the  family  of  Tiopoo,  to  the 
amount  of  80,0001.  is  one  ot  the  articles 
alluded  to ;  expenses  hi  Mysore,  and  of 
the  pott  office,  are  others. 

Judicial.    . 

These  charges  are  not  distinctly  stated 

in  the  accounts  presented  to  Paruament. 

In  those  accounts  they  are  blended  with 

the  civil  charges  in  genetal,  and  iaclude 


such  as  appertun  to  the  jaificiil  i 
tratioo  or  the  ceded  and  conquered  dis- 
tricts. 

The  separation  has  been  made  for  the 
purpose  of  a  more  minute  exanuBatka, 
upon  tlie  principles  explained  in  the  former 
part  of  this  reporL  The  sum  shewn  in  tins 
column  relates  to  the  ancient  possessioBS, 
and  includes  the  charges  attending  the 
administiation  of  justice  in  the  Europeaa 
courts,  vrhich  in  the  fqor  first  years  com- 
prised only  the  mayor's  court  and  the 
court  of  requests.  In  the  years  1796-7 
and  1 797-8  they  were  increased  by  tbe  grant 
of  salaries  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  at 
Madras,  the  expense  of  some  inferior  coorti 
at  the  subordinate  settlements,  and  the 
allowances  of  the  conipany*s  lawofiicos. 
The  charges  of  the  year  179^9  were  af- 
fected  by  an  alteration  in  the  principle 
of  the  administratiod  of  justice  in  these 
courts  at  the  presidency,  by  the  iAstitutiiia 
of  a  recorder's  court,  under  the  act  of  the 
S7th  George  5d.  cap.  142,  passed  the  20Hk 
July,  1797,  intitnled,  **  an  act  for  the 
better  administratiou  of  justice  at  CU- 
cutta,  Madras,  and  Bombay,  Ace**  Thp* 
institution  was  rendered  void  by  tbe  act 
of  the  39th  and  40th,  cap.  79,  passed  the 
:^8th  Jul^,  1800,  intituled  *<  aa  act  for 
establishing    further  repilations  for   the 

fovenmicnt  of  tlie  Bndsh  territories  in 
ndia,  and  the  better  administratioB  of 
justice  withm  the  same."  Under  tins  act 
his  Mi^esty  was  empowered  to  estabiidi 
a  supreme  court  of  judicature  at  Madias, 
consisting  of  the  like  number  of  pcnoDs  as 
the  supreme  court  at  Fort-WiUiam.  TV 
expenses  of  tliis^  court  fall  upon  the 
,  accounts  from  the  year  1801  -3.  In  the  re- 
marks upon  the  revenues  it  has  'been 
shewn  that  the  first  iutrodnotion  of  the 
judicial  system  in  practice  in  the  prorinces 
under  the  Bengal  government  into  tbe 
territories  ufider  the  administration  of  the 
government  of  Madras,  was  in  conseqnesce 
of  instructions  for  that  purpose  in  the 
years  1799  and  1800.  AlthoughaoiAe  coorts 
were  instituted  in  part  of  the  conqoered 
districts  m  the  year  1800-1,  no  charge  ap- 
pears to  have  been  stated  in  this  colomn  for 
the  new  zillah  or  provincial  courts  till  the 
year  l80«-3,  from  which  period  the  carry- 
ing the  system  into  complete  eO^ct  has 
added  to  the  expense  till  the  vear  1806-7, 
when  tj;e  total  charge  amounted  to  lt5,9hOL 
In  1067-8  it  yras  11,0001.  less,  and  hi 
1808-9  it  Was  reduced  to  193,97BL  TV 
great  expense  of  these  establishmenti 
has  dravni  the  particular  attentioo  of 
the  government  of  Madras,  who  have 
been  very  active  in  adopting  measures 
of  retrenchment.  The  success  of  those 
measures  is  apparent  in  the  two^last  years 
of  the  statement,  and  a  prospect  ex]8&  that 
further  reductions  will  foe  effected  in  diii 
expenditure,  not  only  as  it'isshewdki  tlus 
colanrn,  bat  u  it  is'uicQrred  in  tbe  cadcd 
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and  coBqn^red  districts.  It  should,  hpw- 
ever,  be  remarked,  that  the  expense  here 
stated  is  not  in  the  whole  strictly  chargeable 
to  this  head.  As  the  jonsdiction  of  the 
•ndderor  chief  conrt  at  the  presidency,  and 
of  the  conrts  of  circuit,  extends  to  the  whole 
df  the  districts,  tk  proportion  of  the 
charzes  of  those  conrts  belongs  to  the 
ceded  and  conquered  provinces.  The 
expense  only  of  the  zillah  conrts  within 
those  districts  has  been  charged  to  them. 
It  woold  have  rendered  the  statement  more 
accurate  if  it  had  been  practicable  lo  shew 
distinctly  the  expenses  under  those  sepa- 
rate heaiqs. 

The  revenue  charges,  or  the  expences 
of  collecting  the  revenues  and  customs  of 
the  ancient  possessions  under  the  Madras 
government,  were  estimated,  in  the  year 

179S,at L.t56,0O0 

In  the  year  180G-9  ikey  amount- 
ed to     - 333,024 

being  an  increase  of   •    -    -      L,   77,0i^ 

The  calculation  of  the  esthnate  in  the 
.year  1793  appears  to  have  been,  in  some 
degree,  governed  by  the  estimate  of  the 
year  1791-2.  It  was,  however,  less  than 
that  estimate  by  11,000/.  At  tlial  pe- 
riod, the  revenue  svstem  at  Madras  .was 
materially  different  nrom  what  it  is  at  the 
present  time.  The  introduction  of  tlie  per- 
manent settlement  into  tliese  districts,  to 
which  the  greatest  change  is  to  be  ascribed, 
has  already  been  adverted  to ;  it  is  however 
proper,  upon  this  occasion,  to  remark  that, 
antecedent  to  the  carrying  the  principles  of 
the  permanent  liettlernent  into  effect,  the 
fevcnne  administration  of  the  most  comi. 
derable  part  was  altered  by  the  abolition 
of  the  cldefships  of  Masulipatam  and  Viza- 
gapatam,  and  the  residency  of  Ganjam, 
and  the  separation  of  the  lands  under  their 
respective  superintendency  into  nine  divi- 
sions, with  a  collector  to  each  ;  viz.  Masu- 
lipatam four,  Vizagapatam  three,  Oanjam 
one,  and  Gontoor  one.  This  arrangement 
vn»  advised  by  letter  dated  33d  November, 
1794.  On  the  three  years  previous  to  it 
the  average  charge  was  below  the  estimate 
in  1793  in  the  sum  of  t^s,000/.  On  the 
average  of  the  next  seven  years,  179'' -6 
to  1801-2  inclusive,  thechargcwas  S47,000i. 
After  that  period  the  permanent  settlement 
was  gradually  introduced,  and  the  average 
charge  of  the  next  seven  years,  180^-3  to 
1608-9,  was  396,000^.  Notwitlistaudincr  the 
expectation,  that  the  separaiion  of  the 
judicial  department  would  be  the  means  of 
reducing  the  expenc<^  of  the  revenue  de^ 
partment,  if  tlie  latter  average  were  taken 
On  the  six  years,  the  amount  would  be 
406,000(.  Rptrenchments  are  reported  to 
have  been  made  in  the  years  1807  and  1808 
to  which  the  reduced  charge  In  the  year 
^8-9  may  be  principally  ascribed. 


It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this  head  of 
charge  includes  the  payment  to  the  Nizam 
of  a  peishcnsfa  or  annual  tribute  for  the 
northern  circars,  amounting  to  80,000/. 
The  extraordinary  amount  of  the  charge 
of  the  year  180rr7  arises  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Peishcush  for  two  years  and  a 
half.  The  charges,  as  actually  disbinrsed, 
considerably  exceed  the  amount  in  the  ab- 
stract of  the  establishments,  as  the  latter 
do  not  include  the  Pei»hcush  fbr  the  Cir- 
cars, the  salt  advances,  and  sundry  other 
contingent  and  extraordinary  expences. 
Dutch  Settlements. 

The  charges  under  ^is  head  were  first 
brought  into  the  accounts  hi  the  year 
1796-7,  although  the  settlements  were  ob- 
tained by  couquest  in  the  year  preceding* 
Other  'expences  in  the  military  depart- 
ment were  incurred  upon  this  account  to 
a  very  considerable  amount,'  and  prind- 

Sally  included  in  the  militaiy  charges  of  the 
[adras  presidency  from  1795-6  to  1801-2. 
The  charges  sfiited  in  tills  column  for  the 
same  period,  are  chiefly  the  civil  expences 
of  (^ylon,  the  eastern  islands,  and  Ma* 
lacca. 

In  December,  1801,  Ceylon  ceased  to  be 
under  the  government  of  the  company,  as 
stated  in  the  remarks  upon  the  receipts. 
The  great  amount  of  the  charge  in  the  years 
180:^-3  to  1 805-6  arises  from  an  alteration  ia 
the  mode  of  s  tating  (he  account,  by  includioff 
the  whole  of  the  military  charges  disbursed 
on  account  of  the  eastern  islands.  These 
islands  having  been  surrendered  to  the 
Dutch  in  consequence  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  and  Malacca  *in  part  abandoned, 
the  charge  in  the  two  last  years  is  mostly,  on 
account  of  the  cliank  and  pearl  fishery  at 
Tutacorin.  ^^^ 

With  respect  to  the  changes  stated  io 
this  column,  and  to  those  which  were  in- 
cluded in  the  military  charges  as  above  ad- 
verted to,  it  is  to  be  observed, Jthat  an  ac- 
count has  been  drawn  out,  comprizing  not 
only  those  charges  respectively,  but  every 
advance  and  disbursement  made  by  the 
East  In<Ha  company  on  account  of  the 
capture  and  maintenance  of  th«»se  settle- 
ments, the  amount  of  wluch  has  been 
brought  forward  as  a  claim  upon  the  pub- 
lic, in  conformity  with  the  principles  on 
which  the  seveml  expeditions  against  them 
were  undertaken ;  and  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  ParUameht,  and  undergone  the 
examination  of  coranoittees  in  the  sessions 
of  1805  and  1808,  '^uras  have  been  voted, 
on  the  leports  of  those  committees,  to  the 
East  India  company,  on  account  thereof. 

Bom  HAY  Charges. 
The  civil,  marine,  and  revenue  charges  of 
the  presidency  of  Bombay,  exclusive  of  the 
charge  of  the  ceded   aud   conc|nered  dis- 
tricts, are  now  to  be  exiunined. 
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lo  179S  they  were  f  siimated  at   JL  177,750 
In  1808-9  they  amounted  to    -    -    370,572 


bang  an  increase  of    - 


L.  I9.?v=>2i 


The  Cr\iL  Chargeh 
wer«  ettimatid,  in  1795,  at    -    i^    90,000 
and  amounted,  in  1808-9,  to     •       106,751 


being  an  increase  of 


16,751 


ITic  estimate  of  the  year  1793  was  cal- 
culated on  the  a^eraice  expence  of  the  five 
preceding  years.  The  average  of  the  fi*e 
years,  179t-:4 1^  1796-7,  exceeded  this  egti- 
mate  in  the  sum  of  1 4,oooi.  The  expence 
in  the  year  1808-^  being  only  i'v500/.  more 
than  the  averaiee  last  adverted  to,  it  does 
pot  appear  necessary  to  enter  largely  upon 
explanations  of  the  detail  of  the  ditlertnce 
which  haji  been  exhibited  ;  and  it  may  suf- 
fice to  remark,  that  this  column  includes 
the  charges  of  the  jiidicisl  dqKtrtntcnt,  and, 
of  the  post-office  and  mmt,  and  that  the  in- 
stitution of  a  recorder's  court  at  the  presi- 
dency in  the  jiar  1798-9,  the  introduction 
of  judicial  arrangements,  and  tlie  ch.uige  of 
the  mode  of  administration  at  Surat^  are 
generally  to  be  referred  to  as  the  causes  of 
the  increase  which  has  been  shewn.  It  may,- 
howerer,  be  proper  to  observe,  i expecting 
those  years  in  this  column  in  which  the  ex- 
pences  have  very  tar  exceeded  botli  the 
averages  above  slicwn,  and  tlie  chafi^e  of 
the  year  1808-9,  that  it  is  not  praelicable 
at  the  present  time;  to  trace  with  precision 
the  causes  of  the  excesses.  They  appear 
to  have  been  Tarious,  and  principally  ca- 
sual and  contingent.  During  the  years  in 
which  the  government  was  en^a^ed  in  hos- 
tilities vffth  Tippoo  or  the  Mahrattas,  the 
police  corps  were  necessarily  increased  in 
consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  military 
force.  Much  expence  was  incurred  by  ad- 
ditional political  residencies  iu  the  Kcd  Sea 
and  Persian  gulph,and  by  the  employment  of 
native  agents.  In  the  \ear  ^B04-5,  in  wiiirh 
the  largest  disbursement  is  exhibited,  a  cou- 
siderable  expenditure  was  occasioned  by 
the  relief  afforded  to  the  native  inhabitants, 
who  were  brought  to  circumstancrs  of  ex- 
treme distress  by  the  prevalence  of  famine. 
Since  that  period  the  expences  appc  ar  to 
have  gradually  decrtased,  which  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  cessation  of  contingent  de- 
mands, and  to  the  exertions  of  the  ^overi.« 
nient  to  carry  into,  effect  measures  of  re- 
trenchment 

The  Marine  Charges 
were  estimated,  in  1793,  at     •    L,   74,t50 
and  amounted,  in  the  year  1808-9, 

to    -    -    - 167,440 

being  an  increase  of   -    •    -      L.   93,190 

The  estimate  of  1793,  was  calculated,  in 
this  instance  likewise,  on  the  average  of 
ive  years.    This  calculation  was  fiilly  jus- 


ti6ed.  for  although  it  was  exceeded  in  ihe 
two  first  years,  179J-3  and  1795-4,  on  the 
average  of  seven  years,  4  79^-3  and  17i>8^, 
the  expense  was  only  7t^,000l.  The  in- 
crease of  charge  in  and  after  the  year 
1799-1800  requires  Bom^  remark,  and  more 
particularly  as  a  very  material  part  of 
tbe  addition  thus  made  was  of  a  permanent 
description.  The  marine  estMbliahment 
of  this  presidency  was  originally  instated, 
and  has  been  maintained  for  services  of  con- 
siderable importance  to  the  interest  of  the 
company,  and  to  the  commerce  in  grneral 
on  the  western  »ide  of  India.  It  is  in  fact 
a  species  of  navy.  The  merits  and  servicet 
of  the  oibccis,  and  tlie  extensive  benefits 
derived  by  tlie  ducks  and  arsenals,  are  well 
known.  The  immediate  leading  objects 
of  this  e^tablishnicnt  are. 

1st.  Ttic  prolection^f  the  trade,  which 
is  conbidi'raole,  from  port  to  port^  from 
piratical  cruixers. 

?d.  Tlie  defence  of  tlie  company's  trade, 
and  posscs^ions  in  time  of  war,  against 
Europciin  enemies. 

3d.     Tlie  transport  of  troops,  fitc 
4th.     Forinaking nautical  discoveries. 
6th.  For  conveying  packets  to  and  froa 
thcKed.Sea,  6tc. 

In  the  \ear  1798,  the  court  of  directors 
entered  upon  a  full  examination  of  the 
subject  of  the  marine  ,  department  of  this 
presidency,  iu  nliich  tiiey  took  into  consi- 
deration tUe  deficiency  of  tlieestatilishment 
upon  its  cou^titution  at  tliattime,  and  for- 
warded such  instructions  for  its  improve* 
ment  in  every  ixspeet  as  appeared  requisite. 
The  situation  of  the  officers  drew  likewise 
tUiir  particular  attention,  and  rdnHatious 
were  p:i»sed  respecting  ti:ejr  rank,  placing 
it  iu  relative  proportion  with  that  of  tke 
officers  of  the  army,  uhich  had  recently 
been  confHidcrably  improved.  Thf  principle 
of  grdutinsT  furlough,  and  altoviiiii;  toLai  rc- 
tirenunt  ;iflor  prescribed  periods  with  the 
pay  of  the  rcspccti\e  raiiK»,  was  also  in- 
stituted, in  like  inauntr  as  in  the  militar/ 
service.  Tiic  wliole  of  these  arrange- 
ments was  coniiKunicuted  to  the  Bombay 
government,  by  letter  dated  1st  August, 
179a. 

From  the  nature  of  tlie  service,  in  the 
time  of  war  parliru!rtrly,  the  annual  ex- 
pense of  tills  depurtmentis  flue! uatiug  and 
uncertain  in  it^  amount,  as  will  appear 
by  the  inspeciion  of  the  colnmn  n^w 
nnder  examiuation.  Measures  are,  how- 
ever, adtpled  to  check  and  control  the 
expenditure,  and  keep  it  within  such  hmits 
as  are  consistent  with  the  efficiency  of  the 
service. 

The  Revenue  Charges, 
Were  estimated  in  1793  at    -    -    13,500 
And  amonnted  in  the  year  1808-9, 
to     -• 96,081 


Being  an  increase  of  -    •    -    •    L.  83,581 
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The  eftinste  was ^  in  tbi«  instance  like- 
wise, calculated  on  the  avenise  expense  of 
the  five  preceding,  years.  It  appears  to 
have  been  justified  by  the  average  of  the 
five  years  from  179:^^  to  1796-7,  which 
amounted  to  i4,S0()l.  It  is  to  he  remarked 
that  these  charges  include  the  expense  at^ 
tending  the  collection  of  the  land  revenues, 
the  customs,  and  the  farms  and  licences. 
The  increase  in  the  receipts  on  the  tvro 
last  articles  has  been  before  noticed,  and 
the  occasion  of  it  ascribed  principally  to  the 
arrangements  made  with  the  nabob  of 
Surat  in  the  year  1800 ;  also  to  the  levy  of 
new  duties.  The  revenue  management  at 
Sarat,  and  the  stipulated  payments  to  the 
nabob,  are  the  principal  causes  of  the  in- 
crease now  shewn.  The  alterations  in  tlie 
management  of  the  revenues  of  Salsette 
have  produced  a  part  of  it. 


The  examination  in  detail  of  the  several, 
heads  of  Revenue  and  (.Charge  being  com- 
pleted, it  remains  to  direct  the  attention  to 
the  final  results  produced  by  the  financial 
operations  which  have  been  brought  under 
review.  The  first  object  is  to  shew  how  far 
the  revenues  of  the  presidencies  of  Bengal, 
Madras,  and  Bombay,  during  the  period 
which  has  been  under  examination,  have 
beeni  sufficient  lo  meet  the  charges  imme- 
diately attending  upon  the  administration 
of  them. 

The  investigation  of  the  detail  ^f  the 
items  of  revenue  and  charge  has  been  made 
'  on  statements  a<yusted  and  drawn  out  upon 
principles  to  meet  the  particular  mode  on 
which  it  was  ori:;inaily  proposed  to  conduct 
it,  as  dbtmctly  explained  m  a  former  part 
of  this  report.  This  mode,  however  suit- 
able to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  adopted, 
does  not  ftimish  the  means  of  discovering 
the  powers  of  the  revenues  of  each  presi- 
dency respectively  to  meet  its  charges. 
It  is  therefore  proposed  to  proceed  upon  the 
examination  of  the  results  upon  a  principle 
b^  which  this  Object  may  be  attained.  To 
this  end  it  is  necessary  to  refer  to  tlie  several 
statements  in  the  appendix  first  adverted 
to  at  the  beginning  of  this  report,  which 
shew  both  the  detai)  and  the  results  of  the 
revenues  and  chargts  of  .the  three  presiden- 
cies, likewise  a  general  statement  of  the 
whole ;  and  here  the  remark  is  to  be  re- 
peated, that  the  results  in  it  are  precisely 
similar  to  the  results  in  the  general  account, 
whicti  has  been  the  basis  of  the  ex- 
amination already  made.  The  general  state- 
ment, marked  No.  3,  is  first  to  be  referred 
to.  On  this  view  it  will  appear  that  in  the 
year,  1793,  it  was  estimated  that,  after 
paying  the  direct  ct»rges  of  tlie  govern- 
ments of  three  presidencies,  exclusive  of 
the  supply  to  Bencoolen,  6rc.  the  commer- 
cial charges  and  Uie  interest   npon  tha 


debts,  a  net  revenue  wonld  remain  to  tba 

amount  of 1,776,60# 

And  that,  on  the  same  principle, 

there  would  remun  in  the 

year  1808-9,  a  net  revenue 

amounting  to ?,373,8dl 


Being  an  excess  of  net  re- 
venue above  the  estimate,] 
in  tliis  vi^w,in  the  siun  < 


net  re- 1 

itimate,> 
siun  of) 


L.  593,831 


The  view  of  this  statement  fujthersug-> 
gests  the  inference  that,  in  point  of  fact« 
tlie  revenues  of  India  were  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  cover  the  immediate  char^^cs 
of  the  government  of  it  upon  the  prin- 
ciples 130 w  stated,  during  the  whole  of  the 
period  from  179a:-3  to  1808-9,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years  only,  1805-6  and 
1806-7;  in  which  years  the  charges  of. 
the  Mahratta  war,  and  the  arrears  of  , 
those  charges,  bore  with  the  greatest 
pressure. 

It  is,  however, to  be  remarked,  that  other 
demands  which  have  fallen  upon  the.  reve- 
nues of  IndLi  remain  to  be  examined,, 
before  it  will  be  practicable  to  pursue  tlie 
investigation  of  the  fiual  results.  .  These 
demands  are  described  in  the  column 
of  the  statement  as  supplies,  to  Ben- 
coolen, Penang,  6ic,  and  the  interest  on 
the  debts. 

These  several  articles  cannot,  in  cither 
case,  be  considered  as  wholly  of  apolitical 
or  oif  a  commercial  description,  although 
they  have  uniformly  been  brought  forward 
in  the  accounts  from  year  to  year  as  a  di- 
rect demand  upon  tiie  revenues  of  India, 
and  have  very  materially  affected  the  gene- 
ral resul6  of  the  same.  The -commercial 
charges  might  have  been  brought  under  ul>- 
servation  in  this  place  ;  but  it  having  been 
usual  to  exclude  tliera  in  every  political  con- 
sideration of  the  finances,  they  will  be 
the  subject  of  remark  in  another  part  pf 
this  report. 

Tlie  supplies  to  Bencoolen,  Pe- 
nang, &c.  were  entiraatcd  in 
the  year  1793  at  the  sum  of  -    Z..  50,000 
The  actual  supply  in  the  year 

1808-9  was 158,208 


Being  an  increase  of  -    - 


.  L.  108,^08 


It  has  been  remarked  that  this  head  of 
charge  may  be  considered  as  neither  wholly 
political  nor  wholly  commercial.  This  re* 
mark  is  in  part  justified  by  the  ciiarge  itself, 
as  in  some  years  the  advances  to  Bencoolen 
far  exceeded  the  demand  for  tiie  direct  ex- 
penses of  the  residency,  and  most  in  such 
case  have  been  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
pepper,  which  is  the  principal  article  of 
the  trade  of  the  island,  and  is  supposed  to 
be  the  ground,  in  a  commercial  view  at 
least,  of  its  retention.  The  cultivation  of 
other  spices  has  also  been  introdaced  tM 
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m  coHsideniblf  extent,  and  thc»M  plan-, 
tations  are  nodentood  to  be  in  a  ikmrithtag 
sUte. 

Altbongh  Prince'of  WaleitXlshind  has  not 
bitluTto  produced  any  materhil  sources  of 
trade  except  PtppeV,  it  \%  a  station  of 
grcut  conmiercial  a:i  well  as  poliucal  im- 
P'lttance,  fi-om  its  situation  in  a  conve- 
■ient  tract  for  the  pa^aal:e  to  und  from 
Oiioa,  and  fi  om  its  proximity  to  tlie  conti- 
nent. 

Tbe  napply  to  these  settlements,  from 
being  beluw  thrir  actual  wants,  appear  to 
have  i>een  esiimatttl  in  the  year  17VS,  at  a 
small  amount.  Tlte  diffdrenrc  betw^f'cn 
the  supply  and  the  demand,  particularly 
as  it  r4 ;  pccts  BenrooUn,  mtist  have  l*een 
found  fii^m  other  souiccs,  probdbly  from 
Europe.  The  ani<  uiit  of  tbe  supplies  bas 
tinifonnly  exceeded  the  estimate  of  1793, 
■  except  the  year  179S-4.  The  average 
from  l79?-S'to  94-5  was  66,0001.;  it 
will  be  observed  ti»at  after  tliat  period, 
the  expense  in  this  column  was  carried  to 
an  amount  very  far  exceeding  both  the 
original  estimate  and  the  average  now  stated. 
Considerable  alteiations  have  been  made 
in  the  administration  or  management  of 
these  settlements.  Hith  respect  to  Ben- 
coolen,  it  isf'  be  observed  that  the  increas- 
ing charge  <irew  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Court  of  Directors  in  the  year  1801 ; 
when  finding  that,  by  the  la te.«t. accounts, 
the  annual  loss  incurred  by  tliis  settlement 
exceeded  87,oool.  they  sent  instr actions 
to  Bengal  for  a  very  considt* rable  redaction 
of  the  «.«tablisbment,  botli  civil  and  mi- 
litary. The  expense  of  tlie  new  plan  was 
calculated  to  amount  to  61,640  dollars,  or 
1.5,4101.  pel'  annum.  Measures  were  taken 
to  carry  these  orders  into  effect,  but  it  does 
Bot  appear  that  retrcnrhments  were  ever 
made  to  the  amoniit  directed. 

•The  alteration,  by  reducing  the  settle- 
ments subordinate  to  Fort  Marlborough^ 
rendered  it  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
covenanted  servants  removed  in  conse- 
onence  thereof.  The>  were  transferre<i  to 
uie  Mudias  establishment,  and  tbe  Act  42 
Geo.  III.  cap.  «9  was  passed,  anthoriMng 
the  company  to  mak(  the  settlement  subor- 
dinate to  Bengal,  and  to  transfer  tlie  sii- 
peruumerary  >«ervants  to  the  establishment 
of  Madras.  The  increasing  expences  of, 
and  tne  abuses  which  prcvaded  in  tlie 
managemeiit  of  this  settlement,  had  not 
esca|  cd  the  attention  of  th*  supreme 
government  of  Bengal.  So  early  as  the 
year  1799  tlioy  deputed  a  commfs^ic-ner, 
with  special  powers  to  inqcire  into,  and 
l^medy  the  same.  This  ccnuKissioner  pro- 
ceeded thitlier,  and  continued  his  fimetions 
till  tiie  year  1805,  wl^ji  Uis  commission 
wasanulled.  Tlie  immediate  purposes  ef 
his  appomtment  were  far  from  being  an- 
swered, as  appears  np«n  the  face  c?  the 
tecooBt  trom  the  year  1799-1800 1»  1806-6. 


la  tbe  same  year  tnother  _ 
■l^paiiited  as  raridcst,  wfao  exerted  I 
with  great  effect  in  the  necessary  roeas^ts 
of  reform ;  bot  nnfbrtonatdy  loat  his  We 
b^  assassinatioQ  by  the  natives.  Tbrpo^ 
Itis  exertions  the  net  charge  of  the  nettle- 
meat,  which,  on  tlie  arerage  of  cigkt 
years,  I79tv^  to  ieo.V6,  aoioiiBted  to 
1I7,000<.  was  reduced  in  1806-7  to  57^5^ 
The  actnat  aecoimts  of  1807-8  are  wtot  re- 
ceived, bnt  the  charge  in  1808-9  is  csH- 
mated  at  33,000/. 

In  tbe  year  ir93,  the  settlement  at  Aw 
nang,  or  Prince  of  Wales's  IslaRdy  wm 
under  tbe  manacement  of  a  woperintrndct ; 
the  expences  incurred  were  tiiose  of  ham 
salary  and  estabiislMnenty  and  of  the  de- 
tachment stationed  there.  As  tbe  valaeof 
the  settlement  rose  in  importance  in  a  eoa»- 
mercial  view,  mstmetions  were  sent  fiom 
Emland  to  Bengal  by  letter,  dated  28th 
August,  1800,  for  the  appoiutrociit  of  a 
seaior  civil  servant  as  snperinteiHient,  hat 
the  sapreme  government  liad already  noau- 
nated  a  military  officer  of  retpectabiity 
as  lieutenant-governor.  la  the  year  1805 
the  government  of  this  Ishmd  was  enaati 
tnted  a  presidency,  with  a  goirenior  aad 
council,  subordinate  to  the  saprenae  ga-> 
vemment  on  the  same  principle  as  the  other 
presidencies,  and  speaal  instmctiona  were 
issued  for  its  future  manateroent. 

In  the  year  1 807  a  ebarter  of  joatice  was 
granted,  and  his  roi^ty  appointed  a  re- 
corder for  its  doe  administratton  in  the 
Island.  The  session  1808  was  the  first  ia 
which  separate  acconnts  for  this  settleaient 
were  presented  to  •  FarTianent.  The  ave- 
rage expeuce  from  1804-5  to  1807-8  is 
79,4711.  The  charge  of  1808-9  is  esti- 
mated at  101,000^.  a  recorder^  court  haTilkg 
been  instituted,  the  chifrge  of  Malacca 
being  indnded,  and  the  military  axpease 
peater ;  but  a  reduction  of  expence  may 
hereafter  be  expecied  under  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors  for  that  purpose  in 
the  year  1B09. 

The  column  shewing  the  interest  paid  on 
the  debts  requires  but  little  remark  in  this 
place,  as  the  amount  is  leovenied  entirely 
by  that  of  the  debt^itself,  which,  hong  a 
point  for  separMte  cuusidemtiOB,  wiU  be 
adverted  to  hereafVer.  The  smn  estima«ed, 
in  179S,  to  be  pa^abtc^  on  the  debt  then 
existing,  amoimted  to  661,9981.  This  cal- 
culation behng  necessarily  made  on  the 
piincipal  of  Me  debt  at  various  periods, 
for  Bengal  and  Madras  in  Jaonary,  1791, 
and  Bombay,  so  far  back  as  October, 
1791,  cannot  be  considered  as  altogether  a 
correct  ground  of  comparison  with  the 
interest  paid  in  1808-9.  Referring  to  the 
statement  of  the  debts,  marked  Ho.  7,  ift 
which  die  principal  is  made  no  to  the  30th 
April,  1799,  tbe  end  of  tbe  ofRdal  year,  it 
will  appear  that  the  amoant  <^  tvterest 
payable  on  the  same  was  61«^09^    Bytha 
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ttetment  No.  f ,  nader  piHmt  contideni- 
ti<>n,  the  interetl  actually  paid  id  the  year 
t792-3  was        -        -        '    L.    6S6,%i6 
Deducting  this  fom  freni  -     2,941,665 

'  the  aroonnt  paid  for  interest 
on  tlie  debt  in  the  year 
1808-9,  an  i  xcess  in  ths 
latter  period  will  be  ex- 
hiluted,  amounting  to  -  X«.  1,605,439 


It  may  finrtber  be  miifked  thtt,  is  it  wil 
hereafter  appear  that  the  chmrge  of  tbe 
other  pr(5idencies  has,  with  the  exception 
of  two  yeani  only  at  Madras,  very  consi- 
dera4)ly  exceeded  the  revenues,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  iha<  a  part  of  the  loans  at  Ben- 
gal niit^t  have  been  raised  in  aid  of  their 
want*,  in  such  amount  as  thair  own  rfr- 
soiifres,  from  loans  or  other  means^  were 
not  f  officient  to  meet  the  d^ 


It  U  proper  to  be  observed,  with  respect 
to  th<*  column  of  tbe  interest  paid  at  Ken- 
gal,  which  so  considerably  exceeds  tho^e 
of  the  other  presidencies,  that  the  ex« 
pense  exhibited  in  it  is  not  to  be  entirely 
looked  upon  as  tlie  intrrest  of  the  proper 
debt  of  tLat  prcnidency  ;  for  although,  as 
the  s«>at  of  tiie  supreme  govenimenf^  and 
the  central  point  of, the  general  admrmstra* 
tion  of  India,  the  loana  rnKf  d  from  time  to 
time  mght  naturally  be  expected  to  be 
greater  Uian  at  the  .other  presidencies,  it 
must  be  taken  mto  consideration  that  it 
1mm  been  the  practice  to  hqoidat'  the  debts 
of  those  pr^jntlencies  by  transfers  \o  Ben- 
fld,  consequently  the  Bengal  debt  would 
ye  enhanced  in  the  amount  so  transferred. 


Your  committee  wilTnow  proceed  to  the 
examination  of  the  final  result,  ih  a  finan- 
cial view,  of  the  extensive,  and^  in  some 
degree,  complicated  transactions  wfaidi 
have  been  tiie  objects  of  consideration  and 
remark.  It  has  been  stated  in  a  former, 
part  of  this  report,  tliat,  on  the  compari- 
son with  the  result  estimated  in  the  year 
1795,  the  result  of  the  actual  accounts  of 
the  year  1808-  was  more  unfavourable  i» 
the.  sum  »f  1,1 89,61 9i.  the  estimate  having 
calculated  on  a  surplus  revenue  w 
1 163,577/.  and  the  actual  accounts  of 
ia08-p  having  shewn  a  surplus  diarge  of 
26,04if/. 

I'he  difference  may  be  stated,  in  a  gene* 
ral  way,  to  have  arisen  as  follows : 


JRevenues 

Charges  of  government 

Jfet  revenue 


Supplies  to  Bencoolen,  Penan?,  &c. 
Interest  on  the  debtJs       -       -     - 

Total 


Surplus  revenue 
Surplus  charge 


Deterioration,  as  shewn  above 


Estimate 
1793. 

Actnal 
Accounts 

Iiicreaae. 

L. 

6,963,6«'> 
5,188,1J5 

15,5*5.0.55 
13,»5I,ri4 

L. 

8,5r,l,430 
7,963,099 

1,775,500 

1%:>7.S,8.U 

598,331 

50,000 

561,92:) 

158,208 
t,241,r;65 

108,208 
l,679,74f 

611,92.1 

2,399,875 

1,788,950 

1,163,577 

26,042 

L.  1,189,619 


From  this  view  it  is  ascertained  that,  al- 
though the  revenuf'S  bava  increased  in  the 
toui  of  8^5^1,4^/.  the  inciea.<e  in  the 
charges  of  government  has  been  such  as  to 
absorb  the  whole,  except  598,331/. ;  and 
'  that  the  a«lditionai  supplies  to  Hencoolen, 
&c.  bat,  by  far  in  the  highest  degree,  the 
increase  of  the  interest  on  the  debts,  have 
contributed  to  prevent  the  exhibition  of  a 
surplus  revenue,  as  by  the  estimate  of  the 
yetLT  1793. 

.  Tbe  causes  of  the  increase  of  revenue 
and  of  additions  to  the  charges  havmg  been 
elready  explained  in  examining  the  detail 
•f  the  statements  which  were  then  referred 
to,,  it  is  only  oacessary  in  this  place  to  re* 


mark,  that  although  an  increase  of  charge 
is  almost  renerally  discovered,  a  g*  eat  part 
is  to  be  jmpnted  to  additional  civil  and 
military  establishments  required  in  coifse- 
quence  of  the  new  acquisitions  of  terri- 
tory, and  a  very  material  part  to  stipends 
and  payments  to  the  native  princen  of  India, 
under  Uie  stipulations  of  the  tieaties  with 
them. 

Referring  to  the  columns  of  the  general 
result  it  will  appear  that,  during  the  seven- 
teen years  therein  stated,  in  tiie  first  five 
years  1792-3  to  17  V6-7,  a  surplus  revenue  was 
exhibited,  t  ongh  much  reduced  in  the  last 
year;  that  in  the  next  f^ve,  from  ir97'8 
to  1801-s^i  the  effects  of  the  war  principally 
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wtre  Ra«h  IS  to  prodnee  «o  annoal  snr- 
pl«8  cbarpre ;  in  th«  yemr  1802^  the  ctfects 
ofpeaee  are  shewn  in  a  surp'ne  revenae 
of  near  a  mUKoo;  from.  1801-4  to  ia06-7, 
the  conseqnencc  of  war  ai^ain  appemrt, 
but  in  a  deirroe  fyr  more  severe  than  iu 
tkt  former  period  ;  in  1S07-8  the  surplus 
eiiai  ce  was  less  than  in  the  preceding  year 
by  ?,8  W,000l.;  and  in  1808-9  it  wns  reduced 
to  96^0421.  the  amount  before  stated. 

Coinhioed  views  of  these  rcsnlts  suggest 
tlie    Ibnowing    remarks.    On    the  eK^ven 

J  ears,  1792-3  to  180f-f,  the  reveuues  of 
ndia  hove  proved  more  than  sufficient  to 
defray  every  demand  for  expense  of  admi- 
rfistnMion  and  govemnient,  and  the  interest 
•ft  thedcbu,  by  the  snin  of  V^^446l.  On 
the  six  years,  18(i3-4  to  1808-9,  those  de- 
nmmls  being  greatly  inrrea<ed,  the  reve- 
nues were  not  fonud  safficient  for  their 
discharge,  or,  in  other  wordt^,  the  de- 
mands excrcded  tlie  revenues  in  tlie  sum  of 
$,7t2,131i. 

On  the  whole  period  of 
ibc  seveniefn  year8,179«-5 
to  18i)a  V,  iJie  surplus  rt  ve- 
nue' amounted  to  the  Knm 
•f L.«,478,S97 

and  the  surplus    or  excess  of 

charge,  to        -         -•       -         11,466,073 


from^vUirb  it  wj!I  app<  ai  tlmt, 

iv.  this  poiTod,  tijc  nvenues 

of  India  proved  itisnfticient 

to  defray  I  he  charges,  aiid 
•   the  interest  on  the  del)ts  in 

Uiesumof        -        -      -     L.    4,987,676 


Jt  is  thought  proper  to  enter  into  some 
fLiUicr  detail  upon  tiiis  point,  in  onler  to 
i^iiew  in  what  nmnucr  tliis  result  has  been 
proilucc'd,  or  the  proportions  iu  which  the 
deficiency  or  excess  of  revenue  at  each  of 
t;:o  prcMflencies  conirihutcd  to  its  pro- 
d'len*)!).  This  will  be  discovered  by  re- 
ii  leuee  to  the  ftatements  marked  Nos.  3, 
4y  anJ  -1.  '  At  the  presltlency  of  Bengal, 
M it'll  tlie  cNception  otoneycar,  1806-7,  the 
revenues  exceeded  tiie  e!iart;es  and  interest 
in  the  siira  of    .     -         -      '    L.27 ,409,097 


A I  tire  presidency  of  Madras 
t'lGs-c  c/iri^cs  exceeded  the 
u  re  ues iu  every  year  ex- 
eept  two,  17*>--J  and 
1793-4,  in  which  the  casual 
payments  by  Tip^»oo  Saib, 
in  consequence  ot  the  trea- 
ty ef  Seringapatam,  arc  in- 
cluded. On  the  whole  the 
surplus  charge  amounted 
to '-  L.ll,l9«,883 

i  *■  Ike  presidency  of  Bombay 


the  revenoes  have  never 
been  sufficient  to  defray  the 
charges,  and  the  grots  ex- 
cess of  charge  has  amount- 
ed to  .  18,d85,74S 
Total  excess  of  charge  at  >  -— — 
Madras  and  Bombay    y       L.29,S79/t97 

Deducting  from  this  sam  the 

excess  of  revenue  stated  at 

the  presidency  at  Bengal, 

the  net  excess  of  charge  at 

the  three  preudencies  ^U 

prove,  on  this  principle,  to 

be        -        -        -        -  S,170,599 

To  which  adding  the  amomit 

of  the  column  of  the  sup- 
plies to  Bencoolen,  &c        -      2^817,146 


the  total 


L,  4,967,67C 


is  the  amount  already  stated  as  the  final 

residt  on  this  view.    • 

/Mtliough  the  commercial  charges  are  not 
considered  to  be  immediately  eomprized 
within  this  branch  of  the  present  enqniiy, 
it  has  been  tliou^ht  proper  to  place  in  tbe. 
appendix  astateinent  or  the  amount  of  tfa«>se^ 
charges  not  added  to  the  invoices  for 
the  same  peiiod  as  tlie  other  statements. 
The  object  directly  in  view  in  so  debig  has 
been  prescribed  from  tlie  consideration  of 
the  propriety  of  shewing  the  whole  extent 
of  the  positive  demands  upon  the  resoorces 
of  India  in  the  way  of  charge,  both  pnSi- 
tical  and  commercial,  in  order  to  form 
some  idea  how  far  the  money  raised  upon 
loan,  which  will  appear  in  the  increase  of 
the  aebt,  may  have  been  on  account  gf  those 
demands! 
The  total  of  the  commercial 

charges  is  -         -  X^3,056,t^l 

Addiug    the    net    excess    of 

charee  before  stated  at  -  4,987,676 
the  total  excess  of  charge  will  ■ 

then  be  .  .  Zr.8,04.1,9s7 

and  may  be  stated  as  the  final  general  re- 
sult of  the  financial  transactions  of  the 
East  India  company,  at  tlieir  several  presi- 
dencies and  settlements  in  India,  during  the 
seventeen  years  17  9S  5  to  1808-9,  in  so  far 
as  respects  the  amount  realized  in  revenues 
derived  tirom  those  possessions,  the  expenses' 
immediately  attendant  upon  their  admi- 
nistration and  government,  both  civil  and 
niditary,  the  amount  df  the  interest  paid 
npon  the  debts,  and  the  charges  of  the 
board  of  trade,  and  the  commercial  facto- 
ries. 

The  excess  of  the  charges  has  been  shewn 
to  amount  to  the  sam  of  8,043,9^1.  The 
question,  which,  in  the  first,  place  obvious*, 
ly  arises,  is  as  to  the  mode  by  which  this 
excess  of  charge  was  liquidated.  The 
direct  answer  to  this  question  might  be,' 
by  money  raised  upon  loan  in  Inma:  for 
•n  referenet^o  thestatwicMMarfced  ^^.T, 
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the  amopnt  of  the  debt  on  the  .'lOth  April, 
:iTy2,  'Was      .         .  .         L.9. 142,720 

und  on  the  50tb  April,  1809,     .    30,876  788 

being  an  increase  of   .     ,    L.'21,73^/)68 

of  which  20,022,7911.  was  in  tht-  debt  at 
iiitercst,  and  l,711,t77l.  in  the  floatinjr  rli  bt. 
Assuming  thai  the  surplus  ot' political  aud 
comiDerciai  charges  now  she^vn  wa*  ^Je- 
trayed  fiK>m  the  loans  raised  from  time  to 
time,  a  differoiice  would  remain  to  l>e 
accounted  f©rot' lJ,u90,ia!.  wiiich  is  the 
ajiionnt  exceeding  the  diniands   uf)on  tliis 


principle. 


pie.  A  (jijt'stion  \v»il  naturally  arise 
as  to  the  application  of  tins  sum.  'I'l.e. 
examination  of  this  v»Ty  imporlaiit  psiut 
leads  t«  a  reference  to  tliV  statement  of  the 
assets  marked  No.  3,  in  which  their  iiinount, 
on  the  Sath   April,  179.',   is  shewn  to  have 


-  t?(',<)ao,ojti 

.  La, M)V All 


been 

and  on  the  30th  April  i«09 

being  an  increase  in  the  lat- 
ter period  of    .     ... 

which  IS  less  than  the  sum  to 
be  accounted  for  by  .  .  . 

Tlie  combined  vivw  of  tlie  hiaXt  ofihe 
finances  at  tl)e  two  periods,  as  .vhewii  hy 
the  total  amount  of  tne  debts  aiwl  assets 
is  as  follows  : 

lactase  of  debt     .     .     .     L /J  1,7. i, 060 
luenase    of  A:3LCts  •  .  .  .   .   lJ,JoU,7  0 


Tiie  difierence JL.y,ijJ,oJO 


is  the  amourt  which,  on  this  view,  the 
concern  in  India  is  stated  to  have  deiirio- 
rated  during  tlie  period  under  examination, 
and  is  more  than  tlie  excess  of  charge  in 
the  suraof  l,109,4Ul. 

This  mode  of  statement  has  been  resoited 
to  from  tlie  eon>iaeralion  of  its  beinj?  ob- 
viously suggested  from  the  fir.st  view  of 
the  aceotintsj  but  a  more  narrow  investi- 
gation of  the  detail,  particularly  of  the 
assets,  which  will  be  expiaiiAul  hereafter, 
and  the  cou.sideiation  of  the  .nent'iai  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  linaiiciai  a(huini>tratlon 
of  India  is  conducted,  ciearly  demonstratp 
that  iudependcui  of  the  unsatisfactory  man- 
ner in  which  the  ditfiToiue  aliove  stated  has 
been  accounted  for,  a  result  drawn  u;  on 
these  grounds  ean.iot  be  dc  pei.detl  iipoa  as 
accurate  upon  the  present  occasion,  with- 
out reference  to  a  great  variety  of  docn- 
nients,  and  without  much  more  exten>ive 
information  upon  ti.e  subject  than  yonr 
committee  have  been  enabled  to  procure  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  tite  course  to 
be  pursued  on  such  occasion  would,  by 
necessarily  leading  to  a  close  enquiry  into 
the  commercial  transactions  of  the  company, 
have  carried  tills  branch  of  the  examination 
into  a  more  extensive  range  than  was  ongi- 
pally  proposed.  Tlie  importance  of  the 
questions  which  liave  been  stated  ii  con- 
jiidenible,  and  it  it  veiy  desirable  that  they 


shonld  be  satisfactorily  solved  ;  but  the 
various  accoimt§  which  will  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose,  induce  the  necessity  of  defer- 
lini;  this  object  of  enquiry,  it  is  however 
proper,  upoo  the  present  occasion,  to 
off^r  some  nmniks  in  furtlier  explanation 
of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  pursuing 
this  neco>''ai  v  oI>j<'Ct  to  a  close. 

The  political  niid  eoiHUUicial  conceriis 
of  the  company  are  so  intenvoven  in  the 
financial  s)^tc^l  of  India,  that,  under  its 
present  arraii2emeul,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
dilficuUv,  if  not  totally  impracticable,  to 
inakeu  distinct  sqvaMtitm  of  tnem,  and* 
mote  pnrticulnriy  for  tlie  period  under  ex- 
antinatitrii.  Tlie  --(Miices  ficm  which  fundi 
have  bctu  dei i .  i-d  from  year  to  year  for 
die  supply  or  tlie  etuiibined  operations  of 
Covt'n:ii;«nt  and  eoinmerc**,  wCre  the-  re- 
venues ol  tI.e  territories,  and  supplies  from 
Eu'ope  (itltr'.i  bullion  or  exports  or  by 
bills  Jfjion  t^"  <«ijtrt.  When  the  n;rirre|2ate 
aitioiiiit  of  Jill..*.-  sev  ral  head?  has  not 
been  Milacieiit  to  defmy  the  e\p»nees  of 
goveumuii',  to  provide  luvesiments,  and  to 
r»ioit  Mipidje«<  to  China,  monty  has  been 
mised  upon  loan.  t'Voui  these  circiim- 
stanet's  it  i;  evident  tliat,  till  accounU 
s^all  be  obtained  of  the  amount  actually 
r«  .Au"i\  hi  India  by  tlie  supplies  received 
fvoiii  Iahj  po,  and  <jf  tne  advances  made  for 
th<'  purpr>es  of  como^crcc  during  the 
p'M'io  I  it  will  be  impra^ticnb'e  to  ciie 
an  ai'eural'5  Mew  of  the  result  upon 
the  principles  now  in  que!*tion  ;  and  it  is 
to  be  added,  that  there  arc  items  of  re- 
ceipt and  expenditure  which,  though  they 
cannot  be  clatined  either  witii  the  revenues, 
or  the  charges,  have  an  ctfect  upon  the 
debts  and  assets,  which  items  demand  ex- 
amination. The  assets  contain  likewise 
articles  which  certainly  require  adjustmcMt, 
bcfi.re  a  correct  result  can  be  drawn  Irora 
the  amount  of  them.  This  position  is 
establisiied  from  the  consideration  of  their 
compon«nt  parts  in  general  being  created 
from  ditfeixut  sources,  viz.  snt^plies  from 
Kjirope,  a**  the  import  goods,  part  of  tlic 
stote««,  revenue  balances,  and  debts  to  a 
considernble  amount,  arising  oatof  varioiit 
transactions  with  native  pVinces  and  others 
at  the  several  presidencies  ;  including  like- 
wise advances  which  are  connected  with 
both  the  political  and  commercial  branches 
cf  the  service,  as  those  for  salt  and  opium, 
and  for  the  provision  of  investments.  Tlie 
iocn  ased  balance  of  cash,  which  amounts 
to  .'S,.>44,9r'Pl.  is  also  an  important  feature 
of  this  statement.  From  all  these  circum- 
stances it  is  evidently  a  point  of  most  seri- 
ous difficulty  to  ascertain  with  precision 
what  part  of  the  balance  of  effective  pro- 
perty, as  shewn  in  the  statement,  has  been 
produced  by  supplies  from  Europe,  and 
what  part  has  been  provided  by  the  appli- 
cation of  funds  raised  in  India. 

From  the  preceding  observations  it  must 
appear  trident  that  it  is  not  at  present  i^-ith,- 
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tm  tbe  power  of  your  committee  to  iMtrme 
the  examination  of  this  Tery  importaaC 
point  to  a  close,  liowever  desirable  it  may 
be  thattlie  coticlaf.ion  of  thei^  report  should 
shew  in  a  distinct  manner,  tbe  result  of  the 
application  of  the  whole  of  the  funds,  whe- 
ther ordinary  from  tlie  revenues  of  the 
territories  in  India,  or  extraordinary  from 
snpplies  received  from  Europe,  or  money 
raised  on  loan:  and,  it  most  be  added, 
another  material  obstacle  in  this  respect  is 
found  in  the  vrant  of  the  Bengal  book9, 
ivbich  has  been  so  repeatedly  the  subject  of 
remark  npon  the  present  occasion. 

Yoor  committee  further  bcK  to  observe, 
that  the  more  immediate  object  of  tlieir 
present  exammatioo  han  been  merely  the 
state  and  results  of  the  revenues  and  char^res 
•r,  in  other  words,  the  financial  transac- 
tions of  a  political  description,  comprizing 
the  ordinary  receipts  and  expenditure  in 
India,  during  the  periods  in  the  arconnt. 
Tbe  difficulties  in  the  way  of  extending  their 
enquiry  at  this  time  to  the  detail  of  the  ext 
traordinary  receipts  and  disbursements 
have  been  adverted  to;  but  it  must  be 
Idded,  that  inasmuch  as  the  latter  case  in<» 
voives  both  the  political  and  commercial 
concerns  of  the  company,  it  is  very  doubt- 
ful whether,  in  pofiscKSion  of  every  faciiiry, 
it  would  be  practicable  to  plac^  the  tab- 
ject  in  ibat  view  which  could  be  pronoun- 
ced to  exhibit  an  accurate  and  diKtinctsepa- 
r^ition  of  the  results  of  each  respectively. 

llie  importance  attaching  to  tlie  con- 
•idcration  of  this  intricate  and  complicated 
point  is  evidently  great,  and  the  attention  of 
your  committee  hM  been  more  particularly 
drawn  to  it  by  a  document  produced  on  the 
part  of  the  court  of  directors  of  the  Cast 
India  company,  which  though  not  directly 
applicable  in  the  strictest  sense,  is  in 
many  respects  ha  near  connection  with  it. 
This,  docrment,  which  is  added  to  the 
appendix,  is  entitled,  an  crpmi^ion  nf  ike 
stmte  •f  the  cnmptmy's  afuiv  mi  home  and 
•hrtmiL  It  is  in  two  parts ;  tbe  firnt  made 
up  to  the  year  1808,  and  the  second  is,  in 
fact,  a  continuation  of  the  ^n^t  for  two 
y<'ais,  and  termed  a  supplement.  It  ceo- 
taiiis  extensive  information  respecting  the 
political  and  commercial  concerns  of  the 
company,  stating  the  general  causes  to 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  dete- 
rioration of  tbe  atfaiis  is  to  be  attribottd. 
Views  art  given  of  the  net  produce  of  tlie 
reveoueii  of  India  from  179:5-1  to  laOB  9, 
and  of  the  state  of  the  debts  ;  the  profits 
on  the  trade  are  shewn  from  Uie  years 
l?98-9  to  1809-10.  A  computation  is  made 
of  the  balance  between  the  supplies  from 
the  home  treasury  and  the  retmcns  from  In- 
dia and  China,  in  eleven  years;  and  several 
other  statements  are  added  agreeably  to 
tbe  references  made  to  them  in  tbe  document 
adverted  to. 

Your  committee,  have  not  thought  pro- 
per upon  tbejpresent  occasion,  to  enter  into 


a  detail^  examinatioo  af  tbe  _ 
and  opimoM,  or  of  the  results  "of  1 
ments  brought  forward  in  this  docmexit, 
as,  in  the  latter  case  particularly,  tbej  ato 
not  quite  applicable  to  the  plan  00  wfaicll 
it  was  proposed  to  conduct  tbe  examinatioa 
of  this  branch  of  the  concern. 

It  is  therefore  thought  right  to  d«*fer  offer- 
ing ao  opinion  upon  any  part  of  it  at  this 
time,  and  the  more,  as,  in  many  respects, 
it  is  conceived  to  fall  more  directly  witbim 
the  commercial  branch  of  tbe  concern,  the 
details  of  which  must  be  leA  to  Ivtare 
enquiry. 

Your  committee  will  now  conclode  tbcir 
examination  of  this  branch  of  the  ^Hppcial 
concerns  of  tbe  company  by  some  obSerra- 
tions  on  tbe  prospective  view  of  the  rere- 
nnes  and  charges  of  India  for  tbe  year  1809- 
10,  as  shewn  in  the  statements  marked  Nos. 
t,  S,  4  ^If  5.  In  so  doing  it  is  not  wro> 
posed  to  enter  largely  into  the  detail,  wbicb 
consists  for  the  most  part  of  tbe  same  deacrtp- 
tioB  of  items  as  those  in  tbe  actual  acconata 
of  the  year  1808-9,  but  merely  to  atatc 
the  subject  in  a  general  way,  contmatiog 
tbe  actual  result  of  this  year  with  tbft  esti- 
mated for  the  next,  and  offering  aocb 
further  remarks  as  may  appear  requisite. 
By  the  actual  accounts  of  the 
year  1808-9  the  surplus  charge 

is  stated  at Z^36,049 

It  is  estimated  for  I8O9-IO  at 1,686  ' 

vrhich  is  less  than) 
in  th«  precedingf 
year  in  the  sum^ 
^f  J  I..t4356 

This  view,  more  favourable  than  the  last 
year  in  a  small  amount,  is  mocb  more  so 
than  has  been  exhibited  during  the  tive 
years  antecedent  to  1808-9*  It  most, 
however,  be  remarked,  that  some  doubt  is 
to  be  entertained  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
calculation  of  the  interest  of  tbe  debts, 
whicht  upon  examination,- is  found  to  be  only 
the  amouot  which  would  be  disbursed 
within  tbe  year.  On  reference  to  the  state- 
meut  of  the  debt«,  the  amoimt  payable  on 
the  principal  existing  on  the  SOth  Aprils 
IbOp,  exceeds  that  which  is  stated  in  tiie 
estimate  by  281,^541.  from  which  circum- 
stance, after  taking  Into  the  account  tbe 
diminution  to  he  expected  from  liquidation 
of  debt  in  the  coarse  oftlie  year,  it  is  to  be 
apprehended  that  the  sum  really  charge- 
able for  interest  must  be  greater  than  what  * 
is  now  stated,  and  would  increase  the  sor- 
plus  charge  accordingly. 
The    gross  rovenues    m  the 

year  1808-9  were  .....  I*.l5,5t5,08$ 
and  are  estimated  for  1809-10 

at 15,655,985 

being  an  exceiM  of  • ••.••  L,  130,900 
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The  Bengal  revenues  are  estimated  at 
a  le£8  araotint  by  225,000].  of  which 
1S7>0001.  is  in  the  salt.  The  calcnlations  are 
made  on  the  other  heads  in  soiVic  instances 
higher  and  others  lower  than  the  pa«tvear. 
A  decreaitu  appears  in  the  stamp  dunes  in 
con.'equcnce  of  new  regutations,  but  a  new 
scarce  of  revenue  is  inserted,  termed  the 
honse  tax,  which  has  been  recommended  by 
a  committee  of  finance  at  Calcutti)  whose 
report  is  not  yet  i-eceived.  The  calculation 
of  its  produce  only  extends  at  present  to 
the  ower  provinces,  and  amounts  to 
«3,20()1. 

The  Madras  reveunes  are  estimated  at  a 
greater  amount  by  405,0001.;  of  which 
^,0001,  is  in  the  customs.  14r).000l  in  the 
8ubsi<ly  from  the  Rajah  of  Travancore, 
including  arreai^,  and  a  ^mal I  payment  from 
tUe  Ck>chia  Itajah.  The  Land  revenues 
are  expected  to  be  more  productive  iu  the 
•am  or  ltrr,000l.  The  remaining  excess  is 
on  the  different  heads.  No  observation  is 
requisite  on  the  Bombay  revenues. 
Tlie  charges  in  the  year  1808-9 

amounted  to... L.  13,1.'>1,224 

aod  are  estimated  for  the  year 


1809-10 15,609,411 

Being  on  excess  of  :  -  -  -  .  -  -  L.4.^8,187 

The  only  remark  necessary  to  be  made  in 
explanation  of  the  increased  charge  is,  tliat 
it  is  principally  in  the  military  department 
and  in  the  expence  of  political  residencies. 
Under  man;;  of  the  heads  a  diminution  of 
expense  is  estimated. 

Your  committee  having  thus  gone  throngb 
the  detail  of  the  financial  concerns  of  the 
company  in  India  with  a.s  much  minuteness 
as  the  documents  in  their  possession  have 
enabledtheni  to  do,  and  as  the  subject  ap* 
peared  to  them  to  require,  m  jst  defer  any 
further  observations  on  this  branch  of  the 
enquiry  committed  to  them  till  more  com- 
plete accounts  are  received  in  this  country. 
Tlie  investigation  into  the  commercial  con- 
cerns of  the  company  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  into  t)ie  system  of  their  government  in 
India,  will  form  the  materials  of  future  re- 
ports, as  the  importance  of  those  topic9,'ia 
any  general  enquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the 
East  India  company,  rendei-s  it  highly  ex- 
pedient that  they  should  receive  a  separate 
and  deliberate  cpnsideration. 


THE  PETITION  OF  THE  EAST  INDIA    COMPANY    FOR   REUEF,  PRE- 
SENTED TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  APRIL,  1811. 


*<  Sheweth  that  the  petitioners,  in  the 
month  of  April,  1808,  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  the  House,  setting  forth,  anaong 
other  things,  that,  upon  a  review  of  the 
state  of  their  home  finances  from  the  1st 
of  Mardi,  1808,  to  the  Ist  of  March, 
1809,  the  payments  ettimated  to  be  made 
by  the  petitioners  would  exceed  the 
probable  amount  of  their  receipts  by  the 
sum  of  3,433,1851.  and  also  tlie  inipos- 
tibility  of  the  petitioners  being  abletu  raise 
the  whole  of  that  sum  from  tlieir  o^n  re- 
•ources,  therefore  praying  such  relief  as 
tiie  House  might  in  its  wiiidoni  deem  tlieir 
case  to  require ;  and  that  tlic  cuuscs  which 
produced  the  embarrassments,  at  tliat  time 
experienced  by  the  pctitionei  s,  were  am- 
ply detailed  in  their  said  petition,  which 
petition  being  referred  by  the  House  to  a 
committee  of  its  members,  then  sitting 
upon  East  India  affairs,  the  'House,  upon 
the  reconunendation  of  their  said  com^ 
mittee,  were  pleaded  to  vote  to  the  peti- 
tioners the  sum  of  1,500,0001.  upon  account 
of  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  upon  his 
majesty's  government ;  which  sum,  toge- 
ther with  ue  aid  derived  from  sales,  more 
favourable  than  bad  been  estimated,  of 
the  compan/s  ^ods  in  the  year  l808-y, 
enabled  the  petitioners  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  that  year  without  reqoiring  further 
assistance ;  and  in  the  year  1809-10  their 
receipts  were  nearly  equal  to  their  pay- 
inents;  and  that  the  causes  which  led  to 
their  fiaancaal  ei&btrraisaici^  in  tiie  year 


1800-9,  have  not  yet  ceased  to  operate, 
and  they  are  subjected  to  new  difficulties, 
arising  chiedy  from  tlie  following  causes  : 
1st.  from  the  excessive  and  unexampled 
drafts  made  in  tiie  two  last  years  upon 
the  petitioners  from  India,  amounting  to 
4,704,y46l.part  of  the  Indian  debt  mcurred 
in  tlie  course  of  several  wars,  and  expedi- 
tions carried  on  there  against  Indian  and 
European  powers  ;  and  as  the  condition  ' 
under  which  the  greater  part  of  tliat  debt 
was  contracted,  allowed  an  option  to  the 
subscribers  to  be  repaid  at  any  time  by 
bills  of  exchange  upon  the  court  of  direc* 
tors  in  England,  ^hlse  drafts,  which  have 
now  come  upon  them  could  not  have  been 
prevented.  s>d.  By  the  unexpected  cala- 
mities that  have  befallen  the  shipping  of 
tlic  petitioners  in  tlie  two  last  years,  where- 
^y  they  have  experienced  a  loss  in  the 
prime  cost  of  merchandize,  advances  on 
account  of  freight,  and  the  value  of  a 
ship  btiougiiig  to  themselves,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  1,018,0771.  The  causes  of  these 
losses,  shewing  them  to  be  not  imputable  to 
any  want  of  care  in  tJi^  pe|itionir8,  are 
to  be  explained  at  length  to  the  committee 
of  ihe  House,  sitting  opoii  Indian  af- 
faiis. — And  that  from  a  prospective  esti- 
mate of  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the 
petitioners  from  the  Ist  of  Marcji,  1810, 
to  the  1st  of  March,  1811,  it  appears  that 
their  unavoidable  disbursements  wilt  ex- 
ceed the  probable  amount  of  their  re- 
ceipts by  the  sum  of  9,VS»fi4dl  which  ^na 
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it  would  be  highly  disadTtntai^oiis  to  the 
petitioners  at  the  present  period  to  raise, 
by  increasing  their  capital  stock,  as  tliey 
are  by  law  authorisefji  to  do  ;  and  tiiat  tlieir 
roDiniercial  resources  never  could,  in  the 
most  flourishing  times,  he  coninien.*)urate 
to  the  discharge  of  larjrc  j/oriiors  of  the 
Indian  debt,  contracted  in  .tiie  aduiiniii- 
trution  of  tlie  Britisli  einpiir  in  the  tast, 
and  now  amounting  to  thirty  niilliouh  ster- 
ling \  and  that,  at  this  time,  c^{>t ciuHv  of 
restriction  upon  commerce,  the  con»mer- 
ciaJ  resources  of  the  petitioners  cajiuol  but 
be  incompetent  to  provide  for  such  nn- 
expected  and  excessive  contingencies  ;  and 
that  the  accounts  made  up  by  the  pt  litien- 

.  ers  to  the  l.«'t  of  March  last,  shew  tliat  the 
property  and  tfilcts  of  the  petitioi.t  rs.  in 

.  England,  and  aihrat  outward,  then  ex- 
ceeded the  atTiount  of  the  d*  hts  of  tlie 
pit.lioneis  in  Ensland,  including  the  hea- 
vy and  unusual  dratts  from  India  before 


mentioned,  by  the  snm  of  4,84S,14SL  ivliidi 
sum,  tlie  petitioners  trust,  will  afibrd  saffi- 
cient  secu/ity  for  the  repayment  of  any 
advance  the  Honse  may  think  proper  to 
vote  for  tlieir  relief;  and -that,  owing  to 
the  tanltipiicity  of  accounts  necessary  to 
be  made  out  Infore  the  petitioners  coold 
procure  an  estimate  of  their  prooabic  re- 
ceipts and  payments,  between  the  1st  of 
March,  IBIO,  and  lue  1st  of  Marci.,  1811, 
tliepi'titioneis  were  una!.»!eto  be  prepared 
MiUi  a  petition  submitting  their  case  to  tlie 
cohsitlcratiou  of  tiie  Hor.se,  by  the  day 
limitetl  for  rtceiviTig  petitions  for  privaie 
bills  i  and  Iht  nfoie  praying,  tlmt  ihey  o^ay 
be  i.t  liberty  to  prf.'^ent  a  petition  to  the 
House,  prayuif,  ihattJiey  will  be  pUa^«.'d  to 
tiike  liie  mattei  afor«  >aid  into  tlicir  con- 
sideration, and  to  grant  to  tne  pecitioncvs 
such  relief,  m  the  premises,  as  ttieir  case 
may  require,  and  as  to  the  House  shall 
seem  meet. 


MADRAS  MILITARY  FUND. 

[This  article  does  not  naturally  range  under  the  head  of  State  Papers  ;  but  it 
Itas  sufficient  authenticity  and  interest  about  it,  to  a  great  portion  at  lea^t  of  lodtao 
readers,  that  should  recommend  it  to  a  pluce  antong  the  cla^s  of  official  documeotsj 


1 .  The  directors  of  the  Madras  military 
fiind  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting 
to  the  army  an  account  of  the  further  pro- 
gress which  has  been  made  in  an  insti- 
tution estahlislied  for  the  most  landable  and 
benevolent  purposes. 

2.  From  a  variety  of  eauses  the  number 
of  subscribers  to  the  fund  is  not  so  great 
as  might  reasonably  have  been  expected 
at  this  period; — the  accompanying  state- 
nient  of  the  actual  amount  of  the  funds 
at  the  end  of  the  second  year,  and  of  the 
claims  to  which  they  arc  subjei  t,  will,  how- 


ever, show  that  the  -pemanence  and  sac- 
Ciks  of  tiie  institntion  may  be  considered 
as  completely  established,  as  far  as  re* 
gards  those  objects  of  primary  iroportasce 
wliich  it  professes  to  relieve,  in  the  ca9es 
of  '*  widows  and  children  of  officers  left 
*'  destitute  of  an  adequate  maintenance, 
'*  and  of  officers  unprovided  with  aid  by 
**  the  re;?uiations  of  the  service,  or  from 
*'  tlieir  own  resources,  under  such  argent 
**  circumstances  of  sickness  as  renders  a 
"  voyage  to  Engfend  necessary  for  the 
*'  preservation  of  their  lives."* 


*  9.  If  at  any  future  period  it  shitll  be  found  that  the  fnnds  of  tlie  institution  affords 
a  considerable  surplus,  after  providina  (or  the  actnal  and  probable  appiicatioas  for 
relief  under  the  preceeing  articles,  it  shall  then,  and  not  otherwise,  be  competent  for 
the  directors  of  the  institution,  provided  the  permission  of  the  honourable  the  Coort 
of  Directors  be  obtained,  to  atlerd  tlie  aid  of  the  fund  in  the  following  cases. 

1. — To  officers  con;pellecl  by  ill  health  to  abandon  the  eouwtry,  after  10  years  service, 
and  befoie  they  are  entitled  to  retire  on  full  pay,  the  regulated  passage  money  of  their 
rank,  and  an  annoity,  which  shall  render  their  total  income,  from  whatever  source 
derived,  equal  to  the  lull  pay  of  their  rank,  and  as  in  the  rase  of  widows,  the  posses- 
sion of  an  income  not  exce(  ding  half  the  proposed  pension  shall  not  occasion  au  abate- 
ment  from  the  provision  to  be  made  by  the  fund. 

;2.— To  officers  who  may  have  served  ?«  years  in  India,  and  may  be  obliged  by  illhtdth 
to  retire  trom  the  service,  without  having  obtained  tl»e  rank  of  major,  the  regulated 
passage  money  of  their  rank,  and  such  assistance  from  tlie  fund  as  will  render  their 
whole  income,  from  whatever  soiii  cc,  equal  to  the  pay  of  major ;  and  as  in  the  case 
of  Widows  the  possessioin  of  income  not  exceeding  half  the  pav  of  a  major  of  Infantry 
shall  not  occasion  an  abatement  from  the4)rovision  to  be  mafiefrom  the  fiind. 

s.— In  the  event  of  a  still  further  surplus  it,shall  He  competent  for  the  directors  of  tiie 
mihtary  fiind,  at  their  discretion,  and  with  the  permission  of  the  honourable  the  (kmrC  of 
Directors,  to  assist  officers  retiring  from  the  service  on  full  pay,  in  limited  circnfniitanoes, 
■  with  a  sum  equal  to  the  rcgylated  passage  nloney  of  their  rank,  provided  always  that  the 
resignation  of  such  offic<!l  shall  actoally  have  been  accepted  previously  to  his  embsrkatioB* 
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3.  Calcalating  on  the  utinMt  or  most 
tmfavonrable  extent  of  claims  on  the  insti- 
tution, the  interest  of  its  growing  capital 
will  1^  found  fiilly  equal  to  meet  tl^e  ex-^ 
pected  demands ;  but  while  so  large  a  pro- 
portion of  officers  withhold  their  aid  from 
the  fond,  the  views  of  further  personal  itd- 
Tantage  to  snbscribcrs,  which  the  regula- 
tions (as  quoted  in  the  margiu)  hold  out, 
and  which  are  understood  to  be  parti- 
cularly de>»irable  to  the  army,  must  be 
apportionaHy  remote,  aud  what  is  more 
to  be  lamented,  the  probability  of  cases  of 
distress  occarring  from  the  deaths  of  non- 
subscribers  will  be  in  the  same  degree  in- 
creased. 

4.  To  promote  the  attainment  of  those, 
further  p«%onal  advantages  to  subscribers, 
as  well  as  to  obviate  all  claims  of  the  dis- 
tressing nature  adverted  to  in  the  preceding 
paragraph,  it  is  earnestly  recommended, 
that  those  officers  who  may  liave  been 
hitherto  prevented  subscdbing  by  doubts 
of  the  practicability,  or  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  system,  will  come  forward  in  aid  of 
this  excellent  institution,  as  an  inducement 
to  which,  the  dir<ectors  have  resolved  to 
continue  to  receive  the  arrears  of  new  sub- 
scribers, as  heretofore,  by  instalments  pay- 
able within  18  months,  and  that  no  inte- 
rest shall  be  charged  on  such  arrears,  until 
the  sentiments  of  the  honourable  Court 
#f  Directors  respecting  the  institution  shall 


have  been  i^&ceivcd,  after  which  the  com* 
pound  interest,  which  the  regulations  (when 
fully  established)  will  render  indispen- 
sable, will  become  a  heavy  charge,  which 
it  is  hoped  the  present  non-subscribers 
v/iW  take  the  opportimity  thus  afforded  of 
avoiding. 

5.  All  persons  making  volontarv  dona- 
tions shall  be  considered  patrons' and  friends 
of  the  institution  ;  and  lists  of  their  names, 
together  with  the  amount  of  their  donations^ 
will  be  occasionally  published  in  the  go- 
vernment ^ette — donations  to  the  mdi- 
tary  fund  wdl  be  received  at  the  presidency, 
by  the  secretary  to  the  institution,  or  at 
the  government  bank,  and  by  paymasters  at 
out  stations. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  subscribers 
to  the  military  fund  in  each  month,  con- 
tinned  from  the  date  of  the  last  publi- 
cations in  the  month  of  January^  1809. 

UJ09  February -        653 

March    -------        CiS 

April 618 

,   May en 

June 691 

July    -    • 6«6 

August    - 628 

September    -    -    -   ^    -  628 

October 630 

November    ------  631 

December    .....  621 


Cash  Account 
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Dr.  Cask  Acenmt  if  the  M&tary  Fund,  fnm  \st  fntuaty  to  9l$t 

December,  ]809. 


Cr 


loBaiaoceot  laat  AtcuuuiCui 

rent,  published  in  tiie  different 

Newspapers    of   the  Month 

of*  January,  I8O99  vie. 

In  Bonds.    .     .    4d,6^5  4S  'i6 

In  Cash.      .     .    .    6tt    H  tl 


To  Amonnt  of  Cash  received 
from  the  Paymaster  at  the 
Presidency,  as  per  general 
abstract,andfrom  Individuals, 
on  account  of .  Subscription 
and  Donation,  since  the  date 
of  the  last  publication 

To  amonnt  of  Interest  received 
on  Government  Bonds  to  thr 
date.  Pags.  5,757  40  ^7 

fnm  which  deduct 

Amonnt  of  Cash*  I 

paid  on  account 

of  Interest  Pre 

aoimn,  Register- 

n^l^and  Broker- 

above  Bonds, 
fipom  the  com- 
mencement of 
the  Institution  to 
this  date. 


StarPdg^dat 


44,S48 


',^8,547 


iJi 


8i 


t,9Si> 


rS,7So\  9\ 


the  widow  of  a  Clergy  mah. 
deceased  on  the  15th  April, 
1808.  for  herself  and  three 
Children.fromlst  April,  id()9, 
to51st  March  1810 

By  amount  of  Passage  Money 
to  the  above  Widow  and  two 
Oiildren  proceeding  to  Eng- 
land  

By  annuity  paid  to  the  Widow 
of  a  Major-general,  deceased 
on  the  26th  Dec.  1808,  for 
herself  and  four  children,  for 
the  half  year,  'ending  SOth 
Sept.  1809 

By  annuity  to  the  widow  of 
Major  of  tlie  I4th  Regt.  N.  I. 
deceased  on  the  i^tn  June, 
1808,  for  herself  and  eight 
children,  for  the '  half  year, 
ending  SOth  September,  iB09. 

By  amount  allowed  to  a  captain 
of  the  Sd  Rcgt  N .  I.  proceed- 
ing  to  Engkind  on  sick  ccrti- 
fica\e  as  per  G.  0. 14th  Dec 
1808 , 

By  do.  do.  to  a  capL  lieut  of 
the  8th  Regt.  proceeding  to 
Europe  on  sick  certificate 
as  per  G.  O.  Srd  January, 
1809 

By  allowance  for  eaeipment 
granted  to  the  following 
officers. 

A  lieut.  of  the  9th  Regt.  N.  I. 
proceeding  to  England  as  per 
G.  O.  y6tli  Sept  1809 ^. 

A  lieut.  of  the  19th  Regt.  as  per 
O.  ().  vethSept,  1809 

A  lieut  of  the  ei8tRcgt.  as  per 
G.  O.  3d  October,  1809..... 

By  expences  of  the  Secretary's 
establishment  to  this  date,  in- 
clusive of  all  charges  for  wri^ 
ten,  stationary  and  office 
contingencies 

By  amount  paid  to  the  editors 
of  the  Govt.  Gazette,  Madras 
Gazette,  and  Madras  Courier, 
for  Advertisements,  &c.  &c... 


By  balance  being  the  Amonnt 
property  of  the  fund  of  this 
date,  viz. 

In  bonds  and  treasury  receipts 
69,914    0    0 

Tn  Cash 27  17  10 


Slibr  Pagodas 


749 


tjyr\ 


602 


Si 


552  21 


500 
500 

200 
JOO 
200 

1,100 
124  37 


5,79S 


69,941 


75,735 


18 


^4 


lb    a 


s^ 


I  ST 


37 


rJl 


92( 
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X793-4      ' 
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»795-€ 

179^7     • 

J797-8 

1798^ 

1799.180c 

.^^  1800-1 
1801-a 

i8o«-3 

1803-4 

— .^  1804*5 

. .  1805-6 

. i8o6-7 

1807.8 

-  1808.9 
Estimate  .   1809-10 


Kcvcuuc*  ot  lUc  C  > 
^        cxcUasi^ 
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4,503,000        880,000 


4.97W54 


824,509 


5,336,280 

860,836 

5,4o«,«76 

1.003.201 

5>»6«»o57 

1.051,569 

5,2«7»«o8 

i,»37»963 

5»«o7»8'4 

t»973»695 

5.168,546 

1,067,952 

5»477»<>35 

1,056,129 

5493*84'^ 

1,135*6 

5.64i.»64 

i.3o5«77o 

6,35i^»'5o 

ui-fit^^ 

6,506,429 

1,136345 

6,625,773 

1,24^977 

6,636,148 

1.322,46? 

6,3o4»738 

ia8o# 

(c.) 

umM^ 

(cO 

1,291*^ 

f^J 

^^S^^ol 

(«.)  Payment  from  Tippoo  Sultauo.  under  the  tr»t  0 
(V)  A  Mnking  fund  for  the  liquidation  of  the  debt, Jtf 
icS  The  icparatioa  of  the  revenue*  an**  ch^rgei  ^-J 
Id)  Thii  U  the  amount  estimated  to  be  paid  fori^« 
^    '  N.  B.  The  Indian  Carrencf » » 

Current  Rupe«  • 
Pagoda     -    •  • 
^  Bombay  Rup*  ' 

iDdU  Board  Office,  Whitehall,  Hth  June,  ISiU. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  TRACTS. 


ORIGINAL  LETTERS  OF  TIPPOO  SULTAUN: 

Published  now  for  ihejirst  Time. 


Editor  is  indebted  for  the  communication  of  the  following  Article  to  Major 

BNKRAL  KiRKPATRicK,  the  Translator  of  the  Select  Letter$  </ Tippoo  Sdltaiii«> 

nblished  last  year,  (1811.)    lliese  docnments  may  be  considered  as  foiming  a  sort  of 

equel  to  that  work ;  which  the  health  of  the  Translator  does  not,  to  the  general 

egret,  enable  him  to  coutinnc  to  the  extent  that  the  materials  in  his  possession  wonld 

idniit,  or  the  cariosity  of  some  readers  might  encourage.    The  Letters  which  follow 

ire  translated  exactly  on  the  plan  of  tliose  ali-eady  before  the  public ;  and  they  are  also 

>riBted  here  as  nearly  in  the  same  form  as  the  nature  of  this  publication  would  allow. 

lliey  will  not  be  found  less  interesting,  or  less  iUostrative  of  the  singular  character  of 

their  writer,  tlian  tlMne  which  have  preceded  them. 

le  Extracts  now  presented  from  the  broken  register,  which  has  been  preserved,  of  the 
Stiltaun's  correspondence,  follow  almost  immediately  after  the  Letters  with  whicl^the 
Volume  already  published  concludes,  althougli  there  is  an  interval  of  about  twenty 
montlis  between  them ;  tlie  former  series  ending  with  the  year  Dutlo,  (or  March,  17B7,) 
and  the  present  one  commencing  with  tlie  month  of  Zaking  of  the  year  Sftr^  (or 
December,  1788.)  This  Is  the  most  considerable  of  the  difft-fent  chasms,  which  occur 
in  tliis  record,  between  February,  1785,  when  it  begins,  and  December,  1793,  when 
it  closes. 
iVith  these  short  prelhninary  ob-^ervations,  the  Editor  places  the  following  translations  in 
the  hands  of  the  Reader ;  sensible,  from  tbe  high  and  acknowledged  reputation  of  the 
Author,  that  they  stand  not  in  need  of  any  external  recommendation  to  bis  notice. 

Letter  I. — ^To    Hibain   Ali  Khan,  must  [then],  in  conjunctioti  with  tbe 

Foujd^r  of  Furkhy^  (Ca«  aforesaid  Meer,    ipake  prisoners  of^ 

licut)  dated  12th  of  Z^-  and  slay,  the  infidels  [utterly].    Soch 

king,     year    Sara,    (A.  of  the  males  among  them  as  may  be 

M.  1216,)  corresponding  under  twenty  years  of  age  are  to  be 

with    14th    December,  made  prisoners.*    Of  the  remaining 

1/88.  Unbelievers,  let  Jive  thousand  *e  ntf- 

.  Mbee  Husun  Ali  has  been  die-  pended  to  trees.'* 

patched  [to  you]  with  two  kushoons.  — -— 

With  the  assistance  of  Almighty  God,  OBSERVATIONSv 

and  guided  by  the  divine  grace,  be  It  appears  by  another  letter  in  th^ 

will,  with  the   [further]   aid  of  the  collection^  that  the  Meer  Husun  Ali, 

holy  Prophet,  [soon]  join  you*    You  here  mentioned,  was  the  second  bi:^h* 

*  That  is  to  say,  their  lives  were  to  be  spared,  and  they  v/etc  to  be  detained  as  cap* 
tives,  or,  in  other  words,  to  be  made  Mussulmans.  Those  prisoners  whose  a^  amaimtedl 
to,  or  ex«e«ded|  twenty  years,  were,  of  course,  to  be  put  to  death* 

Vol.  12.  C  c 
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fhy  of  the  first  Jysbe  kochariy  i  and 
that  the  reinforcements  proceeding 
under  bit  command  to  the  coast  of 
Malabar,  consisted  of  the  two  ku- 
fhoons  of  Syed  Humeed  and  Syed 
Ghufiniir,  and  of  two  thousand  infan- 
try, commanded  by  Monsieur  Laily. 
Tbeseitroops  appear  to  have  descended 
into  the  Payeen-ghaut,  by  the  Pass  of 
Tambercherry. 

The  expedition  here  spoken  of  had 
nothing  less  for  its  object  than  the 
.  utter  extermination,  or  conversion  to 
the  Mahommedan  faith,  of  the  whole 
nation  of  Nairs:  nor  was  its  suc- 
cess inconsiderable  ;  for  we  shall  here- 
after see  the  Sultaun  boasting  '*  that 
"  be  had  raised  seven  hundred  thou- 
"  sand  of  these  people  to  the  honour 
'*  of  Islam."*  What  numbers  of  them 
fell  in  battle,  or  were  put  to  an  igno- 
minious death,  after  being  made  pri- 
soners, does  not  appear ;  but,  advert- 
ing to  the  very  sanguinary  character  of 
the  warfare  in  question,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  slaughter  made  of 
them  at  this  period  was  immense. 

Letter  II.— To  the  Bukhshy  of  the 
£hsh^m  of  the  Hihzoor, 
and    to    the    Sipabdar 
Meer  Mulimood.  Same 
date. 
"  You  must,  agreeably  to  the  in- 
structions formerly  given  to  you,  dis- 
cover the  retreat  (or  hiding  places)  of 
the  Infidels  J  and,  making  pr!Son<:;rs 
of  tbem,  .hang  upon  trees  such  of  them 
MS  are  to  be  hung ;,  and,  of  the  re- 
mainder, dispatch  to  Periapataro  such 
as  are  to  be  dispatched.*' 


Leitbr  III.— To  Meer  Hyder,  Fouj- 

dftr  of   Kotungeery. — 

Dated  15th  Zakiry,  or 

17th  December,  1788. 

*'  The  rajahs  of  Kotungeery  and  of 

Kertn&t  appear  to    be    united   in  a 


friendly  league  with  BMi  Rio.f  If 
by  any  artifice  you  can  lay  bold  of 
those  [persons],  make  prisoners  of 
them  instantly,  and  dispatch  them  !• 
hell.  If  the  two  dogs  fall  into  your 
hands  [be  sure  to]  act  cdnfomuibly 
with  the  above  [directions].'* 


LsTTBR  IV.— To  Meer  Khyriilleh, 
Bukhshy  of  Jnm^i^b^. 
Dated  igth  2^kiry,  or 
21st  December. 
Extract. — "  Some  time  ago,  Ghi!l- 
l^m  Mahommed,  the  aomil  of  Kii- 
ri&l  (Mangalore)  sent  to  the  Presenot 
two  samples  of  musquets  [lately]  im- 
ported by  a  Dutch  ship ;  informing  us 
[at  the  same  time],  that  the  price  of 
one  was  14,  and  the  price  of  the 
other  15  mpees.  To  this  we  wrote 
for  answer,  that  buying  the  musquets 
valued  at  14  for  13  rupees,  and  those 
valued  at  \5  for  14  rupees,  be  was  to 
pay  for  the  same,  if  agreeable  to  the 
owners,  with  sandal  wood,  black  pep* 
per,  &c.  J  but  if  payment  was  re- 
quired in  money,  then  money  was  to 
be  given  to  them.  It  is  now  likewist 
written  to  you,  that  you  are,  con- 
jointly with  the  above-mentioned 
aumil,  to  act  agreeably  to  the  fSore- 
going  directions." 


Letter  Y— To  the  Aumil  of  KftriU 
(Mangalore)  Same  date. 
*'  Two  or  three  French  ships  are 
about  to  arrive  there,}  in  order  to  pur- 
chase grain,  &c.  You  must,  in  coo- 
sequence,  on  the  plea  of  scarcity,^  put 
some  advance  on  the  price  of  the  groin. 
And  if  the  commanders  of  those  ships 
should  bring  any  urzies  (humble  let- 
ters) to  our  address,  you  must  indost 
the  same  to  the  Presence  in  urzies  from 
yourself;  and  [afterwards]  deliver  to 
them,  when  they  reach  you,  such 
answers  as  we  may  write.'* 


*  It  is  possible  that  l)oth  ttiose  slain  io  battle,  and  the  prisoners  hung  m  tprroremj  nty 
havebeen  included  in  tbis  number,  since  the Suitaiin  i^  known,  on  a  former  mcMnormhk 
oocasion,  to  have  ordered  the  dead,  as  well  as  ihe  living,  to  be  circiuiietsed.  See  pifc 
150  of  •*  Select  Letters  of  Tippoo  Soltatui.'* 

t  Name  doubtful. 

%  That  is,  at  Mangalore. 

$  Original,  jj  VXj^\  ^  **  Settiaf  forth,  or  represeutiDg  the  scarchy." 
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Jismm  VI.— To    the    Pondicberrf 
Fringy,   (i.  e.  the  Go- 
vernor of  Pondicherry). 
Dated  24tb  Z^iry,  year 
S^r^,  or  26th  Decem- 
ber, 1788. 
*'  The  account  which  you  wrote  of 
the  death  of  Mabommed   Ali   Kban*8 
ion*  is  --known    (i.  e.  has  been  re- 
ceived). Assuredly,  you  will  [continue 
to]  procure  intelligence  from  Chinna- 
puta  (Madras),  and  write  the  same  [to 
us]  for  [our]  information.     Ghe  [us] 
ako    information,    in  detail,    of   the 
affairs  of  France;  and  with  regard  to 
the    vakeels     (embassadors)    of   the 

•ircar."  

OBSERVATIONS. 
Although  the  improper  style  of  the 
foregoing  letter  is  almost  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  belief  that  it  was  actually 
addressed,  as  the  entry  in  ibe  regiftter 
purports,  io  the  Pondicherry  Frir.gy  j 
yet  it  is  more  likely  that  this  contemp- 
tuous designation  was  confined  to  the 
copy-book,  as  other wi^  the  afiront 
would  have  been  too  palpable  to  es- 
cape notice.  The  present  is  not  the 
only  occasion  on  which  the  Sultan  has 
been  seen  to  write  in  an  abrupt  and 
unceremonious  manner  to  the  governor 
of  Pondicherry ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  say, 
whether  the  oflfensive  conduct  pursued 
in  this  respect  by  the  former,  or  the 
apparent  submission  of  the  latter  to 
such  indignity,  is  most  extraordinary. 
And  here  it  seems  worthy  of  remark, 
that  the  Sultan  never  ventured  to  in- 
dulge the  same  spirit  of  arrogance  in 
bis  correspondence  with  any  of  the 
British  governors.  Why,  it  may  be 
asked,  did  he  make  this  distinction 
between  the  two  nations  ?  and  why 
was  that  distinction  to  the  prejudice  of 
those  whom  it  was  niost  natural  for 
him  to  flatter  and  conciliate  ?  It  cer- 
tainly did  not  proceed  from  any  predi- 
lection in  favour  of  the  English.  Was 
it  because  he  gave  the  latter  credit  for 
being  more  conversant  than  (heir  rivals 
in  the  forms  of  Asiatic  correspondence, 
and  therefore  more  likely  to  detect  bis 
encroachments  -,  or  did  ii  arise  from  an 


involuntary  respect  for  their  snperior 
power  ?  Possibly  both  considerations 
might  have  contributed  to  produce 
this  curious  trait,  and  apparent  ano- 
maly, in  the  Suhan*s  deportment  to- 
wards his  two  European  correspon- 
dents: 

The  vakeels  nientioned  in  the  pre- 
sent letter  are  those  whom  the*  Sultan 
sent  to  France,  by  sea,  about  the  midr 
die  of  the  preceding  year  (I7S7). 

Lt,TTZBL  VII— To    Shaikh    Kdtb.— 
Dated  2g\h  Zakiry,  or 
31st  December,  1788. 
"  The  account  you  humbly  commu- 
nicated fio  us  J  of  your  having  seized 
upon    eighty-two     Mapilabs,    Nairs« 
Brahmans,  &c.  is  known.     Lei  sucJL 
of  the  moles  amor^g  them  (is  are  past 
twenty  years  of  age  he  hung  upon  tress  j 
and  tell  Dileer  Dil  Khan  to  divide  hit 
forces  into  three  divisions,  and,  mak- 
ing diligent  search*  among  the  woods, 
&c.  seize    upon   all     [he  may  meet; 

with]."  

OBSERVATIONS. 
Here  the  Sultan  consigns  the^Md- 
pilabs,  though  Mahoromedans,  to  the 
same  punishment  as  the  Hindoos.  The  ' 
truth  is,  tliat  be  regarded  all  Mussul- 
mans who  acted  in  league  with  his 
enemies,  or  in  opposition  to  his  own 
views  of  what  the  glory  and  interest 
of  Islam  required,  in  the  same  light 
as  open  Infidels;  and,  accordingly,  on 
all  occasions,  felt  the  same  sentiments 
of  hatred  for  both. 

Lettbr   VI II.— Address,  omitted.—^ 
Dated  7th  Behmdny, 
or7lh  January,  1789. 
Extract. — ^This  letter,  besides  some 
directions  respecting  the  form  of  the 
turbans  to  be  worn  by  the  different 
corps  of  the  army,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing remarkable  passage,  which  is 
not  unworthy  the  notice  of  command- 
ing officers  in  general,  but  particularly 
of  those  serving  in  India. 

** Let  the  troops  be  paraded  for 

"  exercise  once  a  day,  in  the  after- 
^  Doon.f    It  is  needless  [to  do  ibis]  a 


*  The  Uroeer  ul  Omra,  who  died  1788. 

t  In  the  oriuinal — ^^  When  five  ghurrics  (or  about  two  hours)  of  day  remain t" 
•bout  4  o'clock  io  the  aficrnooii. 

Cc2 
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•ecood  time ;  becaote  exercise  twice  in 
the  [same]  day  harasses  the  meo."* 

LiTTii  IX.— To  Hukeero  W&sil; 
dated  21st  of   Reh- 
miuy,  or  2l8t  Jana- 
ary,  1789- 
Extract. 
''  What  you  have  humbly  set  forth  in 
support  of  [the  expediency  o(]  ampu- 
tating the  leg  of  Meet  Indit  Coollah 
Khan,  and  which  you  state  to  be  the 
opinion  [both]  of  the  physicians  and 
the  patient  [himself],  is  known.     But 
of  this  there  is  the  most  entire  assur- 
ance [or  certainty]  :  namely,  that  the 
moment  the  leg  is  cut  off,  the  patient 
will  resign  his  soul  to  God.     You 
must  [therefore,  contihue  to]  admi- 
nister [to    him]   the  medicine  with 
which  we  favoured  you  :   and  as  soon 
as  it  is  expended,  state  th^  same  to  the 
presence,  when  a  further  supply  shall 
be  graciously  bestowed  [upon  you/'] 


OBSERVATIONS. 
Whether  the  Sultan's  interference 
in  the  case  of  Meer  Inkit  Coollah  arose 
from  any  particular  solicitude  that  he 
felt  for  the  welfare  of  that  person,  or 
sprung  merely  from  an  over-weening 
conceit  of  his  own  medical  knowledge, 
is  uncertain  :  but,  however  this  might 
be,  his  conduct  in  the  present  instance 
is  probably  without  example ;  and,  to 
lay  the  least  of  it,  indicates  an  extraor- 
dinary obliquity  of  understan  :ing.  For 
not  satisfied,  as  on  former  occasion8,t 
with  simply  obtruding  his  physical  ad- 
vice we  here  see  him  opposing,  (and, 
in  feet,  forbidding)  a  surgical  operation 
of  the  necessity  of  which  the  patient 
himself,  (whose  life  perhaps,  depended 
on  its  early  performance)  as  well  as 
his  medical  attendants^  appeared  to  be 
entirely  convinced. 

•  Literally,  "  tbc  men  aredbtracted  or  confounded.** 
.  t  See  pa9e8l46  and  3lOof  <'  Select  Letters  of  Tippoo  Soltan 


UttiiX.— To  AbdftlM^nct  Bokh- 
shy  of  RhshJkn  i  snie 
date. 
Fbur  urzies  from  yoti—  twoof  theaa 
in  the  Persian,  and  two  in  the  HiodI 
character,—  have  passed  under  [oor] 
view.  You  must,  in  concert  with 
Hussun  Ali  Khan,  the  second  Bokh- 
shy  of  the  Jyshe  chastiw  the  infideb ; 
and  perusinR§  the  Hiikro  Niroeh 
(Instructions)  written  and  delivered  to 
him,  act  agreeably  to  the  same.  Ha- 
ving, moreover,  ascertained  the  respec- 
tive haunts  of  *  *  *  II  5  of  the 
Paroo  Purpn&rman,  and  of  the  other 
insurgents,  and  having  made  prisooen 
of  them,  let  them  be  hung  upioa  trees. 

LiTTia  XI.— To  the  Sipahdare  Syed 
Humeed  and  Syed  Ghuf> 
(kr ;  same  date. 

You  must  show  the  H(ikm-nkiidi, 
which  was  written  and  delivered  to 
you,  to  H(lsain  Ali  Khan,  the  Foujdar 
of  that  placef  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  jf  yoo 
should  have  -slain  and  made  prisooen, 
before  the  arrival  of  our  special  retinae 
[there,]  the  number  of  insurgents  (or 
rebels)  which  you  were  directed  bj 
your  instructions  to  slay  and  make 
prisoners,  it-  will  be  well—- otherwise 
you  shall  see  what  is  to  be  aeen^ 
Consider,  moreover,  our  special  rett« 
nue  as  being  nearly  arrived   (or,  at 

band.)  

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  letter  furnishes  an  additiooal 
proof  of  what  was  observed  on  a  for- 
mer occasion — namely,  that  no  con- 
sideration of  the  merit,  rank  or  servi- 
ces of  any  individual  *  was  sufficient 
to  exempt  him  firom  the  disgrace  of 
being  addressed  by  the  Sultan,  when- 
ever the  latter  happened  to  be  dissatis- 
fied with  him,  in  the  same  terms  of 
acrimonious,  and  even  vulgar  reptoof 
that  he  would  apply  to  the  meanest  of 


t  Most 


;  probablv 
of  the  sek 


the  Sbaikh  Abdal  Molk  (thea  Kibmndar  of  Hooscotah)  addressed  it 
lect  letters. 


page  364  < 

.    J  Litetallv,  '<  looking  at.* 

j  OrifliiiiaJ  illegible. 

t  That  is  Fnrkky  or  Calioat— Two  or  three  words  which  follow  here  are  muBtd- 
liaibl^ 

**  By  this  eapressioBa  threat  of  displeasortt  or  pOHslnMiit  Is  iateoded  to  be  cos- 
▼eyed. 
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bit  tobjcctf.—  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  both  Syed  Humeed  and  Syed 
Ghoff^r  stood  among  the  foremost  of 
those  who  enjoyed  their  master's  con« 
fidence  and  good  opinion ;  yet  we 
here  see  that  this  did  not  prevent  him 
from  intimating  to  them,  in  a  coarse 
and  insulting  manner,  that  if  they  dis- 
appointed his  expectations,  they  might 
be  assured  of  experiencing  some  signal 
mark  of  his  displeasure.  Such  de- 
grading treatment  was  certainly  little 
calculated  to  inspire  those  who  were 
liable  to  it  either  with  affection  for  the 
person,  or  with  zeal  for  the  honor  or 
interest  of  their  tyrant :  iind  if  the 
instances  of  their  swerving  from  their 
fidelity  to  him  were  rare,  (as  was  no 
doubt  the  case)  this  is  easily  explained 
by  a  reference  to  the  rigorous  precau- 
tions which  he  adopted  and  whiph  have 
been  elsewhere  noticed ;  with  the 
express  view  of  preventing  their  de- 
fection. 

LiTTiR  XII.— To  Dildwar  Khan  Lo- 
h4ny  and  Meer  Hyder. 
Same  date. 
Yoo  ronst  conduct  yourselves  en 
your  station,  with  great  vigilance  and 
circamspection,  and  assume  towards 
the  unbelievers  an  artful  and  con- 
ciliating behaviour ;  taking  care  not 
to  let  them  by  any  means  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  our  having  any  quar- 
rel with  them.  With  the  blessing  of 
God  the  aider,  our  special  retinue  will 
shortly  shed  splendour  on  that  quarter. 
Let  this  circumstance  [however]  that 
is  to  say,  the  approach  of  our  special 
retione,  be  kept  secret. 

OBSERVATIONS. 
It  is  probable  that  the  Meer  Hyder 
named  in  the  title  of  the  foregoing 
dispatch,  is  the  tame  person  to  whom 
letter  3  is  addressed,  and  who  is  there 
called  Foujddr  of  Kotungeery.  In 
this  case  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
by  the  unbelievers  alluded  to,  the  Nairs 
of  Malabar  were  naeant.  The  Sulun 
bad  not  at  this  time  determined^  at 


least  openly,  on  attacking  the  Ra}ah  of 
Travancore  :  and  though  he  had  made 
some  progress  in  the  execution  of  his 
designs  against  Malabar,  he  might 
still  be  desirous  of  lulling  the  tiibes 
immediately  subject  to  the  authority  of 
Meer  Hyder,  and  Dildwar  Khan,  into 
such  ^  state  of  security,  as  should  faci- 
litate the  accomplishment  of  his  ulti- 
mate views  respecting  them. 

Lbttbr  XIIL— To  Mahomed  Ali, 
2d  Dewin  of  Fur- 
khy  (Calicut)    da- 
ted 2dth  of  Rkzj, 
or  28th    February, 
1789. 
"  At  this  time,  two  hundred  and 
forty-two  N^im^rs,    (Nairs)  of  Wu- 
teer,*  Sh^leer,*  &c.  (being  prisoners 
taken  in  Wuteerwar,*  have  been  sent 
to  you ',  and  a  detailed  list  of  them, 
according   to  tribes,    is  herewith  en- 
closed.     Having  circumcisedf  them, 
you  must  enroll  them  among  the  faith- 
ful, and  give  to  each  man  six  cubits  of 
cloth  and  a  turban  5  and  to  each  woman 
eight  cubits  of  cloth  and  a  petticoat, 
according  to  the  ordinance,    [in  this 
case.]      Keep  them,  moreover,  with 
care.    If  there  should  be  any  devia- 
tion from  this  [command] ;  or  if  any 
of  those  [in  question]  should  escape, 
you  will  come  under  our  displeasure.*' 

Lbttbe  XIV. — ^To  Budr  iiz  Zumftn 
Khan,  •and  others : 
dated  5th  of   Rub- 
b^ny    or     6th     of 
March,  1789. 
CIRCULAR. 
*'  Seven  months  a'go,$  our  n)ecial 
retinue  proceeded  in  splendour  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  the  country  of  Fur- 
khy  (Calicut,)  when  calling  together 
all  the  N&imirs,    and  Mdpilars,  we 
made  enqviiry  respecting  the  state  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
ridts;     and,   having    ascertained    the 
same,   remitted  a  third  part   of  the 
amount  which  they  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  pay  to  the  Sircar,  delivering 


*  The  names  of  these  places  are  Qncertain. 

t  Th^  word  which  I  have  here  rendered tknwi€i$e^,  la  not  l^blein  the  original;  or. 


\    at  least^  ii  ntft  so  to  me 

t  Has  is  lo  say,  in  Aiigasri788* 
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at  the  tame  time  to  every  one  of  the 
rulers  or  chief  men  of  the  country,*  a 
H6km-D4meh  (or  mandate)  to  the  fol- 
following  eflTect.  "  Your  tribute,t 
has  been  reduced  one  third  part.  You 
inust,  [therefore,]  apply  yourselves, 
diligently  and  faithfully  to  the  promoU 
jng  of  cultivation  j  and,  paying'  your 
rents  regularly  to  the  Sircar,  always 
attend  obediently  upon  our  aumils. 
^Moreover,  as  amons^  the  tribe  of  Ndi- 
mdrs,  the  woman  nas  no  fixed  hus- 
band, or  the  roan  any  fixed  wife  ;  but 
the  whole  with  the  exception  of  mo- 
thers, sisters,  and  daughters,'  cohabit 
|>romiscuou9ly  together  like  the 
beasU:  now  this  not  being  [a]  good 

S custom,]  it  is  fit  that  you  should 
esist  from  so  hateful  a  practice  ^  and 
that  every  man,  talcing  to  himself  a 
wife,  and  keeping  her  in  his  house, 
do  not  suffer  any  other  person  (or 
stranger)  to  come  before  bef."t  In 
short  9  great  many  other  matters  of 
the  same  improper  nature  were  set 
forth  in  writing  [on  this  occasion  i]§ 
and  at  the  end  of  the  HiUkm-nameh 
Was  written.  "  In  the  course  of  the 
hst  twenty-five  years,  you  have  slain 
.  near  a  hundred  thousand  of  the  Sh-cars* 
soIdiers,||  and  repeatedly  committed 
excesses.  Now,  (  or  henceforward,)  you 
-tnust  desist  from  these  proceedings: 
but  if  you  should  ever  again  be  guihy 
of  the  like^  or  engage  in  war  or  tu- 
mult against  the  Ahmedy  Sircar,  we 
will,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  the 
helper,  act  by  you  according  to  the  book 
of  God;  and,  carrying  into  execution, 
the  commands  of  God,  and  of  the  mes- 
senger of  God,  will  confer  upon  your 
whole  nation  the  honour  of  Islam ;. 
and  place,  (or  enroll)  every  individual 
of  you  in  the  Ahmedy  ranks."  This 
was  given  in  writing :  after  which, 
having  laid  our  strict  injunctions  on 

f  Original   Aya£B^  MwhMooly   which  is  ordinarily  applied  io  Hindoostan,  to  the 

duties  or  customs  of  trade. 

%  I.  e,  into  her  presence. 

\  The  meaning  seems  to  be  that  many  other  mal-practices  of  the  Nain,  besides  tbr 
promiscnons  interconrse  of  the  sexes,  vrere  noticed  and  prohibited  on  this  occasion. 

I  'iliere  is  no  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  Jobs  sofltained,  by  Hyder  and  his  Sen,  in  the 
aabjo^tion  of  the  Nairs,  (if  they  coald  be  said  to  have  ever  been  subdued))  is  at  aH  •Tf^ 
rated  in  this  place. 

%  The  transaction  here  spoken  of,  is  also  mentiooed  in  the  SnltaiA  own  tteaiotcs..  See 
y\.\  t  tf07  of  Select  Letters,  of  Tippoo  Saltan. 

*  *  Meaning,  of  coorae,  against  the  infidels  of  Malabar. 
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the  whole  [body]  our  special  retinae 
shed  splendour  on  the  royal  residence 
(Seringapatam.)^ 

Four  niouths  after  this  Qsettlemeot,] 
these  base  wretches,  spreading  confo- 
sion  around,  and  setting  sedition  oq 
fool,  broke  out  universally  into  [i 
fresh]  rebellion  5  and  engaging  io  fre- 
quent hostilities  with  the  Foujdars  sta- 
tioned among  them,  reduced  the  latter 
to  ^reat  straits.  Immediately  npoD 
learning  of  the  whoreson  behaviour  d. 
the  infidels,  our  special  retinue  agaia 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Farkfay 
(Cnlicut,)  with  a  view  to  fulfilling  the 
commandrhents  of  God,  and  of  tfat 
messenger  of  God,  as  contained  in  the 
Koran,  and  delivered  twelve  hondred 
years  ago.  The  crusades  which  [in 
consequence]  took  place  at  that  period, 
may  be  learned  by  reference  to  ancient 
l>ool^s.  Since  then,  no  person  has 
undertaken  a  crusade,^^  till  now  that 
we,  through  the  divine  favour,  and  widi 
aid  of  the  holy  prophet,  have  embarked 
in  the  present  one,  with  which  no 
other  good  work  can  compare ;  nor 
can  any  claim  so  high  a  reward.** 

The  letter  proceeds  to  state  that  the 
holy  war  now  pursuing  had  already  led 
to  the  spontaneous  profession  of  the  true 
faith  by  great  numbers  of  the  infideh 
and  their  .families  :  and  it  concludes, 
with  inculcating  the  positive  duty  of 
all  Mussulmans,  to  take  up  arms  for 
the  advancement  of  Islam  ;  and  by  ex- 
patiating on  the  favour  which  they  will 
by  so  doing,  acquire  with  God,  with 
his  prophet,  and  with  the  Mahomedin 
^orld  at  large. 

N.  B.  The  foregoing  mandate  wai 

■  directed  to  be  read  to  the  whole  of 

theMusstilman  population  of  the  place, 

who  were  to  be  assembled  for  the  pur- 

pose,  on  the  next  ensuing  Friday  after 
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itsreceipt  in  die  pnblic  mosqae,  where, 
besides  the  customary  devotions  of 
the  day,  a  special  thanksgiving  was 
ordered  to  be  rendered  to  the'almighty, 
for  the  Sultanas  recent  successes,  and 
prayers  to  be  offered  up  for  a  conti- 
nnance  of  the  same.  The  service 
was  appointed  to  be  closed  with  a 
discharge  of  twenty-one  guns,  and  the 
distribution  of  fifty  retls  (maunds)  of 
sugar,  anu>ng  the  people  (i.  e.  the  true 
believers). 

At  the  end  of  the  present  letter, 
the  Saltan  signifies  his  intention  of 
repairing  speedily  to  Seringapatam. 
He  would  appear,  at  the  date  of  it, 
to  have  been  encamped  in  the  vicinity 
of  Chercul  and  Kotungeery. 


LiTTBR  XV.— To  Mahommed  Ali, 
Bukhshyof  the  Hu- 
zour  Ehsh&m ;  dated 
12th  of  Rubb^ny, 
or  12th  March,  1789. 
"  You  will,  with  three  Rissalehs  of 
Ehshim,  and  a  hundred  Mahorame- 
dies,*  under  Mahommed  Ali,  Sofy, 
and  M^i  Mahommedy,  proceed  to- 
wards the  fort  of  Kumbary,t  and  hav- 
ing arrived  within  a  coss  or  two  of 
the  same,  where  a  body  of  the  infidels, 
belong  to  the  garrison,  are  assembled. 
You  are^  (with  the  assistance  of  the 
Mahommedies)  to  ascertain  their  exact 
position,  and,  having  done  so,  are  to 
fall  upon  them  from  three  different 
quarters,  svid  to  make  the  whole  of 
them  prisoners.'  You  are  then  to 
encamp  close  to  the  aforesaid  fort, 
where,  preparing  by  means  of  the  Ma- 
hommedies, a  repast  of  rice  and  beef;} 
you  must  feed  the  whole  of  your  pri- 
soners there  on  the  same  day,  and 
afterwards  incorporate  them  with  the 
professors  of  Islam.  They  are  then 
to  be  given  in  char^  to  the  Mahom- 
medies, with  directions  for  their  being 


all  forthwith  circumcised.  This  being 
done,  let  them  be  reinstated  in  tbe^ 
possessions.!  Having  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  days  accomplishedT  all 
this  bcrsiness,  you  will  on  the  fourth 
day  repair  to  the  presence. 

"  You  are  to  take  Wankut  Rao,  a 
Persian  writer,  and  a  GCim^hteh,  who 
is  a  Hindy  writer,  along  with  yon  : 
and,  measuring  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  fort,  c>use  the  particulars  to 
l>e  set  down  in  writing,  and  transmitted 
to  the  presence." 

Letter  XVL— ToGhai^m  Husain, 

Shaikh    ul  Isl^m; 

dated  15th  of  Rub- 

bSny,  or  tfce  15tti 

March,  1789. 

"  Your  humble  address  containing 

an  account  of  the  flight  jj  of  the  N^i- 

m^r  riots  of  the  village  of  PoptHany,^ 

has  passed  under  our  view.  ,  Wbe^t 

business  have  you  with  the  absconding 

of,  or  with    the    sending  after,   the 

Nairo^rs,  &c.  ?     When  you  shall  bo 

favoured    with   a  Hiikm-nlmeh    (or 

instructions)  from   the  presence,  you 

must  act  according  to  what  may  bo 

written   therein;      until    that    time, 

remain  near**  the  Umlddr,  (or  manager 

of  the  district.)" 

OBSERVATIONS. 
Among  the  Mahommedans,  the 
Shaikh  tA  Isl&m,  answers  to  the  chief 
priest  or  metropolitan  of  other  coun- 
tries. Of  the  exact  nature,  however, 
of  the  office  under  Tippoo  Sultan's 
government,  I  am  ignorant.  But 
whatever  authonty  he  might  be  allowed 
to  exercise  in  spiritual,  it  appears  by 
this  letter'  that  he  was  not  suffered  to 
arrogate  any  in  temporal,  afiairs,  and 
that  if  he  ventured  to  do  so,  (no  matter 
with  what  motive)  the  sanctity  of  his 
staticm  did  not  secure  him  from  expt- 


*  By  Mahomroediesy  are  probably  meant  tome  particular  class  of  convertt  to'Islam. 
•¥  Name  uncertain. 

1  The  l^indoo  who  eats  beef,  necessarily  loses  cast. 
%  Literally,  «*  let  them  be  left,  as  they  w^e  before,  in  their  houses." 
I  Original,  /Ay  «.  rt^-fotub,  literally  **  covering  or  concealing  the  face." 
f  Name  oncertaib. 

**  These  words  would  seem  to  imply  that  the  Shaikh  ul  Islam,  had  quitted  bis  ^r#pir 
•tation^for  the  porpost  of  condoaiog  ius  soq^uirks  respecting  the  abKonA^d  riots. 
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rtenciog,  m  cocmiioo  with  others,  the 
bitterest  reprehension  of  his  sovereign. 

LiTTiiXVIL— To   Turbiyut  Ali 
Khan,    and  Meer 
A)i;»   dated  l6th 
Rubblkny.  or  l6th 
March,  iJQQ. 
'^  Your   bumble  address,  accom- 
panied by  a  box,  containing  a  letter 
irom    the    governor    of    Cbinaputa, 
(Madras)  has  passed  under  our  view. 
Yon  must  send  word  to  the  pair  of 
Hnrk&rehs,  [who  brought  the  letter  in 
question]  '*  that  the  victorious  army 
IS  at  a  great  distance  ;  that  an  answer 
to  the  letter  brought  by  them,  will  be 
forwarded    hereafter ;    and  that  they 
may,  therefore,  for  the  presenf,   go 
back  to  Chinaputa.** 

OBSERVATIONS. 
As  the  distance  of  the  army  did 
not  pKvent  the  Sultan^ from  receiving 
the  governor's  letter,  or  from  advising 
the  Bukhshies  of  its  receipt,  neither 
could  that  circumstance  have  opposed 
any  obstacle  to  his  returning  an  imme- 
diate answer  to  it,  or  to  the  transmis- 
sion  of  that  answer  by  the  English 
messengers,  if  such  had  been  his  wish. 
But  whatever  might  be  the  motive  of 
his  conduct  in  the  present  instance, 
it  appears  that  to  another  letter  which 
he  received  about  a  week  after,  from 
the  tame  quarter,  he  dispatched  a 
reply  without  the  delay  of  a  single 
day.  The  former  of  the  two  letters 
in  question,  was,  probably,  from  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell,  announcing  his' 
resignation  of  the  government  of  Fort 
St.  George  ;  and  th«  latter  was,  no 
doubt,  from  his  successor,  Mr.  Hdlland, 
the  answer  to  it,  dated  24th  of  Rub- 
\Any,  or  25th  March,  178(),  expressing 
in  terms  of  civility,  *'  the'  Sultan's 
pleasure  at  learning  of  the  writers 
succession  to  the  government,  and  his 
hope  that  the  new  governor  would 
exert  him^lf  to  improve  the  friendly 
relations  already  subsisting  between  the 


Usud   Ilhye  Sircar,  and  the 
Company." 

By  a  letter  which  follows  here, 
addressed  to  Boda  dz  Zuman  KJbbi, 
it  appears  that  the  latter  had  lately  pot 
Tukojee  Holcar's  agents  in  possessioD 
of  certain  lands  in  the  district  of  Gujon- 
der  Ghurr,  which  had  been  bestowed 
upon  that  Mahrattah  chieftain,  by  the 
Sultaun — whether  recently,  or  on  any 
former  occasion,  is  uncertain. 

Letter  XVIII.  —  To  Ushruf  AK 
Khan ;  daird 
igihRubbiny, 
origth  March, 

Extract. 
"Yon  write  that,  with  our  permission, 
your  8on  will  repair  to  kiss  oor  thresh- 
old, after  having  performed  the  [cus- 
tomary] rites  of  the  blessed  month  of 
Rumz^n.f  Now  the  same  month  of 
Rumxdn,  which  occurs  therb,  wiU 
occur  HERB.  You  must,  therefore, 
dispatch  the  aforesaid  to  the  Preseoce, 
that  he  mav  offer  up  the  prayers  of 
the  season  het^  \  a  passport  for  him  is 
accordingly  enclosed.** 

OBSERVATIONS. 
It  is  probable  that  Ushruf  AH  Khao 
had  been  directed  by  the  Sultan  to  send 
his  son  to  court,  and  had,  in  conse- 
quence, requested  leave  to  detain  him 
till  the  expiration  of  the  fast.  The 
Sultan  who  rarely  tolerated  the  slightest 
departure  from  his  orders,  refuses  bb 
request  with  a  sarcasm  entirely  la  cha- 
racter. 

Letter  XIX.— To  Uzmut  tMk 

Khan,Darogha(or 

supenntendant)  of 

the  fleet  at  Ktuiil. 

(Mangalore);  same 

date. 

"  What  you  have  humbly  stated 

respecting  your  want  of  Cofr^  Rope, 

&c.  is  known.-   It  is  written  in  your 


*  These  officert  appoar  hy  other  documantt,  to  have  been  Bukhthiet  of  the  ff-i*fhlrti 
Stationed  in  the  district  of  Bangalore. 
t  RunixioistheMahommedanJ..ent. 

%  Original,  (J«>mU  lU  hy  Europeans,  called  CWr.    It  i^  the  fibront  subttaact  whick 

^velopes  the  Ckiooaaat  \  and  of  which  an  expcUeat  kind  of  rope  is  made. 
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H&km-D&meb,  that  yoa  are  to  employ 
the  KhuIIUies  (sailors)  during  the  rainv 
leason,  when  thev  are  disengaged,* 
and  without  any  thing  to  do,  in  bring- 
ing Coir  from  the  woods^  and  in  raak* 
ing  the  tome  into  Rope.  You  rouit, 
therefore,  have  consigned  your  HAkm- 
niraeh  to  the  niche  of  oblivion,  and, 
never  looking  into  it,  do,  by  this  means, 
spoil  (i.  e.  waste)  tlie  paper  of  the 
Sircar  in  writing  idle  (or  nonsensical) 
stories.  This  is  not  a  proper  thing } 
you  must  act  in  conformity  with  your 

instructions. ' 

Letter  XX.— To  AbdOl  KAdir  Taa- 
l^kdAr  of  Kotungeeryj 
dated  22d  Rubb^ny,  or 
22nd  March,  1789. 
"  We  have  conferred  the  honour  of 
Islamism  on  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
Infidels^  of  whom  we  have  detained 
the  Lumboony  Bhutm^r,t  and  some 
other  of  their  principal  men  who  were 
the  instigators  of  the  [late]  sedition. 
All  the  rest  of  them  we  have  dispatch* 
ed  (or  sent  back)  to  their  respective 
homes,  together  with  their  women  and 
children  j  having  previously,  however, 
taken  engagements  from  them,  and 
given  them  Hdikm-ndmehs  (or  writ- 
ten instructions  for  their  future  guid- 
ance). You  must  communicate  this 
[proceeding]  to  the  unbelievers  [in 
your  quarter]  and,  moreover,  sending 
for  them,  make  Mussulmans  of  them, 
and  then  dismiss  them  to  their  [seve- 
ral] homes,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Lumboony  Bhtitmdr  and  other  chief 
men^  whom  yoa  are  to  detain  with 
yon,  representing  to  them  "  that  you  do 
so  only  till  you  shall  have  received 
khilaais  (dresses  of  honour)  for  them 
from  the  presence,  t^Ur  which  you 
mean  to  dismiss  them  also*  For  the 
present,  five  H6km-n4mehs  are  trans- 
mitted to  you.  Having  taken  from 
their  principal  men  engagements  of  a 
corresponding  tenour  with  the  H6km- 
ndmehs  herewith  sent,  deliver  the 
latter  to  them ;  and  if  yoa  should  be 
in  want  of  any  more  Hiikm-ndmehs, 


state  the  number  yon  require^  and  they 
shall  be  transmitted  to  you. 

Lbttbe  XXL — To  the  nine  Knchnr* 
ries,  exclusive  of 
Jum^  LS^bad  and 
Furkhy,  (  Calicut  j) 
same  date. 

CiRCDLAR. 

"You  must  select  twenty  persons 
from  tmong  the  Moallaems  of  your 
district,  or  those  who  instruct  children 
in  reading :  and  giving  ^ch  of  them 
three  or  four  rupees  (trora  seven  to  nine 
shillings)  for  travelling  expenses^  dis- 
patch them  to  the  presence, where  they 
shall  be  exalted  to  the  office  of  kau- 
zies."  — — 

OBSERVATIONS. 
This  order  is  not  calculated  to  gtvo 
us  any  very  favourable  idea  of  the  de- 
scription of  persons  employed  by  the 
sultan  in  the  office  of  kauzy.     A  vil- 
lage school -master  was  not  likely  to  b« 
very  conversant  in    the  Mahomedan 
law  ;  and  he>  to  whom  the  pittance  of 
three  or  four  rupees  was  considi^red  an 
adequate  compensation  for  the  expenses 
of  a  journey  of  perhaps  two  hundred 
miles,  may  be  fairly  presumed  to  have 
been  among  the  roost  indigent  of  the 
people.    The  inference  as  to  the  pro- 
bable tendency  of  such  appointmentt 
is  obvious.        — 
Letter  XXIL— To    Abd{il    Ruzik, 
Urx    Baigy,|    dated 
6th  of  Ahmedy,  year 
Sur^b,  (Ann.  12 1 7) 
corresponding     with 
thedthoiApril,l789. 
Extract. 
''You  have  done  right  in  committing 
the  two  Nair  chiefs  [you  mention]  t» 
the  custody  of  a  guard. 

*'  Yon  have  represented  that  the  cou- 
sin of  the  traitor.l  and  other  leadens 
\p{  the  Nairs]  have  applied  for  howl 
(or  assurances  of  safety.)  You  must 
[accordingly]  give  them  howl,  and 
having,  no  matter  by  what  means,  got 
them  to  come  in  to  yoa — you  mttsi  pui 

*  qrigioal«  JCiaii,  or  *mfty, 

t  It  would  appear  by  the  context  ^t  these  were  not  proper  names,  bnt  iSbe  desicna- 
nationof  some  particmar  offices  among  the  Nairs,  corresponding  probably  with  laii* 
mooksy  Patcils,  he, 

t  The  Un  Baig,  or  Urs  Baigy,  is  a  kind  of  usher,  or  master  of  ceremonies. 

i  Original,  j^^  dX^  mmmk-kmribm:  most  vnally  implying  9ni  fwiUy  ^  htgnlA*  ' 
Ivdc  It  dots  not  appear  yi^o  tbs  Irmltr  alisded  to  was. 
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ihem  in  cor\finemerU,  add  report  the 
tame  to  us/* 

A  cbasm  of  about  nine  months  oc- 
curs here  in  the  registered  correspond- 
ence ;  the  letters  wiitlen  between  the 
J2ihof  April,  IJSp.  and  the  Ipth  of 
January,  1 790,, being  wanting;  and  the 
next  of  those  preserved  being  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Lbttbb  XXIIL— To  Syed  Abddllah 
and      three      other 
Miish&iks,    or  per- 
sons of  religious  or- 
der ;  dated  27th  of 
RehmS^ny,  year  Su- 
rfib,  or  tlie  year  of 
Mabommed,  1217  ; 
corresponding   with 
the  18th  Jan.  179O. 
(Circular.) 
ITirough  the  divine  favour,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  refuge  of  pro- 
phecy, (Mahommed)  tke  whole  of  the 
Infidels  iaihabiiing  the  district  of  Furk- 
\y  (Calicut)  have  received  »he  honour 
'of  Islamisro.    There  are  only  a  few  on 
this  side  of  the  country  of  Cochin  who 
remain  [to  be  converted  ;]  ftnd   these 
also  it   is  our  firm  determination  to 
exalt    and    distinguish    by  bestowing 
upon  them  the  happiness  of  the  true 
faith.     As  this  [then]   is  an   affair  of 
holy  war,  we   write  to  you,  among 
others  who  are  conversant  in  sacred 
matters,  to  desire  that  you  will  repair, 
accompanied  by  all  the  Mahommedans 
depending  upon  you,  to  our  resplen- 
dent presence  ;  whence,  after  a  little 
while,  having  brought  this  busiuess  to 
a  close,*  we  will  dismiss  you.    Sir, 
and  them,  to  your  respective  homes. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  few  remaining  Infidels  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cochin,  here  i^lluded 
to  by  the  sultan,  were,  no  doubt,  the 
people  of  Travancore  whom  he  had 
alreadyf  endeavoured  to  exalt  (as  he 
expresses  it)  to  the  honour  of  Islam  j 
but  by  whom  he  had  been  shamefully 
pepulsed  in  bis  memorable  assault  of 


their  celebrated  lines,  on  the  TJOfk 
December,  1789.  Of  this  repoh^ 
however,  00  hint  is  dropped,  eitb^  ia 
the  present,  or  in  any  other  letf^  of 
this  prince,  that  has  been  presenred; 
nor  ia  it,  indeed,  probable  than  any 
trace  of  it  would  have  beeo  discover- 
able in  the  corretpoodence  eves 
though  the  letter  had  reached  us  eo- 
tire.  Of  his  murders  and  treacheries 
he  was  not  ashamed  ;  and,  therefor^ 
of  these  we  have  abundant  testxmo- 
nies,  all  of  them  firom  himself.  It  was 
otherwise  with  his  errors  and  defects; 
his  fears  and  his  mortificatioos ;  and, 
accordingly,  we  rarely,  if  ever,  meet 
with  any  allusion  to  them  in  his  writ- 
ings. 

The  inscription  of  the  fovewckag 
letter,  not  specifying  the  place  of  ren- 
dence  of  the  persons  addressed,  I  am 
unable  to  say  whether  they  were  na- 
tural subjects  of  the  sultan  or  not. 
The  circumstance  pf  the  Shaikhs  them- 
selves being  required  to  repair  to  bis 
presence  makes  it  most  probable  that 
they  were. 

It  is  evident  from  the  tenor  of  die 
preceding  circular,  that  at  the  date  of  it 
the  suhan  continued  in  the  resoluticm 
of  resuming,  at  no  distant  period,  bis 
operations  against  the  Travancore 
barrier,  of  which  be  accordingly  ob- 
tained possession  about  three  months 
after.  Of  this  achievement  we  sbaH 
presently  see  bis  own  vapouring  ac- 
count. 

Lett  BR  XXIV. — ^To  Mahommed  Saa- 

eed,       Aumil     of 

Khoo5b-h41-poor;  X 

same  date. 

"  You  have  already  been  written  to 

on  the  subject  of  dispatching  the  ships 

belonging  to  the  Usud  llbye  Sircar, 

(i.  e.  to  us  j)  and  we  now  again  write 

to  direct  that  immediately  on  receipt 

of  this  our  most  gracious  letter,  yoo 

dispatch  with  speed  whatever  number 

of  ships,  grabs,  or    other    vessels  of 

war  there  are  [at  Khoosh-hM-poor]  to 

S^dghaot,  under  charge  of  the  fint 


*  LitcraHy — ^having  obtained  leisure  from  this  work. 

t  That  is  csacUy  three  weeks  prior  tp  the  date  vi  tiie  present  {etter,  or  99th  Dec,  1789. 

%.  This  IB  a  seaport  of  Caiiara. 
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,Durogha    H'ssum    Khan,     and 
•econd  Durogha  Kum^l  dd  Deen.' 


the 


OBSERVATIONS. 
Whether  the  movement  of  this 
naval  force,  here  d  -  .cted  by  the  sul- 
tan, was  ordered  with  the  view  only  of 
placing  it  in  greater  safety  from  any 
attenipt  which  might  be  made  upon  it 
by  the  English,  (with  whom  he,  no 
doubt,  by  this  time  expected  to  be 
involved  in  hostilities ;)  or  was  prepa- 
ratory to  some  operations  on  the  coast 
of  Travancore,  I  have  not  the  means 
of  judging  with  any  certainty.  If, 
however,  by  Sddghaut,  Sargaut,  or 
Saoyhaut,  {for  the  original  is  suscep- 
tible of  each  of  these  readings)  Chow- 
gaut,  placed  in  our  inaps,  near  the 
naouth  of  the  Paniany  river,  be  meant, 
as  I  am  inclined  to  think  is  the  case,* 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  lat- 
ter was  the  object  of  the.  measure  in 

question.  

Lettbe  XXV.— To  Ushraf  Ali  Khan. 

Asof  of  Jumal  a  bddj 

same  date. 
"  Your  humble  address,  accom- 
panied by  two  letters,  written  10  you 
by  Koonchy  Tumnnba,  f  and  a  copy 
of  your  answer  to  the  same,  has  passed 
under  our  most  luminous  view.  For- 
asmuch as  the  abovenamed  is  one 
of  those  infidels  with  whom  we  are  at 
war,  J  and  one  of  the  enemies  of  the 
religion  of  the  prophet,  ynn  are  to 
consider  it  as  being  among  the  acts  of 
tvorship^  to  labour  fjy  every  means  and 
in  every  manner^  to  repel  and  slay  that 
villain.  There  being  ,then,  according 
to  the  word  of  God,  no  objection  lo 
[employing]  oaths  and  engagements  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  an  enemy  of 
the  faith",  that  great  an<l  exalted  personjl 
roust,  in  this  case,  get  possession  of 
and  slay  Koonohy  Tumunba,  by 
whatever  you  may  think  Jit,  or  see  prac' 


ticahh,  whether  the  same  le  ly  oaths 
and  promises^  or  by  trick  an.!  cunning. 
This  matter  (or  action)  m\\  [at  once] 
be  pleasing  to  God  and  the  prophet  of  . 
God,  and  gratifying  to  oor  high  and 
sacred  mind.  Hence  you  must  regard 
unwearied  exertions  in  this  respect  as 
the  most  urgent  of  things,  and  sjjeedily 
seizing  upon  that  infidel,  apprize  us 
of  the  same.  Make,  moreover,  Mus- 
sCilmans  of  the  whole  of  the  unbelievers 
of  that  country  ;  not  leaving  a  single 
individual  [  uhcircumcised  :  ]  foras- 
much as  this  proceeding  will  likewise 
prove  a  means  of  breaking  the  loins  of 
that  infidel." 

OBSERVATION. 

The  foregoing  letter  needs  no  com- 
mentary.   

LrtterXXVI.— To  Gh^liam   AH 
Khan,    Lutf   All 
Khan,  and  Jaafur 
Khan,  dated  28th 
of  JlehmAny,  or 
19th  of  Jan.  1790. 
*'  Agreeably  to  what  you  have  writ- 
ten, (i.  c.  desired)   we  have  sent  orders 
to  ^he   Asof  of  Furkby,  (Calicut)  to 
dispatch   you,  together  with  your  bag- 
g-^je,    to    our  resplendent    Presence. 
You  are  to  proceed  from   Furkhy  t6 
the   resplendent  Presence   by  way  of 
Siidghaut."* 

OBSERVATIONS, 
I  am  ignorant  at  what  time  the 
e'mbassy  sent  by  the  Sultan  towards 
the  commencetnent  of  the  year  178(5], 
ostensibly  toConstantinople,  but  secretly 
to  France,  actually  returned  to  Mysore. 
The  tenor  of  the  foregoing  letter 
would  seem  to  imply  that  it  had  only 
recently  arrived  from  the  Persian  gulph 
at  Calicut ;  upon  which  supposition, 
the  period  of  its  absence  was  not  less 
than  four  years.     Considering  that  it 


*  Particularly  as  it  is  written  8awrar  as  well  as  Chow|rant  in  tbc  map  prefixed  to 
Colonel  Wilk«8*8  History  of  Mysore.  See  also  letter  XXVI.  where  its  position,  wit^ 
respect  to  Calient  is  clearly  indicaied, 

t  Name  very  ancertain* 

t  Or,  it  may  be  rendered  against  whom  it  is  tmtful  or  proper  to  make  war^ 

§  That  is  eqmvalent  to  mk  act  of  worship. 

•  See  Letter  <4. 
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did  not  proceed  farther  than  Constan* 
tinople.  ibis  is  ditBcolt  of  belief.  At 
the  lime  of  its  departure,  it  cgnsisted 
of  Gh61^m  All  Khan,  Ltiif  Ali  Khan, 
and  Shak  NoonSilah.  Instead  of  the 
Dame  of  Shdh  Moorullab,  that  of 
Jaarar  Khan,  appears  io  the  luscription 
of  I  be  present  letier. 

LETTBuXXVJI.—ToBudrAz  Zu- 
rounKban^same 
date. 
"  In  this  letter,  the  SuItaD  informs 
Bodruz  Ziiman  Khan,  of  bit  recent 
soccetis  in  Malabar,  where  he  tells  him 
he  bad  brought  four  hundred  thousand 
infideU  within  the  pale  of  the  MalK>m- 
OKedan  religion.  He  then  announces 
KW  intention  of  proceeding  shortly 
gainst  "  the  accursed  Ram  Nair," 
(the  rajah  of  Travancorc)  whom,  to- 
gether with  his  people,  he  hopes  soon, 
*'  with  the  blessing  of  God,  and  the  aid 
of  the  Prophet,  to  exalt  in  like  manner, 
to  the  honour  of  Islam.**  With  this 
view,  be  proceeds  to  say,  he  has  post- 
poned his  return  to  Seringapatam ; 
**  religious  concerns  and  the  duty  of 
waging  war  against  infidels,  super- 
ceding wttb  biro  all  other  con sidera- 
liooa,  and  exclusively  occupying  his 
attention.** 

Budrikz  Zom^n  Khan,  is  after- 
wards directed  "  to  assemble  together 
all  the  priests,  and  other  beads  of  i  be 
Maboaansedan  Church,  within  his  juris- 
dictioD,  and  to  instruct  them  to  exhort 
all  true  Mussulmans  to  join  in  prayers 
to  the  throne  of  God,  tor  the  success 
of  the  holy  cause  id  which  he  was 
embarked.'* 

LaTTiB  XXVIII.-.T0  tb<?  Sipab- 

dar  Abd61  Ruz- 

zak;  dated  lOtb 

ofRdzy,or31st 

January,  1790. 

♦•  Whatever  number  of  Nairs  shall 

be  sent  to  you,  you  are  immediately 

to  cause  the  )¥bole  of  them  to  be  cir- 

ctMncised,  giving  each  of  them,  from 

the  Tosheb-Kbdneh   (store-house)  of 

the  Sircar,  a  wrapper  of  coarse  clotb. 


four  cubits  long,  and  attending  car^ofly 
during  tl)ree  days,  to  their  sargkal 
treatment,  (literally,  to  the  bosiness 
of  ibeir  cure.)  On  the  fourth  day, 
let  them  be  set  at  liberty  ;  during  the 
three  days,  [of  their  detention]  each 
person  is  to  receive  daily  a  Seer  of 
rice  J  and  one  pice,*  [in  money]. 
Let  the  in'rredients,  (or  roatertais) 
osed  in  making  the  ointment,  [to  be 
applied  to  their  wounds]  be  procured 
from  the  Sircar's  granary.  Of  this 
ointment,  let  6\'t  seers  weight  be  pie- 
pared  at  once,  and  kept  in  readiness  to 
t>o  served  out  as  it  shall  be  wauted." 

The  foregoing  letter  is  followed  by 
two  others  of  the  same  date,  to  the 
officers  who  were  respectively  to  sop- 
ply  the  Sipahdarwiih  the  articles  spe- 
cified in  the  former,  instructing  them 
to  do  so,  upon  receiving  an  apiplicatioa 
to  that  effect,  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  Abdul  Ruzzak. 

Letter  XXIX.— To  Sheer  Khan, 
Asof  of   Furkhy, 
( CaiicaC  )    same 
date. 
Extract. 
''  You  write  that  there  is  no  Tajt'- 
puUy  or  Gunny  clothf  tobe  procured 
in  that  country.     We,  therefore,  write 
to  desire  that  you  will  select  ten  clever 
Ahmedies,  and  dispatch  them  to  the 
Presence,  in  order  that,  being  instructed 
here  in  the  business  of  making  gonny 
cloth,  they  may  be  sent  back  to  you, 
when  you  will,  by  their  means,  intro- 
duce the  manufacture  generally  among 
the  Ahmedies  and  other   inhabitaoti 
of  Fiirkhy,  to  the  end  that  abundance 
of  that  article  may  in  future  be  maou* 
factured  in  that  country.*' 

Letter  XXX.  — To   the    Beeby, 

(queen)  of  Cans- 

noiY ;  dated  lOth 

of  Rdzy,  or  31st 

January,  179O. 

''The  humble  address  which  yoo 

have  sent  [to  us]  on  the  subject  of  the 

smallness  of  your  force,  and  of  the 


*  A  picen  a  small  copper  coin  of  the  value  of  a  halfpenny. 
f  OuBoy  cloth  is  a  kind  of  coftne  sail  cloth,  made  of  sim^  0 


:lotli,  made  of  sim^  or  IndiaB  henp^ 
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disregard  shewn  to  yoar  aatfaority  by 
[  tbe*  old*  commanders  of  the  Mahom- 
medies,  is  comprehended.  With  the 
blessing  of  the  Most  High  God,  the 
chiefs  of  the  Mahommedies  shall,  for 
the  ftitare,t  accordiog  to  former  usage, 
and  agreeably  to  your  wishes,  be  made 
to  obey  your  orders,  aod  to  be  duly 
iubmissive  to  yoo.  At  this  time,  do 
yoa  repair  to  the  Presence,  bringing 
with  you  whatever  number  of  troops 
you  may  have  at  hand.  There  are 
assembled  here  also,  nearly  twenty 
thousand  Mahommedies  1  you  mi  st, 
therefore,  not  exclude  yourself  from 
(or  fail  to  participate  in)  the  honour  of 
this  crusade,  than  which  there  neither 
is,  [tiow]  nor  never  will  be,  a  superior 
happiness,  in  either  world.  By  this 
conduct  you  will  at  once  please  God 
and  the  Prophet,  and  give  satisfaction 
to  our  high  and  most  holy  mind.  Con- 
sider, moreover,  that  your  worldly 
affiEiirs  will  be  benefited  by  the  same 
means.  The  twenty  thousand  Mahom« 
mediesnow  with  us,  shall  all  be  placed 
under  you,  and  be  empl<ved  on  a  cer- 
tain service*' 

OBSERVATIONS. 
The  correspondence  of  the  Sultan 
already  before  the  public,  furnishes 
more  than  one  instance  of  his  earnestly 
urging  the  queen  of  Cananore  to 
repair  to  his  court ;  and  we  here  see 
him  renewing  his  solicitations,  or  rather 
his  commands  for  the  same  purpose. 
He  would  not  appear,  however,  to  have 
.  had  any  better  success  on  the  present 
occasion,  than  during  the  Mabratta 
war^  at  least,  I  have  discovered  no 
trace  of  this  personage  having  com- 
plied with  the  Sultan's  requisition, 
previously  to  her  submission  to  the 
English,  who  took  possession  of  her 
capital  on  the  16th  December  follow- 
ing the  date  of  the  foregoing  letter. 
It  is  not  known  on  what  particular 


•ervice  the  Sultan  intended  to  empKif 
the  Cananore  force,  if  it  had  joined 
him.  Possibly,  however,  the  con- 
cluding sentence  of  his  letter  was 
design^  only  as  a  lure  to  the  Beebj 
to  proceed  to  his  camp. 

LfiTTBR  XXXL— To  Syed  Mahooi- 
med,  the  second  Asof 
of  JoAfi^ldbad.  Dated 
the  13  th  of  Razy,  or 
3d  February,  179O. 
*'  We  herewith  send  you  an  humble 
address,  which  we  have  received  from 
Seedy  Fukhrud  Deen  and  Mahommed 
Sideek,  the  daroglias  of  th-3  factory  at 
Muscat,  together  with  an  account  of 
their  purchase  [for  our  use]  of  sixty 
male  and  female  doombas.|     We  de- 
sire you  to  examine  into  what  the  da- 
roghas  write  respecting  the  deficient 
weight  of  the  rice,  black  pepper,  and 
other  articles,  in  order  that  this  kind 
of  deficiency  may  not  occur  in  future. 
You  arc,  moreover,  to  give  orders  to 
the  whole  of   the  aumiU  and  mer- 
chants belonging  to  your  jurisdiction, 
to  make  up  every  rooora,  or  bag,  of 
rice,  to  the  weight  of  forty  pucka   (or 
full)   seers;    and  never  to  let  tbeoi 
contain  more  or  less. 

"  It  has  at  this  time  been  deter- 
mined at  our  resplendent  Presence, 
that  the  Dow  shall  f  henceforward]  be 
called  Eliasy;  and  the  Dingy,  Khizry.J 
You  are,  accordingly,  to  make  use  ot 
these  names  when  you  write  [in  fu- 
ture respecting  them]." 

LbttbbXXXIL— To.Ghfilam  Moliy 
M  deen,  Bukhshy  of 
the  4ih  Suwar  (Ca- 
valrv)    Kucburry. — 
Dated  15th  of  Rktj, 
or  5lhof  Feb.  I79O. 
"  You  some  time  since  humbly  re- 
presented [to  us],  that  you  were  about 
to  repair,  with   the  forces  under  your 


*  That  is,  those  of  long  sianding,  in  (contradistinction  to  those  more  recently  ap« 
pohited. 

t  Origimd,  j\  :1  Juu  ^ftcr  thu,  which  may  also  mean  '^  at  some  fnttre  time  or  oppor- 
tanity/' 

I  'rh^  Doomba  is  a  species  of  sheep  imported  from  Persia,  uad  which  is  remarkable 
for  the  fatness  of  its  tail. 

f  It  appears  by  this  passage  that  these  new  fangled  tenns  were  not  applied  ai  T  for- 
mttiy  supposed  (sec  page  36  <lf  Appendix  to  Select  Letien)  to  ships  of  war,  but  to  th^ 
sbmU  cran  employed  m  coBmeroe* 
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conraiand,  to  oor  Treteoce,  tbett  to 
•pply  jourself  ardofitiy  to  the  dis- 
cbarge of  your  doty  [to  os].  This  it, 
therefore,  written  to  infoitn  you,  that 
k  is  not  neceuary  for  yoo  to  proceed 
to  the  Presence.  You  mu«t  take  post, 
(or  remain)  with  your  troops  in  the 
vicinity  of  Selamabad  (Sattimunga- 
lam),  and  dispatch  [from  thence]  with 
all  speed,  by  two  horsemen  and  a  riu* 
keeb,  the  intelligence  of  that  quarter 
to  the  Presence. 

LbttbrXXXHI.— ToMcrrMonayen 
(id  Decn.      Dated 
l6*ih  of  Bnzy,  or 
6ih    of    February, 
1790. 
•*  Keeping,  with  the  forces  under 
ytmr  command,  in  a  state  o^  prepjira- 
tion,  you  are  to  continue,   [where  you 
-are]*  and   wait  our  [further]   orders. 
[In  the  mean  while]  you  must  vigi- 
lantly observe  on  all  sides  of  you,  [ihe 
motions  of]  the   Nazarenes    (or  Eng- 
lish) ;    and  transmit  constant   repons 
[of  the  same]  to  the  Presence  abound- 
ing in  benefits." 

OBSERVATIONS. 
.The  Sultan  might  well  conceive 
that  the  English  army  would  by  this 
time  hav^  been  put  in  motion,  for  the 
purpose  of  chastising  his  recent  at- 
tack on  the  rajah  of  Travancore. — Ow- 
ing, however,  to  the  miserable  coun- 
iels  which  at  this  period  directed  the 
government  of  Fort  Sr.  George,  the 
English  army  still  remained  quietly  in 
its  cantonments. 

Lbttbr  XXXIV. — ^To  Mahommed 

-t-Riza  Bukhshy 

of  the  1st.  Uskur 

4Cachurry.  Same 

Date. 

"  Holding  yourself  with  the  troops 

under  your  command,  in  readiness  ; 

and  attending  to  the  shoeing  of  the 

Worses  [of  your  Kuchurry]  you  are  to 


wait   the  faither  4irdeii  of  tbc  pie- 
seoce. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Similar  mstructions  to  tbe  ahtm 
were  transmitted  under  the  saoae date  ta 

Haazini  Ali  Khan  fiukbsby  oftbeld. 
Uskur  Kuchurry. 

Kh4jeh  Afi4b  Khan  do.  of  the  Jd  da 

MalM>romed  Aii  Khan  do.  of  the 
4th  do. 

And  Meer  Fukhiuddeen  do.  of  the 
5th  do. 

Orders  of  a  correspondent  nature 
wi^re  addressed  to 

Murze  Baker  Baig,  Bukhsby  of  the 
4th  Jyshe  Kuchurry. 

Hiisaing  Baig,  do.  of  ihc  5ih  do. 

Mahommed  Baig  and  Meer  Hua^snt 
Khan  Bukhshies  of  the  6th  do. 

Syed  Uila  (id  Deen,  and  Sukbawui 
Ali  Khan,  Bukhsliies  of  the  /lb  do. 

These  last  four  letters  contain  aa 
additional  instruction,  purporting  that 
the  coujmanders  acldressed,  w^erc  to 
supply  ihemselves.  immediately  from 
the  public  stores  with  such  teats,  or 
other  articles  of  equipment^  as  they 
might  require. 

.  Ghaium  MohyCid  Deen  Khan  Bnkb- 
shy  of  the  3d,suw4r  (cavalry)  Ku- 
churry, and  Mahommed  Mukbdoom, 
Bukhshy  of  the  4th  suw4r  Kuchurry, 
are  directed  to  assemble  and  keep  their 
respective  corps  together  ;  to  hold 
themselves  and  troops  in  constant 
readiness;  and  to  wait  for  further 
orders. 

Behadur  Khan  the  Kulaader  of 
Kishngeery  is  directed  to  be  prepared 
and  vigilant,  and  to  transmit  regularly 
to  the  presence  the  intelligence  of  the 
adjacent  parts  (meaning,  of  course^ 
the  Carnatic. 

Fuzl  AH  Khan  of  the  Sudoor  (or 
ordnance  and  garrison  department  of 
Khoda-4bad}(— )  is  directed  to  see 
that  the  several  forts  belonging  to  hii 
jurisdiction  are  duly  provided  with  all 
the  necessary  warlike  stores  j  as  gum, 
muskets*,  powder  and  shot,  protis- 
sions,  ^c.  He  is  moreover  ordered  to 


•  Meer  M<  aaycn  M  Dren,  was  at  tliis  time  at  Khalikabad  (See  Letter 36X 
<    t  Probably  tlie  person  commuiiiy  called  the  timky  Nabob,  whose  proper 'Dame  wat 
Mahommed  Ri^.t. 

$  1  am  ignorant  what  place  is  meant  by  this  new-fangled  name,  hut  the  Context 
denotes  tliat  it  i&  a  seaport  of  Canara. 
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api^  witboot  deli^  to  the  dtfierent 
asofs  and  aamils  for  soch  articles  as  it 
may  be  io  their  province  to  sapply  ^ 
and  to  report  his  proceadiogt  to  the 
resplendent  presence. 

Similar  instroclions  appear  to  have 
been  sent  en  the  same  day  to  the 
Sodoor  of  Bangalore,  and  to  Ushruf 
Ali  Khan  the  asof  of  JumUabad,  to 
the  latter  of  whom  the  following  sepa- 
rate letter  was  also  addressed. 

Litter    XXXV.— To   Ushruf    Ali 
Khan  dated   l6th 
V         BAzj  or    6th  of 
February,  179O. 

All  the  trading  vessels  belongipg  ta 
the  Sircar,  and  now  lying  at  [anchor 
at]  Khoosb*h&lpoor  and  Orial  are  to 
be  thus  disposed  of.  The  guns  and 
otlier  heavy  stores  belonging  to  these 
ships  are  to  be  [disembarked  and] 
lodged  in  the  Fort  of  Jarodldbad,  after 
which  the  vessels  at  Khoosh-hdlpoor, 
are  to  be  dispatched  to  Kutch,  and 
those  at  K(iri41  to  Muscat,  where 
positive  orders  are  to  be  sent  for  their 
being  drawn  on  shore,  and  kept  till 
the  ensuing  season,  you  are  at  the 
same  time  to  write  to  our  commercial 
agents  at  those  places,  directing  them 
to  supply  the  people  belonging  to  the 
■ships  with  sufficient  money  for  their 
necessary  expences. 

An  order  of  the  same  tenor  and 
date  follows,  addressed  to  Mahommed 
Sveed  theTaulCkkddr  of  Koosh-halpoor. 
Bj  a  memorandum  added  at  the  foot 
•f  the  letter,  it  appears  that  the  vessels 
lying  at  this  time  at  Koosh-halpoor, 
oonsisted  only  of 

7  Uli4sies  or  Dows 
1  Kbizry  or  Dingy 

and  1  Bottailah  or  Puttaila. 

Next  follows  a  similar  order  to  Gh(k- 

l&ro  Mahommed  TauKikddr  of  Kuri41 

(Mangalore)  to  which  is  also  subjoined 

a  memorandum  purporting  that  the 


vessels  to  be  sent  off  to  Muscat  were 

8  Uli&sies 
and  2  Kbizries. 
These  directions  related  exclusively 
to  the  Sultaa*8  trading  vessels.    The 
ships  of  war  bad  been  previously  order- 
ed to  proceed  to  Cbowgaut, 

Letter  XXXVJ.— To  GhAlamMo- 
hy    iid    Deen, 
Bukhsby  of  the 
3d  Suw4r(Ca. 
valry)  Kucbur- 
ry,  dated  20th 
of  Razy.or  lOlh 
Feb.  179a 
**  Taking  all  the  cavalry  under  your 
command  along  with  you,  you  must 
proceed  and  join  Meer  Moaazen  od 
Deen  at  Kh&lik4ba(i,t  and  act  accord*, 
ing  to  his  directions  in  all  the  afiaira  of 
the  Sircar ;  you  must    moreover,  regu- 
larly report  to  ua  the  state  of  tilings  in 
that  quarter.    A  letter  for  the  a^re- 
said  Meer  is  enclosed  which  you  are 
to  deliver  to  him.     Give  orders  to  the 
people  under  you  to  abstain  from  all 
acts  of  violence  and  oppression,  and  to 
supply  themselves  with  fuel  and  forage 
from  the  waste  parts  of  the  country.  J 

Next  follows  a  letter  of  the  same, 
tenor,  and  date  to  Moaazen  dd  Deen. 
Letter  XXXVIl.— To    Behadur 
Kban.Kulaa- 
der  of  Kishu- 
geery,    same 
date. 
''  The  Bukhsby  of  the  4th  Suw&r 
(Cavalry)  §     Kuchurry,       with     the 
troops'  attached  to  him,  has  been  sent 
[to  reinforce  you] .    You  must  see  that 
the  troops  of  the  Sircar  are  encamped 
on  the  plain,  and  report  the  same  to  us. 
Let  them  be  supplied  with  fuel  and 
forage  from  the  uncultivated  country ; 
and  take  care  that  no  one  cdmmits  vio* 
lence  or  injury  upon  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Sircar*s  dominions.*' 


*  The  name  by  which  this  vesftel  U  distini^aished  is  not  legible. 

f  lam  ignorant  of  the  tihiatioa  of  this  place,  which  docs  not  appear  (at  least  under  (hi* 
new  name)  in  any  of  our  maps. 

I  Original,   \  m^  an  uncultiyated  plain;  a  desert. 

$  Klsewhert  calle^  Mahommed  Mokhdoom. 
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M  Tt  follows  a  letter  to  Boodhun 
•hah  K«Uiir>- *  dated  23d  R4zy.  or  13th 
Feb.  1790  desiring  hi^  prayers  for  the 
tocces»  of  the  Sultan's  arms,  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  Mahommedan  cause. 

••  It  appears  by  a  letter  of  the 
24th  of  Raxy,  or  I4th  of  February, 
that  the  SuUan  at  this  time  gave  orders 
for  the  erection  of  a  factory  at  Jum- 
nagr,  and  another  at  Mumdry/f 

Lbttib  XXXVlII.-To  the  Darog- 
ha  of  the  ships 
atKhoo8hH41- 
poor,       dated 
25th  of  Raxy, 
or  15th  of  Feb. 
1790.        ^^ 
'*  At  this  time.  Monsieur  Mac  Na- 
roara,  a  French  officer,  for  comman- 
der) of  rank,  is  arrived  with  two  ships 
at  the  port  of  Mahe,  where  he  waiU 
our  permission  for  his  proceeding  to 
pay  his  respects  to  the  presence.     You 
will,  therefore,  dispatch    with  speed, 
by  sea,  to  make  the  enclosed  Hmdry 
letter  for  the  aforesaid  commander,  to 
whom  let  it  be  intimated  at  the  same 
time,  that  a  man  of  rank  belonging  to 
the  Usud  Ilhye  Sircar  has  been  dis- 
patched to  meet  and  conduct  him  [to 

court].  _   ,^  _ 

LbtteuXXXIX.— ToKureem  Sa- 

heb.t  dated  2«th 
of  Razy,  or  15ih 
Feb.  1790- 
"  Your  humble  address  has  come 
yoder  our  ennobling  inspection.    Al- 
ways regarding  our  holy  mind  as  anxious 
to  receive  accounU  of  you,  let  us  be 
regularly  (or  constantly)  delighted  and 
tejoiced  by  advices  of  the  health  and 
Velfare  of  yourself  and  family. § 

tETTBR  XL.— To  Khdjeh  Aft4b 
Khan.Bukhshyofthe 
3d  Uskur  Kuchurry, 
dated  28th  of  R&zy, 
or  18th  Feb  .1790- 


''  YoQ  are  to  proceed  with  the  troo^ 
under  your  comooand  to  Ryacoctab,  and 
there  establishing  yourself,  remain  vi.i- 
lant  at  your  post  j  as  a  roptare  wiib  the 
Naxarenes  (i.  e.  the  £nglish)  has  taken 
place.     £nckjaed  is  an  order  which  yon 
will  trananut  to  the  Asof  of  Kishngeeiy, 
from  whom  you  are  regularly  to  demand 
the  necessary  supplies  of  com  for  your 
horses.    Upon  your  arrival  at  the  afore- 
said place,  you  are  to  encanap  at  the 
foot  of  the  pass  in  a  spot  affording  abun- 
dance of  pasture :  and  here  yon  are  to 
keep  all  the  ibar  mokubs  (or  regiments 
competing  your  corps)  united  together  j 
advising  os  constantly  in  detail  (or  cir- 
cumsuntially)  of  the  state  of  your  sup- 
plies in  grain  and  forage.     If  the  army 
of  the  enemy  should  make  iu  appear- 
ance OD  the  frontier,  you  must  in  the 
first  instance  advise  ns  [imroediatdy] 
thereof;  and  afterwards  send  some  of 
your  OA'U  people  every  second  or  third 
day  for  intelligence  to  the  Aiiof  and 
Kulaader  of  Kishngeery. 

A  great  number  of  lettera  of  the 
same  date  as  the  preceding  one  folbv 
here;  in  all  of  which  war  with  the 
English  is  spoken  of  as  either  actnallj 
commenced,  or  on  the  eve  of  teking 
place.    This  intimation  is,  however,  so 
companied  in  most  of  them  by  a  direo- 
lion  to  keep  the  matter  secret;  but  fbr 
what  reason  this  injunction  was  added 
docs  not  appear.     It  may  either  have 
been  given  with  the  view  of  prevenang 
any  alarm  (especially  among  the  inbs- 
bitants  of  these  parts  of  his  dominions 
adjacent   to    the    English    territories) 
which  might  have  had  a  tendency  to 
obstruct  the  collection  of  the  land  rere- 
nue  J  or  it  may  have  proceeded  from  a 
desire  of  keeping  the  British  govern- 
ment as  long  as  possible  in  ignorance  of 
his  warlike  preparations  and  mov^neoti, 
which  he  must  have  been  consciosi 


.  ThUw^.p.«on  of  ^^rt^PXrV^^'^^T^^^^^^'^^^  "^^^ 
qucntly  solicited.    1  »m  ignorant  where  his  rettdence  tm,  «»  w«w%u^ 

Mibiect  of  the  Su'tan.  ,     t.    ^,  u  -.*  ai^Am 

t  1  believe  the.e  are  .ea-port  towns  m  the  gnl^f  Sinde.  comptoeaHry 

\  Kureem  Sahebwat  the  only  brother  of  Tippoo.    Thii  is  tM  s«»na  wmpum— *; 

letter  which  appears  addreued  to  the  same  person. 
i  Lhfrally,  tbt  grua  and  tmaU  (or,  vldattdyom^). 
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wei«  eolirdj  at  variaoce  with  the  pro* 
fesaions  of  peace  and  amity  which  he 
still  contimied  to  make  to  that  govern- 
ment. 

The  chief  pertons  to  whom  the  let* 
tershere  referred  to  were  written,  are — 

1*  IiB&mBaig,  the  Asof^of  Kisbn-* 
geevy,  who,  t>esides  t>eing  instmcted  to 
the  facne  efiect  as  Khajeh  Aft4b  Khan, 
is  directed  to  lay  in  a  large  stock  of 
grain  for  the  ose  of  the  cavalry. 

2.  Mahommed  Ali  Khan  Bukhshy, 
of  the  4th  Uskur  Kochnrry,  who  is  di 
rected  to  repair  with  the  troops  compos- 
ing his  kuchurry  to  Bangalore,  and 
there  deliver  to  the  Asof  of  4hat  place 
the  letter  enclosed.  He  is  informed 
that^he  iatodraW  all  his  snpplies  for 
the  use  of  the  horses  of  the  Sircar  from 
the  aforesaid  Asof.  He  is,  moreover, 
enjoined  to  take  doe  care  that  the  horses 
are  legvlarly  fed :  and  he  is  finally  in- 
structed to  station  one  of  the  Mokubs 
forming  his  kuchurry  at  Khan  Khan- 
hully ;  a  second  at  Little  Balapoor  ;  ano- 
ther at  Bigloor;  and  the  fourth  at 
Hooscottah. 

3.  Rajah  Ram  Chundur,  Asof  of 
Bangalore,  who  is  instructed  to  the  same 
effect  as  the  Bukhshy  Mahommed  AH. 

4.  Ulla  M  Deen,  Asof  of  Husn  HI 
Anzeem  (Gapjicotah)  who,  besides  be- 
ing directed  to  see  that  all  the  forts  in- 
cluded in  his  jurisdiction  are  supplied 
with  the  necessary  warlike  stores,  (as 
powder,  shot,  grain,  &c.)  is  enjoined 
to  leave  as  small  balandes  of  revenue  as 
possitile  in  the  districts  under  him,  and 
to  remit  his  collections  with  speed  to 
Seringapatam. 

3.  ,  WulJy  Mahommed  Foujddr,  of 
Cbittledoorg,  who  is  directed  to  keep 
the  whole  of  his  force  united  together. 

6.  The  KuUaader  of  Ununtgeery. 

7.  Mahommed  Mahdy,  Asof  of  Zufra- 
bad  (Gurramcoondah) .  8.  Meer  Khyn- 
oobab,  Sudoor  of  Jumalabad.  9.  Be- 
hadar  Khan,  Kulaader  of  Kishngeery. 
JO.  H(isatn  Ali  Khan,  the  son  of  Kiith 
Ad  Deen  Khan.  11.  Meer  Ali  Nuky, 
Sudoor  of  Zufrabad. 


Intermixed  with  the  foregoing  letters 
there  are  others  which,  besides  the  ge- 
neral notice  they  convey  of  the  ap- 
proach of  hostilities  with  the  English, 
contain  some  particular  directions  not 
included  in  the  former.  They  all,  how- 
ever, bear  the  same  date.  Of  these  tbe 
most  curious  or  important  are, 

Lbtteu  XLI. — To  the  Kulaader  ot 
K hum  mum  :  dated 
18th  of  February, 
1790. 
"  War  with  the  infidel  Nazarenes  is 
about  to  commence.  You  must  [there- 
fore] lose  no  time  in  placing  your 
stores  [of  every  sort]  including  powder 
and  shot,  in  a  good  and  propei;  condi- 
tion ;  and  you  must  keep  every  thing 
ready  [for  service.]  Remain  \ia(chful 
at  your  post,  and  preserve  secrecy  with 
respect  to  the  news  of  war.  If,  which 
God  forbid  !  any  time  in  the  night,  or  . 
during  the  day,  a  Nazarene  force 
should  approach  your  fort  deceitfully, 
and  say,  "  this  is  a  force  belonging  to 
the  Sircar,  and  is  come  to  your  assis- 
tance. Give  us  leave,  therefore,  to 
approach** — ^you  roust  not  act  upon 
su^  an  assurance,  or  allow  any  person 
to  come  near  [the  place ;]  but  are  to 
send  word  to  them  by  one  or  two  of 
your  people,  that  they  must  encamp  at 
the  distance  of  cannon  ^hot,  and  from 
thence  transmit  to  you  the  mandate  of 
the  Sircar  bearing  our  seal  and  signa- 
ture. If,  upon  this,  they  should  send 
yon  a  mandate  with  a  signature  and 
seal  [apparently,  or  resembling  ours,"] 
affixed  thereto,  you  must  examine 
[closely}  whether  the  said  signature 
and  seal,  as  well  as  the  hand  writing  of 
the  Milnshy,*  be  according  to  usage  j 
and  if,  on  consulting  with  the  Sirdars 
(officers)  under  you,  there  should 
appear  to  be  no  doubt  with  regard  to 
the  [autheniicity  of  the]  mandate,  you 
must  act  in  conformity  with  it :  but  if 
[on  the  other  hand]  it  should  turn  out 
to  be  an  iroposture,t  you  are  to  punish 


*  It  was  probably  usaal  for  all  letters  to  particalar  deportmentfl  or  officers  to  be  con- 
stantly written  by  the  same  Munshy  or  secretary*  -,  m  which  oiBe  his  hand-writiiig  would 
l>e  familiar  to  the  persons  addressed. 

t  Ori^nalyUa^  a  mistake ;  an  error  ;  a  faalt,  crime,  &c.  bat  evidently  nsedkere  f«r  a 

arick,  forgery,  or  impostore. 

-Vofc.  12.  Dd  -  n  A 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


402 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  181(M1. 


[the  impofloTi.]     Keep  the  report  of 
war  secret.  — 

OBSERVATIONS. 
The  foregoing  is  as  literal  a  transla- 
tion of  this  extraordinary  letter  as  could 
be  given.  The  instructions  contained 
in  it  were  not  confined  to  the  Kulaader 
of  Kbummum,  but  werealso transmitt- 
ed to  the  Kulaaders  of  Khoda-abadand 
Kunuckgeery  and  Kishngeery,  and 
probably  to  the  governors  of  other 
frontier  places.  Notwithstanding  the 
confusion  and  indistinctness  which  per- 
vade this  composition,  the  meaning  of 
the  writer  is  sufficiently  apparent.  He 
sets  out,  it  is  true,  with  tb«  assumption 
that  the  troops  in  question  actually 
belong  to  an  enemy  ;  but  he  subse- 
qiieDUy  adapts  his  orders  to  meet  the 
possible  case  of  their  being  his  own. 
This  sort  of  perplexity  is  frequently 
observable  in  the  writings  f^  the  Sul- 
tan :  but  not  so  much  in  his  letters  as 
io  his  other  productions. 

Letter  XLII.— To  Mahomed  AH 

Khan  Jhuluk  Asof 

of  Khoorshaid  Su- 

wad  '*  same  date. 
"  You  must  send  to  the  Asof  of  Nugr 
for  &i{y  thousand  utls  of  black  pepper, 
and  dispose  of  the  same  at  the  rate  of 
two  rahities  (rupees)  and  seven  fanams 
[theutlj]  that  being  the  price  which 
■we  have  fixed  on  it.  The  whole  being 
•old  at  this  rate,  let  the  produce  thereof 
be  dipatched  separately  to  the  royal 
residence,  Putn.  A  letter  is  enclosed 
to  the  address  of  the  Asof  of  Nugr  to 
whom  you  are  to  forward  it,  and  to 
whom  you  will  also  apply  for  the  pep- 
per [in  question.]  You  must  more- 
over enjoin  the  merchants  and  dealers 
of  all  the  large  marts  in  that  quarter, 
to  purchase  this  pepper  and  dispone  of 
it  again,  either  in  the  Sircar's  domi- 
nions, or  in  foreign  parts.** 

•  This  is  another  of  the  Saltan's  new-fangled  names  j  but  I  am  ignorant  to  what  placcit 

t  Original,  -^Jij^-  O^U  It  mijrht  l»e  inferred  from  this  expression,  that  the  Asof 
wassabject  to  tae  anthority  of  the  Soodoor ;  but  I  think  it  more  probable  that  the  com- 
pound  verb  ^^^  jjC^  t&  Keed  numodwn,  is  here  employed  with  a  latitude  not  usual ; 
and  that  it  may  mean  f  wr$e  or  jpria,  rather  than  U  trdkr,  which  is  iU  ordinary  accepta- 
tion»  .*     . 


OBSERVATIONS. 
A  letter  to  the  same  eiect  as  the 
foregoing  one,  was  dispstcbed  to 
Mabommed  Ghous,  the  Asof  of  Nogr, 
and  another  to  the  officer  at  the  bod 
of  the  Mtillikut  Tujah,  or  oomiDeirdal 
department  at  Cali(;ut  -,  the  latter  cod- 
tainiog  an  additional  dause  porporting 
that  DO  pepper  was  on  any  accoom  lo 
be  reserved.  This  direction  was  pro- 
bably  given  with  a  view  to  preventing 
its  filling  eventually  into  the  hands  c^ 
the  English. 


Lbtter  XLIIL—To  FqzI  Ali  Khan, 
Sudoor  of  Khoda- 
abad :  same  date. 
''A  rupture  with  the  Nasareiies  is  at 
this  time  about  to  take  place.  Yoa 
must  [therefore]  be  vigilant  atjoor 
post,  and  apply  yourself  dtligeotly  to 
the  bdsiuess  of  putting  all  the  fi>rts 
depending  on  your  Kuchurry  (depart- 
ment) in  a  proper  state  [of  defence.] 
Let  the  families,  moreover,  of  the 
several  Aumils  and  Kilaaders  be  dis- 
patched to  Putn,  (Seringapatam  ;)  and 
enjoiai  the  Asof  of  that  place  (Khoda- 
abad)  to  be  expeditious  in  realizing  the 
revenue,  and^n  transmuting  the  same 
[to  us.]  Keep  the  intelligeoce  of  the 
war  secret. 


OBSERVATIONS. 
Most  of  the  letters  which  immedi- 
ately follow  here  under  the  same  date, 
contain  similar  directions  to  those  given 
in  the  forego'rog  one,  respecting  the 
families  of  the  various  Kilaaders  and 
other  officers  holding  situations  of 
trust.  The  orders  for  expediting  the 
collections  and  for  dispatching  the 
anK)unt  to  Seringapatam  are  likewise 
repeated  in  several  of  them. 
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LsTtBR  XLTV.— To  Syed  Mahom- 
med  Kulaader  of 
Putn  :  same  date. 

"  Make  out  and  transmit  [to  us]  a 
list  of  (be  English  Ahmedies,  distin- 
guishing tbe  station*  of  each  [indi- 
vidoal.] 

OBSERVATIONS. 

As  hostilities  had  not  actually  taken 
place  between  the  English  and  Tippoo 
at  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  English 
Ahmedies  mentioned  in  it  must,  neces- 
sarily have  been  among  the  survivors 
of  those  Europeans  who  bad  been  made 
prisoners  during  the  former,  or  Hyder's 
wkT,  This  document,  therefore,  not 
only  clearly  establishes,  on  the  Sultan's 
own  explicit  authority,  the  important 
fact  of  his  having  detained,  in  violation 
of  the  treaty  of  Mangalore,  sundry 
British  subjects  who  had  fallen  into 
his  hands  in  the  course  of  the  war 
terminated  by  that  treaty ;  but  it  also 
indubitably  proves  that  many  of  those 
unfortunate  men  had  been  either  forci- 
bly circumcised,  or  been  driven  by  de- 
spair to  embrace  the  Mahomedan  reli- 
gion, the  converts  to  which,  whether 
compulsory  or  voluntary,  were  distin- 


guished by  the  designation  of  Ahme- 
die§.f 

We  are  not  in  possession  of  any  clue 
to  the  precise  object  of  the  Sultan  ia 
the  foregoing  order.-  It  is,  however, 
but  too  probable  that  it  was  preparatory 
to  the  general  destruction  of  the  English 
prisoners  then  in  his  power  :  since  the 
few  released  at  the  capture  of  Shehr  . 
Guujaro,  on  the Gtivof  February,  1792, 
as  well  as  those  delivered  up  in  conse- 
(juence  of  the  treaty  of  pe^ce,  which 
iollowed  soon  after,  consisted  (with 
the  exception,  I  believe,  of  no  more 
than  one  or  two  persons)  entirely  of 
men  who  had  been  taken  in  the  course 
of  the  recent  war.  It  is,  no  do^bt, 
possible  that  many  of  the  individuals 
alluded  to  in  the  letter  before  us  might 
have  been  still  living  in  confinement 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  within  the 
walls  of  Seringapatam  and  of  other 
forts,  of  whose  existence  it  was;  not  in 
the  power  of  the  English  to  obtain  an/ 
satisfactory  information  :  but,  what- 
ever was  the. case  at  that  time,  it  is  at 
least  certain  that  none  of  these  unhap- 
py men  were  surviving  at  the  period  of 
the  fall  of  Seringapatam. 


Observations  on  the   Oriental  Apologue  ;  ly  Jambs  Ross,  Esa.  for" 
merly  of  Dinagepore  in  Bengal, 

rTBB  following  valaable  contribtition  is  an  extract  from  a  Manw^cript  L\fe  of  Sadi.  It 
is  confined  prindpally,  as  the  reader  will  observe,  to  tbe  illustration  of  the  genias 
and  writings  of  the  Poet  and  Moralist,  and  more  especially  of  the  nature  and  cud 
of  the  Persian  Apologue,  This  favourite  vehicle  of  instruction  in  die  Eastern  world  is 
pursued  from  its  ruder  beginning  to  its  more  perfect  and  polished  farm :  and  its  useful- 
ness is  exemplified  in  many  striking  and  remarkable  instances,  which  are  brought  to  the 
recollection  of  the  reader  by  numberless  quotations,  evincing  not  less  pains  in  the 
writer's  research,  than  felicity  in  the  application.  From  th^  eariy  blossom,  we  may 
judge  of  tbe  coming  fruit,  and  anticipate  most  favourably  of  the  remainder  of  this 
ingeiiions  essay,  from  the  erudite  and  elegant  specimen  now  in  our  hands.] 


Eastern  governments  are  despotic; 
and  a  historian  truly  to  detail  the  pub- 


lic and  private  lives  of  past  despots, 
has  to  dwell  on  events,  which  roust 


*  Original,  2^  Jw4X  which  also  signifies,  office  or  employment. 

f  Tbrre  is  reason  to  beficre,  tliat  the  appellation  of  A  hmedien  vns  confined  to  Enrbpean 
or  Christian  converts  :and  Diat  the  Hindoos,  who  were  compelled  to  become  mussalmans 
were  called  Usud  Jlyhetvaid  AfdUuMwdMs.-^Tbe  latter  name,  however,^ seems  to  juive 
been  more  especially  appUed  to  the  Nair  cnv  rt«<. 
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neoeMrUy  grate  the  heart  perhaps  of 
bit  patroa  the  reigning  despot.  Ac- 
car&ng\fin  the  East  men  ofgenias  have 
turned  their  minds  to'  fiction,  and  thus 
have  tendered  their  well-told  storiei 
equally  instructing  and  etitertaintng  as 
cotpmon  history  $  for  while  this  with 
lis  in  Europe  has  been  too  often  filled 
with  obscurities,  defects  and  Contra- 
dictions, to  the  fiibles  of  the  East  we 
have  no  soch  relations  of  events  to 
oppose,  as  have  appeared  to  other 
writers  through  different  mediums :  in 
history  partiality  teHs  us  one  story,  and 
antipathy  another  $  but  in  the  relation 
of  a  professed  fiible  it  were  idle  to  set 
one  fiction  in  opposition  to  another. 

An  Apologue  or  fable  was  the  first 
apeqtoien,  perhaps,  of  wit  that  man 
in  his  rude  state  made  use  of;  and  has 
been  long  esteemed  in  the  East,  be- 

Suse  of  its  peculiar  safety  in  amusing 
eold  andiastroct'mg  the  young,  afler 
they  became  polite.  There  indeed  it  is 
at  this  day  as  •ften  had  reconrse  to, 
as  it. was  in  the  days  of  a  Lucnian  or 
an  Esop.  Like  some  iablists  in  Eu- 
rope»  Orientalists  pretend  not  to  distin« 
gbish  between  a  story  and  a  tale,  an 
apologue  and  afat>le,  or  an  allegory 
and  a  parable,  but  liktai  as  they  are 
found  in  Sadi  they  are  mingled  indis- 
criminately ;  and  they  make — nou  tau- 
tum  fisrse,  sid^  etiam  arbores — not 
only  beasts,  but  even  stocks  and  stones 
speak  with  a  human  interest  and  feel 
ing,  and  render  them  the  mediums  of 
conveying  the  most  striking  truths  of 
common  life,  morality  and  prudence. 
Yet  they  consider  that — 

Ficta,  YOtoptatis  catisd^  sunt  proNima  veris : 
Hctkms  to  please  skouid  bear  the  face 
oftiuthj 

and  are  accordingly  most  partial  to 
the  more  natural  commerce  of  human 
beings,  ^s  more  consonant  to  histo- 
rical probability.  They  address 
their  apologues  either  to  the  under- 
standings or  the  passions,  or  to  both 
jointly.  Those  of  Sadi  are  -chiefly 
preceptive,  andcontain  btit  a  single  pre- 
cept or  event.  He  tells  us,-^'  1 
never  complained  of  my  wretched  and 
forlorn  condition,  but  on  one  occasion, 
when  my  feet  were  naked  and  I  had 
not  whttrewhfaal  to  shoe  them.    609a 


after  meeting  a  man  without  feet,  I 
was  thankful  for  tbe  bounty  of  Plrov$« 
deuce  to  myself,  and  with  perfisct  re- 
signatioti   submitted   to  my  want  of 
shoes.'     Yet  in  his  story  of  the  Samin^ 
Bartistt,  where  different  characters  are 
conducted  thfough  a  variety  of  events, 
where  a  diversity  of  precept  is  intro- 
duced as  applicable  to  the  characters 
and  circumstances,  or  where  tbe  pas- 
sions are  of  course  e&cited,  the  moral, 
however   complicated,    is  recollected 
and  carried  on  witliout  trouble  or  coo* 
fusion.    Ibis  story  is  to  be  fou^J  in 
No.  148  of  the  Guardiao  ;  and  it  fonsa 
the  basis  of  that  popular  romance  tbe 
Monk.     The  following    is   a    verbal 
translation  from  tbe  fifth  sermon  of 
Sadi,  in  which,  with  many  ingenious 
and  applicable  stories,  it  is  according  to 
tbe  oriental  custom  quoted  as  a  parable. 
*'  It  is  related,  that  among  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  there  was  a  holy  man. 
of  the  name  of  Barsisa,  who  for  forty 
years  had  lived  apart  from  mankiixi, 
and  detached    from    the    world    and 
its  vain  pursuits.     He  had  spent  bis 
whole  lite  in  counting  his  beads,  and 
in  acts  of  piety,  and  in  holding  suppli- 
cation and  intercourse  with  tbe  deity. 
The  appetite  of  inordinate  desire  he 
had  eradicated  with  the  knife  of  self- 
denial,  and  the  seed  of  godly  zeal  be 
had  sown  in  the  field  of  divine  inspira- 
tion.   Were  you  to  soar  into  the  ethe- 
rial  regions,  till  you  brought  the  ninth 
hea:ven  into  your  view,,  or  penetrate 
into  tlie  bowels  of  the  earth  till  you 
sawibebacksof  the  bull  and  tortoise, 
he  possessed  such  probity,  faith,  aitd 
good  works,  as  would  weary  the  roost 
eloquent  tongne  to  detail  them,  and 
cornmanded    such   praiseworthy    and 
excellent  qualifications  as  would  puz- 
zle the  nicest  fancy  to  unravel  thero. 
And  ei'ery  year  many  thousands  of  tbe 
distempered  aod  infirm,  tbe  sickly  and 
ailing.would  collect  on  the  plain  around 
his  cell,  some  covered  with  the  leprosy, 
and  bliod  firom  the  mother's  womb, 
Otbe'rs  hectic,  dropsical,  and  jaundiced ; 
the  whole  would  lay  themselves  under 
his  cell}  aod  when  the  luminary  of 
day  would  display  his  glorious  counte- 
nance in  the  east,  and  the  sun  unfurl 
the  standard  of  his  splendour  over  tbe 
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face,  of  the  globe,  then  would  Banha 
walk  forth  on  the  lerrape  of  hit  cell, 
breathe   a   single    bceatb  of  blessing 
over  them,  and  cure  them  in  fin  instant 
of  all  their  disorders.    Most  wonder- 
ful of  works,  that  publicly  he  should 
have  thrown  open  upon  him  the  gate 
of  8uch  treasured  benevolence,  yet  in 
secret  was  the  arrow  of  separation  laid 
on  I  he  bow  of  his  rejection  ;  that  at 
first  he    should  outwardly  appear^  a 
lovely    picture,  yet    hiddeoly    was   a 
carcase  nqangled   with    the  sword  of 
disapprobation ;  and  that  to   the  eye 
he  seemed,  alas !  pure  as  virgin  silver, 
yet  iuternally  was  his  intrinsic  value 
debased  with  an  alloy.     In  the  exulta- 
tion of  his  heart  that  wretched  man 
would  address  himself  and  say,  '  Veri- 
ly who  am  I  V  and  strutting  vaunting- 
\y    abroad    exclaim,    '  am    I    not  a 
credit  to  Gud  Almighty  ?*     Little  was 
he  in  the  mean  time  aware  that  it 
had  been  recorded  on  the  tablet  of  tlie 
last  tribunal :  '  thou  meetest  no  ap- 
probation with  me.' — Acts  ii  23      In 
the  process  of  time  the  devil  secretly 
was  laying  under  the  floor  of  his  cell  a 
Train  of  temptation  and  chain  of  ma- 
chination, that  on  some  oopropitiocts 
moment  the  thorn  of  bad  luck  might, 
jnteotionally  or  not,    entangle    itself 
perhaps  in  the  skirt  of  his  garment. 
The  wrath  and  indignation  of  the  devil 
wab  daily  getting  more  in^amed  against 
him,  while  the  grove  of  bis  obedience 
(o  God  blossomed  fuller    with  good 
works  ',  till  at  length  that  the  daughter 
of  the  reigning  king  fell  ill  of  so  dan- 
gerous a  malady,  that  all  the  facnlty 
despaired  of  her  cure.     And  this  dam- 
sel  had  three  brothers,  all   of  them 
governors  of  distant  provinces.     And 
they  all    three  dreamt  on   the    same 
night,  that  it  behoved  them  to  report 
their  sister's  illness  to  Barsisa,    Next 
day  they  communicated  their  dreams 
to    one  another,  and  their   accounts 
agreeing  in  every  circum^nce,  every 
one  exclaimed  to  himself,  '  it  is  my 
dream   precisely/    They  accordingly 
proceeded  to  the  capital,    and  took 
along  with  them  their  bniutiful  sister 
unto  the  holy  man's  cell.    Barsisa  was 
occupied  at   prayer.— AAer  he  bad 


fioished,  they  inti'eated  his  assistance 
for  their  sister,  and  detailed  to  him 
their  respective  dreams.  Barsisa  said, 
'  there  is  a  stated  time  for  supplica- 
tion, when  God  is  peculiarly  propiti- 
ous to  petitions  ^  when  that  time  shall 
come  I  will  not  be  sparing  of  my  pray- 
ers.' Then  the  royal  brothers  left  their 
sister  in  the  charge  of  the  holy  man, 
and  betook  themselves  unto  the  sports 
of  the  field.  When  the  wily  devil  found 
they  were  gone,  he  said,  *  now  is  my 
opportunity  of  plunging  the  faith  and 
soul  of  Barsisa  s  prolonged  period  of 
righteousness  in  the  tempestuous  ocean 
of  lust.'  Accordingly  blowing  abreathof 
stupefadtion  on  the  brain  of  that  modest 
virgin,  she  staggered,  and  fell  senseless 
to  the  floor,  so  as  to  aflow  the  holy 
man's  eye  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  her 
umreiled  charms.  The  devil  heaped  the 
fuel  of  temptation  on  the  fire  o£  sen- 
suality, and  the  flame  of  concupiscenco 
burnt  fiercely  throughout  the  saint's 
frame ;  then  did  the  hand  of  im^e- 
toosity  and  desire  draw  the  mask  of 
presumption  and  indifference  over  his 
heart  and  mind,  so  that  the  carnal 
appetite  domineered,  the  machinations 
of  Satan  commenced  their  operations, 
and  the  crime  of  fornication  speedily 
coutamiqated  his  body.  At  that  junc- 
tore  the  devil  made  his  appearance 
before  the  altar  of  his  cell  in  the  figure 
of  an  old  man,  and  questioned  the  par- 
ticulars of  what  had  befallen  him. 
Barsisa  related  all  that  had  passed. 
The  devil  replied,  '  O,  Barsisa  !  be 
of  good  cheer,  for  sin  is  natural  to 
man,the  roost  high  God  is  merciful,  and 
the  door  of  repentance  open  ;  yet  were 
it  prudent  to  keep  this  statement  for 
the  present  a  secret  from  her  brothers.' 
^ariua  said,  '  Alas!  alas!  how  can 
we  daub  the  sun's  orbit  over  with  clay, 
or  bide  the  bright  face  of  day  from 
such  as  have  eye$  to  behold  it  ?'  The 
devil  replied,  '  that  as  I  can  teach  yon, 
O  Barsisa  \  may  very  readily  be  done  | 
let  the  damsel  be  slain,  and  her  body 
buried  underground;  and  when  thd 
brothers  return  and  enquire  aAer  her, 
you  can  tell  them  you  were  busy  at 
prayer  when  she  took  her  departure, 
and  know  not  what  became  of  htr.* 
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Thus  jast  as  the  accuned  devil  bad 
advised  him,  Barsisa  murdered  the 
prince ss>  and  carrying  her  body  ou^ide 
his  cell>  buried  it  under  ground.  Soon 
after  the  three  brothers^  courageovu  as 
libus,  and  nobly  attended,  having  re- 
turned from  the  hunt,  presented  them- 
selves before  the  hermit's  cell,  and  en- 
quiring for  iheir  sister,  concluded  they 
had  only  to  ask  his  blessing,  and  take 
her  away  cored  of  her  distemper ;  but 
on  not  meeting  her  ready  to  attend 
them,  they  asked  the  hermit  after  her. 
He  answered  them  verbatim  as  the  devil 
had  instructed  him  ;  and,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  believing  what  so  sanctified 
a  man  told  them,  they  took  his  bless- 
ing and  their  leave.  They  were  pro- 
ceeding towards  the  city,  and  expecting 
every  step  to  overtake  their  sister, 
when  the  evil-niinded  devil,  having  in 
the  mean  time  transformed  himself 
into  a  decrepid  old  woman,  with  a  staff 
in  her  hand,  and  a  handkerchief  round 
her  head,  met  them  by  the  way.  They 
questioned  her  and  said,  '  good  wo- 
man, did  you  meet  a  lady  on  this  road 
of  such  a  figure  and  description  ?*  She 
replied,  '*  you  are  perhaps  seeking  the 
daughter  of  the  reigning  king  ?*  They 
said,  Mhe  same.'  The  pretended  old  wo- 
nian  fell  a  weeping,  and  sobbed  aloud. 
The  brothers  of  the  princess  suspected 
all  was  not  right.  They  added,  'be  cir- 
cumspect in  what  you  have'  to  state, 
for  our  minds  cruelly  misgive  us  from 
what  you  have  already  insinuated.* 
The  old  woman  gave  a  freedom  to  her 
tongue  and  replied,  '  that  personage 
whom  you  recommended  to  his  care 
on  setting  forth  on  your  sports,  the 
hermit  defiled  -,  after  that  he  committed 
murder  on  her  body,  and  has  hid  her 
tinder  the  place  where  he  prostrates 
himself  at  prayer.'  Then  taking  them 
along 'siih  her,  she  proceeded  to  the 
grave  of  their  siste.r,  which  they  dug  up, 
and  found  the  body  fresh  murdered, 
aod.still  weltering  in  its  blood.  Upoa 
which  they  rent  the  garments  from 
their  bodies,  and,  in  the  grief  of  so  hor- 
rible an  event,ca3t  ashes  on  their  heads. 
After  thai  they  put  a  halter  round  Bar^ 
sisa's  neck,  and  led  him  towards  the 
city  3  while  a  crowd  gathered  from  all 


quarters  expressing  their  asUsaihs: 
how  such  a  series  of  events  GO^bi 
come  to  pass.    They   tben  €&&: 
gibbet  to  be  erected,  and  brooj^i- 
sisa  Udder  it  j  and,   whaterer  ide^ 
sion  the  holy  men  of  tbe  city  woeL? 
on  foot  to  get  him  released  ^cgt 
^Dtshment,   they  woold    doC  Bsr: 
their  solicitations,  bat    bad  him  Iz 
npOD  tbe  gallows  in  the  mostigscc 
ous  manner;  and  sach  as  hssrrr. 
would  have  considered  it  as  a  Uu. 
to  catch  the  water  be  bad  used  : 
ablutions,  and  applj   it    to  the  £3 
precious     purpose   they   would  r^ 
water  ;  and  would  bave  e^tetaxi 
dust  of  his  shoes  as  a  colljriQm  r 
be  applied  only   to  their   eyes,  r 
crowded  round  him  "with   their  m 
filled  with    stones,  that    they  c: 
hurl  them  at  his  head  with  corses  . 
this  state  of  matters  the  devil  prRcr. 
himself  before  the  gallows,  ui^' 
figure  of  a  reverend  old  man,  wkb 
head  illuminated  with  rays  of  gkm 
said,  '  O,  Barsisa  !   I  am    the  G:c 
this  earth,  and  that  is  the  Goddh- 
ven,  whom  you    have    served  i" 
series  of  years,  and  wbo  has  pem^' 
you  to  be  overtaken  with  ;his  calic" 
and  in  recompence  of  such  a  coot^ . 
and  faithful  obedience  has  left  vcc 
perish  on  a  gallows ;  shew  me  oilrr: 
sign  of  adoration,   that   I  raay6§*' 
yon  from  so  ignominioas  an  exit.  ^ 
a  root  ion  of  his  brow  Barsua  m  - 
%\%n  (rfworsliipping  the  accursed  6 
when  that  instant  a   voice  de^t;- 
from  tbe  seventh  heaven ,  annourc" 
*  Let  this  man  perislied  as  be  is  ir '. 
world  and  the  next,  be  utterly  2\r  - 
lated  ;  let  his  soul  sink  down  to  b 
his  carcai^e  be  cast  unto  the  rfog<. ' 
his  brain  become  fhe  pcniou  d  - 
fbwls  of  the  air.* 

The  abstract  and  sobstance  of '- 
apologue  is  that  God,  who  isb 
of  ail  things,  and  who  \%  p*rt"t 
just  and  supremely  good,  roayei:* 
hb  displeasnre  on  whom  he  p.^K 
and  that  man  has  no  reason  to  c 
plain,  though — "  tbe  last  shaHbf& 
and  the  first  last ;  for  many  be  c^ 
but  few  chosen."  Matthew  xx.  \ 
"  What  shall  we  say  tbeo  ?  Is  tc^ 
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uorighteottsness  wiih  God  ?  God  for- 
bid:— Eveo  for  this  purpose  have  I 
raised  tbee  up,  that  I  might  show  my 
power  in  tbee>  and  liiat  roy  name  might 
be  declared  tbrouglTout  the  earth  ; — 
therefore  hath  lie  (God)  noercy,  on 
whom  be  will  have  mercy  5  and  whom 
he  wiil^  be  bardeoeth."  Rom.  ix.  14 
and  18. 

L'Estraoge,  Fable  217— Folio  Edi- 
tion, tells  us; — ?'  After  laughing  at 
her  toil  all  the  summer,  a  grasshopper 
.  wanted  to  borrow  some  grain  of  an 
ant  during  llie  winter/*  "  TeM  meV* 
asks  the  ant,  "  what  you  did'during 
the  summer?"  "  I  sung  ;*'  repHdd  the 
grasshopper.  ''  Indeed !"  said  the  ant, 
*'  then  you  may  dance  during  the 
winter."  In  order. to  recommend  and 
inculcate  industry,  Sadi  introduces  into 
the  1st  sermon  of  his  Ist  Risalfnh,  in 
the  form  also  of  a  parable,  Ihe  fol- 
lowing beautiful  apologue. 

It  is  relatedi  that  a  nightingale  bad 
built  its  nest  on  ibe  txragh  <%'^  rose 
bush  in  3  garden  $  and  at  the '  root  of 
that  jatne  tree,  a  pooir  little  ai)t  h^'- 
pened  to  dig  itself  a  bole;  abd  mamaged, 
as  it  bestCG^d>  to  store  with  provision 
this  wretched  but  of  care.    Day  and 
night  wouUi  ibis  nightingale  be  flutter- 
ing   thr<Mi^5-!tbe    rose   bower,  ai^d 
tuning  theborbttt  of  its  soul-deluding 
music ;  a»d  Wbtlst  the  ant  was  hourly 
occupied  in  industry,  that  tbdusabd-' 
songed  bird  would  be  fascinated  with , 
its  own    s^^eet  thelody,    amidst  the 
groves  of  this  gardeq,,    The  nigbtin- 
gale  was  whispering  tt»  secret  to  the 
rose,  and  that,  full  blown  by  the  morn- 
ing Zopbyc,  waft  oglidg  it  in  ret6m. 
Ttie  poor  bttie^  ant  ^  could  not  help  # 
admiring  Um  eoqtiettbh    airs  of   the ' 
rose,  fl^.tb#  blandisjiments  of   the 
nightingale ;  flbd  incwUineotly  saying :  - 
"time  can  ^oott:  disclose  what  may  • 
be  tlie  end  oi^iiilLlthia  coquetry  and 
foss."      When'  the<  dowery-  season  of 
the  summer  was  gone,  and  the  bleak 
cold    of.  winter  approaching,  thorns 
succeeded  to  the  roses,  and  the  raven  * 
touk  the  perofa  of  the  nightingale; 
the  storms  of  automn  came    raging 
along,  and  the  foliagb^jf  the  grove  was 
ibcd  upon  the  ground ;  the  cheek  of 


the  leaf  was  turned  yellow,  and  the 
breath  of  the  wind  was  cold  and  chill- 
ing;   the    fathering    clbuds    poi^red 
down  hailstones  like  pearls,  and  flakes 
of  snow  floated  like  camphor  on  ilie 
bosom  of  the  air.     Suddenly  the  night- 
ingale returned  into  the  garden,  but 
he  met  neither  the  bloom  of  the  rose, 
nor  the    fragrance  of    the  hyacinth. 
And^   notwithstanding  his    thousand- 
songcd  tongue,  he  stood  stupifled  and 
mute;  fpr  he  could  discover  00  flower, 
whose  form  he  might  admire,  nor  any 
'  verdure,   whose    freshness    he   might 
'  CDJoy.     The  thorn  addressed  him,  and 
said  :  —  '*   O  silly  bird  !     how  long 
"  wouldsl   thou   court  the  society  of  the 
rose?  new  is  the  season,  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  thy  mistress,  thou  must  put  up 
with  the  soul. rending  bramble  of  sepa- 
ration." The  nightingale  looked  around 
him  on  the  world,  but  could  no  where 
discern  any  means  of  sustenance.  Thus 
destitute  of  food,  his  strength  failed 
liim  fist,  and  in   bis  helpless  state  be 
could  in   no  way  earn  himself  a  live- 
lihood.    He  recollected  himself,  and 
Said  : — *'  in  former  days  an  ant  had 
her  hut  under  this  tree,  and  was  indus- 
trious in  laying  up  for  herself  a  stpre 
of  grain.     I  will  submit  to   her   my 
Wants,  and  in  the  name  of  good  neigh* 
Sourbood,  and  a  sense  of  what  is  right, 
beg  some  relief;     perhaps  she  may 
dompassionnte  my  distress,  and  bestow 
some  charily  upon  me."     Like  a  sup-, 
pliant    the   half-famished  nightingale 
proceeded  towards   the    door  cf  ,tho 
ant's  hut,  ai'id  said  ; — "  Generosity  is 
the  harbinger  of  prosperity,  O  capital 
slock  of  good   luck  J    unfortunately  I 
w^s  waiting  my  precious  life  in  idle- 
nclss,  whilst   thou  wert  making  ihy^lf 
a  provision,  and  laying  up  a   honid; 
how  considerate  and  good  of    thqe, 
wouldst  thou  now  spare  me  a  little  ot 
it."    The  ant   replie4:—  ''  Ni^lic  and 
day  thou  wert  engaged  in  idle  conver- 
sation ;    and  I  was    occupied    Indus-  . 
trrously,  and  providing  for  a  bad  day  ;^ 
one  day  thou  wert  distracted  with  the 
smiling  blandishments  of  the  rose,  and 
the    next,    giddy,  with   adrairirg  the 
blossoming    spring;     wert  '  thou  not 
aware  that  every  summer  has  its  fal!. 
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sod  erery  long  aod  heavy  journey  a 
stage  of  reit  and  tranquillity  ?'* 

This  familiar  fable  Is  a  simple  and 
fercible  illustratioD  of  the  principle 
of  productive  and  unproductive  labor, 
•o  eloquently  detailed  by  Adam  Smith 
in  his  Wealth  of  Nations.  The 
industry  of  the  ant  was  accumulated 
▼akie,  which  she  hoarded  and  preserved 
against  the  distresses  and  severities  of 
the  winter ;  but  the  song  of  the  night- 
ingale, though  amusing  for  a  time, 
•  left  DO  provision  for  the  hour  of  neefd, 
ftud  change  of  season  ;  it  was  neither  , 
tangible  nor  transferable.  The  laws 
of  nature  point  out  to  man  that  prac- 
ticable maxim  of  Saint  Paul,  £ph.  iv. 
28.  "  If  a  man  will  not  work,  nei- 
ther shall  he  eat  ;** — nor  is  he  rash^  . 
to  trust  to  providence ;  for.  Acts  x^. 
35.  "  It  is  more  blessed  (to  be  able) 
to  give,  than  to  receive  -,  as  it  is  shewn 
by  another  apologue  of  Sadi,  that : — 
*'  no  life  is  pleasing  to  God,  but  what 
is  usefully  employed.*' 

Busian  II.  18.    A  holy  roan   met  a 
fox  that  had  no  feet,  and  stopt  in  admi- 
lation  of  the  handiwork  of  God,  say- 
ing   to  himself;     whence  does  this 
creature  derive  a  livelihood,  or  how 
procure  for  itself  food  without  haiida 
and  feet  ?    The  astonished  good  mu^ 
Hood  wrapt  up  in  this  thought,  when  a 
lion    bounded  before  him  holding  a 
jackall    in    one    of   his  paws  ^    this 
wretched  victim  served  the  lion  for  a 
meal,  and  enough  remained  to  satisfy 
the  fox*8  wants.     Next  day  he  wit- 
nessed a  like  event  come  to  pass,  for 
it  seemed  6t  to   providence  thus  to, 
snpply  the  fox  with  food  ]  faith  made 
the  holy  man's  eyes  sparkle  with  hope^t, 
and  he  forthwith  resolved  to  put  his 
whole  trust  in  God,  saying,  "  hence-" 
forward  I  will  sit  retired  in*a  corner 
like    an   ant,   for  even  an  elephant 
cannot    force   a   livelihood   by    main 
atrength.**    Then  for  a  length  of  time 
he  &at  with  his  chin  leaning  on  his 
breast,  and  expecting  how  providence 
might  supply  him  from  his  secret  store. 
Neither  stranger  nor  kinsman  sym- 
pathised with  his  sufferings,  when  his 
sinews,  bones,  and  skin,  had  shrunk 
like  a  fiddle.    Now  that  fro  a  sheer 


weakness  of  his  body,*be  had  lost  all 
feeling  and  paileoce,  a  Toioe  addretted 
him  from  the  altar  of  his  ceQ,  sajing : 
"  rise,  O  sluggard !  and  be  tbatdeatrac- 
tive  lion,  and  mortify  BOt  thyself  like 
the  pabied  fox  :  ao  exert  thy  indintry, 
that  thou  mayst  aboood  like  tbe  lion, 
for  why  sboold'st  thou  put  up  with 
leavings  likd  the  Ibx?*'  QoA  thus  be- 
stows his  t>ounty  on  that  hiscboaen 
servant,  whose  life  becomes  the  aiedi- 
um  of  his  fellow  creaiore^s  weU  be- 

Ipg." 

in  the  Annowifn  SofuAJi,  or  Perrain 
copy  of  Bidpai's  iiiblai,  this  story  is 
told  of  a  falcon  and  rook  ;  and  in  Na 
38  of  the  Adventurer,  Dr.  Hawhn- 
tfor^A  has  turned  this  falcon  into  as 
eagle,  and  joined  to  it,  not  very  nam- 
rally,  Sadi's  fox  :  .yet  I  know  not 
through  what  channel  he  reached  them, 
but  the  docQor  is  original;  and  most 
.happy  in  ^i  lu8  orienlal  sipolognes. 

In  the  beaoii^  .language  of  oar 
Scriptures,  life  is  often  termed  a  pil- 
grin^^ ;  aod  jve  that  are  passing 
through  it,  are. called  strangers  and 
sojourners  on.  this  earth.  In  RisaHah 
II.  sermon  4,  Sadi  tells  na  : 

"That  Noah,  at  tlie  ^ of  tweire 
hundred,  was  asked  :  **  bow  be,  who 
W^  the  oklesC  of  tbe  pTopbcts,  had 
found  this  world  r  He  refuted :  <'  like 
a  house  with  two  doors  '.—at  one  of 
which  I  eatered,  and  siall  aoon  leave 
it  by  the  other."  . 

'^  Like  pilerim*8  to  th*  appoinied  place  we 

tend, 
The  world's  an  ftiM,  imd  death's  our  jour- 

ney'i  eoA,**' 

In  No.  289  of  J(fa^  Spectator,  that 
Raphael,  as  Johnson  s^les  him,  of 
essay-writing,  fMdismtj^  baa,  Aroogh 
Sir  Joh^  Ghardiit,  oi^ied  witb  bitinsad 
taste  and  jiudgaitiiti  the .  fdlowkig 
parable  of  SBt/i.  on  tbo^  dnatability  <^ 
this  life.    Jli^ab  II.  Secmoo  4. 

One  day,  Ihmkim  Jdham,  kiog  of 
Balkh,  was  sitifog  m  tbepopcbof  his 
p4lace  with  all  his  ministers  and  red- 
nue  ^iiinding  by  him  in  atteodaooe, 
when  behold  I  a  poor  dervis  with- a 
patched  cloak,  a  aorip  ^md-a  a^iff^  pre- 
sented hlottelf,  afid  waa^  flMlung  liis 
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way  into  Ibrahim's  palace.  The  ser- 
vants called  to  him  and  said :  ".reve- 
rend sir  !  whither  art  tbua  going  V 
he  answered  them  :  '^  I  am  going  iQto 
this  inn."  They  said  :  "  this  is  tjie 
palace  of  the  king  of  Balkh/'  The. 
king  desired  they  would  allow  him  to 
approach;  when  he  observed:  "O 
dervis  !  this  is  ray  palace^  and  no  idd.** 
The  dervis  asked  him  :  '^  O  Ibrahim  ! 
whose  hoose  was  this  originally  V*  He* 
replied :  *'  the  hoase  ot  my  grand- 
fiither."  *'And  when  be  departed 
this  life,  whose  house  was  it  ?'*  "  My 
father's."  "  And  when  thy  father  died, 
whose  did  it  become  >"  "  It  became 
mine.".  "  And  when  thou  also  art 
gone,  to  whom  will  it  belong  ?'*  "  To 
the  prince,  my  son."  "  The  dervis  now 
said :  ^  O  Ibrahim  !  a  house  which 
one  man  is  after  this  manner  entering, 
and  another  quitting,  may  be  ap  inn, 
but  xa  no  palace  or  ifixed  habitation  for 
prince,  or  common  man.'* 

^'  Ev'n  kin^  bat  act  their  partn ;  and  when 

th»'/re  done, 
Some  otiier,  worse  or  better,  mount  their 
throne." 

-»  • 
In  No.  293  of  the  Spectator,  Mdi^ 
son  has  again  through  Chardin,  ltin< 
Persic,  vol.  HI.  189,  4io.  Amst.  en- 
riched his  vernacular  language,  by  copy- 
ing the  following  parable  on  Humility^ 
from  Sadi*s  fiustan,  IV.  2.  It  is 
understood  in  the  East,  that  the  pearl 
is  originally  formed  in  the  oyster,  from 
a  drop  of  rain  water  having  prf^yiously 
been  caught  by  that  animal.  Con- 
formably with  this  idea  : — 

**  As  a  solitary  drop  of  water  was 
falling  from  the  sky,  it  blushed  when 
it  came  to  see  the  huge  extent  of  the 
sea,  saying  to  itself:  '  where  this 
ocean  is,  what  pince  is  left  for  me,  if 
that  immense  b.^Jy  of  water  b^  pre- 
sent, my  god !  wnat  an  inconsiderable 
atom  of  matter  am  I T  Wliilst  it  was 
tbtw  reviewing  itself  with  an  eye  of 
humility,  an  oyster  took  itintojtsshellj 
and  nourished  it  with  its  whole  soul  ^ 
fbrtane  raised  it  soon  into  an  exalted 
f  tatsoD»  for  it  ripened  soon  into  a  pre- 
cioas  pear],  and  became  the  chief  jew0 
ia  iSbe  imperial  crown  of  Persia.*^ 


The  luxnrioat  freqnenteri  of  aa 
Eastern  public  bath,  can>  in  their 
loitering  idleness,  draw  Satan  with 
clovea  &et»  horns,  and  other  features 
as  hideous  as  the  devil  of  our  ntirse- 
ries.  Yet,  like  MUtorCs,  Sadies.  Satan 
was  i;ealiy  handsome. 

"  He  above  the  rest 

In  iliape  and  statare^  proudly  eminent. 
Stood  like  a  tower :  his  form  bad  yet  not  lost 
All  her  original  brightness,  nor  apoeared 
Less  tiian  arch  angel  rain'd,  and  th'  excess 
Of  glory  obscttT'd ." 

In  Bustan  1. 6,  Sadi  says : — ^*  I  know 
not  where  I  read  it  in  a  book  that  a 
person  saw  the  devil  in  a  dream  j  he 
had  the  stature  of  a  cypress,  and  the 
eyes  of  a  hari  of  Paradise,  and  his  face 
was  like  the  son  encircled  with  rays  of 
glory.     He  gently  went  np  to  him 
and  said  :  '  cau  this  possibly  be  you  ; 
never  did  any  angel  appear  more  band* 
some  or  lovely  ?     Why  should  man- 
kind make  your  deformity  proverbial 
throughout  the  wodd,  wbil^  you  can 
show  them  this  face  which  is  SfJendid 
as  a  full  moon  }    Why  in  the  palace  of 
oar  sovereign  the  king,  has  the  painter 
given  you  a  distorted,  ugly*  and  forbid- 
ding visage  i  They  recognise  your  face 
witb  horror  and  disgust,  and  represent 
you  on  the  walls  of  the  piAlic  hatha 
hideous  to  common  decency.'      The 
iU-onc^ened  demon  listened  to   these 
words^  apd  replied  to  them  in  a  vexed 
and  exulting  tone  of  voice,  saying  r 
'  My    well-disposed  friend  !     that  is 
no  likeness  of  me^  for  the  pencil  that 
drew  it  was  held  in  the  hand  of  an 
enemy,    I  routed  mankind  of  old  forth 
from  Paradise,    therefore,  in  despite, 
they  now  paint  me  so  ugly.* 

My  next  quotation  is  firom  Bustan  I. 
1  h  and  introductory,  to  as  well-tamed 
and  spirited  an  apostrophe  as  that  of 
y^Tgiii  which  Seneca,  SatU^s  favourite 
I^tin  author,  tells  us,  operated  so 
powerfully  on  the  maternal  feelings,  and 
princely  munificence  of  Octavia :  yet 
the  jouQg  and  gay  can  best  feel  and 
eiyoy  it. 

''  Yesterday^    I   had   my  fill   of 
wordly  emoyaoei^ti  for  claspt  in  my , 
ei9)>C9Q^iindd  yon  moon^fiMed  charm- 
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€r:  verily»  vlieii  I  saw  berhead  btoxi- 
caCed  with  sleep,  I  sirid  to  her,  the 
cypress,  O  mj  love  !  is  not  so  stately 
a»  ibou  art :  wash  lor  ao  instant  the 
drowsiness  of  ioebriation  6*001  the  nar- 
cissus of  tbioe  eye>  smile  graciously  as 
the  rose,  and  whisper  melodiously  as  the 
nightingale :  why  liest  thou  asleep,  O 
mischief  of  the  age  !  rise  and  bring  me 
that  liquid  ruby  of  thy  lips  for  my 
driuking  ?"— Looking  towards  me  with 
a  soul-nsaddeDing  glanceshe  roused  her- 
self in  reply;  "  thou  art  calling  me 
mischief,  yet  forbiddest  me  to  sleep." 
Durinjg  the  reign  x>f  our  enlightened 
sovereign,  nobody  can  witness  any 
other  waking  mischief,  bat  such  as 
.  ihia  !— 

The   Italian   poet  Guarini,    would 
seem  io  copy  the  above  seiuiment : 

''  Occhi,  tteUii  mortali 

Ministri  de  luiei  malt  ' 

Se  chiusi  m'  accidete 

Appcrti  che  fercte?"— 

Of  the  above  eight  apologoes,  those 
of  Barsisa,  the  Nightingale  and  Ant, 
Noah,  and  the  Dervis  mistaking  a 
palace  for  an  inn,  are  writteh  in  Per- 
sian prose ;  and  those  of  the  Fox  with- 
out fqeti  lue  drop  of  water,  the  beauty 
of  Satan#  and  the  compliment  to  his 
BovereigQ  to  musnosi  or  couplets  :  and 
I  knqw  not  in  which  Sadi  most  ex- 
cels ;  for  though  I  prefer  prose,  and 
particularly  his  prose  relations  of  those 
fables,  notwithstanding  the  two  first 
have  a  dash  of  the  Ibaruti  Rungin  or 
florid  slylQ,  yet  his  narrative  poetry' 
is  so  iamiliar  and  easy,  and  the  words 
deviate  so  little  from  their  natural 
order,  that  it  is  equally  perspicuous  as 
the  chastest  prose.  In  contradiction  to 
the  alleged  verbosity  of  modem  Per- 
sian, let  me  state;  that  the  apologue 
of  the  drop  of  water  is  told  in  €ve  dis- 
tiches, and  consists  altogether,  of  fifty 
Persian  words  :  and  the  same  fable  as 
related  by  ^i/</won,  No.  293,  Spectator, 
and  surely  not  prolixly,  comprehends 
nearly  three  times  the  number  of  En- 
glish words.  Indeed,  in  my  translation 
of  Sadi's  works,  1  have  often  found 
myself  compkilning  of  the  cooriseness 
of  the  narrative,  and  prolixity  of  the 
preceptive  parts :  yet  oa.  all  occastont 


the  narratives  will  be  found  sufficiently 
and  distinctly  detailed,    the   precepts 
included  in  the  events,  and  the  eveots 
related  with  such   circumstaaoes,    as 
render  their  precepts  succinctly  evident. 
I  have  amused  m3rself  with   tracing 
a  coincideoce  of  many  of  our  apopb- 
tkegtos  and  tales,  with  the  apologues 
and  ftbles  of  Sadi,    To  this  easy  and 
'  iamiliar  manner  of  writing,  may  yasiiy 
apply  that  saying  of  the  widest  of  men : 
"  That  there  is  nothing  new   imder 
the  sun  :*•    Methodus  sola    artificcm 
ostetidit.     **  Fables,"  says  Qoiniiliffl, 
^'  are,  above  all  other  literary  compo- 
sitions, calculated  to  win  the  hearts  of 
the  volgar  and  illiterate  i  who  del^bt 
in  pleasing  fictions^  and  are  easily  Jed 
away    by  a  fascinating  story."      We 
recollect  to  this  purpose,  the  matiny  of 
the  Plebeians,  who  in  their  rage  against 
the    Patricians,     had     Receded     from 
Rome  ;  and  their  being  brought  back 
by  the  fable  of  the  belly  and  members  j 
when,  had  any  body  preached  the  same 
doctrine,  indirect  terms,  the  incensed 
rabble,  instead  of  returning  peaceably 
to  the  city,  would  probably  have  torn 
the  daring  orator  into  atoms.      Tit. 
Liv  :  ii.  32.     And  when  the  Samiaus^ 
were  about  to  put  to  death  a  minister, 
who  had  abused  the  public  trust,  the 
counsel  of  Esop  could  not  be  mistaken, 
when  he  told  them  :— '*  A  Fox  would 
not  suffer  a  swarm  of  flies,  that  had  al- 
most  satiated  themselves  by  sucking  his 
blood,  to  be  driven  away,  because  a 
new  swarm  might  settle  upon  him,  and 
drain  the  Httle  blood  he  had  left  in  his 
carcase."     Thus  fables  descend  from 
one  generation    to  another;  and  the 
same  adventures,  after  making  some 
allowance  for  season,    age,    climate, 
manners  and  religion,  causu  the  instruc- 
tion and  entertainment  of  successive 
and  remote  nations.     For  the  earliest 
arid  best,    I    would   quote  our  own 
scriptures.     Jotham's  fable  of  the  trees 
choosing  a  kmg,  Judges,ix.  8.  and  15.  j 
and  that  of  the  poor  man  and  his  Iamb, 
are  admirable,  whether  we  regard  the 
simplicity  of  the  narrative,  or  the  uao- 
rality  of  the  application. 

The  parables  of  Sacred  Writ.  1  Re- 
vere, the  apologues  of  Sadi  and  A'oa-    . 
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mi,  I  admire,  but  the  fables  of  Esop 
aod  Pbaedrus,  of  Fontaine  and  Gay, 
have  loo  much  of  artifice,  and  too 
little  of  connmon  life,  to  please  roe. 
Tbey  are  still  more  objectionable, 
where  with  our  ancients  and  ourselves, 
the  passions  are  made  tlie  actors  ;  and 
virtue,  vice,  and  other  ideal  objects,  the 
persons  of  the  dramn  :  and  more  espe- 
cially where  the  unchristian  passion  of 
revenge,  is  often  encouraged,  as  a 
principle,  and  inculcated  as  a  practice. 
After  perusing  the  sublime    pages  of 

.  Homer  and  Virgil,  and  the  witty  lines 
of  LyLcian  and  Ovid,  what  character 
can  we  gite  of  their  mythology  ?  As 
history  it  is  absurd,  as  allegory  inconsis- 
tent, hud  as  n  iiystem  of  morality,  loose 
and  immodest.  In  their  intercourse 
with. each  other,  aod  with  mankind, 
their  gods  are  repiresented  as  unjust  in 
their  dealings,  mutable  in  their  designs, 
partial  in  their  fovcfurs.ignorantofevents, 
domineering  over  the  unfortunate,  vin- 
dictive, and  grossly  insolent  to  all. 
Were  the  passions  intended  to  be  per- 
sonified, tlley  ought  to  have  been  obvi- 
ous aton^^and  i\tk  left  like  the  \^^M 
U  Lesaui  Ghuib,  or  mystic  language 
ofSufiasm,  to  betaken  in  a  spiritual 
or  carnal  sense,  as  might  suit  the  rea- 
der's fancy.  Tlie  Persians  have  also 
the  Shahnarnnh  of  Ferdusi,  the  Secun- 
der-namah  of  Nixaml,  and  other  ex- 
cellent heroic  poems,  which  contain 
truer  history,  and  are  wiiiten  with 
more  consistency,  perhrps,  than  our 
ancier.ts,  and  certainly  with  less  servi- 
lity than  our  luoclcrns  of  Europe,  with 
the  exception  o'^  oni  own  Mi  lion. 

Ifanother  L'Estratige  slioul J  make 
a  collection  of  ancjt.MU  and  modern  fa- 
bles, a  second  follp  vohiine  might  be 
collected  from  tlie  apologues  of  th« 
east,  to  v.hich  iSt/rfi  v\ould  contribute, 
perhaps,  a  h:ilf.-— Wit  is  either  serious, 
or  comic;  nnd  orientalists  deal  more 
in  the  first  ll^an  the  last,  for  they  put  a 
higher  value  upon  an  apophthegm  tlian 
a  jest :  they  admire  wisdom  more  than 
mirth,  and  we  admire  mii  ilj  more  than 
wisdom :  a  wise  saying,  wiiich  tliey 
would  greedily  commit  to  writing, 
naight    pnss  unheeded  by    us;   while 

a  jest  would  iOus«  our  allemion,  and 


excite  our  applaoie.  Is  tbia  owing  to 
our  being  so  wise,  as  not  to  be  electric 
fied  by  a  spark  ofunsdotn,  or  so  foolish 
as  to  be  insensible  to  its  splendour  f 
Most  men  are  fond  of  a  jest,  the  vulgar 
of  a  coarse  one,  and  the  polite  of  what 
is  delicate.  But  the  instruction  of  an 
apophthegm  enters  deeper,  and  is  more 
permanent  in  its  effects :  then  it  rc- 
<juires  civilization  and  refinement, 
when  it  will  reveal  itself  to  the  very  soul 
of  a  great,and  even  excite  that  of  a  lit- 
tle man  to  virtue  :  like  courage,  a  flash 
of  this  species  of  wit,  will  strike  from 
mind  to  mind,  and  kindle  throughout 
a  whole  nation  the  sympathetic  fire  pi 
fellow  sentiment.  Above  any  other 
oriental  writer  Sadi  excels,  in  serious 
humour,  in  his  relation  of  an  apo- 
logne ;  and  by  scattering  the  flowers 
of  apophthegms,  over  the  path  of  wis- 
dom, has  rendered  his  Bustan,  GuUs- 
tan,  and  Rlsollahs,  instructive  and  en- 
tertaining. Hisvth  Risallah,  consists 
entirely  of  maxims  of  advice,  termi- 
nating in  some  lines  of  poetry,  in 
which  the  same  apophthegm,  is  often  put 
in  a  different  point  of  view,  and  has  an 
epigrammical  turn  given  to  it :  also 
the  viiiih  chapter  of  his  Gulistan  -,  and 
his  xxth.  book  of  Khubisaat  orimpuri- 
ties,  consists,  entirely  of  jests,  and 
some  of  ihem  of  the  grossest,  and  most 
indelicate  deficription.  Like  the  orange 
tree,  of  bis  native  city  of  Shiraz.  the 
writings  of  Sadi  bear  flowers  and 
fruits,  abd  equally  gratify  the  intellect 
with  nourishment  and  fragrance,  at  all 
seasons.  Besides  those  l>ook8  ef  pro- 
fessed apophthegms,  I  might  give  to 
half  the  apologues  of  his  B}istamni\ 
Gulistan,  and  the  parables  of  his  ser- 
mens,  an  epigrammical  turn. 

Lucman,  the  Esop  of  the  e.ist,  being 
asked,  of  whom  he  learncl  wisdoui. 
answered  of  the  blind,  who  feel  bclore 
they  tread. 

Being  again  asked,  of  wliom  he  had 
learned  manners,  he  answered,  of  the 
unmannerly,  by  avoiding  what  he  saw 
coarse  and  improper  in  their  beha- 
viour. 

On  another  occasion,  he  remarks, 
Bustan  ix.  2  :-*lt  were  better  to  cease 
to  live,  than  to  continue  to  live  in  sin. 

Being  desired  to  expostulate  with 
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■omebighwajnneii,  who  had  plandered 
the  caravan,  with  which  be  travelled* 
he  replied ;  it  were  a  pity  to  waste 
upon  them  the  admonitions  of  wis- 
dom. 

Being  like  Esop,  of  a  tawny  com- 
plexion, Lucman  was  mistaken  for  a 
run-away  slave,  and  sent  a  house-build- 
ing in  irons.  After  a  time,  the  realnlave 
was  found  ;  and  on  the  master  apolo- 
gizing for  what  had  befallen  him> 
Lucfnan  replied  :  "  at  home  I  have  a 
slave,  apon  who^  1  often  impose  hard 
tasks,  boty  whenever  I  call  to  ro'md 
my  late  trouble  of  brick-making,  1  am 
not  likely  to  be  severe  with  him 
again."     Bustan  iv.  2% 

Sadi  says  himself  i  "  Once  I  could 
not  help  weliog  for  a  slave,  who  was 
observing,  while  his  indulgent  master 
was  bargaining  for  his  sale  ;  you  may 
meet  many  a  better  servant,  but  I  can 
never  find  so  kind  a  nuister.**  Bustan 
iii.  12. 

An  ill-tempered  gentleman  had  a  slave 
still  more  violent  than  himself,  and  a 
friend  advised  him  rather  to  part  with 
such  a  slave  for  nothing,  than  to  put 
up  with  his  ill  humour.  He  replied : 
*'  his  temper  and  disposition  are  sour 
enough,  but  my  own  temper  has  been 
much  sweetened  bv  my  intercourse 
with  him,  for  ever  since  I  learned  to 
bear  wiih  him,  I  can  put  up  with  every 
body's  violence.**     Bustan  iv.  11. 

A  poor  man*s  ass,  having  stuck  &st 
in  a  slough,  and  kept  him  all  night 
exposejl  to  th^  cold  and  rain,  he  ieU  a 
cursing  both  his  friends  and  foes,  aad 
did  not  spare  even  the  reigniiig  sove- 
reign^ who  happening  to  pass  near  him 
in  the  movning,  overheard  what  he 
was  saying.  The  royal  attendants, 
were  in  expectation,  that  such  a  repro- 
bate would  at  least,  have  his  tongue 
torn  from  his  mouth  -,  but  the  high- 
minded  prince,  allowed  his  anger  to 
subside,  and  ordered  him  soa>e  money, 
a  horse,  and  warm  garment ;  and  a 
courtier  having  congratulated  the  poor 
man  oo  his  lucky  escape,  he  answered 
him,  and  said:— If  in  my  grovelling 
meanness  I  complained  vexatioosly,  in 
bis  magnanimous  beneficence,my  sove- 
reign forgave  me  :  it  were  easy  to  ro- 
compeace  evil  with  evii^  but  if  a  ge« 


nertms  man  yoa  will  rep>7  gaadfor 
evil."  Bust.  a.  24. 

The  fourth  hemistich  of  the  on- 
ginal  contains  an  Arabian  proverb,  and  * 
a  literal  translation  of  Mi  9titS  vv»  t5 
jUBjctf  «A^  tTxa  t»  rS  ^ysd^  to  xscdp. 
Be  not  overcome  with  evfl,  hot  over- 
come evil  with  good.  Romaia  xn. 
21. 

A  minister  of  state  argued  a  poiot 
of  business  before  Alexander  the  Oreat 
with  firmness,  when  the  king  tamed 
sharply  round  upon  him  aiKi  asked : 
"  Are  you  not  afraid  of  me  V* — He 
replied  r  "  why  should  I  be  afraid  ? 
Has  a  man,  conscious  of  his  own  righ- 
teousness, any  occasion  eveii  to  fear 
God  }  A  servant  like  myself  has  to 
fear  only  treachery  on  his  own  part, 
or  tyranny  on  that  of  his  lord  ;  and 
3^ur  obedient  feels  himtetf  aecure  on 
both  those  scores."  Risallah  of  ad- 
vice to  princes. 

<'  God's  koly  will  submissive  I  rerere 
And  fearing  him,  dibclaim  all  other  feu^ 

Temperance  and  piety  srt  highly 
commendable  in  kings,  bat  not  to  audi 
a  severe  degree,  as  to  embitter  char 
own  lives,  and  make  then:  dependants 
unhappy. 

Such  as  are  not  inclined  to  hurt*  £eu 
not  any  body  :  a  scorpion  is  full  of 
mischief,  and  afraid  or  every  living 
creature  Let  m^kind  ponder  oo 
the  enormity  of  that  tyrant's  wicked- 
ness ;  the  world  remains,  and  he  and 
his  oppressed  subjects  have  had  re- 
specrively  awarded  to  them  their  pu- 
nishments and  rewards. 

That  king's  iame  shall  never  die, 
who  left  behind  him  a  bridge,  a  re- 
servoir, a  Khan  and  a  Mahman-seray, 
or  an  hospital  and  place;, of  resort  for 
travellers  ;  and  it  shows  good  sense  in 
the  sovereign  or  subject,  not  to  antici- 
pate his  revenue  of  to-morrow,  or  to 
procrastinate  his  business  of  to-day. 

A  man  left  behind  him  an  infant 
son,  and  a  purse  of  gold  ;  and  tbaking 
sent  to  the  guardian  and  demanded  the 
money  :  accordingly,  wrapping  it  op 
in  the  child's  bosom  he  sent  him  to  the 
king  with  this  message : ''  the  porse  of 
gold  18  the  property  of  this  child,  if 
you  mean  to  take  it^  yoamost  take  it 
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from  bii  own  person,  that  yoa  may 
'    again  accoaot  to  him  for  it  od  the  day 

€?  judgment.*' 
'        A  visier  went  to  the  prophet  Jonas 
'    and  asked  his  blessing,  saying,  *'  Day 
and  niffht  I  am  occupied  in  the  ser- 
vice of  my    prince,    hoping  for  his 
favoar,  and  dreading  his  displeasure/* 
'     The  holv  man  wept  and  replied  :  *'  bad 
I  feared  God,  as  you  have  done  the 
^     king,  I  would  long  since  have  become 
one  of  the  elect.'*     GulistanL32. 

Thos  Shakespeare  ; 
I 

"  Had  I  serv'd  my  God  with  half  the  zeal 
,      I  serv'd  niy  Kins*  he  would  not  in  mine  age 

Have  left  me  imed  to  mine  enemies.'* 

It  were  an  easy  task  to  separate  the 
Soul  from  the  body,  but  you  cannot 
so  readily  restore  life  to  him,  whom 
you  have  murdered  :  prudence  would 
dictate  to  you  caution  in  giving  flight 
to  the  arrow,  for  if  you  let  it  once  quit 
the  bow,  you  cannot  bring  it  back." 
Gulistan  vHi.  55,. 

Thus  Cowley : 

''Easy  it  were  tlielivios  to  Itave  slain, 
Bnt  bring  them,  if  you  can,  to  life  afuiii : 
The  arrow's  shot :  mark  bow  itcnt«  the  air, 
Try  now  to  bring  it  back,  or  stay  ittliere  ; 
TMt  way  impatience  sent  it,  bnt  tliuu'It 

find 
Notiackaf  it^atasf  is  left  behind  r 

Gold  is  extracted  from  the  earth  by 
digging  into  its  bowels,  and  is  torn 
firom  the  grasp  of  misers  by  digging 
out  their  souls  :  misers  spend  not  their 
money,  but  watch  it  with  solicitude, 
saying  that  hope  is  preferable  to  waste ; 
next  day,  behold  !  to  the  joy  of  their 
enemies,  tlieir  gold  remains  and  they 
have  departed  this  life  without  having 
•njoyed  it.     Gulistan  viii.  3. 

Thus  Pope : 

^*  Damn*d  to  the  mines,  an  equal  fate  be- 
tides 

The  slave  that  dig^  it  (gold,)  and  the  slave 
tl)athi4es.'' 

The  rich  miser,  and  his  hoards  of 
gold  and  silver,  are  like  the  talismanic 
charms  standing  as  a  sentinel  over  a 
hidden  treasure  ^  therefore  is  his  gold 
remaining  unplundered  for  years,  be- 
cause this  talisman  is  shaking  its  head 
•rer  it  like  a  snake  ^  when  God  Is 


pleased  all  at  once  to  break  this  charm 
with  the  stone  of  death,  and  his  heirs 
are  left  to  portion  out  his  wealth  at 
their  leisure,     fi ustan  ii.  2Q, 

The  hypocrite  is  solely  taken  up 
about  his  sweet  self,  for  he  draws  the 
veil  of  self-conceit  across  his  own  eye^. 
Were  God  to  bestow  upon  thee,  O  vain 
roan  !  his  all-searching  eye,  thou 
would'st  see  none  more  pitiable  than 
thyself.     Gulistan  ii.  7. 

Thus  Young  :— 

^<  HeavVs  sovercifna  saves  all  human  beings 

bnt  hinist'ir. 
That  hideous  sight,  a  naked  hnman  heart.** 

Sadi  says: — 1  have  heard  that  a 
respectable  man  had  delivered  a  sheep 
from  the  clutches  of  a  wolf :  and  that 
same  night  he  was  sticking  a  knife  into 
its  throat,  when  the  spirit  of  the  sheep 
reproached  him  and  said :  ''  thou 
snatchedest  me  from  the  fangs  of  a 
wolf,  and  behold  in  the  end  thou  bast 
proved  thyself  a  wolf."  Gulistan  ii.  31. 

Dr.  Walcot  says  5 

**  I  cannot  meet  the  lambkin's  a^kinjr  eye, 
Pat  his  Koft  cheek,  and  fill  his  month  with 
food, 
Tlien  sav,«'er  eveninjgr  cometh  tliou  shalt  die. 
And  drench  the  knives  of  butchers  with 
thy  blood." 

Having  been  redeemed  from  capti- 
vity with  the  Franks  at  Tripoly,  his  be- 
nefactor moreover  bestowed  upon  him 
his  daughter  in  marriage,  with  a  dowry 
of  a  hundred  dinars ;  and  this  proving 
a  termagant,  tauntingly  asked  him  5  "  if 
he  was  not  the  fellow  her  father  bad 
released  from  captivity  for  ten  dinars," 
''  yes,"  replied  Sadi ;"  only  to  cast  me 
into  captivity  with  thee  for  a  hundred." 

An  unjust  king  asked  Sadi  j  "  how 
can  I  employ  myself  better  than  in 
prayer  ?"  He  replied  :  *'  by  laying  in 
bed  till  noon,  that  mankind  may  dur- 
ing that  short  interval  be  released  from 
thy  tyranny."  When  Rolla  is  intro- 
duced by  Elvira  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sassinating Pizarro;  he  discovers  him 
asleep  and  exclaims  :  "  This  is  the  dis- 
turber of  our  peace  :  can  this  man 
really  sleep  ?" 

A  wicked  man  blushed  on  reilec- 
.ting  oB  the  nghteoosoess  of  his  pious 
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neiglibocir,  when  this  asked  him, 
*•  are  you  not  ashamed  of  your  own 
accord  ;  for  omniscience  is  every  where 
and  at  all  tiroes  present,  and  yet  you 
are  only  ashamed  at  knowing,  that  I 
may  chance  to  h^ar  of  your  wicked- 
nesi/*     Busran  ix.  24. 

A  ^cary  traveller  was  lamenting 
the  hardships  of  his  journey,  when  his 
heavy-laden  a&8  made  answer  :  "  Whe-' 
ther  you  are  blind  or  deaf,  or  whatever 
he  your  mishap,  thank  God  that  you 
'Tea  mqn,  and  not  a  burthen-bearing 
ass  like  me.     Bust.  fiii.  12. 

Lord  Mansfield's  allegation  that,  in 
special  case-H  of  calumny,  the  truth  of 
a  libel  is  no  palliattoD  of  the  offence, 
was  not  unnoticed  by  Sadi :  •'  When 
you  are  industrious  in  noting  another 
man's  failings,  though  it  be  truth  you 
are  reporting,  it  is  nevertheless  a  libel." 
And  again  :  —  *'  His  iiiia  were  hur- 
rying a  wicked  man  to  hell,  for  the 
cup  of  his  life  overflowed,  and  the 
black  record  of  his  infamv  was  filled  ; 
another  person  by  libelling  followed 
close  behind  him*  and  was  saying ; 
God  forbid  heshookl  go  alone  to  hell." 
BusLan  vii.  i  \  and  15. 

On  the  following  subject  our  His- 
torian Gibbon  has  made  a  moral  re- 
flection, and  Sadi  a  pun  : —  A  skull 
is  supposed  to  rise  from  the  bed  of  a 
river,  and  say  :  **  Once  I  held  in  ray 
hand  the  sceptre  of  authority,  and  wore 
on  my  brow  the  diadem  of  sovereignty : 
so  long  as  my  stars  shone  propitious, 
and  fortune  was  my  companion,  £ 
seized  Irac  with  the  arm  of  victory  : 
I  bad  become  ambitious  also  of  subdu- 
ing Cjrmania,  when  behold  the  car- 
man or  worms  seized  upon  my  own 
brain.**  He  can  likewise  mingle  njo- 
rality  with  his  conceits  and  quibbles  : 

During  his  travels  Sadi  met  Khau- 
jah  HuiTiam,  a  contemporary  poet,  a 
native  ofibe  place,  at  the  publick  bath 
at  Tubreir  (Tauris.)  The  latter  asked 
h'lm,  whence  he  came.  He  replied  from 
Shiraz.  "  It  is  singular/'  said  Hu- 
mam,"  that  in  my  city  the  Shirazians 
should  be  more  than  the  dogs  and  cats." 
**  In  my  city,"  replied  Sadi,  '*  it  is  the 
reverse,  for  there  the  Tubrelrians  are 
less  !'* — Like  many  Jof  his  tpwnsmen 
3adi  was  bald  :  Humam^  turning  hia 


brass  ewer,  he  was  using  as  is  cxnktxn* 
ary  in  oriental  ablution,  upside  doum, 
asked  Sadi  »  "  how  comes  it  that  the 
head  of  a  Shirazian  should  resemble 
this  utensil  ?"  Sadi  promptly  answer- 
ed him  by  presenting  his  own  with  tbe 
empty  mouth  upwards  :  "  Why  is  rbc 
head  of  a  Tubrian  so  very  like  this  ?'* 

A  merchant  sa^d  to  his  son  j  "  let 
not  any  body  know,  that  1  lost  a  thou- 
sand dinars  by  a  late  speculatioo.'* 
"  Why  r  replied  the  boy.  "  Be- 
cause," said  the  father,  "  I  shall  in 
(hat  cass  suffer  a  two-fold  evil,  the 
loss  of  my  money  and  the  reproach  of 
my  neighbours."     Gulistan  iv.  2. 

A  learned  roan  was  upbraided  for 
failing  to  controvert  an  atheist.  He 
said  :  "  my  knowledge  is  that  of  sa- 
cred writ,  and  the  traditions  and  reve- 
lations of  our  holy  prophets  ;  to  which 
he  gives  no  creciit,  and  I  can  listen  no 
longer  to  his  blasphemy."  Gulistan 
iv.  4.  —  He  acknowledges  his  igno- 
rance, who  before  another  has  conclu- 
ded his  argument  can  interrupt  it  with 
something  of  his  own.  The  cabinet 
council  were  debating  some  important 
question,  and  the  prime  minister  sitting 
silent  J  one  of  them  asked,  why  he 
did  not  offer  his  opinion  ?  So  long 
as  you  are  right,"  he  replied,  "  it  were 
folly  in  me  to  interfere.*' —  Some  of 
the  courtiers  asked  him  :  '*  What  se- 
cret was  that  the  king  just  commu- 
nicated to  you,  for  he  never  tells  any 
of  us  ?"  he  replied  :  "  he  communi- 
cates with  me,  because  he  knows  that 
1  shall  not  betray  him  :  why  then  can 
you  ask  me  V     Gulistan  iv.  8. 

Sadi  says,  •*  I  c6m plained  to  a  young 
friend,  who  had  got  married  fince  we 
last  met,  that  he  had  lost  his  cheerful- 
ness. He  answered  :  "  since  I  be- 
came the  father  of  children,  I  ceased 
to  play  the  child."     Gulistan  vi.  4. 

An  old  man  was  asked  why  he  did 
not. marry  He  said  :  "  as  I  feel  my- 
self no  affection  for  old  women,  bow 
can  I  expect  a  young  woman  to  fiill  in 
love  with  me." 

A  learned  man  took  mtKh  pains  to 
instruct  a  nobleman's  son,'  who  bad 
very  weak  intellects  j  bul  could  make 
nothing  of  him.  He  took  him  back 
tp  his  father,  ^nd  said  :    "  1  cannot 
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make  bim  a  wise  roan,  and  if  I  go  on 
,  much  longer,  be  is  likely  to  make  a 
,  fool  of  me."  Gol.vri.  1.  If  you 
I  covet  the  heritage  of  your  father  make 
,  yourself  master  of  his  business  3  for 
I   you   may    squander    the  patrimonial 

estate  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
I       A  fellow  applied  to  a  h^rse- doctor 
to  cure  him  of  bad  eyes  who  prescrib- 
ed the  same  medicine  for  him  as  he 
,    would  for  a  qu^druped  ;  and  the  biped 
'   became  blind.     On  complaining  to  the 
Kazy,  this  decreed  :  "  he  <*ould  have  no 
redress  ;  for  if  he  bed  not  been  an  ass 
be  would  not  have  applied  to  an  ass 
doctor/*     Gol.  vii.  15. 

The  son  of  a  rich  man  was  observ- 
intc  to  that  of  a  dervis :  ''  my  father's 
tomb  is  built  of  stone,  the  epitaph 
written  in  gold,  the  lining  marble  and 
tessilated  with  torquoise,  and  that  of 
>  your  father  is  only  a  few  bricks  ce- 
mented with  clay/'  The  poor  boy 
answered  him  :  "  I  pray  thee  peace, 
for  before  your  father  can  stir  hin^self 
tinder  this  heavy  load  of  stone,  mine 
shall  have  risen  up  to  heaven.'  Gul. 
vii.  19. 

They  asked  a  Siagush,  why  he  fol- 
lowed the  lion.  He  replied  to  subsist 
upon  his  leavings.  And  why  do  you 
not  approach  him  nearer  and  become 
his  intimate  friend  ?  Then  I  should 
no  longer  be  secure  against  his  all-de- 
vouring fury.*'  Procula  Jove,  procul  a 
fulmine,  Gul.  i.  16.  A  prince  com- 
plained, that  an  officer's  son  had  called 
him  names.  The  king  said  :  "  it 
were  charity,  O  my  son  !  in  you  to 
forgive  him  ;  but  if  you  cannot  sto- 
mach that,  call  him  names  in  return  ; 
but  take  heed,  that  in  doing  so,  you 
do  not  exceed  the  bounds  of  the  pro- 
vocation, because  then  the  damage 
would  rest  with  you,  and  the  com- 
plaint with  him."     Gulistao  i.  37. 

At  an  entertainment  given  h?m  by 
the  king,  a  holy  man  said  a  long  grace, 
but  scarcely  eat  any  thing.  On  reach- 
-  ing  home,  he  desired  his  son  to  get 
bira  something  to  eat.  This  was  a 
shrewd  lad  :  "  perhaps  father  !  you 
eat  little  or  nothing  at  the  king's  ?"  He 
•aid  :  "  in  hia  pretence  I  barely  eat 
what  would  dome  good.-'  *'  Then," 


«  italopggrace, 

tl  I  that  can  pos- 

81  il.  ii.6.     Sadi 

C(  tly  guide,  that 

s(  of  lascivious- 

n  said  he,  1'  by     ' 

y 

A  king  asked  a  holy  man  :  "  Are 
you  ever  thinking  of  me  ?"  "  Yes," 
replied  he,  "  when  I  can  forget  God, 
I  may  think  of  thee."  All  night  ^ 
man  sat  weeping  by  his  sick  friend, 
next  morning  that  man  died,  and  his. 
sick  neighbour  recovered. 

Sadi  told  a  holy  friend,  who  had 
complained  to  him  of  the  impertioent 
intrusion  of  his  visitors  5  •*  to  borrow 
money  from  the  rich,  and  lend  it  totho^  ., 
poor,  and  he  might  not  see  either 
again."  A  physician  said  :  '*  a  hun- 
dred drachms  of  food  is  sufficient  to 
support  you,  but  if  you  exceal  that, 
you  will  have  to  support  it."  Gul.  iil. 
4. 

To  an  huge  fellow,  who  was  storm- 
ing with  passion,  Sadi  observed  :  "  you 
can  carry  a  stone  of  a  thousand  pound 
weight,  but  cannot  bear  with  a  single 
angry  word." 

The  king  of  Persia  sent  a  skilfn! 
physician  to  attend  upon  Mohamme  d ; 
and,  after  some  time  he  complained, 
that  nobody  consulted  him.  The 
prophet  said  :  *'  I  and  my  people 
eat,  when  we  are  hungry  j  and  leave 
off  with  an  appetite."  The  physician 
replied  5  "that  accounts  lor  your 
health."  And  be  made  obeisance,  and 
took  his  leave.     Gul.  in.  2. 

Swift,  Sterne,  and  other  wits  of  the 
last  and  preceding  age,  could  relish 
indecency  and  nastiness;  but  it  is 
creditable  to  the  present  generation, 
thai  they  have  no  lastis  for  such  gross- 
ness. 

This  was  not,  however,  the  case  in  the 
age  and  country  in  which  Sadi  flou- 
rished, any  more  than  it  was  in  tlie 
early  periods  of  our  own  literary  his- 
tory. The  works,  not  only  of  that 
author,  but  of  many  other  Persian 
poets,  and  moralists,  afford  but  too 
numerous  instance's  of  the  coarsest 
indelicacy,  both  of  thought  and  ex- 
pression.    Nor  Is  it  in  the  Khubisit, 
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or  book  of  trowed  imparftidt*  of 
Sadi  alone  Hitt  the  ▼iolatioos  of  de- 
coDCf  appear.  Tbej  too  often  dis- 
grace even  hit  mott  beautiful  and  in- 
atmctive  compogitionf  ^  neither  hiik 
GuKftaa  nor  Bustan  being  entirelj 
Aree  firoin  them*  thoogh  these  are  books 
unifortallj  aMd  in  schooh^  and  ad- 
mitted even  into  the  Haram. 

For  toch  passage  : —  nadi  enim 
aontj  recti  et  veoosti,  omne  omata 
oratiooet  tanqum  ve»te(!etracto :  how- 
ever modi  repugnant  to  the  cleanlier 
mmnert  and  deoenter  ideas  of  our 
present  times,  the  best  apology  I  could 
ofler  is  the  simplicity  of  heart  and  na- 
kedness of  diction  of  Asiatic  poets ; 
who  too  often  present  us  with  rude 


images  and  gross  sentudcnt^  but  we 
bad  best  copy  on  JvBi  occuneoces 
what  some  ot  our  regular  clergy  do  in 
meeting  some  pa8s^;es  in  oar  old  tea- 
tament^  and  skip  over  what  the  ataod- 
ard  of  our  present  taste  miglit  consi- 
der as  indelicate.  Yet: — horreacore- 
ferens — I  must  not  overlook  another 
disgusting  propensity^  to  which  Sadi  i^ 
accused  dt  alluding  with  a  ler ity,  if 
not  a  criminality,  that  is  h^;hl}r  re- 
prehensible. It  is  too  serious  a  sobject 
to  touch  lightly  on  here  ;  and  I  devote 
another  section  of  his  life  to  thb  spe- 
cial di>icussion>  where  I  endeavour  to 
exonerate  him  in  some  measure  from 
the  heavier  part  of  this  charge. 


ji  RouTi/nMfvMADRAS  to  SiaowGE  %  Hyderabad  and  Hussingahad-'Mea» 
sured  distance  by  the  Perambulator ^  and  as  marched  by  General  Close*s 
army  from  Pandooma  back  to  JauUui, 

[TV  sabjoined  original  commiinicatioii  will  be  read  with  ranch  iDt^rest,  and,  if  we  hare 
not  inbibfd  an  erroneoas  impression  of  its  merit,  with  some  advantage.  It  cootcts 
considerable  vseful  information  of  a  oomitry,  not  often  traversed  by  Europeans,  with 
some  historical  facts,  and  circnm^tances,  hitherto  not  commonly  known.  The  first  part 
of  the  Route,  to  which  it  relates,  running  through  flie  provinces  of  the  East  India  com- 
paay,  or  bordering  territories,  is  not  on  that  account  particuUriy  described,  but  the 
detail  and  interest  increase  together,  as  it  proceeds.— We  know  not  to  whom  we  are 
obliged  for  this  favour,  but  we  are  not  ignorant  of  its  worth.] 


Fbom  Madras 


M.    R 


To  Goonirapundy 27  O 

Nayrpett 17  4 

Goodoor 18  0 

Venkatachluro*8  Choultry  13  4 

Ncllore 10  2 

Cross  the  Pennaur  river. 

AUoor l6  5 

Mawuldroog 13  7 

Kurair 21  4 

WoUoor }6  O 

Bedropoilam 22  O 

By  Ongole. 

Ardingy 7  6 

Go{^urpaud 8  3 

Riunpchurloo 21  O 

Nacricull... 12  4 

Bramanapelly 15  O 


Warapelly IS      O 

Cross  the   Kistna,    and  enter  the 

nizam'8  territory. 

Muiralgoodum 15      O 

Teeperty, . , }6      O 

Nelgoonda.. li      o 

Oopally 18      6 

Narrainpoor .' g      4 

Sangarum 15      0 

Hyatnagur 8      O 

Hyderabad 8      O 

Cross  the  Moosa  river. 

Guichie  Bowrie 11       7 

Bcgumpett 17      2 

A  large  village^  a  few^  miles  beyond 

which  you  cross  the  Maojoura  river. 

Jougiepett 20        5 

A  large  and  popoloos  vilh^. 


*  This  {»  a  kind  of  jest  book  which  Sadi  condescended  to  compose,  and  to  which  a 
very  a|>propriate  title  has  been  ^iven ;  but  whether  by^himself,  or  the  editors  of  his  works 
U  uiir«  rtaiu.  though  Uie  fermcr  is  most  probable. 
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BurgapeDjr.  •  •  • 15       1 

Pitlam  ..,.• 18      7 

Bisconda. 15      4 

Digloor.^ 14      3 

Siigeera. l6      3 

Capsie 20      3 

Nandair 11       2 

A  large  walled  town,  on  the  N. 
banks  of  the  Godaveri  river :  there 
is  a  Seik  college  established  tl>ere. 

Curunda , 21 

Nundapoor 15 

Hinglah 12 

Pallygaum 16 

To  Bassutn,  cross  the  Gunga  river, 
fix  miles  distant  from  it. 

Bassum. 13      O 

A  large  town. 

Saolooi 20 

Kerinja « .  21 

A  large  walled  town  and  jaghire  of 
So»ban  Cawn^  and  a  fine  tank  of 
water. 

Hinginwad)' 18      O 

A  good  village,  and  small  stream  of 
water,  which  has  its  source  in  the 
town  of  Kerinja,  mns  N.  and  £.  to 
the  Godaveri. 

Omerawtu 21      0 

A  large^  fortified  and  trading  town. 
From  three  miles  bqyond  Hingiuwadj^ 
on  the  Omerawta  road,  after  passings 
small  table  land,  the  small  streams 
you  meet  with  take  a  westerly  course 
to  the  Taptie. 

Tensa,  N.  village 24      0 

Six  miles  beyond  this,  on  the  road 
to  Sangwie,  you  cross  the  Werda, 
into  the  Nagpoor  district. 

Sang  wee,  M.  village. ...  26      O 
Eighteen    miles  on  this  road  you 
ascend  the  pass  to  Sang- 

wie, which  is  situated  on  a  gooid 
stream  of  water,  riinning  S.  and  E. 
into  the  Godaveri ;  but  a  small  village. 
Neither  the  ascent  nor  descent  of  this 
pass  IS  difiicolt. 


Nukair.. 26      0 

Nine  miles  on  this  road  you  cross 
the  Werda  to  Amnair,  belonging  to  the 
nizam,  and  immediately  afterwards  re« 
cross  it  into  the  Nagpoor  country. 

Pandoorna  , g      O 

A  Mahratta  village,  on  a  small 
river:  runs  to  the  Jnderowtu  river, 
which  joins  the  Godaveri. 

Barooly* 15      4 

To  this  you  ascend  the  Barooly 
ghaut,  not  difficult,  to  a  table  land, 
where  the  thermometer  fell  twelve 
degrees.  The  source  of  the  Werda  is 
two  miles  N.  of  Barooly. 

Multie,  or  Multappy 13      5 

Sikarie 11       5 

Batool 10      5 

A  large  fortified  village  and  tank, 
the  source  of  the  Taptie,  which  the 
word  indicates :  mull-spring,  in  Per- 
sian. To  Batool  you  descend  a  small 
pass :  from  Barooly  to  the  pass  is  a 
table  land,  undulating,  free  from  trees, 
and  apparently  well  cultivated  with 
wheat,  sugar-cane,  Bengal  gram,  and 
other  Pulses. — Batool  is  a  populous 
place,  situated  m  a  v^ry  ^rtile  valley, 
near  the  ancient  Kusb?  of  Kureero, 
now  destroyed,  three  miles  distant. 

Neempauey. id      5 

Shapoor. 8      7 

iVom  Batool  you  have  a  gentle  as- 
cent into  a  jungle,  which  continues  to 
near  Shapoor,  2^  mil&s  short  of  which 
you  descend  a  ghaut,  pretty  difilicult,  to 
Shapoor,  a  small  village,  open,  on  a 
fine  river,  mns  to  the  Nurbudda. 
Bora  river,  no  village. ...   8      2 

No  village 9      5 

Sindkair .14      O 

From  Shapoor  you  again  enter  a 
wood,  with  a  very  small  ascent,  to 
within  seven  miles  of  Sindkair,  where 
yoa  meet  with  ^another  descent  into 
the  plain  which  Sorders  the  Nurbudda. 
The  pass  is  intricate  and  narrow,  bat- 


*  From  Barooly  to  Sindkair  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Goondwana.  One  of 
their  principal  chiefs  who  resided  at  Deogur,  Which  lays  about  forty  miles  N.  and  £.  fiaiA 
Paadooraa,  was  conqaered  by  one  of  Aurengsebe's  generals,  and  carried  4»t«oner  ts 
Delhi,  where  he  got  his  eonntry  back  en  embrmcing  the  Mnsralman  futtk^  and  got  tiie 
title  of  Boorahan  Shah.  His  descendant  were  conqncred  by  Booosla,  and  the  family 
are  now  prisoners  at  Naspoor.  Though  uimcd  Mnssalmen,  it  is  still  thought  an  honour^ 
by  the  other  Goond  chief,  to  be  connected  by  marriage  with  that  teiily.  The  therrno- 
meter,  in  January,  when  exposed,  after  ascending  the  Barooly  Qb|0ty  rtit^  VI  As 
morning  from  55  to  38  aad  40,  but  in  th«  mid-day  sose  to  about -^^ 

Vol.  12.  £• 
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not  difficult*  without  an  army  is  much  given  by  Scindia  to  a  female  of  the 

enrumbered  with  baggage,  for  there  Boonsla  family^  as  pawn-villages. 

is  rio  descent  into  the  plain  but  by  (ho  Ocher , 13      6 

r<>Ki. — Siudkair  is  a  ruined  village  on        At  Gunge  Bissouda  you  crocs  t^ 

till  plain.  Baitwa:  a  good  ford. 

Husslngabad 11       3  Sironge lO      4 

On  the  S.  banks  of  the  Nurbodda,        A  large  open  town,  with  appear- 

is  an   old  fort«  fast  falling  to  decay;  ance  of  former  grandeur^  and  greater 

cTO<(scd  the  river  three  miles  west,  at  a  population,    situated    in  a   fine  open 

good  ford,  then  January,  2\  feet  deep,  country,  well  cultivated.     Its  bazars, 

and  encamped  on  its  northern  banks,  at  present,  are  very  strong,  built  of 

nearly  opposite  the  fort;  a  range  of  stone,    on  an  elevation  of  four  fixe 

hills  running  along  its  northern  banks,  above  the  street.    There  is  still  stand- 

and  thick  jungle  to  the  bank  of  the  ing  a    large    caravansera — a    doobte 

river.  row  of  pillars,  and  walled  all  round. 

Godaviah  Nulla  Bopal..  .4       4  This  district  was  given  by  Holkar  to 

Chawka J      4  Ameer  Khan,  about  the  year   18CM, 

To  this  you  ascend  a  pass,  with  a  and  gives  him  about  five  lacks  of  ro- 

very  gradual  ascent,  and  continue  on  pees  annually.     It    is     rated  in  tfa« 

a  table  land,  covered  with  wood,  till  Ayeen    Akberry  at    aboat  27  lacks. 

within  three  miles  of  Omrah,  when  From  this  place  to  Boreah  (5  m.  3/.) 

you  have  a  small  descent  into  a  valley,  was  the  utmost    extent    of .  genoal 

to  tlie    westward  of  which,    distant  Close's  procedure  north,  and  the  route 

about  fourteen  miles,  lies  Bopal,  by  detailed    hereafter  is  bis  return,   bf 

wliich  route,  and  Bilsa,  general  God-  a  more  easterly  route,  to  Jaolna,  by 

daid  came  with  his  army  to  Hussinga-  Hussingabad,  Boorahanpoor,  and  the 

bad.  on  his  route  to  Guzerat.  Ajuntu  Pass^    fi^om  Hussingabad  to 

Qnirah 8       5  Boorahanpoor  is  the  route  marched  by 

Oiuriah .10      O  general  Goddard. 

The  direction  of  this  march,  E.  and  Boreah,  course  northerly.  5      3 

N.  through  the  valley.  Mahanda  Kaidee,  E.&  N.  12      0 

Bimchode,  direction  N.  Serawadao 5      4 

and  W 17      O  Kolun,  on  the  Narrain  R.   2       I 

To  this  place,  all  the  road  thick  Seerwye,  E.  and  S 9       1 

jungle  till  within  one  mile  and  a  half        On  the  south  banks  of  the  Baitwa 

ttf  Bimchode,    when   you  descend  a  river.    Th'is  country,    from   Sironge, 

small  pass  into  a  narrow  valley  5  to  is  an  open  plain,  well  cultivated  -,  but 

the    westward    is  seen,    distant  five  villages  mostly  in  ruins,  frooa  the  fire- 

miles,  the  hill  fort  of  Rayeen,  belong-  quent  incursions  of  the  Pindaries. 

ing  to  the  Bopal  rajah.  Bassouda,  Gunge,  S 8      0 

Peroreah,  W.and  N. ...  13       O  Soomnair 16      2 

You  pass  close  under  the  N.  end  of         Amachwar,  near  Bilsa. .     6      6 
the  hill  fort  of  Rayeen.  Yairawadoo,  S.  and  E 18.     1 

Amachwaur,  N 10      4  On  the  Naiwund  river. 

Two  miles  N.  of  Bilsa,  a  large  for-  Bagwana,  southerly 13      5 

tilled  town  of  Scindia's,  on  the  Baitwa^  Six  miles  short  of  Bagwana,  jou  enter 

or   Baitwuntie    river,    a    fine    large  again   that  beh  of  jungle,  north  of 

stream,  which   takes  its  rise  ftxtm  a  Nurbudda,    and  which  continoes  to 

laige  tank,  near  Bopal.     The  Bopal  Barie. 
frontier  comes  within  three  miles  of*        Burkhaida,  on  theBama 

Bilsa.    The  country  here  is  open  and  river 9      j 

wdl  cultivated.  Two  miles  east  of  this  lies  the  Fort 

Soomnair 8      4  of   Chowkygur,   on  a  hill   not  vciy 

You  cross    a  stohey  river,  which,  high.      It  had,  early  in  1810,  beea 

ninningtoyourleft,  joins  the  Baitwa.  besieged  by  the  Boonsla*s  army,  and 

Gunge,  Bissouda 17      O  taken  by  storm  from  the  Bopal  Raja, 

Two'  good  villages,  op  the  Baitwa,  and  Meer  Khp*t  people,  aod  wtsit 
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that  period  'in  the  M^raUas  posses- 
tion. 

Barie. 8  ,    3 

A  fo^t,  which  ^  Chowkygor  was 
taken  bj  storm,  situated  on  the  Bama 
river,  running  East  into  the  Nurbudda, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  range  of  moun- 
tains on  which  Chowkygur  is  placed. 
There  is  a  defile  to  come  put  of  the 
raountains  within  two  miles  of  Barie, 
not  difficult. 

Sunkair » 14      4 

N.  banks  of  tbeNurbodda  river. 

Bunkair 1       O 

.  S.  banks. 
Silarie,  course  W.  and  S.  13      ^ 

Babhy 14      O 

Near  this  you  cross  the  Towa  river, 
running  N.  into  the  Nurbudda,  four 
miles  East  of  Hussingabad,  a  broad 
bed  of  sand,  but  shallow  and  very  low 
banks,  it  rises  in  the  Goond  hills,  S.  of 
Huraingabad. 

Hussingabad,  W.  and  N .    7      O 

Doolooriah,  W 14       1 

Five  miles  short  of  this  on  the  left 
of  Southern  side^  lays  buried,  Mr. 
Wcbbe,  resident  at  Scindia's  court, 
when  that  chief  lay  encamped  there. 

Sewney 15       2 

Cotra 13       1 

Encamped  on  the  Western  bank  of 
a  good  river,  which  forms  the  Western 
boundary  of  the  Boonsla's  territory  \ 
the  village  of  Cotra  belongs  to  Boonsla 
on  the  Eastern  banks  f  the  Southern 
one  belongs  to  Scindia  ;  the  river 
runs  North  into  the  Nurbudda,  from 
the  Goona  bills. 

Hurda,  W.  andS 17      7 

A  good  village,  small  river  and  fort, 
country  open,  and  well  cultivated. 
From  Hurda  to  Charwa,  is  wood  and 
jungle,  without  inhabitants ;  a  very 
good  road,  made,  as  reported,  by  Auren- 
zebe,  as  a  grand  road  of  communica- 
tion between  the  Deccan  aud  Hipdoos- 
tan.  At  Charwa  you  meet  with  a  fort 
of  four  angle  bastions,  near  to  a  very 
fine  stream  of  water,  from  thence  to 
four  miles  beyond  the  Baum  river,  you 
meet  with  no  signs  of  inhabitants. 
At  that  place  is  Pipload,  a  large  mud 
fort. 

Matchnair  river,  S, ....  •   12      6 

Charwa , , . . .     9      2 

£ 


'  (roorahpatcha  river, .   ..    U      3 

Chinipoor 7      C 

Jammary. 13      O    ' 

Baum  river ' . . , .     7      5 

Seawull 17      6    ^ 

To  Seawull  you  meet  with  some 
difficulties  on  the  road,  such  as  narrow 
roads  and  windings  round  small  hills, 
with  deep  ravines  and  jangle;  Sea- 
wull has  been  a  large  town,  from  which 
yon  see  distant  about  eight  miles,  the 
hill  fort  of  Assurghur,  in  a  W.  and  S, 
direction. 

Nusserabad,  S.andW...  13  6 
From  Seawull  to  Nusserabad,  the 
road  is  very  intricate  Ijy  the  numer- 
ous ravines  you  meet  with,  by  which 
all  that  country  is  cut,  carrying 
their  waters  into  the  Taiptie,  on  the 
Northern  banks  of  which  the  road 
lays.  Great  trouble  has  been  tafeen 
with  this  road  in  cutting  through  the  ' 
different  ascents  you  meet  with,  which 
renders  it  very  tedious  for  an  army 
with  much  baggage,  to  pass  that  way, 
as  there  is  no  road  for  the  baggage  to 
the  right  or  left. 

Two  miles  S.  of  Boora- 

haopoor,  at  Shapoor. .  10  O 
Three  miles  short  of  Boorahanpoor^ 
you  cross  the  Tapiie  at  a  very  good 
ford,  the  Southern  bank  a  little  steep  \ 
the  city  of  Boorahaopoor,  like  the 
generality  of  towns  in  India,  is  falling 
fast  to  decay,  for  want  of  a  govern- 
ment that  will  protect  them.  Shapoor 
is  near  enough  to  the  Taptie  for  an 
army  to  water,  it  is  a  decayed  village. 

Aoioorly,  S.  and  W 7     '7 

Hatulla,..t 17      3 

Yaioolie....... .ii I6      C 

Samoorud 10      1 

Furdapoor 16      1 

From  Shapoor  Xo  Furdapoor,  isr  n 
fine  open  country,  and  good  roads. 
It  was  at  Samoorud  where  Scindia's 
army  lay,  after  his  defeat  at  Assay e, 
on  col.  Stephenson  n^aking  his  appear- 
ance at  the  head  of  the  Adjuntu  Pass, 
at  the  foot  of  which,  on  a  small  river, 
lays  Furdapoor,  a  small  and  weak  fort ; 
near  Furdapoor,  the  Nizam's  boun- 
daries commence  5  ,  Furdapoor  belongs 
to  him. 

Ajuntu,  S.andE 4      4 

At  the  head  of  the  Pass^  a  walled 
e  2 
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town,  bat  not  strong  I  tbe  ro«d  op  tbe 
ghaat  if  pretty  steep,  but  well  made. 

Wwikry 12      0 

Codallah •  10      2 

Snoall  f  illage  on  a  fine  river*  tbree 
miles  distant  from  Ajmscfe,  wbkh  lajs 
to  tbe  eastward. 

Langaum 15      2 

Jaulnab 17      1 

The  bead  quarters  of  the  Hyderabad 
Subsidiary  force,  finraaerly  a  place  of 
gr^t  trade  and  opulence.  There  is 
a  (own  on  one  side  of  the  river,  and 
a  fert  and  town  on  the  other.  From 
Ajuotu  to  Jaulnab,  the  country  open, 
$Qd  road  verjt  good. 

.  Kurlab 15      S 

Purtoor. 15      3 

Little  water. 

Sutoonab.1..... 11      3 

Wells,  between  Sittoonah  and  Pupul- 
gaum,  lies  Seeloo,  a  large  and  populous 
village  belonging  to  the  Paishwa,  and 
between  Pupulgaum  and  Manda  Kuda» 
lays  Mahaotie,  a  large  village  belong- 
ing to  the  Nizam. 

Pupulgaum 13      O 

Manda  Kuda ^.   18      6 

Dightanab 13      3 

Kair. 7      l 

S.  banks  of  the  Godaveri,  a  large 
fortified  town. 

Saoorgaum 12      2 

Rajooma. 12      3 

Hultie 12       I 

Oodgherry, . ., .  • 13       1 

A  populous  village ;  ibrt  and  Cyprus 
garden ;  a  Jaghire. 

S.  Banks  Manjera  river..  18      O 
Pass  through  Mooig,  a  l^rge  village. 

Hulburga 17       1 

Eight  miles  on  tbe  Konapoor  rood, 
you  pass  the  large  village  of  Bulkie. 

Konapoor 5       7 

Half  way  to  Qoonjettlt  you  pass  cl<^ 
to  the  town  of  Biedu. 

Goonjetta 18.    3 

Jallapelly 13       O 

Yaimpelly,  S.andE....   11      4 
Deserted. 


Cundy »«>•   14     6 

PuttencheroQ. 11      3 

Large  village  and  tank. 

Duiga^.... 13      3 

Hyderabad 9     0 

Shomrabad,  ooane  8... .    11      0 
A  Jaghire,  bti,  and  good  garden. 

Nnndygaum. 14      3 

Riacul •«...     9      6 

Rajapett. 10     1 

Alloor 11      2 

Gunpoor^ .••<^.    11      7 

An  okl  ^Ucayed  fort,  belonging  to 
the  ^rnily  of  the  Nabob  of  the  Canii- 
tic,  given  u  a  Jaghire  by  Nizam  ol 
Mulk. 

Chintaacul. 13      7 

Paungul II      $ 

A  hill  fort. 

Paugtoor 16      0 

A  Jaghire  belonging  to  the  family  of 
Ameen  Saib,  Arab,  under  the  Nizan, 
on  the  Southern  banks  of  the  Kistiia. 

Kurnool w.    14      0 

Tbe  place  of  residence,  and  Jaghire 
of  a  Patau  chief  who  has  fortifi^  it 
He  is  of  tbe  same  family,  concerned 
in  the  death  of  Nazir  Jnng  at  Pondi- 
cherry,  brought  about  by  Dopleix ;  |ie 
is  now  under  the  company,  whose  Nor- 
thern boundary  is  the  Toombodra 
river,  which  jo'ms  the  Kistna  a  fcr 
miles  below. 

Cheroobulgul,  S.andW.  25      0 

Yemanaganoor 13      4 

Koatcul 9      0 

Adooi 9      0 

Formerly  the  Jaghire  and  resideoos 
of  Bazalut  Jung,  brother  to  Nizam 
Ally,  besieged,  taken  and  destroyed 
by  Tippoo  Sultan ;  it  was  a  strong  hold 
in  the  hands  of  the  Anagoindy  princes, 
who  lost  it  after  the  great  battle  with 
the  Deccan  sovereigns^  along  with 
their  empire. 

Hoogerie  river 27     0 

Bellary 17      7 

A  hill  forty  and  fortified  Petab,  nesr 
which  is  fixed  a  cantonment>  and  tbe 
head  quarters  of  a  division. 

Total.  E.  miles  1948    4 
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Translated  Extract  of  a  Persian  Manuscript  entitled  Memorandums 
Qfid  Recent  Anecdotes  of  the  Sovthe^s  Courts  of  Hits doostilv,  by  a 
Mussulman  Observer^  in  the  year  1 193-6  Hegree,  A.  D.  1781-2. 

[This  paper  affords  no  ordinary  specimen  of  modem  Persian  composition,  nor  of 
genius  in  the  writer ;  tliough  it  betray  a  prejudice  in  speaking  of  Mahratta  institu- 
tions and  events,  connecting  themselves  ii^ith  the  history-  of  that  carious  people,  that 
may  be  suspected  to  influence  other  parts  of  his  relation.] 


Tab  Mahrattas  of  all  the  infidel 
tribes  of  Hiodooslao,  are  best  known  to 
the  Islaamltes.  They  derive  their  oaitie 
from  the  country  which  they  inhabit  j 
but  from  the  constancy  of  their  wars 
v^ith  the  Mussulman  powers^  they  are 
more  empbaticallv  called  the  enemy. 
Like  the  other  followers  of  Bramab^  ^ 
(hey  are  divided  into  four  casts ;  and 
these  into  an  infinitade  of  subordinate 
ones,  all  of  the  Sunkee,  or  bastard 
race. 

The  Bramins  are  of  two  classes^ 
Mahratta  and  Kokipg;  the  latter  is 
sub-divided  into  four  others,  of  which 
the  Chitpoor  is  of  late  the  most  dis- 
tinguished* as  giving  a  chief  under  the 
title  of  Pundit  Piodban,  to  the  whole 
8Ute,  and  the  Carrery  is  at  once  noticed, 
and  bated  for  making  a  triennial  sacri- 
fice of  a  member  of  the  religious  order 
to  their  Bowanny. 

T|ie  Cheteree  Sunkers  in  the  second 
descent  are  ninety-six  in  number,  and 
acknowledge  the  superiority  of  the 
Bhoslah  tribe,  though  those  of  Jadoo, 
of  Scindia,and  Guicawar,  are  more  mi- 
merous  and  ancient:  besides  these, there 
is  a  single  family  iu  the  first  degree  of 
bastard  consanguinity  or  lineal  descend- 
ants of  the  genuine  Rajepoot  tribe  of 
Bhatoor^ which  pride  themselves  in  con- 
tinuing unmixed,  and  preserving  their 
original  di<ttinction  and  purity  for  many 
ages  of  residence  in  the  province  of  Bi- 
glaua,  amidst  the  more  contaminated 
Cheteree  race  of  Mahraitas.  It  seems, 
fcowever,  pr  bable,  that  the  antiquity  of 
this  family  called  Beherijee,  cannot  bo 
traced  with  certainty,  further  back  than 
Kirrin,  the  fugitive  prince  of  Nerwallah 
in  Guzerat  in  the  7th  century.  Of  the 
cast  Bice,  there  are  few  inhabitants  in 
Merhat,  and  none  of  note. 

The  4  th  or  Sooder^  arc  of  course> 


most  nnmerons ;  and  they  are  more* 
over  wariike }  yet,  I  have  not  beea 
able  to  learn  any  thing  satisfactory  : 
but  of  the  Bergy,  Cotteacur,  aind 
Conbre  tribes,  sub-divided  into  about 
forty  others,  denominated  from  the 
varieties  in  the  difierent  occupations 
of  shepherd,  weaver,  and  husband* 
man,  among  the  second  of  which,  tho 
family  of  Holkar,  is  the  most  distin- 
guished. 

When  the  ^reat  emperor  of  Delhi, 
Alia  u  Deen,  filhilju  first  entered  the 
Deccan,  about  500  years  ago,  the 
wealth  of  a  long  line  of  princes,  which 
ruled  the  country  of  Merhat,  in  their 
capital  of  Deogbeer,  or  Dowlutabadi 
id  part  became  an  easy  prey  to  th^c 
conqueror.  The  eoein^  were  ignorant 
of  the  improved  art  of  war,  they  had 
no  places  of  defence,  and  wene  peace- 
ably inclined  5  they,  therefore,  readily 
submitted  to  the  payment  of  a  small 
annual  tribute,  for  the  space  of  Bfiy 
years,  dependant  on  the  crown  of 
Delhi,  under  the  Braminiah  kings, 
who  having  dismembered  from  the 
Patau  empire,  resided  within,  and  go- 
verned that  part  of  the  Deccan,  north 
of  the  Kistiia.  Near  two  centuries, 
the  reins  of  government,  being  short- 
ened, were  kept  more  powerfully 
tight  in  proportion  to  the  wisdom,  or 
vigour  of  those  who  held  them.  But 
it  was  not  until  the  beginning  of  the 
10th  century,  when  five  independent 
principalities,  were  raised  on  the  ruins 
of  the  Braminiah  kingdom,  that  the 
Mabrattas  were  completely  subdued, 
and  brought  under  the  multiplied  yoke 
of  Mussulman  authority.  Such  are 
the  happy  coubequences,  when  princes 
lead  their  own  armies  into  the  field ; 
are  at  hand  to  check  the  corruption,  or 
support  the  weakness  of  their  geoerab  % 
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and  exert  within  a  narrow  coropass 
the  united  force  of  states,  depending 
rather  on  personal  abilitj,  than  on  solid 
priuciples  of  government.  The  Dynas- 
ties of  Adil  and  Nizam  Shahy»  divided 
the  whole  of  Kokun  between  them  : 
Merhat  proper,  chiefly  between  the 
Kistna  and  Bhuma*,  exclusively  be- 
longed to  the  former,  as  prince  of  Bee- 
japoor ;  and  the  modern  province  of 
Dowlatabad,  constituted  the  greater 
part  of  the  principality  of  Ahmed- 
nuggur,  subject  to  the  latter.  A  th'ird 
portion  of  Merhat  fell  to  -the  lot  of 
Cossim  Burreed,  who  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  a  new  government  in  Bider, 
even  before  the  total  extinction  of  the 
old  in  the  family  of  Braminiah.  That 
polite  prince,  after  having  slain  in  bat- 
tle, Sabajeej  the  only  Mahratta  chief 
of  note  remaining,  chiefly  accomplish- 
ed his  ambitious  projects,  by  uniting 
in  interests  and  marriage,  the  sole  hei* 
4VSS  of  the  deceased  Indian  with  his 
own  son  Ameer. 

Thus  fell  the  ancient  fabric  of  an 
idolatrous  society ;  its  cement  was  dis- 
solved by  the  irresistible  talisman  of 
Mohammed,  but  the  stubborn  mate- 
rials retained  their  form,  and  like  unto 
the  dissevered  particles  of  the  same 
substance,  had  always  a  propensity  to 
re-unite  j  or  as  we  are  told  of  the  ser- 
pent, when  cut  asunder,  that  the  dis- 
membered parts  have  a  separate  exis- 
tence,   and  seek  again  incorporation, 
8o  it  may  be  said  of  the  Mahrattas : 
after  impotently  grovelling  in  the  dust, 
near  a  century  and  a  half  without  a 
head,  they  at  length  found,  and  recog- 
nized ope  as  their  own,  in  the  person 
of  Sahoojee  Bhoslah  :  this  man  third 
in  descent  from  the  Rana  of  Chitori 
by  a  concubine,   naturalized  himself 
among  the  Mahrattas  by  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  the  tribe  of  Jadoo,  ano- 
ther Rajepoot  Sunker,  then  high  in 
power,    though    under  subjection   to 
Nizam  Shah.When  Shah  Jehan,  in  the 
middle  of  the  1 1th  century,  finally  redu- 
ced the  principality  of  Ahmednuggur 
Sahoojie  with  his  family,  took  refuge 
in  Beejapoor,  and  obtained  from  Adil 
Shah  the  zemindary  of   Poonah  and 
Wainedess,  in  the  northern  fort  of  the 
Kistnah ;  but  being  deemed  an  enter* 


prising  experienced  general,  was  soca 
afterwards  appointed  to  the   goveni- 
ment    of   the    newly-acquired  domi- 
nions in  the  C^rnatic.     These  be  en- 
larged by  the  conquest  of  Tanjore, 
where  settled  his  second  son  Eekcfee, 
and  eventually  transmitted  it  as  an  in- 
heritance to  his  posterity.     The  eldest 
son  Servnjee,  left  in  the  aaanageiDeot 
of  the  original  zemindary,  very  early 
became  entitled  to   the    suroaoie  oif 
IbLees,  by  discovering  the  most  traitor- 
ous principles  of  rebellion,  against  hii 
sovereign,  and  otherwise  violating  tbe 
Jaws  of  God,  and  our  prophet.    The 
imbecility  of  a  minor  prince  and  de- 
clining empire,  gave  a  deep  and  vigor- 
ous root  to  usurpation,    and  tbe  con- 
test which  followed  between  tbe  booses 
of  Timur  and  Adil  Shah,   ending  in 
the  destruction  of  the  latter,  brongbt 
the  noxious  weed  to  full    roatarity. 
While  yet  in  its  growth,  tbe  powerful 
opposition  of  Alumguire,  through  tbe 
medium  of  Joye  Singh,  an  Indian  prince, 
for  a  short  time  stopt  its  progress  ;  as 
we  see  frequently  one  poison  operate  as 
an  antidote  to  another ;  but  the  cor- 
ruption or  inability  of  Khan  Jehan, 
and  other  Mussulman  Omrahs,  whidi 
were  employed  in  the  second  Jekad 
against  Sewa,  lost  the  advantages  de- 
rived from  their  predecessor's  dexte- 
rity.    War  is  tbe  harvest  of  generals, 
andtheDekhan  presented  a  rich  and  am- 
ple iield  for  cultivation  -,  it  was  thought 
worthy  the  personal  attention    of  ibe 
Mogul  himself.     Tbe  Mahratta  con- 
test, however,  became  only  a  matter 
of  secondary  consideration  ;  the  exten- 
sive kingdoms  of  Beejepoor  and  Hy- 
derabad, were  fitter  objects  for  the  em- 
peror's ambition.     After  the  reduction 
of  these,  Sumbhajee,  the  son  and  suc- 
cessor of  Sewa,  felt  the  weight  of  tbe 
conqueror's  arms :    he  was  surprised 
and  slain  ;  his  family  taken  prison«>rs ; 
and  his  skin,  stuffed  with  straw,  wai 
sent  round  the  country  in  terrorero,to 
all  rebellious  subjects.      Ham  Rajah, 
the  brother  of  the  deceased,  till  then 
imprisoned,  was  at  the  same  tiaie  let 
loose  by  his  countrymen,  to  conduct  a 
predatory  warj  but' Tara-babi,  who, 
with  an  infant  son,  soon  afterwards 
succeeded  her  hosbaod,  proved  mucb 
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■lore  a  formidable  enemy  to  the  Mus- 
solman  power  :  insomacb^  that  even 
the  great  AJuragoire  on  one  occasion/ 
for  the  sake  of  peace^  resolved  upon^ 
though  he  did  not  in  the  end  agree  to, 
the  annoal  pajment  of  a  Sirdnsmoohy 
of  9  per  cent,  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Deccan.  During,  however,  the 
life  of  that  monarch,  the  Mahratta 
power  appeared  contemptible  ;  but  in 
Sahoo,  the  captive  son  of  Sumbha, 
contrary  to  sage  advice,  he  cherished  a 
^rpent  in  his  bosom,  which  afterwards 
was  to  be  the  destruction  of  his  empire. 
As  we  see  a^ree  grow  with  additional 
vigour,  when  pruned  of  its  branches, 
so  it  proved  with  the  Mogul,  in'  lop- 
ping off  successive  shoots,  yet  preserv- 
ing the  principal  xtock  of  Mahratta 
progeny.  The  civil  wars  and  anarchy 
which  followed  the  death  of  Alum- 
guire,  at  once  gave  freedom  and  domi- 
nion to  the  captive  Sahoo  :  nor  did  the 
tide  of  Indian  conquest  begin  to  ebb, 
until  in  the  revolution  of  sublunary 
events,  was  introduced  an  eccliesiastic 
government. 

This  tinion  of  spiritual  and  temporal 
authority,  forms  a  two-headed  mon- 
ster in  society,  which  might  frighten 
an  ignorant  world  into  soEAnission ; 
but  it  is  necessarily  of  short  duration, 
even  if  by  the  lights  of  science  and 
cultivated  reason,  the  period  of  its  ex- 
istence be  not  accelerated :  for  that 
regimen  which  is  proper  for  the  support 
atid  nourishment  of  the  one  part,  em*" 
poisons  and  enfeebles  the  other.  Such 
was  the  mighty  Khalifat  of  Arab*stan 
and  Ajim.  --Under  the  divine  authority  . 
of  Mahomet,  and  his  holy  contempo- 
raries, the  unnatural  being  might 
thrive,  but  it  should  be  classed  among 
the  miracles  to  prove  the  mission  of 
our  prophet,  when  mere  mortal  men 
undertook  a  more  than  human  task, 
they  only  showed  the  presumptive 
weakness  of  their  reason.  How  much 
JQSter  is  the  application  with  respect  to 
the  barbarous  hierarchy  instituted  in 
Merhat,  on  the  death  of  Sahoo  Rnjah. 
That  prince  and  his  ancestors,  acknow- 
ledged chiefs  of  the  state,  delegated 
the  administration  of  their  patriarchal 
feudal  government,  to  eight  subordinate 
•fficet?  I  their  employments  and  names 


were  chiefly  borrowed  from  the  Maho- 
medans ;  but  contrary  to  the  true 
spirit  of  eastern  legislation^  these  be- 
came hereditary  in  particular  families  : 
so  did  in  like  manner  the  estiites  and 
Jagheers,  unto  which  the  whole  con- 
quered countries  were  divided  aiiJ  par- 
celled out  among  the  civil,  military, 
or  religious  dependants  of  the  Rajahs. 
The  Paishwa  Ballagee,  a  Kokuny 
Bramin  of  the  Chitpoor  race,  was  next 
to  the  Pertee-neddee  in  rank,  but  as 
Dew^n  or  prime  minister,  was  the  first 
in  power.  He  was  assisted  by  the 
Pherd-naveese,  who  superintended  the 
Dufter,  and  was  of  the  same  tribe. 
On  the  decease  of  Sahoo,  without 
issue,  this  officer  seized  the  reins  of 
administration,  under  the  nominal  au- 
thority of  the  famous  Tarabahi,  or  her 
weak  son,  the  2d  Ram  Rajah,  virtually 
transferring  the  whole  power  to  his 
own  family,  and  other  Bramins  of 
Kokun.  These  infidel  priests,  had 
long  since  converted  into  a  bowstring, 
the  peaceable  cord  of  their  function, 
and  though  courage  was  not  dealt 
to  them  by  nature,  they  tran«?gress  a 
special  rule  of  their  order,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  military  art,  unless  under 
circumstances  of  necessity.  The  evils 
which  their  wise  '  legislator  foresaw, 
would  be  the  result  of  such  a  deviation 
from  the  doctrines  of  the  Bides,  they 
soon  experienced,  after  their  exaltation 
to  empire. 

^  The  lust  of  worldly  power  became 
the  predominant  passion  ;  to  gratify 
which,  the  spiritual  character  must 
either  entirely  be  laid  aside,  or  vilified. 
But  the  genius  of  the  clerical  profes- 
sion, in  every  religion  except  the  true 
one,  is  to  enslave  tne  mind,  as  well  as 
to  coniroul  the  persons  and  property  of 
tnankind ;  a  great  portion  thereof,  of 
the  temporal  power  was  soon  found 
necessary  to  bis  delegated  to  its  proper 
ministers  the  laity,  who  of  course  en- 
deavour to  shake  off  the  unnatural 
yoke  of  civil  Braminical  authority. 

The  Sainapulty  or  chief  command 
of  the  army,  and  second  most  powerful 
office  under  the  Mahratta  government, 
had  been  lately  transferred  from  the 
Rajpoot  Bunker  of  Jadoo,  to  that  of 
Bho^lah  in  the  person  of  Ragojee^  a 
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branch  of  the  reigoiiig  famtly ;  toge- 
ther with  the  Mukasdarry  or  Collector- 
ship  of  fierar.  This  man  waa  the  first 
vifho  assumed  iodepeodeoce :  from 
being  tax-gatherer,  be,  or  bis  soos, 
became  proprietors  of  half  the  pro- 
vince, and  levied  on  the  other,  onder 
Mussulman  authority,  a  grievous  a^ 
signmeot  of  50  per  cent,  under  the  de« 
nominatiou  of  Sirdteshmookby,  Chout, 
Soutra,  Bapty,and  Forage,  all  included 
in  the  geueral  name  of  Mockassa. 
Moodajee  the  rejgning  prince,  in  the 
name  of  his  son,  enjoys  in  conse- 
quence, a  revenue  of  one  crore  of 
rupees,  with  which  he  maintains  a 
body  dr22,000  cavalry,  including  2000 
Pagah ;  and  verifies  the  observation 
tliat  riches  depend  less  on  the  amount 
of  income,  than  on  a  proportional  ex- 
penditure, by  laying  by  an  annual 
surplus  of  near  50  lacks,  more,  per- 
haps, from  Hindoo  parsimony  thao 
any  design  of  adopting  the  spirited  po« 
licy  of  Bethoo  Pundit,  by  raising  again 
to  the  empire  the  family  of  fiboskh, 
now  represented  in  SaUarah  by  the 
third  Sahoo,  a  youth  of  Iweoty. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  thedit- 
nemberment  of  Berar,  an  extebsive 
empire,  yielding  annually  three  crore 
of  rupees,  and  near  five  of  old,  was 
still  J^eld  in  subjection  to  the  Paishwa. 
It  was  reserved  for  more  modern  times, 
and  the  irresistible  sword  of  fate  at 
present  weilded  by  the  Fertnguees,*  to 
cut  asunder  the  tender  thread  by  which 
the  Zoonardars  of  Kokun  have,  in  a 
abort  period  of  general  confusion,  held 
together,  as  by  a  charm,  a  heteroge- 
neous confederacy.  Ragho  that  bane 
of  Mussulman  pride,  but  close  imita- 
tor of  the  iniquitous  policy  which  at- 
tends it,  had  tasted  out  of  his  turn  the 
aweejts  of  power,  under  a  minor 
prince  $  unwilling  to  part  with  (he  sen- 
sual cup,  he  made  use  of  it  to  end  the 
j-ightful  desires,  with  the  days  of  his 
*  nephew  Nanayen.  Such  a  violation  of 
the  rigid  laws  of  Braianh  was  not  to^be 
tolerated,     under  ilic  mosi  depraved 

Sstem  of  government  :  Oioreover, 
.  o  regent  aggressor  had  a  powerful 
&ctioa  d{;ainst  hiai>  aud  a  few  friends 


within  the  circle  of  his  admioitlritiaBa 
while  by  constant  and  nccessful  oppo- 
sition to  the  Nizamut,  together  wkh 
supercilious  treatment  at  the  momorable 
interview  of  Bedr,  he  rendered  hhrnetf 
personally  obnoxious  toao  inirigoiog 
neighbour,  the  moi^  dangerous  that  hs 
power  was  contemptible  enough  to  bo 
overlooked.  Accordingly,  Eagho  was 
soon  compelled  to  seek  refuge  with  the 
Feringuee^  :  and  to  the  wars  whicb 
have  been  since  waged  by  these  foreign 
intruders,  may  be  ascribed  ibe  aDtict- 
pated  decline,  if  not  the  total  anoihi- 
lation,  of  the  Kokooy  Bramia  em- 
pire. 

It  has  beeo  already  set  lorth,  that 
after  the  dismembenaaeDt  of  Borar,  a 
revenue  or  country,  estimated  at  tbrsa 
croresof  rupees,  sdll  remained  to  the 
Paishwa.  At  the  oommeooenaeot  of 
the  present  troubles,  the  Choat  of 
the  Camatic,  and  some  districts  oa  the 
Toombhudra,  ta  all  amoanting  to  1} 
lacks,  were  formerly  ceded  to  Hyder, 
to  secure  his  friendship  during  the  imr 
pending  contest.  In  like  maniier, 
Dowlutabad,  with  dependencies,  rated 
at  20  lacks,  and  actually  yieldhig  half 
that  sum,  were  traosferred  to  the 
Nizam.  Broderah,  and  other  Porguo? 
nabs  ia  Guzerat,  had  long  been  held 
an  hereditary  fief  by  the  fimily  of 
Guicawar,  for  which  the^  were  bound 
to  perform  military  services  with  1 0,OQO 
horse,  and  were  more  especiaUy  coe- 
sidered  the  immediate  guardians  of 
Ahroedabad :  but  by  the  defectioo  of 
Futty  Singh,  and  territorial  losses  ia 
Guzerat  and  Kokun,  a  further  diminu- 
tion of  55  lacks,  may  be  placed  to  the 
account  of  the  war  with  thie  Ferio- 
guees^  on  the  side  of  Bombay  :  while 
the  late  treaty  oonduded  with  Sdndea, 
and  consequent  dismemberment  of  his 
hereditary  fiefs  in  Mai  wa  and  Khandish, 
rated  at  25,000  horse,  supported  by  a 
revenue  of  dOladss,  threatens  instant 
destruction  to  the  state  of  Fbona  ;— 
now  chiefiy  upheld  by  the  militaiy 
force  and  abilities  of  the  Catteacor 
Holkar,  who,  as  a  counterpoise  to 
Scindia,  received  long  since  on  the 
same  terms,  an  equal  portton  a£  two 
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Soobahs,  with  the  governmeut  of  In- 
door. This  nan  is  heartily  tired  of  ad 
unprofitable  bartbensome  war,  and 
dreads  the  enterprises  of  his  mora  noble 
lateral  neighbours  of  Nagpore  and 
Ugein  ',  who  by  their  late  transactions, 
and  in  receiving  Vakeels^  seem  to  be 
entirely  their  own  friends  under  foreign 
influence'.  Besides  Tuckojee,  Gunda- 
dur  and  fiallajee>  both  cunning  Bra-' 
mins,  held  foreign  districts  of  10  lacks 
in  Bondelab,  for  the  maintenance  of 
^000  horse  dependant  on  the  Paishwa: 
but«tbis  force  has  been  rendered  of  no 
avail,  by  distance  and  disaffection.  In- 
deed, if  we  except  Jeswunt  Row  Peur 
lia,  a  Mahratta  Bramin^  who  com- 
mands the  artillery  with  a  Jagbeer  of  3 
lacks,  the  remaining  power  of  the 
Pundit  Purdhan,  rests  entirely  on  the 
single  wise  distinterested  counsels  of 
Nana  Phurnavese,  the  military  abilities 
of  Phurkia,  a  man  of  no  note,  tliough 
of  great  experience  ',  tlie  feudal  force  of 
Bulwunt  Row,  of  Pursaram  Bhow,  of 
Rasteah,  and  others  Bramins  of  the 
Cbitpour  race,  with  a  revenue  of  40 
lacks,  and  20,000  horse ;  or  is  concen- 
tred in  the  forts  and'  domains  annexed 
to  the  Paisbwasbip,  estimated  at  50, 
lacks  more,  to  support  the  expence  of 
garrisons,  and  the  princely  dignity  with 
12,000  horse  including  3000  Pagah. 

With  such  slender  uncertain  resour- 
cet  to  continue  the  war,  appears  im- 
.possible.  It  is  true,  the  Nizam  has 
lately  paid  up  the  arrears  of  his  Muc- 
kassa,  about  10  lacks ;  but  he  is  not 
without  hopes  of  future  remission,  as 
well  as  being  put  in  possession  of  the 
fovtB  of  Ahmednuggur  and  Assur,  in 


the  event  of  a  partially  effectual  medi- 
ation, which  would  greatly  more  ijiaa 
counterbalance  bis  present  pecuniary 
aid  :  He  would  further  most  cheerfully 
excoriate  the  Mahratta  state,  of  making 
a  provision  for  the  unfortunate  Ragbo, 
by  giving  him  Jagheer,  even  beyond 
the  period  of  his  natural  life  in  a  tran« 
sient  world,  unless  the  success  and  en- 
terprise of  Am  rut  Row,  the  adopted 
son  of  the  exiled  prince,  assisted  by 
Groo  Giar  Khan,  who  has  lately  ap- 
peared in  arms  in  Khandeish,  on  thci 
frontiers  of  Aurungabad,  with  10,000 
horse,,  should  make  it  unnecessary  to 
seek  an  inheritance  through  any  foreign 
aid.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  the 
crest-fallen  Ragho,  wishes  rather  to 
content  himself  with  the  hermitage  of 
Tirmook,  at  th^  sacred  source  of  the 
Godavery,  to  purify  his  sins,  and  wait 
patiently  his  own  predestined  fate,  or 
that  of  his  infant  ofi^pring  Sewdi  B^ee 
Row,  who,  in  the  event  of  the  present 
Paishwa*s  death,  without  issue,  would 
probably  be  named  for  the  succession. 
Tbe  prospect,  as  it  must  embitter  Na- 
nah*s  grief,  in  tho  recent  loss  of  his 
only  child,  the  intended  wife  of  Mahdo 
Row,  so  it  may  give  reality  to  artfa), 
but  hitherto  chimerical,  speculations  of 
the  ministry  of  Hyderabad,  in  favour  of 
Kishen  Row  BuUpar  (late  Vakeel  from' 
Poonah,  and  Jagbeeitlar  of  the  Nizam.) 
Instead,  however,  of  guiding  the  war, 
aiui  being  actors  in  the  scene,  it  is 
worth  considering  how  £ir  the  situaticn 
of  their  own  affairs,  internally  or  ex- 
ternally, is  likely  to  permit  them  to 
enjoy  in  peace,  the  pleasure  of  being 
simple  spectators. 


Cotkge  of  Fori  William,  Sepiemher  I5th,  1810. 
[The  Editor  has  hitherto  inserted  the  jInmuU  Address  of  tiie  right  honourable  th^ 
Visitor  of  tlie  college  at  Calcutta  ip  anotlier  division  of  the  Register,  allotted  to  the  Jocal 
Occorrences  at  Bengal ;  but  has  departed  fiooi  his  plan,  in  the  present  volume,  under 
an  impression  that  jthe  former  practice  interrupted  and  delayed  the  progressive  detail  of 
events,  and  did  not  afford  a  place  sufficiently  conspieuons,  and  marked,  for  the  valuable 
communications  from  the  Chair  of  the  College ;  which  no  one  can  regard  as  of  little 
moment  to  the  interests  of  India,  or  of  England,  and  none  can  more  admire  than  ther 
humble  compiler  of  this  Miscellaneous  work.] 

PUBLIC  DISPUTATION.  vemor-general  and  visitor  of  the  col- 

Thb  right  honourable  lord  Minto^  go*    lege  of  Fort  Williamj  having  appointed 
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Saturday  the  25ih  September,  for  a 
public  disputation  in  the  Asiatic  lan- 
guages, to  be  held  in  conformity  with 
the  statutes  of  the  college,  the  president 
and  members  of  the  college  cooncil, 
tbe  orticers,  professors  and  students  of 
the  college,  met  at  teu  o'clock,  at  the 
government>house,  where  the  nsem- 
MTi  of  the  supreme  council,  one  of  the 
jixlges  of  the  Kupreme  court,  and  many 
of  the  civil  and  military^fficers  at  the 
presidency,  with  others  of  the  princi- 
pul  European  inhabitants  of  Calcutta, 
and  a  tew  respectable  natives,  wert 
also  assembled. 

As  soon  as  (he  eight  honourable  the 
tbitor  bad  taken  his  seat,  the  public 
exercises  commenced. 

When  the  disputations  were  conclude 
od,  the  president  of  the  college  coun- 
cil, presented  to  the  right  honourable 
the  visitor,  the  several  students  of  the 
college, who  were  entitled  under  statute 
VIIL  to  receive  degrees  of  honour ;  as 
well  as,  successively,  the  whole  of  the 
students,  who,  at  the  examinations 
held  in  January  and  June  last,  had  been 
found  qualified  to  enter  upon  the  pub- 
lic service  ;  and  had  consequently  ob- 
tained permission  firom  the  visitor  to 
quit  the  college,  under  the  rule  con- 
fined in  section  II.  regulation  III. 
I8O7.  The  president  read  the  certifi- 
cate granted  by  the  council  of  the  col- 
lege to  each  student,  in  pursuance  of 
the  above  statute,  specifying  the  profi- 
ciency which  he  made  in  the  prescribed 
•tadies  of  the  coUege,  and  also  the  ge- 
neral tenor  of  his  conduct.  With  the 
anaount,  if  any,  ofthe  debt  contracted 
by  him  during  the  period  of  bis  attach- 
ment to  the  college.  When  the  certi- 
ficates had  t>een  read,  the  visitor  pre- 
sented to  each  student,  entitled  to  re- 
ceive a  degree  of  honour,  the  usual  di- 
ploma inscribed  on  vellum,  and  at  the 
same  time  expressed  the  satisfaction 
which  he  felt  in  conferring  it. 

The  students  on  whom  the  right 
honourable  the  visitor  was^  pleased  to 
confer  a  decree  of  honour  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  the  languages  for  their  high 
proficiency  in  which  the  degrees  of 
honour  were  respectively  conferred, 
are  as  follow  : — 

1.  Holt  Madcenxie,  Persian,  Hin- 
iloostsQee  and  Bengalee. 


2.  Henry  Mortlock,  Persian  and 
Hindoostanee. 

3.  Fry  Magniac,  Persian,  Arabic, 
and  Hindoostanee. 

4.  Hans  Sotheby,  Persian. 

5.  Robert  Merttins  Bird,  Persiao, 
Hindoostanee,  and  Bengalee. 

6.  Henry  Thoby  Prinsep,  Persian, 
Hindoostanee,  and  Bengalee. 

7.  Georga  Porcher,  Bengalee. 

8  William  Hallows  Belli,  Benga- 
lee. 

The  honorary  prtxes  and  medals,  ad- 
judged at  the  annual  and  quarterly  ex- 
aminations, were  also  distributed  b^ 
the  visitor  to  the  following  students. 

I.  Holt  Mc'Kenzie,  a  medals  ad- 
judged in  the  3d  term  of  I8O9,  ^ 
proficiency  in  Persian,  and  one  in  the 
4  th  term  of  I8O9,  for  proficiency  in 
Persian,  and  one  in  the  4th  term  of 
J8O9,  for  proficiency  in  Bengalee. 

3.  Henry  Mortlock,  a  medal,  ad- 
judged in  the  Ist  term  of  IBO9,  for 
proficiency  in  Persian. 

3.  Fry  Magniac,  a  medal,  adjudged 
in  the  first  term  of  I8O9,  for  pro&i- 
ency  in  Arabic. 

4.  Hans  Sotheby,  a  medal,  adjudged 
in  the  3d  term  of  1 8O9,  for  proficiency 
in  Persian. 

5.  Robert  Merttinsfird,  as  per  an- 
nexed report,  and  three  medals,  ad- 
judged in  the  3d  terdi  of  I8O9,  for 
proficiency  in  Persian,  Hindoostanee, 
and  Bengalee. 

6.  Henry  Thoby  Prinsep,  as  per 
annexed  report,  and  two  medals,  ad- 
judged in  the  4th  term  of  1809,  for 
proficiency  in  Persian  and  Hindoosta- 
nee. 

7.  George  Porcher,  as  per  annexed 
report,  and  a  medal,  adjudged  in  the 
4th  term  of  I8O9,  ^^^  proficiency  in 
Bengalee. 

8.  William  Hallows  Belli,  as  per 
annexed  report,  and  a  medal,  adjudged 
in  the  3d  term  of  I8O9,  ^^^  proficiency 
in  Bengalee. 

9.  Charles  Arthur  Molony,  as  per 
annexed  report. 

JO.  Wiiiiam  Mcintosh,  a  medal, 
adjudged  in  the  3d  term  of  I8O9,  for 
proficiency  in  Bengalee. 

U.  Gerard  Wellesley,  a  medal,  ad- 
judged in  the  3d  term  of  I8O9,  for 
pronciency  In  Persian. 
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12.  George  Thornton  Bayley,  as 
per  annexed  report. 

13.  William  Fane,  a  medal,  adjudge 
ed  in  the  4th  term  of  1  SOp^  for  profici- 
ency in  Bengalee. 

14.  Charles  George  Blagrave,  as 
per  annexed  report. 

15.  James  William  Grant,  as  per 
annexed  report. 

16.  Martin  Thomas  Whish,  as  per 
annexed  report. 

After  jhe  prizes  and  honorary  re- 
wards had  been  distributed,  the  right 
honourable  the  visitor  delivered  the 
following  discourse : 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  College  of  Fbri 
William. 

Since  we  last  met  in  this  place,  it 
has  b^en  determined  to  hold  the  an- 
nual examination  in  the  month  of  June, 
instead  of* January,*  an  arrangement 
which,  by  the  opening  of  the  river  at 
that  season,  will  enable  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  gentlemen  who  quit 
college,  to  repair,  without  delay,  to 
their  respective  stations. 

The  consequence  has  necessarily 
been  to  extend  in  the  present  instance, 
the  interval  between  the  two  examina- 
tions to  eighteen  months.  It  is  obvi- 
ous that  if  the  students  who  had  quali- 
fied themselves  for  the  service  at  the 
usual  time>  had,  on  account  of  this 
change,  been  detained  six  months 
longer  at  college,  the  new  regulation, 
,  however  bepehcinl  to  (he  institution 
and  the  service  at  large,  would  have 
operated  to  the  individual  prejudice  of 
those  gentlenien. 

This  circumstance  did  not  escape  the 
observation  of  the  ccUege  council,  and 
with  their  wonted  regard  to  propriety 
and  justice,  ii  was  resolved  to  release 
those  who  should  have  ntrained  the 
prescribed  degrees  of  proficiency  at  the 
fourth  quarterly  examination  of  the 
year  I8O9. 

The  recent  examination,  thfrcfore, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  quali(icn;ipn  of 
thesludents  toquit  college,has  reference 
only  to  the  subsequent  and  broken  pe- 
riod ofsix  months.  But  as  the  exnmi- 
nation  which  took  place  in  Jaounry 
was  not  followed  by  public  exercises, 
nor  by  any  part  of  the  solemnities 
l^ually  observed  at  thi^  anniversary,  a 


distinguished  portion  of  merit  would 
be  deprived  of  its  just  recompence,  tlie 
year  would  be  defrauded  of  its  brightest 
ornaments,  and  a  considerable  hiatus 
would  be  left  in  the  academical  history 
of  the  college  of  Fort  William,  if  the 
whole  period  which  has  elasped  since  I 
had  last  the  honour  of  addressing  you, 
were  not  comprised  within  the  scope  oi 
this  day*s  commemoration. 

It  will  be  proper,  therefore,  to  con- 
sider the  year  I8O9,  and  the  six  fol- 
io wiiig  months,  as  forming  one  consoli- 
dated period ;  and  1  shall  enjoy  the 
double  gratification  of  dispensing  such 
a  full  measure  of  public  honours,  and 
of  enriching  my  discourse  with  such 
accumulated  praise  as  may  be  justly 
rendered  to  a  somewhat  protracted  sea- 
son of  study  and  exertion. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  alteration 
will  on  the  present  occasion  create  a 
difficulty  iti  giving  to  <jome  of  the  to- 
pics, which  it  has  been  of  late  custo- 
mary to  treat  in  the  visitor's  dis- 
course, as  full  a  discussion  as  they  may 
justly  be  thought  to  deserve.  '  The 
greater  length  of  the  period  I  am 
about  to  review,  opposes,  indeed,  no 
obstacle  to  the  appreciation  of  its  own 
simple  and  positive  merits  or  defects, 
and  it  is  as  easy  to  discern  and  reward 
the  excellence,  or  to  observe  and  re- 
prehend the  faults  of  eighteen  months 
as  of  twelve.  The  inequality  in  du- 
ration of  the  present  and  preceding 
periods,  renders  it,  however,  less  easy 
to  form  a  relative  estimate  of  that 
which  is  under  investigation,  or  in  other 
words,  to  determine  the  comparative 
exertions  and  acquirements  of  the 
two.  The  parallel  which,  und-*r  se- 
veral heads,  has  been  drawn  on  foqner 
occasions  between  one  year  and  ano- 
ther, will  not  furnish  correct  results, 
between  two  unequal  periods  of  study  ; 
and  if  it  were  attempted  to  rectify  the 
errors  of  such  a  computattoo  by  al- 
lowances for  time,  the  mathematical 
laws  of  proportion  might,  perhaps,  not 
be  found  entirely  applicable  to  this 
problem  of  moral  arithmetic. 

We  might  suspect,  for  example,  in 
the  present  instance,  that  the  early 
return  of  an  opportunity  to  qnit  col- 
lege^ which  the  new  arraogemeot  pre« 
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•entcd  to  those  who  were  to  be  exa- 
mined in  January,  1810,  may  have 
reconcile  a  lukewarm  student  to 
some  delay  in  his  preparation  for  sd 
examination  whicb  was  to  be  quicMjr 
succeeded  by  another,  and  may  have 
induced  him  to  begin  a  little  later,  the 

}>aiorul  effort  of  forcing  an  irksorae 
abour  upon  an  indolent  habit  of  onind. 
It  seems  indeed  reasonable  to  imagine, 
that  in  some  instanct^s,  the  penalty  of 
six  months  further  restraint  may  have 
failed,  although  the  apprehension  of  a 
whole  year's  disappointment  in  the 
hope  of  emancipation  might  have  tri- 
umphed over  a  distaste  for  study. 

These  and  simihir  considerations,  on 
which,  however,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
enlarge,  would  render  the  usual  com- 
parative review  extremely  complicated, 
and  at  the  same  time  neither  cooclu^ive 
Dor  satisfactory. 

I  might,  therefore,  be  induced  to  for- 
bear altogether  from  a  circumstantial 
comparison,  agreeable  to  former  mo- 
dels, of  the  present  period  with  the 
atodies  of  1 8^8,  if  I  were  not  so  much 
persuaded  Of  the  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived from  that  mode  of  revision,  as, 
ndwithstauding  the  difficulties  which 
prevent  me  from  pursuing  that  course 
too  minutely,  to  be  desirous  of  offering 
■ome  general  'remarks  of  that  de- 
scription. 

Upon  such  a  view  of  the  present  and 
immediately  preceding  periods,  as  the 
circunFistances  already  adverted  to  ad- 
init  of,  I  hav^  the  satisfaction  to  re- 
port, that  in  the  principal  particulars 
on  which  the  comparison  has  in  former 
Instances  been  made  to  tarn,  no  ground 
nas  lx;en  lo&t.  The  reputation  of  the 
college  has  been  well  sustained  in  all, 
while  we  ipay  indulge  the  gratifying 
hope  of  an  honourable  progress,  by 
fair  indications  pf  improvement  in 
some  points  of  the  paralleh 

The  fmmber  of  students  who  have 
been  reported  qualiftef],  by  profici- 
ency in  two  or  more  knguages  to  quit 
the  college  at  the  two  examiuations  of 
ISIO,  would  give  an  ascendency  to 
pur  present  period,  after  making  a 
full  allowance  for  ils  longer  duration, 
the  numbers  being  17  for  1808,  and 
2tt,  for  I8O9-IO.    I  ought,  however. 


under  all  the  ctrcamstaoces  wfaldi 
would  create  error,  and  disturb  these 
complex  calculations,  so  far  to  distrast 
the  partiality  which,  from  a  desire  of 
progress,  I  confess  always  iodines  1117 
mind  to  the  interests  of  the  latest  pe- 
riod, I  mean  that  which  is  th^  itome* 
diate  subject  of  observation,  as  not  to 
rely  too  confidently  on  our  title  to  the 
inconsidetaUe  pre^rence,  which  these 
numbers  might  in  strictness  afibsd. 
My  solidtode  ibr  the  credit  of  the  year 
shall  be  satisfied,  therefore,  by  the  cer« 
tainty  of  equality  with  the  past,  and 
by  the  probabie  hope  of  a  moderate 
improvement. 

Agreeable  to  this  of>senratioD,  the 
number  of  students  who  presemed 
themselves  for  examination,  hi  tfaedif^ 
feii?nt  languages,  in  January  a«d  Jane 
of  the  year  )  810,  compared  with  those 
of  the  former  period,  afibrds  no  ad* 
vantage  worthy  of  being  daioaed  am 
either  side.  .J^0Q|  ^^  numbers  are 
stated  it  mayll^poper,  however,  for 
the  sake  of  correctness  to  observe, 
that  some  disadvantage  accrues  to  the 
latter  period,  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  examination  which  was  held  last 
January,  being  considered  as  quarter- 
ly and  no\  annual,  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  only  those  who  bad 
studied  the  difierent  languages  during 
that  quarter,  were  called  up  to  be  ex- 
amined, instead  of  the  full  comple- 
ment ck  the  whole  year,  as  was  the 
case  at  the  ezaminattoo  of  January^ 
I8O9. 

I'he  numbers  at  the  respective  ex- 
aminations stand  as  foflows  : 

In  PfitsiAN. 
28  Students  were  examined  x  Jan. 

I8O9. 
37  in  Jan.  and  June.      ,     1810 

In    HlKDOOSTANSB. 

48         ....         .  180^ 

47 1810 

In  Bengaleb. 

16 18O9 

20        ....         .  1810 
In  Ababic* 

4 18O9 

6          .        .        •        •        .  I8JO 

In  Mabhatta. 
(tee  student  was  examined  in  Jan. 
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181(^  since  which  period  no  stadent 
li^presecited  himself  to  examiaatioD 
iii  that  language. 

.  The  number  of  Arabic  students  ap- 
pears from  this  statement  to  bave  pre- 
served its  proportional  level,  and  I  shall 
observe^  with  pleasure,  any  iodicaiion 
which  may  bMS  afforded  hereafter,  of 
a  growing  taste  for  the  important  and 
interesting  study  of  that  language,  as 
furnishing,  independent  of  its  own 
riches,  the  only  sure  foundation  on 
which  a  profound  and  critical  know- 
ledge of  the  Persian,  and  thence  of 
the  Hindoostanee  languages  can  be 
raised. 

With  regard  to  the  Mahratta  laa- 
guage»  its  attammept,  in  the  few  in- 
stances which  have  oocnrred  at  Fort 
William^  most  be  ascribed  either  to 
personal  taste,  or  to  some  other  induce- 
ments attaching  to  the  individual  stu-« 
dents,  and  as  yet  there  is  scare Jy  suf- 
ficient   ground    to  class    that  study 
amongst    the  proper  and  established 
pursuits  of  this  college,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  enable  us  to  draw  from  iu 
fioctuations   any  argument  of  advan- 
tage or  disadvantage  to  tlie  general 
state  of  our  academical  labours.     It 
will  be  sutficient  to  remind  the  youn- 
ger members,  who  have  yet  to  choose 
their  course  of  study,  that  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Mabratta  tongue  is   to 
be  accounted  a  desirable  preparation 
for  sonoe  of  tiie  most  important. and 
iuteretfinjrstaliooi  in  the  diplomatic 
branch  offthe  service. 

.  Jn  variety  of  studies  we  appear   to 
have  gained  some  advantage. 

In  I8O9,  two  students  were  profi- 
cient in  four  languages ;  and  four  stu- 
dents in  three. 

In  January  of  the  present  year, 
three  had  attained  proficietKy  in  four 
languages  ;  and  two  of  those  who 
then  quitted  college,  to  whom  roust 
be  added  Mr.  Bird,  who  voluntarily 
prolonged  his academicar pursuits,  were 
found  proficient  in  three  languages. 
Mr.  Bird  justified  this  efifort  of  self 
deoiai  at  (he  subsequent  examinations 
in  June,  by  an  elementary  knowledge 
of  Arabia,  which  he  bad  in  that  in- 
terval added  to  the  high  proficiency 
io  three  languages  already  acquired  : 


and  Mr.  Pinsep,  who  entered  the  col- 
lege in  July,  I8O9,  has  been  reported 
in  less  than  twelve  months,  uighly 
profif-.tent  in  three  languages. 

The  result  would  therefore  be,  that 
if  Mr.  Bird's  progress  in  Arabic  might 
entitle  me  to  include  his  name,  the 
number  of  proficients  in  our  languages 
at  the  examinations  of  the  present  year 
would  double  those  of  the  preceding  ;  • 
and  in  three  languages  we  should  now 
fall  short  of  the  examinations  iu  I8O9, 
only  as  three  to  four. 

The  credit  of  the  present  year  is 
also  well  supported  by  instances  of 
rapid  acquirement,  a  species  of  excel- 
lence always  worthy  of  admiration, 
and  therefore  entitled  to  applause,  as 
evincing  the  rare  union  of  lively  ge- 
nius and  quick  capacity,  ardent  but 
stedfast  application,  and  displaying  tlie 
richest  gifts  of  nature,  cultivated  and 
improved  by  the  active  energies  of 
virtue. 

At  the  head  of  this  distinguished 
band,  I  am  to  place  the  name  of  Mc 
Holt  Mackenzie.  The  whole  period 
of  his  study  at  Fort  \yilliam  extended 
only  from  November,  J  803,  to  De- 
cember,! SO9.  and  in  ;hese  few  months, 
he  placed  himself  first  in  Bengalee, 
second  in  Persian,  Hindoostanee,  and 
Arabic. 

JuHtifying  a  descent,  illustrious  in 
letters,  and  making  good  his  title  to 
a  rich  succession  of  hereditary  genius, 
his  rapid  course  has  overtaken  all  his 
senior  comnetitoVs,  and  kept  the  lead 
which  he  at  once  assumed  amongst 
his  distinguished  contemporaries. — He 
left  bis  name  first,  in  theroUof  our 
college  at  the  time  of  his  quitting  it; 
but  embracing  the  full  period  of  its 
duration,  from  the  establiahmcnt  of 
this  institution  to  the  present  term,  the 
same  name  will  still  be  {o\ittd  to  main- 
tain its  eminence,  and  will  scarcely 
own  a  second  sration  even  in  this  larg- 
er and  more  comprehensive  array  of 
merit. 

Mr.  Magniac*s  residence  at  college 
was  precisely  of  the  same  duration. 
He  brought  from  the  chambers  of  pro- 
fessor White*  of  Oxford,  and  from  the 
halls  of  a  western  university,  a  proof 
that  oriental  study  is  promoted  and  !io- 
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noieH  in  oar  oalive  country,  highly 
trr.'.rnble  to  ihe  eniint'iice  of  the 
rii'isr..M ,  Lod  the  capacity  and  diligence 
of  iliL*  scholar,  while  U  was  no  Jesg 
•ccc-piable  and  grateful  to  all  those 
who  profess  and  cuUivate  orientai  phi- 
losophy in  the  British  schools  of  Asia. 
To  the  stock  of  Arabic  which  Mr. 
Magniac  imported  from  England,  he 
has  added  a  considerable  accession  in 
the  same  language,  at  Fort  William. 
He  has  gained  besides,  in  the  short 
peiiod  already  stated,  the  third  place 
in  Persian  and  Hindoostanee,  having 
attained  at  the  same  time  the  second 
class  in  Bengalee. 

Mr.  Mori  lock,  who  entered  and 
quitted  college  at  tlie  same  time  with 
Mr.  Mackenzie  and  Mr.  Magniac^ 
stood  at  the  latter  pcriixi,  first  in  the 
Persian  and  Hinioostanee  Innguages. 

Mr.  Porchor,  Mr.  Molony,  and  Mr. 
Bayley,  whose  studies  commenced  in 
October,  \&0g,  and  terminated  in  their 
quitting  college  at  the  examination  of 
last  June,  have  afforded  in  this  short 
fcpace  of  eight  months,  a  highfy  ho- 
nourable proof  of  capacity  and  ap- 
plication. 

Mr.  Porcher  stands  first  in  Benga- 
lee, and  fifth  in  Persian. 

Mr.  Molony  is  third  in  Persian  and 
Hindoosianee. 

Mr.  Bayley  holds  the  fifih  place  in 
Hindoostanee^  and  the  eighth  in  Per- 
sian. 

Dismissing  the  comparative  review 
of  the  present  and  former  p^iods  with 
these  imperfect,  but,  as  far  as  they  ex- 
tend, sufficiently  correct  observations,  I 
proceed,  with  the  satisfaction  which 
always  attends  the  distribution  of  just 
and  impartial  reward  to  distinguished 
and  well-established  merit,  to  recite 
the  honours  which  have  been  awarded 
by  the  college  council,  and  which  I 
have  on  this  day  dispeused,  to  those, 
who  in  providing  for  the  reputation 
of  their  own  season,  and  for  the  splen- 
dour of  the  scene  on  which  they  have 
for  the  fir;>t  time  been  candidates  for 
fame,  and  stood  before  the  awful,  even 
where  it  is  indulgent  and  partial,  in- 
quest of  the  world,  have,  I  doubt  not, 
fixed  the  rank  they  are  destined  to  hold 


throughout  the  career  on  which  tbejr 
are  entering. 

It  is  always,  I  confess*  with  secr^ 
pleasure  that  I  allow  myself  to  assimilate 
this  apparently  contracted  stage  of  earlj 
life  to  the  wider,  but  scarpely  more  real 
theatre  of  ihe  world.  Viewing  from  this 
chair,  which  seems  to  be  placed  on  the 
confines  of  youth  and  manhood,  at  the 
extreme  boundary  of  tb«  first,  and  on 
the  threshold  of  the  sacoeeding  stage, 
viewing  all  the  btisiness,  the  emula- 
tions, the  generous  strifes,  and  con- 
tending energies,  with  the  many  de- 
grees of  success  and  failure,  corres- 
ponding to  the  variotts  powers  and  ex- 
tions  of  these  youthful  actors,  summed 
up  and  di played  at  tbb  anniirersary,  it 
is  gratifying  to  contemplate  this  juvenile 
arena,  as  but  a  lively  rehearsal,  and 
anticipated  image  of  the  future  scene. 
The  interest  of  the  day,  and  of  my 
own  office  in  this  place  is  much  en- 
hanced by  the  indulgence  of  these,  I 
think,  not  irrational  speculations,  by 
which  the  garlands  with  whidi  the 
young  combatants  are  now  crowned, 
may  be  deemed  of  perpetual  fragrance, 
and  the  champions  who  are  applauded 
to  day,  may  be  seen  in  distant  perspec- 
tive, gathering  and  accumulating  fresh 
and  growing  renown  to  the  end  c^  their 
course.' 

Why,  indeed,  should  this  fiiir  and 
flattering  prospect  fail  us  ?  The  hofies 
1  have  described  are  rather  the  conclu- 
sions of  reason,  than  the  visions  of  a 
partial  imagination.  These  young  men 
have  subdued  stronger  obstacles,  stimn« 
lated  by  weaker  inducements,  than 
will  attend  their  maturer  labours. 
The  lively  character  of  youth,  and  all 
its  appetites  for  active  and  gay  pur-  * 
suits  i  its  taste  for  bodily  exercises,  its 
Jove  of  hardy  and  skilful  sports,  and  its 
ambition  to  excell  in  them;  its  aversion 
to  sameness  and  restraint,  in  a  word, 
its  whole  fcame  and  constitution,  moral 
and  physical,  dissuade  from  recluse,, 
serious,  and  sedentary  toil,  and  in  many 
instances  place  insurmountable  barriers 
of  mental  repugnance  aiid  disgust,  be- 
tween the  young  student  and  his  task, 
repelling  him  yet  more  tnvracibly  from 
the  long,  continued  and  unbroken  la- 
bour of  dry  and  elementary   study. 
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"Why,  then  should  tbey,  who  contend- 
ing witb  nature  herself,  have  achieved 
a  harder  latwur,  with  less  inducement, 
.  that  is  to  say,  while  the  fruit  it  is  to 
bear  is  yet  in  the  distance,  and  scarcely 
discernible  to  their  remote  view ;  why 
should  they  faint  or  stumble  in  the 
smoother  way  that  follows,  when  their 
efforts  will  be  invited  by  the  riper 
tastes  of  manhood,  impelled  and  cheer- 
ed by  sensible  and  immediate  recom- 
pence? 

"  Servetur  ad  imum^  to  borrow 
the  words  of  the  Roman  poet,  when  he 
iostructed  the  theatre  to  imitate  life 
and  nature  by  the  consistency  of  dra- 
matic character, 

Servetur  ad  imum, 
QmiUs  ab  incepto  processerii  ei  siH 
cOMiei, 
With  these  sentiments,  therefore, 
and  in  this  spirit  of  flattering  prognos- 
tication, I  call  up  ooce  more  our 
young  worthies  to  their  rewards,  not 
of  dry  laurel,  as  I  trust,  plucked  for 
the  decoration  of  a  single  festival  and 
then  to  wither,  but  living  plants,  still 
cultured  by  the  hands  that  won  them, 
to  put  forth  perennial  shade  and  ver* 
dure,  and  flourbh  with  their  age. 

Degrees  of  honour  have  been  grant- 
ed to  the  following  students  for  high 
proficiency  in  the  several  languages, 
which  I  shall  specify  with  their  names, 
following  the  order  in  which  they  have 
been  classed  by  the  college  council  in 
their  two  reports  of  January  and  July 
of  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Holt  Mackenzie,  has  obtained  a 
degree  of  honour,  in  Persian,  Hindoo- 
staneeand  Bengalee. 

Mr.  Mortiock^  in  Persian  and  Hin- 
doostanee. 

Mr.  Magniac,  in  Persian,  Hindoo- 
stanee  and  Arabic. 

Mr.  Hans  Sotheby,  in  Persian. 
Mr.  Robert  MerUins  Bird,  in  Per- 
sian, Hindoostanee  and  Bengalee. 

Mr.  Prinsep,  in  Persian,  Hindoosta- 
pee  and  Bengalee. 
Mr.  Porcher,  in  Bengalee. 
Mr.  Belli,  in  Bengalee. 
Medals  of  merit  were  also  awarded 
in  January,  18J0,  to  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
Mr.  Fane,  and  Mr.  Porcher,  for  profi* 
ctency  in  the  Bengalee  language. 


And  in  July,  1810,  to  Mr.  Mokmy 
and  Mr.  Porcher,  in  Persiaa— Mr. 
Bird,  in  Arabic — Mr,  Molony  and  Mr. 
Bayley,in  Hindoostanee— Mr.  Porcher, 
Mr.  Belli,  Mr.  Bird,  and  Mr.  Prinsep, 
in  Bengalee. 

The  greater  number  of  these  names 
have  already  b€?en  mentioned  with  the 
honour  that  is  due  to  them,  as  eminent 
examples  of  a  quick  progress  in  study. 
In  justice  to  such  as  have  not  fallen 
under  that  particular  head  of  commen- 
dation, I  am  desirous  of  noticing  their 
specific  and  respective  merits,  in  this 
place. 

I  roust,  indeed,  begin  by  naming 
once  more  a  gentleman,  whose  suc- 
cessfiil  studies  elsewhere,  improved  by 
the  assiduous  exercise  of  the  same  ta- 
lents in  the  college  of  Fort  William, 
have  proved  that  he  was  made  to  ho- 
nour any  master,  and  to  illustrate  any 
school,  of  which  he  should  be  a  disci- 
.  pie.  I  speak  of  Mr.  Magniac,  and  I 
return  to  his  name,  principally  for  the 
purpose  of  recording  a  sentiment, 
which,  I  am  sure,  has  been  sliared  by 
all  those  whom  I  address.  1  have  a 
pleasure,  therefore,  in  professing,  and 
I  venture  to  do  so  in  the  name  of  this 
college,  the  cordial  and  lively  satisfac- 
tion with  which  we  have  seen  Mr. 
Magniac  restored  to  the  service,  and  to 
that  career  of  public  duty  and  personal 
distinction,  in  which  we  had  known 
him  so  well  prepared  to  run  a  useful 
and  honourable  course. 

The  sentence,  which  threatened  us 
with  the  disappointment  of  so  foir  pro- 
mise before  the  hour  of  performance 
was  allowed,  wa» pronounced  in  a  spi- 
rit of  laudable  abhorrence  of  abuse, 
which  at  once  shielded  the  honourable 
company  itself,  from  the  evils  conse- 
quent on  corruption,  and  the  numbers 
of  that  court  which  administenktheir  af- 
fairs from  the  foulest  personal  reproach. 
The  measure,  therefore,  which  in 
its  general  scope  enveloped  Mr.  Mag- 
niac, was  necessary  to  protect  at  once . 
the  purity  and  the  reputation  of  the 
company  and  its  service,  being  at  the 
same  time  strictly  warranted  by  fre- 
quent, but  ineffectual  promulgations 
of  the  penalty.  But  this  politic  seve- 
rity, involving  in  its  remedial  principle. 
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dflough  with  tome  violenee  ta  moral 
justice,  tboinooceDt,  and  even,  as  in 
tbb  cue,  <be  meritorioos  objects  of  the 
abase  to  be  corrected,  along  with  its 
Agents  nd  instroiuenu,  who  were  the 
only  guilty  parties,  nrast  haye  been, 
and  we  know  it  was  in  fact,  inflicted 
with  mach  raloctanoe  and  regrel.  The 
eqattable  and  indulgent  character  of  the 
honourable  court  even  left,  in  the  mo- 
ment of  iis  greatest  austerity,  room  for 
consoling  hope,  that  when  the  ends  of 
all  human  penalties  should  appear  to 
bare  been  obtained,  some  healing  prin- 
ciple of  exception  would  in  thejr  libe- 
rality, be  found,  to  withdraw  at  least 
signal  merit  fix>m  the  altar  whidi 
seemed  to  demand  an  indlscrimate  8a« 
orifice  of  gaik  and  innocence  to  public 
purity. 

In  this  hope  we  have  not  been  de- 
ceived. I  bad  proposed  from  this  very 
chair  to  attempt  a  mediation  between 
general  and  individual  justice,  and  to 
intercede  in  the  name  of  the  college  of 
Fort  William,  and  of  our  learned  coun- 
trymen in  Asia,  for  an  exemption, 
which  in  preserving  one  of  our  fairest 
ornaments,  .should  at  the  same^ime  re- 
lieve the  different  branches  of  the  com- 
pany's administration,  from  the  singu- 
lar contradiction  of  dealing  rewards 
and  5)enalties  on  the  same  head  at  the 
ume  time  ;  afflicting  the  desert  which 
we  applaud ;  and  mixing  brambles 
with  our  bays,  to  wound  the  very 
brows  round  which  we  are  binding  the 
wreath  of  merit. 

For  this  purpose*!  should  have  borne 
a  testimony  with  truth,  atid  have  urged 
it  with  a  decent  zeal  i**  worth,  fortified 
with  the  strong  sanation  of  a  body, 
capable  of  appreciating,  and  entitled  to 
pronounce  on  the  conduct  they  com- 
mend. 

This  intervention  has  proved  super- 
fluous. The  justice,  wisdom,  and  ten- 
derness of  the  honourable  court  have 
conspired  to  prevent  our  solicitations 
and  anticipate  our  wishes. 

Let  me  here  invite  my  younger  hear- 
ers to  remark  how  the  intrinsic  powers 
of  merit  are  exemplified  in  the  restora- 
tion of  Mr.  Magniac.  It  has  already 
been  his  ransom  from  a  great  evil,  and 
me  may  reasonably  indulge  the  beliefj 


that  it  will  hereafter  profe  no  less  effi- 
cadous  in  achieving  the  positive  bene- 
fits of  fortune  and  distinction. 

Mr.  Hans  Sotheby,  entered  the  col- 
lege in  August,  1808,  and  was  qualified 
to  quit  It,  at  the  examination  of  Jano- 
ary,  1810.  In  a  year  and  four  months, 
his  talents  and  diKgence  mastered  fbnr 
oriental  languages,  the  ArabiCj  Persian, 
Uindoostanee  and  Bengalee.  In  evh 
of  these  studies  he  plaoeid  hionelf  on  a 
high  form;  and  striking  out,  as  I 
must,  from  every  estimate  of  meritt 
those  colossal  strides  of  a  brother,  whom 
he  need  not  be  ashamed  to  srow  mko 
for  his  model,  which  wonkl  cease  to  be 
prodigies  if  often  repeated.  Mr.  Haas 
Sotheby  has  justified  the  praise  I  bate 
always  wisbiMl  to  bestow  upon  luni, 
and  it  is  the  highest  I  can  proooonoe, 
of  kindred  desert  with  ra  elder,  whose 
name  mtist  long  and  ever  stand  moat' 
eminent  in  the  rolls  of  the  college  of 
Fort  William. 

Mr.  Prinsep,  in  eleven  months,  finom 
July  I8O9  to  June  1810,  ponqoered 
three  languages,  and  placed  himself 
first  in  Persian,  second  in  Hindooalanee, 
and  fourth  in  Bengalee.  These  laboun 
could  not  be  acoomplished  in  so  short 
a  space  either  by  assiduous  dulness,  or 
by  the  parts  of  a  slack  student ;  and 
they  rank  Mr.  Prinsep  amongst  the  for- 
tunate possessors  of  talents  and  appli- 
cation, conspiring  to  mutual  efficiency, 
and  forming,  when  united,  the  best,'ir 
not  the  only  guides  to  excellence. 

I  have  reserved  the  name  of  Mr. 
Bird,  for  the  close  of  this  bead  of  ray 
discourse,  that  I  might  mark  with  the 
deeper  impression  a  praise  in  which 
few  have  shared,  but  whidi,  as  often  as 
the  occasion  recurs,  must  be  sounded 
by  me  with  a  willing  voice. 

Mr.  Bird,  between  November  J  808 
and  January  1810,  had  made  hims^ 
proficient  in  three  lai^uiages,  ^aadiqg 
third  in  Bengalee,  sixth  in  Persian  and 
Hincfoostanee.  The  examiners  and 
the  council  of  the  college  had  reported 
him  qualified,  as,  indeed,  he  was  in  a 
high  degree,  to  quit  the  coU^e,  and 
enter  on  the  public  service.  "Die  flat- 
tering prospect  thus  opened  to  him  did 
not  dainp  his  ardour  for  liberal  acquire- 
ment, or  divert'  him  from  the  yet  more 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MISCELLANEOUS  TRACTS. 


433 


geoeroui  love  of  perfection,  ancT  aim  at 
excellence.  He  requested  permission 
to  refrain  another  season  from  the 
world,  its  business  and  allurements, 
and  to  continue  studies,  no  longer  ne- 
cessary for  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
fortune  and  advancement,  but  to  be 
pursued  for  their  own  attractions  j 
atlractipns  felt  by  such  minds  as  Mr. 
Bird's,    as   beaury  or  virtue  without 


nor  should  we  impate  it  as  matter  of 
reproach  to  an  association  constituted 
as  this  is,  that  in  the  number,  some 
few  of  its  members,  fortuitously  assem- 
bled as  they  are,  should  be  found  less 
happily  gifted  in  genius,  or  less  incliu- 
ed  to  supply  what  may  be  wanting  in 
capacity,  by  those  substitute  qualities 
of  assiduity  and  diligence,  which  even 
the   dull  may  command,  and  which 


wealth  are  courted  by  generous  suitors.^ they  can  justify  the  want  of,  perhaps 


I  have  already,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  dwelt  on  this  theme,  as  on 
one  peculiarly  grateful  to  my  mind, 
and  to  the  oflBce  I  have  (he  honour  to 
£11* in  this  institution  ;  because  while 
the  conduct  which  I  commend  leads  to 
the  highest  improvement  of  literary 
acquirement,  it  displays  the  rare  union 
of  youthful  ardour  with  mature  judg- 
ment and  manly  constancy ;  it  shews 
a  mind  so  happily  constituted,  as  yet 
in  the  age  of  delusive  views  concerning 
the  world  and  its  pursuits,  and  before 
it  can  have  been  tutored  by  reflection 
or  experience,  to  discern,  as  with  an 
iQftincti  or  intuition  of  a  higher  order, 
the  just  objects  of  intdlectaal  exertion, 
and  to  point  its  young  vigour  with  an 
adult  and  manly  aim.  It  sets  before 
us  the  most  captivating  and  the  most 
admirable  objects,  which  the  riches  and 
beauty  of  nature  afford,  the  young 
blossom  and  the  ripened  fruit  adorning 
the  same  bough.  It  is  not  Mr.  Bird, 
to  whom  we  need  recal  the  poet*s  pre- 
cept, **  drink  deep,  or  taste  not.**  The 
-surface  cannot  slacken  his  profounder 
thirst. — ^The  same  well-directed  zeal 
which  has  already  forbidden  him  to 
halt  at  the  first  stage  of  juvenile  attain- 
ments, and  would  press  him  still  on- 
ward to  the  higher  regions  of  learning, 
bespeaks  a  principle  ofwider  range  than 
scholarship  alone,  and  affords,  not  the 
promise  but  the  assurance,  that  what- 
ever the  pursuit  of  his  ardent  but  con- 
stant mind  may  be,  mediocrity  will  not 
suffice,  while  the  further  goal  of  excel- 
lence is  open  to  his  view. 

I  am  now  called  to  a  less  gracious 
dut>',  in  noticing,  with  impartiality,  the 
defects  which  in  some  degree  obscure 
the  lustre  of  the  year,  exceptions  which 
must  be  deemed  incident  to  all  nume- 
rous bodies.     We  are  not  to  wonder, 

Vol.  12.  F  f 


less  than  the  lively  student.  In  con- 
fessing that  some  example,  of  slow 
progress,  ending  in  but  /noderate  and 
imperfect  attainment,  have  been  fur- 
nished in  the  late  examination.  I  shall 
indulge  my  repugnance  to  this  side  of 
the  picture  so  far  as  to  suppress  the 
names  which  cannot  partake  in  the  ge- 
neral honours  of  this  collegiate  year. 
I  am  happy,  also,  to  qualify  the  absence 
of  higher  praise,  by  acknowledging, 
with  much  satisfaction,  that  some  ef- 
fort has  not  been  wanting  to  regain 
lost  ground,  and  that  a  few  gentlemen 
who  were  the  subjects  of  admonition 
on  a  former  occasion,  have  since  qua- 
lified themselves  for  the  secvice,  by  a 
knowledge  reported  to  be  competent 
of  two  languages.  I  have  satisfaction 
in  naming  those  to  whom  this  degree 
of  commendation  is  due,  and  with- 
drawing from  Mr.  Charles  Richasd 
Barwell,  Mr^  Blagrave,  and  Mr.  Jen- 
nings, any  share  of  the  reflections 
which  may  have  attached  to  them  in 
my  last  discourse,  and  which  may  have 
left  uneasy  impressions  on  their  minds. 

Another  genileman  has  attained 
proficiency  in  one  language,  the  Ben- 
galee, after  an  attendance  m  college  of 
more  than  three  years  and  a  half. 

So  small  a  progress  can  challenge 
no  merit,  which  can  compensate  for 
the  inadequacy  of  his  qualification  for 
the  duties  of  public  office ;  but  it  has 
been  determined,  and  that  in  a  spirit 
of  indulgence,  <p  allow  him  the  proba- 
tion of  another  year.  I  might  perhaps, 
in  the  hope  of  a  favourable  result,  have 
omitted  even  an  allusion  to  this  gentle- 
man, if  I  had  not  reason  to  apprehend 
that  a  disposition  has  arisen  to  misin- 
terpret a  degree  of  indulgence,  which 
in  February,  1808,  was  extended, 
under  very  special  circumstances^  to 
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two  gentlemen  who  bad  acquired  a 
competent  knowledge  of  only  one  lan- 
guage, and  to  spread  an  expectation 
that  gentlemen  would  be  indiscrimi- 
nately admitted  to  serve  in  the  com- 
mercial branch,  with  that  defective! 
qualification. 

The  principles  on  which  the  excep- 
tion alluded  to  was  made,  were  so  ex- 
plicitly stated  in  my  discourse    upon 


different  tone  of  expostulation,  and  of 
presenting  to  them,  motives  more  igno- 
ble than  those  which  have  hitherto  ope- 
rated on  the  least  meritorious  of  their 
cotemporaries.  I  am  to  announce,  there- 
fore, the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  col- 
lege, and  by  the  government,  that  those 
who  shall  be  found  disqualified  at  their 
fourth  annual  examination,  by  the 
want  of  proficietYcy  in  two  languages^ 


that  occasion,  that  it  appears  difficulty  shall  be  dismissed  from  the  college  : 


to  have  misunderstood  them ;  and  to 
rectify  such  an  error,  it  might  seem 
sufficient  to  refer  to  that  explanation. 
For  the  purpose,  however,  of  arresting 
the  progress  of  so  pernicious  a  miscon- 
ception, I  am  desirous  of  taking  this 
opportunity  of  unequivocally  reminding 
the  students  of  the  college  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, that  one  language  will  not  suffice, 
and  that  a  competence  in  two  will  be 
requiret^,  without  distinction  as  to  the 
particular  line  of  the  service,  which 
the  taste,  or  perhaps  under  the  mistake 
which  I  am  now  correcting,  the  indo- 
lence of  the  student  might  lead  him  to 
prefer.  Feeling  forcibly,  from  the  ex- 
periment already  made,  it  is  with 
much  reluctance  I  am  constrained  to 
advert  in  this  place  to  the  express 
mention  in  the  report  of  the  college 
council  of  three  students  who  have 
made  no  progress  in  any  language 
in  a  period  of  nearly  three  years.  It 
has  been  determined  to  affi^rd  them 
the  opportunity  of  one  year  more,  to 
redeem  their  forfeited  reputation,  and 
to  avert  the  inevitable  consequences  to 
their  views  in  life,  their  character  and 
fortune,  of  a  perseverance  in  the  breach 
of  every  duty  to  themselves,  to  their 
parents,  their  friends,  and  their  em- 
ployers, which,  afler  the  admonitions 
already  more  than  once  repeated,  will 
add  the  offence  of  contumacy  to  all 
that  was  before  culpable  in  their  con- 
duct. 

I  am  grieved  to  say,  that  their  minds 
do  not  seem,  or  have  not  yet  been 
found  accessible  to  the  higher  and  more 
honourable  inducements  which  have 
b^D  held  out  to  them  in  exhortations 
conveyed  with  tenderness  and  directed 
to  their  own  benefit.  I  am  under  a 
necessity,  therefore,  which  I  have 
aough^  ia  ?aia  to  avoids  of  tiDpl97ing  a 


incapable  of  benefiting  by  the  instruc- 
tion it  affords,  and  suspended  the  ser- 
vice as  entirely  deficient  in  the  qoaJifi- 
cations  it  requires,  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  court  of  directors  shall  be  known, 
unless  the  honourable  court  should  be 
in  the  interval,  as  it  is  not  improbable 
they  may,  have  signified  their  appro- 
bation of  the  absolute  and  final  dis- 
missal, without  reference,  of  these  un- 
proBtable  servants. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  turn  firom 
this  afflicting  part  of  my  doty,  to  re- 
port, in  the  accustomed  and  well  justi- 
fied terms  of  approbation,  the  conti- 
nued display  of  eminent  talents,  assi- 
duity, constancy  and  zeal,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  severe  and  laborious  func- 
tions, for  which  the  learned  professors, 
and  officers  of  the  college  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, European  and  Native,  have  ever 
stood  distinguished.  This  tribute  will 
be  found  in  several  instances  due  not 
exclusively  to  the  faithful  and  able  per- 
formance of  duties  purely  academical, 
but  to  the  voluntary  extension  of  la- 
bours already  sufficiently  weighty,  in 
works  of  leafning,  which  I  shall  have 
the  satisfaction  of  noticing  in  the  sequel 
of  this  discourse. 

There  is  a  topic,  however,  extremely 
interesting  to  the  general  cause  of  ori- 
ental learning,  as  well  as  to  this  college, 
and  to  the  honourable  company's  ser- 
vice in  India,  which  I  would  first  pro- 
pose to  touch  upon,  and  from  which  I 
am  unwilling  any  longer  to  refrain  en- 
tirely, as  I  have  hitherto  done,  although 
the  materials  we  possess  will  afford 
even  yet  only  a  slight  and  somewhat 
anticipated  notice  of  the  subject  1  refer 
to. 

I  have  been  desirous  of  cdlecting 
such  information  as  might  enable  me 
io  report  tome  probable  judgment  cob- 
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cerning  the  operation  of  the  knowledge 
acquired  at  the  college  of  Hertford,  on 
the  subsequent  studies  of  its  meml>ers 
at  Fort  William.  But  the  experiment 
is  yet  too  recent  and  imperfect  to  furnish 
a  mature  and  well-grounded  opinion. 

The  experience  hitherto  acquired  on 
this  subject  appears  to  be  defective  in 
two  respects. 

First,  too  small  a  proportion  of  the 
students  hitherto  received  from  Hert« 
ford,  have  passed  through  the  full 
course  of  oriental  study,  intended  by 
the  regulations  of  that  college,  to  pre- 
cede the  departure  of  thd  pupils  for 
India.  The  late  foundation  of  that 
institution  did  not  indeed  admit  earlier 
than  last  year,  of  the  reguPation  which 
relates  to  that  point,  being  finally  and 
completely  in  force. 

But  in  the  next  place  the  college 
itself  is  too  young,  to  have  attained  the 
more  perfect  powers  of  instruction 
which  may  hereafter,  and  probably 
soon  enable  it  to  send  foi;th  periodically, 
^nd  transfer  to  the  college  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, a  succession  of  scholars  possess- 
ing the  full  measure  of  acquirement, 
which  the  prescribed  term  of  three 
years  attendance  at  Hertford,  may  be 
capable  of  affording. 

The  study  of  the  Hindoostanee  lan- 
guage, had  not  been  allotted  to  those 
members  of  Hertford  college,  who 
were  appointed  to  Bengal  at  the  date 
of  the  last  advices  5  and  the  extensive 
and  various  course  of  general  study, 
embraced,  I  think  wisely,  and  I  do 
not  doubt,  it  will  prove  beneficially, 
in  the  scheme  of  education  assigned  to 
that  institution,  will  always  appear  to 
leave  some  disadvantage  on  the  college 
at  Hertford,  in  a  comparison  with  the 
college  of  Fort  William,  on  the  single 
point  of  progress  during  equal  periods 
of  study,  in  the  oriental  languages. 

The  absence  at  Hertford,  of  another 
advantageous  incident  to  the  local 
situation  of  our  college  in  Bengal, 
must  unavoidably  continue,  in  all  times, 
and  under  all  circumstances,  to  give  to 
the  latter  a  decided  superiority  in  ori- 
ental pursuits. 

It  will  t>e  enough  to  observe,  that 
two  of  the  languages  which  are  taught 
here^  the  Hindoostanee  and  Bengalee, 


are  vernacular ;  and  the  stndent^  in  the 
hours  of  leisure  or  amusement,  and 
without  fatigue  or  design,  is  quicken- 
ing imperceptibly  the  sedentary  la- 
bours of  his  class  by  the  practice  of 
living  tongues  -,  while  his  grammatical 
and  critical  studies  are  correcting  the 
inaccuracies,  and  refining  the  rudeness 
of  colloquial  intercourse. 

The  student  is  at  the  same  time  sur- 
rounded by,  and  living  with  learned 
men,  native  and  European,  who  are  at 
once  familiarly  and  profoundly  con- 
versant in  all  the  objects  of  his  study. 
It  is  difficult  to  appreciate  this  advan- 
tage too  highly  I  but  it  is  manifest 
that  no  such  aid  can  be  furnished  for 
the  promotion  of  study,  where  both 
instroclion  and  practice  are  exclusively 
supplied  by  a  single  master,  or  by  two 
or  thret  individuals,  to  a  multitude  of 
scholars,  who  with  many  different  and 
distinct  occupations  under  other  in- 
structors, are  living  at  home,  where  no 
language  but  their  own  is  spoken,  and 
where  both  the  characters  and  sounds 
of  those  which  they  are  studying,  so 
far  firom  familiar,  are  yet  regarded  with 
'  the  sort  of  wonder  which  one  sees 
bestowed  by  the  vulgar  on  some  impe- 
netrable and  unintelligible  mystery. 

Under  these  disadvantages,  inherent 
in  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  yet 
greater  at  this  early  period  than  they 
may  hereafter  be,  it  must  be  satisfac- 
tory to  those  who  founded,  or  who  now 
favour  that  establishment,  that  I  am 
enabled,  in  the  absence  of  more  ample, 
grounds  for  a  judgment  on  the  subject, 
to  say,  from  my  own  observation,  that 
we  have  already  derived  some  of  our 
most  distinguished  ornaments  from 
Hertford  college.  I  do  not  speak  of 
the  merit  to  which  I  now  allude,  in 
comparison  only  with  that  of  cotem- 
poraries  of  the  present  year  j  but  I 
would  place  it  confidently  in  parallel 
with  the  best  and  brightest  period  of 
our  college. 

To  warrant  this  homage,  justly  and 
impartially  paid  to  the  early  fruit  of 
our  new,  not  rival,  &ut  associate  instl- 
sution,  I  have  only  to  name 

Mr.  Holt  Mackenzie, 

Mr.  Hans  Soiheby,  - 

Mr.  Bird, 
f  2 
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Mr.  Prinscp, 
Mr.  Porcher, 
Mr.  Molony, ' 
Mr.  Bzy\ey,  and 
Mr.  BeUi. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  (bat  I 
do  a  further  justice  to  Hertford  col- 
lege, by  remarking  that  the  official 
reports  and  returns  of  our  college  will 
shew  the  students  who  have  been 
translated  from  Hertfort  to  Fort  Wil- 
liaoD,  to  stand  honourably  distinguished 
for  regular  attendance,  for  obedience  to 
the  statutes  and  discipline  of  the  col- 
lege, for  orderly  and  decorous  demean- 
our, for  moderation  in  expense,  and 
consequently  in  the  amount  of  their 
debt,  and  in  a  word  for  those  decen- 
cies of  conduct  which  denote  men 
well  born,  and  characters  well  trained. 
I  make  this  observation  with  the  more 
satis^Mition  as  I  entertain  in  earnest 
wish  to  find  it  proved,  that  the  pre- 
liminary tuition,  and  general  instruc- 
tion afforded  to  the  succeeding  gene- 
rations of  the  company's  servants  at 
Hertford,  will  be  found  of  more  ex- 
tensive, I  should  almost  be  disposed  to 
tay,  of  more  valuable  influence,  even 
for  India,  than  a  greater  or  smaller 
degree  of  pro6ciency  in  a  language  or 
two  of  the  east,  can  prove  at  that 
•arly  period. 

I  am  b^ppy,  also,  to  have  the  au- 
tliority  of  one  professor  of  this  college 
for  saying,  although  the  Hindoostanee 
langoage  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
taught  at  Hertford  f  the  students  des- 
tined to  Bengal,  ''  that  the  course  of 
study  in  the  Hindoostanee  in  the 
college  of  Fort  William,  has  been  ge- 
nerally shortened  by  that  in  the  Per- 
sian at  Hertford,  and  in  the  instances 
.  of  those  who  had  made  any  proficiency 
,  in  the  latter,  very  considerably  so.*' 

J  cannot  better  convey  the  senti- 
ments of  another  learned  professor^  of 
very  high  authority  in  this  college, 
and  in  the  whole  body  of  oriental  scho- 
lars, than  in  his  own  words  : 

"  On  the  whole,  I  am  satisfied  from 
the  opinions  which  I  have  beard,  that 
the  Persian  department  of  Hertford 
college  is  in  a  progressive  state  of  ini- 
f  roveraent,  and  that  its  effects  will  be 


shortly  perceptible  in  the  abbreviated 
period  of  our  studies  here.** 

It  will  appear  from  these  short  re- 
marks that  several  important  benefits 
have  already  been  derived  from  the  in- 
stitution at  Hertford  3  the  utility  <^that 
€ktablishment  has  even  thus  early  been 
made  sensible,  first  by  the  positive  ac- 
quirements of  its  pupils,  which  although 
inconsiderable  and  merely  elementary 
in  oriental  study,  have  been  felt  to  con- 
tribute materially  to  the  advancement 
of  the  same  pursuits  at  Fort  William ; 
but  fiext,  and  principally,  by  a  salutary 
influence  on  conduct  and  character 
both  moral  and  academical. 

We  are  entitled  also  to  anticipate 
with^hope  and  expectation,  the  growth 
and  future  promise  of  our  younger, 
but  sister  academy.  Her  progress  ii 
now  perceptible,  and  we  may  look  to 
the  approaching  maturity  of  an  institu- 
tion already  prospering,  for  the  full 
accomplishment  of  every  useful  pur- 
pose, that  under  the  peculiarities  of 
local  situation,  and  their  necessary  in- 
fluence on  the  object  in  view,  it  couki 
ever  be  reasonable  to  contemplate  from 
that  foundation. 

That  the  studies  of  Hertford  will 
abridge  those  of  Fort  William,  cannot 
be  doubted.  This  has  already  been 
proved. 

That  the  latter  will^t  all  times, 
and  after  the  new  college  shall  have 
attained  its  hig^st  perfection,  still  re- 
main indispensable,  for  affording  even 
the  competence  of  oriental  knowledge 
and  practice,  required  for  mere  oflScial 
use,  but  much  more  indispensable  to- 
wards a  higher  cultivation  of  these 
languages,  and  the  desirable  pro- 
motion of  a  general  taste  for  eastern 
philology  and  literature,  can  as  little  be 
doubted. 

It  is  at  this  college  alone,  that  any 
general  approach  to  excellence  can  be 
hoped  for,  and  to  withhold  from  the 
preliminary  course  of  Hertford,  the 
supplemental  polish,  as  well  as  the  &- 
miiiar  practice  of  our  truly  oriental 
school,  would  be  to  condemn  the  service 
of  Bengal  to  perpetual  mediocrity,  and 
to  substitute  the  accessary  for  the  prip- 
cipal,  that  is  to  say^  a  »gheffie  of  in- 
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stractjoD,  necessarily  defective  and  cir- 
cutnscribed,  for  the  wide,  fertile,  and 
copious  range  which  we  already  pos- 
sessed before  the  institution  at  Hert- 
ford was  established. 

But  as  this  subject  would  lead  to  a 
wider  field  than  I  can  now  engage  in, 
and  as  the  discussion  is  not  called  for 
by  any  apprehension  that  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  liberal  institution  of 
Hertford  College,  to  the  beginning  of 
oriental  study,  will  be  converted  into  . 
obstacles  at  its  close,  and  so,  instead 
of  promoting*  be  made  to  forbid  ex- 
cellence, and  bar  us  from  the  goal  to- 
wards which  it  has  been  the  object  of 
the  same  establishment  to  render  our 
first  steps  more  smooth  and  easy,  I 
shall,  for  the  present,  refrain  from  the 
further  prosecution  of  this  interesting 
matter. 

I  proceed  to  the  notice  of  such  lite- 
rary works  as  have  been  executed  or 
undertaken  since  the  last  disputations. 

The  professor  of  the  Persian  and 
Arabic  languages  having  nearly  com- 
pleted his  elaborate  gramtnar  of  the 
former  of  these  tongues,  has  com- 
menced an  Arabic  grammar  on  the 
same  extensive  scale.  The  composi- 
tion of  a  work  which  will  unlock  the 
treasure  of  knowledge  on  the  structure 
of  that  majestic,  copious,  and  most 
artificial  language,  hitherto  laid  up  in 
the  compositions  of  learned  oriental 
writers,  and  very  imperfectly  dis- 
closed by  the  labours  of  their  brethren 
in  Europe,  must  necessarily  occupy 
several  years.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
will  be  satisfactory  to  those  who  are 
engaged  in  so  interesting  and  useful  a 
study,  to  know  that  other  helps  to- 
wards the  acquisition  of  its  grammatical 
principles^  agreeable  to  the  system  of 
instruction  used  by  the  Native  literati, 
will  speedily  be  afforded  to  them. 

The  first  of  these  is  a  translation  of 
a  treatise  on  the  permutation  of  let- 
ters euphonicB  gratid,  which  is  very 
frequent  in  this  language,  and  consti- 
tutes one  of  its,principid  difiliculties. 
It  was  drawn  up  in  Persian  by  the  late 
Maulavi  Rosben  Ali^  for  the  use  of  the 
Arabic  students  in  the  college,  and  U 
now  translated  into  English  by  Dr. 
TjikT,  who  has  for  some  time  attended 


the  lectures  of  the  college,  and  bene- 
fited by  the  opportunities  of  instruc- 
tion which  it  affords. 

The  second  is  a  translation  from 
Arabic  of  three  elementary  treatises  on 
the  syntax  of  that  language,  viz.  the 
Miat  Aumil ;  a  Co];nmentary  on  the 
same  j  and  the  Kafiyah  of  Ibny  Hajib, 
by  lieutenant  Lockett,  one  of  the  exa- 
miners in  the  college.  To  the  Kafiyah, 
a  work  of  unrivalled  celebrity  in  (lie 
east,  as  containing  one  of  the  most 
ancient  and  compendious  systems  of, 
the  grammatical  science  of  the  Arabs, 
win  be  added  notes  and  illustrations 
from  its  most  esteemed  eomroeiitary, 
the  Shereh  Mulla,  with  an  attem|>t  to 
exhibit  a  general  comparative  view  of 
the  peculiarities  that  serve  to  distin- 
guish the  grammatical  structure  of  the 
language  j^om  that  of  others. 

For  the  greater  practical  utility,  the 
translator  has  proposed  to  add  n  praxis 
from  the  Mukamat  i  Hariri  and  Ikhun' 
us  Safa,  with  a  translation  of  the 
Tahzib  ul  Mantik,  or  a  synopsis  of 
Arabic  logic,  and  a  vocabulary  of  the 
principal  words,  with  a  literal  expla- 
nation and  analysis. 

The  first  volume  of  the  Mukamat  i 
Hariri,  which  was  noticed  last  year, 
has  been  completed. 

A  selection  from  the  most  classical 
works  in  the  Persian  language  has  been 
prepared  for  the  use  of  that  class  under 
th^  direction  of  the  professor.  It  is 
intended  to  occupy  six  quarto  volumes, 
of  which  three  have  been  published. 

In  the  Hindustanee  language,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  works  in  prose 
were  published,  at  a  very  early  perioc)^ 
of  the  institution,  under  the  super- 
intendatice  of  Dr.  Gilchrist,  the  first 
professor  of  that  tongue.  But  there 
was  a  want  of  specimens  of  poetical 
composition ;  some  of  the  most  es- 
teemed among  the  prose  works  are 
now  out  of  print ;  and  the  cultivation 
of  that  language  having  gradually  ad- 
vanced, seems,  to  require,  even  in 
prose,  specimens  of  a  higher  style  of 
composition  than  have  yet  been  laid 
before  the  public.  To  supply  these 
wants,  the  following  workis,  some  of 
which  are  already  completed,  have 
been  undertaken^  at  the  recommenda* 
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tion,  and  un^er  the  inspection,  of  the 
present  learned  Professor. 

l.-rA  selection  from  the  works  of 
Mir  Soz,  a  Hindustanee  poet  of  consi- 
derable celebrity,  consisting  of  Odes 
and  Tetrastichs. 

2. — A  more  copious  collection  from 
Mirxa  Rqfia'US'Sauda,  who  U  deser- 
vedly esteemed  the  prince  of  Hmdus- 
tanee  poets.  This  exhibits  the  most  ex- 
quisite specimens  of  all  che  varieties  of 
poetical  composition  in  the  language  ; 
and  in  this  instance,  a  judicious  selec- 
tion has  one  important  advantage  over 
a  complete  edition  of  the  author's 
vorks,  because,  while  in  his  satirical 
compositions  especially,  he  breathes  a 
spirit  which  may  entitle  him  to  be 
called  the  oriental  Juvenal,  he  shares 
not  a  little  in  ^the  indelicacy  of  the 
Roman  poet.  All  passages  of  the  lat- 
ter description  have  been  carefully  ex- 
cluded from  the  present  collection. 

3. — A  translation  into  Hindustanee  or 
Urdu  prose  of  part  of  the  Ikhwan  us 
Sqfa,  an  Arabic  work  in  high  estimation 

The  portion  which  has  been  selected, 
describes  a  dispute  carried  on  before  an 
impartial  judge,  between  mankind  and 
other  animals  j  the  former  claiming  do- 
minion over  all  the  rest,  and  the  latter 
asserting  their  independence.  The 
arguments  on  both  sides,  are  delivered 
in  language  highly  characteristic  of  the 
difierent  speakers,  and  the  translation 
has  been  executed  by  Maulavi  Turah 
Alit  a  native  of  Lucknbw,  eminently 
•killed  both  in  Arabic  and  Hindustanee, 
assisted  by  the  learned  natives  in  the 
Hindustanee  department  of  the  College. 

Farther  help  in  the  acquisition  of  the 
grammatical  principles  of  this  useful 
language  has  been  afforded  to  the  junior 
Students,  both  European  and  Native,  by 
the  publication  of  a  short  system  of 
rules  in  Hindustanee  verse,  the  work  of 
Maulavi  Amanet  Uilah  of  the  Hindus- 
tanee department  of  the  College.  As 
conveying  at  once,  idiomatical  and 
grammatical  instruction  in  easy  versifi- 
cation, this  work  cannot  fail  to  prOve 
an  useful  aid  to  the  memory  of  the 
student. 

In  the  dialects  which  are  more  pe- 
culiar to  the  Hindu  inhabitants  of  these 
provinces,  the  following  works  have 
been  undertaken. 


1.  The  Ramayan  of  Tuts  Das  in  the 
Porbi  dialect,  or  that  used  in  the  pro- 
vinces situated  to  the  eastward  of 
Delhi,  as  Oude  and  Benares.  It  is  a 
popular  and  admired  poem,  on  a 
favourite  subject  of  Hindu  Mythology. 

2.  The  Sat'sai  of  Behari  Lai,  a 
poem,  highly  esteemed  as  one  of  the 
most  classical  works  in  the  old  Hindee 
or  Brij  Bhakha,  that  is,  the  dialect  that 
prevails  about  Muttra  and  Agra. 

These  two  works  have  been  printed 
at  the  Shanscrit  press. 

3.  A  collection  of  stories  -in  the 
Hindustanee  and  Hindvi  languages. 

4.  Grammatical  principles  of  the  Br^ 
Bhakha  dialect,  with  an  English  trans- 
lation. 

5.  A  continuation  of  the  Prem 
Sagar,OT  history  of  /Cm^n,  translated 
from  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  BkagO" 
wat,  the  first  part  of  which  was  pub- 
li  shed  some  years  ago. 

6.  Rajniti,  or  admonition  to  king^,  a 
work  on  morality  and  the  principle  of 
government,  taken  from  the  celebrated 
Hitopatlesa,  and  translated  into  the 
dialect  of  Brij. 

The  four  last  mentioned  works  are 
the  composition  of  Shri  LuUh  Lai  Cab, 
the  Bhakn  Munshi  attached  to  the 
Hindustanee  department. 

Of  the  vernacular  language  x^^  Ben- 
gal, an  extensive  dictionary,  compiled 
by  the  learned  professor  of  that  lan- 
guage, is  in  considerable  forwardness, 
and  will  issue  from  the  Mission  press 
at  Serampore. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  vocabalary, 
Bengalee  and  English,  a  work  useful 
to  be  committed  to  memory  by  students 
commeocing  the  study  of  this  language, 
has  been  published  by  Mohem  Per  shad 
Thacur  a  learned  native  attached  to  the 
colFege. 

As  an  original  com|)osition  in  this 
language,  may  be  mentioned  the  his- 
tory of  Hindustan,  compiled  by  the  bead 
Pundit  in  this  department  of  the  col-  ' 
lege.  This  work  is  now  in  the  press 
of  Serampore,  and  may  soon  be  expect- 
ed to  appear. 

Of  the  Mahratta  tongue  a  dictionaiy 
has  been  published  at  the  Mission  press, 
and  forms  an  important  addition  to  the 
stock  of  literary  wealth,  especiallj  at 
a  time  when  circomstaoces  have  ren* 
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dered  the  acquisition  of  that  langaage 
ef  greater  cooaequeoce  than  it  ever  was 
before. 

While  so  much  has  been  done  to 
ftcilitate  the  acquisition  of  languages, 
the  cultivation  of  other  branches  of 
science  has  not  been  neglected.  That 
of  jurisprudence  in  particular,  the  study 
of  wbicb  is  become  an  object  of  pri- 
mary necessity  to  the  greatest  part  of 
the  company's  servants,  and  especially 
to  those  entrusted  with  the  most  impor- 
tant dutiei,  has  received,  or  is  about  to 
receive,  the  most  valuable  illustration. 
The  Persian  translation  of  the  Hydaya^ 
which  was  made  by  a  society  of  learn- 
ed natives,  by  order  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
and  has  been  carefully  corrected  by 
Maulavi  Muhuramed  Rashid,  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  court  of  Sudder 
Dewany  and  Nizamet  Adawlet,  was  put 
to  the  press  about  four  years  ago^  by 
order  of  government,  and  is  now  com- 
pleted. This  will  supply  to  the  Persian 
student  the  omissions  of  the  English 
translation  made  by  captain  Hamilton^ 
as  well  as  correct  some  deviations  from 
the  sense  of  the  original  which  have 
been  discovered  in  that  translation ;  and 
It  will  render  that  work,  which  is  of 
high  authority  in  all  questions  of 
Mohammedan  law,  more  accessible  to 
the  native  law  officers  attached  to  the 
Gouru  of  justice. 

.  To  supply  the  want  of  the  law  of 
inheritance  in  the  Hydaya,  a  Persian 
translation  of  theSiuajjiah,  with  its  com- 
mentary the  Sherisiab,  which  are  well 
known  by  tl^e  English  version  of  sir 
William  Jones,  is  now  in  the  press  and 
will  soon  be  published. 

A  sioailar  defect  in  the  digest  of 
Hindu  Jaw,  for  the  translation  of  which 
the  world  is  indebted  to  the  learning 
and  industry  of  Mr.  Colebrook/  is 
about  to  be  supplied  by  the  pen  of  the 
same  gentleman,  in  a  translation  of  two ' 
works  of  high  authority,  with  copious 
notes  and  illustrations :  the  DayaBhaga, 
a  treatise  on  inheritance,  by  Ibmuta 
Vahana,  and  the  law  of  inheritance 
firom  the  Mitachara,  a  commentary,  by 
Vijnyaneswara,  on  the  institutes  of 
Yajnyabalcya.  The  one  is  a  work 
held  in  great  estimatioo  in  the  province 


of  Bengal;  the  other  is  la  standard 
authority  throughout  India. 

Li^ut.  Galloway,  a  gentleman  who 
has  with  great  industry  and  success 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  study 
of  the  Arabic  language,  and  of  Moham- 
medan law,  is  employed  in  the  transla- 
tion of  the  Muktesiri  Kuduri,  a  cele- 
brated treatise  on  Mohammedan  law, 
by  the  learned  Shaikh  Abul  Husain 
Ahmed  of  Bagdad,  comprehending 
the  judicial  S3r8tem,  civil  and  criminal, 
the  canon  law  and  religious  institutions 
of  the  Mussulmens,  and  considered  by 
the  followers  of  Abu  Hanisa,  a  work 
of  the  highest  authority.  The  transla- 
tor has  announced  his  intention  to  an* 
nex  illustrations,  where  requisite,  from 
all  the  books  of  authority,  so  as  to  ren- 
der the  system  as  complete  as  possible. 

In  the  science  of  geography  Dr. 
Leyden  has  undertaken  to  publish  in 
Arabic,  with  an  English  translation, 
the  work  of  the  celebrated  Ibn  ul 
Wardik,  entitled,  Kerridot-ool-Ajayeb, 
which  is  regarded  in  Arabic  as  a  work 
of  the  most  classical  authority  in  the 
science;  the  author  being  esteemed 
more  accurate  in  his  information,  and 
more  fi-ee  from  credulity  than  any  who 
have  either  preceded  or  followed  him. 
This  cannot  fail  ^o  be  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  scanty  stock  o( materials 
which  we  hitherto  possess  regarding 
the  descriptive  geography  of  regions, 
whose  princes  and  inhabitants  formerly 
acted  a  most  conspicuous  part  on  the 
theatre  of  the  world. 

The  first  volume  of  the  works  of 
Confucius,  which  was  announced  last 
year,  has  been  lately  issued  from  the 
Mission  press  at  Serampore,  and  is 
preceded  by  a  dissertation  on  the 
Chinese  language,  which  throws  con- 
siderable light  on^  that  very  singular 
and  obscure  system. 

This  work  contains  the  text  of  the 
venerable  author  printed  in  the  Chinese 
character,  the  types  of  which  have 
been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the 
press  by  the  patient  and  ingenious 
Industry  of  the  translator  and  editor. 
The  translation  is  referred,  by  immben 
over  each  sentence,  to  the  correspond- 
ing words  of  the  Chinese  text,  and  is 
accompanied  bjan  ample  commeotarf. 
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This  book,  therefore,  while  it  reD- 
den  ihe  long-veueratcd  lessons  of  the 
Cfaioeiie  sage,  accessible  for  the  first 
time  to  an  English  reader,  furnishes 
also  the  best  clue  to  guide  the  inquisi- 
tive itodent  through  the  unexplored 
labyrintlis  of  this  extraordinary  lan- 
guage, and  supplies  perhaps  the  only 
elementary  aid  which  can  be  provided 
for  the  acquisition  of  a  language  con- 
structed upon  n  plan  so  anomalous,  as 
to  exclude,  or  I  should,  perhaps,  rather 
say,  as  to  seem  to  exclude  the  applica- 
tion of  those  grammatical  theories 
which  have  indeed  been  deduced  from 
languages  after  their  practical  use  bad 
been  established,  but  the  universal 
principles  of  which  must  be  thought  to 
have  presided  in  the  origin  and  regula- 
tion of  oral  and  written  transmission  of 
thought  in  all  its  possible  or  imaginable 
modes  and  forms.  Mr,  Marshman, 
both  by  the  principal  work,  and  by 
his  preliminary  dissertation,  appears  to 
have  led  the  way  in  reconciling  this 
apparent  anomaly  with  the  general  and 
fbndamental  principles  of  human  inter- 
course ;  and,  by  letting  in  light  upon 
this  Chinese  mysttry,  to  have  done 
something  towards  its  solution. 

I  cannot  willingly  omit  the  oppor- 
tnnity  Which  this  singular  publication 
presents  of  offering  the  homage  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  due  to  this  lauda- 
ble effort  of  modest  genius  and  labour, 
which  has  pushed  forward  the  appa- 
rently hopeless  project  of  forming  a 
Chinese  school,  under  circumstances 
so  little  propitious  to  such  an  undtrtak* 
ing,  to  a  point  of  success  and  efficiency, 
which  larger  means  atid  more  powerful 
encouragement  could  hardly  have  jus- 
tified a  hope  of  attaining. 

This  commendable  design  has  ad- 
vanced, however,  silcrviy,  without  aid 
or  notice,  by  the  innate  powers  of 
strenuous,  though  humble  and  unas- 
suming energy  of  mind^  directed  by 
liberal  and  virtuous  views.  What  Mr. 
Marshman  has  already  accomplished, 
both  in  the  tuition  of  his  young  but 
distinguished  pupils^  and  in  works^  the 
produce  of  self-instruction,  would  have 
done  hononr  to  institutions  fostered  by 
ail  the  aids  of  muniiicence  and  power  ; 
10  have  I'nen,  ih  the  shade  ipse  suispol^ 


lens  opihus,  renders  his  socoenfbl 
labours  only  the  more  worthy  of  admi- 
ration. 

The  printed  vocabularies  which  were 
circulated  in  a  former  year,  with  i 
request  that  they  might  be  filled  op 
with  the  local  dialects  and  peculiar 
lan^iages  of  dififerent  districts  of 
these  provinces,  and  of  the  coatignous 
countries,  have  produced  a  single,  but 
valuable  aocession  to  philological 
science,  in  a  commaoication  received 
from  Mr.  Masters  at  Chittagong,  under 
whose  superintendance  a  vocabuhuy 
of  the  Maga  language  has  been  com- 
piled. A  careful  exarainattoo  of  it  has 
shewn  how  much  is  due  to  the  laudable 
exertions  of  that  gentleman  in  so  un- 
frequented a  walk  of  literature:  for 
every  page  of  it  noaniflests  the  high 
degree  of  care  and  assiduity  which  has 
been  bestowed  on  the  work,  thoogb 
Mr.  Masters  with  great  modesty  de- 
clines the  personal  merit  of  its  execu- 
tion. This  successful  sp^men  de- 
monstrates, in  the  most  satisfiKtory 
manner,  the  great  advantage  which  oMst 
result  to  the  study  of  languages,  as 
well  as  to  historical  researches  relative 
to  the  Indian  nations,  from  the  comple- 
tion of  the  enlarged  plan  of  compara- 
tive vocabularies,  proposed  by  the 
council  of  the  college.  Praise  is 
due,  therefore,  to  Mr.  Masters,  not 
only  for  the  correct  manner  in  whkh 
the  work  communicated  by  him  has 
been  executed,  but  also  for  the  supe- 
rior exertions  which  he  has  made,  io 
being  the  first  to  present  a  vakmUe 
contribution  towards  the  accomp^sb- 
rnent  of  an  interesting  object,  which 
has  been  recommended  by  goverameDt, 
to  the  attention  of  those  whose  local 
situation  affords  the  oppoitouity  of 
promoting  its  attainment. 
It  wal  mentioned  inmy  last  diaexmrae, 
that  as  an  extension  of  the  des^ 
just  alluded  to,  it  was  in  the  contem- 
plation of  government  to  print  and 
circulate  vocabularies  in  the  B^rmtti 
and  Malay  languages  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  specimens  of  the  nume* 
rqus  and  ^most  utiknopKru  laiig;udges 
spoken  ha  the  countries  between  Ii»£a 
and  China,  and  in  the  eastenr  islei*  fo 
pursuance  of  this  iotentioD^  the  pro- 
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posed  vocabulary  bas  been  prepared  ia 
the  Berman  and  Malay,  to  which  bas 
be«n  added  the  Siamese  language, 
and  measures  are  in  progress  for  its 
circulation  to  the  eastward.  Dr.  Ley- 
den  had  already  pushed  his  comprehen- 
sive and  powerful  researches  in  that 
direction,  and  bas  been  enabled  to 
supply  materials,  and  carry  the  work 
into  complete  execution,  from  the 
abundant  and  various  stores  of  his  own 
knowledge,  which  embraces  these 
hitherto  neglected  languages,  availing 
himself  at  the  same  time  of  such  aid, 
as  could  be  obtained  in  this  place. 

The  vocabulary,  to  which  ar^  pre- 
fixed preliminary  observations  by  Dr. 
Leyden,  and  alphabets  of  the  Berman 
and  Malay  languages,  has  been  printed 
at  the  Mission  press  at  Serampor. 

If  we  except  the  publication  of  the 
Berman  alphabet  at  Rome,  by  the 
Propaganda  Society,  this  is  the  first 
European  attempt  to  cultivate  the 
knowledge  of  the  Berman  and  Sia- 
mese languages.  By  the  circulation  of 
this  vocabulary  in  three  of  the  roost 
extensive  and  original  of  the  mqfe 
Eastern  languages,  three  different  sour- 
ces will  be  opened  for  investigation, 
each  of  which  will  supply  a  medium 
for  the  progressive  increase  of  the  col- 
lection of  vocabularies. 

In  forming  this  collection,  as  our 
views  extend  to  a  variety  of  nations 
beyond  the  pale  of  the  English  govern- 
ment, or  its  direct  influence,  we  anti- 
cipate the  cordial  assistance  of  all  well- 
informed  Europeans,  as  well  as  of  our 
own  countrymen. 

To  this  hope  we  have  had  early  en- 
couragement from  the  liberal  and  ac- 
tive zeal  with  which  this  plan  has  al- 
ready been  seconded  by  sodie  Spanish 
gentlemen  of  Manilla,  who  contem- 
plated the  establishment  of  a  learned 
and  philosophical  institution,  to  be 
denominated  '^  the  literary  society  of 
the  Philippines,*'  at  whose  'desire 
several  copies  of  this  vocabulary  have 
been  forwarded* to  ManiUa,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  filled  up  with  the 
corresponding  terms  *ifi  the  difierent 
binguages  tf  tbat  estCQiiyf  Archi- 
pelago.  ' 


The  length  of  this  discourse,  occa- 
sioned by-  the  abundance  of  matter, 
which  I  have  been  unable  to  com- 
press, will  admit  but  of  a  short  vale- 
diction. 

I  welcome  those  who  have  quitted 
with  honour  the  college  for  the  world, 
and  have  passed  forward  from  the  sea- 
son of  instruction  to  that  of  action. 

Their  new  harness  will  sit  easy  upon 
necks  which  have  borne  sturdily  a 
heavier  yoke,  and,  like  well-trained 
legions,  they  will  find  the  service  of 
the  field  lighter  than  the  discipline  of 
the  camp)  while  their  past  labours 
shall  be  the  measure  by  which  they 
may  surely  claim  future  confidence 
and  favour. 

To  you,  who  have  yet  to  win  the 
prizes  which  you  have  seen,  this  day, 
dispensed  to  your  seniors,  I  can  ad- 
dress no  better  exhortation  than  to  tread 
in  the  footsteps  which  the  more  illus- 
trious  of  your  predecessors  have  left 
upon  the  course  you  are  yourselves  to 
run.  Fix  your  eyes  steadily  upon  the 
same  goal,  and  let  your  hopes  of  attain- 
ing it  be  built  exclusively  on  vigorous 
exertion  and  only  constancy.  Ply  your 
labours,  and  distrust  all  other  means 
of  success.  Above  all  beware  of  a 
treacherous  condrtence  in  the  advan- 
tage of  supposed  superiority  of  talents. 
These,  unsupported  by  industry,  will 
drop  you  midway,  or  perhaps  will  not 
yet  have  started  when  the  diligent 
traveller  will  have  won  the  race.  Be 
assured  that  in  study,  application  is 
the  first,  the  second,  and  the  third  vir- 
tue; application,  not  per  saUum,  not 
in  capricious  fits,  not  with  ebbs  and 
fiows  of  indolence  and  exertion ;  ar- 
dent indeed,  may  it  be,  but  uniform 
and  unabating.  Those  among  the 
Grecian  youth  who  aspired  to  the 
Olympic  crown  and  imnaortality, 
would  by  no  means  trust  their  hopes 
to  the  flattering  gifts  of  nature,  how* 
ever  lavishly  endowed,  but  fought  to 
fix  their  fortune,  and  secure  their 
laurel,  by  long  and  vigorous  prepara- 
tions for  the  contest. 

Be  these  your  models ;  and  crowns 
shall  not  be  wanting  to  reward  yout 
toil,  and  grace  your  victory. 
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FHiHon  of  the  Bullocks  of  Calcutta  to 

their  fellow  dlizens  of  the  human 

species. 

Humbly  SREWfTH, 

That  your  peri tioners  are  ofthefa- 
wm]y  of  the  Gods;  and  but  for  the  cruel- 
tj  of  amn,  ihey  would  now  enjoy  a 
tacFed  character,  together  with  sundry 
inestimable  privileges/  which  many  of 
tbeir  near  and  dear  relations  at  this 
Boment  happily  enjoy. 

That  the  spoliation  barbarously 
committed  upon  their  persons  by  the 
IbAod  of  man,  has  degraded  tl)em  from 
the  rank  which  they  ought  to  hold 
among  animalt — has  deprtved  them  of 
•very  domestic  comfort,  the  sweet  so- 
hcc  of  connubial  intercourse,  the  pride 
9i  pafernity — the  transport  of  behold- 
ing a  cberiiihed  o€hp%  ing  prosperous  and 
Wppy,  the  consolations  which  the 
■ooibing  cares  and  tendjbr  assiduities  of 
SBch  an  oifspring  afford  in  the  decline 
•f  life  i  and  io  short,  of  all  those  enjoy- 
netus,  which  render  life  itself  a  va- 
icrable  possession,  and  distinguish  the 
bull  irom  the  bullock* 

Tl^t  this  outrage  against  nature,  ha* 
■ot.been  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  cruelty 
•f  man,  who  in  return  for  many  useful 
seFvices,  rendered  by  your  petitioners, 
treats  them  with  contumely  and  neglect 
—rewards  their  labors  with  blows— 
^oads  them  on  to  courts,  beyond  their 
strength — inflicts  tortures  of  every  kind, 
Bot  respecting  even  the  poor  remains  of 
tbt'ir  lost  dignities— and  finally,  aban- 
fiaortf  tbem^  famished — exhausted— spi- 
fkles9-— mutilated — covered  with  sores 
asd  wounds — a  hideous  spectacle,  ab- 
borrent  to  tl>emselves>  and  shocking  to 
tb«  more  compassionate  animals,  who 
vitne»a  their  misery  and  suifenngs. 

Ye»  Man,— inhuman  Man, 

Arm^d  with  a  little  mock  autliority, 

Dotii  play  such  pranks  behind  the  geiieral 

Aa  ibakes  poor  bullocks  weep  T 

Your  petitioners  are  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  human  nature  to  ex- 
pect, that  they  slituld  become  the  ob- 
jects of  a  gratuitous  liberality  j  but 
they  do  think  that  self  interest,  that 
great  prevailing  principle,  which,  go- 
verns both  man  and  bullocks,  migh( 
dictate  a  more  humane  and  coaside* 
rate  proceeding  towards  them. 


Your  petitioners  submit  4faat  it  has 
been  held  by  ancient  autboritiea,  that 
wheels  should  be  round,  and  that  they 
shouid  stand  or  roll  upright,  whereat 
the  wheels  in  modem  use,  are  often  of 
such  singular  figure  and  coostmctioo, 
having  such  various  and  irregular  indi- 
natioiis,  a.^  utterly  to  puzzle  and  coo- 
fouivd  all  (he  mathematical  ideas  of 
your  petitioners. 

Your  petitioners  are  fully  aware  that 
tar  and  grease  are  luxuries,  aod  they 
admit  that  the  sailor  boy,  who  most 
needs  indulge  in  such  dainties,  was 
properly  punished  for  his  epicurism ; 
but  they  must  contend  notwithstandiag, 
and  upon  the  soundest  priociplea  af 
commercial  oeconomy,  that  thooe  as- 
ticles  might  be  used,  in  moderate 
quantity,  with  eminent  advantage. 

For  if,  by  such  appliances,  the  de- 
gree of  friction  could  be  dimioialied — 
if  by  the  application  of  mathematicai 
science  In  the  constroclioo  and  dispo- 
sition of  wheels — if  by  the  use  of  suit- 
able  harness,  and  by  theestaUishment 
of  a  regulation,  ibr  apportioning  the 
draft  to  the  powers  of  the  cattle,  jour 
petitioners  could  be  relieved  from  a 
small  part  of  their  present  grievances, 
they  would  engage  to  perform  two  or 
morejouruies,  where  they  now  per- 
form one,  to  the  great  profit  of  their 
employers'- to  the  advantage  of  the 
consumers  of  bricks,  firewood,  and 
timber ;  and  to  the  great  comfort  of 
the  frequenters  of  those  excelleat  roads, 
Avhich  are  now  so  prematurely  cot  up, 
and  destroyed* 

Your  petitioners  must  observe  that, 
under  such  a  regulation,  they  would 
not  only  live  more  comfortably,,  and 
live  longer  in  a  state  fit  for  service,  but 
they  would  in  the  Qnd,  be  found  very 
excellent  food  for  the  most  fastidious 
appetite,  whereas  in  their  present  la- 
mentable condition,  their  poor  carcases 
would  be  spurned  by  the  noosi  Vora- 
cious tiger. 

Among  minor  advaiitages,  your  pe« 
tioners  would  hint  that,  by  the  use  of  a 
little  tar  and  grease,  it  might  be  prac- 
ticable to  ^subdue  those  discordant 
sounds,  which  jar  and  afiSj^t  the  deli- 
cate ears  and  souls  of  the  musical,  in  a 
degree  to' be  equalled  only  by  the  jar- 
ring of  your  petitiooers*  bones. 
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Your  petitioners,  without  entertain- 
ing any  unreasonable  expectations,  do 
most  humbiy  submit,  that,  in  the  pre- 
sent rage  for  making  roads  and  digging 
canab,  some  .attention  might  be  paid 
to  their  accommodation.  For  exam- 
pie,  a  few  spans  of  brick  road,  from 
one  of  th«  Ghauts  at  Tolly's  Nullah  to 
the  road  passing  from  the  general  hos- 
pital, would  render  one  of  the  great 
theatres  of  your  petitioners*  suffering,  a 
safe  and  delightful  promenade. 

Your  petitioners  are  fully  aware  that 
any  regulation,  which  might  be  esta- 
blished for  preserving  the  rights  of  ani- 
mals, and  for  remedying  those  griev- 
ances of  which  they  complain,  might 
and  would  be  egregiously  abused  by 
the  lower  officers  >f  police  or  others, 
who  should  be  appointed  to  enforce  itj 
but  this  being  a  common  and  a  neces- 
sary evil,  it  must  be  submitted  to,  and 
your  petitioners  would  still  derive  a 
melancholy  consolation,  from  behold- 
ing their  present  unfeeling  tasK- mas- 
ters fined,  pounded,  beaten,  and  op- 
pressed, after  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  accustomed  to  beat,  torture, 
and  distress  your  indignant  petitioners. 

Finally,  your  petitioners  must  ob- 


serve, that  they  are  a  peaceful,  con- 
templative animal,  much  addicted  to 
philosophical  musing,  or  what  is  called 
chewing  the  cud ;  and  little  clisposed 
to  quarrel  with  man  or  tigers.  They 
subn\it  that  man,  in  the  exercise  of  bis 
power,  should  be  merciful — it  is  suf- 
ficiently mortifying  that  your  peti- 
tioners should  be  placed  under  the  go- 
vernment of  those  who  are  scarcely 
their  superiors  in  intellectual  endow- 
ments— they  esteem  it  evil  enough 
that  they  should  be  degraded  to  their 
present  unnatural  and  humiliating  con- 
dition— that  they  should  be  doomed  to 
be  eaten,  to  pass  incontinently  into  the 
maw  of  some  odious  glutton,  without 
any  certiinty  of  the  immortality  of  the 
soul.  They  do  therefore  insist  that 
they  ought  not  in  this  life,  to  be  plagued 
and  tormented,  to  be  subjected  perpe- 
tually to  such  grievous  aifiictions  of  the 
hand  of  man,  as  are  calculated  to  ren- 
der this  paragon  of  animals  an  object 
of  abhotrencein  their  sight,  and  to  ex- 
cite in  the  minds  of  your  petitioners 
certain  doubts,  whether  this  favorite  of 
the  heavens  has  been  fashioned,  ani- 
malad,  and  impelled,  by  a  disposing 
providence.  And  your  petitioners, &c. 


THE  PRINCIPALITY  OF  SIND. 


A  POLITICAL  communication  has 
been  lately  opened  between  the  Bri- 
tish Government  in  India  and  the 
principality  of  Sind — a  narrow  but 
fertile  tract  of  country,  which  ex- 
tends along  both  sides  of  the  river 
Indus  from  Tatta  to  Mooltan,  and 
IS  shut  out  from  all  community  with 
the  adjacent  kingdoms  to  the  east 
and  west,  by  an  almost  impenetrable 
barrier  of  rocks  and  desarts.  The 
geographical  peculiarities  of  this  in- 
sulated state,  its  political  importance 
(as  embracing  nearly  one  half  of  the 
natural  frontier  of  Hindoostan,)  the 
obscurity  in  which  every  thing  con- 
nected with  it  has  hitherto  been  buried, 
and  the  fatal  termination  of  a  former 
attempt  to  bring  it  witbin  the  sphere  of 
British  influence,  are  all  of  them  cir- 
cumstances calculated  to  render  it  an 
object  of  particular  curiosity.  Among 
other  happy  results  of  a  late  missioB^  it 


has  opened  the  stores  of  information 
on  a  subject  so  eminently  important 
and  interesting,  and  the  public  will  in 
due  time  reap  the  benefits  of  the  dis- 
closure. The  embassies  to  Cabul  and 
Lahore,  through  no  other*  channels 
than  the  private  correspondence  of  the 
gentlemen  attached  to  them,  have 
served,  within  the  last  year,  to  diffuse 
a  more  general  and  correct  knowledge 
of  those  remote  and  unfrequented 
countries,  of  their  inhabitants,  their 
political  strength  and  relations,  than  in 
the  common  course  of  things  could 
have  been  expected  or  imagined.  But, 
with  respect  to  Sind,  there  are  few 
hitherto,  who  have  heard  more  of  the 
country  than  its  name.  The  princi- 
pality of  Sind  forms,  nominally,  a 
part  of  the  tributary  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Cabul.  In  common,  boW- 
ever,  with  all  the  remote  dependencies 
of  tti^t  stat^  it  has  feJleo  off^  amid 


Digitized  by 


Google 


444 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  lUSGISTER,  ISIO-ll. 


the  civ)]  cohvnluons  by  which  Cabal 
has  80  long  been  distracted ;  aod  it 
roay  now  be  considered  as  virtually 
independent.  Sind»  is  at  present  go« 
vemed  by  a  triomvirate  of  three  Bro- 
thers ;— the  eldest  of  whom,  having 
the  largest  share  of  the  public  revenue, 
possesses  consequently  the  leading  ia« 
flaence  in  public  affairs,  and  is  oaten* 
sibly  set  forth  as  the  supreme  bead  of 
the  government. — This  trinmvirate 
exercises  st  power  absolutely  despotic, 
and  displays,  in  the  maxims  of  its  ad- 
ministration, all.  the  ignorance  and 
avarice,  which  are  common  to  the 
great  body  of  eastern  potentates.  The 
presedt  dynasty  have  not  been  esta- 
blished for  more  than  30  years ;  and 
the  jealous  timidity  conspicuous  in 
their  policy  evinces  their  own  t^ense  of 
the  insecurity  of  the  tenure  by  which 
they  still  hold  possession  of  the 
throne. 
The  inhabitants  of  Sind  are  repre- 


lented  by  the  gentleoien  who  visited 
that  country  with  Mr.  Smith  at  a  peo- 
ple recently  emerged  firom  barbarism, 
who  have  not  yet  attained  that  pitch  of 
improvement,  which,  by  introducing 
the  virtues,  the  knowledge,  and  the 
comforts  .peculiar  to  civilized  li^> 
atones  for  the  loss  of  th08e  ruder  escel- 
lencies,  which  enter  into  the  charac- 
ter of  the  savage. 

The  army  df  Sind  is  fstimatfid  at 
40,000  men  -, — a  large  force,  when 
compared  with  iu  tenitorial  extent. 
The  troops  are  composed  of  levies 
raised  firom  the  military  tribes,  which« 
in  their  constitution,  pretty  moch  re- 
sembled the  feudal  clans  of  andeot 
Europe.  The  amount  of  the  revenue 
is  supposed  to  have  diminished,  in  the 
proportion  of  nearly  one  half^  since 
the  accession  of  the  present  family  to 
the  throne.  It  still,  however,  is  esti- 
mated so  high  as  42  lact  of  Rupees 
per  annum. 


MAHOMMED  NUBBEE  KHAN. 


Thb  following  is  a  copy  of  the  instru* 
ment  appointing  Mahommed  Nubbee 
Khan,  (late  Ambassador  from  the 
King  of  Persia  to  the  Government  of 
British  India,)  to  the  Office  of  Viceroy 
of  Fars, 

"  IN    THB  NAME  OF  GOD, 

*'  Given  under  the  great  seal  of  the 
*'  King,  who  is  the  Father  of  the 
*^  World  and  its  inhabitants. 

''  The  most  noble,  illustrious, 
brave,  wise,  and  trust- worthy  servant 
of  the  king,  Mahommed  Nubbee  Khan 
may  ever  stand  exalted  in  the  favour 
of  his  Majesty.  Be  it  known  to  him, 
that  we  have  appointed  to  the  office  of 
Vizier,  the  star  of  the  royal  heaven 
and  the  light  of  the  royal  moon,  our 
son,  Houssein  Allee  Mirza,  late  Vice- 
roy of  Fars  5  and,  that  we  require,  to 
supply  his  place,  an  able  and  trusty 
of^cer,  capable  of  managing  the 
affairs  of  the  province,  of  distinguished 
knowledge,  provident  in  council,  and 
constantly  sedulous  in  business.  There- 
fore, in  this  year  Eelaun  Eel,  we  have 
chosen,  the  said  most  noble  and  trust 
worthy  person,  for  this  high  service^ 


•^he  being  eminently  qualified  for  the 
same  :— that  is  to  say,  we  have  ap« 
pointed  him  to  the  office  of  Viceroy 
of  Fars,  our  said  son  having  been 
raised  to  t^  dignity  of  Vizier.  And, 
in  considerfion  of  the  &vour  which 
we  bear  towards  him,  we  have  order- 
ed, that  a  khelaat  and  kulmdhan, 
ornamented  with  precious  stones,  be 
sent  to  him  from  the  royal  trea^iry, 
as  a  badge  of  honor,  4^-  the  hands  of 
the  noble  and  faithful  attendant  of  the 
royal  court,  Mirza  RuheemTabbeeb: 
—in  order  that  he  (Mahommed  Nob- 
bee  Elhan)  may  receive  the  same  with 
pride,  and  ma^ conduct  the  affairs  of  his 
office,  in  con^mitywith  the  royal  will. 
''  It  is  therefore  made  known  to  all 
the  noble  and  eminent  persons,  the 
officers  of  government  and  others, 
lately  in  the  service  of  our  said  son,  as 
well  as  to  all  the  lords  of  the  country, 
the  hakeems,  and  the  inhabitants  in  ge- 
neral, that  the  distinguished  fperioo 
above  named  has  been  appointed  to 
succeed  our  said  son,  and  they  ai« 
hereby  reqoired  to  obey  bUa  accor- 
dingly." 
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THE  HON.  CHARLES  ANDREW  BRUCE. 

[Thesbort  biographical  sketch  of  the  character  of  this  gentlenian  b  drawn  by  one  wb« 
appears  to  have  had  a  close  opporluoity  of  examining  its  pecaliarities,  and  of  ascertaining 
its  worth.  He  has  not  glanced  at  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Bmce's  senrice,  by  which  be 
distinguished  himself  eminently,  in  the  employment  of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
of  which  it  is  not  intended  to  give  any  further  account,  than  that  he  went  to  India,  in  the 
civil  branch  of  the  company's  establishment,  at  an  eaily  time  of  life,  and  had,  but  at  a  short 
date  from  the  melancholy  event^  which  gives  occasion  for  the  memoir,  proceeded  to  Pe- 
nang,  to  take  upon  himself  the  charge  of  Prince  of  Wales's  liland^  in  tbo  government 
whereof  he  died.— The  §;azette  of  the  former  place  records,  his  death  in  the  followii  g 
encomiastic,  and  just  terms.] 


*'  To  those  sad  events,  of  which  the 
commiseration  is  increased  by  every  re- 
flection on  the  bitterness  of  reverse  and 
unexpected  occurrence^  is  to  be  added 
the  decease  of  the  Honoubablb  C.  A. 
Bruck,  governor  of  this  island,  in  the 
fall  vigour  of  manhood,  in  the  joy  of 
affluence  and  station;  blest  in  the 
possession  of  present  happiness^  and 
warm  in  rational  views  of  prolonged 
felicity,  a  sudden  blow  has  disturbed 
the  dream  of  enjoyment,  and  shewn 
that  real  satisfaction  must  be  founded  on 
other  bases  than  the  ^llacies  of  hope. 

*^  His  illness,  which  in  its  first  stage 
was  attended  with  excessive  pain,  was 
supported  with  exemplary  firmness 
and  resignation.  The  progress  of  sick- 
nest  was  watched  with  calmness  ;  his 
family  supported  with  manly  tenderness, 
and  the  unremitting  attentions  of  those 
whose  skill  combated  the  disorder,  ac- 
knowledged with  grateful  considera- 
tion. The  last  hours  were  cheered  by " 
p  retrospect  of  tranquil  blessings,  of 
Which  death  might  interrupt  the  course, 
l}Ut  could  not,  in  his  approach,  banish 
the  recollection.  To  those  who  wit- 
nessed the  scene,  may  it  be  one  of 
lastingexample  !  It  may  not  be  without 
use  hastily  to  collect  the  leading  traits 


of  a  life,  that  gave  the  greatest 
comfort,  the  comfort  of  peace,  at  the 
last. 

"  In  the  nearer  relations  of  life, 
never  did  man  display  more  ehgaging 
sweetness  of  disposition,  more  aflfect  ion- 
ate  interest,  more  unvarying  •  regard, 
— the  anguish  of  recent  misfortune  flies 
from  considerations  the  most  consola- 
tory, under  the  hallowing  influence  of 
time.  In  the  relations  of  father,  hus- 
band, friend,  who  that  knew  him,  can 
reed  a  recital  of  his  worth  ?  To  his  do- 
mestics he  was  liberal  and  tender,  and 
in  every  ofifice  of  general  intercourse, 
polite,  aflable,  equal. 

"The  virtues  that  thus  beautified 
the  walk  of  private  life,  operated  with 
enlarged  influence  in  a  range  extended: 
it  was  a  mind  full  of  active  good- 
will, satisfying  itself  with  no  visionary 
sclsemes  of  benevolence,  unless  it  were 
not  unmixed  with  fancy,  to  have 
thought  that  public  benefits  might  al- 
ways coincide  with  individual  happi« 
ness.  In  no  case  was  he  ever  actuated 
by  a  selfish  view.  The  motives  were 
ever  pure  and  just ;  the  course  direct 
and  honourable.  He  thought  injury  to 
no  man.  They  who  saw  him  nearest, 
best  know^  that  scarcely  could  caution 
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hint  at  possible  evil,  when  native  good- 
ness bad  palliated  the  error,  or  lost  the 
suggestion. 

**  Such  he  was  in  private  life,  that 
to  doubt  the  impression  of  bis  memory 
on  bis  friends,  were  to  doubt  all  that  is 
of  worth  in  human  nature.  In  the  va- 
rying record  of  public  recollection,  the 
course  of  things  must  preserve  the 
•tfong  characters  of  leading  events  ra- 
ther than  the  value  of  milder  virtues  ; 
but  of  public  judgment,  the  expression 
of  the  public  concern  during  illness,  has 
•hewn  that  the  report  may  justly  be 
lasting. 

"  That  <]ualities  such  as  thtse  should 
not  have  been  permitted  longer  to 
spread  thedr  influence,  or  longer  to  be 
remunerated  with  what  of  enjoyment 
virtue  has  here  to  bestow,  is  but  an  ad- 
<litional  cause  to  revere  the  dispensa- 
tions of  that  law,  which,  though  its  de- 
crees may  baffle  the  calculation  of  hu- 
man retribution,  shall  assuredly  secure 
to  mtegriiy,  and  honour,  and  benevo- 
lence, their  lixed  and  eternal  reward. 

"  To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the 
governor,  «o  far  as  the  frail  efforts  of 
£uman  care  can  avail  a  meeting  of  the 
British  inhabitants  was  convened  sub- 
sequently to  his  death  ;  who  passed 
unanimously  the  following  resolutions. 
First.  Resolved,  that  the  British 
iDbabitaots  who  compose  this  meeting, 
being  fully  sensible  of  the  bless^igs 
which  they,  with  the  other  inhabitants 
of  the  islatKi,  enjoyed  during  the  period 
the  late  Honorable  Charles  Andrew 
Bruce  was  at  the  head  of  this  govern- 
ment ;  whose  conduct  was  marked  by 
honor  and  integrity  towards  his  hono- 
pbh  employers,  zeal  and  solicitude  lor 


the  general  welfare  and  interests  of  the 
island;  and  by  justice,  benevolence, 
4)ospitality,  and  a  suavity  of  manner  to 
all : — and  desirous  of  bearing  festioiony 
to  his  worth  and  merit  by  some  tribute 
of  public  approbation,  calculated  to 
perpetuate  the  same  to  posterity,  do 
therefore  propose  to  erect  a  maosoleum 
over  the  grave,  in  which  his  body  was 
interred,  with  an  appropriate  inscrip- 
tion, stating  by  whom,  and  on  what  ac- 
count it  had  been  erected. 

Second.  Resolved,  j hat  a  subscrip- 
tion be  immediately  opened  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expeoce  of 
erecting  the  said  building. 

Third.  Resolved,  that  five  persons 
with  the  chairman,  be  selected  from 
the  present  meeting,  to  act  as  a  cooi- 
mittee  for  carrying  the  first  resolution 
into  efilect,  who  for  that  purpose  will 
be  authorised  to  receive  such  sums  as 
may  be  subscribed. 

Fourth.  Resolved,  that  the  said 
committee  shall,  with  all  convenieot 
dispatch,  ^x  upon  a  plan  of  the  build- 
ing intended  to  be  erected,  and  also  to 
draw  out  an  appropriate  inscriptioo  for 
a  stone  to  be  placol  thereon,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  submitted  for  the  ap- 
proval of  the  subscribers  at  a  future 
period. 

Fifth.  Resolved,  that  a  copj  of 
these  resolutions,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
spectful letter  of  condolence,  to  be 
signed  by  the  committee,  t>e  transmit- 
ted to  the  Honorable  Mrs.  Bruce,  by 
the  first  convenient  opportunit}^  and 
that  the  committee,  when  chosen,  be 
directed  to  retire  and  prepare  a  suitable 
letter  for  that  purpose,  to  be  submitted 
to  this  meeting  for  approval. 


Memoirs  of  Joseph  Em  in,  an  Jrmemmi,* 


They  who  have  been  wont  to 
contemplate  the  even  tenour  of  the 
lives,  usually  passed  by  the  indi- 
tiduals  of  his  nation,  will  have  some- 
thing to  admire  in  tl\e  busy  and  un- 
common scenes,  in  which  the  enter- 
prising subject  of  this  memoir,  was  a 
distinguished  but  not  a  fortunate  actor ; 
fSmless  it  shall  be  considered  a  species 


of  good  fortune,  that  he  acquired  the 
friendship  of  the  good  and  the  patronage 
of  the  great  5  but  which,  however  they 
might  have  gratified  his  heart,  do  not 
appear  in  any  noticeable  degree  to  have 
improved  his  fortunes ;  but  this,  per- 
haps, might  have  l>een  owing  more 
to  a  proud  and  unyielding  spirit  on  his 
own  part,  and  which  we  would  rather 


•  The  follow  ing  sketch  of  the  life  of  EmUi  is  taken  from  a  Bengal  Print,  (the  Mimr)  to 
Wbi^  911  this,  and  n^iueruus  other  occasions;  the  Editor  is  much  indebted* 
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believe  from  the  illustrioas  names  that 
befriended  him,  than  the  neglect  or 
Indiflference  of  his  patrons. 

Joseph  £min  was  an  Armenian  gen- 
tleman, upwards  of  40  years  a  brevet 
ensign  in  the  service  of  the  Hon.  East 
India  Company  ;  a  singular  and  ex- 
traordinary character,  of  an  ardent  and 
aspiring  genius,  whose  life  abounded 
^ith  materials  for  a  valuable  and  curi- 
ous memoir,  and  who,  had  circum- 
stances concurred  with  his  patriotic 
views,  would  have  shone  upon  the 
world  as  the  restorer  of  the  freedom 
of  his  country.  He  was  the  only  Ar- 
menian, who,  to  use  his  own  words, 
*'  out  of  several  thousands,  and  in 
thousands  of  years,  has  displayed  an 
ardent  and  inextinguishable  thirst  for 
improvement  and  liberty." 

On  the  death  of  so  extraordinary  an 
individual,  who  lived  for  many  years, 
and  till  his  decease,  in  the  capital  of 
British  India,  it  falls  peculiarly  within 
the  province  of  a  local  publication,  to 
present  to  its  readers  some  sketch, 
however  short  and  imperfect,  of  his 
active  career, 

Mr.  Emin,  an  Armenian  by  ancestry, 
and  by  his  religion,  descended  from 
noble  blood,  was  bom^-at  Hamadan, 
in  Persia,  in  ihe  year  1726.  His  an- 
cestors, who  were  zealously  attached 
to  the  honour  and  independence  of 
their  country,  quitted  Armenia  on  its 
being  reduced  under  the  Ottoman  yoke 
by  Shah  Abbas,  and  sought  an  asylum 
at  Hamadan,  near  the  foot  of  Mount 
Alwend,  in  Persia.  Hamadan  being 
conquered,  and  brought  under  the 
Ottoman  subjection,  the  family  of 
Emin,  about  the  yeiir  1732,  removed 
from  thence  for  India,  and  on  their 
way  stopped  some  time  at  Bussora,  and 
Joseph  Emin,  the  subject  of  our  pre- 
sent notice,  then  a  boy  of  seven  or 
eight  years  of  age,  was  in  that  city, 
when  it  was  besieged  by  Thamaz  Kouli 
Khan,  better  known  by  the  title  of 
Nadir  Shah. 

The  father  o^  Emin  passing  from 
Bussora  into  India,  came  on  to  Ben- 
gal, bringing  with  him  a  part  of  his 
iamily,  and  with  them  his  son  Joseph, 
whom,  on  his  arrival  in  Calcutta,  it 
.  became  his  first  care  to  place  at  au 


English  school,  that  he  might  be 
instructed  in  the  rudiments  of  that 
tongue.  Emin,  descended,  as  above 
stated,  from  an  ancient  and  illustrious 
family  of  Armenia,  was  fired,  evea 
in  his  boyish  days,  with  the  ambitioa 
of  rendering  himself  the  instrument 
of  rescuing  his  country  from  slavery  j 
and  with  that  intention,  he  formed  the 
resolution  of  making  himself  a  profi- 
cient in  the  military  tactics  of  Europe  9 
and  then  to  proceed  to  Armenia,  la 
place  himself  at  the  head  of  his  coun- 
trymen, to  assert  their  independence, 
and  to  urge  them  to  free  themselves 
from  the  oppression  of  the  Turks.  It 
was  some  considerable  time  before  be 
could  carry  the  first  steps  of  his  plan 
into  execution  ;  a  principal  ditficulty 
occurred  in  finding  his  way  to  Europe. 
After  many  fruitless  attempts  to  work 
his  passage  to  England,  he  obtained  a 
birth  on  board  the  Walpole  Indianian« 
captain  Fea,  in  the  year  1749.  Ho 
shipped  himself  as  boatswain's  boy. 
On  his  arrival  m  London  he  found 
himself  without  friends  acui  without 
money. — During  his  first  years,  lie 
underwent  many  hardships,  and  was 
compelled  to  engage  in  variolas  1abt»- 
rious  occupations,  to  trbtaln  his  daily 
bread  j  and  for  sometime  he  actually 
plied  the  streets  of  London  as  a  com- 
mon porter.  These  discouraging  cir- 
cumstances, wliich  would  have  dtimped 
the  ardour  of  a  less  zealous  enthu- 
siast, served  only  to  fan  the  latent 
spark  of  patriotism  in  the  breast  of 
young  Emin—  he  determined  to  perse- 
vere  and  to  surmount  every  difficulty. 
Accident,  at  length,  brought  him  un- 
der the  notice  of  the  duke  of  Northum- 
berland, who  warmly  patronized  him, 
atid  introduced  him  to  his  royal  highness 
the  duke  of  Cumberland,  who,  finding 
Emin  a  youth  of  genius  and  enteprize, 
sent  him  to  Woolwich  academy,  to 
study  mathematics,  gunnery,  fortifi- 
cation, and  other  branches  of  mliiiary 
science.  Some  time  afterwards,  h« 
accompanied  his  royal  highne«i&  to  the 
continent,  and  served  in  several  cam- 
paigns under  prince  Ferdinand.  After 
the  termination  of  the  German  wars,  he 
went  to  RuSsi^,  and  obtaining  ieitexs 
of  recoauucudai'ioQ  from  the  court' 
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St  Petersborgh,  ho  joined  Heraclms, 
prince  of  Georgra,  where  he  anxiously 
sougbl  to  carry  into  effect  the  plan  pf 
liberating  his  country,  the  ruling  pas- 
sion of  his  soul,  and  which  gave  energy 
to  his  character  and  to  all  his  actions. 
Unfortunately,  the  independence  of 
his  spirit,  and  his  dislike  to  the  servility 
of  courts,  ill  accorded  with  the  temper 
of  Heraclius,  from  whose  service  he 
was  obliged  to  withdraw.  After  vari- 
ous perilous  adventures  in  Persia,  Ar- 
menia, Georgia,  Circassia,  Taurida, 
&c.  he  found  his  degenerate  coun- 
trymen unworthy  of  the  freedom  to 
which  he  hoped  to  restore  them,  and 
as  his  means  were  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  attainment  of  his  favourite  ob- 
ject, he  returned  to  India,  and  arrived 
in  Calcutta,  in  1768,  when  Mr.  Car- 
tier,  then  governor  of  Bengal,  in  ad- 
miration of  bis  cha'^cter,  gave  him 
a  commission  of  brevet  ensign,  in  the 
company's  service,  which  he  held  till 
his  death. 

Having  served  with  reputation  in 
two  campaigns  against  the  native 
powers,  and  peace  being  re-established, 
he  obtained  leave  of  absence  from 
Mr.  Hastings.  As  the  deliverance  of 
his  country,  still  held  the  £rst  place 
in  his  mind,  he  lost  no  time  in  revisit- 
ing Georgia  ;  but  this  expedition  pro- 
v<^  as  unsuccessful  as  the  former  ;  and 
in  this  second  attempt  he  narrowly  es- 
caped falliag  a  victim  to  the  treachery 
and  vindictive  disposition  of  the  reign- 
ing king  of  Persia.  He  found  the 
temper  of  the  people,  and  the  state  of 
public  affairs,  so  unfavourable  to  the 
prosecution  of  his  grand  design,  that 
he  retired  for  the  present,  trusting 
that  an  opportunity  favourable  to  his 
schemes  would  present,  and^  s'ettling 
at  Sherauz,  there  married,  and  had 
four  children.  He  remained  some 
years  at  Sherauz  -,  but,  seeing  Qo  pros- 
pect of  his  views  in  Armenia  being 
brought  to  bear,  he  returned  to  Ben- 
gal, leaving  his  family  in  Persia,  ex- 
cepting his  eldest  son  Asjiruk,  whom 
he  brought  wifh  him  lo  Calcutta, 
where  he  arrived  in  1784. 

On  coming  to  Lcngal  he  found  some 

difficulty  in  regaining  his  former  rank 

V  i^  the  army,  as  his  patron,  Mr.  Hast-< 


ings,  had  quitted  the  goTemment,  usd 
embarked  for  England.  But  sir  Ro« 
bert  Sloper  coming  out  about  that  time 
as  commander-in-chief,  and  colonel 
Pearce  being  then  commandant  of  Fort 
William,  to  both  of  whom  he  hadbeea 
wellJcnown  in  England,  he  not  only 
obtained,  through  their  intedfereoce, 
his  re-establishment  in  rank,  but  also 
the  amount  of  arrears  of  pay  and  batta, 
arising  during  his  long  absence.  From 
that  time  till  the  day  of  his  death,  he 
continued  in  Calcutta,  living  in  ease 
and  humble  independence  on  the  pen- 
sion of  his  rank. 

He  published  in  1784  a  narrative  of 
his  life  and  adventures,  which  is  still 
extant,  and  in  which,  with  much 
vivacity  and  humour,  he  relates  his 
extraordinary  exploits,  comprizing  a 
singular  and  interesting  series  of  ad- 
ventures, which  shew  in  strong  co- 
lours, the  intrepidity  and  constancy 
of  his  mind  ;  and  prove  him  to  have 
possessed  a  high  and  independent  spi- 
rit, and  which  occasionally  appears  to 
have  stood  in  the  way  of  his  better 
fortune— in  his  intercourse  with  man- 
kind, and  during  a  long  life,  it  may 
truly  be  said  of  him,  in  the  words  of 
Shakespeare,  that  be  was—"  More 
sinned  against,  than  sinning." 

If  laudari  a  viro  laudato  be  a  test 
of  worth,  Emin  will  be  allowed  his  fall 
share,  when  it  is  told  that  he  was  not 
only  patronized,  but  honouied  with 
the  commendation  and  friendship  of 
the  good  and  the  great  sir  Wm.  Jones. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Bengal,  as  a 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  judi- 
cature, sir  William  became  acquainted 
with  Emin,  with  whose  manly  and 
independent  character  he  was  highly  de- 
lighted. He  used  to  enjoy  his  eccen- 
tricities, which  were  all  the  growth  of 
the  nobler  passions.  It  was  at  the  ex- 
press desire  and  solicitation  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam that  he  undertook  10  publish  his 
memoirs  ;  and  we  shaH  close  this  ac- 
count with  the  following  excellent 
letter  from  sir  William  to  ensign  Emio. 
We  think  it  will  be  highly  acceptaUe 
to  those  of  our  readers  who  have  not 
already  met  with  it,  and  ihey  to  whom 
it  is  known  will  probably  thiank  us  foe 
there-perusal;— 
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'*My  Dear  Eiiiw>— I  send  back  the 
last  number  of  your  narrative  with  ray 
very  hearty  thanks  for  the  pleasure 
which  the  whole  work  has  given  me ) 
it  has  been  highly  interesting  to  me  : 
but,  as  there  is  no  reasoning  on  taster, 
I  cannot  be  sure  that  it  will  be  thought 
equally  interesting  by  others  5  the 
style  remains  wholly  your  own  j  fori 
have  corrected  only  those  errors  in  lan- 
guage and  orthography,  which  were 
unavoidable  in  an  English  work  written 
by  a  native  of  Hamadan  ;  and  it  is  not 
the  least  of  your  merits  that  you  have 
acquired  such  a  command  of  words, 
in  a  language  so  diffe.enifrom  Persian 
or  Ariuenian.  I  know  mankind  too 
well  to  be  surprized  at  the  faikire  of 
your  enterprize :  nor  am  I  fully  per- 
suaded that  it  was  just,  since  Hera- 
CLius  had  a  claim  on  Armenia  -,  unle-is 
you  intended  to  est  blish  a  repubji- 
can  government,  aad  could  have 
been  satisBed  wiih  the  station  of  a  pri- 
vate citizen.  A  pire  democracy  is 
the  only  natural  form  of  government, 
it  dannot,  indeed,  be  of  long  duration, 
because  the  lazy  (who  are  the  majo- 
rity of  every  estate)  must  continue 
poor  and  weak,  while  the  few  who 
are  diligent  grow  wealthy  and  power- 
ful, and  the  only  use  of  a  kin^  is  to 
keep  down  the  pride  and  imperious- 
ness  of  \he  few.  A  mixed  govern- 
ment, therefore,  like  that  of  Eng- 
land, is  the  only  form  approaching  to 
a  state  of  natural  society,  and  likely 
to  be  permanent  $  if  your  design 
was  to  tran«>plant  our  constitution  tq^ 
Armenia,  I  heartily  lament  your  dis* 
appointment,  though  I  cannot  won- 
der at  it.     Such  a  project  1  bhould 


think  extremely  laudable ;  and  you 
must  think  it  so  yourself,  or  you  would 
not  have  undertaken  it,  but^  Sinco 
men  are  never  so  sure  of  loosing' 
their  just  applause,  as  when  they 
claim  it,  let  me  exhort  you  when  you 
revise  your  work,  to  strike  out  every 
passage  that  may  savour  of  self-appro- 
bation. Let  me  also  advise  you  to 
discard  for  ever  the  Asiatic  style  of 
panegyric,  to  which  you  are  too  much 
addicted  j  >veak  minds  only  are  tickled 
with  praise,  while  they,  who  deserve 
it,  receive  it  with  disdain.  They  who 
say  or  write  civil  things  as  they  are 
c tiled,  may  not  be  flatterers,  but  (liey 
certainly  resemble  them;  as  a  brave 
man  njay  *be  a  real  hero,  bur  if  he 
dress  like  a  fop,  he  will  be  mistaken 
fur  one.  I  will  add  only  one  argument 
more  J  the  Asiatic  style,  whether 
dediatory  or  epistolary,  is  utterly  re- 
pugnant to  English  manners,  which 
you  prefer,  I  know,  to  those  of  Persia. 
For  all  these  reasons  I  return  your  de- 
dication to  Colonel  Pearsb  uncor- 
rected :  if  I  know  him  he  would  not 
be  pleased  with  it,  and  I  cannot  be 
accessary  to  any  thing  that  appears 
even  in  a  questionable  shape.  Swift 
has  misled  you  by  inculcating  that 
men  of  wit  love  prai!»e;  be  assured 
tliat  every  man  of  wit  (uble^is  wit  and 
sense  be  at  variance)  Aiusl  prefer  plain 
food  to  sugar  plumbs,  and  would 
rather  be  rubbed  with  a  coarse  towel 
th.in  with  Dacca  muslin  with  all  its 
flowers.  Farewell,  and  believe  mo 
ever,  my  dear  Kmin,  your  faithful 
servant, 

"  W.  JONES. 
"Gardens,  August  10,  1788." 


Mr.  CHARLES  WESTON. 

[The  pocaliar  and  siii^flar  merits  of  thix  gentleman  were  to  eminer.t,  and  so  generally 
acknowledged,  as  to  entitle  him  to  a  more  prec.se  asd  due  place  in  the  public  notice  and 
regret  than  is  usually  asserted  and  becnrcd  by  the  common,  fugitive  panegyrics  of  the 
ohiliiarics  of  the  Indian  Prints.] 

Mr.  Charles  Weston  was  born  alnui  English  Church  of  old  Calcutta  having 
the  31st  year  of  the  last  century;  been  destroyed  along  with  the  Church, 
— for  he  could  not  exactly  tell  his  age,  in  the  furious  hurricane  of  the  11th 
in  consequence  of  the  Kegisien  of  the  and  12th  October,  1737.  Iii«  &tbfr^ 
Vol.  12.         ^  Gg 
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first  a  merchant,  then  recorder  of  the 
Mayor's  Court,  was  obliged,  by  the 
derangement  of  his  affairs,  to  fly  to 
France,  where  he  died,  and  could  not 
give  much  education  to  his  son  beyond 
the  first  rudiments  of  langnage.  Very 
fortunately,  however,  he  thought  of 
putting  him  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Hol- 
well,  then  a  surgeon  $  a  circumstance 
which  naturally  contributed  to  enlarge 
his  mind. 

Young  Weston  served  the  whole  time 
of  bis  engagement,  and  then  attach- 
ed himself  to  his  patron  from  inclina* 
tion.  He  followed  him  once  to  Eu- 
rope, between  I J40  and  50. 

Mr.  Holwell's  abilities  having  raised 
him  from  the  practice  of  medicine  to 
the  highest  ranks  of  the  Civil  Service, 
Mr.  'Weston  was  also  induced  to 
change  his  pursuits. — Besides,  although 
ba  generally  applied  his  fortune,  when 
once  acquired,  more  to  the  use  of 
others  than  to  his  own,  he  seems  to 
have  been  early  impressed  with  an 
idea  of  the  necessity  of  acquiring  one  ; 
and, — "  what  could  1  expect,"  said 
he,  "  from  following  the  medical 
**  line,  when  I  saw  a  regular-bred 
''  aurgeon,  and  so  clever  a  man  as  Mr. 
*'  Hoi  well,  charge  no  more  in  his  bills 
**  than  fifty  rupees  for  three  months 
"  medicine  and  attendance?"  He 
tnerefore  applied  himself  to  book- 
keeping. 

He  served  as  a  milltia-man,  in  the 
Old  Fort,  in.  iJSd,  but,  fortunately 
for  the  many  necessitous  whom  he  lived 
afterwards  to  assist,  he  was  sent  to 
look  after  Mr.  Holwell's  baggage- 
boats  the  day  before  the  fort  surren- 
dered. Had  it  been  otherwise.  It  is 
not  probable,  that  his  rather  weak 
frame  could  have  resisted  the  hard- 
ships of  the  black  hole. 

Mr.  Weston,  after  that  sad  event, 
hastened  to  Chinsurah,  where  he  had 
sent  his  wife  and  children.  A.Mr. 
Finley,  an  Irish  gentleman,  settled  at 
Chandernagoi*e  in  a  house  on  the  other 
side  of  the  burying-ground,  saw  him 
running  bare-footed  ;  and,  having  in*- 
formed  himself  of  his  situation,  took 
care  of  him  until  the  return  of  Mr. 
Holwell  fronx^.MiX2rshedabad. 

Xhiscirctimstance  is  worth  inention- 


ingibecause  Mr. Weston's  often  relating 
it  gives  some  reason  to  suppose,  that 
the  kindness  which  he  thus  experi- 
enced in  his  youth,  and  at  so  proper 
a  time,  from  a  mere  stranger,  niade  a 
deep  impression  on  him,  and  served  to 
develope  that  love  towards  all  bis  fel- 
low-creatures, for  which  he  became 
afterwards  so  conspicuous. 

Mr.  Weston  often  afiSrmed  that  the 
subsequent  release  of  Mr.  Holwdl 
from  fetters  and  imprisonment  was 
owing  to  the  intercession  of  the  Na- 
bob's wives',  instigated  by  the  nativ« 
of  Calcutta,  with  whom  Mr*  HolweH 
had  made  himself  extremely  popular, 
by  the  manner  in  which  be  had  dis- 
charged the  functions  of  the  Zemin- 
daree. 

At  the  time  of  his  leaving  India, 
Mr.  Holwell  made  a  present  to  Mr. 
Weston  of  2,000  Rs.  and  lent  him 
5,000  ;  the  slender  capital  of  his  sub- 
sequent large  acquirements,  and  the 
thriving  fund  of  his  extensive  charities. 
Mr.  Weston  but  seldom  ventured  upoc 
commercial  speculation,  but  made  b» 
fortune  in  the  business  of  agency.  A 
gentleman  now  living,  and  who  has 
known  him  these  forty  years,  says,  thsl 
at  the  very  commencement  of  their 
acquaintance,  Mr.  Weston  was  alreadj 
in  the  habit  of  granting  pensions  to 
the  poor,  and  that  he  began  to  do  so, 
when  administrator  to  the  estate  of  a 
Portuguese  merchant,  who  bad  lefi  i 
considerable  sum  for  the  same  pqrpose. 
On  the  same  authority,  it  is  asserted 
that  Mr.  Weston  used,  even  then,  to 
entertain  bis  friends  regularly,  oiKeor 
twice  a  week,  a  custom  which  be 
followed  so  constantly,  that,  even  oa 
the  day  of  his  death,  twenty-fi>ur  per- 
sons had  been  invited  4o  his  table. 

Mr.  Weston  saw  all  his  four  daogb- 
ters,  (on  whom  he  had,  at  tbeir  mar- 
>riage,  bestowed  nrKMt  liberal  8ettl^ 
ments,)  perish  in  the  prinoe  of  li^ 
His  only  son,  who  survives  him,  lost 
his  mental  faculties,  a  little  time  aftec 
his  return  from  Europe,  where  nothifl^ 
had  been  spared  for  bis  education 
And  his  wife  has  also  preceded  bia 
to  the  grave.  Mr.  Weston  met  these 
misfortunes  with  fortitude. 
He  laboured  at  pne  period  oC^ 
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'  life,  for  seven  yearSi  under  an  asthma- 
tic complaint,  of  which  be  was  cured 
by  the  use  of  Ipeca,  and  by  removing 
to  the  counfry,  where  he  passed  the 
thirty  last  years  of  his  life.  About 
1782,  he  retired  from  business;  and 
never  afterwards  was  once  tempted  to 
add  any  thing  to  his  fortune,  even  by 
the  simple  accumulation  of  interest; 
but  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life 
to  social  enjoyments,  and  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor. 

His  manner  of  disposing  of  his  riches 
was  invariably  thus.  The  profits  of 
the  Tiretta  bazar  he  applied  to  bis  own 
expences.  The  rest  of  his  fortune 
had  been  invested  in  Company's  paper, 
and  of  that  the  whole  interest  was  dis- 
tribuicd  in  monthly  allowances  to  the 
indigent  of  all  nations,  classes,  and 
religions,  without  distinction. 

Mr.  Holwell  found  hi msejf  reduced, 
in  old  age,  to  apply  to  his  pupil's 
friendship  and  generosity;  and  Mr. 
Weston  tendered  him,  for  the  last 
twelve  years  of  his  life,  the  assistance 
which  that  great  man  had  so  well  de- 
served from  his  country.  This  fact, 
which  would  not  have  disgraced  the 
account  given  of  Mr.  Hblwell  in  the 
Asiatic  Register  of  98-9,  is  now  men- 
tioned alitiost  for  the  first  time. 

Although  he  was  a  kind  friend,  and 
was  fond  of  rendering  little  services  to 
all  his  acquaintances,  he  confined  his 
bounty  to  the  necessitous  only ;  and 
in  order  to  be  less  deceived  on  that 
score,  he  had  made  to  himself  a  rule, 
from  which  he  seldom  deviated,  not  to 
grant  pensions  of  above  30  Rs.  per 
inonth^. 

His  last  illness  began  in  September ; 
and  he  passed  through  the  painful 
stages  of  it  with  unshaken  resignation. 
So  far  back  as  October,  bm  had  separated 
himself  from  all  kinds  of  business,  and 
kept  himself  in  readiness  for  his  final 
departure.  He  left  a  lac  of  rupees  by 
will,  as  a  fund  for  the  poor^  but,  un- 
like so  many  who  never  think  of  part- 
ing with  any  part  of  their  money  but 
at  their  deaths  his  last  and  easiest  act 


of  charity  falls  much  short  of  those 
which  he  performed  when  alive, 

Humanity,  mildness,  patience, 
cheerfulness,  candour,  activity,  sense, 
and  firmness  (partaking  at  times  of  in- 
flexibility,) made  up  his  character, 
which  was  as  consistent  as  any  hitherto 
known.  Exposed  often  to  iroportuaity 
arid  artifice,  he  knew  how  to  resist  the 
one  and  to  see  through  and  defeat  the 
other.  Although  his  stock  of  infor- 
mation was  more  derived  from  busi- 
ness than  from  any  other  source,  he 
possessed,  in  a  high  degree,  the  art  of 
conversation ;  and  his  manners,  though 
unadorned  by  early  education,  had 
received  from  his  excellent  understand- 
ing and  heart,  a  polish  which  ficted 
him  for  the  best  circles.  His  eccen- 
tric simplicity,  management  of  his 
health,  skill  and  temper  in  diversifying 
his  pleasures,  u  ould  have  done  honour 
to  a  philosopher.  In  short,  his  address 
must  have  been  uncommon,  who, 
though  possessed  of  every  thing  that 
is  envied,  coufd  spin  out  a  life  of  J8 
years,  without  creating  a  single  enemy, 
and  could  be  at  once  expensive,  rich, 
and  happy  ; — such  a  long  course  .of 
worldly  experience  never  inducing  him 
to  restrain  his  inexhaustible  b^evo- 
lence. 

It  was  difficult  to  live  within  the 
sphere  of  this  man,  without  sooner  or 
later  benefiting  by  it.  There  is  not 
the  least  doubt  of  this  simple  tale 
meeting  with  the  assent  of  the  many 
who  knew  him  ;  and  it  may  be  repeat- 
ed by  some  in  a  manner  more  worthy 
of  the  subject.  The  propriety  of  our  ad- 
miration for  the  brilliant  achievements 
of  Warriors  and  Statesmen  is  still  pro- 
blematical with  the  thinking  part  of 
mankind  ;  but,  all  men  will  concur  in 
the  praise  of  a  man,  who  waU^ed  in  the 
private  paths  of  life,  to  the  aovantage  of 
numbers,  to  the  annoyance  of  none  ; 
and  who,  in  the  particular  mode  of  con- 
duct he  adopted,  has  left  an  example 
which  he  had  recei\ed  from  no  one, 
nd  which  it  must  be  the  wish  of  so- 
ciety  at  large  to  see  imitated. 
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MR.  JOHN  ANDREWS: 

P'Hts  exhpiordinary  character  conid  not  be  placed  in  a  more  striking  oppositi^m,  tJna  a 
contrast  with  the  last.  The  one  is  exliibited  as  an  incentive  to  hnitation,  the  other "^u 
object  to  be  shunned.  Each  may  act,  though  in  a  dilTerent  way,  equally  beneficial  t» 
the  navigator  in  tlie  wide  and  perilous  ocean  of  life ;  either  as  a  sea-mark  to  guide  hin 
an  safety  to  the  haven  of  bis  hope,  or  a  beacon  to  warn  him  against  the  danger  of  the 
tunkeo  and  treacherous  shoal.] 


Mr.  J.  Andrews,  who  lately  died  at 
his  villa  at  Russapuglab,  Dear  Calcatta, 
was  a  gentleman,  though  onadorned 
with  the  accomplisbmei.ts  of  nature  or 
art,  though  somewhat  rugged  both  in 
the  interior  and  exterior  man,  though 
claiming  no  eulogium  for  those  virtues, 
that  commonly  make  the  priucipal 
£gare  in  po^itburoous  commemoration, 
yet  demancling  a  short  notice,  that 
ntay  be  made  perhaps,  usefully  to 
supply  somewhat  more  than  the  mere 
record  of  the  date  of  bis  exit  from  the 
drama  of  life.  In  contemplating  his 
worldly  career,  we  may  discern  the 
good  effects  of  industry,  perseverance, 
and  economy,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and, 
on  the  other,  the  vanity  of  riches,  and 
the  folly  of  their  accumubtion. 

Mr.  Andrews  went  to  Calcutta, 
nearlv  half  a  century  ago,  it^  tbe  hum- 
ble character  of  a  recruit  for  the  ho- 
nourable company's  ^rmy.  His  educa- 
tion had  been  so  much  neglected,  that 
he  could  barely  read  or  write  his  native 
tongue  ;  but  stimulated  by  tbe  laudable 
desire  of  improvement,  be  applied  him- 
self to  the  study  of  English,  and  made 
a  competent  proticiency  in  that  bn- 
gu^e.  He  acquired  in  this  way,  an 
early  habit  of  reading,  which  was  ti)e 
chief  source  of  his  amusement  through 
life,  and  continued  till  the  day  of  his 
death.  After  tlie  period  of  bis  military 
service,  he  received  hi^  dii^cbarge ;  — 
Having  obtaioed  the  approbatiuu  of  his 
superior  otticers,  and  recommended 
himself  to  notice,  by  strict  sobriety, 
fidelity,  and  attention  to  his  duties,  he 
found  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  such  pe- 
cuniary aid.  as,  added  to  the  amount  of 
his  own  saving*?,  enabled  him  to  com- 
mence bookseller,  and  to  set  on  foot 
A  circulating  library,  the  first  institu- 
tion of  that  kind  established  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Caj)e  of  Good  Hope. 
Mo  di*tiluu  g(^  tke  dutios  of  his  oaw 


vocation  with  credit  and  advantage  to 
himself,  and  with  general  satit>faccioQ 
to  his  subscribers  and  customers. 

By  close  attention  to  business,  and 
by  rigid  economy,  he  found  himself,  i.i 
the  course  of  a  lew  years,  possessed  oi 
a  competency,  upon  which,  about  the 
year  1789  he  retired  from  business; 
determined  to  pass  tbe  residue  of  his 
days  in  ease  and  domestic  peace.  Hut  ia 
the  acquisition  of  wealth  he  bad  nor- 
tured  a  passion,  that  was  to  disturt 
with  anxiety  and  care,  the  evening 
of  bis  life.  Instead  of  regarding 
wealth  as  the  instrument  of  happineci; 
as  the  means  of  discharging  those  do- 
ties,  and  fulfilling  those  propensities, 
which  form  the  only  rational  source  of 
human  pleasure,  and  which  render  tbs 
individual  useful  and  respectable  in  so- 
ciety, he  considered  tbe  aiere  posses- 
sion of  riches  as  the  summum  bonum,^ 
as  necessarily  bringing  with  it,  ail  that 
is  valuable  in  life  ;  and  that  in  posses- 
sion of  sufficient  wealth,  happiness 
necessarily  followed,  thus  unfortuuatelj 
mistaking  the  means  fbr  tlie  end. — 
Under  this  fatal  delusion,  to  save  and 
to  accumulate  engrossed  his  whole  at- 
tention }  and  this  prop^jniiiy^  like  all 
others,  gained  daily  force  by  habitual 
indulgence  J — to  part  with  money, 
however  small  the  sum.  was  viewed  ai 
the  most  painful  of  all  contingencies ; 
— the  discharge  of  his  pecuniary  en- 
gagen)enls  was  a  work  of  direful  dii- 
uc** ;  and  never  performed  when  it 
coulJ  be  conveniently  avoided  j .  ba 
would  readily  consent  to  allow  interest 
on  the  claims  of  a  creditor,  merely  to 
protract  the  day  that  was  to  take  but  a 
mite  from  his  useless  hoard  ;  and  ibe 
necessity  of  defraying  his  current  ex* 
pences,  tended  to  embitter  his  peace  ot 
mind,  in  proportion  as  it  iuterfeftd 
with  his  darling  scheme  of  accamols- 
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tion  i  from  the  same  cause,  the  per- 
formance of  those  duties  to  his  family 
and  relations,  that  required  the  expen- 
diture of  money,  were  deferred  or 
neglected. 

Mr.  Andrews,  like  most  other  men, 
who  makes  the  possession  of  wealth  the 
mean  of  their  own  unhappiness,  be- 
guiled himself  with  the  monstrous  be- 
lief that  the  day  would  yet  come, 
wheii  he  should  enter  upon  the  rational 
enjoyment  of  his  wealth,  when  he 
should  find  tit  occasion  to  dilate  in  the 
exercise  of  liberality,  and  to  ^ive  a 
scope  to  a  generous  feeling.  But  he 
expected  what,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
was  impossible  ; — to  him,  such  an  oc- 
casion could  never  arrive :  the  man  who 
is  haunted  with  the  fear  of  doing  good 
too  soon,  must  necessarily  be  shut  out 
from  the  opportunity. — But  in  truths 


bis  heart  bad  yielcled  to  the  natural 
effect  of  avarice,  and  had  long  been 
insensible  to  any  other  enjoyment  than 
the  morbid  pleasure  of  hoarding.  From 
these  views  we  may  contemplate  the 
death  of  Mr.  Andrews  with  advantage, 
not  merely  as  a  memento  mori,  but  as 
conveying  a  lesson  of  practical  utility, 
since  it  shews  the  misery  inseparably 
connected  with  avarice,  and  the  folly 
of  husbanding  up  the  designs  of  bene« 
volence  for  some  future  and  more  fit- 
ting opportunities  j  it  shews,  too,  the 
true  means  of  attaining  happiness,  bj 
doing  good  in  the  day  that  is  before  us, 
not  trusting  to  future  seasons,  and  fu- 
ture good  intentions,  which  fate  may 
put  beyond  our  reach,  or  our  weakly 
constitution,  influenced  by  counterac- 
tive passions  and  impressions,  may  un- 
happily contravene. 


THE  PRINCESS  AETOCKOE. 


Some  particulars  of  this  interesting 
personage,  and  her  English  husband, 
were  submitted  to  the  reader  in  the  last 
volume  of  the  Register,  from  which  he 
will  have  learnt  that  she  was  conveyed, 
by  the  treachery  of  a  British  captain,  it  is 
related  with  shame,  from  her  father's 
island,  (New  Zealand)  to  Sooloo,  Ma- 
lacca, and  subsequently  lo  Calcutta. 
At  the  latter  place  she  received  the 
most  kind  and  tender  treatment  from 
the  Governor- General  of  India,  and 
was  admitted,  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion, to  the  hospitalities  of  his  palace  ; 
and  all  honest  arts,  which  a  liberal 
policy  could  suggest,  were  used  to  re- 
move from  her  mind  the  imprf^siMiis 
of  disgust  ijl  n»ipln  be  suppo'-ed  to  li.ne 
received  against  fhe  national  chuacirr, 
from  the  unfe'^iing  and  unprincipled 
conduct  of  an  individual. 

It  was  to  be  hoped,  that  these  atten- 
tions would  have  entirely  effaced  the 
remembrance  of  preceding  injuries,  and 
bave  changed  the  sentiments  with  which 
she  commenced  her  commerce  with  a 
new  community — owning  the  same 
N  orginal  character  with  her  husband, 
though  shewing  themselves,  io  their 


earliest  appearances,  in  a  most  unfa* 
vourable  point  of  view.  It  was  to  be 
expected  that  her  first  confidence  would 
have  been  restored,  and  that  her  ulti- 
mate good  report  would  have  entirely 
reconciled  the  king  and  his  people,  to  the 
mercantile  adventurers  of  our  country  j 
thougl;  the  advantages  of  commerce  are 
always  to  be  regarded,  but  as  a  remote 
consideration,  when  weighed  against 
the  national  reputation,  which  distin- 
guishes and  gives  not  only  a  passport  but 
a  facility  to  all  commercial  intercourse. 
It  is  to  be  lamented,  not  that  these 
humane  and  conciliatory  arts  were 
used,  which  in  the  act  of  service  pay 
themselves,  but  that  they  have  unfor- 
tunately failed,  from  an  event  beyond 
human  controul,  at  once  disastrous  to 
those  who  employed,  and  calamitous  to 
the  object  of  them.  It  would  appear, 
from  late  accounts  from  New  Holland, 
that  this  ill  fated  personage,  after  hav- 
ing approached,  almost  to  the  thres- 
hold as  it  were,  of  her  home,  was  cpt 
off  from  the  sight  of  her  nearest  ft  lends, 
ardently  and  aflfectionately  anticipated, 
and  in  the  very  instant  of  being  en- 
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joyed,  by  sudden  and  rapid  digease ; 
leaving  behind  her  a  solace  to  her 
husband,  and  the  means  of  peace  and 
reconciliation  with  her  injured  father, 
in  the  first  fruit  of  her  raarriage^a 
new  born  and  thriving  child. 

The  Sydney  Gazette  thus  notices 
the  unhappy  event  of  her  death. 

"  Died,  on  Sunday  morning  last, 
at  four  o'clock,  at  the  house  of  Francis 
M'Kuan,  in  Sydney,  a  princess  of  New 
Zealand,  and  daughter  of  Tip-pahee, 
whose  first  name  was  Atahoe,  but 
which  at  the  age  of  14  was  changed  to 
that  of  Mary  Bruce,  by  her  marriage 
with  an  European  of  that  name,  who 
had  resided  several  years  in  hsr  father's 
dominions,  fromwhencehe  went  to  In- 
dia in  the  General  Wellesley,  accompa- 
nied by  his  Voyal  bride.  From  India,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bruce  arrived  lately  here,  in 
the  Union,    on  their  return  to  New 


Zealand,  for  the  valuable  purpose  of 
collecting  and  cultivating  the  flax,  to 
which  that  soil  is  so  extremely  favour- 
able ;  at  the  same  time  the  no  less  es* 
sential  object  was  in  view  of  improving 
the  good  understanding,  that  has  hi- 
therto subsisted  between  our  whalers 
and  the  native  chiefs,  which  may  here- 
after prove  of  considerable  interest  to 
this  colony.  In  this  intention,  Mr. 
Bruce  has  been  encouraged  by  \ht 
countenance  of  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor, and  the  aid  of  several  gentlemen 
of  character  and  opulence,  whose  minds 
are  capable  of  speculating  on  an  univer* 
sal,  rather  than  on  a  private  beoelit  5 
and  that  their  united  efforts  may  be- 
come successful,  is  most  sincerely  to 
be  wished.  The  deceased  princess  has 
left  a  fine  infant,  which  Mr.  Bruce  in- 
tends to  take  with  him  in  the  Expert* 
meat." 
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Suggested  Improvement  in  the  Dispensation  of  the  Laws  among  the  Native 
Subjects  of  India. 

[The  following  pnper  is  the  lubjt  ct  of  a  note  in  Colonel  Wilkes's  Historical  Sketclus 
of  the.  S^uth  qf  India,  a  brief  account  of  which  will  be  found,  under  the  appropriate 
head,  in  the  present  volume  of  the  Register. — The  general  reader  will  collect,  even 
from  these  detached  and  desoltory  remarks,  much  knowledge  of  the  native  character^ 
and  the  spirit  of  the  native  law,  and  some  nseful  information  of  the  effect  of  the  judicial 
system  now  acted  on  in  India,  and  of  its  apparent  incompetency  to  its  end ;  and  will, 
moreover,  receive  many  valuable  bints,  founded  on  great  experience,  and  due  and  grave 
consideration,  for  the  amendment  of  the  course  of  administering  the  peculiar  laws  of  tlie 
natives. — ^The  Editor  has  the  same  respect  with  the  author  for  tlie  Hindoo  Code,  and  the 
same  abhorrence  of  an  affected  profession  of  regarding  it,  while  a  practice  is  observed 
directly  repugnant  with  the  principle  of  such  profession  ;  and  if  he  differ  in  any  thing, 
it  is  in  that  he  considers  it  open  to  the  legislative  authority,  as  applicable  to  India,  to 
mpply  what  is  deficient  in  the  Hindoo  Lai^s,  from  the  progressive  state  of  society ;  or 
in  the  forms  that  may  be  requisite,  from  practical  inconvenience  discovered  in  the 
exercise  of  them,  to  give  full  effect  to  their  provisions.  But  in  no  instance  would  he 
inlerfere  witli  the  laws,  where  they  are  efficient  and  mandatory;  or  with  the  practice 
ivhere  it  is  definite  and  operative :  he  would  not  touch  with  a  profane  hand  any  part  of 
institutions,'  which  are  regarded  as  of  sacred  and  divine  origin.] 

Dp  the  actual  system  for  the  adniinis-  jects  in  all  the  rights  which  they  them- 

tration  of  justice  to  the  native  subjects  selves  consider  to  be  essential  to  their 

3f  firiiish  India,  I  wish  to  speak  with  happiiiess^  is  certainly  the  most  sacred 

espect,  because  it  originated  and  has  and  imperious  of  all  our  duties  ;  and 

xea   continued  in  the  purest  inten-  it  ^s  on  this  express  ground  that  Our 

ions.    On  the  political  question  I  pre*  present  regulations,    considered  as   a 

aime  to  risk  but  one  short  observation,  system  of  jurisprudence  for  the  south 

[t  is  impossible  to  separate  the  political  of  India,   appear  to  me  to  require  a 

endency  of  laws  from  the  genius  of  radical  reform. 

be  government  from  which  they  ema-       To  apply  the  criminal  law  ofArahia, 

lare.     The  Spirit  of  the  English  con-  the  most  defective  on  earth,  and  the 

ititution  assigns  to  the  mass  of  the  peo*  least  capable  of  correction,  to  the  Hin- 

)le  an  extensive  controul    over    the  doo  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  under 

exercise    of    public    authority  5    and  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George,  it 

leenis  the  executive  government  to  be  just  not  quite  so  absurd  as  to  import 

he  representative  of  the  public  will,  the  criminal  law  of  Japan.     If  it  were 

This  spirit  pervades  the  whole  body  of  even  admitted  that  the  principles  of  the 

tslaws;  these  laws  necessarily  reflect  Aora/z  are  more  susceptible  of  improve- 

)ack,    and  re-prodoce  the  principles  ment  than  the  law  of  ttie  Hindoos, 

rom  which  they  spring  :    and  it  is  the  absurdity  would  still  remain  of 

natter  for  grave  reflection,  that  if  this  governing  that    people  by  a  foreign 

pecies  of  re-action   should   ever   be  bad  code,    when  we  may  with  equal 

iroduced  in  India,  from  that  moment  facility  govern  them  by  a  foreign  good 

t  is  lost  to  this>country  for  ever.    The  code,  namely,  the  English  law,  whicb^ 

fficient  protection  of  oar  native  sub-  even  in  point  of  prescript ioD>^  had  a 

*  llie  first  estaUisbnenti  of  the  EDglish  on  the  eaatem  coast  of  tb»  peniosala  wero  at 
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local  exiiteoce  befpra  Ibe  Kourse  of 
Mob^romedan  conquest,  and  Monam- 
medan  law,  bad  yet  reached  the  plains 
of  Coroaiandel. 

In  the  dvH  code  we  profess  to  admi- 
otster  justice  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  parties.     This  subject  requiras  a 
more  ample  disca^ion  than  can   be 
given  in  the  compass  of  a  note.     The 
essential  nature  and  objects  of  justice 
are  every  where  uniform  :  the  end  is 
the  same>  the  means  are  various.    The 
principles  of  law  in  different  countries 
*    do  not  materially  vary  ;  particular  laws 
or  regulations  consist  le&s  in  declaring 
principles,  than  in  applying  them  to 
existing  customs,  and  not  unfrequenily 
in  a  bare  enunciation  of  the  forms  of 
legal  proceeding.     With  a  people  like 
the  Hindoos,  among  whom  religion, 
and  law,  and  the  forms  of  legal  pro- 
ceeding, are  all  of  equal  sanctity,  and 
considered  to  have  the  same  divine 
origin,    tlie  substitution  of  the  forms 
of  Westminster  Hall  for  the  forms  pre- 
scribed in  their  sacred  codes,  or  ren- 
dered equally  venerable  by  immemorial 
usages,  if  not  a  subversion  of  an  impor- 
tant part  of  their  legal  system,  is  at 
least  a  violation  of  customs  which  we 
profess  to  respect.      Principles  in  all 
countries  are  understoood  by  a  number 
tofficiently  small ;  forms  by  every  one, 
anA  if  we  can  condescend  to  govern 
the  Hindoos  by  their  own  form^,  we 
may   (I  do  not  affirm  that  we  ought) 
correct  the  principles  of   their  law, 
without  its  being  generally  observed 
or  opposed.     But  holding   in  constant 
recollection  the  character  of  the  people 
to  be  governed,  ir  is  incontestible  that 
we  may  intioduce  Mohammedan  or 
English  law,  both,  or  cither,  directly, 
or  covertly,  without   the  most  distant 
chance   of   any  influence,  immediate 
or  remote,  in  meliorating  the  morals 
of  the  people,  or  changing  their  opi- 
nions, in  any  other  way  than  that  of 
producing  disgust  at  our  rule. 

Exclusively  of  forms,    I   fear  that 
some  fundamental  errors  of  principle 


have  been  committed.    Imprisonnaeot 
for  debts,  for  example,  which  is  consi- 
dered by  all  philosophical  reasooen  as 
one  of  the  most  defective  institdtioos 
of  European  jurisprudence,  is  unknown 
to  the  ancient  codes,  or  the  common 
law  of  the  south  of  India,  and  is  re- 
pugnant to  all  the  habits  which  so  pe- 
culiarly separate  that  race  from  the  rest 
of  mankind.  But  this  terrible  and  most 
offensive  innovation   has   been   intro- 
duced into  the  English  civil  code^wbkh 
professes  to    govern   the   Hindoos  by 
theirown  lawK.  The  distinction  of  casts 
which  is  absolutely  the  key -stone  ofHin- 
doo  law   has  unfortunately  either  not 
been  recognized  at  all  in  our  laws  and 
regulations,  or  indirectly  treated  with 
contempt ;   thus  insulting  the  higher, 
without  gratifying  the  lower  classes  ; 
and,  added  to  the  novelty  of  our  forms, 
excitiug  in  both  tl)e  apprehension  of  far- 
ther change.      It  would  be  nbsnrdaod 
unjust  to  impute  to  the  authors  of  this 
system   the   intention  of  proselytism  j 
and  it   can  only   be  lamented,  that  it 
has  contributed,  among  other  causes, 
te  produce  the  belief  of  such  an  inten- 
tion.    But  if,  as  some  publications f> 
give  reason  to  believe,  such  views  bava 
really  been  entertained  by  other  per- 
sons, it  will   be  incumbent  on  sober 
thinkers  seriously  to  consider  that,  ex- 
clusively of   the  excess  of  viiiouary 
folly,  it  is  a  mo«t  unmanly,  ungenerous, 
and  unchristian  deception,  to  veil   this 
object  under  the  pretext   of  respecting 
the  civil  and  religious  customs  and  pre- 
judices of  the  people  ;  for  all  their  pre- 
judices, all  their  opinions,  and  all  their 
customs,  from  the  most  trifling  to  the 
most  important,  are  absolutely  incor- 
porated with  their  religion,  and  ought 
bII  to  be  held  sacred. 

The  founder  of  a  philosophical  Uto- 
pia would  certainly  reject  with  abhor- 
rence a  system  which  tends  to  enslave 
the  human  mind,  and  to  entail  heredi- 
tary degradation  on  a  large  portion  of 
its  citizens.    But  we  are  not  here  dts- 


Masljlipatam  and  Armagon  ;  the  latter  was  fonnded  in  1726.  Tlie  fir>t  grant  from  Srw 
Fnnq  Kayce  of  territory  at  Madias  h  dated  in  1659.  The  first  itivasion  of  the  territory 
BOW  improperlv  named  tlie  Carnatic,  by  the  Mohammedan  forces,  of  Yeyapoor  andGol- 
conda^  occuired  in  1646. 

•  The  reader  who  may  desire  farther  information  regardinfc  theae  Tiews,  will  find  tht* 
^escribed  and  discussed  in  the  Edinburgh  Eeview^  vol.  xii.  p.  151. 
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cussing  a  specalalire  theory.    The  ob- 
jects in  onr  contemplation  are  not  me- 
taphysical entities  to  be  moulded  into 
ideal  forms  ;  but  human  t>eings,  already 
fixed  in  stubborn  and  immoveable  pre- 
judices, to  wl  icb   any  system  founded 
in  wisdom  and  humanity  must  neces- 
sarily conform.     It  is  not  the  question, 
it  never  can   be  a  question,  whether 
the  English  or  Hindoo  code  of  religion 
and  jurisprudence  be  entitled  to  the 
preference  ;  but  whether  the  Hindoo 
liw  and  religion,  for  they  are  one  and 
the  same,  are,  or  are  nor,  to  b«  main- 
tained, or  whether  we  are  at  liberty 
to  invade  both.     If  we  profess  to  go- 
vern the  Hindoos  by  their  own  laws, 
let"  us   not  falsify  that  profession   by 
tearing  them  up  by  the   roots  on  the 
pretence   of   pruning    and  amending 
them«    They  are  no  longer  Hindoo  if 
they  are  subject  to  innovation.     Before 
quilting  this  branch  of  the  subject,  it 
may  be  useful  (for  the  sake  of  illustra- 
tion) to  examine  the  reasonableness  of 
interfering  with  the  most  exceptionable 
of  all  their  institutions.     It  has  been 
thought  an  abomination  not  to  be  tole- 
rated,  that  a  widow  should  immolate 
herself  on  the  funeral   pile  of  her  de- 
ceased husband.     But  what  judgment 
should  we  pronounce  on   the  Hindoo, 
who  (if  any  of  our  institutions  admit- 
ed  the  parallel)  sho\\\d furcit/y  pretend 
to  stand  between  a  Chrisiiau  and  the 
hope  of  eternal   salvation  ?  And  shall 
we  not  hold  him  to  be  a  driveller  in 
politics  and  morals,  a  fanatic  in  religion, 
and  a  pretender    in  humanity,    who 
should  forcibly  wrest  this  hope  from 
the  Hindoo  widow  ?    To  return  to  the 
question  of  cast.     To  equalize  them 
is  impossible  ;  to  attempt  it,  offensive 
bv^nrv'  ill  endurance   to   tho^e   whom 
V.C  Uinild  e.xalt,  a-^  well  as  to  thoSe 
wiiom   we  would  debase ;  and  if  we 
possessed  the  power,    to  exercise  it 
would  be  a  gross  and  intolerable  op- 
pression.   1  hat  our  regulations,  where 
they  do  extend,  and   where  they  have 
not  yet  reached,  are  considered  with 
terror  as  the  instruments  of  a  foreign 
role,  and  that   the    Hindoos  neither 
do  Qor  can  feel  that  they  are  governed 


by  their  own  la^rs,  seems  to  have  been 
distinctly  foreseen  by  the  able  and 
learned  officer*  who  aided  in  the  first 
compilation  of  the  judicial  regulations 
of  Fort  St.  George.  In  a  preliminary  , 
report  he  deprecates  the  idea  of  sudden 
innovation,  and  observes,  "  that  the 
system  ought  rather  to  grow  out  of 
the  first  germ,  than  start  at  once,  full 
grown,  like  Minerva  from  the  head  of 
Jupiter,  shaking  a  lance  and  afgis  at 
the  astonished  native.  They  will  rise 
gradually,  as  the  best  laws  have  done^ 
out  of  the  manners  and  habits  of  the 
people,  meliorating  and  reflecting  back 
the  principles  they  have  derived  from 
them.*' 

In  framing  a  new  and  full  grown 
system  (since,  however, -exceedingly 
enlarged),  the  excellent  and  able  men 
who  were  employed  naturally  referred 
to  the  sy«tem  of  jurisprudence  which 
we  are  all  hnbituateii  to  revere,  for 
their  rules,  their  forms,  and  modes  of 
proceeding,  down  in  many  instances 
to  the  very  technical  terms.  Fixed 
judges  and  magistrates  have  been  es- 
tabli^ihed,  and  courts  of  appeal,  of 
circuit,  and  gaol  delivery,  with  all 
their  English  appendages;  and  a  su- 
perior Hindoo  court,  with  a  Perso- 
Arabic  title,  administered  by  English- 
men ;  and  it  has  already  become  a 
ditficult  study  to  be  able  to  understand 
the  voluminous  code  which  has  been 
framed.  Of  all  this  I  should  wish 
to  speak  with  reverence  ;  but  really  an 
enormous  amount  of  technical  labour  ; 
and  skill,  and  expence,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  most  re8|>cctable  talents,  ter- 
minates in  performing  the  proposed 
operation  very  ill,  or  not  at  all  :  the 
component  parts  are  clogged  by  their 
own  complexity  and  misapplication, 
the  machinery  of  an  Arnold's  chro- 
nometer has  been  applied  to  perform 
the  work  of  a  smoke  jack. 

If  Anglo-Indian  legislatures  would 
throw  offa  little  of  that  which  they 
somewhat  too  largely  ascribe  to  the 
natives  of  Ind'a,  namely  the  prejudice 
of  education,  they  would  find  the 
rules  of  proceeding  prescribed  by  the 
Hindoo  code,  (with  all  its  numerous 


*  The  Jodge  Advocate  General,  M^or  Leith. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


45$. 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810-11; 


iroperfepiioDS  on  itt  head),  combined 
vitb  the  local  costoaas,  or  common 
law  of  India,  not  ill  adapted  to  the 
»tate  of  tociet/,  to  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  apply  ;  and  in  the  Panchaiet 
or  Indian  Jury,*  which  is  (or  rather 
was)  universally  established  in  the 
south  as  the  cooimop  law  of  (he  land, 
an  admirable  instrument  of  practical 
decision.  The  Hindoo  character,  like 
all  others,  is  of  a  mixed  nature,  but 
it  is  composed  of  strange  and  contra- 
dictory elements.  The  man  who  may 
be  safely  trusted  for  uniformly  unfold- 
ing the  whole  truth  to  an  European, 
in  whom  he  reposes  confidence,  may 
be  expected  to  equivocate,  and  even 
to  contradict  every  word  he  has  said, 
if'  called  on  to  repeat  it  in  presence  of 
a  third  person  whom  he  either  fears 
or  suspects  ;  and  in  one  of  these  de- 
scriptions he  usually  includes  all  stran- 
gers. The  same  description  of  a  man, 
sometimes  the  same  individual,  who 
from  pique,  and  often  without  any  in- 
tcflltgible  motive,  will  perjuret  himself 
without  shame  or  compunction  at  a 
public  trial,  is  faithful,  kind,  and  re- 
spectable in  the  intercourse  of  society  ; 
a^d  the  single  but  notorious  fact  of 
habitual  lending  and  borrowing  of 
money  and  effects,  among  the  husband- 
li^en,  without  bond,  or  note,  or  wit- 
Dcss,  abundantly  proves,  that  this  peo- 
ple, apparently  so  destitute  of  morals  in 
one  view  of  their  character,  are  in 
another  habitually  honest  and  true  in 
their  dealings ;  that  they  mutually 
trust  and  deserve  to  be  trusted.  The 
more  intimately  they  are  known,  the 
more  favourable  is  the  judgment  of 
every  good  and  humane  European  on 
the  character  of  this  interesting  people ; 
but  fully  to  understand  them,  requires 
to  have  lived  and  been  educated  among 

•An  institation  so  entirely  neglected  ormisnndertitood,  thatlbeliere  its  existence  is  now, 
foik  Die  first  time,  presented  to  the  notice  of  the  English  pnblic. 

t  Tlie  branch  oi  Hindoo  law  which  refers  to  this  object  is  dreadAiUy  objecttonable, 
but  the  practical  nilcs  of  evidence  are  calculated  to  correct  i^.  I  feci  tlmt  the  reproacli 
of  £n;;li>lj  prejiidic*  applies  in  a  certain  degree  to  some  of  my  observations  on  this  snb- 
jcct  in  lo04 :  and  I  regret  havim;  made  them  at  all,  because  they  have  been  misappre- 
hended ;  and  I  have  been  qiioted,*and  in  conrtsot  law,  for  what  Iluive  not  wntfetff. 

t  This  word  implies,  thattlie  conunhaumera,  or,  as  is  herd  denomiMted,  the^iirsf,  are 
Jive  in  number,  lliey  are  chosen,  as  in  England,  with  ngard  to  neight>ourhood,  and 
other  circumstances  serving  to  make  them  competent  and  impartial  judges  of  the  subiect 
matter  in  dispute,  and  of  the  parties  engaged  in  it.  The  institution  hai  do  other  daect, 
than  what  might  with  equal  justice  hie  charged  against  an  English  jury. 


them,  8f  one  of  themselves ;  and  I 
conscientiously  believe,  that  for  the 
purpose  of  discriminating  the  motives 
of  action,  and  the  chances  of  truth, 
in  the  evidence  of  such  a  people,  the 
mature  life  of  the  most  acute  and 
able  European  judge,  devoted  to  that 
single  object,  would  not  place  him  on 
a  level  with  an  intelligent  Hindoo  Pan- 
chayet. 

To  govern  Hindoos  in  reality,  and 
not  in  pretence,  by  their  own  laws  and 
customs,  civil  and  criminal,  would 
admii  of  extensive  aid  in  judges  and 
juries  (pfinchayels)  J  from  among  the 
natives  themselves^  checked  without 
material  danger  of  corruption,  by  a 
reduced  scale  of  European  coniroul. 
The  new  establishments  of  police,  on 
which  large  sums  have  been  unneces- 
sarily expended,  might  be  entirely  re- 
trenched by  putting  io  activity  the  ad- 
mirable institution  of  village  officers, 
and  directing,  instead  of  attempting  to 
destroy,  this  excellent  instrument  of 
police  ;  of  which  I  speak,  not  from 
vague  tradition  of  what  it  has  been, 
but  from  a  close  observation  of  what 
It  is.  If  theory  required  that  the  ju- 
dicial functions  should  be  rendered 
distinct  from  the  fiscal,  it  seeo^ed 
equally  to  demand  the  separation  of 
the  duties  of  magistrate  and  judge, 
which  have  been  united  in  the  new 
system  with  the  most  obvious  practical 
inconvenience.  There  may  have  l>een 
a  real  propriety  in  preventing  the  fiscal 
officer  from  being  judge  in  a  contested 
case  of  fiscal  demand,  (although  we 
do  not  see  this  propriety  practically 
acknowledged  in  England)  but  beyonJ 
this  there  seems  to  have  been  little 
nece:>sity  for  the  cumbrous  establish- 
ments to  which  we  have  adverted. 
These  suggestions,  however  imperfect. 
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are  not  the  rcsalt  of  loose  or  solitary 
reJnarks,,but  the  consequence  of  de- 
liberate discussion,  with  some  of  the 
roost  able  and  efficient  instruments  of 
the  present  system,  of  a  careful  and 
vigilant  observation  of  the  conduct  and 
practical  opera  ion  of  a  Hindoo  court, 
which  has  been  established  within  the 


larft  five  years  at  Mysoor  ;  aiyLof  a 
coincidence  with  the  mature  judgment 
of  regular  English  lawyers,  free  from 
the  trammels  of  their  profession.  The 
names  of  some  of  these,  if  I  were  at 
liberty  to  adduce  them,  would  give 
irresistible  weight  to  the  opinions 
which  I  have  attempted  to  sketch. 


NisHUB  Bbheisiit  ;  or,  Canal  of  Paradise. 


Thb  laudable  anxiety  of  the  supreme 
Government  to  pronwiie  the  welfare  of 
the  extensive  and  populous  provinces 
committed  to  (heir  charge,  has  been 
attracted  to  the  restoration  of  the  cele- 
brated canal  of  All  Merdau  Khan, 
wjiicb  in  former  times  was  wont  to 
diffuse  salubrity  and  plenty,  over  the 
wide  (and  now  desolate)  tract  which 
extends  from  Delhi  to  Panniput. 
The  workmen  have  already  begun  to 
excavate  the  earth  and  other  rubbish, 
which  for  near  a  century  past,  have 
shut  out  from  this  canal  the  waters 
of  the  Jumna.  The  reader  will  per- 
haps be  better  able  to  appreciate  the 
irpportance  of  this  noble  undertakings 
whether  with  respect  to  it*  probable 
inflneoce  on  the  prosperity  of  the  ad- 
jacent countiies,  or  on  the  revenue  of 
the  slate,  when  he  shall  have  perused 
the  following  account  written,  in  J77^# 
of  the  original  work,  and  ofthecon« 
sequences  which  fpllowed  its  decay, 

•'  What  gave  the  greatest  lustre  and 
aplendour  to  the  new  city,  was  the 
successful  attempt  of  Ally  Merdan 
Khan,  a  Persian  Omrah  (the  same  who 
delivered  Candahar  into  Shah  Jehan's 
hands»)  who  undertook  to  bring  a 
canal  of  fresh  water,  to  run  through 
the  principal  streets  and  pans  of  the 
town,  by  a  cut  made  from  the  Jumna 
itself,  at  a  place  called  IMogulpore 
(about  60coss  from  D;.'ilu,)  where  the 
river  is  very  rapid,and  has  several  falls; 
and  this,  by  a  proper  management,  he 
soon  eiFocted.  Though  the  work  was 
not  done  with  that  elegance  and  soli- 
dity for  which  the  ancient  and  some  of 
ouf  modern  aqueducts  are  so  famous, 
yet  it  was  not  the  less  useful;  audit 
may  be  easily  conceived,  what  pleasure, 
iu  such  a  clknote  as  this,  and  in  a 


place  too  where  there  is  not  a  portable 
well,  the  sight  of  a  canal  of  e\ceU 
lent  water  must  afford,  running 
through  every  principal  street  of.  the 
town,  and  through  the  gardens  and 
housc>i  of  the  Omrahs  and  chief  inha- 
bitants. The  work  was  mostly  done 
with  earth,  and  therefore  required 
constant,  attendance  and  repair ;  but 
the  advantage  of  having  such  an  im- 
mense body  of  water  at  command, 
through  so  long  a  course  as  120  miles 
of  country,  amply  compensated  for 
every  expense,  and,  l)esides,  put 
yearly  a  considerable  sum  in  the  pocket 
of  the'Omrab  who  \\?A  the  superin- 
tendance  of  it.  The  ikst  of  any  note 
who  enjoyed  that  post  was  Sufder 
Jung,  father  of  the  late  Shujah  ul 
Dowlah ;  and,  it  is  asserted,  lie  clear- 
ed annually  25  lacs  of  rupees  by  it; 
which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  ;— the 
country  through  which  it  runs  being 
mostly  low,  and  the  canal  elevated 
above  it,  advantage  was  made  of  that 
circumstance  to  fertilize  and  water 
the  adjacent  parts,  by  only  opening 
small  cuts  in  different  places,  and  for 
a  time  only.  This  condescension  of 
the  Darogah  was  well  paid  for,  aiul 
the  produce  of  the  land,  amply  made 
np  the  extraordinary  expeoce  to  the 
farmer  and  zemindar,  who  had  in  the 
neighbouring  capital  a  certain  market 
for  as  much  grmn  or  fruits  as  they 
could  raise.  I'his  rendered  that  part 
of  the  Soubah  of  Delhi  highly  flourish- 
ing :  so  much  so,  that  many  towns, 
which  at  pre'^eut  do  not  bring  in  2000 
rupees  of  revenue,  affoided,  al  that 
time,  without  the  smallest  diffi- 
culty, a  lac  of  rupees  or  more 
yearly.  After  the  rebellion  of  Suf- 
der Jung,    the    canal  soon   went  to 


Digitized  by 


Google  ^ 


400 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1810-11. 


ruin  :  and  the  troableii  and  confli%ioD 
that  followed^  prevented  tLe  DcceMary 
attentions  being' paid  to  so  uneful  a 
work,  it  dried  up,  and  of  couise  the 
the  revenue  and  emoluments  along 
vriih  it.  About  15  years  ngo,  an 
attempt  was  made,  by  order  of  Ahmed 
Shah  Duranee,  to  repair  the  canal, 
which,  at  the  expense  of  a  lac  of 
rupees,    succeeded,     and    the    water 


came  to  the  gates  of  Delhi :  bat  ihm 
succeeding  troubles,  and  the  war 
with  the  Mahrattas,  engaged  too  modi 
of  Abdaliah's  attention,  to  permit  him 
to  think  any  more  of  the  matter ;  and 
the  canal  dried  again :  nor  has  any 
attempt  been  made  since,  though  tl:« 
thing  IS  very  practicabb,  and  might  \m 
done  at  a  small  expence.** 


ENGLISH  SPICE  PLANTATIONS. 


The  English  spice  plantations,  esta- 
blished on  the  island  of  Sumatra,  and 
which  are  now  to  be  regarded  as 
objects  of  national  imix>rtance,  claim- 
ing particular  attention,  at  this  time, 
as  upon  the  system  now  laid  down,  and 
the  measures  pursued  in  their  general 
plan,  cultivation,'  and  management, 
,  depends  the  question,  whether  Great 
Britain  shall  enjoy  a  secure  possession, 
or  a  precarious  participation  in  one  of 
the  most  valuable  branches  of  Asiatic 
commerce. 

The  accounts  from  Bencoolen, 
reaching  ro  the  end  ot  February,  1810, 
state  that  the  (SCJve  and  nutmeg  trees 
continue  to  prosj>er  ;  nd  that  the  rains 
which  hiyi  recently  fallen,  proved  bene- 
ficial to  the  plantations  as  well  as  the 
nurseries.  The  whole  stock  of  nut- 
meg trees  in  the  territory,  attached  to 
the  residency  of  Bencoolen,  amounts  to 
about  45,C00.  Although  this  number 
be  contemptible,  when  compared  with 
the  extensive  plantations  of  the  Dutch, 
they  present  a  satisfactory  prospect  of 
future  advantage  to  the  British  nation, 
if  the  cuhivalion  be  adequately  encou- 
raged. 

Of  the  above  number  of  nutmeg 
trees,  at  Bencoolen,  the  horjourable 
roinpany  possess  between  3  and  4000, 
the  Malays  have  about  f»)ur  thousand — 
the  remainder  are  the  property  of 
JiuropcaiJ  planters.  The  natives  can- 
not be  depended  upon  as  cultivators. 
Were  their  trees  within  one  district, 
a  single  village  of  Malays  might  ma- 
nage the  whole  j  but  as  it  is,  no  increase 
is  to  be  expected  from  them;  on  the 
contrary,  a  reduction  is  rather  to  be 
apprehended. 

By  some  of  the  accounts  that  have 
been   transmitted,  the  future  advan* 


tages  expected  from  this  field  of  indos- 
try,  appear  to  be  highly  estimated. 
The  planters  in  their  golden  dreams, 
appear  not  to  have  duly  considered 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  trees  are 
unproductive.  According  to  tbe  ex- 
perience of  an  intelligent  correspoudent, 
two  thirds  of  the  trees  at  least,  are 
barren  j  and  as  the  fiict,  whether  tbejr 
will  continue  barren,  cannot  be  disco- 
vered till  the  twelfth  or  fourteenth 
year ;  they  cannot  be  cut  down  at  an 
earlier  age,  without  the  danger  of  de- 
stroying a  fruitful  tree.  In  order  there- 
fore, to  secure  the  succession  of  45,000 
fruit-bearing  trees,  135,000  require  to 
be  planted  and  nursed,  for  12  or  14 
years. 

Unfortunately,  ihe  calculating  colti- 
vaiors,  who  employ  the  pen  more  than 
the  hoe ;  and  who,  lost  or  giddy  in  the 
contemplation  of  tbe  immense  wealth, 
apparently  but  a  short  distance  from 
their  grasp,  forgot,  that  although  the 
tree  in  the  language  of  Botany,  is 
termed  perennial,  its  fruit-bearing 
quality  is  of  short  duration,  for  it  will 
only  yield  well,  from  the  12th  to  the 
20th  year ;  and  generally  perishes  at 
the  age  of  24  years.  And  hence,  to 
secure  a  succession  of  45,000  fruit- 
bearing  trees,  when  the  first  crop  of 
135,000,  is  8  years  old,  135,000  more 
must  be  planted  at  that  time  ;  and  tbit 
operaiiou  must  be  repeated  every  8th 
year,  or  there  will  be  an  end  of  tbe 
nutmeg  plantations  5  they  will  die  a 
natural  death.  The  Dutch,  who  sel- 
dom introduced  arithmetic  into  the 
management  of  their  plantatitms, 
avoided  the  necessity  of  this  octennial 
operation^ — they  planted  tens  of  thou- 
sands every  year. 

With  respect  to  the  probable  pro* 
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dace  of  nutmegs,  let  os  allow  ta45,000 
bearing  trees,  ten  pounds  each,  every 
year,  the  sum  of  their  annual  produce 
will  be  450,000  pounds,  during  the 
leries  of  8  years,  that  they  are  in  fall 
bearriig;  one-third  of  that  quantity 
must  be  deducted,  on  account  of  theft 
by  servants,  unripe  or  blighted  fruit, 
and  loss  in  various  ways.  There  will 
then  remain  300,000lbs.  which  is 
about  the  quantity  that  the  Dutch  used 
to  dispose  of,  annually  at  their  sales, 
not  for  the  consumption  of  Europe, 
but  of  that  part  of  the  population  of 
Europe,  which  could  afford  to  pay 
.  from  fourpence  to  ninepence  for  a  fcln*> 
gle  nutmeg. 

In  like  manner,  the  .English  East 
India  company,  sold  in  one  year,  in 
two  divisions,  seventy  tworhousand  and 
forty  seven  pounds  of  nutmegs,  most 
of  which  were,  no  doubt,  consumed  in 
England,  yet  no  one  will  pretend  xo 
consider  that,  as  the  consumption  of 
the  British  Empire,  it  was  only  of  that 
part  of  its  population  that  could  afford 
to  use  nuttnegs,  at  the  extravagant 
price  of  6  peiice  or  8  pence  each  ; 
and  if  that  retail  price  were  doubled, 
the  al>ove  quantity  would  supply  all 
£urope}  if  trebled,  it  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  whole  world.  Experi- 
ence Las  long  since  proved,  that  the 
consumption  of  all  articles  of  luxury 
and  domestic  u^e,  is  regulated  by  its 
price. 

Unless  far  grentet  plantations  than 
are  yet  in  progress  be  established,  it  is 
not  possible  that  the  demand  for  the 
British  Empire  only,  can  be  supplied 
from  Bencoolen.  If  i\L  consumer  is 
to  pay  the  same  high  price  as  formerly, 
•f  what  t>eneiit  to  the  people  at  large, 
is  the  introduction  of  those  plants  to  a 
British  settlement  >  If  the  English 
farmer  must  continue  to  p^y  six  pence 
or  eight  pence  for  a  nutmeg,  it  is  a 
matter  of  total  indifference  to  him, 
whether  it  be  the  produce  of  Bencoolen 
or  Banda,  or  Nova  Zembla.  Increase 
your  cultivation,  so  as  materially  to  re- 
duce the  price  and  all  the  benefit  to 
be  expected  from  the  extinction  of  the 
monopoly  will  be  obtained  ;  then  mil* 
lions  will  find  a  lui^ury  brought  within 
their  reach,  from  which  hitherto  they 
kiv«  boaa  ik^K  Qi^t.    Are  ao/  of  U^ose 


calculators  prepared  to  say,  what  would 
be  the  extent  of  consumption  of  nut- 
megs in  the  British  Empire,  could  they 
be  procured  at  a  penny  or  two-peace 
each,  instead  of  the  high  price  occasion- 
ed by  the  monopoly  of  the  Dutch, 
which  precluded  from  a  comfort  the 
very  class  of  people  who  wanted  it 
most  ?  It  is  dif^cult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  calculate  the  increase  of  consump* 
tion  that  would  arise  from  such  a  re- 
duction in  the  price. 

Some  years  ago,  when  the  monopo- 
lies of  pepper  were  destroyed,  by  the 
introduc(i(in  of  ten  thousand  tons 
additional  annua)  produce  of  that  article, 
amoun-in^j  in  all  to  eighteen  rail- 
lions  of  pounds  5  even  thai  enor- 
mous quantity  was  not  found  to  be  too 
gieat.  Its  use  became  more  general, 
in  proportion  to  the  reduction  in  its 
price ; — it  fell  like  a  shower  on  all 
mankind,  and  millions  of  families,  who 
had  never  l>efore  known  the  taste  of 
pepper,  were  enabled  lo  indulge  in  its 
use.  The  same  thing  may  be  done 
with  the  nutmeg  mid  the  clove  ;  not  in- 
deed, with  the  pen,  but  with  the  spade ; 
not  by  calculating,  but  by  tjligging  the 
groond,  and  planting  and  rearing  the 
trees  J  in  this  wihy  one  acre  of  ground  at 
BenctKilen,  will  become  of  more  value 
than  an  hundred  acres  in  Bengal. 

The  Dutch,  at  this  moment,  have 
above  a  niillron  of  nutmeg  and  clove- 
tree-f.  The  English  may  have  as  many 
if  they  will  lake  the  trouble  to  raise 
them  J  and  for  the  due  care  even  of 
that  number,  not  more  cultivators 
would  be  required,  than  have  been 
employed  for  many  years,  in  raising  a 
tliousand  tons  of  pepi>er. 

There  is  now  an  end  of  all  monopoly 
in  the  growth  and  trade  of  spices  : 
beside  the  British  at  Bencoolen,  various 
independent  tribes  are  planting  them, 
and  trading  in  their  produce.  But  if 
in  the  haiuis  of  the  English,  this  branch 
of  cultivation  shdll  t>e  followed  up  with 
-  zeal,  intelligence,  and  liberal  encou- 
ragement, the  produce  may  be  so  in- 
creased, that  while  it  becomes  doubly 
advantageous,  it  will  at  the  same  time 
effectufUly  avert  the  danger  of  compe- 
tition, and  effect  tht:  .permanent  trans- 
fer  of  an  increasing  source  of  wealth  to 
Great  Britain.      This  however   will 
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depend  on  the  policy  parsaed  by  the 
different  states  that  may  become  rivals 
in  ihe  trade.  Yet  it  is  satisfactory  to 
know  that  the  advantages  at  present 


possessed,  by  the  English,  are  fodi, 
that  if  rightly  employed,  they  will 
defeat  every  attempt  at  knmedilate  or 
future  competition. 


ARTS  AND    MANUFACTURES,  &e.  &c. 


To  Messrs.  Gammidge  nnd  Saunders, 
at  Fulta,  near  Cakuita, 
Gbntlbmbn, 
We  have  great  pleasure  in  trending 
you  the  enclosed  testimony  to  the  good 
quality  aod  condition  of  the  contents 
of  a  cask  of  beef  cured  by  ywi.  and 
which  had  been  six  years  in  Bombay. 

The  gentlemen  who  did  Mr.  Forbes, 
the  favour  of  examining  them,  were 
requested  to  testify,  in  writing,  the 
opinion  they  unanimously  expressed, 
as  an  act  of  justice  to  you,  and  of  service 
to  the  public. 

We  have  on  these  grounds,  made 
■  the    circumstances    generally  known 
here,  and  you  are  at  liberty  to  make 
whatever  use  you  please  of  the  certifi- 
cate in  Calcutta. 

We  are,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Forbes  and  Co. 
We  the  undersigned,  were  present 
when  a  cask  of  Bengal  beef  was  opened 
at  Mr.  Forbes*s  house,  marked  O.  and 
S.  Briskets  and  Humps,  C.  Forbes, 
No  I . — ^The  cask,  Mr.  Forbes  declared, 
had  been  in  his  possession  for  the  long 
period  of  six  years,  having  been  sent 
found  to  him,  by  Mr.  Colin  Robert- 
ion  of  Calcutta,  per  ship  Upton  Castle, 
captain  Pavin;  the  meat  was  in  excel- 
lent pickle,  and  in  the  highest  state  of 
preservation,  without  the  least  taint: 
M  piece  of  the  meat  was  boiled  and 
fasted  by  us,  and  had  we  not  been  in- 
formed to  the  contrary,  we  should 
have  conceived  it  at  the  latest  to  ha?e 
been  of  the  last  year's  caring. 
Georob  Dundas, 
Comnar.  H.  M.  navy. 

W.T.  MOKRY, 

Sopt.  of  the  H.  C.  marine. 
T.  H.  Davies, 
Agent  contra,  victg.  H.  M.  navy. 
W.J.Hamilton, 
H.  C.  ouirixie. 
Bombay,  27ih  Fit.  1810. 


Having  exannned  the  above  men- 
tioned tierce  of  provisions,  I  hereby 
certify,  that  it  is  the  same,  as  was 
brought  round  by  me  from  CalcaUa 
on  board  the  Upton  Castle  for  Mr. 
Forbes,  being  one  of  three  casks  sent 
by  Mr.  Robertson  at  thd  saoae  tinse, 
and  landed  here  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1804. 

J.  Pavin. 

The  cask  contained  twenty  briskeb 
and  as  many  humps,  all  of  which  were 
elcellent,  and  continued  so  to  the  last, 
although  the  cask  was  opened  as  often 
as  it  l3ecame  necessary  to  take  oq»  a 
piece  of  either  for  use,  during  a  perkd 
of  5  or  6  months. 

Charles  Forbes. 

BENGAL  canvas    AND   CORDAOB. 

The  accompanying  testimonies  of 
gome  successful  and  conclusive  trials  on 
Canvas  and  Cordage,  manu^tured  in 
India,  most  incontrovertibly  established 
not  only  their  excellence,  but  like-  * 
wise  gave  them  a  decided  preference 
over  all  others.  It  affords  an  oppor- 
tunity, in  announcing  this,  of  paying 
a  just  tribute  of  praise'to  the  merits  of 
Mr.  Jones,  to  whose  skill  and  indostry 
the  present  state  of  perfSection  to 
which  these  arts  have  advaoced,  b 
wholly  owing,  and  it  may  be  safsly 
asserted,  that  no  individual,  possessed 
of  greater  practical  mechanical  know- 
ledge, or  who  has  employed  It  with 
more  successful  application,  *  ever 
arrived  in  this  country  than  the  geotie- 
man  mentioned. 


Sir, 


7b  Mr.  Jones, 


I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  yoa 
a  report  of  the  manner  An  which  your 
rope  and  canvas  ha^  worn.  I  sfaBil 
be  very  glad  to  find  that  we  may  be 
able  to  procure  more  oi  it,  m  it  is 
lafiaiteiy  aoperior  u>  ^ther  Bompe 
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rope  or  any  country  rope  I  bave  seen, 
and  is  in  my  opinion  fuJl  equal  to  the 
Manilla  rbpe. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Flbetwood  Pbllew,  Capt. 

Phaeton,  off  the  Sand  Heads, 

February  10,  1810. 

A  report  of  the  wear  of  some  rope 
and  canvas  sent  on  Ixwrd  his  Majesty's 
ship  Phaeton,  in  June,  ISOp,  by  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Calcutta,  on  trial. 

The  rope  has  been  rove,  and  in 
continued  wear  as  a  jib  downfal  and 
foretop-gallant  haulyards  ever  since, 
the  ship  having  been  nearly  all  the 
time  at  sea  and  in  the  very  rainy  bad 


weather  for  a  considerable  portion  of 
it.  It  has  already  woru  out  £urot>e 
rope  of  double  its  size  twice  over,  and  * 
all  other  country  rope  furnished  ut 
bears  no  competition  whatever  with  It. 
It  possesses  great  strength,  and  resWtf 
wet  to  an  uncommon  degree,  which 
the  other  country  rope  of  differetit 
sorts,  some  with,  and  others  without 
tar,  did  not ;  it  still  looks  (is  well  when 
newly  rove.  The  canvas  is  extremely 
good,  and  in  our  opinion  fully  equal  or 
stronger  than  Europe  canvas  of  a  simi- 
lar number. 

(Signed)     W.Ggdfrey,  Mas ier. 

(Signed)     J.  Barry,  Boatswain  of 
his  Majesty's  ship  Phaeton, 


EXTRAORDINARY  PHENOMENA. 

Earthquakes. 


The  late  Indian  prints  contain  some 
extraordinary  accounts  of  earthquakes, 
•which  followed  one  another  in  quicker 
succession,  than  had  been  previously 
known  within  the  memory  of  the  old- 
est inhabitants.  Some  of  these,  not 
only  descriptive  of  the  awful  phozno- 
mena,  but  explanatory  of  the  supposed 
causes  of  them,  according  to  the  crude 
and  indigested  opinions  of  the  natives, 
may  chance  to  amuse  aod  to  interest 
the  reader. 

At  twenty-three  minutes  past  seven 
o'cloc'k,  on  Sunday  evening,  the  1st  of 
April,  an  earthquake  was  very  sensi- 
bly felt  in  Calcutta,  audits  neighbour- 
hood. It  consisted  of  two  distinct  con- 
cussions, the  second  folio  wingat  an  inter- 
val of  6  or  7  seconds.  The  series  of  un- 
dulations occasioned  by  each  shock,  did 
not  continue  longer  than  6or  8  seconds; 
though  the  vibrations  produced  were 
extremely  quick  ;  a  circumstance  that 
may  probably  explain  the  higher  effect 
upon  the  senses  of  the  observer,  oc- 
casioned by  this  earthquake ;  which, 
though  in  itself  but  slight^  gave  an 
impression  of  more  awe  and  sublimity, 
than  is  usually  produced  by  an  earth- 
quake of  such  moderate  force.  From 
the  time  of  its  occurrence,  in  the  still- 
ness of  the  evening,  it  was  very  gene- 
rally noticed.  It  may  be  remarked 
also,  that  it  happened  a  few  miouteg 


after  the  cessation  of  a  pretty  smart 
north  wester. 

How  far  this  earthquake  extendad^ 
or  the  extreme  points  at  which  it  was 
perceptible,  have  not  yet  been  ascer* 
tained  ;  but  although  the  shocks  were 
gentle,  they  probably  extended  to  some 
considerable  distance.  They  were  felt 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  several 
miles  above  and  below  Calcutta,  and 
were  perceptible  at  Dum  Dum,  aod 
more  smartly  at  Barrackpore  and  at 
£aripore. 

The  time  of  their  occurrence,  at 
the  different  places  where  they  were 
noticed,  appears  from  all  the  ii^orma- 
tion  (hat  has  reached  us,  to  have  beea 
simultaneous,  or  nearly  so.  In  a  house 
at  the  head  of  Garden  Reach,  where 
the  shocks  were  particularly  observed, 
a  considerable  degree  of  motion  was 
communicated  by  the  earthquake,  to 
the  oil  in  the  glass- burners,  placed  in 
the  wall  shades.  The  undulation  of 
the  oil  was  remarkable  ;  and  the  limit 
of  its  extent  being  easily  found,  from 
the  mark  left  upon  the  surface  of  the 
glass,  it  was  accurately*mea9ured,  at 
soon  as  the  motion  had  subsided,  when 
it  appeared  to  have  been  raised  two 
lines,  or  the  sixth  of  an  inch.  The 
direction  of  the  shocks  wasfVona  north- 
east to  south-west. 

The  popular  explaqatioD  in  Bengal^ 
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of  the  cause  of  earthquakes,  is  highly 
fanciful,  aiid  somewhat  amusing.  The 
Bengalese,  like  some  other  Asiatics, 
believe  the  earth  to  be  Bupporicd  by  a 
•Dake,  of  stupendous  size  and  strength, 
and  gifted  with  an  hundred  heads.  The 
earth,  say  these  fanciful  theorists,  is 
borne  by  no  more  than  one  head  at 
a  time,  which  as  it  becomes  fatigued, 
by  the  weight,  is  relieved  by  another. 
In  shifting  the  load  from  one  head  to 
the  other,  a  certain  degree  of  jarring 
motion  is  produced,  just  as  one  some- 
times finds  in  the  interchange  of  the 
palankeen  among  the  shoulders  of  a 
tuUen  or  careless  set  of  bearers  ;  so 
in  shifting  the  earth,  the  motion  is 
greater  or  less,  according  to  the  negli- 
gence, design,  or  awkwardness,  of 
the  parties,  delivering  and  receiving 
the  burthen,  which  produces  a  cor- 
responding motion  at  the  surface  of 
the  globe,  occasioning  earthquakes  of 
greater  or  less  force.  If  the  Hindoo, 
who  maintains  the  soundde^s  of  ibis 
explanation,  be  asked,  how  or  by 
what  power  the  snake  is  supported, 
his  answer  is  ready  : — **  it  has,"  says 
he,  "  a  sure  foundation  on  the  back 
of  a  tortoise."  if  the  inquirer  chance 
to  be  still  dissatisfied,  and  shall  a*>k, 
how  is  this  tortoise  sustained,  with 
tfie  weight  of  the  universe  on  his 
back  }  It  is  answered,  that  he  is  sup- 
ported by  the  power  of  Almighty 
God- — If  then  it  shall  be  objected,  and 
you  say,  since  divine  power  thus  sus- 
tains the  whole  fabric,  the  same  power 
can  with  equal  ease,  give  stability  and 
order  to  the  universe,  without  the  in- 
tervention of  the  snake  or  the  tortoise  j 
the  Hindoo  w  11  revolt  at  this  amend- 
ment, which  is  to  strip  his  belief  of 
the  aid  it  so  manifestly  derives  from 
his  imagination.  He  can  readily  credit 
what  is  monstrous  and  absurd  ;  but 
the  grand  simplicity  of  nature  cannot 
be  brought  to  the  level  of  his  under- 
standing. 

Howevei^  we  may  be  disposed  to 
•mile  at  thtf  credulity ,  and  the  absurdity 
of  the  notions  of  the  Hindoo,  we  must 
after  all  allow,  that  his  doctrine  is  not 
a  whit  more  ridiculous,  than  the  ima- 
ginary vortices  of  Des  Cartes,  on 
which   he  founded  a  theory  that,  for 


some  time,  even  in  the  enl^htened 
countries  of  Europe,  successfully  op- 
posed tlie  true  doctrine  of  nature  aod 
Newton. 

We  must  not  overlook  a  moat  io- 
teresting  point  of  ll)e  Bengalese  pre- 
cepts, which  declare  that  the  earth  va- 
ries Id  its  weight,  becoming  light  ac- 
cording to  the  virtues,  and  heavy  ia 
proportion  to  the  sins  of  the  bomun- 
cular  pup()ets,  upon  its  surface  :  hence, 
in  proportion  as  it  becomes  heavy,  by 
the  increasing  crin:\es  of  man  kind, 
the  suppor  ing  head  of  the  serpent, 
becomes  the  sooner  fatigued,  rendering 
it  necessary  to  relieve  the  burthen  the 
oftener  ;  and  consequently,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  world  is  sinful,  earthquakes 
must  be  frequent 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  13  th  May, 
at  14  minutes  before  tee  o'clock,  three 
shocks  of  an  earthquake  were  felt  in 
Calcutta,  and  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance round. — The  shocks  were  more 
severe  than  those  on  the  1st  altiuoQ  : 
the  motion,  to  a  number  of  observers 
in  Calcutta,  seemed  to  be  perpendi- 
cular to  the  horizon.  The  three  coo- 
cussions  were  short  in  duration,  and 
terminated  a  vibratory  or  undiiUtory 
motion,  that  continued  for  8  or  10 
seconds,  and  the  phenomenon  went  off 
with  a  loud  rumbling  noise.  The 
doors  and  windows,  and  parts  of  the 
furniture  in  some  houses,  were  shaken, 
and  ti:e  shades  and  wine  glasses  upon 
the  table,  in  a  few  instances,  shared  in 
the  motion.  It  is  remarkable  that  the 
motion  in  particular  houses  was  much 
more  distinct  and  forcible  than  in 
others  closely  adjoining.  That  this 
difference  is  not  merely  apparent,  or 
to  be  ascribed  to  error  or  inaccuracy 
of  observation,  has  t)een  clearly  ascer- 
tained.— Ihe  shocks  were  evidently 
partial  in  their  operation  -,  that  is,  the 
effects  vi^ere  exerted  with  different  de- 
grees of  force  in  ditfareni  places  -,  act- 
ing with  violence  in  one  place,  while 
at  another,  though  but  a  few  yards 
distant,  they  were  so  moderate  as  to 
be  scarcely  perceptible.  Ihe  same 
thing,  however,  is  pretty  generally 
noticed  in  the  principal  earthquakes, 
of  which  we  have  any  distinct  account 
In  the  memorable  earthquake  at  Ja- 
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tat\cA^  in  16^2.  and  in  Europe^  on 
the  I8t  of  November^  1755,  the  shocks 
of  both  were  felt  to  a  great  extent ; 
the  latter  parti cularly,  having  reached 
kboje  two  thousand  miles,  including 
in  its  icope»  nearly  four  millions  of 
miles  of  the  eanh*8  surface  $  and,  al- 
though the  violence  of  the  first  was 
ehiefiy  spent  at  Port  Royal,  and  the 
hitter  at  Lisbon,  which  places  might 
be  considered  as  their  foci  or  centres, 
itiil  particular  parts  of  both  cities  es- 
caped the  almost  general  devastation  ; 
^  while  entire  streets  were  swallowed 
up,  several  houses  escaped  without  in- 
jury. Hence  it  seems  probable  that 
the  moving  force  is  propagated  in  lines,- 
like  radii  running  from  a.centre,  leav- 
iiig  the  interstitial  spaces  to  share  the 
tweet  of  the  concussion  at  second  band. 
Thus  we  see  panes  of  glass,  when 
broken,  at  or  near  their  centre,  fre- 
quently crack  in<  numerous  diverging 
lines,  while  the  intervening  surfaces 
remain  entire.  This  is  a  clumsy  illus- 
tration, and  is  not  offered  as  presenting 
any  correct  analogy  j  vet  it  may  serve 
to  convey  an  idea  how  contiguous 
places  may  participate  in  the  effects 
of  earthquakes,,  with  very  different 
degrees  of  force. 
No  accounts  respecting  the  earth- 


quake of  Sunday  evening,  hav6  been 
i-eceived  from  any  point  to  the  north- 
ward, more  distant  than  Chinsiirah, 
and  from  Diamond  Harbour  to  the 
southward. '  At  both  those  places,  and 
at  almost  all  the  intermediate  points, 
it  was  felt  with  considerable  force. 
At  Chandernagore,  Serampore  more 
especially,  Barrackpore,  Barasut,  Duu 
Dom,  &c.  the  shocks  were  particularly 
observed.  No  injury  has  been  sus- 
tained from  this  alarming  visitation. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Berampare, 
dated  22dMay,  1810. 
''  The  only  news  I  have  to  commu- 
nicate 10  you,  »  an  extraordinary  event 
that  took  place  here  a  few  days  ago. 
The  water  in  our  Tank,  which  I  havo 
known  these  thirty-four  years,  changed 
suddenly  to  the  colour  of  dark  green, 
and  an  immense  quantity  offish,  many 
of  them  weighing  from  ten  to  eighteen 
seers,  fioatcd  dead  on  the  surface  of  it. 
Some  few  were  taken  out  by  the  na- 
tives and  carried  away  ;  the  remainder 
were  transported  by  hackry  loads  and 
buried,  or  applied  to  the  purposes  of 
manure.  This  strange  occurrence  is 
attributed  by^[post  people  lothe  recent 
earthquake." 
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BEES. 


The  hees  of  the  South  of  India  are 
4f  four  kinds  : 

1.  That  from  which  most  of  the 
honey  and  wax  is  procured,  is  called 
Hegenii.  This  is  a  large  bee,  which 
builds  under  projections  of  the  rocks, 
or  in  caverns.  A  large  nest  gives  eight 
Seers,  Seringapaiam  weight  of  honey, 
4^Vo^^*-  and  three  seers  ot  wax,  l-nj^lb. 
A  small  hive  gives  one-third  of  this 
quantity.  The  honey  is  gathered  twice 
a  y^r,  in  Ashddha  and  Magka,  or  in 
the  month  following  the  summer  sol- 
ftice>  and  the  second  after  that  of  win- 
ter.     Some  people  of  the  Bayduru 

Vol.  12. 


cast  n^ake  the  collecting  of  honey 
dnd  wax  a  profession,  and  it  is  one  at- 
tended with  much  danger.  Having 
dihcoyered  a  hive,  some  of  them  kin- 
dle a  fire  under  the  rock,  and  throw  on 
it  the  leaves  of  the  Cassia  fistula,  and 
of  the  Puleseri,  which  emit  a  smoke 
so  acid,  that  nothing  living  can  endure 
it.  The  bees  are  forced  10  retire,  and 
some  others  of  the  Baydas,  so  soon  as 
the  smoke  subsides,  lower  down  by  a 
rope  one  of  their  companions,  who 
with  a  pole  knocks  off  the  nest,  and 
4s  immediately  drawn  ttp  again  *,  for,  if 
he  made  any  dday>  the  beei  would  rt^ 
Hh 
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torn,  and  their  •ttogiog  if  to  violent, 
that  it  endangers  life.  la  order  to 
fortify  himtielf  against  (he  sharp  points 
of  rocks,  and  against  injury  from  the 
rope,  which  passes  round  h4f  chest,  the 
adventurous  Bayada  is  secured,  before 
and  behind,  by  several  folds  of  leather. 

2.  The  bee  that  produces  the  ne&t 
greatest  quantity  of  honey  is  called  the 
Cadi,  or  Chitlu  Jainu  \  that  is,  stick, 
or  small  honey.  This  bee  is  very 
small,  and  builds  around  the  branch 
of  a  tree,  a  comb  of  an  oblong  shape, 
and  sharpened  at  both  ends.  It  is 
ioond  at  all  seasons,  tiot  is  in  the  great- 
est perfection  at  the  same  time  with 
the  other.  The  honey  is  of  the  finest 
quality  ;  but  the  whole  comb  seldom 
weighs  more  than  two  seers,  or  l-r'^lb. 
This  bee  doe«  not  sting,  and  is  readily 
driven  away  by  a  twig  switched  round 
the  comb. 

3.  Ihe  Tuduvay  is.  a  bee  of  which 
the  honey  is  of  an  excellent  quality, 
but  rarely  procured,  for  it  generally 
baiids  deep  in  the  crevices  of  rocks. 


where  it  is  to^lly  Inaccessible.  Some* 
times,  however,  it  i^  found  in  hollow 
trees,  and  one  hive  will  give  from  20 
to  25  seers  of  lioney,  or  about  12  or  15 
pounds  i  but  the  quantity  of  wax  is  in 
proportion  small.  This  is  a  large  bc^^ 
but  it  very  seldom  stings  those  who 
plunder  its  hive. 

4.  The  Togriga  is  a  very  small  bee, 
that  seldom  stings.  It  takes  possession 
of  the  deserted  nests  of  the  white 
ants  (Termes)  which  in  this  country 
are  very  numerous  in  the  wastes  of  red 
soil,  such  as  is  usually  cultivated  for 
Roggy-  Of  thisiktiflr  earth,  the  white 
ants  raise  hills  resembling  the  stump  of 
a  tree,  which  are  from  four  to  six 
feet  high,  very  hard,  and  able  long  to 
resist  the  heaviest  rain.  These,  when 
deserted,  mo^t  commonly  become  the 
lurking  places  of  snakes ;  but  some- 
times  give  shelter  to  tiie  Togriga  bee. 
Its  nest  is,  therefore,  easily  accessible  i 
but  it  is  very  small,  and  contains  only 
about  a  seer  of  honey,  and  half  a  sttr 
of  wax. 


THE  SANDAL  TREE. 


Iri  Gunda,  Santelam  Album,  or  the 
Sandal  Tree,  is  the  common  product 
«»f  the  South  of  India,  and  its  wood  is 
a  considerable  article  of  commerce  at 
Bangalore,  The  best  comes  from  the 
Nagara  district,  and  from  the  country 
bordering  on  the  western  Ghauis.  An 
inferior  kind  comes  from  Madurei, 
DenkinO'Cotay,  Deva  -  rdyana  -  cotdy, 
and  other  places  in  the  ridge  of  hills, 
which  run  north  fi^m  Capah-durga, 
£ach  kind  is  divided  into  three  sorts  ; 
the  first  is  that  which  is  between  the 
root  and £rst  branches;  the  second  is 
tbat  of  the  large  branches ;  and  the 


third  is  that  of  the  small  branches,  sa 
far  as  these  contain  red  wood. 

The  sandal^  treo,  according  to  the 
idea  of  the  natives,  is  of  two  kinds, 
male  and  female :  the  former  of  which 
is  dark,  the  latter  pale-coloared ;  l>oth 
are  of  the  tame  value.  The  sandal  of 
the  old  tree  is  said  to  be  more  valuable 
than  that  from  a  young  one;  but  the 
merchants  go  entirely  by  the  strength 
of  its  smell.  During  Tippoo's  go-' 
vemment  none  of  the  sandal-wood 
came  to  this  market :  he  either  did  not 
allow  it  to  be  cut,  or  else  stored  up  ia 
his  forts  whatever  was  felled. 


WHEAT  OF  THE  KARNATA. 


The  wheat  it  of  the  kind  called  H^ 
tek  Godi,  or  the  Triikum  spelia ;  and 


there  ara  two  seasons  for  its  ealtivatkxi, 
the  Htinu  and  Cane    It  is  sowa  oa 
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the  b^t  soil  onlj^  and  always  after  a 
crop  of  Car  lay.  The  Caru  season, 
when  the  rains  set  in  early,  is  always 
preferred,  not  only  as  the  wheat  is  then 
more  productive,  but,  as  io  the  sarno 
year  it  may  be  followed  by  a  crop  of 
cotton,  which  is  not  the  case  with  the 
Hainu  wheat.  In  the  two  months  fol- 
low i  g  the"  vernal  equinox,  the  field 
for  Caru  wheat  is  dunged,  ploughed 
two  or  three  times,  and  then  hoed  with 
the  cuntayy  which  is  drawn  by  oxen. 
The  seed  is  then  sown,  in  drills  one 
cubit  distant,  by  dropping  it  in  the  fur- 
row after  a  plow.  On  the  I5th,  28th, 
and  35th  days,  the  hoe  is  again  used  ; 
and  iw.oor  ihree  days  afterwards  the- 
weeds  are  removed  by  the  calay  cudu- 
gulu.  This  wheat  ripens  in  three 
monthn  and  a  half,  and  is  immediately' 
followed  by  a  crop  of  cotton.  A  Nur^ 
tfiiiw^a  requires  seven  colagat  of  seed. 


and  in  a  good  crop  prodoces  540  seers. 
An  acre,  therefore,  sows  a  little  more 
than  one  peck,  snd  yields  almost  four 
bushels  and  a  half.  The  wheat  is  lia- 
ble to  be  spoiled  by  a  disease  called 
Ursina  Mari,  owing  to  which,  in  the 
course  of  one  day,  it  becomes  yellow 
and  dies. 

When  ths  rains  are  late  in  coming, 
the  Mainu  crop  of  wheat  is  taken  after 
Car  lay.  Cotton  cannot  be.  taken  in 
the  same  ytar.  The  manner  of  culti- 
vation is  the  same  as  for  the  Caru  crop, 
only  the  season  is  different.  The 
ploughings  are  performed  in  the  month 
which  precedes  the  autumnal  equinox, 
or  in  the  beginning  of  that  wHich  fol- 
lows. At  the  end  of  this  month  the 
seed  is  sown.  The  produce  is  about 
one  half  unly  of  that  of  the  Caru 
crop. 


HYDROGRAPHY. 


The  following  copy  of  a  letter,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Resident  of  Croee,  ou 
the  west  coast  of  Sumatra,  by  the  cap- 
tain of  his  majesty's  ship,  Belliqueux, 
giving  an  account  of  a  rock  situated  in 
Croee  bay,  is  published  for  general  in- 
formation. 

To  Sir  James  Brown,  Esq,  resideni  at 
Croee. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you,  that 
there  is,  in  this  roadstead,  a  rock,  bear- 
ing as  on  the  fnargin,^  which  makes 
it  vary  dangerous  for  ships  approaching 
this  anchorage.       I    therefore    most 


earnestly  recommend  your  imniedi- 
ately  laying  a  buoy  on  it  for  the  safety 
of  his  majesty's  ships,  or  any  others 
that  may  wish  to  stop  here. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  inform  you, 

that  1  have  laid  a  temporary  buoy 

down,  whore  I  would  recommend  yonr 

putting  one  of  a  large  size  to  contiau*. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  G.Byno. 

H.  M.  Ship,  Belliqueux, 
Croee  Bay,  July  21,  1810. 
By  order  of  the  marine  board. 

R.  Scott,  Secretary* 
Fori  William,  Dec.  5,  1810. 


♦  A  remarkable  tree,  close  by  the  entrance  of  the  river,  N.  43.  E.  Itesident's  honse,. 
S.40E.  outer  point  of  .Selallo  rock,  8.  9  E.  outer  ^outh  point  of  the  bay,  S.J5  W. 
tfooy  laid  down  in  3  fathoms,  abont  half  a  mile  from  the  :»bore. 
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POETRY. 


•ODE  OF  SADI, 

PABAPHIlAtED  Bt  EMSI6!I  WiLKKS,1788. 

Come,  gepHefltt  lireete  of  tbe  morn, 
And  whisper  the  source  of  my  care ; 

Say  what  beauties  thatid^ol  adorn. 
Yet  tell  how  she's  cruel  as  fair ! 

Howhermusk-sheddiuglockf  thro* the  grove 

Tbeir  raviiihiog  fragrance  difiiite ; 
How  yon  rifle  the  lips  of  my  love, 
*  And  tbe  sweets  or  the  season  refhse! 

How  ber  smiles  scatter  bliss  o'er  the  plain. 
While  sKgfated  and  hapless  I  rove, 

With  the  bird  of  the  evet  to  complain, 
And  warble  the  sorrows  of  love. 

Yet,  gentlest  breeze,  when  you  go, 
Fresh  fragrance  to  cull  from  her  treasures^ 

Should  she  melt  at  the  tale  of  my  woe, 
Ah !  whisper  in  tenderest  measures. 

How  with  truth  and  whh  ardor  I  love, 
~  Yet  tbe  secret  I  dare  not  impart ; 
How  each  accent  I  breathe  thro*  the  grove, 
But  ve-echoes  the  throb  of  my  heart  * 

Then  change,  hollow  blast  of  the  mem. 
To  the  wailings  of  Sadi*8  despair ; 

Sing  the  dirge  ot  a  maniac  forlorn, 
r^)  an  idol  thatfs  cruel  as  fair ! 

On  thb  Valb  or  Bozaa, 

By  Ahmed  Ben  Youstf  Almenazjf. 

From  <*  Specimeps  of  Arabian  Poetry.** 

The  intertwining  boughs  for  thee 
Have  wove,  sweet  dell,  a  verdant  vest, 

4nd  thou  in  turn  shalt  give  to  me 
A  verdant  couch  upon  thy  breast 


To  ^ield  me  from  da}*s  fervid  glae, 
Thine  oaks  their  fonfring  aras  otai 

Ai  anxious  o*er  ber  infknt  care 
I've  seen  a  vratchfbl  mother  bead. 

A  brighter  cup,  a  sweeter  draoj^t, 
I  gather  from  that  rill  of  tkine, 

Than  maddening  drunkards  evcrqnfi 
Than  all  the  treasures  of  the  viK. 

Hq  smocfth  the  pebbles  on  its  sbon^ 
That  not  a  maid  con'd  thither  sm^, 

But  enmU  her  strings  of  jemU  o'er, 
And  thinks  the  ^Miit  have  sl^rf  •V^ 


To  A  Ladt, 
Who  acccsbd  hbr  Lotbr  orFLunn 
From  the  Same. 


No,  AhUt,  no— when  Selim  telb 
Of  many  an  unknown  grace  tbatdvA 

In  AbU^s  face  and  mien  -, 
When  he  describes  the  sense  refia'd 
That  lights  thine  eye  and  fUls  dijani 

By  thee  alone  i 


Tis  not  that  drunk  with  love  he  im 
Ideal  charms,  which  only  please 

Thro' passion*s  partial  veil; 
Tis  not  that  flattery^  storing  toogv 
Hath  basely  fr^m'd  an  idte  aoog, 

But  truth  that  breatli'd  tbetak. 

Thine  eyes  unaided  ne'er  coald  tnee 
Each  opening  charm,  each  varied  g^ 

Ihat  round  thy  person  pby>; 
Some  mnst  remain  oonceaTd  fiw  ^ 
For  Se/iai's  watdifiil  eye  t6  see, 
ForSe^js's  tongue  to  pntt5e. 


•  This  poetical  trifle  was  found  among  the  papers  of  a  gentleman,  vibo  '■J'Jt 
long  in  India,  indorsed  as  in  the  title;  and althou j;h the  Mlor posMaes lo Wj^* 
formation  on  the  subjeet,  he  has  no  doubt  that  it  isajaveoile  production  of  the*"** 
'<  Historical  Sketches  of  the  South  of  India,"  &c.  ficc. 

The  learned  essay,  inserted  in  a  preceding  page,  on  the  writiap  of  Sadi,  ^J™* 
them  from  the  character  of  being/orced  and  caasfrtfitfd,  as  ascribed  to  them  **y •TJT 
scholar,  in  a  note  of  the  last  volume  of  the  Register;  and  the  little  piece beftR» 
Keader  may  have  a  like  tendency  to  the  same  end. 

t  Is  it  necessary  to  apologi»e  wr  tiie  young  poetaster  giving  two  ^Ilables  the  n^^ 
of  three?  ^       ^ 

i  Sadi,  and  dl  Persian  poets,  distioguish  the  nipbtfaigale  as  the  bird  of  the«M 
but  this  deviation  from  the  original  was  neceitary,  m  giving  him  an  Eagyshdms- 
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One  polifltiied  mhrror  cm  declare 
That  eye  so  bright,  that  fiico  so  iairy 

That  cheek  which  shames  the  rose; 
But  how  thymantle  waves  behind, 
How  float  thy  tresses  on  the  wind, 

Another  only  shews. 

ON  FATALISM. 
From  the  same. 

Not  always  wealth,  not  always  force, 
A  splendid  destiny  commands ; 

The  lordly  vulture  gnaws  the  corse 
That  rots  upon  yon  barren  sand. 

Nor  want,  nor  weakness  still  conspires 

To  bind  ns  to  a  sordid  state ; 
The  fly,  that  with  m  toach  expires. 

Sips  honey  from  the  royal  plate. 

A  PERSIAN  FABLE .• 
Rendered  into  vene  from  the  Spectator. 

NobilUttt  sola  est  atqui  wiea  virtus. 

Ome  cloody  day  a  drop  of  rain, 
(As  he  hung  hovering  o'er  the  main) 
Cryd  ont,  with  innate  modesty. 
<<  What  can  I  add,  O  flood  to  thee  ? 
When  once  upon  thy  suHace  toss'd, 
In  thy  immensity  I'm  lost ; 
Of  no  importance  to  thy  wave, 
I  seem,  at  last,  to  meet  ray  grave. 

O  1  why  should  Jove,  all  good,  all  wise, 
The  least  of  all  his  creatures  prize  ? 
Why  should  his  blessings  downward  fly. 
On  such  a  worthless  form  as  I  ?" 

With  pleasure  Jove  his  earinclhi'd 
To  one  so  humble,  so  resigned. 
True,  merit  claims  his  high  regard, 
And  seldom  loses  its  reward. 
This  modest,  unambitious  drop. 
Soon  by  an  oyster  swallowed  up  ; 
Content  4within  its  shell  he  lies. 
And  there  to  heav*n  erects  his  eyes ; 
To  Jove  directs  his  daUypray'r, 
And  thanks  the  godhead  tor  his  care. 

His  praises^  incense  like,  arise. 
And,  as  they  mount,  perftime  the  skies. 
**  Pleayd  witii  thy  pra^^,  and  with  thypraise 
Pll  now^*  said  J^ove,  **  thy  fortune  raise. 
Henceforth  become,  (so  Heav^  sees  good) 
A  pearl  of  the  first  magnitude: 
And  thus  transform*d  with  speed  resort. 
To  fair  Brttanina's  splendid  conrt; 
There  all  thy  radiant  Itistre  spread 
Aronnd  my  fav*rtte  Charlotte's  head  : 
Tell  hef*  twas  I,  Jove,  sent  ^ee  down 
To  stand  conspicuous  on  her  crown  z 
S^ncewell,  1  know,  in  her  esteem, 

^  ViKTUB'S  the  BftlOBTBST  DIADBM." 


ODE  OP  HAPEZ. 

From  Richardson's  Specimen  of  Persian, 

Poetry. 

Hither,  O  Sophist,  hither  fly, 

Behold  this  joy-inspiring  bowl ! 
Bright  as  a  ruby  to  the  eye. 

How  must  the  taste  rejoice  the  soul  I 
Love's  sacred  mysteries  would  you  know. 

Learn  them  amidst  the  yoimg,  the  gay. 
Where  mirth  and  wine  profusely  flow. 

And  mind  not  what  the  grave  one^s  say. 
Me  wastes  his  time  in  idle  play, 

Who  for  the  griffin  spreads  ms  snare  ; 
'Tis  vain— no  more  your  nets  display. 

Yon  only  catch  the  fleeting^  air. 

Since  fortune  veers  with  every  wind, 
EiUoy  the  present  happy  hours. 

Lo !  the  gretft  father  or  mankind 
Was  banish*d  Eden's  blissful  bowers. 

Drink,  then,  nor   dread  the  ^»proach  $f 

Nor  let  sad  cares  your  mirth  destroy ; 
For  on  tins  transitory  stage. 
Think  not  to  taste  perpetual  joy. 

The  spring  of  youth  now  disappears. 
Why  pluck  yon  not  life's  only  lose  ? 
With  virtue  mark  your  future  years, 
-   This  earUily  scene  with  honour  close* 

With  generous  wine  then  fill  the  bowl, 
Swift,  swift  to  Jami,  Zephyr,  fly. 

Tell  him  that  friendship's  flow  of  soul. 
While  Hal^  lives  shall  never  die. 

A  transloiiott  of  Latin  verses,  from  the 
Arabic. 


My  boy,  the  i^asses  hither  bring. 
Present  the  balmj  treasure  ; 

More  briskly  pomr  it  round  tlie  ring. 
And  pour  it  without  measure. 

Wine  can  lovers'  pangs  assuage. 

Wine  allays  the  cares  of  age. 

The  wine  is  like  to  ruddy  Sol, 

The  cup  of  hue  so  mellow, 
To  portly  Cynthia,  fhir  and  fuU, 

C!onrting  her  lordly  fellow  : 
Brisker  rouse  the  mddy  light. 
Pour  on  wine  to  make  it  brignt. 

\  What  though  iabeaiity*s  transienC  hour. 

The  roses  lose  flieir  blushing  ? 
Above,  the  purple  nectar  pour, 

And  strew  thiem  fresh  and  flnshinf* 
Let  Philomel  fonake  the  grove  ; 
Wine  inspires  the  song  of  love. 


*  file  Htend  tnuttlation  of  tbii  fable  from  Stdi,  wiU  be  fond  at  page  4fi9, 
sUng* 
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Hccfl  not  fortmif *f  scornful  fi'own. 
Id  bitiupti^  drown  alt  so  row  ; 

Sifcp  Koon  shall  ail  our  winht'S  c:own, 
Ami  crown  them  till  to-morrow. 

Brtiig  round  to  me,  tl;c  necUHd  itream, 

Wine  inspirit  the  golden  dream. 


How  swf*cL  the  ceiiial  flu«h  of -drmk, 
Laruer  dranehts  uive  larger  pleaMATC. 

Sit  we  till  Wf  ccuAc  to  tltiuk 
On  aiif;ht  he(iid<  &  out  melloY\  treasure. 

My  fncnd  be  jovial  ligbtor  wroog. 

We'll  drink  oor  glass  and  &ing  our  song. 


MUTANABI  TO  HIS  SWORD.* 

[Tkk,  and  thefolinring  copy  of  verses,  are  extracted  from  the  Indian  pnnt» ;  as  are  «/«» tkt 
rewuarla  ruJ^oined  to  etrc'»,  wKkh  weie  prefixed  to  tke  mi^inul-  by  way  of  Hu-tiafinn,  md 
recommended  I  o' the  nut  ice  of  the  Indian  Editor,-^  The  mirits  of  tkcs.  whim^'util  prouvctiam 
are  $o  apparent ^  and  §o  etriking,  of  to  require  not  any  uptdog^y  txctpt  to  the  atttkoTy  for  <Jbc 
republication  of  thein. 


Aharp  biting  sword !  these  gems  that  shine, 
Inlaid  in  cqiiai  spark lins  lino, 
Beam  like  tue  eye,  witliliving  light, 
As  Miitanabrs  ;:enius  bright ; 
While  in  red  battle's  fearlul  path 
They  shine  the  piercing  eyes  of  deiiUu 
Their  rattan r  craves  or  rhar.cet'ul  hUQ» 
Beraork,foibid  tne  dazzled  \ii  w  j 
The  dancing  gleams  ol'  kindliui^  iire, 
like  dantfcrous  rliaraciers aspire  ; 
Paiuiiig  the  epell-bontid  giancethey  swell, 
The  fearful  mapic  marks  of  hell  ; 
Bot  when  their  softer  radiance  plays, 
Bright  motet  amid  the  s<;lar  blaze. 

T'by  bright  blue  edpe,  devoid  of  wem,  ' 
Hks  drunk  the  waters  of  Die  gem  ; 
Thy  nbs  have  reac'.ed  the  da7.zlins  brink, 
But  feared  by  lightning  fear  to  drin|c.    . 


Thy  stubborn  hilt,  of  metal  prime, 
Hax  withered  up  the  hands  of  time. 
Thine  tdge  so  slietr.  and  sw<  etiy  bites. 
No  b  ood-drop  stuin*  jt,  as  it  smires. 
Dishono^ir  dare  not  tqucU  tiie  hand 
That,    g'orying    wields    thee,     bttniisli*d 

brand! 
The  shade  of  darkness  soon  decays. 
When  once  thy  vivid  lightuing  plays; 
Thine  is  the  khade  infestive  l^nr 
That  spreads  my  green  and  summer  bnvY; 
'  And  fenced  by  thee,  I  fearless  rans:e. 
Through  howling  deserts  waste  and  stiange. 

Brigiit  Yemen  blade  !  thy  wortb  I  priie 
Beyond  tlie  apple  of  my  eye« ; 
For  when  tliv  light'ning  glances  sbaoe 
The  glory  of  thy  task  is  nune. 


*  "  I  send  you  an  imitation  of  the  Arabic  poem  of  Mntanibi.  However  well  the  Ktyle 
of  the  origin.  (  may  be  entitled  to  rank  with  that  of  Piodar,  I  believe  it  will  be  diffinilt 
to  (zhil)it  tliis  siinUaiity  in  a  translation.  The  manner  of  Mutanabi  is  cxtreinely  mvene 
to  the  llurovean  taste,  in  many  respects  ;  and  this  discrepancy  strikingly  a^^pean  in  one 
instance,  in  Uie  address  to  the  sword.  The  praise  ot  the  t:ems,  with  which  the  sword 
was  inlaid,  is  lengthened  oat  in  such  an  eneomkistic  strain,  that  it  may  almost  he  consi* 
dercd  as  rivaling  the  praise  of  tne  sword  itself;  and  these  gems  arc  snccesstvely  coai- 
pared  to  the  ino»l  dissimilar  objects  ;  the  letters  of  a  taiismau,  and  the  motes  in  tiiescn 
beam.  Mnlajtabi  use»  also  some  very  harsh  figures,  which  it  is  scaicely  possible,  by  nay 
softei.ing.toxecoDcile  to  our  style  of  poetry.  He  declares  that  so  higlily  does  he  prise 
his  sabre,  that  lie  conid,  if  it  wt^re  possible,  make,  his  eyes  iU  sheath.  He  addresses  his 
•word  as  his  broth-  r  in  arras,  and  adds,  that  in  attacking  the  foe,  tkeywiil  confine  ihcm- 
selves  each  to  his  own  species,  he  to  filtsh,  and  the  sword  to  iron.  The  violent  hyper> 
bole  in  the  last  ver^e,  is  more  extravagant  than  any  other  figure  in  ^rpotm  ;'  but 
Mntaoabi  wa^  an  accomplished  warrior,  as  well  a«  poet,  and  contemplated  his  sahre  with 
^ery  dificrent  emotions  from  tliose  wuicli  inspire  thc^  m^ority  of  modem  bards,  lew  of 
whom  have  ever  seen  a  sword  drawn  for  service.  I  have  read  soasewheie,  that  whea 
Mutanabi  was  attacked  by  the  rolibers,  on  tlie  occasion  in  which  he  perished,  perccivinc 
their  i^reat  superiority  of  immbers,  lie  at  first  prepared  for  flight,  llie  slave  who  attended 
him,  exclaimed,  repeating  one  of  hie  own  couplets,  **  Ha  i  Mutanabi,  have  yoo  not 
said,  *^  the  steed,  tbe  ni^'ht^  and  tne  desert,  are  familiar  to  me ;  I  am  eqnally  versed  ia 
vrieldin/?  the  ^cy miter,  dartim;  the  spear,  and  raanaginj  the  paper  and  pen.** — ^  By  the 
Cod  of  thescymiter,"  leplied  Mntaoabi,  *'  you  say  true  ;"-*aod  instaotiy  tornuig  hii 
horse,  lushed  impeiMoo^y  anon^  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  perished. 
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And  whrn  thy  hiss  shrill  sings  afar, 
*TisMa1aiiabi'».«oii!;of  war. 

All  'meaner  featiiflruvt  thou  disdain 
Than  hacking  ne/'ks  and  waists  in  twain 
And  rooding  harsh  of  iron  mail, — 
"Where'er  we  two  the  foes  assail, 
Kind  to  kind,  our  force  they  feel, 
Man  t'»  man,  and  slcol  to  steel. 

In  N  jd,  of  lat^,  at  dead  of  n'^ht, 
When  trampling  steeds  awo|(e  tliy  light,     ■ 
Wide  o'er  H^ija),  t.>y  li^htning-train 
Flashed,    wrile    pafch'd    Arabs     shouted 

'  **  rain  !" 


Paddy  Whack  to  his  own  country 
weapon* 


Arrah!  swcct-Iips,  my  jewel,  so  bumish*d 

und  nice, 
V^ir  U  ipper  is  trusty  and  biting  like  spice  ;f 
To  s<v  sou  Ingg'd  out,  and  prepared  inr  the 

Makes  my  peepers  to  twinkle  with  joy  and 

delt|;ht. 
Lake  mystical  writings  on  charms,  with 

amnze, 
We  see  waf  ry  letters  inscribed  on  a  ^laze : 
The  eye  that  so  boldly  yonr  splendour  wonid 

brave. 
If  daizled  and  mocked  by  the  serpentine 

wave. 


That  is  seen  oo  your  aorface  so  wildly  to 

rnn, 
like  moteii  gaily- dancing  i*  th  rays  of  th^ 

snn. 
In  the  blood  of  the  fue  men,  when  yon  taka 

a  dip, 
Youpedge  a  few  drops  is  contented  to  sip, 
While  I  in  the  current  exult  in;:ly  swim, 
And  swill  it  in  goblets  fiill  up  to  the  brim. 
The  belts  of  old  time  your  weight  havp 

suspended, 
Till,  gnaw*d  by  yonr  edge,  they  require  to 

be  mended, 
•No  drop  of  blood  sticks  t«  yonr  keen  cut- 

tinjr  edge, 
He  that  draws  yon,  of  honour  ne'er  forfdtt 

.  the  pledge. 
Your  liglit,  with  asMaCk  of  the  right  Usqnc- 

baQgh,t 
AH  darkness  dispels,  when  for  battle  yoo 

draw. 
Och!  ray  SXcfon,  little  urchin,  so  dearly  I 

prize, 
lU  sheath,  if  I  could,  should  be  th'Iids  of 

my  eyes. 
By  yo\ir  brightness,  my  honey,  in  battle  t 

shino, 
Yonr  brilliant  achievemeots  and  glory  arc 

mine. 
Yonr  clashing  and  hacking  claim  greater 

regard. 
Than  the  pipe,  Ante  and  har»»  or  the  sonit 

of  the  bard.f  ^ 

I  carry  not  yon  for  mere  splendour  or  show. 
But  for  splitting  of  heads,  necks,  ribs,  at  a 

blow. 


•  Odds  bullets  and  brains,  Mr  Editor,  what  a  Pistol  of  a  fellow  is  this  bloody-minded 
Arabian  poetMutanabi !— Wi»b  Nostrill's,  the  swallower  of  wind-mills,  was  a  Misi 
Molly  to  him  :  his  very  looks  would  rmit  one  of  our  modem  armies,  and  with  that  cut 
•lid  thrust  sword  of  his,  «A«i/A*d  la  W*  ry^/idi,  I  believe  even  oor  CalcutU  yeomanry, 
with  Buonaparte  at  their  head,  would  look  a  Httle  bine— a  scowl  would  make  tliea 
groond  aims, 

"  With  sncb  a  furious  tempest  on  his  brows. 
As  if  tlie  world's  four  winds  were  pent  witfam 
His  blustering  carcase." 

With  all  his  vaffaries,he  is  a  fellow  of  spunk,  and  making  aUowance  for  hiar«T*«  TrtgL-a 
*  confusion,  horror,  murder,  guts  and  death,'  he  sings  in  as  martial  a  style  of  pleasing 
apostrophy,  as  any  military  bard  of  my  acquaintance  ;  in  fact  I  feel  a  little  inspired 
uys«>lf  on  the  occasion,  and  cannot  resist  the  desire  to  try  an  imitation,  in  an  address  to 
my  own  country  weapon,  which  may  be  set  to  music  for  that  inffcnious  instrument  cal* 
led  a  humstnim,  which  yoo  know  is  composed  of  a  mopkick,  a  bladder,  and  some  p««k« 
thread.    If  this  is  not  procurable,  a  tin  canister  will  do. 

Your's  ever, 

PADDY  WHACK. 
t  The  tetnper  of  a  sword.— Aromatics  added  to  food. 
t  A  bag  filled  Mrith  water  ;  a  liquor  not  at  all  to  my  taste. 

.    i  Th«  Arabian  poet  has  htolen  the  thonght  from  the  original  Irish  Feast. 
\Vhat  t>tal)S  and  what  cuts. 

What  clatterinff  of  sticks, 
What  strokes  on  the  guts. 

What  baistinii  and  kicks  I         ^ 
What  cudgels  of  oak. 

Well  hardened  in  flame, 
A  hundred  heads  broke, 

A  buBdred  struck  laoie? 
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Tim*  w»  fat  md  our  arnuM  vtt  dcttioftd 

^  to  feel, 
Mc,  the  fttoBtett  of  roysten;  yota,  tharpett 

of  steel. 
When  1  drew  yoa  at  mkljiigfat  in  Wicklow, 

the  giarc, 
Quick  flash  d,  like  the  lightning,  as  far  as 

Kildare. 

THE  PHILOSOPpy  OF  EVIL. 

From  Poetics  ;  or  a  Scries  of  Poems  and 

DisavisiTioNs  on  Poetry,  just  pobiisbed^ 

By  GfcORGB  Dyfr, 

Fonoer^  of  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge. 

ll  waa  when  dark  November  frown*d ; 

Country  and  town  alike  were  dreary  ; 
Kothtnc  was  smiling  all  around, 

Nouj^t  within  cheary. 

'  Oh!  for  some;  pure  stherial  sphere, 
.   **  To  which  no  dregs  of  matter  cling, 
**  Where  ^ws  serene  th*  all-perfect  year, 

•  *<  From  mind's  pure  spring  ? 

^  It  might  not  be— a  form  I  view— 
''  Stem  was  hii  front,  and  fierce  his  eye  ; 

**  His  robe  miji'd  of  November's  hoe, 
'*  On  crimson  dye. 

**  Clamour  and  rage,  and  trembling  fear, 
*'  In  grim  wild  state,  before  Um  go ; 

**  And  in  his  hand  he  couch'd  a  spear, 
*'  As  towards  some  foe. 

**  Sin^  not  to  me,  be  cried,  of  loves ; 

''  Sigh  not  to  me  in  pity's  strains  ; 
*'  Nor  think  to  lore  me  to  the  groves^ 

^  To  pipe  vrith  swains. 

*  BJflerent  my  joys— I  traverse  earth— 
^  I  range  tbro*  air — I  pierce  the  sea ; 

^  And  every  creature  by  its  birtli, 
**  Is  bound  to  me. 

*'  Each  from  me  some  instinct  draws, 
<<  Which  towards  its  kin  engenders  strife; 

''  Birds,  fishes,  yielding  to  my  laws, 
*'  Feied  upon  life. 

'*  Have  yon  not  heard  in  distantwood, 
*•  How  greedy  beasts  pursue  their  way  ? 

^  By  turns,  each  drinks  some  creature's 
blood, 
''  By  tnms^  the  prey. 

^  Have  you  not  mark*d  the  busy  worid, 
^'  Where  reason  forms  its  vriser  phin, 

^  How  man,  by  furious  paaaimif  wbirl'd, 
"  Preys  upon  man^ 


<<  Tismine— I  stir  the  actite  tfaM^tf, 
"  I  rouse  tie  passions,  urge  the  deed ; 

<^  And  there  I  feast,  where  thousands  foug|ifty 
*'  And  thousands  bleed. 

''  Mid*  storms  and  fire,  I  sit  and  iiiigr 
'<  Most  pleased  where  least Ihave  onona, 

*'  I  sail  upon  the  whirl wind*s  wing, 
''  And  guide  the  storm. 

'<  When  JEtna  belches  flame  around, 
<<  I  gaze,  and  gaae  with  greedy  eye, 

^  Where  cities  late  with  plenty  crowWd, 
''  In  ruins  lie. 

"  Does  ocean  rave  ?  I  took  and  tbioky 
''  Unruffled  on  the  soundiqg  shore, 

'<  And  rise  with  joy,  as  thousands  sink, 
/'  To  rise  no  more. 

''  Do  earthquakes  growl  beneath  tbe  land  ? 

'^  I  wait  expectant  of  the  sight ; 
''  And  grow,  as  earths  vride  jaws  expand, 

«  Wild  vrith  delight 

''  Of  life  their  babes,  when  Hindoos  fs^mk^ 
"  Tbe  pious  deed  I  loud  proclaim ; 

**  And  of  their  widows'  funeral  pile, 
<<  I  Kght  tbe  flame. 

'*  Tis  mine— all  mine— I  boast  the  deeds— 
''  And  call  myself  the  friend  of  man ; 

"  Tis  mine — and  see  the  work  proceeds, 
'^  Tis  nature's  plan. 

**  On  man  vrfaat  crowding  ills  attend ! 

''  See  how  creation  pants  for  room! 
'<  Ah !  wretch,  I  haste  that  wretches  friend, 

"  To  build  hw  tomb." 

Tlie  Persian  Magi  held  two  principles, 
one  the  author  of  good,  tlie  other  of  evfl. 
Tbe  Indian  mythology  paints  the  latter 
under  different  forms,  more  particularly  aa 
Seeva. 

In  the  sacred  writings  of  the  Jevrs,  also, 
this  principle  appears,  and  is  called  a  ser- 
peut,  (Gen.  iii  1.)  and  on  this  tbe  Christian 
doctrine  is  founded.  It  seems  to  be,  and 
thus  it  is  explained  by  many  critics,  the 
principle  of  evil,  as  personified  in  the  pfao- 
losophy  of  the  feast.  And  it  is  lemark- 
able,  that  in  Persia,  both  the  principles 
were  personified,  under  the  ^nibol  of  twa^ 
serpents  contending  for  the  Mimdanc  egg. 
•  In  the  above  poem,  no  allusion  is  made 
to  the  origin  of  evil.  It  only  admits  its 
existence,  and  accords  vrith  that  philoso-* 
phy,  which  sqpposes  it  a  neeeasary  part  of 
the  present  system,  and  that  pa^al  evQ 
may  DC  universal  good. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(473) 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


Select  Letters  of  Ttppoo  Sultan,  tsfc.  ^c.  arranged  and  translated  hy  William 
Kirkpatrick,  Major  General  in  the  service  of  the  honourable  the  East  India 
Company,    Blacky  Parry,  and  Kingsbury,  1811. 

The  original  letters,  embraced  by  the  foregoing  title,  are  part  of  a  seriet 
of  correspondence,  foabd  among  the  public  records  of  the  government  of 
Mysore,  whence  they  passed,  on  the  fall  of  Seringapataro,  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  captors  ^  having  been  fortunately  preserved  from  destruction,  by 
the  eiertion  principally  of  an  individual,  in  the  disorder  and  confusion  of 
the  assault. 

The  letters  comprised  in  the  present  volume,  are  selected  with  great  judg- 
ment by  the  translator,  from  a  larger  store  in  his  hands,  not  so  much  with  a 
view,  as  he  tells  us,  to  shed  a  light  on  the  material  occurrences  of  the  period 
to  whicli  they  relate,  as  to  illustrate  the  genius,  talents,  and  disposition,  of  their 
extraordinary  author,  **  who  is  here  successively  and'  repeatedly  delineated, 
in  colours  from  bis  own  pencil,  as  the  cruel  and  relentless  enemy  ;  the  intole- 
rant bigot  or  furious  fanatic  ^  the  oppressive  and  unjust  ruler ;  harsh  and  rigid 
master  3the  sanguinary  tyrant  \  the  perfidious  negotiator;  the  frivolous  and  capri- 
cious innovator  ;  the  mean  and  minute  (economist ;  the  peddling  trader  ;  and 
even  the  retail  shop-keeper.  The  painter  [he  concludes,]  will  not  be  supected 
of  overcharging  the  unfavourable  traits  of  the  picture,  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  picture  is  his  own.** 

The  correspondence  most  unhappily  exhibits  the  Sultan  in  all  of  the  odious 
shades  in  which  he  is  here  described  by  the  indignant  translator  of  his  writ- 
ing8»  But  it  might  be  feared,  if  by  a  similar  accident  the  archives  of  other 
princes  should  fall  into  adverse  hands,  and  be  published  to  the  world,  they 
might  betray,  if  not  the  whole  host  of  base  and  unworthy  passions  in  motioa 
that  appear,  from  his  own  writings,  to  have  governed  the  private  conduct  ef 
the  eastern  despot,  at  least  some  marks  or  resemblance  of  more  than  ono 
characteristic  vice,  that  seems  to  have  influenced  his  public  acts. 

Having  explained  the  motive  of  the  publication,  the  translator  naturally 
descends  to  describe  the  manner  of  its  execution,  and,  after  stating  that  the 
present  selection  had  been  made  from  about  a  thousand  letters,  he  proceeds 
to  inform  the  reader,  by  what  circumstances  he  has  been  determined  in  bia 
choice. 

''  I  have  confined  myself  (he  says)  almost  ''  I  will  now  proceed  to  dve  some  ac» 

entirely,  to  such  (letters)  as  either  appeared  count  of  the  ruk»  by  which  I  have  in  gene- 

to  exhibit  the  Sultan  in  some  new  light ;  ral  been  ^idcd  in  the  course  of  the  present 

to  unfold  some  of  his  political,  financial,  or  translation. 

commercial  views ;  or  to  elucidate  some  his-  **  My  principal  object  in  this  work,  he- 

torical  fact.    Those  which  merely  related  ing  to  present  as  striking  a  likeness  of  Tip* 

to  the  details  of  ordinary  business,  withont  poo,  as  tlie  nature  of  my  materials,  and  the 

eliciting  any  thin*^  peculiarly  characteristic  extent  of  my  ability  to  employ  them  advan- 

of  the  writer,'  have  been  pa^ed  over.    I  tageously,  wonld  admit,  I  thought  it  esseiK 

have  also  judged  it  unnecessary  to  insert  tial  to  this  end,  to  render  his  sentiments^ 

any  part  of  Sie  Sultan's  correspondence  on  all  occasions,  as  closely  as  the  difiercnt 

with  the  several  British  governors  of  India,  idioms  of  the  two  language^  would  allow,. 

as  most  of  these  documents  are  already  in  witltout  involving  the  sense  in  difficulty  or 

the  possession  of  U^  public,  obscurity.    In  short,  what  i  wished,  bnl^ 
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ctnnnt  Iwvpe  to  have  atUincd,  ii,  tliat  tbe 
read*  r,  Irwin;  *i^it  oiitirrly  of  tin*  transla- 
tor, »hoiit(l  faiiry  liiiruelf  in  presence  of  the 
Sullar,  li!«t<nin.  to  tlie  latter^  wLiie  dictnt- 
ins  to  one  or  ollur  of  tUe  diflf«rent  secre- 
taries by  wh  m  h«'  wa^  iisua'Iy  attended. 

"  Pror(e«Jinif  on  fiiii*  piinciple,  I  have, 
for  thrni'Rt  pait,  atlht-red  more  ptiirtly 
to  ill**  p'irrt>«  ol  »«rv  or  diction  of  my  oii^y.nal, 
thuu  U  nsujl'y  dtcnp*d  necessary  or  expe- 
ditut  in  tnin-liiti.  nn  from  u  fortiiru  uin- 
piM"(',  an!  I  till  r^M'h  to  uditiit,  tJiat  my 
nrnHImtfju-^  to"  ri'I'»*'p.isli  flie  slicfiili  <t 
t (II I)  of  c*pre.s>ion,  app*.»riii^  piuUci'liirly 
t<»  lii'ii  i;c  t  A-  frt»!inp  \^[uc^  sutft'tsHd  it, 
may  Unwe  wmetiine*  ltd  me  too  far;  still, 
i.(nvc\t T,  my  TraRsUlton  i«  not  «i!)<ol«jt»'ly  a 
vtri^'il  one,  ^in^e  I  hive  not  sc*upl' d  lo 
rMTcisc  amtaiu  lie*  nre  aw  often  us  eitutr 
our  Iqn-rn.i:;*  eonMnotbeea'^ily  bent  to  the 
foi";>i  of  t  le  IVrMaii,  or  ambipinty  wtH  liknly 
to  result  from  tlie  attempt.  Tnere  are, 
inde«l,  two  points  in  wliieh  I  ackno\^Ied;(e 
to  jiave  utjirornjly  devialcd  from  the  sUwi 
Jitt<r  of  t!ie  on,nnal,  and  on  vbirli  it  i.iy 
not  l)e  improper  in  tin*  p  aee,  to  snbnii:  a 
ii:w  ob&ei'vatioas  to  tie  notice  of  the  rea- 
dcr." 

These  are  explained  to  be  the  depar- 
ture from  the  liieral  or  grammaiical 
sense  of  the  text,  to  give  ihe  transla- 
tion a  more  ordinary  or  famihar  air. 
He  then  pursues— 

"  With  the  exci  ptions  wliii-b  have  been 
stated,  and  se^ircely  wilh  any  other,  my 
general  rnle  has  be«'uto  refnin,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  every  word  and  tlioujrhr,UiatS4era 
cd  to  mark,  in  any  priMriiiienl  degree,  tlic 
peciiliar  cast  of  the  writers  iniml. 
•*Tippoo  Sultan,  in''ee'^  rarely  took  op  his 
pen,  without  its  laying  open  some  recess  or 
otlier  of  his  various  and  irregnlar  mind. 
He  tcldom  is^nes  an  ord(  i  that  does  not 
bespeak  litUtr  llie  general  tone  of  his  na- 
tnre,  or  the  purticiifar  Impulse  of  the  mo- 
menf.  He  seeni>  to  have  feii  no  hesitation 
in  avowing,  in  the  course  of  the  letteis 
which  follow,  tlie  most  lla^itions  senti- 
wen  Is  ;  and  this  may  be  accounted  for  on 
one  or  other,  or  on  both,  of  these  principles. 
Tlie  letters  beinff,  in  the  first  place,  ad- 
dressed, with  few  cxeeptions,  to  persons 
in  absointe  dependence  on  him,  be  conse- 
(fnently  wonid  be  wholly  free  from  tliat 
M>rt  of  reserve  whic^  arises  from  the  fear 
of  incurring  the  cen^^nre  or  reproacli  of  the 
worid. 

*  He  knew  his  wi|l  to  be  a  law,  the  pro- 
priety of  *%hieh,  as  it  might  concern  others, 
won  Id  never  be  canvassed  or  doubted  by 
any  of  his  slaves.  In  the  next  place,  he 
probably  measured  the  sentiments  in  qnes- 
tion  b>  a  different  standard  from  that  with 
which  ve  stini'ttethem.  Thus  the  varions 
mnrders  aii'l  acts  of  tieaeherv, which  we  see 
him  dircetini(  to  be  carried  into  exeention, 
Were  not  cnininal ;  but,  on  the  c^ntrtry, 
just,  and  even  meritorioaiiolus  eyes.  They 


mifht,  and  roost  likely  did,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, proceed  firora  a  dlspoaitioD  natorvlly 
cruel  and  s:ui)e:uinary ;  bnt.  perhaps,  an  io- 
tolerant  religious  zeal  iBirriji|;otr>'  were  act 
Itvs  active  motives  t»  tlu^i.  The  Kflraa 
tauf!^hthim  that  it  was  not  nece«>«ir}.  t</  keep 
faith  with  infidrl;,  or  the  enemies  '  f  tae 
true  reliuioii,  iMwiiich  class  it  vru>  ootdiffi- 
er.lt  for  him  to  ptisuade  hiinself  tiiat  It  waa 
risrht  in  include  all  wuo  cppo5«»d,  or  r^ 
i\isei\  to  co-opnate  in  his  vi«  ns  i'nr  ihe  ex- 
t',  iwion  ot'  that  religion  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
f'-r  his  ow'v  aT'Mvndwiement.  Hence  it 
was,  that  our  i!uKM:'  ;i  n  allies  and  fwbjectt 
M  (  re  scare*  ly  ht^  ohur  \;oos  to  his  haired 
au'l  Tcnpeanre  than  mr^elvrs.  Wito  le- 
f^ard  to  tlie  s«'e»'ft  mr  ider  of  hi«  Es^Iisk 
pii.onfrs,  i»is  <:r«a{it;.i  f>lai-.gt»t'*r  of  the 
K(»orpH  aiifl  Nairj,  and  i.ij<  fnrciirle  ft  n ver- 
sion of  so  many  thon^ai.ds  cf  liit  .wo  *tter 
trifv'S  t-»  the  jVutfaf^mmi'daTi  faith,  fco  most 
pi'ihablv  thou^lit  sue.i  enonnnies  no  lets 
warranted,'  both  by  the  e  tample  doo  pre- 
cepts of  tlie  founder  of  his  r«.lta;ion,  than  the 
infraction  of  oatlis  and  eiif:dgt!iuenti»  in 
tiansaetions  with  nnbi  lievers.** 

The  translator  observes  next  on  the 
pleonasnM  and  tautologies  of  his  rfer- 
sion  ;  which  he  ju^lifies,  wherever  it 
seemed  necessary  in  his  own  miod  lo 
preserve  them,  an^  excuses  himself 
sufficiently,  when  he  has  thought  prt>- 
per  to  depart  from  or  vary,  which  i«  not 
of^en,  a  monotonous  phrase.  Jn  con- 
tinuation of  bis  explanatory  remarks 
he  says,  that, 

'*  Not withstandiot;  the  few  redundancies  ef 
8tyl*>  which  have  been  noticed  as  pervading 
the  following  letters,  their  general' charac- 
teristic is  certainly  brevity,  which*  perhaps, 
might  proceed,  in  some  degree,  firom  a  no- 
tion of  the  writer,  that  the  laconic  manner 
was  the  one  best  suited  to  the  anthoritattve 
nature  of  his  dispatches,  as  well  ai  to  the 
relative  situation  of  the*  persons  to  whom 
tliey  were  cliiefly  addressed.  It  was  ce]>> 
tainly,  too  well  adapted,  if  not  absolutely 
necessary,  to  the  purpose  of  one  who  had 
his  pen  for  ever  in  lifs  hand,  and  who  hin-  ' 
self^( whether  from  inclination  or  from  aa 
universal  distrust  of  all  whom  he  employed, 
or  from  a  passion  to  be  thons^ht,  not  only 
the  principal,  but  tlie  sole  originat^rr,  ttf 
every  thing)  directed  either  by  wn'ting  or 
orally,  tiie  most  minute  details  of  his  go> 
vernment.  Such  a  one  could  not  have  Ind 
leisure  to  compose  long  letters,  had  they 
been  necessary  :  which,  however,  woraid 
rarely  be  the  cose.  Bnt  be  this  as  it  might, 
the  Sultan  does  not  appear  to  have  pos- 
sessed a  sufficient  sketch  of  tlioiight  upoa 
any  fiubject  (even  those  that  he  most 
delighted  in,  or  affected)  to  enable  him  fa 
discuss  it,  either  with  logical  force,  or  preci- 
sion. A  consecutive  train  of  argmnent 
was  a  thing  of  which  be  no  where  seems  to 
have  had  an  idea :  yet  some  of  the  octt- 
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•lofis^  cm  ^hkh  he  wrote  or  dictated,  cer- 
uuuly  atl'orded  ample  scope  for  the  display 
of  tue  reasoning  faculty.  His  writiDKS» 
however,  furnish  as  little  proof  of  hift  hav- 
ing pc>s«rssed  this  faculty  as  his  uctions 
in  gene  r<d  did.  Rren  in  his  own  memoirs, 
which  lo  did  not  bef^n  to  compose  till  he 
was  past  forty,  we  meet  with  nothing  indi- 
cating capacrty  of  any  kind.  He  did  not 
even  ".rite  with  facility.  This  is  clearly 
ahewn,  by  various  memorandums  in  his 
hand- writ! n;r,  which,  thouirh  very  short, 
and  Oil  sul^ects  of  no  difficulty,  abound 
in  erasures  and  corrections.  <3ne  in  par- 
ticular, relating  to  the  question,  whether 
m^jor  Dovetou  should  be  allowed  to  ac- 
company ti'e  hostage  piincc^,  on  their  re> 
turn  from  Madras  ?  is  nearly  .iniutelUgib'e, 
in  consequence  of  tLe  interliaeatiotis  which 
disfi  ur*',  and  ihegeneral  ronfusion  of  ideas 
and  dates  widen  j»i  rvades  it.  As  this  cu- 
rioiis  document,  beside  servin*?  to  establish 
the  truUi  of  the  position  jnst  advanced,  is, 
in  some  other  respects,  cxlrt  niely  inteiest- 
ing,  the  Persian  reader  may  not  be  dis- 
pleased to  see  n  fac  simile  wf  it,  which  has 
been  engraved  for  this  work,  and  forms  ap- 
pendix A." 

"  Althongb  the  authenticity  of  these  let- 
ters will  uurdly  be  disputed,  even  by  tJie 
most  sceptical,*  yet  tor  reader  may  hesitate 
to  belie v«>,  tluitj  with  the  exception,  per- 
haps, of  those  addressed  to  the  emperor 
of  Hiodoostan  (the  late  S^hah  AIIum,>  and 
few  otticri  of  tiie  luore  elaborate  or  finished 
kind,  if  any  of  them  may  be  50  considered, 
they  were  eithei  dictated  by  the  SNUutty  or 
actnally  proeeedinl  from  his  pen.  Nor, 
indeed,  does  this  notion  admit,  at  present, 
of  any  direct  or  positive  proo'^.  Its  proba- 
bility only  can  be  contended  for,  and  tliaf, 
I  tliiiik  sufficiently  deducible  from  the  in- 
ternal evidence  aff'>rdpd  by  those  docu- 
ments theniseHes,  their  laconic  and  abrupt 
style,  their  conunandmg  and  peremptory 
tone,  and  the  asperity  of  language  which 
distinguishes  so  many  ol'tliera,  ail  abnn* 
dantly  indicate  their  origin.  No  M^ntlty, 
or  secretary  in  short  can  be  reasonably 
supposed  to  'have  drafted  such  letters ; 
while,  as  to  the  labour  attending  the  com- 
position or  dictation  of  so  many  dispatches, 
as  sometimes  appear  under  the  same  date, 
it  will  scarcely  be  thought  to  constitute  any 
objection  to  the  present  hypothesis,  in  thie 
case  of  one  so  addicted  to  writing,  and  so 
indefatigable  in  business,  as  the  SuUan 
was. 

^*  To  return  from  this  digression,  to  the 
acconnt  - 1  proposed  giving  of  the  plan  of 
the  following  ti  anstation.  The  notes  which 
I  have  annexed  to  it  are  of  two  kinds: 
those  merely  explanatory  of  a  single  word, 
or  phrase,  or  referring  to  other  letter*,  or 
relating  to  dates,  app*  ar  at  the  bottom  of 
the  page.  Whep,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
particular  letter  or  passage  has  8ug^e^ted 
to  me  any  r«flc^09i^  to  which  I  wished 


t^  draw  the  reader's  attention,  I  have,  in- 
stead of  incumbering  ttio  page  with  tiirm, 
placefi  them  under  the  title  of  '^  observa- 
tions,**  at  tiit  end -of  the  lettt-r  giving  rise 
to  the^n.  Upon  this  eommcntary,  if  I  may 
so  cull  those  ohjiervations,  I  have  takm 
occasion  to  engrat't,  bcsries  otLi>  r  cri:;iaal 
matter,  a  considerable  poitiou  of  a  hiuiiiy 
interestinx  manuscript,  purport  io:;  to  be  a 
memoir  of  Tippoo  Sultan,  vvriitcn  by  hiui- 
.self.  Ttiis  cu'ious  documiut  was  aiuoiig 
the  numerous  papers  discovered  by  coUa.el 
0;'g.  Tlie  copy  ^vith  wi.km thut  penilfmau 
favoured  me  Mas  entitle*!  Ta-et-Ln'  Khodi- 
diJjfy  i.  e.  tne  KhodadA  iy  Anca!  ,  r  Tlilory 
of  the  Huodad^d  Sircar.  Tuc  work  was, 
from  the  beginning,  in  an  imp^^rfci't  st«ite ; 
the  narrative  being  brought  down  to  no 
later  a  peiiod  tlian  the  tt>rminatit»n  of  the 
Mal;ratta  war,,or  the  mont  i  "f  February, 
1787.  My  copy,  however,  has  been  leu 
dered  still  more  incomplete,  by  an  unfortu- 
nate accident,  which  occasioned  tiie  dr- 
striiction  of  several  leaves  of  it ;  the  oriei- 
nal  memoir  evidently,  as  far  as  it  went,  tlie 
i:ionnft-work  of  the  more  ditfusc  and  elabo- 
rate history  of  ZynM  Aabideen  Shoostry, 
mentioned  by  colonel  Wilk",  anfl  called  by 
its  author,  in  allusion  to  his  niastt  r  s  name, 
"  the  Saltan  of  History."  I  am  not  enabled 
to  say  whether  the  copy  of  the  fragment 
found  by  colonel  Ogs:  was  in  the  actual 
ban  J  writing  of  the  5'dfan ;  but,  however 
this  may  be,  I*  venture  to  think,  that  no 
JBst  doubt  can  beenteitained  of  its  genuine- 
ness. It  was  discovered  in  tiie  palace 
of  the  Su!tHHf  and  along  with  oUicr  docu- 
ments of  unquestioned  autilentirity.  Tne 
style  and  matter  of  it,  moreover,  abun- 
dantly support  its  claim  to  credit.  It  is 
written  througiiout  in  the  firnt  person  ;  and 
while  it  states  some  facts  which  could  be 
known  only  to  the  Sultan^  it  ever\  where 
breathes  the  same  over-weening  spirit^which 
so  strongly  diittinguishos  almost  every  pro- 
duction of  his  pen.  Tlie  Persian  scholar, 
however,  who  may  wish  to  judge' on  this 
point  for  himself,  wd'  have  it  in  his  power  1% 
ho  so,  by  iu'pi'Cting  tiie  manu^-cript  in  ques- 
tion ;  which,  to;:ether  \f  ith  the  oricrinai  of 
the  folio  win!!  letters,  will  be  desposited  in 
tlie  Rasr   India  company's  library. 

*'  Such  technical  terms,  ( and  et.pecia41y  the 
names  of  offices  and  employments)  as  I 
cotdd  not  render  into  Englisti,  vjt  i  perfect 
relianceon  the  fidelity  of  my  intrepri-.itlou^l 
have  retained  :n  the  original  an  J  hubjoined* 
by  t!ic  way  of  notes,  the  best  explanatim 
of  them  in  my  power  to  give.  1  may  add 
here,  that  wuenever  I  have  been  m  any 
do;ibt,  witu  lespect  to  the  sehse  of  a  parti^ 
culitr  word  or.phra^e,  I  have  usually  noticed 
it,  offering  at  tne  samr  time,  the  int<*rpre- 
tatiou  that  seemed  to  me  to  be  nearest  the 
truth,  and  not  uiifremientiy  putting  the 
ori'^inal  Per^iau  ut  Me  nottom  of  the  p:ige. 
Where  the  meaning,  on  the  other  band, 
•wing  to  tome  error  in  the  inannscript,  or 
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to  my  int ufficifucy,  haii  appjparH  ntterly 
inexplicdblc,  I  hsTe  thonf^t  it  bMt  to  paw 
•  OTf r  the  unratetliffkble  part  aJtDscfher,  but 
never  withotit  anaoiincmg  the  omiMion. 

"  This  »cems  the  proper  place  for  appriz- 
ing the  reader,  that  the  words  enclosed  in 
hooks,  ur  crotcliets,  are  not  strictly  war* 
ranted  by  the  origin al,  bat  hare  been  sup- 
plied, hi  order  to  cimiplete  the  sense,  and 
prevent  the  obscurity  which  their  omission 
would  have  been  liable  to  produce,  for, 
however  diffnse  or  exuberant  the  usual  style 
of  Persian  composition  may  be,  that  lan- 
guage abounds  in  phrases  and  modes  of  ex- 
pression, which,  owini:  to  their  concise 
•tmctnre,  leave  much  to  be  understood,  and 
which  can  be  rendered  intelligible  in 
English,  only  by  sucU  means  as  I  have  occa- 
aionally  adnptetl." 

From  the  preceding  developement 
of  the  plan,  by  which  the  tranalator 
profe&sed  himself  to  have  been  guided 
in  the  execotion  of  his  task,  the  reader 
nay  form  to  himself  some  notion  of 
the  trouble  and  pains,  by  which  it  has 
been  achieved.  How  successfully  it 
has  been  executed,  he  may  also  form  a 
jodgment  from  the  specimens  of  the 
translations  that  follow,  which  the  rea- 
der will  perceive  to  be  so  many  deti^ch- 
ed  parts  cf  a  very  miscellaneous  work 
of  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  give  a 
-  more  precise  and  connected  idea,  than 
may  be  collected  from  the  cuntents  of 
succeeding  letters  and  observations. 
Letter  III;—  To  Mahommed  Ghy&s ; 
dated  6th  of  Byftfy,(21tt 
Febmary.) 

Yonr  letter  of  the  19th  of  Eezmdy  [5th  of 
Febmary]  has  been  received,  and  the 
whole  of  its  contents  are  comprehended. 
The  fixed  or  reguhted  money  is  ready. 
'Whenever  the  cliiets  of  that  place  IPoonah] 
demand  it,  banker's  bills  to  the  amount 
sliall  be  forwarded. 

Representations  of  the  contumacious 
conduct  of  the  Zenuml&r  of  NergiLnd  were 
frequently  transmitted  [by  us,]  in  die  coarse 
of  last  year,  to  Noor  Maliommcd  Kh^, 
who.  no  doubt,  communicated  the  same  to 
ftli  the  chiefs  there,  [Poon/ih.]  If  a  petty 
Zemind&r,  and  a  (subject  of  our  government, 
like  this,  may  not  be  pnnislied,  how  shall 
our  authority  be  maintained  ?  The  justice 
of  tills  arc'iinent  was  admitted,  even  by 
R^o  Kista.  Tliu«  the  chastisement  of  this 
Zen,i>}<itlr  bociimc  necessary.  If  he  is 
broa^htto  reason  from  thence  [idrstyhy  tlie 
Mahrattah  chiefs]  it  will  be  weU ;  othe^wi^e 
it  will  be  exterminated. 

I>t  the  UHmAthteU^  of  Apl\{ee  R&o  re- 
ceive A  monthly  stipend  of  foni*  pugocka» 


Ton  most  not  admit  the  Brtkmmt^  t«  M 
participation  in  the  condnet  of  any  ac4>iet 
negotiation.  Yon  and  Noor  Hibommed 
KMn  [alone]  are  jointly  to  transact  [aS 
sach  aflahrt.] 

If  the  cfaie6  of  that  place,  ^orgettiiii:  avr 
past  favoors,  should  dispatch  an  nnn  j  to  the 
assistance  of  the  ZemindArof  Tierfnitmd^  wliat 
will  it  signify  ?  We  have,  under  the  diTiae 
blessing,  sent  a  strong  force  to  rednre  Nrr- 
g^ntf,  and  are  in  no  fear  of  its  sofferuif  any 
misfortune  from  their  array. 

N.B.  A  letter,  to  the  same  cfiect  as  the 
above,  and  of  the  same  date,  was  written  to 
Noor  Mahommed  KliiUi  (the  collrajnie  o'' 
Mahommed  CUiyls)  with  an  immaterial  ad- 
dition, respecting  some  biOs  of  cxcbange. 

OBSERVATIONS. 
.  Mahommed  Ghy&s  Kh&a  and  Noor 
Mahommed  KhiUi  were,  at  this  tiaae,  the 
diplomatic  agents  of  Tippoo  Soltan,  aft 
PooaaA.  The  former  of  tnem  vraa,  proba- 
blv,  at  the  head  of  the  mission,  since  musy 
of  tlie  letters  are  addressed  singly  to  tatm, 
and  in  all  of  them  his  name  stands 'first* 
Noor  Mahommed  Kb&n,  however,  woald 
seem  to  have  resided  longest  at  the 
Mahratta  court,  to  which,  there  is  reason  Ur 
believe,  he  had  been  originally  depated  by 
Hyder  All. 

The  present  correspondence  coanneBces 
jast  at  the  neriod  when  the  war  of  1785 
broke  out  between  the  StUttm  and  the 
Mahrattahs;  the  Utter  of  whom  were^ 
af^  some  time,  joined  by  Ninm  Ah 
Khan,  who  sent  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  to  act  with  their  army. 

The  ostensible,  or  more  immediate  caase 
of  the  present  mptnre,  is  to  be  traced,  on 
the  oae  hand,  to  the  right  which  the  SmiUm 
assnmed  of  chastising  a  contpmadoas 
tributary  ;  and^  on  the  other,  to  the  protec- 
tion which  the  Mahratta  govemmeat 
thought,  or  affected  to  think,  it  incombenft 
on  them  to  extend  to  this  offender ;  who 
was,  perhaps,  a  feudatory  of  the  Mahrattah 
empire  ;  in  like  manner  with  many  other 
Zemindkrs  and  PoUfg6r$,  who  depend,  in 
various  shapes,  and  at  the  same  time,  an 
different  superiors,  rendering  to  one  Ptkkr 
cush^  or  tribute,  and  to  another  mUitBrj 
service. 

But  it  was  not  merely,  or  perhaps  priact- 
pally,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
Zemind&r  of  Nergihid,  that  the  Mahrattah 
government  took  up  arms  agamst  the  Smi^n, 
Tliey  hud  clainu  on  him  for  consideraUe 
arrears  for  tribute,  the  discharge  of  which 
he  had  hitherto  refosed  or  evaded ;  and,  it 
was,  probtrbly,  less,  with  a  view  of  befriend- 
ing the  obnoxions  Zemmd&Ty  than  of  enforce 
ing  these  claims,  that  they  appealed  to  the 
sword. 

It  will  be  seen  ia  the  sef|ve1,  tiiaft  thoagh 


5uli4i». 


An  ageat.  Ap^jee  Rio  arai  probably  a  Mahrattah  chief,  ia  the  interest  o€  Tippaa^ 
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I|b  Sultan  mcceeded  in  inftctipg  a  ngnal 
chastiBeiiMiit  on  bis  rebeUiooi  tributary,  he 
was,  nevertbeless,  obliged  to  pay  the 
HCahrattahft  a  considerable  sum  or  money, 
not  less,  according  to  some  acconnts,  than 
forty  Iticki  of  rupee.*  Whether  this  was 
the  whole,  or  only  part  of  the  arrears  of 
tribute  claimed  by  them,  is  unknown  to  the 
translator,  who  has  neyer  met  with  the  treaty 
concluded  between  the  belligerent  powers, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1787.  The 
Niz^m  during  this  war,  lost  Adoni ;  which 
however,  was  restored  to  him  by  the  peace. 
'  By  the  fixedy  or  recpilated  9um,  spoken  of 
by  the  SnUan'ih  the  present  letter,  he  means 
the  Paiihcuxhy  or, tribute,  which  he  was 
bound  by  former  treaties  to  pay,  to  the 
government  of  PomaJi ;  but  which  he  does 
not  think  proper  to  recognise,  or  designate, 
by  any  term  denotive  of  inferiority,  which 
the  word  PaUhcush  certainly  is.  lliose 
who  negotiated  our  tirst  treaty  with  the 
court  of  Hydendfod  were  less  nice,  since 
they  agreed  to  pay  an  annual  Paishcush  to 
the  NixHm :  by  which  concession  they 
virtuaUy,  but,  no  doubt,  unconsciously, 
placed  the  East  India  company  in  the  situa- 
tion of  a  vassal  to  that  chieftain;  the  term 
Pm»hcuiky  in  its  restramed  sense,  and  as 
used  in  India,  signifying  tribute ;  and  in  no 
case  beii^g  applied  to  freeenU^  excepting  to 
those  of  a  subject  to  his  lord,  or  from  an 
i^iferior  to  a  superior.  It  might  be  difficult 
sow,  and. may  be  deemed  needless,  to 
obtain  the  suppression  of  this  degrading  ap- 
pellation. The  usurpers  of  this,  and  simi- 
lar vain  distinctions  and  marks  of  pre-emi- 
nence,t  in  proportion  as  tliey  have  lost, 
in  the  resolutions  c^  time,  tlii*  substance, 
may  be  more  safely  indulged  in  the  posses- 
sion of  this  shadow  of  power.  There  is, 
i^ppiiy*  >^  longer  any  danger  of  the  abuse 
being  extended :  this  is  equally  precluded 
by  our  increased  political  consideration 
throughout  India,  and  by  our  improved 
.knowledge  of  its  languages  and  usages. 
The  time  is  past  when  the  general  igno- 
rance that  j>revailed,  in  these  respects, 
iMnong  the  company's  servants,  placed  the 
interests  and  the  hfnonr  of  their  employers 
and  of  the  nation,  but  too  much  at' the 
mercy  of  native  agents  and  interpreters. 
There  is  only  one  more  remark  suggested 
by  the  preceding  letter.  If  the  SuUaj^  be 
«Uowed  credit  for  sincerity,  when  he  de- 
clares himself  ready  to  pay  the  arrears  due 
by  him  to  tlie  Mahrattahs,  immediately  on 
demand,  it  will  necessarily  follow,  that  the 


quettianof  tiibnte  was  not  the  principa. 
one  with  tibat  state,  any  more  than  with  its 
ally  the  Atstim,  whom,  indeed,  it  conld 
only  remetoly  concern.  Both  governments, 
possibly,  thought  to  oppose  some  check  to 
the  rising  power  of  tlie  SuUan<,  whose  ambi- 
tious views  had  begun  to  develope  them- 
selves, in  a  manner  that  might  well  awakett 
the  j^ousy,  and  excite  Uie  fars  of  his- 
neighbours.  In  this  case,  it  will  be  easy  to 
account  for  the  Mahrattab's  not  bein?  satis- 
fied with  the  S*Uan*8  professed  readiness 
to  discharge  their  pecuniary  demands, 
(however  sincere  they  might  think  him  in 
that  respect)  but  insistiug  on  his  relinquish- 
ing liis  designs  agait»t  Nirf^nd.  On  the 
whole,  it  seems  hifhiy  probable,  that  he 
would  have  avoiiled  a  war  at  tliis  time,  if 
he  could  have  done  so  consistently  with 
the  **  maintenance  of  his  autliority,''  (at 
he  himself  expresses  it)  or  without  sub- 
mitting to  the  disgrace  of  bemg  prescribed 
to  by  a  foreign  power.  His  fkvo4irite 
object,  and  mn^i  ardent  dc»ire,  was  to 
resume,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
hostilities  against  the  English ;  and  though 
he  might  think  hunself  equal  without  the 
hdp  of  the  Mahrattahs  and  Niz&m,  to  the 
successful  prosecution  of  that  design,  yet 
he  would,  at  least,  wish  for  the  neutrality 
of  those  powers  during  its  progress.  Wkh 
a  view  to  the  undertaking  alluded  to,  he 
had  already  resolved  upon  reverting  to  his 
former  alliance  with  the  French ;  and  he 
cherished  the  hope  of  being  soon  enabled, 
by  the  renewal  of  his  connexion  with  tliat 
nation,  to  give  vent  to  hjs  always  ill-con* 
cealed  hatred  of  their  rivals.  To  this  ever 
predominating  bias  of  his  mind,  and  to  his 
eager  anticipation  of  the  period,  when  the 
successful  termination  of  his  negotiationt 
with  France^  wonld  put  him  in  a  condition 
to  execute  his  projects  against  the  English, 
may^  perhaps,  in  a  great  measure,  be 
ascribed  the  advantageous  peace  which  he 
granted  to  the  courts  of  Poonak  and  Hyder^ 
tifmd,  at  the  end  of  a  war  in  which  he  cer- 
tainly gave  such  proots  of  military  supe- 
riority, as  made  his  enemies  very  willing 
to  retire  from  the  contest.  Tiie  reader 
already  knows  that  his  expectations  from 
Fiance,  and  his  hopes' of  conciliating  his 
neighbours,  pioved  alike  fallacious;  and 
that,  in  the  end,  he  was  compelled,  pre- 
maturely, and  singlc-lianded,  to  commit 
liis  foiiunes  in  an  unequal  struggle  with 
the  combined  tbrccs  of  all  the  powers  of 
tlie  Peninsula. 


*  The  SiiUtm  himself  in  his  Memoirs,  states  the  sum  at  twelve  I  e'-tof  rupees, 
t  Amongst  those  the  modes  of  address  employed  by  many  of  tue  pseudo  princes  of 
India,  in  writing  even  to  the  English  governors,' and  other  persons  in  high  official  situa- 
tions under  the  British  Oovemuent,  deserve  to  be  particularly  noticed ;  some  of  them 
being  such  as  would  not  now  be  tolerated,  if  attempted  to  be  introduced  for  the  first 
time.  The  same  advantage  was  taken  of  our  inexperience  in  other  matters  of  a  cere- 
monial kind ;  with  regard  to  many  of  which  I  am  inclined  to  thiuk,  we  do  not 
occupy  the  itation  to  which  we  are  entitled. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


47S 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REOWraR,  1810-11. 


LsTTm  XXXV.^ToRI^RiTDChan. 
diH-,  ."dme  date,  29tU 
A|>ril. 

Your  two  lettrr*  have  been  received; 
wbat  you  write  rc8|>ecting  the  excuse* 
made  by  the  '  mann^irtiirers  of  the  d»«itrict 
[mider  yon]  for  declininir  to  weave  the 
•tntis  we  tefinirc,  haa  excited  ofir  antonisb- 
fient .  wi  tiierefore  direct,  tJtat  tliey  he 
eonipelUdy  by  monacfii,  to  prepare  tlie 
jmnibiT  1)1  pitci'fi  leqiiirel,  with  the  utmost 
expttdition,  and  atrreeitbly  to  the  pattern 
[Ii-  n  tut'on']  wnt.  If,  nolwith^tandiri);  yom* 
iiiJMMt'uf.u^  and  menaces,  they  persitt  in 
liitir  U\m  pri'texrs  and  diMbcdknce,  they 
inuftt  W  \uU  florj^ed. 

\\  iiat  you  write  re<;ardin^  the  affair  of 
the  Hurkirehf*  Ran)&,  mI;o  has  been  pro- 
parting  false  rep  rts  to  th«  prejudice  of 
tiii'  pi- 0 pie  of  PtiHgaft9rey*  is  nnderstowl. 
Let  ilie  >aid  HHrh&nh  be  put  in  irons,  and 
confined;  and,  aAer  tali  ing^  security  from 
the  batiktrs  o^  I'tmaufrrt,  Kt  them  be 
relt  af^ed,  as  their  fariiier  detention  wouid 
be  idle. 


OBSKRVATIOXS. 

Revolting;  as  the  idea  of  fU'gsing  a  body 
•f  weavers,  fur  beinfr  averse  to  undertake 
a  fabric,  i^irh  which  tiiey  were  probably 
miacquairted,  or  which  they  might  not  be 
able  to  execute  viithout  detriment  to  their 
ordinary  occupation?,  must  appefir  to  every 
English  reader,  wc  are  obli^d  in  fairness 
to  Tippoo  Sultan  to  acknowledge,  tiiat 
timihir  acts  of  oppression  and  violence  are, 
by  no  means,  unconmion,  under  the  native 
foverfiments  of  India.  Still,  however,  such 
acts  usually  proceed  from  subordinate 
officers,  or  persons  exercising,  and  per- 
liaps  abusing,  delcgate«l  powf  r ;  and  rarely, 
it*  e^er,  disltnctly  and  immediately,  as  in 
the  instance  before  us,-  i\  om  the  sovereign 
liimself.  Thus  &c  evil,  generally  speaking, 
is  to  be  traced  to  the  despotic  natnre  of 
the  government ;  while,  in  the  case  under 
oonsidcration,  it  may  justly  be  referred, 
in  a  great  measure,*  lo  the  pei-sonal  cha^ 
racter  of  th<»  ruler. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck,  intlie 
fbrcgcing  letter,  by  the  sadden  transition 
which  it  exhibits,  from  flagrant  oppres  ion 
ti>  rigorous  justice.  Imprisonment  and 
chains  are  not  thoocht  too  t^evtrea  pninsh- 
roeut  for  caiumny,  by  the  luan,  who  in  the 
same  breath,  as 'may  be  said,  consigns  a 
mmierous  class  of  induettHoiis  artisans  to 
the  scourge,  for  nfcsing  to  Yelinqiiisli 
their  acciistcraed  pursuits",  in  order  to  ad- 
mini^cr  to  his  cAiprice.  But  such  incon- 
sistfiicics  are  com? tan tly  presenting  them- 
selves in  tlie  conduct  of  Tippoo  Sultan  ; 
whobe  in  egular  mind  was,  at  no  time,  under 


the  ittfKience  of  any  ^%t^  prioripir,  if 
Ugotr?,  and  still  more,  hatred  of  the  Eag^ 
lish,  ne  excepted.  T9  bomaiiity  of  ^^ 
position,  or  to  a  love  of  jnstice,  in  the 
abstract,  he  certainly  conW  lay  no  Haiim, 
andj  therefore,  in  punishing  the  Hwk^tk 
R4mA  as  he  did,  it  is  mnch  more  provide 
that  lie  was  actoated  by  resentment,  at  the 
imposition  attempted  to  Ix*  pract*5ed  npen 
liim  by  that  informer,  'ha  1  by  any  f-^  Jtng 
for  tlie  mjury  which  his  slander  might  have 
done  to  the  objects  of  it. 

Letteh  LXXXV.— To  the  same,  dated 
drdIHriry,orl6tk 
July. 

We  have  learned,  by  a  letter  firnm  the 
Sipahdkr,  Mahomwed  Ali,  **  that  he  iu» 
canied  hit  approaches  to  (he  edge  of  the 
ditch  ;  that  the  walls  and  batteries  oe  hia 
nde  are  levelled  to  tt^  •:roned,  and  that 
the  ditch  only  remains  to  be  filled."  Thar, 
then,  is  a  trifling  aflair;  let  the  ditch  be 
filled,  and  mtk  the  conuni  ami  concurrenet 
*tf  all,  let  the  place  be  stormed  and  taken. 
if,  however,  the  garrison  will  capitiilate» 
it  will  be  well ;  and  [in  this  case]  with  the 
exception  of  KI1&  Pandit,  the  rest  mav  tie 
allowed  their  tives  and  ftrras  ;  bnt  the  l^n- 
dit's  person  mnst  foe  iecttred.  Iirrhe  event, 
however,  of  [your  tieing  obliged  to  pro- 
ceed to]  tlie  assault  of  the  place,  eniff 
I'mimg  creature  in  if,  wheiker  am  or  Wfwm, 
old  or  yamng,  ihild^  dogy  c«l,  or  oiiy  timg 
e/ae,  wi;iitt  b^  fvt  U  ike  tmord^  with  the 
single  exception  of  Kftli  Pandit*  What 
more? 

OBSERVATIONS. 
The  sangninary  and  ferociovs  disposition 
of  Tippoo  Sulfaim  is  here  displayed  in  the 
most  glaring  and  odions  coloars.  The 
spirit  of  Nadir  Sliih  appears  to  breathe 
throngh  every  line  of  the  c«Dclo<ling  sen- 
tence .of  this  memorable  letter.  Kaift 
Pundit  was,'  most  probably,  reserved  for 
some  signal  punishment,  or,  perhaps,  he 
was  exempted  from  the  general  caraige 
here  directed,  because  his  immediate  deatti 
night  have  trastrated  the  Saltan's  views 
to  pecuniary  indemnification.  It  it  rather 
extraordinary  that  this  last  canaidemtioB 
did  not  also  lead  him  to  make  an  exceptioa, 
in  his  exterminating  mandate,  in  favour  of 
tlu>  wealthy  merchants  and  bankers  of  the 
place,  10  secure  whose  persons  he  was  sub- 
sequently extremely  anxious. 

Letter  CXIV.—To  Meer  Habomroed 

Sftdik;  same  date,  lltk 

September. 

It  has  been  represented  to  as,  that  Ow* 

bultia,(   a  M^usuddy  belopging    to   the 


*  A  iirrvant  employed  in  carrying  messages  and  letters,  running  before  a  jMdanileav 
and  various  other  servicer.    The  term  literally  signifies  a  factotum, 

t  The  particular  persons  are  specified  in  the  originsJ,  bat  the  passage  if  IDcgibltt 
Tht}  were,  probably,  the  bankeni  mentioned  immediately  ailerwarda. 

;  Name  uncertain. 
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Tifheh-hhAneh,  is  on  the  point  of  deaths 
and  that  his  brother-in-law  is  at  Ousaoor ; 
we  therefore  write  to  direct,  t'-at  you 
cause  guards  to  be  placed  OTcr  his  brotlier- 
iii-law,  aad  GomHshUfuf ;  and  that,  having 
wade  enquiries  respecting  his  substance* 
and  property,  you  procei-<i,  by  means  of 
acouri<fing,  [the  parties]  to  obtain  posb»*s- 
sion  of  Itiesuine.  Let  the  utmost  diliuence 
and  exertions  be  employed  in  tliis  business. 

Lnlchmiin.  anotiter  M^tuniddy  of  tne 
ToMheh-kli&nehj  possesses  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  particulars  of  Owbultia's  substance, 
you  must  tiitreforc  make  enquiry  of  him 
also,  and  seutl  and  seciire  the  goods' and 
property  [in  question]  wherever  they  may 

You  and  others  formerly  represented  to 
08,  that  [tiii.H  man]  possessed  property  to 
the  amount  of  a  luck  of  pagmlai.  Let  the 
same  be  sought  after  and  discovered,  and 
tiie  whole  he  brought  to  the  acco^uit  of 
■the  Sircar.    What  more  P 


OBSERVATIONS. 

It  does  not  appear,  from  anything  con- 
tained m  this  document,  that  Owbultia 
was  a  public  defaulter,  or  »tood  charged 
with  any  malversations;  and  yet,  consider- 
ing the  rigour  of  the  proceedings  directed, 
it  19  dillicult  to  believe  other>Kis«.  Tiicre 
is  a  pretty  plain  hint  in  th%  concluding 
paragraph,  that  Meer  S^dii^  would  be  held 
responsible  ivr  tiie  realization  of  the  sup* 
pofccd  amount  of  OwbnUias  property, 
Perhaps,  however,  this  was  only  meant  as 
a  stJnui  us  to  the  L)ew4ij  s  exertions  in  tho 
business. 

Meer  AlahOmmed  Skdik,  was  the  Sultanas 
Dew&n^  and,  in  tliat  cburactet,  presided 
over  the  revenue  department  of  .riysore. 
Europeans  commonly  considered  him  as 
Tippuo'0    prime    minister,   but   Tippoo's 

foveniment  recognised  no  such  ofKcer. 
'or  a  curious  engagement  whirh  the  SttU^mn 
made  this  person  enter  into,  toward  the 
end  of  the  year  1798,  the  tender  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Appendix  U.  IVIeer  S^dik 
lost  his  life  in  the  assault  of  Seringapatoin  ^ 
he  was  believed  by  many  persons  to  hare 
been  a  son  of  the  celebrated  Bussy,  uor 
was  the  uncommon  fairness  of  his  com- 
plexion the  only  circumstance  that  gave 
'weiaht  to  the  report,  of  uliich  more  par^ 
tJcaUr  mention  is  made  in  the  Appendix. 

Tjetter  CLX.—To  Meer  Kjbim ;  «ame 
date,  ?5th  November. 

You  are  to  buy  yearly,  aud  >iend  to  t!ie 
Aurt^il  of  AJunf^uIorf,  a  Jmndred  Ulls  of 
almonds,  and  tliirty  Utls  of  pistachioiiuts. 


Yon  have  still,  [on  hand]  of  former  im« 
portatious,  both  Sandal  wood,  and  black 
pepper ;  you  will  now  receive  more  of  each. 
This  stock  you  must  not  [immediately] 
expose  to  sale ;  but  give  out,  that  you 
have  received  our  orders  to  discontinue 
the  sale  thereof,  [at  IHuacat]  and  to  dis- 
patch it  to  Judtinh  ( vvlu'rc  siJso  we  have  a 
factory),  and  tiiat  you  are,  in  cousequcnce, 
about  to  do  so.  Having  circitlated  tliis 
report,  you  most  keep  the  goods  by  you, 
till  the  price  of  them  advanci-s  twenty-five 
or  thirty  pttgodwi^  (tlie  auuty)  wlien  you 
will  sell  them  [without  further  delay.] 

Letter  CXCIV. —  To  Budriiz  Zuman 
Khan ;  same  date, 
•jth  January. 

You  must  first  proceed  to  Ntfa.ii<i\  [iVff- 
lahser\  and  encHmpii>g  there  vitli  Leshlia,f 
make  some  delay,  ou  pretext  of  looking 
afier  Soonm,  tlwf  Tul  Cautery  man.  You 
will  titen  invite  Moonu  Kooi,  who,  toge- 
ther with  tu  nephew,  went  some  Jime  ago 
to  visit  Leshtia  and  Kooe  Worm  N&g,  once 
more  to  come  and  see  you ;  ^Ahell  you 
must  make  prisoners  of  himself,  his  nephew, 
and  Vfhatever  followers  may  be  wiUi  him, 
and  report  the  same  [immediately]  to  us. 
If  a  further  force  should  oocome  neces- 
sary, write  and  send  for  Urshnd  Bi.'g  and 
Hunkia,:  and  when  the  biisim.ss  is  fettled, 
let  them  return  'o  their  respective  sWions. 
We  Lave  sent  the  requisite  orders,  on  this 
occasion,  to  both  the  above -lueutiofled 
otFicers.  Yon  must,  by  ere:  y  po:isifUe  trick 
and  oontrkancp^  seen  re  the  pci>on  of  the 
aforesaid  rebel.  The  above-mentioned 
officei-s  will  remain  where  tlicy  now  are  till 
yon  send  for  them.  If  you  should  be  able 
to  do  without  thcm,^  let  them  know  it, 
in  order  that  they  may  repair  to  their  pro- 
pifr  stations. 

N.  il.  The  letter  to  Urshud  Baig  Khan„ 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  dispateti,  fol- 
lows next  in  tlie  manuscript,  but  is  omitted 
here  as  superflnous. 


LF.TTtB  CXCVL—To  Rnnmnst  Kh&n  ; 
same  di^rc,  5tli  Jan. 

[After  acknowledging,  witii  the  usual 
compliments,  the  receipt  of  a  letter  fioni 
Rohumst  Kh4n,  the  writer  proceeds  thus :] 

Some  time  ogo,  while  we  happened  to  be 
making;  a  progress,  slightly  attended,  for  the 
purpose  of  ms^rectin;:  Uie  forts  of  Bantralare^ 
Sec,  the  exciters  of  sedition  in  the  Kottrf^ 
country,  not  looking  to  the  [probable]  C('n- 
scquences  [ol  such-  conduct],  but  agree- 
ably to  the  nature  of  t!ic  children  of  sel- 
fishness,   and    of    opportunity -watchhig 


•  The  word  which  I  have  translated  tvbsiance,  commonly  enongh  denotes  subsiyfeuee 
or  livelihood  ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  uiet  with  it,  before,  in  the  sense  to  wiiicn 
lit  is  here  used. 

t  Name  uncertain, 

I  Name  uncertain. 

§  Literally^  <«  to  $«Lm  tte  rtbel  tiithont  theou* 
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rebek,  concchrkig:  tsib  hopes  from  the 
great  dUtmnce  or'  our  victorioiu  army, 
raited  their  heads,  out:  and  all^  in  tumult. 
Immediately,  on  our  hearing  of  this  cir- 
mmstanoe,  we  proceeded  with  the  utmost 
•peed,  and,  at  once,  made  prisoners  of 
forty  thousand  occasion-eeekini^  and  sedi- 
tion-ejicitini;  K^mrgg^  nho,  nlarmed  at  the 
approach  of  our  victorious  army,  had  ^1llnk 
mto  woods,  and  conci*aied  them^lves  in 
Utfty  mountains,  inaccessible  even  to  birds. 
Then  carrying  dsera  away  iVom  tiieir  native 
country,  (the  native  place  of  seditlou)  we 
rftised  Uiem  to  the  honour  of  lafam,  and 
incorporated  thrm  with  our  Ahmedy  corps. 
As  these  happy  tidines  are  calculated,  at 
•nee,  to  coof  ey  a  warning  to  hypocrites, 
and  to  afford  delizht  to  fi  icnds,  [but  more 
especially  to]  the  chipfs  of  the  true  be- 
lievers, the  pen  of  amiiy  has  here  recited 
Ibem  [for  your  information]. 

We  now  firmly  (mrpose 'repairing  to  that 
fjnarier,  [towards  Kwnnol]  and  shall  ac- 
cordint(lip  soon  arrive  there  with  our  vic« 
torious  forces;  when  the  meeting,  which 
wc  have  so  long  wished  to  have  with  that 
friend,  will  be  accomplislied.  K^jah 
Dborm  Doss,  and  Kh&jeh  LurtKillah,  shall 
hereafter  be  dismissed  and  dispatched  to 
that  friend.  We  trust  you  will  continue, 
fin  the  period  of  our  inters  icw,  to  delight 
and  rejoice  us  by  yonr  letters. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  reader, 
that  the  SuUtm  had  been  recently  apprized 
of  its  being  the  intention  of  Rumnust 
Khin,  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  some 
part  of  his  country,  which  had  been  taken 
possession  of  by  the  SuUhh  \  th<3  present 
dispatch,  therefure,  winch  is  the  true  boast- 
Inl  style  of  a  Persian  Fuinh-nfkmi'k*  or 
letter  of  victory,  mav  be  i'airly  coiisidered 
as  intended  to  intimidate  the  person  to 
whom  it  is  addresbfd  ;  oi,  iu  Tippoo*s  own 
words,  "  to  convey  a  wuniin;?  to  him,** 
of  what  he  might  cxpiot,  ii.  by  resistiug 
the  SuUan'a  \\ilf,  he  should  compel  the 
latter  to  pay  him  a  visit.  It  was,  more- 
over, well  calculated  lo  prepare  the  way 
for  the  pecnuiary  demand  wiiich  wt  shall 
presently  ste  made  upon  tliis  Patan  chief. 

The  turegoing  letter  contains  the  only 
antlientic  record  of  the  ShU'ium  recent 
expedition  agaiost  the  Kw»vs,  that!  have 
hitherto  met  with;  and,  if  we  mpy  ftive 
credit  to  his  account  of  its  isbuc,  he  would 


^ipet^t  to  liaye  bat  too  wdl  MStted,  i 
this  occasion,  the  threat  with  wfaicb  v 
have  seen  him  dismiss  the  assembled  chie 
of  that  nation,  in  the  year  1784. 

*'  I  have  vowed  to  God,"  said  he,  ^  tbi 
if  you  ever  again  rise  m  rebellion,  I  wi 
make  Mussuhnaos  of  your  whole  rac< 
aud  transplant  yon  all  from  hence,  t 
some  other  country."  See  Observations  oi 
Letter  ir.9.  

LuTTBR  covin.— To  Bndrfts  Zumi: 
Khlm ;  dated  13th  o 
Yoosttty,  19th  o 
January. 

Directing  him  to  crucify  me  miscrean 
Moona  Kool,  and  to  send  for  faia  Ikmily 
and  keep  them  confined  in  irom. 

If  the  nephew  of  Moona  Kool  should  b< 
more  than  twenty-five  years  of  age,  to  cru- 
cify him  also. 

Two  hundred  of  the  followers  of  Moona 
Kool,  to  be  made  Ahmedies,  and  pat  into 
tlie  •  •  •  •  •  «|  Ristla,  hitcly  dispatched 
[from  hence],  and  now  arrived  [at  Nngr]. 

Vou|  yourself  must  also  proceed  to 
Nugr,  lopether  with  the  troops  under  your 
command,  and  repairing  to  the  second 
Dew^H  of  Nagr,  who  is  [at  ihb  time]  at 
Seo-KuMah,$  there  make  a  setttement  of 
your  accounts  [with  him]. 

OBSERVATIONS. 
There  is  no  trace  in  any  of  the  docn- 
ments  in  my  possession,  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  person  of  tlie  unfortuimte  Moona 
Kool,  was  finally  secured,  but  the  instruc- 
tions given  at  different  times  regarding 
him,  make  it  sufficiently  probable  that  the 
object  was  attained  by  some  foul  or  trea- 
cherous means. 


I^TTBR  CCCCIX.—To  the  Dew&ns  of 
CaGcut;  same  date, 
^8th  Decemtier. 

Di«tsuade  Urshad  Baig  Khan  from  bis 
vain  purpose  of  repairing  to  the  houre  of 
God  (.Verca).  Try  at  first,  as  far  as  you 
may  he  able,  tlie  etfect  of  tair  persnssioo  ; 
and  if  this  shonid  not  succeed,  yoa  most, 
of  necessity,  confine  him.  Yon  mast,  hic- 
wise,  impri.son  the  courteaan,  who  has  been 
tlie  cause  of  this  atfiiir. 

N.  B.  Upon  Urshnd  Bai|fs  "  coming 
again  to  his  senses,"  as  it  is  expressed  in 
the  original,  he  was  restored  to  his  office, 
and  Uie  woman  in  question  was  released, 
and  **  dtiveik "  fVom  Caficui, 


•  It  is  customary  with  the  princes  of  the  East,  to  announce  to  one  another  the  vic- 
tories they  obtain  aver  their  tneimes.  This  is  done  in  lettei-s,  which,  from  the  subject 
•f  them,  an^  called  Futah-n&mfhi,  or  letters  of  victory. 

t  The  name  which  1  have  left  blank,  is  in  the  manuscript,  written  Akmeiti9gr\  bat  I 
know  of  no  sucli  place  in  Tippoo's  dominion^,  and  theiefore  suspect  the  right  reading 
to  have  been,  ^*  and  put  tben^  into  the  Ahmedf  [corps  ai]  at  Nvgr.' 

t  The  second  person  being  here  employed,  what  follows  is  to  be  considered  as  aa 
exact  transcript  of  the  original  dispatch,  and  not,  as  in  the  preceding  part,  the  mere 
headsof  it 

$  f<(amc  ttncertain« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ACCOUNT*  OP  BddKS. 


48i 


The  foregoing  extracts  must  satisfy 
the  present  curiosity  of  the  reader 
respecling  this  interesting  work  j  on 
which,  however,  before  we  dismiss  it 
from  our  bands,  we  may  be  permitted 
to  offer  one  or  two  general  observations. 

It  exhibits,  so  far  as  we  are  compe- 
tent to  judge,  a  most  accurate  and  scru- 
pulously failhfal  translation  of  writ- 
ings, original  in  design  and  style,  but 
obscure,  and  often  self-incomprehen- 
sible in  allusion.  A  most  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  language  of  the 
writer,  which  is  discoverable  in  every 
page  of  the  selection,  has  enabled  the 
translator  to  preserve  the  meaning, 
character,  and  spirit  of  his  author, 
■without  losing  any  feature  of  his  ori- 
ginality—and a  mosf  intimate  acquaint** 
ance  with  the  manners  and  history  of 


surrounding  persons  and  things,  to 
which  the  letters  refer,  has  qualified 
him  for  illustrating,  by  his  own  pecu- 
liar acquisitions,  what  else  woold  hav6 
been  doubtfbl  and  dark.  He  has 
added,  but  has  not  taken  any  thing 
from  thd  value  of  his  original.  He  hat 
followed  the  Sultan  with  the  dignity 
of  a  free-man, — not  the  servility  of 
the  slave ;  he  has  laid  down  the  prin- 
ciples of  what  a  translation  should  be, 
and  enforced  his  principles  by  his  own 
example  ;  he  has  \&f\  a  model  for  tho 
imitation  of  future  translators,  and 
a  study,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the 
expression,  in  the;  frequent  exempli^ 
fications  and  illustrations  of  idiomatic 
expressions,  whereby  the  less  proficient 
Persian  scholar  may  better  understand 
his  authors,  and  improve  his  style. 


Sketch  of  the  Political  History  of  India,  from  the  introduction  of  Mr,  PitCs 
£ill,  A.  D,  l7S4f  to  the  present  date.  By  J.Malcolm,  lieut.-col.  in  the 
Honourable  the  East  India  Company's  Madras  army,  resident  at  Mysore, 
and  late  envoy  to  the  Court  of  Persia.   W.  Miller. 


Though  the  above  title  would  infer 
that  the  author  intended  that  his 
enquiry  should,  not  rjclate  further  back 
'  than  the  date  of  Mr.  Pitt's  bill ;  yet, 
in  the  execution  of  his  design,  he  has 
fboiid  it  necessary,  it  seems,  to  add  an 
introductory  chapter,  by  way  of  in- 
duction to  his  history,  giving  a  concise 
account  of  the  rise,  and  progress  of 
the  afl^airs  of  the  F^asi  India  Company 
ID  Asia.  With  this  view  he  traces> 
incidentally,  but  sufficiently  for  hi^ 
parpose,  the  first  steps  of  their  adven- 
ture in  1497,  through  all  the  inter- 
mediate gradations,  to  1/84,  whence 
be  proposes  to  pursue  his  subject  more 
xxictbodically,  and  at  large. 

In  the  outset  of  his  introduction, 
tbe  author  describes  generally,  the 
origin  and  operation  of  tbe  Company's 
jiuthority  j  and  afterwards  descends  to 
particular  facts  and  circumstances  of 
lii story,  as  corroboratory  of  his  gene- 
ral statement.  '  As  the  latter  are  fami- 
liarly known  to  most  of  tbe  readers 
Vol..  12. 


of  the  Asiatic  Register,  we  shallVefraia 
from  adverting  to  them  here,  and  con- 
tent ourselves  with  transcribing  in  thif 
place  the  course  and  effect  of  the 
power  of  the  Company,  as  shewn  in 
the  work  before  us. 

**  Tbe  ffieat  empire,**  says  the  author, 
''  whirh  England  has  established  in  the 
East,  will  be  the  theme  of  wonder  to  sbc* 
ccedin^  ages.  That  a  small  IsltiiKl  in  the 
Atlantic  should  have  conqaered,  and  held 
the  vajit  continent  of  India  as  a  subject 
province,  is  in  itself  a  fact,  which  can  never 
be  stated  without  exciting  astonisliment. 

"  But  the  Mirprife  will  be  increaited,  when 
it  is  added,  that  this  great  conquest  was 
made,  not  by  the  collective  force  of  the 
nation,  b>tt  by  a  company  of  merchants, 
who,  originally  vested  with  a  charter  ©f 
exclusive  ccmiucrce^  and  with  the  privilege 
and  right  to  protect  their  property,  and  to 
retaliate  attack,  were  in  afe:w  yean  bur- 
ned, by  the  eitterpris*»  and  ambition  of 
their  agent'* ;  the  hostile  and  rival  spirit 
of  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  and  the 
weaknej^s  and  perfidy  of  the  princes  of 
Asia,  to  whom  they  became,  from  their 
encroachments .  or  their  riches,  an  object 
of  jealouiy  or  pluader,  into  tbe  possessioB 
I  i 
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of  ro^  po^i'^y  *>m1  actvally  foimd  tUeniT 
selves  called  apoo  to  aci  in  the  cliaracter 
of  SoTereigns  oyer  extended  kingdoms, 
before  they  bad  retted  to  be  the  mertan- 
tile  directors  of  petty  factories. 

*'  TboM  who  l(K>k  deep*  into  the  caases 
of  great  revolotions,  and  find  tbcni,  not 
in  the  soccessful  issue  of  the  complex 
ftdiemes  of  ambitions  statesmen,  but  in 
the  simple  operation  of  uatarai  and  ob- 
^o«s  cantes,  ;Mrill,  perhaps  discorer,  that 
the  means  bv  which  India  was  rendered 
subject  to  England,  (however  inadequate 
they  might  at  first  glance  appear,)  wcie  of 
all  otlters  the  best  calculated  to  eficct  tliat 
ipreat  object.  Force  and  power  could 
not  have  approached  the  shores  of  IncUa, 
witliont  meeting  Hitli  resistance;  but  Ho 
the  unpielendinc  merchant  every  encou- 
ragemrnt  ^vas  onered :  and  when  the  spirit 
witli  which  the  early  settlers  dtfeudcd  their 
property  from  opoliation,  sliowed  they 
were  as  superior  in  Uieir  military  as  tlieir 
commeicial  character,  they  became  more 
«n  object  of  admiration  than  of  jea- 
lousy to  the  principal  powers  of  India ; 
who,  in  process  of  time,  courted  their 
alliance  and  aid  against  each  other. 

**  For  the  agents  of  the  Company  to  have 
refused  such  aid,  was,  perhaps,  in  many 
cases,  impossible  ;  or,  at  least,  would  have 
been  dangerous  to  tiieir  immediate  security, 
and  by  granting  it,  additional  immunities 
and  privileges,  calculated  to  benefit  and 
increase  tlieir  trade,  were  often  obtained  ; 
«ud  thus  the  desire  -of  promoting  the  secu< 
iity,  and  improving  the  prosperity,  of 
their  conmiercial  establiMhments,  first  led 
them  to  political  connections.  From  tliat 
moment,  the  substance,  though  not 
the  form,  of  their  government  was  alter* 
ed :  and  they  were  involved,  beyond  the 
power  of  retreating,  in  all  the  complicated 
relationsof  a  pohiical  state.  This  impor- 
tant chaiige  was  reluctantly  admitted  by 
the  managers  of  the  company's  concerns  in 
England,  as  the  advantages,  which  had 
attended  tlie  early  commerce  with  India, 
made  tlie  proprietors  of  that  capital  by 
which  it  was  carried  on,  view  with  anxiety 
and  alarm  a  revolution*  which  they  thonuht 
increased  their  risk,  without  a  prospect  of 
adequate  return;  tlicy  consequently  de- 
nounced, at  every  step,  that  progress, 
which  their  agents  made  to  territorial  pow- 
er in  India;  and,  with  a  view  of  checking 
this  spirit  of  asgrandizemeut,  they  at 
last  called  for  tlie  aid  of  the  legislative 
power  of  t!ie  kiof;dom,  which  readily  se- 
conded tlieir  et^'orts,  and  pave  the  autliority 
of  law  to  their  orders.  But  had  those 
proprietors,  or  tbe  administration  of  the 
eoveniment  of  England,  been  more  fully 
informed,  or  had  tliey  drawii  their  conclu- 
sions more  from  plain  practical  reasoning, 
cpmbined  with  a  correct  view  of  htman 
nature  (as  it  existed  in  the  country  for 
wliichthey  legislated,)  than  t'fom  abstract 


principles  of  general  policy,  they  migfat: 
perhaps,  have  been  more  moderate,  auj 
less  ilogmatical  in  their  efiorts  to  correct 
tlie  system ;  and  they  might  have  discovered 
that,  thoqgh  they  mi^t  regulate,  it  was  a, 
vain  attempt  to  endeavour  to  stop  altoi^ 
ffcther  the  career  of  a  state,  which  watt 
rising  rapidly  into  greatness,  under  the 
infiuence  of  causes,  that  were  irresisti- 
ble in  their  force,  and  which  it  was  not 
possible  to  contronl.  The  tmtb  is,  that 
from  the  day  on  which  the  company's  troops 
marched  one  mile  from  their  factories,  the 
increase  of  tkeir  territories  and  their 
armies  became  a  principle  of  self-preser- 
vation ;  and,  at  the  end  of  ever^  one  of 
those  numerous  contests  in  which  they 
were  involved  b^  the  jealousy,  avarice,  or 
ambition,  of  their  neighbours,  or  tbe  rapa- 
city and  ambition  of  their  own  servants, 
they  were  forced  to  adopt  measures  for  im- 
proving their  strength ;  which  soon  appear- 
ed to  l^  tlie  only  mode  by  which  they  conld 
avert  the  occurrence  of  similar  danger.. 

*<  Such,  in  a  few  words,  is  the  history  of 
tlie  progress  of  the  East  India  couipany  to 
power  in  India.** 

It  is  supposed,  and  argued  bj  the 
author,  that  the  policy  of  tbe  parent 
state  has  not  been  suited  to  the  rapid 
progress  and  success  of  British  inflaence 
in  t£e  East,  or  to  use  his  own  words — 

"  llic  Britisli  leffislature  has  hitherto 
but  slowly  fi>llowea  the  proeress  of  the 
power  of  the  company  in  India.  It  had 
legislated  for  factories  on  a  foreign  shore, 
when  that  corporation  was  in  tbe  possession 
of  provinces;  and  when  the  laws  were 
completed  to  covern  those,  it  had  obtained 
kingdoms.  Ibat  the  present  system  of 
government  is  inadeqnatsu  and  the  laws 
under  which  it  exists,  defective,  and  not 
calculated  for  the  greatness  of  tiie  empire, 
every  one  acquaint  with  the  subject  most 
acknowledge ;  and  the  time  probably  ap- 
proaches, when  »orae  great  change  must 
take  place.  But,  at  all  events,  our  interests 
in  India  have  become  at  this  moment  an 
object  of  the  mo«t  serious  consideration: 
and  whetlier  the  present  constitution  of 
government  be  confirmed  or  changed,  it  is 
qf  importance  to  examine  rll  those  nct5, 
which  can  enable  us  to  jodge  of  its  merits 
and  defects,  as  such  alone  can  qualify  these, 
on  whom  that  duty  must  devolve,  to  torm 
plans  for  its  future  security  and  improve- 
ment. 

**  What  appears  the  most  prominent 
error  in  all  tlie  laws  and  reeuiatioos  which 
have  been  passed  in  England,  relative  to 
the  political  government  of  India,  is,  that 
dogmatical  principle  on  which  they  pro- 
ceed, in  the  endeavour  to  ^j,  tiiat  which 
is  constantly  changing.  This  principle  is, 
perha|)s,  too  natural  to  those  ^y  whom 
thi'iic  laws  and  regulations  most  be  framed, 
ever  to  he  whtlly  eradicated.     It  ari&ts 
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out  ff  a  warm  interest  in  what  immediately  voured  to  shew,  bow  successful!/ we 
aticcu  tlie  mother  country  and  a  tVelin^,  ^g  do  not  pretend  to  pronounce,  from 
which  approaches  to  mdiffcrcnce  toward  .•  ^  ^^r^  *  r.i.  ^-a-  .  j 
onr  disiiut  poJwioas.  This  produces  ^l>e  effect  of  the  ditlerenl  and  contrast- 
a  continual  desire  to  mould  the  latter  into  ^^  administratioiw  of  the  several  emi- 
that  shape  and  character,  which  will  be^t  nent  personages  named,  that  a  neu- 
suitthefonnerjbut,  unfortunately,  an  em-  tral  system  of  policy,  even  with  the 
pile  is  a  substance  which  cannot  be  shaped  ^^^  favourable  disposition  of  gover- 
aud  mouldt-d.     It  is  by  tne  laws  ot  natnic  .  .  ,i_  i  j- 

mutable;  and  thin  character,  which  our  norsio  comport  themselves  according  to  v 
empire  in  the  Eant  Ims  iti  common  with  all  \^  prmciple,  however  fair  it  may  sound 
empires  in  the  world,  has  hitherto,  and  in  theory,  is  not  reducible  to  action ; 
must  always  continue  to  disappoint  tliose  and  that,  even  if  it  could  b^  acted  on. 
^i!V^,:S^^Z^^'^'^  i?  -  -'-'«d  torhe  s.a.ea„d  condi- 
IxiiHf  Uie  exact  power  of  the  British  go^  ^»o"  of  surrounding  circumstances, 
vernment  in  Asia."  This  is  particularly  inferred  from  the 

It  would  seem  necessary,  in  the  opi-  conduct  of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis, 
lion  of  the  author,  from  the  inference  who  is  well  known  to  have  entertained 
3f  his  preliminary  observations,  that  a  pacific  temper  towards  neighbouring 
he  legislature  should  entertain  larger  states,,  so  far  as  it  was  prudent;  or, 
lotions  q{  the  importance  of  British  indeed,  practicable  to  carry  it  5  and 
India,  and  should  adopt  a  system  of  who  yet,  in  despite  of  this  bis  natural 
i;overnment  more  suitable  to  the  na-  disposition,  and  the  instructions  of  his 
lire  of  things  as  they  stand  5  instead  constituents,- could  not  help  involving 
>f  persevering  in  a  policy,  applicable  himself  in  hostilities,  and  adding,  con- 

0  other  times,  and  to  circumstances  trary  to  the  intention  of  the  legislature, 
hat  have  long  ceased  to  exist.  To  aid  to  the  dominions  of  the  company, 
ind  assist  the  legislature  in  the  per-  And  the  positions  are  further  enforced 
brmanqe  of  the  task — •'  It  is  the  ob-  by  the  result,  as  it  is  stated,  of  the  go- 
ect,"  as  tlie  author  tells  us,  "  of  his  vernment  of  Sir  John  Shore.  Spe^k- 
vork,  to  afford  information  to  those  ing  more  particularly  of  the  neutrnl 
ipon  whom  this  important  labour  policy,  recommended  in  the  legislative 
nust  devolve,  and  to  elucidate  (as  well  declaration.  Colonel  Malcolm  tbusex- 
ts  he  can)  the  political  principles  upon  presses  himself: 

vhich  the  government  of  British  India  **  This  system,  however,  whUe  it  might 

las  been  conducted,  since  the  intro-  !*^^^  "^^^"^^  degree  Uie  eitect  or  promot- 

1  .•  c  "KM  T»'..»  V.ii  •  ,*,«^  .»  mg  wars  amonif  Other  States,  did  not  seem 
luctionof  Mr.  Pitt  s  bill  in  1 784/  ,i£,,y  ^o  secure  the  exemption  of  the  na- 

In    the  prosecution  of  his  design,  tion,  by  winch  it  was  followed,  from  that 

i^olonel  Malcolm  takes  a  comprehen-  evil,  it  was,  ittfact,  one  state  withdrawing, 

ive  view  of  the  successive  adminis-  ***  ™"c**  ^^  circumstances  would  permit,  ,, 

^.:  ...-   ^iT  »u^  ^^..^•^ «,-..**  ^o*^«^i  r^f  frO»n  any  concern  in  tlie  interests  of  that 

rations  of  the  government-gen^.^ral  of  commouwealih  of  nations,  among  whom  it 

odia,  under  the  Marquis  ComwaUts,  y,^  placed:  and  that  secession  not  only 

>ir  John  Shore,  the  Marquis  IVellesleyt  deprived  it  of  the  exercise  of  all  those  means 

ind    Sir  George  Barlow,  noticing  the  by  which  governments  preserve  their  secu- 

^veral  political  engagements  and  al-  rity,  bat  exposed  it  to  all  the  dangers  of  U»e 

S    .^  ^  J      °jR   .  .   J  J  asrcrandizement  Ota  rival  state,  or  the  con- 

«ncesmstituted,  and  mterrupted  dur.  tVd^nicy  among  nmnbers  against  its  power: 

tig  their  several  and  respective  govern*  ctents,  which  became  more  probable^  from 

nents— the  wars  that  occurredr-lhe  that  decrease  offanie  ami  esttmanon,  which 

•ausesand  the  consequences  cf  them,  was  the  obrious  and  inevitable  result  of  the 

_t  woo!d  be  beyond  our  province  .o  •'"'I'^^rS  of  thi,  ,y.tea,.  however, 
ollow  the  author  in  this  wide  and  va-  ^.^ye  tried  ^luring  the  administration  of  Sir 
iouB  range,  which  embraces  much  John  Shore,  who  apj>ears  to  have  been  uni- 
mportant and  most  interestirg  matter  forraly  actuated  h>  a  rinceie  and  conscien- 
br  reflection ;  but  it  certainly  is  not  tiaw  disireto  govern  India  kgreeably  to  tj.e  ' 
•  ^:-«  ♦«  ..„-  v,^u^A  «u«  »«  strict  and  htcral  seme  of  the  act  of  the 
oreign  to  our  limited  plan,  to  legislature,  and  to  the  wishes  of  his  supe- 
ake  a  summary  notice  of  the  dodnc-  riors  in  England;  totheimphcit  execution 
icns  which  he  has  drawn  from  the  of  vi hose  orders,  Ids  great  abHity  and  expe-  ' 
vents  enumerated.     He  has    e»dea.  rience  weic,  on  all  occasions,  most  zeal-.  ^ 
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«i»1y  ippBed.    The  resnlt  of  tW«  rram- 
iMBt,  o*eri  an  important  tetjon  to  those 
who  are  entrusted  with  the  adminittmllon 
Tf  Britirindia.     It  wa.  proved  from  the 
erent*    of  this  admimstration.    that    no 
ffround   of  political  adTantaifi'   coirid   he 
Doncd,  without  beinu  iMtanU^  occu- 
p^  by  an  enemy  ;  and  that  to  resign  in- 
Snenc/,  wa,  not  "irrcly  to  res.^  pojjr 
bnt  to  allow  tUat  to  pa5»  into  hands  hosuie 
to    tlie   Rrirt.h  ROTernmcnt.    The^^"*?" 
qneoce   of  poliUcal   inaction  waa  equally 
2bvioa..     hfo  one  measure  of  »niportance 
vras  Uken,  except  the  elevation  of  J>aadiit 
A«v,  to  tLe  in„r„ud  of  Oude;  which  Uie 

govemor-^rcnerul  «^?^^»»  >'*,.^'^P'^„\'Ti 
^a«  forced  upon  his  adoption     But  tl^ 
inactive  system  of  policy,  so  far  rrom^X. 
iaining  iti  object,  which  was  to  oreserve 
i^aiiTupon  ithe  footing  in  whicfi  it  had 
Kthem.  had  only  the  effect  of  making 
the    British'  government  »taU<)nary^*^^ 
all  aronnd  it  advanced ;  and  of  «P«»"J8 
It  to  those  danger.,  whicj  ^^*«1^^  .(^^?/!^ 
revolations  of  its  »«8*^»>^"?' J^^^^^^^^^ 
even  deniedr^the    power  of  adopung   its 
,     pol"cy    to   the  change    of  circrmstanc^. 
^'he  qltimate  conseqncnren  ^/re  snch  as 
might  liave  been  expected.    A  penod  of 
Ka«  peace,  so  fir  from  having  added 
to  tbestreSgth,  or  improved  the  »ec«nty  of 
the  BriUsh  dominions  in  India,  had  placed 
them  in  a  situation  of  comparative  da„^^^^^^^ 
Though  the  British  strength  was  notl^seu. 
•d,  the  power  and  resources  of  the  other 
.tat^oflndia  had  increased.    The  confi- 
:l'nTe  and  attachment  of  oi.  atiieswr 
nmch   slHikcn,  if  not  destroyed ;  and  the 
presumption  and  hostile  dispn..Uon  of  the 
principal  native  powe.s  in  \n^»»  ^^Vj^^";*^ 
•liowed,  that  it  waHto  a  pnnciple  of  weak- 
ness, OT  of  selfish  policy,  and  not  of  mode- 
ralion  that  they  ascribed  the  course  which 
htd  been  pur^^  K"tish  govern- 

""  And  again,   treating*  of  ibe  aanoe 

iystem,  \n  anoiher  part  of  his  work, 

th6  author  proceeds : 

•*  The  professed  object  of  thw  system,  IS 

to  Avoid,  by  contracting  our  po.iticja  rela- 
tlons,  that  continual  embarrassmi^nt  to 
which  it  is  argued,  we  must  otherwise  be 
•ohiecT:  and  all  measures  pursued  arc  to 
beconlirmableto  cerUin  gwierai  prmci- 
pies,  which,  like  abroad-fchield  are  to  save 
S»  from  every  injury  :  ai.dsimphfy  the  whole 
ftf  heme  of  our  gcvemmtnt  m  India. 

iJ^f  such  a  result  was  reaDy  attainable, 
the  task  of  rul  ng  would  become  easy,  and 
the  whole  machine  of  government  n^Jg»»t  be 
keot  in  order  by  a  very  moderate  share  of 
•ttVnt  on  and  understanding;  but,  untortu. 
aatelv.  all  experience  is  agwnst  such  a  con. 
S;^UicKis  indeed  contrary  to  tten^ 
Inre  of  man.  We  must,  if  we  endeavour  to 
fly  from  those  poUtical  cmbana^ents  and 
complex  relations,  which  have  been  m  aU 
aJS^^cOndUioS  of  extended  power  and. 


dominion,  •'^^J* ^^^^^^S^^ 
•viU  than  tiwae  from  whkh  we  try  to  es- 
cape. With  regard  to  aU  ffenerri  pnnc^ 
of  mle,  we  should  recollect,    that  thcur 
valoe  is  not  in  their  abstract  ace»eii€^ 
bnt  in  their  aeawnable  and  just  appUcn- 
tion ;  for  it  is  the  great  and  sole  art  of  go- 
vernment to  adapt  principlea  to  the  cootj- 
Dual  changes  of  hmmau  affaira,  into  a  shape 
that  suits  principle.    This  observation  ap- 
plies  with  peculiar  force  to  onr  ««P»f«  J* 
India;    which,   from  iti  fonwlation,    the 
nature  of  ito  government,  and  the  ▼aiioja 
tribes  and  nations  vrhich  it  mclodea,  de- 
mands more  wisdom,  and  more  modificrtion 
of  system  in  its  government,  than  pertiai» 
my  ikat  ever  waa  established  m  the  um- 

"  This  empire,  though  r«scd  by  the  ope 
ration  of  many  and  various  causes,  liaa 
been  chieay  established,  and  must  be  in- 
stantly maintained,  by  the  swori.  Bot 
though  we  must  continue  to  govern  as  con- 
querors, it  is  our  doty  to  make  our  mle  « 
SeneBt  to  mankind :  and  to  carry  anions 
those  whom  we  have  subdued,  the  Ueasin^ 
of  peace,  knowledge,  jnd  improvement  m 
all  the  arts  of  civilifed  life.  And  at  tUt 
staae  which  our  power  m  Inma  Has  at- 
Uined,  we  wiU  probably  find  theaccon^ 
plishment  of  such  an  object  easiei^  and 
more  conducive  to  our  secnntv,  thanjjH 
tlie  wars  and  contests,  in  which  a  aeUisfe 
and  nentral  poUcy  can  ever  .mTolve  our 

neisfhbours."  ,     j.j 

The  busy  period  and  splendid  career 
of  the-Jrtarquis  fVtlUsley's  admioistra- 
tion  is  put  in  contrast  with  the  qaiet 
and  less  eventful  scenes  prescntwi  ia 
the  view  of  the  govemmenU /of  Sir 
John   Shwe,  and  of  Sir  G.  Bartow ; 

and  are  spoken  of  in  language,  at  oocd 

expressive  of  the  author's  adniiration. 

and  his  sense  of  the  superiority  of  th« 

former  adnainistraiion,  in  iu  principle 

and  its  effect. 

Of  the  active  motive,  and  resulting 

effect,  of  the  noble  Marquis's  admiois- 

tration.  the  author  gives  the  following 

aninoated  description. 
"  The    great  success    which  attended 

I.ord  Wellesley's  administration  of  British 

India,  is,  on  a  general  ^*«:>,  «'»*;'^^J? 
excite  Sstonishraent ;  nor  will  that  be  dirai- 
nished  by  a  nearer  contemplation  of  tte 
manner  in  which  he  ruled  the  large  emjjire 
committed  to  hU  charge.  Hw  great  mind 
pervaded  the  whole ;  and  a  portion  of  ha 
spirit  was  infused  into  every  agent,  whom 
he  employed;  his  authority  was  *s  foHr 
recogaited  in  the  remotest  part  of  BntiJ 
Indil,  as  in  Fort  WiUiam  ;  aU  sought  hb 
praise ;  all  dreaded  his  censnre  ;  his  confi- 
Sence  (n  those  whom  he  employed  wasnn- 
limiteif  tod  tkey  were  urged  to  ezertitR 
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by  eTcfy  motiTe  that  can  stimulate  a  good 
or  prond  raindto  action;  he  was  as  eager  to 
spplaod,  as  he  was  relnctant  to  condemn 
those  whom  he  believed  conscientioas  in 
the  dischtfsfe  of  their  public  dnty.  It  was 
the  habit  of  his  mind  to  be  slow  in  cooncil, 
bat  rapid  in  action  ;  and  he  expecrtcd  the 
greatest  efforts  from  those  he  employed  in 
the  execQtion  of  his  measures^  wliom  he 
always  relieved  from  every  species  of  vexa- 
tious counteractiob  and  delay, nvhict)  could 
arise  from  the  untimely  intrusiou  of  ofllcial 
forms,  or  the  unreasonable  pretensions  of 
lesser  authorities.'' 

Having  examined  at  some  length* 
and  in  teveral  distinct  chapters,  the 
public  acts  of  the  separate  administra- 
tion8>  in  the  manner  be  had  proposed 
to  treat  tbem^  and  having  drawn  tiie 
conclusions  which  the  author  con- 
ceived to  flow  from  such  s^ts,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  recommend  the  policy,  which 
be  considers  calculated  to  cure  the  sup- 
posed defects  of  the  system  of  govern- 
ment for  British  India,  not  a^i  it  ap- 
pears in  theory/  but  as  it  is  seen  in  ac- 
taal  operation. 

The  chapter  devoted  to  the  latter 
object,  comprises  infinite  matter,  and 
the  most  perplexed  considerations.  It 
^  enters,  somewhat  minutely,  itito  the 
constitution  of  the  court  of  directors, 
and  board  of  controul,  of  the  office  of 
governor-general,  and  the  political  prin- 
ciples which  should  govern  our  inter- 
course with  the  native  powers  and  sub- 
jects of  India.  The  examination  of 
these  sev.eral  heads,  would  occupy 
more  space  than  our  scanty  limits  allow, 
we  shall,  therefore,  confine  what  we 
have  to  offer  to  a  siugle  observation,  as 
to  the  result  of  the  whole,  from  the 
impression  that  the  perusal  of  this  part 
of  the  work  has  left  on  oUr  minds,  ft 
would  appear  that  the  author  has  meant 
to  argue,  firom  the  premises  he  sup- 
poses to  have  established,  that  the  sys- 
tem laid  down  for  the  government  of 
India,  is  too  complex  and  involuted, 
committed  to  too  many  organs,  and 
some  of  these  ill  adapted  to  their  de- 
signed functions;  that  the  contradictory 
powers,  at  least  in  the  practice  of  the 
court  of  directors  and  board  of  controul, 
counteradt  one  another  -,  and  both  of 
them  operate  injuriously  on  the  proper 
discharge  of  the  office  of  governor- 
general  i  that  this  .should  be  less  li- 


mited in  its  authority,  should  not  be 
exercised  in  a  particular  spot,  but  should 
have  a  free  range  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory ;  in  a  word,  that  the  government 
should  be  raore  single,  the  power  of 
the  governor  raore  complete,  and  the 
•1-esponsibility,  in  consequence,  more 
direct.  In  all  of  which  results  tha 
general  reader  may  agree,  if  he  assents 
to  the  premises  from  which  they  are 
drawn ;  but  there  may  be  some,  who 
may  not  perchance  accompany  the 
author,  in  the  full  extent  of  his  pri- 
mary positions,  and  in  the  degree  of 
their  dissent  from  them,  they  may  be 
induced  to  question  his  subsequent  con- 
clusions. Though  we  ourselves  do  not 
admit  the  entire  premises  ot  the  author, 
we  cannot  but  admire  the  candour  with 
which  they  are  generally  laid  down, 
and  the  ingenuity  with  which  they  are 
enforced.  And  with  this  our  impres- 
sion of  the  work,  we  may  safely  com- 
mend it  to  the  perusal,  and  serious  con- 
sideration of  those,  who  may  be  soon 
called  upon  to  legislate  for  tne  future 
government  of  this  vast  empire. 

There  are  some  topics,  incidentally 
mixed  with  the  leading  part  of  the 
work,  which  are  deser^uig  of  peculiar 
notice ;  such  as  relate  to  a  recom- 
mended melioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  children  descended  from  an  European 
parent  on  one  side ;  the  discouragement 
of  a  general  plan  for  the  introduction 
of  the  christian  religion  into  India ;  to 
the  allowance  of  a  limited  and  regu- 
lated colonization,  and  to  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  military  system,  both  as 
regards  the  East  India  company's  offi-^ 
cers,  and  the  private  classes,  of  which 
the  Indian  armies  are  for  the  most  part 
formed.  On  the  latter  division  of  the 
subject  the  author  may  be  regarded  as 
no  common,  or  mean  authority,  hav« 
ing  nearly  passed  a  life,  as  he  informs 
us,  with  those, of  whose  condition  he  is 
speaking. 

But,  however  the  latter  circum- 
stance may  qualify  the  writer  to  treat 
the  subjects  at  large,  it  may  in  certain 
particulars  be  imagined  to  influence  his 
pen,  and  to  take  something  from  the 
credit  otherwise  due  to  his  recommen* 
dations.  The  greater  part  of  the  sug- 
gested reformatiuQ  would  seem  to  bo 
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rational  and  desirable;  but  (here  are 
other  portions  of  it,  apparently  too 
visionary  and  experimentat  to  be  re- 
ceived on  any  single  name,  however 
respectable,  or  on  any  other  less  autho. 
rity  than  the  concorrent,  nncontradic- 


tory  tcstinwny  of  the  general  body  of 
officers  commanding  the  Indian  army. 
But  this  is  a  test,  we  may  be  pemnitted 
to  say,  to  which  the  author  hinnself 
would  roost  willingly  and  cheerfully 
subtbtt  it. 


Historical  Sketches  of  the  South  of  India,  in  an  attempt  to  trace  the  History  of 
Mysore,  from  the  origin  of  the  Hindoo  government  of  that  state,  fa  the  «r- 
tiaction  of  the  Mahommedan   Dynasty,    in   1799.     By  Lieut.  Col.   Mark 
•  Wilkes.    Longman,  Hurst,  Rees,  and  Orme. 


Of  this  respectable  work  it  is  scarcely 
practicable  to  give  any  distinct  ab- 
stract. The  nature  and  object  of  it 
seem  sufficiently  apparent  on  (he  face 
of  the  title-page. 

In  a  sensible  and  well  written  pre- 
face, tlie  author  enumerates  the  va- 
rious sources  from  which  this  history 
is  derived.  Of  the  different  mate- 
rials, of  which  he  became  possessed, 
he  has  very  successfully  availed  him- 
ielf. 

The  numerous  and  complicated  facts 
which  are  comprised  in  the  period  of 
Indian  transactions,  the  subject  of 
these  Sketches^  are  well  ;:rranred,  and 
expressed  with  great  perspicuity,  spe- 
cimens of  which  we  propose  10  lay 
before  our  readers.  But,  before  we  sub- 
mit these  extracts,  we  shall  briefly 
state,  that  the  present  volume  embra- 
ces the  period  of  several  hundred  years, 
presenting  as  much  noticeable  and  in- 
teresting matter,  as  could  possibly  be 
discovered  in  any  like  interval  of  fo- 
reign history.  —  It  traces  and  f(jllow8 
the  fluctuating  fortune  of  the  Hindoo 
house  of  Mysoor,  in  al)  its  variations, 
in  its  rise,  progress,  declension,  and  fiiU. 
It  throws  a  borrowed  light  on  the  dl-, 
rect  and  passing  events  which  it  re- 
lates, from  surrounding  objects,  and 
contenpporaneous  history,  local  and  li- 
terary )  and  introduces,  whenever  the 
occasion  will  allow,  incidental  and  col- 
lateral circumstances  and  remarks^ 
wheresoever  they  may  seem  to  have  a 
tendency  to  explain  the  narrative,  or 
the  train  of  reflection  retulting  from  it. 


These  form  not  the  least  valuable  por- 
tion of  the  sketches  before  us. 

A  peculiar  chapter  is  devoted  to  tlie 
consideration  of  the  nature  of  "  land- 
ed property,"  which,  though  not  regu- 
larly friiling  within  the  immediate  scope 
of  the  w(»Tk.  is  happily  introduced, 
and  handled  with  as  much  address  as 
if  the  author  had  been  daily  conver- 
sant with  legal  discussions.  It  is  ac- 
companied with  observations  on  the 
circumstances  of  landed  tenure  at  the 
present  day,  wiih  suggestions  for  the 
improvement  of  it,  the  result  of  prac- 
tical experience.  This  has  been  noti- 
ced by  some  as  a  redundancy  ;  but  we 
must  confess,  for  ourselves,  that  it 
seeras  so  much  in  its  place,  that  we 
should  now  think  the  work  defective 
without  it. 

The  Sketches  of  cAlonel  Wilkes, 
accurately  describe  the  changes  in  the 
geographical  extent  of  MyK»or  and  its 
dependencies,  as  well  as  the  revoluticns 
of  government  10  which  the  territory 
was  subject ;  and  more  especially  treat 
of  the  introduction  and  course  of  the 
Mohammedan  power  in  these  and  other 
neighbouring  regions,  rainntely  pur- 
suing its  foundation  and  superstruc- 
ture. They  bring  fresh  betbre  our 
vision  many  eminent  personages  uho 
have  figured  in  Indian  annals ;  of 
some  of  whom  we  are  disposed  to 
make  mention,  in  the  manner  and  lan- 
guage of  the  author  ;  confining  oar 
notice,  for  the  present  almost  to  these 
chai:acter8,  having  dready,  in  this,  and 
a  preceding  volume  of  the  Register, 
touched  on  otlier  subjects,  connected 
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with    these  Sketches^   ta  which  we 
roust  confess  our  general  obligations^ 

Hie  portrait  of  Canty  Reva  Narsa 
Baj  appears^  from  the  following  ex- 
tract, to  bQ  drawn  with  an  original 
pencil. 

''  Canty  Reva  Narsa  Raj. 
''  Tbia  person  was  son  of  the  uallantand 
generous  Betad  Cham  im  Wodeyar.  The 
goverament  returned  in  his  person  to  the 
elder  branch,  from  which  it  had  been 
wrested  by  the  deposition  of  his  father, 
whose  martial  spirit  he  inherited,  without 
liis  careless  extravagance,  and  incapacity 
for  finance. 

'^  An  instance  is  preserved  of  his  chi- 
valrous spirit,  which  seems  to  be  well  au- 
thenticated. While  living  in  obscurity  in 
a  remote  village,  durinie;  Uie  former  rei^^, 
a  travelling  braminfrom  Trichinopoly,  mcn- 
}  tloned  in  conversation  a  celebrated  cham- 
f^ion  at  that  court>  who  had  defeated  all  an- 
tagonistii  from  every  part  of  India,  and  had 
DOW  proclaimed  a  general  challenge.  Canty 
Keva,  being  desirous  of  seeing  this  cele- 
brated personage,  requested  the  Bramin  to 
I  be  his  guide  and  companion  to  Trichinopo- 

f  ly,  where,  concealing  his  rank,  he  presented 

himself  as  the  antagonist  of  the  challenger ; 
and  the  broad-sword  having  been  detcrmin- 
'  ed  as  the  jveapon,  he  defeated  and  slew  the 

I  champion,  in  presence  of  the  whole  court, 

r  assembled    to  witness  tfie    contest.    The 

,  Raja  of  Trichino|)oly  was  desirous  of  dis- 

tinguishing and  retaining  in  his  service  this 
remarkable  stranger ;  but  he  absconded  in 
'  the  night,  and  returned  to  his  humble  ha- 

bitation, where  the  incident  was  soon  made 
I  public. 

'*  Such  was  the  character  of  the  man 
whom  an  usur(>in|^  minister  had  the  auda- 
city to  select  for  his  nominal  master. 
'  "  On  liis   arrival  at  Mysoor,  where  it 

was  still  the  practice  to  instal  the  rajas,  the 
minister  ordered  that  he  should  be  lodged 
in  an  exterior  apartment :  and  assigning 
to  him  a  few  personal  attendants,  announc- 
ed, in  a  manner  sufficiently  intelligible,  the 
condition  to  \vhich  he  was  destined,  by 
departing  on  a  tour  of  the  neighbouring 
districts,  without  going  through  the  form 
of  installing  him,  or  even  tlie  decent  ob- 
servance of  paying  his  personal  respects. 
During  the  tour  it  was  reported  to  the  mi- 
nuter that  the  r^ja  appeared  to  be  dissa- 
lisfifd,  and  would  probably  attempt  to  re- 
'  cover  his  independance  : — *  I«t  him  take 

care,'  said  the  mimster^  negligently,    '  and 


remember  that  I  have  not  yet  installed 
hJm.' 

'^  The  murder  of  Immadee  Raja,  and 
the  facts  which  have  just  been  stated,  con- 
stitute the  grounds  of  the  conjecture  which 
has  been  hazarded  regarding  the  condition 
of  tlie  two  preceding  rajas ;  and  Uie  open 
and  contemptuous  airogance  of  the  minis- 
ter's demeanour  on  the  present  occasion, 
seems  to  furnish  abundant  proof  of  an  ab- 
solote  usurpation. 

"  During  the  absence  of  the  minister, 
two  of  the  attendants  appointed  to  wait  on 
tbe  raja  elect  secretly  unfolded  to  him  the 
historv  of  the  murder  of  his  predecessor, 
and  offered  their  services  to  dispatch  the 
usurper :  this  was  accordingly  effected,  on 
the  very  night  subsequent  to  his  arrival  at 
Mysoor,  aft^r  he  had  gone  through  the 
form  of  paying  a  visit  of  ceremony  to  tlie 
raja. 

*'  The  detail  of  this  transaction  has  been 
preserved  in  several  manuscripts.  The  two 
attendants  (peons  or  foot-soldiers)  scaled 
the  walls  of  the  minister's  court-yard  after 
dark,  and  laid  in  wait  for  an  opportunity  to 
effect  their  purpose.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  minister  appeared,  preceded  by  a  torch 
bearer,  passing  towards  a  detached  apart- 
ment. The  associates  first  killed  the  torch- 
bearer,  and  tlie  light  happened  to  be  en- 
tirely extinguished.  *  Who  are  you  ;'  said 
the  minister.  *  Your  enemy  !*  replied  one 
of  the  peons ;  and  made  a  blow.  The 
minister,  however,  closed  with  him,  and 
being  the  more  powerful  man,  threw  him 
to  tlie  ground,  and  held  him  by  the  throat, 
in  which  situation  he  called  out  for  aid. 
The  night  was  so  very  dark  that  his  compa- 
nion was  afraid  to  strike  at  random.  '  Are 
you  uppermost  or  undermost  ?•  *  Under- 
most,' cried  the  half-strangled  Peon,  and 
this  infoniiation  enabled  his  associate  to 
strike  the  fatal  blow. 

"  Canty  Reva  Naisa  R^  was  installed  on 
the  following  day,  and  in  two  days  after- 
wards proceeded  to  the  seat  of  government 
at  Seringapatam.  In  the  first  year  of  his 
accession  he  had  to  defend  the  capital  of 
his  dominions  against  a  formidable  invasion 
of  the  forces  ot  the  Mohammedan  king  of 
Vizegapoor,  under  a  general  of  reputation, 
named  Rend  Dhoola  Khan,*  who  besieged 
Seringapatam ;  and  having  effected  a  prac- 
tical breach,  made  a  general  assault,  in 
wliich  he  was  repulsed  with  great  slairght- 
er ;  and  not  only  c-oin(»elled  to  raise  the 
siege,  but  harassed  in  his  retreat f  by  suc- 
cessive attacks,  in  which  the^raja  obtain- 
ed considerable  bqoty. 


*  The  bridegroom  of  the  field  of  battle.  This  is  the  only  Moh&nunedan  dynasty  that 
gave  Hindovee  titles  :  in  general  they  are  exclusively  Arabic. 

t  In  the  same  year  we  find  Rend  Dhoola  Khan  uniting  with  a  multitude  of  rebellious 
Wadeyan  dependirg  on  Bednore,  and  besieging  tlie  rajah  of  that  country  in  Cowlt-, 
droog.  The  raja  bought  off  the  Mohammedan  general,  who  left  the  Wadeyars  to  the 
consequences  of  the  raji^s  indignation . 
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*'  After  ft  mnnber  of  conqnests,  which 
viU  bt  Mated  in  the  usual  manner,  Canty 
Bcva  Narta  K^  returned  in  1654  to  Se- 
rin^apatam,  where  lie  instituted  a  delibe- 
rate inquiry  into  the  coDvlItlon  of  all  his 
dependants,  and  snbjectH  of  every  descrip- 
tion. It  was  his  Ijtst  object  to  reduce  to 
entire  subjection  tiie  remnant  of  reirar- 
tory  Poligars  and  Wade^ars  which  still 
existed;  and  it  may  be  inferred  that  he 
assumed  the  direct  government  oi  the 
,  whole  of  his  dominions,  from  tlie  further 
meaaapcft  which  he  is  recorded  to  have 
pursued.  He  made  a  dct;uh  d  and  par- 
ticular scrutiny  into  tlie  condition  of  the 
fouds  or  heads,  of  villugc-s,  and  principal 
farmers  throughout  his  dominions,  whom 
he  had  found  to  be  the  most  turbulent  of 
all  his  subjects:  and  ingeniously  attribut- 
ing their  rrfi*actory  disposition  to  a  purse- 
proud  arrogance,  arl^iug  from  the  exces- 
sive acciimuLition  of  wealth,  he  detei- 
mined  to  apply  a  very  summary  and  direct 
remedy,  by  seizing  at  once  on  the  sup- 
posed source  of  the  evil. 

"  He  accorutugly  levied  on  the  whole 
•f  tliis  description  of  persons  such  con- 
tributions as,  according  to  the  manu- 
scripts, left  them  only  a  sufficient  capi- 
tal for  the  uses  of  agriculture,  and  no- 
thing for  the  purposes  of  commotion : 
it  does  not,  however,  appear  that  he  ven- 
tured to  augment  the  tixed  assessment  of 
the  ryots. 

**  He  improved  and  enlarged  the  forti- 
ficatjons  of  Seriugapatam;  and,  bting  en-* 
riched  by  his  various  (ureiipi  conquests  and 
domestic  plunder,  supplied  it  with  pro- 
Tisions  and  military  stor«>s,  in  a  st>lo  of 
complete  cqnipjucnt,  whicii  had  hitherto 
been  unknown,  He  was  the  tiist  raja  of 
IHysoor  who  established  a  miut.  Tne 
cantyrai  boons*  and  fanams,  called  after 
his  name,  coi^tinucd  to  he  th»  sole  na- 
tional coin  untit  the  Moiianimedan  usurpa- 
tion ;  and  at  this  time  form  a  considerdble 
portirc  of  the  currency  of  the  country. 

**  Hi'  is  also  noted  as  the  author  of  a 
new  and  more  resptcUul  etiquette  at  his 
court,  and  for  having  first  celebrated, 
with  suitable  fpItnUour,  tlie  feast-  of  tiie 
Mahanounii,  or  Dtoara ;  tor  i»uviag  pit- 
scnted  to  U\e  iJol  Srcr  Kunga  a  crown  of 
valuable  jewels  ;  .ind  for  iiuving  tstabliih- 
eJ  munificent  cndowmmts  for  Lie  s||)port 
of  ail  tiie  pr».iO!pal  tCiRple;*.  He  is  of 
course^tJie  idol  ot  i:is  iUahinin  lastorians; 
whose  ^y8tem  of  etuics  is  rjut  disturbed 
by  any  troublesome  rtiUctioiiS  on  tae  sim- 
ple tiansfer  of  property,  by  which  the 
fruits  of  industry  are  transformed  into 
pious  plunder." 

A  remarkable  instance  of  the  force' 
and  energy  of  H^der*s  mind,  is  detailed 


with  great  spirit  in  tbe  fidknHBg  pm^ 
iage&  : 

'*  The  rains  comiaeQced  in  Jnne  with 
their  wual  violence :  few  strangers  esra(>e 
their  influence :  and  about  the  raonth  of 
September  tbe  endemic  disease  had  ODade 
such  havoc  on  Ryder's  constitution,  tbftt 
he  was  no  longer  able  to  transact  tmsineaa 
in  the  public  dubrar.  The  serraats  of 
the  former  dynasty  coa<iidenn^  the  op- 
portunity to  be  favourable  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  their  cduntry,  entered  into  an 
extensive  conspiracy  for  the  assassination 
of  Hyder,  and  tiie  recovery  of  the  capital. 
Some  obscure  suspicions  were  conveyed 
to  him  by  a  trusty  servant :  and  he  direct- 
ed an  investigation  to  be  made  by  a  rom- 
inission  composed  of  tome  of  his  oldest, 
and,  as  he  conceived,  his  most  tmsty  civil 
officers,  who  hspptiied  to  be  all  accompli- 
ces in  tlie  conspiracy.  The  report  of  this 
investigation  was  read  to  Hyder,  while  re- 
dining  on  his  conch,  and  shivering  in  a 
paroxysm  of  ague ;  hot,  even  in  this  state, 
his  keen  perception  penetratad  the  veil 
which  they  liad  attempted  to  throw  over 
the  few  fects  which  were  known  to  him. 
He  dissembled,  however,  for  the  present^ 
and  detained  the  rominissioner?^,  in  fcigoed 
consultation,  until  the  hot  fit  was  succeed- 
ed  by  a  slight  remission ;  he  then  arose, 
and  entering  the  durbar  (or  hall  of  busi- 
ness) re-examined  the  witnesses,  «nd  com- 
pletely discovered  the  wliolc  plot  He  or- 
dered tlie  commissioners  to  be  instantly 
hanged  in  his  presence,  in  front  of  the 
h?.\\  of  audience:  the  requisite  arrests 
followed  with  rapidity,  and  before  the 
close  of  the  same  day,  upwards  af  three 
litmdred  of  the  chief  conspirators  were 
h  inging  at  the  diflercnt  public  ways  which 
isioed  from  the  city.  This  done,  he  re- 
tired to  re^t  with  the  same  serenity  as  if 
he  had  otHy  been  discussing  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  day,  and  arose  on  the  fol- 
lo\«ing  morning  visibly  lecovered  by  the 
consequences  of  the  unusual  exertion  to 
which  he  had  been  compelled.  Bednon; 
was  thenceforward  the  most  trailt[ud  and 
obedient  of  all  his  pos/ce scions  ;  but  it 
^as  from  this  period  that  I.l  began  those 
improvements  in  the  organization  of  his 
system  of  police,  which  it itcrwards  raised 
it  to  such  horrib.e  perfecticn.* 

And  again, 

"  Long  before  tbe  rains  had  aba&d  oi 
tiie  hills,  Madoo  Row  parsed  consftferable 
detachments  over  the  river  Toorabuddra, 
and  enaployed  himself-  in  reducing  the 
uhole  i>f  the  eastern  -dependencies  of 
Bednore,  and  tiie  acyacent  parts  of  My- 
soor :  while  Hyder's  army,  wretched,  spi- 
ritless,, and   sickly,   firom  the  inevitable 


•  The  coin  wbioh  Eurepaans  call  a  jm^cCo* 
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eoQseqiwiicef  of  its  sitnatioii,  looked  with 
apathy  or  aversion  to  the  renewal  of  ac- 
tive operations.  A  boot  the  beginniusr  of 
the  year  1765,  the  weather  bepn  to  admit 
an  approach  to  ithe  woods  of  Anawntty, 
and  Madoo  Row  oi>ened  tlie  campaign 
with  the  employment  of  a  numerous  corps 
of  pioneers,  which  he  bad  organized  and 
equipped  duriog  the  rains.  His  object 
was  to  cut,  in  tiie  first  instance,  a  wide 
opening  tlirough  the  woods  to  the  south- 
ward  of  Hyder's  entrenched    camp ,  and 

Erogressivefy  to  form  a  4ine  of  circoroval- 
Ltion,  by  felling  tlie  gi|^tic  forests 
around  it  Hyder,  perceiving  the  inevita- 
ble destruction  which  awaited  him  if  he 
should  permit  his  communication  with 
Bednore  to  be  cat  off,  immediately  aban- 
doned his  entrendmients,  and  commenced 
bis  retreat.  The  close;^  and  vigorous  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy  necessarily  impeded 
the  celerity  of  his  movements,  and  com- 
pelled him  frequently  to  halt  his  whole 
force  to  sustain  their  attacks  on  his  rear- 
guard. On  the  third  day  of  these  slow  and 
retro||rade  movements,  over  ground,  com- 
paratively open,  aiforded  to  Madoo  Row 
the  opportunity  of  moving  a  column 
between  the  army  of  Hyder  and  the  point 
on  which  be  was  retreating,  and  thus  forc- 
ing him  to  a  general  action.  It  is  admitted 
hy  all  who  shared  in  the  contest  of  this 
day,  that  although  the  dispositions  of 
Uyder  were  respectable,  the  conduct  of 
his  troops  was  destitute  of  firmness  and 
spirit ;  and  that  the  action  terminated  in 
a  disorderly  rout  inwiiich  he  lu:it,  in  killed 
alone,  three  thousand  horse,  and  double  that 
number  of  infantry ;  tlie  shattered  remains 
of  his  troops  escaping  in  dismay  to  the 
depth  of  the  wcods.  Tuc  despondency  of 
the  army  was  communicated  to  the  garri- 
sons :  the  intermediate  posts  of  Eekairee, 
Anantpoor,  and  Compree,  made  but  a  feeble 
resistance  ;  and  Hyder,  before  the  end  of 
of  January,  was  reduced  to  occupy  tiiose 
lines  surrounding  Bednore,  which  have 
been  formeriy  described. 

'*  In  approaching  this  situation,  he  began 
for  the  first  time  to  reflect  that  the  means 
by  which  he  had  himself  achieved  the 
conquest  of  this  capital,  were  ulsu  open 
to  his  enemies;  that  woods,  altliougu  a 
protection  to  men  individually  animated 
in'  tlieir  defence,  are  equivalent  to  tlie 
concealment  of  night,  for  troops  who 
are   not  forwurd    in  tlie  perfOnuauce  of 


their  dnty:^  and  that  he  had  made  the 
worst  possible  selection  for  the  capital  of 
an  empire.  Before  he  assumed  this  posi* 
tioD,  his  family  was  dispatched  by  a  route 
through  the  woods  to  Seringapatam,  and 
detachments  with  the  treasure  success- 
sively  followed.  In  the  mean  time,  he 
had  made  private  advances  for  negotia- 
tion, through  the  medium  of  Ragonaut 
Row,t  the  uncle  of>  Madoo  Row,  which 
terminated  in  an  adjustment  of  extreme 
moderation,  considering  tlie  desperate  cir- 
cumstances in  which  Uyder  was  placed. 

"  1st.  He  engaged  to  restore  all  the  dis- 
tricts and  places  which  he  had  wrested 
from  Morari  Row. 

*•*  ifnd.  To  relinquish  all  claims  on  Abd- 
ul-Hekeem  Khan,  and  the  country  of  Sava« 
noor.^ 

**  3rd.  To  pay  thirty-two  lacs  of  rupees, 
on  receipt  of  which,  Maddoo  Row  engaged 
to  retire,  and  did  actually  commence  his 
march  on  the  day  afler  the  payment  was 
made,  viz.  about  the  end  of  February^ 
1765. 

"  Hyder's  occupation  of  Sera,  appears 
to  have  been  tacitly  admitted  in  this  nego- 
tiation, and  all  discussions  relative  to  Uie 
Poligars  of  Chittledroo*;,  Raidroog,  Har- 
poiielly,  Sic,  seem  to  have  been  studiously 
avoided  by  botli  parties.  Madoo  Row  had 
other  contribntions  ta  levy  during  the  open 
season  from  February  to  June  ;  and  by  a 
proper  unHerstandiog  with  these  Poligars, 
and  with  Morari  Row,  he  considered  the 
recovery  of  the  posts,  wrested  from  the 
latter,  to  furnish  tiie  certain  means  of  re- 
gaining Sera,  and  the  countries  to  the 
South  EasI  of  that  capital,  whenever  he 
should  find  leisure  to  repeat  his  visit  While 
Hyder,  from  an  opposite  consideration  of 
the  very  same  reasons,  deterudned  to  evade 
these  retrocessions  altogether. 

*'  During  this  unfavourable  aspect  of 
Hyder's  atlairs  to  the  West,  the  u*hole  of 
his  recent  acquisitions  to  tlie  Fast  were  in 
a  flame  of  rebellion.  Hi8i>rnther-lu-laWy 
Meer  Aii  Hczj  (usually  called  MeerSaheb) 
was  tlierefore  sent  with  a  respectable  force 
to  Sera,  aud  directed,  after  the  re-esta- 
blishiueut  of  Hyder's  autiiority  in  tluit 
quarter,  to  co-operate  with  the  corps  at 
Han^caloie.  Deoiihully,  Ooscotta,  aud  th» 
two  BaUpoor^,  which  had  for  several  months  . 
been  compelted  by  a  general  insurrection 
of  the  ntihtary  po^iulatiou  of  tiiose  coun- 
tries, to  adopt  a  cuutiuas  aud  defensive 


•  Neither  Hydet  nor  Tippoo,  after  this  perioJ,  ever  attempted  to  occupy  a  jungle 
(wood),  although  many  opportunities  occurred  when  they  nii^ht  (if  not  diflident  of 
their  troops)  have  dope  so  with  infinite  advantage. 

t  Naroo  Shenker  was  tlie  person  sent  by  Ragonaut  Row  to  Hyder  for  the  final  adjust  < 
ment  of  the  terms ;  and  among  them  were  without  question  s^me  secret  articles  which 
were  tlie  foundation  of  that  good  luidcrstandlDg  which  ever  afterwards  subsisted  betweeu 
Uyd«r  and  Ragoniiat  Row. 
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pl«i  of  operation.  These  imnrrprtioiit 
were  tpieilcd  vrithoat  material  diffienlty, 
and  the  PoU^ar  of  little  Balipoor  beini^ 
at  lenj;th  reciuced  to  extreroity,  from  the 
Kraut  of  snp)ii;c«  on  the  rock  of  Nimdi- 
drooj^,  Mirrt  .11)1  red,  on  one  of  those  equi- 
Toral  eapituUttons  lur  personal  honor  and 
security,  which  are  always  iiiierprptcd 
accordinir  to  the  cojivrnieucc  of  the  con- 
queror. In  tJie  present  nntance,  the  Poli- 
^ar  with  liis  family  was  sent  to  Ban«[alorc, 
and  from  thence  to  perpetnal  impruMm- 
roent,  in  the  di5tunt  fort  of  Coihuootoor 
(Coimbetore). 

**  Another  corps  under  FnrKnl  Oolla 
Khan,  wa«,  in  the  mean  while,  employed  in 
reatoriiiK  order,  and  levyini;  revenue  and 
contributions  farther  to  the  Sonih  Ka^it ; 
for  the  mipro^perous  aspect  of  Hyder's 
late  situation,  bad  rendered  necessary  the 
-  presence  of  troops  in  every  part  ot  his 
dominions,  'lliese  reversis*  appear,  how- 
«r\er,  to  have  made  but  a  temporal y  impres- 
sion on  the  rotnd  of  this  extraordinary  man. 
His  enterpriMng spirit,  and  res! Ie*s  activity. 
serra  on  aU  occasions  to  have  converted 
nufavoorable  event*  intti  lessons  of  furare 
conquests ;  and  now  impeliedliim  to  contem- 
plate the  condition  of  his  souiln  rn  post^eti- 
sions  on  the  Western  coast,  and  of  the  coti- 
tignons  province  of  Malabar.** 

The  volume  thus  conclades : 

"  Whether  the  peace  of  176*5,  which 
delivered  the  English  Company  from  tenons 
raipediments  to  the  prosecution  of  their 
oommereiaL  concents,  left  them  also  free  to 
•bstain  from  views  of  polirical  a?Krandize- 
inent,  is  a  question  which  applies  \%  ith  tlie 
same  force  to  every  subseqtient  period  of 
the  British  hi^itory  in  India,  as  to  the  short 
and  important  interval  from  17o'  3  to  1765, 
wttich  placed  the  revenues  of  Beni^al  at 
the  uncontrolled  disposal  of  tlie  Itng1i«h 
Company.  To  i^neralizc  and  resolve  this 
difficult  and  important  question,  is,  in 
effect,  to  determine  whether  human  atfairs 
can  be  rendered  stationary  by  human  wis- 
dom. 

**  The  wisdom  and  virtnc  of  political 
iBoderation,  and  tiie  inexpediency  and 
hyustice  of  a^'gressive  wars,  are  among 
those  prai)06itions  familiarly  denominated 
tntismSf  which  more  frequently  pass  through 
the  ear  titan  the  nnderstandm^:,  and  rxtend 
themselves  over  so  Vdrae  a  snr^ice  a^  scarcely 
to  he  any  witere  distinctly  tangible.  Nature 
has  erected  no  visible  boundaries  to  mark 
the  proper  ext«nt  of  political  power ;  and 
moderation,  that  word  of  amiable  feound, 
x'zhich  chauj^'S  iU  mejnmg  in  1  he  concerns 
of  private  lite  at  e\c  ry  i^tep,  from  one  hon- 
dnd,  to  one  hundred  tttou^and,  is  as  perfect 
a  Proteus  in  tbcj)olitical  vocabulary,  white 
io  the  very  act  of^  BpfKinj/  itsever  vai-ying 
form,  ambition  will  not  fail  to  wlii?per| 
tltat  the  fundamental  principles  and  pro. 
p«  rtions  which  regulate  a  smaller  scale, 
ivnj.iiu    precisely  the    same    in  tlie  con- 


stmctioD  of  ft  larger.  We  can  scarcHj 
conceive  that  the  ^n^at  and  enti^tened 
statc^nau  wlio  directed  the  affairs  of  Beoral 
in  1765*  and  seized,  with  his  charaetert^ttc 
p«'oetration  and  prompt itnd«*,  tlie  combinft-' 
tioo  of  circanl^tance»,  whic-h,  without  pre- 
▼ions  design,  led  to  an  afff;riodizciuei>t  of 
unexampled  rapidity  and  exient,  intended 
to  arraiio*  the  past  1^  condemning  its  appli- 
cation to  the  fntore ;  nor  can  we,  in  justice 
to  his  memory,  suppose,  that  in  retiring 
from  the  scene  of  his  past  f^lory,  and  depre- 
cating an  extensimi  of  tlie  British  domi- 
nions, he  coutempl»ted  any  other  tlian  tiie 
existing  condition  of  his  own  and  the  snr- 
roundinft  htates,  or  meant  to  inculcate  tbe 
expediency  of  the  same  measures  noder 
every  possible  variation  of  circumstances. 
To  determhie  the  evanescent  line  whi<A 
separates  modentiifi  from  ambition,  would 
st^m  to  be  a  problem  be}Oiid  the  reach 
of  i^eneral  rules,  and  to  require  a  coosi<^ 
ration  of  the  facts  of  each  iodividnal  case, 
for  iU  solution.  The  flights  to  guide  our 
opinion  on  a  question  which  app«  ars  Mmple 
to  those  only  who  confine  tht  ir  examina- 
tion  to  irs  surface,  must  thercibre  be 
derived  from  a  close  attention  to  tbe  |>rc>- 
l^ress  of  events.  Without  )>resnmiug  to 
instruct  tlie  reader,  tlie  means  of  fonninr 
or  revising  his  own  judgment,  will  be  fonnd 
in  the  series  of  more  tardy  step^,  whicl^ 
from  the  year  1765,  to  1799,  taided  with 
considerable  flnctuation  to  a  similar  agin^n- 
dizement  of  the  English  power,  in  the 
South  of  India.  The  principal  events  of 
these  thirty-four  yeat.<,  belong  to  Uie  dtroct 
scope  of  our  future  narrative  ;  and  if  pre- 
carious health  should  aJmit,  and  public 
opinion  should  not  disconra;;e  the  design, 
en  attempt  shall  be  made  to  relate  tl^ni 
with  fidelity.'* 

From  the  above  extracts  from  this 
interesting  history,  we  have  little  donbt 
but  that  all  persons  who  have  any 
curiosity  to  indulge  respecting  tbe 
afTairg  of  this  part  of  India,  will  be- 
desirous  of  perusing  more  of  it,  and 
to  the  work  itself,  we  therefore  with 
confidence  beg  leave  to  refer  them. 

The  author,  with  a  modesty  inse- 
parable from  genius,  has  expressed  his 
intention  of  pursuing  or  abandoning 
liis  labour,  in  a  second  effort^  accord- 
ing to  the  reception  of  the  volume 
under  review— the  success  of  which, 
we .  woul3  suppose,  "from  our  own 
impression,  roust  have  suthciently 
determined  his  conduct.  If  any  thing 
that  we  could  urge  might  be  imagined 
to  have  any  avail  towards  the  comple- 
tion of  the  original  design,  we  would 
cheerfully  add  our  recommendation  to 
the  encouragement  of  tbe  general  voict. 
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Jn  Account  of  the  Kingdom  of  Nepaul,  heing  ike  substance  of  Qhservations  made 
during  amission  to  iliat  country,  in  the  year  1798.  By  Col.  Kirkpatrick. 
MUler.  1811. 


The  nature  of  the  mission,  men- 
tioned in  the  title,  was  explained  in 
the  last  volume  of  the  Asiatic  Regis- 
ter. 

This  publication  is  from  the  same 
pen  that  has  presented  us  with  the  let- 
ters cf  Tippoo  Saltan,  in  an  English 
dress,  noticed  in  a  preceding  article. 
It  is  of  a  different  character,  as  the 
title  indicates,  from  the  former  work, 
which  purports  to  be  jiothing  more 
than  an  humble  tranf^Iation,  admitting 
not  any  display  of  original  genius,  or 
any  other  more  conspicuous  qualities, 
than  patient  labour  and  fidelity ; 
whereas,  the  volume  under  our  review 
comprises  much  new  and  interesting 
information,  requiring  the  exercise  01 
ingenuity  in  the  arrangement,  and 
skill  in  the  application.  It  lead;?  the 
reader  through  a  tract  very  partially 
explored,  and,  of  consequence,  little 
illustrated  by  the  result  of  the  re- 
searches of  tlic  curious  or  the*  learned. 
But  the  information,  which  it  conveys, 
isgiven,  not  in  the  spirit  or  profession  of 
digested  history,  but  as  an  unassuifiing 
account  of  a  few  historical  facts,  and 
local  circumstances,  hastily  collected 
in  the  first  in.stance,  during  a  short 
personal  residence  in  the  country  de- 
scribed, and  as  hastily  committed  sub- 
sequcuily  to  p:ijx?r,  with  an  intention, 
whitfh  was  accitli^ntally  defeated,  of 
bei-iig  more  carefully  weigl)ed  and  re- 
vised, at  an  after  period,  and  more  me- 
thodically arrange^.!  for  the  public  eye. 
The  events,  that  prevented Ihe  accom- 
pli>hraent  of  the  design  of  the  author, 
are  explained  in  tlie  preftce,  as  are  all 
the  other  circumstances  attendant  on 
the  publication,  which  would  aflFord 
an  apology,  if  such  were  neccs^iary, 
for  more  imperfections  than  are  obser- 
vable in  the  plan  or  execution  of  this 
instructive  and  entertaining  narrative. 

Whatever  the  advantage  that  might 
have  been  attained  from  a  different 
modification  of  the  materials  of  the 
volume^  it  would  have  endangered  and 


impaired  the  air  of  originality  and  au-  • 
thtintfcity,  which  pervades  every  page 
of  the  account  before  us  ;  so  that  what 
it  might  have  gained  in  point  of  style, 
it  might,  if  differently  moulded,  have 
lost  in  impression  and  interest. 

The  moilest  and  candid  office  of  the 
preface  is  to  advertise  the  reader  what 
he  is  to  look  for  in  the  pages  which 
he  is  about  to  open  j  and  if  he  after- 
wards expect  tod  much,  he  must  owe 
his  disappointment  in  the  result,  if  be 
shall  be  dtsappointed,  more  to  the  un- 
reasonableness of  his  own  expectations, 
than  to  any  rash  and  inconsiderate,  a;^d 
uhperformed  obligation  of  the  pub- 
lisher or  his  author.  The  latter,  in- 
deed, has  exhibited  a  mo^t  anxious 
care  to  explain  the  smallness,  rather 
than  the  defectiveness,  of  the  stores, 
in  his  own  possession  and  power,  for 
the  fulfilment  of  what  he  had  in  viQw, 
and  has  shewn  how  he  meaqt  to  have 
supplied  what  he  knew  to  be  wanting, 
if  it  had  been  so  allowed  to  him,  from 
external  aid  ;  and  this  circumstance  of 
itself  should  remove  the  very  sem- 
blance of  a  suspicion,  if  any  could  bo 
ilPiberally  entert.iined,  that  the  work 
was  intended  for  a  more  perfect  his- 
tory, than  it  outwardly  professes  to  be, 
or  that  it  holds  out  a  greater  promise, 
than  the  author  ever  aimed  to  per- 
forcn. 

After  this  account  of  the  moderated 
view  of  the  author,  we  shall  give,  ac- 
cording 'o  our  usual  method,  a  sum- 
mary of,the  contents  of  his  work. 

I'he  first  chapter  notices  the  au- 
thor's entrance  into- the  country,  which 
he  purposed  to  penetrate,  by  crossing 
tlie  nhagmutty  river,  at  the  point  where 
it  .serves  as  a  natural  boundary  to  the 
kingdom  of  Nepaul,  and  the  East  In- 
dia company*!!  territoijes,  between 
Munniary  and  Hutticol,  so  called 
ii)  the  Indian  maps.  He  forded  the 
river,  it  appears,  at  Servia,  a  small  vil- 
lage, to  which  place  the  Bhagmutty 
is  navigable  in  the  rainy  season  5  shap- 
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ing  a  course  for  Kurrurbunna,  a  fron- 
t»er  potCi  aud  thence  pursuing  his 
way  to  Bareh  or  Bkarragfmrry, 
where  he  is  met  by  an  escort  of  Ne- 
paul  guards.  He  then  passes  to  SoO' 
fhye,  having  crossed  the  Jumna  twice 
10  the  road,  and  thence  enters  the 
great  forest,  which  he  particularly  de- 
scribes, and  the  course  of  his  route,  to 
Jfmxjhoory,  whither  he  next  proceeds. 
This  foreiit  produces  a  vast  variety  of 
trees,  among  which  the  Saul,  the 
Sisso,  the  Setii-saul,  the  Phullamikhd 
(or  iron  wood)  the  Khalik  nt  a  sort  of 
blackwood,  the  Sajh,  the  Bhurra,  the 
Sumni  and  the  Mdita.  The  sale  of 
these  valuable  woods  is  said  to  be 
neglected  by  the  government. of  Ne- 
paul,  as  is  also  another  object  of  traf- 
£c«  the  elephant,  which  is  found  in 
numbers  in  the  forest,  and  which  also 
abounds  with  the  rhinoceros  and  the 
tiger.  But  the  elephants  are  stated 
by  colonel  Kirkpatrick,  to  be  so  nu- 
merous and  so  bold,  as  often  to  possess 
the  passages  of  the  forest,  and  to  dis- 
pute or  impede  the  way  of  the  travel- 
ler :  and  ho  mentions  the  circum- 
stance of  a  large  herd  having  assaulted 
the  camp  of  the  Nepaul  deputies,  on 
their  way  to  Patna.  The  manner  of 
catching  this  noble  animal,  which  is 
different  here  from  the  method  gene- 
rally used  in  other  places,  is  some- 
what minutely  explained. 

From  Jhuirjhorry,  the  roiUe  of  the 
author  lay  through  the  Chrerlaghati 
pass,  and  the  intermediate  way,  as 
well  as  the  surface  and  peculiarities  of 
the  country,  aic  accurately  noted  and 
described. 

**  From  iJie  summit  of  the  Cheeiiaghati," 
to  says  the  autiior ;  '*  we  had  a  nob!e  view  <  f 
the  Muckwarporc  hiUs,  which  rote  before 
us  to  a  ci'iiMderable  elevatiou.  Tl^e  Chce- 
riapfhaii  lanije  is  no  whtTe  vt»y  high, 
though  I  am  iiuliiu  d  to  thiuk  it  risen  some- 
wiuK,  as  i*  ^stretches  toiiards  the  KoMsi, 
whidi  marks  its  easHrn  lioiit,  as  tlie  Giin- 
duck  tloes  its  western  one.  It  doe*  not, 
thrciDuhour  this  extent,  every  where  bear 
the  sanie  name.  lu  elevation  where  we 
cro*.«ed  ir,  where  it  h  properly  eallcd  Chee- 
fiat  hati,  would  appear,  according  to  the 
indicutions  of  the  bapometer,  to  he  about 
4G0  yards  above  the  level  of  Hawpoor." 

From  this  height  the  author  de- 
scends tot  lie  valley  of  Muckwarpore, 
which  yields  abundance  and  variety  of 


nce^  and  eajc^  an  imnonity,  cot 
Common  in  tbese^  or  ouny  other  eas^ 
tero  regioDa,.an  exemption  from  tax« 
ation  ;  which  is  accounted  for,  by  po- 
litical notions,  connecting  themselves 
with  the  local  position,  and  the  history 
of  the  people. 

Hence  the  author  departs  for  Htt* 
towta,  the  extreme  point  to  which  the 
reader  is  conducted  in  the  present 
chapter  ;  which  terminates  with  a 
description  of  the  Rdputa  or  Raptt 
river,  on  the  banks  of  which  the  town 
stands.  The  following  may  serve  as 
a  specimen  of  the  coloners  style^  and 
talent  of  description. 

**  The  Rapute  or  Rapti  issaef  from  a 
moimtain  to  the  eastward  of  Qmsapanyy 
and  separated  from  it  ooly  by  a  oarrow 
bottom  or  glen.  After  passiiig  Hettowrm, 
where  itabed  is  of  a  conaiderable  breadth, 
it  pursues  a  westerly  coarse  till  it  reaches 
th«  Gnnduck,  into  which  it  discharges  it« 
self  near  Koombia-Ghairy,or  about  fift^n 
ihilet  to  the  north  of  Samaisir.  There  is 
another  river  of  the  same  name,  wbicb 
passes  under  Garuckpore,  aud  dtscm* 
bogiies  mto  the  Dewah.  Tke  Rapti  of 
Hettowra,  though  laid  down  m  the  map  of 
Hindoostin,  is  not  named,  and  might  there 
be  mistaken  for  the  principal  branch  of  the 
Gunduck.'* 

1  he*  second  chapter  presents  a  dif- 
ferent route  from  Segouly  te  Heiiowra, 
fronythat  immediately  pursued  by  the 
colonel  and  the  gentlerhen  of  his  mis- 
sion, and  which  was  traveCSi^,  as  it 
appears,  by  cclooel  KirkpaCHck  on 
his  return  to  the  province  of  Bengal  ; 
4h rough  which  we  are  not  now  dtspos* 
ed  to  accompany  him,  being  anxious 
at  presenti  to  attend  him  in  hisforfl)er 
progress.  We  shall  merely  stop  to 
notice,  that  in  this  part  of  the  work 
is  introduced  the  mode  of  travelling  in 
this  country,  and  more  particularly 
the  carriage  of  goods  by  the  means  of 
hill  porters^  Of  this  extraordinary 
tribe  the  author  gives  the  subjoined 
account. 

**  No  sort  of  ba^rgage  or  merchandize 
bein^transptrtable  beyond  Hettowra,  ex- 
cept on  tilt  shoulders  of  hill-porters,  tlie 
price  of  IhHr  labour  has  been  regalated  by 
the  s(oveTuraent.  From  Goolpiihsra,  the 
tnp  to  Khatmanda  U  from  5|^to  S),'  from 
Hettowra  li  to  1^  Nepaul  rapers,  each 
man.  who  ordinarily  carries,  either  in  a 
Dhoha  (or  hamper,)  or  otlterwise  in  a  bale^ 
ja  weight  equal  to  eighteen  Phanus^  or 
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ftbootforty*fi^e  ieen^  ezclnsiTe  of  hU  own 
proTitioDfl.  The  rate*,  lioweyer,  are  in 
aome  measure  govem»]  by  tlie  season  of 
the  year,  being  hi^er  in  the  warm  than  in 
the  cold  weather.*  Thc«c  porters  are,  for 
the  most  part,  of  the  Japoo  and  Douja 
tribes  of  Ncwars,  thouj?h  there  are  not  a 
fevr  Bhanfias,  or  Tibetians,  amoni^  tlicm  ; 
but  these  latter  rarely  descend  into  the 
Turryani,  the  climate  of  which  they  dread 
ttill  more  than  the  Newars,  whom  no  of- 
fers, nevertheless,  can  terjpt  to  pass  be- 
vond  Hettowra,  after  the  middle  of  April. 
Travellers,  too,  cspeciaHy  women,  are 
▼ery  often  conveyed  over  the  mountains  in 
Dhohas,  which  arc  usnally  made  of  bam- 
boos, somewhat  of  the  furm  of  an  inverted 
truncated  cone.  The  carriages  employed 
instead  of  Palanqnins,  are  a  sort  of  ham- 
mock, nearly  resembling  those  used  at 
Madeira.  They  consist  of  a  Durwar,  or 
cotton  sack,  slnng  npon  a  pole,  made  for 
the  most  part  of  the  juggnrwood,  which 
is  a  species  of  palm  diftering  liltle  from 
the  khujiioor  of  Bengal.  From  foar  to 
eight  bearers  are  assigned  to  each,  two  or 
foar  (according  to  the  weight  of  the  per- 
son in  it)  being  under  the  pole  together. 
When  fonr  are  necessary,  they  usnally  fix 
a  stick  horizontally  across  each  extremity 
•f  the  main  pole,  one  roan  supporting  each 
end  of  the  two  cross  sticks.  Tliese  bear- 
ers receive  for  the  trip,  whether  from 
Goolpussra  or  Hetto^»ra,  to  Khatmanda, 
at  the  same  rate  as  the  porters,  and  are 
f(v  the  most  part  of  the  same  tribes. 
Persons  of  a  certain  rank  have  suitable 
establishments  of  Durwart,  or  hammocks, 
without,  however,  regularly  maintaining 
bearers  for  the  carriage  of  them,  it  being 
among  the  obligations  of  the  tenants  of 
jaghires  and  other  landed  estates,  to  per- 
form this  service  occasionally  for  the  pro- 
prietor, t  This  hammock  miglit  easily  be 
rendered  a  much  more  commodious  vehi- 
cle tlian  we  tbnnd  it  to  be ;  tlie  ailditinn 
of  a  light  wooden  frame,  for  the  purpose 
of  spreading  the  sack,  and  keepra?  it  a 
convenient  breadth,  w^uld  leave  nothing 
■jore  to  be  desired  by  the  traveller,  than 
some  contrivance  for  deftiuding  him  from 
the  occasional  inclemencies  of  the  weather, 
at  a  less  price  than  the  deprivations  of  the 
delightful  prospects  constantly  claiming 
bis  attendoo." 

Here  are  alsb  enumerated  the  mi- 
neral and  vegetable  productions  of 
Nepaul,  and  the  method  of  cultiva- 
tion and  agficuhure^  with  other  inte- 
resting particulars. 


The  author,  ip  the  succeeding  chap- 
ter, describes  the  road  from  Hetiowra, 
which,  immediately  after  quitting  the 
former  place,  runs  through  the  bed 
of  the  Rapti*^ 

"  traversing  one  or  other  of  the  inre- 
ffular  and  rueged  banks  that  enclose  it, 
but  occasionally  lying  through  the  midst  of 
its  channel,  which  is  uninterruptedly 
strewed  %rith  huge  fraxmeats  of  rocks  sent 
from  the  craggy  precipices,  between  wiich 
tills  river  must  rush  with  astonishing  impe- 
tuosity, dnring  the  antumnal  rains.** 

The  difficulty  and  inconvenic  ice  of 
pASsiog  along  the  margin  of  the  stream, 
and  the  slippery  bottom  of  such  a 
river,  maybe  easily  conceived.  The 
author  informs  us,  that— 

'•*'  The  fftrdable  passages  of  the  Rapti, 
are  called  Junghars,  at  which  there  are 
less  than  twenty-faur  between  lUttowra  and 
Dhokaphede^  (the  next  halting  place)  at 
the  foot  of  wjiidh  this  river  passes,  just 
after  rashing  from  tlie  bosom  of  the  moon- 
talo  whence  it  has  its  rise ;  it  is  of  course 
but  an  inconsiderable  stream  at  this  place.* 
Dhokaphede  is  a  hill,  signifying 
Ga/tf-hill,  and  deriving  its  name  from 
its  local  peculiarity,  from  the  great 
straightness  of  the  Pass  leading  over 
it.  The  author  winds  along  the  sidt 
of  the  hill,  through  the  Pass  to  Bheem" 
phfde,  and  thence  to  Cheesapany, — re- 
markable for  the  coldness  of  its  water ^ 
whence  it  receives  its  name.  Col. 
Kirkpatrick  made  an  experiment  of 
its  properly,  by  immersing  in  it  Fah- 
renheit's thermometer  for  about  thrca 
minutes,  when  the  mercury  sunk 
from  65  to  51  degrees;  on  another 
e^riment,  nearer  the  source  of  the 
river,*  the  mercury  presently  sunk,  an 
the  thermometer  being  a  second  tim« 
plunged  in,  from  67  to  48  degrees. 
There  is  a  fort  on  the  summit  of  the 
lauer  mountain,  which  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  climb,  not  only  from  the 
steepness  of  the  ascenft,  but  from  the 
obstacles  on  the  way.  The  strength 
of  the  fortress,  and  its  defence,  art 
examined  and  noticed.  It  is  com- 
manded, not  as  strong  places  of  this 
sort  usually  are,  by  an  Omrah,  bta  by 


*  These  rates  are  also  partly  regalated  by  tfie  weight  of  the  bortlien  agreed  to  be 
carried ;  fome  porters,  especially  those  of  Cliitlong,  very  commonly  transporting  from 
so  to  S4  Dhamis. 

t  The  bearers  are  sometimes  engaged  by  the  dav,  when  they  receive  two  aoaaa  ptt 
Man,  besidei  their  victvab,  which  are  servad  oat  to  them  three  tijMs  a  da^. 
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rn  officer  appointee!  immediately  by 
the  Soubah.  Of  the  former  order  of 
personages,  we  have  next  a  detailed 
account. 

At  Cheesapany,  there  is  a  Custom- 
house, the  only  one,  beside^i  Seedli, 
at  which  duties  are  collected  on  mer- 
chandize passing  from  the  company's 
and  vizier's  territories.  The  party 
hence  ascend  to  the  Riss  of  the  latter 
name,  at  no  less  an  elevation  above 
the  letel  of  Bheemphede,  than  780 
yards.  The  Pass  is  estimated  to  t>e 
120  yards  higher  than  the  first  already 
mentiotied.  Col.  Kirkpatrick  moooted 
the  Peak,  still  towering  above  this 
height,  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  the 
expanded  landscape  below ;  but  when 
he  arrived  at  the  top,  it  was  unfor- 
tunately enveloped  by  one  of  those 
thick  mists  ^called  here  Too  d/)  which 
always  overhang  this  elevated  tract, 
except  during  the  periodical  rains,  or 
occasional  showers.  After  lamenting 
the  disappointment,  he  add^, — 

"  These  vapours,  however,  ifid  not  pre- 
vent our  observing,  in  tiie  jM^ht,  the  nume- 
rous lights,  and  extensive  cnni)a<> rations 
which,  liiuminatinc  the  side>  and  tiuiuuuts 
of  the  8U1  rounding;  bills,  constituted  n  ino.>t 
prcturesque  siHht,  »ome  of  the  t'oimer 
seriroinff,  from  their  immense  height,  like 
so  many  st^rii,  and,  in  faet,  not  ea5tily  dis- 
tiiienislied  at  first  from  those  luminaries  : 
and  the  latrcr  presenting  the  image  of 
streams  of  fii  e,  rushing  from  the  eminences 
into  the  valleys  below.  This  Ijist  appear- 
ance was  occasioned  by  the  burning  of  tlie 
grass  and  underwood  on  the  sides  of  tiie 
mountains  intended  to  be  cuttivated,  a 
praetiee  very  common  in  the  low,  as  well 
as  in  the  bigli  lands,  from  an  idea  tli^t  the 
soil  is  at  once  ck-iired  and  fertilized  by  tue 
operation." 

He  now  descends  by  the  north  side 
of  the  Cheesapany,  and  crosses  a  rapid 
river  at  its  foot,  (Tamhek-kan)  on  the 
•banks  of  which  <here  is  a  town  of  the 
same  name,  situate  in  a  dreary  and  cold 
glen,  subject  to  continual  and  turbu- 
lent gusts  of  winds.  The  road  hence 
to  the  hill  of  Ekdunta,  as  in  the  pas- 
sage to  tl^e  other  heig^hts,  lays  through 
the  bed  of  the  river,  and  is  tiaced  with 
minuteness,  which  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  imitate.  We  .shall  state, 
that  in  this,  as  in  all  other  instances 
of  topographical  illustration,  the  au- 
thor's endeavour  is  to  Impress  on  the' 


reader  a  lively  and  faithful  representa- 
tion of  the  face  of  the  country,  not  to 
evince  his  own.  descriptive  powers,  but 
evidently  with  a  higher  and  more  Jau- 
dable  intention,  to  direct  the  future 
traveller  on  his  way. 

From  Tambeh'kan  the  author  fbl« 
lows  the  route  of  Markhoo,  and  having 
passed  through  that  village,  begins  to 
ascend  the  Ekdunta,  and  having  passed 
along  its  rugged  and  dangerous  sides, 
descends  again  into  the  valley,  the 
general  scenery  of  which  might  be 
compared,  as  colonel  K.  tells  us,  w*ith 
the  appearance  of  many  a  beautiful 
spot  in  England )  a  spot  to  which  the 
eye  of  the  traveller  involuntarily  turns, 
whatever  may  be  the  distance  from  it»- 
and  whatever  the  beauties  presented 
around  him,  a>  if  by  natural  enchant- 
ment. 

The  reader  is  next  conducted  to 
Chitlongt  or  little  Nepaul ;  of  the  his- 
tory add  revolutions  of  which  the  au- 
thor furnishes  us  with  an  account. 

The  direct  road  from  this  to  Khai'  ' 
wanHa,  lays  over  the  mount  Chandrag* 
hiri ;  but  the  colonel  pursued  a  sciue- 
whut  circuitous  route,  at  the  north 
foot  of  the  mountain,  to  Thankote,  dis- 
tant about  six  road  miles  from  Khat- 
manda. 

There  is  a  digression  here  to  trace 
a  second  route,  with  its  halting  places, 
and  other  more  interesting  particulari- 
ties to  the  same  point,  through  which 
we  cannot,  for  reasons  before  explaiued, 
accompany  our  author. 

The  fourth  chapter  is  de\oted  to 
several  collateral  considerations,  not 
immediately  related  with  the  progress 
of  the  journey,  but  intimately  cou- 
nectelwith  the  object  of  it,  such  as 
the  nature  of  the  division  and  tenure  of 
lands,  measures,  and  weights,  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil,  the  classes  of  peasan- 
try, and  the  conditions  of  military  ' 
service. 

The  ensuing  chapter  includes  all 
'  that'  was  worthy  of  note  between  tbe  ' 
valley  of  Doona,  to  Kkatmanda,  the 
capital  of  Nefpaol  -,  the  most  remark- 
able of  which  is  the  valley,  teipple, 
and  town .  of  Hfoakoic,  the  favourite 
residence  of  th^  regant  Behadur  Shah. 
It  appears  from' tli^  description  to  be 
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a  commanding  station^  and  memorable 
for  military  exploits. 

There  are  also  recounted  in  this 
chapter  some  religious  customs  of  the 
people^  singular  and  curious ;  to  which 
is  added^  soi;ne  account  of  natural  pro- 
ductions. 

The  author  in  the  sixth  chapter 
speaks  of  the  valley  of  Nepau),  of  which 
he  is  most  particular  and  happy  in  the 
description.  Among  other  things  he 
dwells  on  its  picturesque  beauties, 
its  cities,  its  towns,  its  temples,  its 
extent;  and  general  properties.  These 
are  brought  more  present  to  the  eye 
and  imagination  of  the  reader  by 
several  well  executed  and  valuable 
prints. 

In  page  1 83,  he  gives  the  following 
outline  of  this  celebrated  spot: 

*<  The  valley  of  Nepaul  is  nearly  of  an 
oval  figure;  its  greatest  extent  l«  from 
north  to  south,  in  which  dir«ction  it  may 
be  computed  at  twelve  horizontal  miles.- 
It  stretches  from  east  to  west  about  nine 
miles,  and  its  circuit  is  roughly  estimated 
by  the  inhabitants  at  twent>-five  coss,  or 
from  forty  to  fifty  milesi  It  is  bounded  on 
the  north  and  south  by  very  stupendous 
mountains,  near  the  foot  of  which  rise 
several  of  those  humbler  eminences  called 
CoUines  in  Switzerland  ;  indeed,  the  bottom 

'  of  the  valley,  besides  being  in  general  ex> 
tremely  uneven,  and  intersected  by  deep 
ravines,  occasioned  by  autumnal  inunda- 
tions, is  speckled  throughout  at  virions 
distances  with  similar  little  hills.  To  the 
east  and  west  the  enclosing  mountains 
are  much  less  lofty,  the  immediate  bead 
of  the  valley  to  the  wcfstward  being  de- 
fined piinci  pally  by  a  low  steep  ridge  co- 
vered with  brush  wood,  and  anciently  call- 
ed M aruor,  but  at  present,  most  commonly 
Nag&  Arjoon,  from  the  name  of  an  idol  for 
which  it  is  famous.  IHiis  ridge  passes 
close  hehind  Sifmbhoo-nath,  and  itself 
barked  by  a  more  considerable  one  named 
Dhochoak,  of  which  some  mention  has 
already  been  made  in  describing  the  valley 
of  Doona,  ami  regarding  which,  I  have 
nothing  further  to  add,  than  that  it  is 
said  to  contain  a  lake  strongly  impregnated 
^vith  mineral  salt,  and  celebrated  under 
the  nfine  of  Indra-pokhra.    To  the  east- 

V  ward,  the  most  remarkable  hilU  are  those 
of  Kanichoak  and  Mahabut  or  Mahadeo- 
pokhra ;  but  they  by  no  means  reach  the 
clevadoa  either  of  Plmlcboak  (which  is 
the  most  towering  of  the  summits  that  il- 
lustrate the  soutliern  confine  of  the  valley) 
or  of  Sheopoori,  which  constitutes  its 
principal ,  barrier  to  the  northward,  and 
is   unqaestiooably  by  far   the  highest,  of 


a}\  the  mountains  that  encircle  it.  The 
other  chief  links  of  this  superb  chain  are 
mount  Kukunni,  which  stretches  westerly 
from  Sheopoori,  being  united  to  Nagjt- 
Arjoon  by  mount  Bheerbundy,  and  Chum- 
padaibi,  which,  with  one  or  two  more  in- 
fiMior  peaku,  complete  the  girdle  by  join- 
ing Chrandraghiri  to  Phaldmak. 

The  author  closes  this  chapter  with 
the  following  remark  : 

**  Having  in  the  preceding;  pages  illus- 
trated, as  well  as  I  could,  the  particular 
topography  of  the  tract  actually  traversed 
by  us  in  our  route,  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  offer  a  few  brief  observations  on  the 
country  of  Nepaul  in  general,  which  will 
neccftsarily,  however,  be  principally  coiv-. 
fined  to  that  pait  of  it  properly  so  called, 
and  strictly  comprehending  no  more  than 
the  valley  just  descrihed.  I  shall  after- 
wards finally  close  the  present  memoir, 
witli  as  accurate  an  acconnt  of  the  boun- 
daries, extent,  and  subdivisions  of  the 
Goorkali  territories  collectively,  as  the 
scanty  iufoimation  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  on  th«  subject,  will  admit  of.** 

The  author  Commences  the  labo- 
rious task^  thus  voluntarily  prescribed 
to  himself^  in  the  next  chapter,  and 
concludes  it  in  the  succeeding  divi- 
sion of  his  work.  In  these  he  de- 
scribes the  general  face  of  the  coun- 
try, with  its  metallic,  mineral,  ani- 
liial,  and  vegetable  productions;  in 
almost  every  one  of  which  natural 
products  we  are  directed  to  some 
new  appearance  or  singularity,  either 
important  in  itself,  or  rendered  so  by 
the  relation.  But  *  it  would  exceed 
our  boundary  to  notice  the  several 
peculiarities. 

As  the  range  of  the  valley  includes 
such  a  variety  of  regions  and  of  cli- 
mate, we  might  expect,  and  are  not 
disappointed  in  the  event,  to  find  with- 
in it  the  general  appearances  and  pro- 
ductions of  similar  countries.  We 
have  by  the  simple  process  of  ascend- 
ing the  hills,  and  descending  in  turn^ 
into  the  valley,  almost  the  whole  suc- 
cessions of  climate,  that  are  to  be  en- 
joyed in'Europe,  and  in  Asia  -,  each 
offering  to  us,  the  fruits  and  flowers 
of  a  correspondent  region.  To  the 
oranges,pine-apple8,  and  guavas  of  Ben- 
gal, there  is  an  accession  of  European 
produce,  in  the  peach,  the  straw- 
berry, the  raspberry,  tlie  mulberry,  and  . 
the  walnut. 

After  a  short  history  of  the  soil  and 
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climate,  we  are  preseoted  with  aa  ac- 
coant  of  the  population  and  diflferent 
classes  of  the  inhabitants ;  tlieir  cus- 
toms, religion,  and  manners  ;  (heir  go- 
vernment, their  laws,  their  civil  and 
military  institutions,  their  sciences  and 
arts  ;  and,  lastly,  their  general  history. 
It  would  be  beyond  our  province  to  ex- 
amine each  of  these  subjects  separately, 
as  such  an  enquiry  would  carry  us  far 
be)'ond  our  ordinary  limits.  We  muit 
confine  ourselves,  in  what  we  have 
to  add,  principally  to  the  description  of 
the  inbnbi^ants,  whom  the  author  di- 
vides into  two  classes.  But  to  use  his 
•wn  words—- 

**  Tlie  inliabitants  consist  principally  .of 
tlie  two  superior  classes  of  Hindoos  (or 
BrahQiint  aiid  ChetreeA  whb  tlieir  various 
snbdivisions),  of  Ncwari,  of  Dhcnwar^, 
of  Mlianjees,  of  Bhootias,  aud  of  Bhauras. 
The  former  of  tliese,  who  compose  tJie 
mrmy  of  the  state,  and  cofrross  ali  situations 
of  trust,  whether  civil  or  military,  are 
fonnd  dispersed  promi^cnoosly  tlirousrhont 
the  country;  the  Newars  are*  confined  al- 
Biost  to  the  vnllcy  of  Nepaul,  the  Dben- 
wars  and  Mbnnjees  are  fb^  hiKtiandmen 
vad  fi^iicrs  of  tlie  western  dtstrirts ;  and 
tlie  Bhootia%  tliou^i  some  families  of  them 
•re  planted  in  ll»e  lower  land**,  occupy, 
frenerally  speakm^,  f^ncli  parts  of  the  Ku- 
thAr  as  are  included  in  the  Nepaal  temto- 
Tiea,  Witli  respect  to  the  Bhanr^s,  they 
have  already  been  mentioned,  as  beins^  a 
sort  of  scpantists,  from  the  Newars ;  they 
are  supposed  to  amount  to  about  fiv»»  thou- 
sand ;  tbcy  shave  their  heads  like  the  Bhoo- 
Uas,  observe  many  of  thr  religions  rites, 
aft  well  as  civil  customs,  of  th*  se  idolaters, 
io  a  dial<»ct  of  whose  language  they  are 
also  said  to  pre»c^^'€  tlieir  sacred  wntinjrs. 
To  the  eastward  again,  some  districts  of  the 
Nepaul  dominions  arc  inhabited  by  tribes, 
sucli  as  the  Limbooas,  Nliggerkootees,  and 
others  of  whom  we  know  at  tliis  time  little 
more  than  the  names. 

•*  The  Newars  are  divided  into  several 
casts  or  orders,  most  of  which  derive  tiieir 
origin,  like  those  amoUi;  the  more  ancient 
Hindoos,  from  a  primitive  clasiiificatioD, 
«ccordin|i^  to  trader  and  occupations.  I 
r<*5erve  an  enumeration  of  tiie«ie,  as  well 
as  a  full  account  of  the  hlstoi  v,  religiun, 

fovernm<»nt,  custom?,  and  manntrsof  the 
iewa*^,  for  a  future  period,  when  my 
inform-^lion  on  these  pomts  shall  be  mare 
cobipiete  and  satisfactory  than  it  is  at  pre- 
sent. 

"  Between  the  Newar8,however,  and  the 
other  Hindoo  inhabitants  of  Nepaul,  there 
subsists,  as  well  in  cltaracter,  customs,  man- 
■ers,  and  feati:res,  as  in  religious  rit«s  and 
kognage,  very  esaesuiai  diilerencct^  «U  of 


them  abniKiaiitly  proviof  fbat  they  ftte  •■ 
insulated  race  of  men,  wfaoee  origin  is  aoc 
to  be  traced  to  any  of  the  nations  imme- 
diately surronnding  them.  They  are  m 
pcacoab!e,  iiidnstrions,  and  eren  ingenioos 
people,  Tiry  ranch  attached  to  the  soper- 
stitiou  tliey  proless,  and  tolerably  reconciled 
to  the  chaifis  imposed  on  them  by  their 
Goorkhali  conquerors,  although  the^e  have 
not  hirlicito  condescended  to  conciliate 
tliem  by  tiie  means  which  their  former  so- 
verci|5n«,-who  were  Ri^epoots  of  the  Soooj 
Bnnsi  rare,  adopted,  and  who,  among  other 
compliances  with  the  usages  of  the  Ne. 
wars,  made  no  scmple,  it  seems,  of  feeding 
on  the  Bosh  of  bufialoes." 

On  the  religion  of  Nepaol,  the 
author  in  another  place  generally  ex- 
presses himself. 

*'  With  rceard  to  the  popnbr  religion  ^f 
Nepatd  in  general,  seeing  that  it  difiers 
notiung  from  the  Hinduism  established  io 
Bengal  and  other  parts  of  India,  excepting 
so  far  as  the  secluded  nature  of  the  coun- 
try may  have  conduced  to  preserve  it  in 
a  state  of  superior  ortiiodoxy  and  pmity, 
it  would  be  altogether  snpernooutto  eater 
into  any  details  eoncemiog  it.  1  shall, 
tliereforc,  content  myself  with  naming 
here  the  temples  of  moct  consideration  in 
tiie  valley  of  Nepaul,  and  with  snhjoiitiBg 
an  account  of  the  mest  remarkable  festivals 
annually  celebr'Oed  by  its  inhabitants." 
•  The  festivals  are  then  particularized. 
Of  the  mode  or  genius  of  the 
government,  col.  Kirkpatrick  summa- 
rilv  observes. 

"  The  genius  of  a  government  onae- 
qnaintc^  alike  with  the  positive  and  implied 
restraints  imposed  by  a  precise,  not  to  say 
immutable  law  or  constitution,  and  taking 
it^  colour,  for  the  most  part,  from  the 
character  and  temporary  views  of  the 
niling  individual,  must  necessarily  he  of 
too  fi'gitive  a  nature  to  admit  of  any  deli- 
neation equally  applicable  to  all  periods 
and  circumstances.  Qfthis  unsettled  kusd 
is  the  govemnient  not  only  of  Nepanl,  but 
perhaps  of  all  the  Asiatic  countries.  It 
IS  formady,  and  in  a  ^reat  degree  essen- 
tialiy  despotic ;  but  its  despotism  b,  on 
the  one  hand,  modified,  and  in  some  mea- 
sure meliorated,  by  certain  obaervmcet 
enjoined  by  immemorial  usage,  and  not  to 
be  disregarded  with  impnnity  even  by  the 
most  poweiful  prince,  wlnle,  on  tbeother^ 
it  is  controlled  by  the  active  influence 
enjoyed,  and  occasionally  exerted  by  the 
aristocratic  order  already  mentioned, 
under  the  appellation  of  TWgnrs." 

Of  the  latter  privileged  cast  of 
nobles,  as  well  as  the  military  esta- 
blishment of  Nepaul,  we  have  given 
some  account  from  page  449  to  445, 
io  the   last  volume  of  the   Aaiactc 
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Begister,  with  a  reference  to  wbtch 
ve  most  conclude  our  preient  notice. 

Prom  the  foregoHig  sketch  of  this 
interesting  work,  it  naay  be  perceived, 
that  it  embraces  very  various  infor- 
xnation^  collected,  as  it  app^rs,  with 
great  industry,  and  with  acute  and 
penetrating  ob^rvation,  during  a  short 
interval  as  we  are  told,  of  a  few  weeks 
Yesidencein  a  strange  country,  hitherto 
little  known,  and  not  at  all  described, 
except  partially  and  incidentally  in  the 
reports  of  religious  missionaries,  or 
the  slight  local  notices  of  geographers. 
From  this  circumstance^  the  publisher 
would  appear  to  have  fallen  into  a 
natural,  and  not  inexcusable  error, 
exclusively  his  own,,  in  inadvertently 
concluding,  aud  describing  Nepaul  in 
his  early  advertisements  of  this  work, 
ss  a  country  hardly  known  even  by 
name,  and  as  aknost  a  blank  in  the 
maps  of  India  >  an  inadvertency  which 
has  been  too  harshly  and  severely 
handled  by  a  critic,  who,  in  the  indis- 
criminate xeal  of  office,  has  let  t!ie 
lash  in  his  hand  alike  descend  on  the 
innocent  and  the  faulty,  on  the  author, 
and  his  supposed  oifending  publisher. 
A  slight  and  suoeriicial  view  of  the 
preface  might  have  induced  siieh  a 
conclasion,  as  has  been  noticed,  on  the 
mind  of  the  lalicr  ;  which,  though  not 
exactly  true  to  the  letter,  would  not 
aeefu  extravaffant  or  very  remote, 
indeed,  from  the  truth,  in  spirit,  or  in 
•  import.  But  whatever  might  have 
been  the  inducement  of  the  publisher. 


so  to  cbaracteriie'  the  work,  it  was  the 
furthest  from  the  intention  of  the  au« 
thor,  which  is  every  where  apparent  ia 
bis  writings,  tp  raise  any  extraordinary 
expectation  in  the  reader  or  the  public. 
He  seems*  from  the  beginning,  to  have 
regarded  what  he  had  gleaned,  with  a* 
dithculty  not  very  common,  and  with 
a  success  equally  as  rare,  not  in  any 
other  light  than  as  notes  for  a  history, 
to  be  finished  at  future  leisure,  or  to 
be  perfected, .  on  after  contemplation, 
by  other'  hands,  which  subsequently 
became  incapable  of  the  task.  These 
notes  passed,  by  an  accident  explained, 
in  an  unrevised  state  into  the  hands  of 
the  bookseller,  and  were  published  by 
him,  as  we  understand,  without  any 
communion  with,  and  even  the  privity 
of  the  author.  If  the  work,  under 
tliese  circumstances,  had  been  lest 
perfect  than  it  appears  to  be,  it  would 
have  been  entitled  to  a  more  liberal 
reception  than  it  has  met  in  the 
instance  alluded  to.  It  must  be  viewed, 
as  it  was  intended,  as  an  unfinished 
piece— of  bold  design  and  colour^ 
ing,  with  all  the  strong  and  rougher 
touches  about  it  gf  original  genius* 
not  as  yet  softened  down  by  a  more 
laboriotis  process  and  polish.  If  it 
be  so  esUmated,  the  eye  must  be 
over  nice  and  critical  indeed,  that  does 
not  si.'e  much  to  admire,  or  that  can 
discover  any  blemishes  in  it  that  might 
not  have  been  happily  removed  by. the 
corrective  pencil  of  its  author. 


Specimens  of  Arabian  Poetry^  from  ihe  earliest  times  to  the  extinction  of  the 
Khaltphat,  with  some  account  of  the  authors,  by  J,  D.  CariyU,  B,  D. 
Second  Edition,  Cadell  ^nd  Davies. 


The  selection,  under  this  simple  and 
unassuming  title,  is  made  from  the 
Arabian  historians,  and  consists  as  well 
of  the  original  compositions  in  Arabic, 
as  a  poetical  version  of  them  in  En- 
glish I  which  latter  is  preceded  by  a 
notiice  of  the  translator^  communicating 
a  few  anecdotes  of  the  author,  and  an 
account  of  the  occasion  of  the  several 
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compositions.  The  detached  pieces, 
composing  the  present  volume,  have 
been  chosen,  for  trfe  purpose  of  shew- 
ing the  diversity  of  metre,  and  the 
various  kinds  of  Arabian  poetry. 

Simplicity  is  the  chief  recomoieoda-' 
tion  of  these  productions,  and  is,  aa 
the  translator  tells  us,  the  great  cha- 
racteristic i^f  Arabian  poetry,  in  the 
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most  floaritbing  periods  of  1itenitore» 
during  the  splendour  of  the  Kbalipbat. 
The  specimenB  submitted  in  the  present 
\x>luroe,  abundantly  attest  (or  the  truth 
and  accuracy  of  the  observ'atton. 

Mr.  CarlyU  has  added  a  short  histo- 
rical account  of  the  progress  of  litera- 
tore,  and  more  panicnlariy  of  Arabian 
poetry,  tbe  properties  and  pecnliarities 
of  which  •be  traces  with  critical  skill 
mnd  taste.  It  i*  to  be  lamented,  that 
he  has  contented  himself  with  giving  us 
a  sketch,  but  a  finished  sketch,  when 
be  seems  so  fully  coitopetent  to  have 
presented  us  with  a  full  and  perfect  his- 
tory. But  be  designed  not,  further 
than  be  has  executed  :  and  we  mbst 
be  thankful  for  what  he  bas  been 
pleased  to  grant. 

It  would  be  an  useless  attempt  to 
point  out  the  beauties  of  the  different 
•peci metis  before  us,  nince  tbey  are  too 
airiking  and  too  singular  to  escape  the 
ob^^trvarion  even  of  tbe  most  common 
and  inattentive  reader.  But  it  may  not 
be  iupetfluous,  to  give  one  or  two  in- 
atanoes  of  tbe  manner  in  which  the 
translator  bas  acquitted  himself  of  his 
,  voluntary  and  pleasing  task,  which  has 
rendered,  by  a  very  unusual  felicity, 
the  work  of  adoption  the  apparent 
result  of  original  genms  and  invei  tion. 
It  bas  almdy  been  mentioned,  that 
each  specimen  is  preceded  by  a  brief 
notice  of  its  author,  and  the  occasion 
or  circumstance  of  the  composition,  a 
part  of  the  work,  to  which  the  trans- 
lator, at  least,  bas  all  the  claims  of  a 
genuine  author,  and  which  appears  to 
have  been  performed  with  not  less 
ability  and  success,  than  the  other  or 
greater  portion  of  his  labour. 

The  following  extracts  will  afford 
aome  idea  of  tbe  general  manner  of  Mr. 
CarlyU  in  bis  translations  and  prelimi- 
nary notices. 

<<THE  ADIEU. 
^By  Abou  Mohammed. 

**  This  beautiful  little  composition,  which 
it  Is  impossible  to  read  without  being  strcuk 
with  its  remarkable  similitude  to  Sappho's 
fjEUnons  ode,  ^antlou  /jm  xupog  10-0;  ^«ei0'i>,  &c. 
was  sung  before  the  KhaU^b  fVathek^  by 
Abou  Mohammed^  a  musician  of  Bagdad, 
as  a  specimen  of  lus  musical  talents ;  and 
auch  were  its  effects  npon  the  Khaliph,  that 


he  immediately  tesdfied  bis  approba^Mael 
the  perform  Mice  by  throwing  Ins  own  robe 
over  the  sheuldors  of  Abon  Biobaansed, 
and  ordering  iiim  a  present  of  an  hnndred 
tlioui^aud  dtrhems. 

*<  Wathek  was  the  ninth  Khaliph  of  tbe 
house  of  AbbM,  and  son  to  Motassen,  the 
youngest  of  Haroon  Airasbid*8  children. 

<'  He  succeed^  bis  father  A.  H.  2t7 ; 
and  died  after  a  short  reii^n  of  fit c  yean. 

**  Wathek  tias  not  de6cient  either  in  yir- 
tne  oiMn  abilities.  He  not  only  admiWd  and 
conntenanced  literature  and  the  sciences, 
but  in  several  branches  of  them,  particn- 
laily  poetry  and  music,  was  bimseli  a  pro* 
ficient  ;  he  v  as  bra\  e,  liberal,  and  just, 
Bui  notwithstanding  his  good  qualities,  be 
could  never  reader  litmself  popular  with 
his  subjects,  on  account  of  his  being  iralbr- 
tunately  attached  to  the  heterodox  opmkm 
that  the  Koran  had  been  created.  la  con- 
sequence of  this  prejudice  against  him,  his 
reigit  was  perpetually  disturbed  by  riots 
and  hwurrections ;  hi  one  of  which  he 
had  nearly  been  deposed,  and  Ahmed  Bea 
Nasaar,a  doctor  or  Bagdad,  the  nosisire- 
iiuous  supporter  of  the  Eoran*s  eternity, 
elected  Khaliph  in  his  room* 

Nor  was  Ihu  dislike  ^Mmfined  only  to 
those  of  his  own  time  ;  many  socceediag 
historians  have  adopted  the'sanse  ideas, 
and  represented  Wathek  as  a  monster  of 
impiety.  But  we  cannot  easily  give  credit, 
to  these  assertions,  with  respect  to  a  prince 
who  encouraged  industry  vrlth  so  much 
judgment,  that  not  a  beggar  cenld  be  seen 
tbrooghont  his  empire,  and  who  died  vrith 
the  following  ejaculation  in  his  month, 
'  king  of  heaven !  whose  dominion  is  ever- 
lasting, have  mercy  on  a  wretched  prtnu 
whose  reign  is  tt ansitory.* 

*'  Tlie  boatmen  shout,  *  'tis  time  to  part. 

No  longer  we  can  stay ;' — 
'Twas  then  Maimuma  taught  my  heart. 

How  much  a  glance  could  say. 
With  trembling  steps  to  me  she  came ; 

**  Farewell,"  she  would  have  cried. 
But  ere  her  lips  the  word  could  frame. 

In  half-foiTO'd  somds  it  died. 
Then  bending  down  with  looks  of  love. 

Her  arms  she  round  me  flung. 
And,  as  the  gale  hangs  on  the  grove. 

Upon  my  breast  she  hung. 
My  willing  arms  embrac'd  the  maid. 

My  heart  with  raptures  beat ; 
While  she  but  wept  the  more  and  said, 

"  Would  we  had  never  met!* 

«  ON  MODERATION  IN  OUR 

PLEASURES.  ; 

<^  By  Abou  Alcassik  Ebn  Tabataba. 

"  Tabataba  deduced  his  pedigree  froot: 
All  Ben  Aboa  Taleb,   and   Fathna,  tha 
danj^ter  of  Mohammed. 
''  He  was  bom  at  Isjpahan,  b«t  passed 
principal  part  of  Us  life  in  Egypt,  where 
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w«i  appointed  cluef  of  the  dieriflb,  i.  e.  tlie 
desoendaniB  of  the  prophet,  a  dignity  held 
in  the  hichest  veneration  by  every  Mussol- 
man.  He  died  in  the  year  of  the  Hejira 
419,  with  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
most  excellent  poets  of  Lis  time. 

**  How  oft  does  passion's  srasp  destroy  ' 
--    Th«  pleasure  that  it  Jitrives  to  gain  ; 
How  soon  the  thoughtless  course  of  joy 
Is  doom*d  to  terminate  ^n  pain. 

When  pradenre  would  thy  steps  delay, 
^he  but  restrains  to  make  thee  blest: 
Whate'er  from  joy  she  lops  away, 
But  heightens  and  secures  the  rest. 

Wonldst  thou  a  ti  embling  flame  expand 
That  liastens  in  the  lamp  to  die  •        ' 

Wjth  careful  touch,  with  sparine  band 
The  feeding  stream  of  life  supply.    ' 
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Bnt  if  th^  flask  profusely  sheds 

A  mshin|  torrent  o'er  the  blaze, 
Swift  round  the  sinking  flame  it  spreads," 

And  kills  the  fire  it  &n  would  raise. 

The  poetical  department  of  the  pre* 
sent  volume  of.  the  Asiatic  Register, 
like  the  last,  is  considerably  indebt^  to 
the  work,  p{  which  we  are  now  giv« 
ing  some  account,  and  for. which  we 
express  our  sincere  acknowledgments. 

Mr.  CaritfU  has  put  in  a  modest 
disclamer,  m  his  preface,  of  the  me- 
rit  of  the  specimens  presented  l^  him, 
but  the  interest,  which  he  has  acquired 
in  them,  is  too  obvious  and  direct,  to 
allow  the  equitable  court  of  criticism 
to  admit  the  plea. 


G.SiDHKY,  Printer, 
Mortbaab€rkQd.streef^Straiid, . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


